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[57] ABSTRACT

A capacitive responsive electronic switching circuit com-
prises an oscillator providing a periodic output signal having
a frequency of 50 kHz or greater. an input touch terminal
defining an area for an operator provide an input by prox-
imity and touch. and a detector circuit coupled to the
oscillator for receiving the periodic output signal from the
oscillator. and coupled to the input touch terminal. The
detector circuit being responsive to signals from the oscil—
lator and the presence of an operator‘s body capacitance to
ground coupled to the touch terminal when in proximity or
touched by an operator to provide a control output signal.
Preferably, the oscillator provides a periodic output signal
having a frequency of 800 kHz or greater. An array of touch
terminals may be provided in close proximity due to the
reduction in crosstalk that may result from contaminants by
utilizing an oscillator outputting a signal having a frequency
of 50 kHz or greater.

32 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets
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