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WO 2004/047653 A2 (English Abstract) 
WO 2004/049956 A2 
WO 2004/052426 A2 
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Nevv Bn..ff?S\'V'ick~ f·JJ 0B933 

ETATS-UNiS D',t..i\/1EF1lOUE 

C { \ NOT!FiCATiON OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
· THE !NTERNA TION:<\L SEARCH REPORT ,<\ND 

THE WR:TTEN OP!NiON OF THE .INTERNAT/ONAL 
SEARCH!NG AUTHOF-l,TY, OR THE DECLARATION 

L (PCT Rul.,, 44 , ) 

Date of rna;iing 
( da_yitr,or: tfv}"·Y;~-=t!) 

r.'"""_..'(.--,.,.,• ~..-,-,:-::. .;,•...,. - "1'-. -r,~ 

I 
,i\.p,-·t~-<->, .ls or "'-,,;~r:, <> file , 01"rai ,.,e 

' 

END5924V,,JOP•JT 

lntematicma! filing date 
(dtzJ,,·/rnonJ"h.,}-e,1r) 

2i3 F~b:-uarv 2D12 (28-02-20·: 2) 

.tJ.,ppiic~,nt 

ETHfC{)N ENDC> ... SURGERY~ :i\lC 

i. r~-1 Th0- appticGnt is. hereby not1frer_i thai the. lnternaticr.a! s8s.n.~h rapo;t and the ½'r~tten opin1on of the lr:tsn-10.lk":na~ Searr~:hing 
L:~:: A.uthorify hav·e been t~stabHshsd and are transr:-1itfed i"t9}·sv.f!th, 

2.n 
L....1 

filing ot ami:tnclments and s!atem0rst uncl0i- Article ·rn: 
Tl1s appkant is ,.:entitled, if he so wishes, to amsndthe c!a:rns or the !n!emational ,<\pplicat:on (see Ruie 46): 

\"l§hia~1~? The Hrn~ i;rnit fc,r filing such arner.dn1ents is ncrrna:!y tvvc:, ;-nc-nths froiT: the dat.a v~ trs.nsrnUta! of the 
!nte(nationa.i Searc.h RE":port. 

Wh-ete"? C:irf:-:-::tly to t:1s lntetT:stionai 8L-;reat: oi VViPOi 34 eherrnn des C0k1n-:betles 
·i;;:1 ·i G<::-neva .20) Sv<1itzerland, fascfrnH.z No.: (4i ··2{~} :~.38.82 70 

F'}.,')f n10~~9- detai}ed insir.ucUons) se-e l-:Jc:1·Apf:1l:CantS Guid~r int~rnatto:iai PhBse~ part1g;·aphs 9,004 - 9.01 i. 

The applicant ,s hen~by notiHed that no int•Hnc~lional search repo!i will be es!ab!ished andt!-rnt the dH:iarn.tiGn :.mde,· 
Article ·1 ?(2}( a.) to that e'He•.;i and ihe-- ~"..tritlen (:,pinion c1i ths !ntsrnatk"':naf St;)archEng t ... uthority· ure fransrnfUed her-s\~·:th. 

[~---i the pr-.)test loget!1e-r ~v:t:1 the d~c_:s:on thereon h~s t.1een transrnftt:.:!d t,::: ths }r.t.err:attor.ai Bt.:feau tr_1~1€.~fr'l0r ~vtth the 
... _......_.t appHt:.;;1nfs :-Bqu~.:}st to fcr\vard th& tsxts t:;i tx;th t.he prote~t and HF3 de-cis.i-:::r. thereor: to the desl~1nated Offices. D no d0c-ision has bc!er: rnade :r.et on the µrr_)te£t; the appijcar:t v._1iH b& notthed a::-. soon as a: decislot-:• }s made . 

.... :-_ R8~n~nders 

The applicant :...-~r1'f subrn:l cornrn~nis· on an ir.forrnal bat:1s or. the ;.~htten or-1inion of the fnte-rnatk1r:a! Search_lng .Atithority to the 
fni:emational Bureau. The lr-tem-2.t,onal Bu:-sa.; w,ll ser.d a copy ui s,,ch ,.;con,men,s to ,1i: des,gnsi;;,d Ofo,::,es unless an 
in!ernaliona! preliminary e.:(sminat1on rnpo,t h,1.s beer: or is to be established, following the sxpirntion oi 30 mor;ths from l:he 
pnofity datB 1 these c:c1;r::-nents wH! ais,':) be made avaHabis to H;e pubHc 

Shortly dfer fhe exp:rn!ion of 1S months from the pnmity daie, the in!ernafa:,nal app!icat.:on will be published by tt,e 
intsrnation,aj Bureau, ff ihe· applicant \,vis hes t.o B.voirJ c:- postpone pwb!ica!1or:, a r.otk::& ot vvithdr-avval Gf the }nternaiicnal 
"'1pptl-..~at:r;n! (Ji of the fJr:oriiy ciairn~ mur~t r~3ch t:1e !nterr:ahonat B:..ffsau before cc•mpi~~tlc:r. of the techn:ca! prsf>a:-3t;oris tc:~: 
ir.t'-~rn;;-.:.t:c;nc~!: pubiicatfr_1n {Rul0s 90tH~. ~: :3nd 90.bi.s.:J). 

