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[54] APPLIANCE CONTROL SYSTEM Primary Examiner—Donald J. Yusko

[75] Inventors: Richard J, Schwarzbach; Manley S. Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Dithmar, Stotland, Stratman
Keeler, both of Naperville; Randy J. & Levy
Cavaiani, Hanover Park; Michael K. [57] ABSTRACT

Chapman, Sycamore, all Of 111. An appliance control system includes a central control
[73] Assignee: Pittway Corporation, Aurora, 111. unit and a plurality of slave units each including a user-

A l. J 2 1,244 programmable microprocessor and respectively[21] pp No 7 plugged 1nto outlet sockets of a power main 1n a build-
[22] Filed: Jun. 8, 1981 ing, appliances being respectively coupled to the slave

[51] Int. Cl.3 ....................... H04Q 9/00; G06F 15/20; unitS- The System Permits manual or automatic trans-
H04B 3/54 mission of command signals and status request signals

[52] US. Cl. ........................... 340/310 A; 340/825.07; from the central control unit to individually addressed
340/825.22 slave units, and transmission of status signals from the

[58] Field of Search ......... 340/310 A, 825.15, 825.22, slave units to the central control unit. Certain slave
340/309.1, 309.4, 825.06, 825.07, 825.17, 501, units include lamp dimmers which can be operated

825.52; 307/141; 315/293; 364/104 either remotely from the central control unit or locally

[56] References Cited at the slave unit, the microprocessors of these slave
umts bemg programmable to remember a predeter-
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3,815,091 6/1974 Kirk ......................... 340/825 vided for turning the appliance off at the remote appli-
471511515 4/ 1979 P6356 CtaL - ------ 340/309'1 ance site while maintaining the appliance under the
4,156,866 5/1979 Miller ......... 340/825.06 - _
4,174,517 “/1979 Mandel ......... .. 340/3‘0 A' control of the central control umt. Means are also pro
4,200,862 4/1980 Campbell et al. .. 340/310A . Vided for reViCWing fwd tesiing a pre'pmgrammed
4,217,646 8/1980 Caltagirone etal. .. ..... 340/310R SChedlfle 0f command mStFUCtlonS-
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