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Definition - What does File Transfer Protocol (FTP) mean? 

File Transfer Protocol (FTP) is a client/server protocol used for transferring files to or 
exchanging files with a host computer. It may be authenticated with user names and 
passwords. Anonymous FTP allows users to access files, programs and other data 
from the Internet without the need for a user ID or password. Web sites are 
sometimes designed to allow users to use 'anonymous' or 'guest' as a user ID and 
an email address for a password. Publicly available flies are often found in a 
directory called pub and can be easily FTPed to a user’s computer. FTP is also the 
nternet standard for moving or transferring files from one computer to another using 

TCP or IP networks.

File Transfer Protocol is also known as RFC 959.

File Transfer Protocol (FTP)
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Techopedia explains File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

The original FTP specification was written by Abhay Bhushan and published as RFC 
114 on April 16, 1971. This was later replaced by RFC 765 (June 1980). The current 
specification is RFC 959 (October 1985). RFC stands for request for comments. 

The first FTP client applications used the DOS command prompt with standardized 
commands and syntax. Since then, many graphical user interface (GUI) clients have 
been developed within operating systems, making it easier for the user to upload 
and download files.

There are various uses for and types of FTP:

1. An FTP site is a web site where users can easily upload or download specific 
files. 

2. FTP by mail allows users without access to the Internet to access and copy files
using anonymous FTP by sending an email message to 
ftpmail@decwrl.dec.com (mailto:ftpmail@decwrl.dec.com) and putting the word 
help in the body of the text.

3. FTP Explorer is an FTP client based on Windows 95 file manager (Windows 95 
Explorer).

4. An FTP server is a dedicated computer which provides an FTP service. This 
invites hackers and necessitates security hardware or software such as utilizing 
usernames, passwords and file access control.

5. An FTP client is a computer application which accesses an FTP server. While 
doing so, users should block incoming FTP connection attempts using passive 
mode and should check for viruses on all downloaded files. 

[Techopedia Exclusive] increase DevOps team productivity and efficiency through 
advanced collaboration. Download this FREE guide today. 

(https://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/clk?
id=5195511559&iu=/99932771/Techopedia_LinkTrack)

Tech moves fast! Stay ahead of the curve with Techopedia!

Join nearly 200,000 subscribers who receive actionable tech insights 
from Techopedia.

Page 2 of 3What is File Transfer Protocol (FTP)? - Definition from Techopedia

10/14/2019https://www.techopedia.com/definition/1872/file-transfer-protocol-ftp

IPR2019-00131
PANASONIC EX. 1025, p. 2 of 3f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


 (https://www.ezoic.com/what-is-ezoic/) report this ad

More of your questions answered by our Experts (/experts)

Sponsored Content

Recommended by

Featured Q&A

Enter your email address... Subscribe

The HIV Workforce Is in 
Trouble
The Body Pro

(https://www.thebodypro.com/article/solutions-
to-address-the-hiv-

workforce-
shortage?

ap=835&pb=$publisher_name$&sec=$section_name$&aid=00dd7a90dcce6af4b872

This Award-Winning 
Device Has 
Revolutionized The
Eargo Hearing Aids

(http://get.eargo.com/outbrain?
utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=src0

cnl06-spnd01-
cmp02-

hhleads2.2-desktop&utm_adgroup=006b6681d17ff37040c48c9
Winning+Device+Has+Revolutionized+The+Hearing+Aid&utm_

Could this be the trigger 
that will change an entire 
industry?
Strategic Investment

(https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?
imp=6ace6057-
2c7c-4f5b-927e-

bdd05442cab5&ag=3lazjo1&sfe=fdc6c1b&
20States&rgre=California&rgme=807&rgci
20Francisco&rgz=94111&dt=PC&osf=Win
MBIgsIjKzLdhIEbm9uZRDX4wE.&crrelr=&
20Explorer%20-%
20Windows&ipl=00000000-

006a-a12f-0000-
000000000065&ict=Unknown&said=5ca1d
utm_source=choozle&utm_medium=native

Here's How to Reduce 
Stress on Your Road Trip
AARP

(https://www.aarp.org
2019/road-trip-

confidence.html?
cmp=SL-DSO-
OUTBRAIN-
DESKTAB-
BDAMP19-
GARMIN-

CONFIDENCE-
CPC-RON_Here%
27s+How+to+Reduce

Page 3 of 3What is File Transfer Protocol (FTP)? - Definition from Techopedia

10/14/2019https://www.techopedia.com/definition/1872/file-transfer-protocol-ftp

IPR2019-00131
PANASONIC EX. 1025, p. 3 of 3f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/