\f',Jith~n -~9 ITl'.~ntt~s fr,:lrn the priodt)1 date.. but. onfy in rsspeci: •.}f sorne designE1ied (Jffio&~! a dernand lnr ~nte:-natior;at pretirninary 
sxarninal:on n-:usi be fHiBd if th0 .::1pp;icant '..<'Ji_she:3 t:..: postpone Hv.a s~r1try ~nto the national ph.::ss tH1lH :3{} mor1ihs from the pr:ority 
date- {~n son12 OHfr:.es even ~ater); other~rts&~ f.he apph(;anl rniJsi, w;.;-ah{n 20 rraonU:$ rrorn ths :,.:dortty dale, perform the prest;.fibed 
£3Cts for entry :nti..'~ tr-;e nafo:..1na! ph~s.e b~:'fore t.hnse de:3jgnated Offl,_:;es. 

I
S !n respect ::,.f oti1f;r desi~::nat:ed Offices~ the thne nn1il of 30 months (or tater) v:.:iH apr-~Y ev~n if no d~n1Bnd rs f:ted ;..~ithtn 19 

months. 

For details t~bot:t the appi1cab1e-hrrE3 :imitsi ()ffo .. :.s by ()frlce.: see \.VV'VVV.'l'tripojntlpct/0nlt0x:ts/tfm-e_iwn:ts..htrn~ and ihe 
PCT Appifc.~nt'$- Guid*: Natk•na: {)hapte-rs, ,,------~~~--·-------------------------------' ;t"------- =---------------------,-------i---------------------------------,, 

I
i r.k:.rn:e? and rna:hng c-!ddrs.,~"~ of the lPt'>Jrnahc:-na: S02rc?~n1g Aui:honty j A:...:H1r_")n.ze,j officer 

~"" Et.!ropean Pat~nt {_)f~ic.a, PB 5818 Patz.nUaan 2 j \l{)~t'--JOT, .JacquGs 
J'JL-228(; H\/ RfjSV-!if\ ~ 
~ • (+''·' ·•n- --·4' """' ! Tel: +49 (0)89 :;!'.19~1-8782 I -==-- ~=~- c;;\ :7/),~i;;;~-~;~~ 1 L~-~----------- _ _,,t _________ -____ ............................................. ,., .... ----------------" 

;::orrn PC~T/lBl~/220 {Juiy 20-: Oj 
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FOR FURTHER 
.ACTION 

·pc_}r./lJ~~ 20I 2 / o 26997 2 8 ~/ 0 2 1
1 2 O 12 

ETHIC.ON ENDO· SURGERY, I.1\TC. 

Th:s int~r:v3lior:aJ s0a:ch r0-rA-.ai ha.:3 been p:-Bpar;;=!d by ihfs infernaiior.al Searching At::thcrity anrJ. :s tran:s::·n!tied io th0 appH,:::anf 
..:i..C~(:·!din9 to .~rt:c:!e : 8. A r..:opy :s :·Jeir:g transr-ngi0d to th-~ in10rnatfc,nal Bursau. 

2. 

:3. 

a VV:Hi reg~-lrd to the !~n.guage~ the ir.t&rnat:t;nal se .. ~cr;h \.Vas carded oui on the ba.si8 of: 

[i1 the :ntBr:1aiionai appHcation fr1 the language in whk;b it vvas J:led 

b. 

C 

D 
D 
.-, 
L..i 

0 
'D l 
L 

0 a transi,:iiion :-:;f the intemational apµ!icdi::,n int-::,_-,--------,------, whid1 ,s the ian9u2~10 
of a trnnsiBt.io11 fu;n,sr;ed for !he p1.irp,::,ses of in!ernalional searn,1 {Rules ·i2.3(~,) and 23.1 {b)) 

·rn;s jnte:nationa! se~:=trch repcrt has be&n •z.stabHshed taktnrJ into oJ:>coun! lhe rec§.3fic~th:,~, oi ~J3 ~bvSous m§s:tE.:k~ 
[..--;uthon:z.ed by oi nc,t~fie:d to thi~;; Aut11onty under Ruie Hi (l~uie 43.6.bis{a)} 

th~ t2>:t h.t.ts been estab!tshed. acoc-rdfng to Rt.d0 ~::8..2: by f.his. .~uthority as ;t \..~pp-e~:·s in Box f.j,:: l\/, Th& Bpp!icant 
rnc:y, i,:Vithtn one n1-.::nth fn:•m the dat·B- c..f ma/Hng of th~s Inte:-rifftfr°Jn~l ssarch repo;-t~ subrnh comm:::r.ts tc thts Author~ty 

