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Joseph Charles Hueil, Loveland, OH
(US); Kenneth Edward Hogue, Mason, (57) ABSTRACT
OH (US); Christoph Lewis Gillum, An articulating surgical instrument is shown, which com-
Middletown OH (US) Douglas Jon prises a shaft and an end effector. The shaft has a longitu-
Siebenaler ,Maineville OH (US) dinal axis, and the end effector is operationally coupled,

preferably mechanically coupled, to the shaft at an articu-
lation pivot. The instrument also comprises a first band, and
in some embodiments, a second band, each operationally
connected to the end effector and extending through at least
a portion of the shaft. An articulation control applies a force
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PITTSBURGH, PA 15222 (US) translated through the first band to the end effector to effect

rotation of the end effector relative to the shaft about the

(73) Assignee: Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. articulation pivot in a first rotational direction, and when the
force is applied in the opposite direction, is translated

(21) Appl. No.: 11/329,020 through the second band to the end effector to effect rotation
of the end effector relative to the shaft about the articulation

(22) Filed: Jan. 10, 2006 pivot in a second rotational direction.
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