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IEEE Standards documents are developed within the Technical Com-
mittees of the IEEE Societies, the accredited committees of the Institute,
and the Standards Coordinating Committees of the IEEE Standards Board.
Members of the committees serve voluntarily and without compensation.
They are not necessarily members of the Institute. The standards devel-
oped within IEEE represent a consensus of the broad expertise on the sub-
ject within the Institute as well as those activities outside of IEEE that
have expressed an interest in participating in the development of the stan-
dard.

Use of an IEEE Standard is wholly voluntary. The existence of an IEEE
Standard does not imply that there are no other ways to produce, test, mea-
sure, purchase, market, or provide other goods and services related to the
scope of the IEEE Standard. Furthermore, the viewpoint expressed at the
time a standard is approved and issued is subject to change brought about
through developments in the state of the art and comments received from
users of the standard. Every IEEE Standard is subjected to review at least
every five years for revision or reaffirmation. When a document is more
than five years old and has not béen rea?ﬁrmed, it is reasonable to conclude

that its contents, although still of somhe Value, do not wholly reflect the
present state of the art. Users are cautionéd to.check to determine that they
have the latest edition of any ITEEE Standard:, ™.

Comments for revision of IEEE dards are welcome from any inter-
ested party, regardless of membersh affiliation;with. IEEE. Suggestions
for changes in documénts should be in the: form of a proposed change of
text, together with appropriate suppor ing comments..””

Interpretations: Occasionally questions may atiseregarding the meaning
of portions of standards as they relate to specific applications. When the

need for interpretations is brought to thesatténtion of IEEE, the Institute
will initiate action to prepare appropriate responses. Since IEEE Standards
represent a consensus of all concerned irterests, it is important to ensure
that any interpretation has also received the concurrence of a balance of
interests. For this reason IEEE and the members of its technical commit-
tees are not able to provide anvinstantiresponsg to interpretation requests
except in those cases where the:mat previously received formal con-
sideration. i :
Comments on standards and requests for interpretations should be

addressed to: , '

Secretary, IEEE Standards Board

445 Hoes Lane

P.O. Box 1331

Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331

USA

IEEE Standards documents are adopted by the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers without regard to whether their adoption may
involve patents on articles, materials, or processes. Such adoption does
not assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any
obligation whatever to parties adopting the standards documents.
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Foreword s

From their earliest years, both the American Institute of Electrical Engineering
(AIEE) (1884) and the Institute of Radio Engineers (IRE) (1912) published stan-
dards defining technical terms. They have maintained this practice since they
were combined in 1963 to become the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers).

In 1928, the AIEE organized Sectional Committee C42 on Definitions of Electri-
cal Terms under the procedures of the American Standards Association, now the
American National Standards Institute. In 1941, AIEE published its first edition
of American Standard Definitions of Electrical Terms in a single volume. However,
by the time a second edition was ready, the highly accelerated development of new
terms made it impracticable to publish in a single volume, and 17 separate docu-
ments. each limited to a specific field, were published from 1956 to 1959.

Over the years, IRE published a large number of standards that either included
definitions or were devoted entirely 1o definitions. In 1961, it published all of its
then-approved definitions in an alphabetically arranged single volume.

The 1972, 1977, 1984, and 1988 editions‘of ‘the IEEE Standard Dictionary of
Electrical and Electronics Term_s_-:-included-ﬁ all terms and definitions that had been
standardized previously by IEEE, as well as many'from American National Stan-
dards and the International Electrotechnical Vocabulary. This edition adds
definitions from IEEE standards published since t e 1988 edition, up to those
approved in December of 1991. e g

This edition of IEEE Std 100-1992, The New IEEE Standard Dictionary of Electri-
cal and Electronics Terms, represents an evolution in our conception of the
Dictionary and its place in our time,and in relation to the directions that electro-
technology is heading. This is the first edition of the dictionary to be produced
using desk-top publishing technology and in-house. For the first time, this invalu-
able compendium is in a single electronic database, and we are planning new
products that will take advantage of the possibilities that this allows. The inclu-
sion of abstracts of all current IEEE?standargds enhances the usefulness of the
Dictionary to the standards-writing cqmm'urﬁgy-"and to industry as a whole. We
have taken the first step toward eliminating themeed for the Sources section at
the back of the Dictionary: only those definitions from sources other than IEEE
standards are listed; the number of the originating IEEE standard is given at the
end of the definition. The Acronyms and Abbreviations section is much reduced in
size from that of the previous edition, and represents a rethinking of the entire
section. Obsolete and irrelevant terms have been eliminated.

The sponsoring body for this document was Standards Coordinating Committee
10 on Definitions (SCC10), which consisted of the following members:

Gedi Kurpis, Chair

D. C. Azbill Marco W. Migliaro M. S. Sachdev

Robert M. Blasewitz H. W. Mikulecky R. M. Showers

F. A. Denbrock Frank D. Myers Thomas R. Smith

D. N. Heirman J. W. Radatz F. M. Stepniak

John W. Horch H. E. Reymers K. L. Swinth

M. R. Kincaid David E. Roberts Leonard W. Thomas, Sr.
J. L. Koepfinger F. A. Saal R. S. Turgel

A. H. Meitzler ’ Edward F. Vance
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