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[57] ABSTRACT

A touch sensitive light emitting diode comprising a
diode (10) encapsulated in a plastics dome (11) and
externally operable touch sensitive switching means
positioned within the dome, the switching means. in-
cluding an output (18) to external electronics and the
diode providing visual indication of the state of the
switching means. The switching means maybea resis-
tive touch switch, a voltage detection touch switch, a
capacitance detection touch switch, or a proximity
detection touch switch. The switching means mayalso
be in the form ofa stress/strain sensitive element (130)
or a light sensitive element (71) positioned within the
dome(11) to detect an object or finger-tip in proximity
to the dome. The light emitting diode mayalso include
an integrated circuit (69) positioned within the dome
(11).

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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