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Editorial Policies and Procedures for
Submitted Original Research

Aim of Submitted Original Research

The aim of original research articles in Drugs in
R&D is to emphasise the role of rational clinical
pharmacotherapy in optimising outcomes. This is
accomplished by rapid publication of submitted
original research covering all phases’of clinical
drug development and therapeutic use of drugs.
In addition, short communications and case study
reports that meet these criteria may be considered
for publication, along with letters to the Journal
Editor.

Typés of Submitted Original Research

Specific types of original research considered for
publication in Drugs in R&D include clinical trials,
outtcomes research, clinical pharmacoeconomic
studies, pharmacoepidemiology studies with a
strong link to optimum prescribing practice for a
drug or group of drugs, clinical pharmacodynamic
and clinical pharmacokinetic studies with a strong
link to clinical practice and, in some instances,
pharmacodynamic or pharmacokinetic studies in
healthy volunteers, but in which some established
or purported implications for clinical prescribing
are discussed.

Potential Conflicts of Interest

Independent internationally recognised experts
are sought in the first instance when seeking
referees for articles. However, it is not always
possible-to determine the relationship between
authors and the pharmaceutical industry in
advance. Authors and peer reviewers are required
to disclose potential conflicts of interest. Possible
conflicts of interest are identified whenever
practicable and this information is published
prominently. Sources of article funding are also
disclosed.

Peer Review

The aim of the peer review process is to ensure
publication of unbiased, scientifically accurate and
clinically relevant articles that reflect international
consensus of current opinion. All articles are
subject to peer review by members of the Journal's
international Editorial Board and/or other
specialists of equal repute before a decision on
publication is made. Revised manuscripts may be

reviewed a second time if appropriate. The final
decision on acceptability for publication lies with
the Journal Editor. The Editor of Drugs in R&ED
endorses the Consolidated Standards of Reporting
Trials (CONSORT) guidelines for improving the
quality of reporting of randomised controlled trials.
The CONSORT statement, checklist and flow
diagram have been adopted by the Journal to guide
initial selection and peer review of original research
articles submitted to Drugs in R&D. For more
information on the CONSORT statement, checklist
and flow diagram readers can visit the relevant
World Wide Web site (http:/ /www.ama-assn.org).

‘Technical Editing

All articles are edited by an experienced and
technically qualified Adis International editor.
This process includes: (i) assessment of scientific
accuracy, balance and completeness; (ii) choice of
optimum structure; and (iii) general publishing
considerations, such as house style and clarity of
expression.

Duplicate Publication

In general, material that has been previously
published or accepted for publication elsewhere is
not knowingly accepted for inclusion. The
occasional decision to republish material in full or
in part is made with reader interest in mind and
requires the permission of the copyright holder.
Prior publication is prominently acknowledged.

Drug Nomenclature

Brand names or tradenames are generally not
used, except in instances where the use of the
generic name would be impractical or ambiguous.
Appearance of a brand name or tradename does
not imply endorsement of the product.

Copyright

All authors are required to read and sign the
statement on copyright transfer to Adis Data
Information BV that is sent to them prior to
publication.
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