J.1 
,....,.. ... _ ... ""'\ 

5 L .... ~J a~ :~uggeste:..1 by the apr:.;iicant 

i O as sel,,c,sd by !his A,,thority, be,;a.:.:se thz.' i3pp!ioant foiled t::;. ,,;_:ggss! a ti9ur2 

L [~] as selected b}r this ,<-\uthorlty. because this figure bstter -..~han~cterlzes the lnv&ntion 

r~7 non0 :::,f the figtH~s is to be pubHshszi '\Af:th the abstract 

-~---~-~--
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A surgical instrument {10) including an end effector (12) having at least one 

leazt: ot11:~ s11rq·:t<::2~.L tasJ-;_ opera.t:J"\_re~1:,l C<"">lYt·1e·ct.ed tr,.) 2 .. :r.-e.nsct:el)/ cc11t.rollable user 
interface. The instrument further includes an electrically conductive shaft (8) 
hav'itiq· a dis:tc~l end <:;<.)nn0ct:ed t() t:l!e en.•.1 e:Ef:-ectc.">r ~ ..,_, .. Jher~:?:i.n. t:b.e se21~.cr is 
electrically insulated from the shaft. The instrument also includes a housing 
(6) at a proximate end of the shaft configured to receive mechanical or 
e]_ectri.c2 .. l ini:n.2t:s .. In. ad.c-Iit.ion.> tl1e ~ust:cu1ne.nt: b.a.s ,:;:. 1--:<:!cej_,rer u11lt:. (300} 
electrically insulated from the shaft configured to receive and send wireless 
signals from and to the sensor. 
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l1 5 12sll~20 

US 2008/167671 Al (GIORDANO JAMES R [US] 
ET AL) 10 Julv 200~ f2008-07-10l 
paraar~oh~ roh2s1 too36] ro661J 
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rmng <lat€ 
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~;:nt~, s_uch cornblnafo..-~r~ b~ing vbv;;:,,~it:· to a pe:-son sJ,m~d 
:;'l ,he Sit 
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Maier. Christian 
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F:-orn the: 
lt-JTERf-.j!~TIOf~i\L SE.ARCH!f,JG l':LJTHC1Rn-";··-

To: 

st:~e forrn Pc~·r.1rsA1220 . .. . VVR!TTEN OP!N!ON OF THE 
fNl"'ERNATiONAL SEl\RCH!NC AUTHC)Rlr{ 

(PCT F{ule 4Jbis. ·1) 

[J;;:ts: of rr:;;.1iiing 

{day,h1-antr:.1)ieai) s~e frJTrn PC T1ts . .u. .. 210 {s-econd st~eet) 

Apphcant's :...:r agent's me ;-efBrence 

see forrn PCT,,lSA/220 
FOR FURTHER ACTION 
See paragraph 2 b&;ov._1 

!nternalioria! app!kat:or, No 

PGTAJS20i 2AJ.2S997 
intern2lional fH::19 dat~ (d.:)y/h1DntI1.j..-ear) 

28.02.2012 

ir.t&:-r1;:1tionaJ Paten! Classihc;.?d1on Cf Pc:; or t1oth national c:a::~s;fi.-.:;atfon and 1PC 

!f',JV l\6·: B 1 7/0-?2 /\DD~ f..\6.1 [{ 17/)0 /~·.J51817"/29 1~J318 ! 9AJO 

App:icant 

ETHICON ENDO~SURGERY, INC. 

1 . This opinion contains indications re!atin~i to the foilowing it,3ms: 

Priority 

01.03.201 i 

IS;} Box No. 

0 f:}o>: No. I! 

[J Box No. li! 

0 Bc.,x No. :V 

lS'l Box No. V 

No::··es.tab!ishrnsnt d opinion with ,·egard to novelty. inventive step and ir.oustrial app::cability 

Reasoned statemeni under Rule 43bis. i ta)(i} w,th regar·d to nov;~lty, invenlive s!ep and induslria.! 
apphcabHHy; citations and 0)-::pia.nations ;>upporting :;uch sto.ternent 

Certain documents cited 0 Box No. VI 

Q Bo>: No. VII C0rtain defects in the inlernationa, application 

0 r3Gx No. Vil! Certain observaHons on the International app!icalion 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

!f a demand for intemationa! pre!irnin,.1ry examinatior. 1s rnade. th,s opinion will usually bE; considered to bE; a 
written opinion cf the International Preiiminarv Examminq Authority /"lPE!\") excBpi thai this dew,; noi app,v whBr0 
the applicant chooses an Authody other thari lhis one io be the l PEA and the chosen !f-'E.t\ fi,3.S notii0ci" th;; 
!ntsrr,ationaJ Bureau under Ruie 66. ·1 bisib) thal wdtlen opinion$ of this lnterna!ional SE;,::.rching Authority 
will not be so c.onsidere<j. 

