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[57] ABSTRACT

The natural product cephalomannine can be converted
to the important anticancer natural product taxol by a
simple process involving the steps of hydrogenation,
benzoylation at the C-2'-position, protection of the C-7
position, and reaction with oxaly! chloride, followed by
reaction with diphenylcarbodiimide and deprotection.
The same process can be applied to mixtures of taxol
and cephalomannine, thus obviating the need for the
separation of these closely related compounds. In addi-
tion, the selection of an acylating reagent other than the
benzoyl group allows the preparation of taxol analogs
with other N-acyl substituents.
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