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[57] ABSTRACT

A server computer selects code updates to download to a
client computer. The server computer identifies code updates
which are consistent with basic system characteristics of the
client computer. Then. the server computer sends to the
client computer one or more “recognizer” programs or one
or more addresses outside of the client computer of the one
or more recognizer programs which execute in the client
computer to determine whether the client computer has a
version other than a current version of the identified code

updates. The client sends the results to the server computer
which generates a list of code updates which are consistent
with the basic system characteristics, representing programs
that exist on the client computer for which an update would
be appropriate. Next, the server computer sends thelist or
information aboutthe list to the client computer. A userat the
client computer selects from the list and sends the selections
to the server computer. In response. the server computer
sends addresses of the selected code updates to the client
computer and the client computer downloads the selected
code updates from a content server. At some later time, the
recognizer programs corresponding to the selected code
updates are executed again before the selected code updates
are installed in the client computer.

30 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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SUPPLY CURRENT LEVEL
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INFORMATION RECOGNIZER PROGRAM
(AND FTP ADDRESSES FOR UPDATE MANAGER,
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ROUTINE, IF FTP ADDRESSING
PROVIDED).
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STEP
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