if this opinion is~ as provided above: considered to be a '.:vdt;er: opinion o-f H-:e ; PE_A, i ~H~ appfo::·:ant 1~; tovHed to 
submit to the iPEA a written reply together, ,vnere appropriate, wiii, amencimen!s, b0k,H, H;;:l H.:<piration of 3 mcmins 
from the date c.,f maiiing of Form PCTt]S,h/220 or before the expiration of 22 rnonths from thE; pr:G,ity dat0. 
\.Vhicheve: expires later. 

For further options. see Forrr: PCT.:iS .. ~v220. 

European P~1e-rf: c~rf:c-0 

D-80293 t,ilu,:;ch 
: e: ,,,;-4~1 8':} 2399 - 0 

+49 g-9 .2~199 · 44f>5 
----------------------------

D~tG .;.:f GOff;p:€-ilor, ;,."!·f 

!his c:pininn 

see fcrm 
PCT.1SAl? i o 
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V\tfir .. r1--r::N ()f:~!Nj()N ()f~- 'ft-iE: 
1r~r1=r~Flt~il/T'i{)N~t\l. SEl\R(!~~iIN(~ l~lJ~r·f~i{:Jflrr~~f 

}nterna.t:ona1 apf)~ic-::lticH: r~c< 
f-)c:~r/tJ~;r?rJ-1 -~?A:)_~:t1r1f1:7 

-----······················-·-----------·---·---·-·---·---·-------·--------.-···················------

------------------·------------·-·----------------------------

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has b,3;:,r: ,sstabiished on tne oasis of· 

~ the international app!icat!Dn in the ianQuage in 'vVhich it was fiiec! 

D a translation o"f the i•·,ternaJcnal application into . ·,vhich ic; the iangua~1e of B. translation furnist:ec! -For tl,e 
purpo~c;es of intern.3.tionai search (Rules '!2.3(a; and 23.1 (b)). 

,:.. D This opinion 11as been estab!,sl,ed takinn into account U1e rectifo::aHon nt an nbvious mistake authorized 
t1y or notified to this Autt;ority under Rule SH (Rule 43bis. ·, (a)) 

3 With regard to e.ny nudeotide and/or amino acid seqw:.mce fJisclosed in the internat,onal appiication, this 
op;nion has been esta!Jiishe,j on U,r:l i)a~:,is ol a seque-nne iistfnq fiiecl or fun,ishe,j: 

a. {rneans) 

CJ :n F.:!ectronic forrn 

b (time) 

C in the international 2,pplication as fHed 

CJ to9eU1er vvit!·r the international app!ica.tion in electronic forrn 

D subsequently to this Authority for t!1e, purposes of sec1rd1 

4. 0 In adclition. in the case H1at rnore than one version or co0v or a seauence listinG has been rnec.i o;- fun1isl10d. 
~h- 0 r·,..,n1·u·1,r-;,., ~l·-~>,:,rY1,:,,·1:,·· »,"',_ •hp ·1i··r'"r"''""'"J·,-,,-~ 'n t"A S'Jl),.._E·,;;U 0 t•'l· ,,f ,,;rJr:i'-lOl"':d 'Y;·;::,i·ee: ·1~· i'1::»-·1••P::;l tn t'",at ':) t>-,;:,.. ~!V v-1 :.._.._~:::;ut ..... :, .. J'., .... ')tf:._..!t•l_. , 1 . .J•iici..t~>.•• ll....- ,,,;::i,'-1 \..-, ..... ,,::..);\...!Vll. ,,c.J_,.._ •• ~.,,...,_;,;::,.1_ ... _ • .:.u-.... . ..,._.;...__,~_<, 1• .J:,___. 

applicat1on as h!ecj or does not go beyond the application as fi!ed, as app,·opriate .. vvere furnished 

5. Additional comments: 

Box No, V Heasoned statement under Rule 43b.is,1(a}(!) wHh mgard 10 novi:}Hy, invenlhre step or 
industrial appHcabality; dtations and expkmations suppmHng :such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty {N) '(es: c::iah11s 
Cta;rns 1. 2 4-7 

Inventive step (!SJ Y<-::s: C!a,ms 
No~ i 2. 4-7 

',(es: Ciairns 

2. Citations ancl exp!anaticns 
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V\t 1:t i ·'r~~t EN () F~ ~ ~~I() N () F '1~ i'i E 
i i\fl"E.fi t-~tA ~·r] {) N1\ t~ ~; t'S J\ Rt: fi i Nt; ;.\ lf'fli O f:l fI~~t 

-· .. -· .. -·-··· --------··········· ........... ----

Box No. VH Certain defects in the intNnaUona~ appHcaUon -~---------------------------"-'---------------------·----·············---
The folfow,ng derect~:, in the forrn or contents of the international application have been noted: 

Fc;:w; PCT,lSA.' 237 (April ~?OG?} 
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Beasoned staternent with regard to noVE'JHY~ irwerrth.1e step or industrfa1i 
appHcabHity; citatk:ms and exp~anaUons supporHng such statement 

D1 
(2008-07-10) 

02 US 2008/167522 ;l\a (G!ORD/\f',JO JA!'v1ES R [US] ET AL) 10 ,July 2008 
(20()8-07~~ i 0) 

A! (GIORDANO ,J/-\MES H rus1 ET AU 10 ,Julv 2008 . ... J / ~ 

{2008-0T-10) 

1 iNDEPENDENT CLAil\/11 

·1. ·1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33( ·l) PCT, 
because the subject--rnatter of ciaim 1 is not new in the sense of .Article 33(2) 
PCT. 
Document en discioses (the references m parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A surgical instrument (-1 O; fig. ·1 1} cornprising an end effector { 12) comprising 
at least one sensor (368), a distal stapling unit (22,24) for performing at least 
one surgical task operative:::~ly connected {via 300) to a n)moteiy contro!!ab!e 
user interface (remote prograrnmin9 device 320; par,78), an electrically 
conductive shaft (8; par.61, iast sentence) having a distal end connHcted to 
the end effector wherein the sensor is eiectrica!!y insulated trnm U1e shaft (par. 
T1, fourth sent(-mce), and a housing (6) at a pmxirnate end of the shall 
confi9urecl to receive at !f:;ast one of mechardcai or electrical inputs (via 302), 
and a receiver unit (320,322,324) electficaliy insulated from the shaft (par. 
€3'1 ,62} configured to receive and send wireless signaks from and to the sansor 
(paL63). 

i .2 Furthmmore, the subject-matter of ciairn 1 i~, not new in the sense of f\rtick..1 33 
(2) P{:~T C)\/f·}r the dfsc!oslJre iri docun1er1ts 02 (cf .. rttf.sigr1s 368~32{)~322~32lt; 
fig.·11) or 03 (cL reLsigns 35,2--1; fig.·i .. 3). 

2 DEPENDENT CLi\!MS 
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2.1 Dependent c!alrns 2,4-7 do not contain any features whlch, in combination 
vvith the features of any c!airn to which they n:-::fer, n1Het the requlrernents of 
the PCT or'! respect of novelty, as the subject-matter of said c!alrns is disclosed 
by~ dc)currier~t Di~ f;f}t~ fcJr tt1is f)lJffJO·~~e: 

The featLires c~f tt1t·} (:3ah1·1s are not ~1ro,/icled \~~Ht1 rt1f:r-;rf;nc(:'? s.igr1s ~)IEiCed ir1 
parentheses (Ruie 52(b) PCT} 

2 .An incorporation or docurnents by reference (see par .. 1 J, 17,21 ,22,51,70,78) is 
not .pf)Ssible h1 sc1;ne of tt1e Desigr1ated States~ 

3 The unit of we-,ight ("!bs"_} ernp!oyed in parawaph 6 is not additionally 
expressed in terms Qt the units stipulated by F1u!e 10. ·1 (a) PCT. 
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General 
information 

Amending claims 
under 
An, -19 PCT 

Filing a dsmand 
for international 
preliminary 
examination 

Filing info.rma! 
comments 

End of ti1e 
international 
p!l8S9 

Relevant PCT 
Ftules and more 
information 

For ail intBrnational applications flied on or after 01/01/2004 tlm cornpetent 
18!\ vvm estab!isl1 an !EH !t is accompanied by the WO-!SA. UnlH.:;e trie 
former written opinion of the ! PEA (nu!e 66.2 Ft:T), the WCHSI--\ is not 
meant to be responded to, but to be taken into consideration for further 
procedural steps This documrn1t explains about the possibilities. 

VVithin 2 months after the date of rnai!ing of the l Sn and the WO~ I SA the 
applicant may file amended clairns under Art 19 P-CT directly with the 
! nternational Bureau of Wi PO. The PCT reform of 2004 did not change 
this procedure. For further infonnation p!east:: see Rule 46 F:C:T as \'\t;?H as 
ft1rn1 FC,TJ I ~3A/220 and the correSfJfjnd~ng Nc~tes to torrn F{~/: SAJ:220. 

in principle, the WO-ISP\ wrn be considered as the wnnen opinion of t11e 
i PEA. This should., in rnany cases, make it unnecessary to me a demand for 
intE,rnationa\ preliminary exarnination. H the applicant nevertheless wishes 
to file a demand this must be done before expiry of 3 rnonths after the 
date of malling of the ! SR/ \NO-! SA or 22 months after priority 
date, whichever expires iater (Ru!e 54-bis PCT). Arnendments under .Art. 
34 i:---icT can be filed iNith the 1 PEA as before, normally at the same time as 
flilng thi? demand (Rule 66.1 (b) PCT). 

H a demand tor international prelirninary examination is filed and no 
comments/amendrnents have b,?{:m recelved the 1NO-!E.~,\ wlH be transformed 
by the i PEA into an i PRP (! nternationa! Fre!irninary Report on Patentabi!lty) 
which wou!d mern!y rnfiect me content of the WO-lS4. llw demand can stm 
be withdrawn {Art. 37 PCT). 

After receipt of the !SFVWO·iSA the applicant rnay me informal comments 
on the W0-!2A directly with the ! nternationa! BurE;au of VVl PO. These 
will be cornmunicateti to the designated Offices together \/vith the l PRP 
( ! nternationa! Preliminary Report on PatEintability) at 30 months from the 
priority date. Please a!so refer t.o the next box. 

At t!,e c~nd of the international phase thr~ i nternationa! Bureau of W! F{) w'i!! 
transform thr~ VV~lS,t,, or, if a dernancl was filed. the written opinion of the 
\PEA into thH IPRP, which \*,;HI then be transmitted together \Nith possible 
informal comments to the designated utices, The ! PRP replaces t11e former 
! PER {international prt::iiminary examination report). 

Huie 43 f.t:T, Rule 43bis R)T, nule 44 PC::T, Rule 4~-bis FCT, PC.:T Nevvs!etter 
-1212003, OJ 1 -i; 200::J, OJ i 2/ 2003 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT 
To: 

Johnson, Philip S. 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, NJ 08933 

ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 

1
-,.TJ-l~WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

r·i?f~~CHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 

29 October 2012 (29-10-2012) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 

END5924WOPC1 FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 

International application No. International filing date 
(day/month/year) 

PCT/US2012/039156 23 May 2012 (23-05-2012) 

Applicant 

ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY, INC. 

1. [x] The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 

Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19; 
The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the 

International Search Report. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Fasci mile No.: (41-22) 338.82.70 

For more detailed instructions, see POT Applioant's Guide, International Phase, paragraphs 9.004 - 9.011. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 

Article 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

3. D With regard to any protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

D 
D 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with any 

request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 

International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 

international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. Following the expiration of 30 months from the 

priority date, these comments will also be made available to the public. 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the 

International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 

application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau before completion of the technical preparations for 

international publication (Rules 90b/s.1 and 90bis.3). 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 

examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 

date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 

acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 

months. 

For details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see www.wipo.in1/pct/en/texts/time_limits.html and the 

POT Applioant's Guide, National Chapters. 

Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 

~ 
European Patent Offioe, P.B. 5818 Patenllaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040 

-~- Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 

Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 2010) 

Authorized officer 

VOINOT, Jacques 

Tel: +49 (0)89 2399-8782 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA/220 

END5924WOPC1 ACTION as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

PCT/US2012/039156 23/05/2012 27/05/2011 
Applicant 

ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY, INC. 

This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of __ ~3~ ____ sheets. 

[Kl It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 

1. Basis of the report 

2. 

3. 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 

b. D 

C. D 

D 

D 

[ii 
D 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 

a translation of the international application into_---c---,-------,,---,-----• which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake 
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.6bis(a)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II) 

Unity of invention is lacking (see Box No Ill) 

4. With regard to the title, 

[Kl the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

D the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

5. With regard to the abstract, 

[Kl 
D 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2, by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. ~2~6,____ ___ _ 

D as suggested by the applicant 

D as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

[Kl as selected by this Authority, because th is figure better characterizes the invention 

b. D none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 

Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 2009) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
International application No 

PCT/US2012/039156 
A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
INV. A61B17 /072 
ADD. 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

A61B 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data 

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No. 

X EP 1 943 957 A2 (ETH ICON ENDO SURGERY INC 1-20 
[US]) 16 July 2008 (2008-07-16) 
the whole document 

---- -
X WO 03/090630 A2 (TYCO HEALTHCARE [US] ; 1-20 

HEINRICH RUSSELL [US] ; CUNY DOUGLAS J 
[US]) 6 November 2003 (2003-11-06) 
the whole document 

-- -- -
X EP 2 090 245 Al (ETHICON ENDO SURGERY INC 1-20 

[US]) 19 August 2009 (2009-08-19) 
the whole document 

---- -

D Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. [TI See patent family annex. 

* Special categories of cited documents : 
'T" later document published after the international filing date or priority 

"A' document defining the general stateoftheartwhich is not considered 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 

to be of particular relevance the principle or theory underlying the invention 

'E' earlier application or patent but published on or after the international 'X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be filing date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
'L' document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is step when the document is taken alone 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 'Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be special reason (as specified) considered to involve an inventive step when the document is ·o· document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other combined with one or more other such documents, suoh combination 
means being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

•p• document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed '&" document member of the same patent family 

Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the international search report 

18 October 2012 29/10/2012 
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Authorized officer 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 

1 Tel. (+31-70) 340·2040, Strazdauskas, Gedas Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 

Fann PCT/ISM210 (second sheet) (April 2005) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
International application No 

Information on patent family members 
PCT/US2012/039156 

Patent document 
cited in search report 

EP 1943957 

WO 03090630 

EP 2090245 

A2 

A2 

Al 

Fonn PCT/ISA/210 (palenl family annex) (Apnl W05) 

I Publication 
date I Patent family 

member(s) 

16-07-2008 CN 101361666 A 
EP 1943957 A2 
JP 2008237881 A 
US 2008167522 Al 
US 2010294829 Al 
US 2010301095 Al 

06-11-2003 AU 2003245246 Al 
AU 2009200903 Al 
AU 2011201490 Al 

19-08-2009 

CA 2483094 Al 
EP 1496805 A2 
ES 2377483 T3 
JP 4431404 B2 
JP 2005523105 A 
US 2005131390 Al 
US 2011144640 Al 
US 2012016362 Al 
WO 03090630 A2 

BR PI0901508 A2 
CN 101507623 A 
EP 2090245 Al 
EP 2465441 A2 
EP 2465445 A2 
JP 2009189844 A 
RU 2009105140 A 
us 2009206131 Al 
us 2011132964 Al 

I Publication 
date 

11-02-2009 
16-07-2008 
09-10-2008 
10-07-2008 
25-11-2010 
02-12-2010 

10-11-2003 
26-03-2009 
28-04-2011 
06-11-2003 
19-01-2005 
28-03-2012 
17-03-2010 
04-08-2005 
16-06-2005 
16-06-2011 
19-01-2012 
06-11-2003 

26-01-2010 
19-08-2009 
19-08-2009 
20-06-2012 
20-06-2012 
27-08-2009 
20-08-2010 
20-08-2009 
09-06-2011 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

To: 

see form PCT/ISAl220 

PCT 

d<:·n'\l)\f\lRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
::1fW'f~RNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43bis. i) 

Dale of mailing 

(daylmonlh/year) see form PCTASA/210 (second sheet) 

Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCT/ISAl220 
FOR FURTHER ACTION 
See paragraph 2 below 

International application No. 

PCT/US2012AJ39156 
International filing date (day!month;year) 

23.05.2012 
Priority date (day/month/year) 

27.05.2011 
-------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------~-------------------t 

International Patent Classificalion (IPC) or both nalional classification and IPC 

INV. A61B17AJ72 

Applicant 

ETHICON ENDO-SURGERY, INC. 

1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

[8J 

D 
Box No. I 

Box No. II 

Basis of the opinion 

Priority 

D Box No. Ill 

D Box No. IV 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

[8J Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

D Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

D Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

D Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1bis(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months 
from the date of mailing of Form PCTilSA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTilSA!.220. 

Name and mailing address of the ISA: 

European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - O 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 

Form PCT~SAl237 (Cover Sheet) (July 2009) 

Dale of completion of 
this opinion 

see form 
PCTASA/210 

Aulhorized Officer 

Strazdauskas, Gedas 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-5773 

- --------- ------ ------~-------- ----------------------
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

~ the international application in the language in which it was filed 

International application No. 
PCT/lJS2012AJ39156 

D a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the 
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)). 

2. D This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized 
by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1 (a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this 
opinion has been established on the basis of a sequence listing filed or furnished: 

a. (means) 

D on paper 

D in electronic form 

b. (time) 

D in the international application as filed 

D together with the international application in electronic form 

D subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

4. D In addition, in the case that more than one version 01· copy of a sequence listing has been filed or furnished, 
the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, wern furnished. 

5. Additional comments: 

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 1-20 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 1-20 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-20 
No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

see se~arate sheet 

Form PCT ASA/ 237 (April 2007) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 

Re Item V. 

International application No. 

PCT/US2012/039156 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

01 EP 1 943 957 A2 (ETHICON ENDO SURGERY INC [US]) 16 July 2008 
(2008-07-16) 

02 WO 03/090630 A2 (TYCO HEALTHCARE [US]; HEINRICH RUSSELL 
[US]; CUNY DOUGLAS J [US]) 6 November 2003 (2003-11-06) 

03 EP 2 090 245 A1 (ETHICON ENDO SURGERY INC [US]) 19 August 
2009 (2009-08-19) 

1 Independent claims 

1 .1 Conciseness 

Although claims 1, 15 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they appear 
to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other only with 
regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought and in 
respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

1.2 Novelty 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

a surgical instrument ("end effector 12") {for use with a robotic system that has a 
control unit and a shaft portion that includes an electrically conductive elongated 
member that is attached to a portion of said robotic system and is configured to 
transmit control motions from the robotic system (do not form part of the claimed 
subject-matter)}, the surgical instrument comprising an end effector(12) that is 
configured to be operably coupled to the elongated electrically conductive member 
(not claimed; nevertheless, NB the end effector is even coupled to shaft 8 of the 
stapler which qualifies as a robotic system) to receive said control motions from said 

Form PCT/ISN237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 2005) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY {SEPARATE SHEET) 

International application No. 

PCT/US2012/039156 

surgical tool system (antecedence?) such that at least one sensor (was not defined 
before as forming part of the end effector; anyway, see para. 368) within said end 
effector is electrically insulated from the elongated electrically conductive member 
such that the elongated electrically conductive member can wirelessly radiate 
communication signals from the control unit to the at least one sensor and can receive 
wirelessly radiated communication signals from the at least one sensor (with regard to 
the non-claimed entities see PCT Guidelines 5.23). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is, therefore not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Consequently the present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT. 

D1 also discloses the subject-matter of claim 15. With respect to "the drive shaft" see 
fig. 3; pos. 36, for the remaining features please see the references in the above 
passages. 

D2 also discloses the subject-matter of claims 1 and 15. See D2, I. 13, p. 15 - I. 17, p. 
16; and further to I. 13-18 on p. 14, in particular, the last sentence thereof which 
provides general characteristics regarding the MEMS devices as such rather than 
applying to a particular plurality of the MEMS device in a concrete example which 
merely exemplifies a possible use of these devices with various staplers. 

D3 also discloses the subject-matter of claim 1. See fig. 65. Please note that, although 
the DLU of D3 does not have any kind of sensors, claim 1 does not require to have 
them. Since the end effector of claim 1 should be merely configured to be operably 
coupled to some unclaimed and thus unknown systems and/or components, "such 
that at least one sensor within said end effector is electrically insulated ... ". NB said 
sensor was not defined as forming part of the end effector before. Hence, this sensor 
also could be a part of non-claimed robotic system, which is inserted into the end 
effector (DLU) of D3 when said end effector is operably coupled to this unknown 
robotic system. The same arguments apply mutatis-mutandis with regard to claim 15 
which is also disclosed by D3. 

2 Dependent claims 

Dependent claims 2-14, 16-20 are also not new over D1-D3. For the details 
respectively the disclosure of the dependent claims by D1 see the following 
references: 

claims 2-6 -> para. 39; 

claims 7, 12, 17 & 19 -> para. 55 viz. "the remote sensor 368, which may be 
positioned in the plastic cartridge 34 (see Figure 3)"; 
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claims 8 & 14 -> "the elongated electrically conductive member" is not claimed; re 
"electrically conductive component" see para. 44 i.e. "may include an antenna (or coil) 
for inductive coupling"; 

claim 9 -> e.g. fig. 1; 

claims 1 0 & 11 -> para. 21 & fig. 3; 

claims 13 & 20 -> defines a method step; 

claim 16 -> NB "the robotic system is not claimed" thus, claim 16 defines a method of 
use i.e. "the drive shaft is powered by a motor"; 

claim 18 -> re "electrically conductive component" see para. 44; NB "the elongated 
electrically conductive member" is not claimed; thus, claim 16 defines a method of 
use i.e. "the electrically conductive component coupled to the elongated electrically 
conductive member"; 

3 Further remarks 

3.1 Independent apparatus claims should have been drafted in the two-part form 
in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 

3.2 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3.3 Incorporation of documents by reference (e.g. on p. 1) is not possible in some 
of the Designated States. 

3.4 The vague and imprecise statement ("the spirit ... of the invention") in the 
description in para. 254, 260, 293 and 325 implies that the subject-matter for 
which protection is sought may be different to that defined by the claims, 
thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to interpret them. 
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A Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due was mailed on December 11, 2012 in 

connection with the above-identified application (the "Subject Application"). The issue fee has 

not yet been paid. Assignee of the entire right, title, and interest in and to the subject application 

(hereinafter "Applicant"), submits the following: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 3 of this paper. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace Paragraph [015_4] with the following amended Paragraph: 

[0154] It should be noted that although the embodiments of the instrument 10 described herein 

employ an end effector 12 that staples the severed tissue, in other embodiments different 

techniques for fastening or sealing the severed tissue may be used. For example, end effectors 

that use RF energy or adhesives to fasten the severed tissue may also be used. U.S. Patent No. 

5,709,680, entitled "Electrosurgical Hemostatic Device" to Yates et al., and U.S. Patent No. 

5,688,270, entitled "Electrosurgical Hemostatic Device With Recessed And/Or Offset 

Electrodes" to Yates et al., which are incorporated herein by reference, discloses cutting 

instruments that use RF energy to fasten the severed tissue. U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 

11/267,811, now U.S. Patent No. 7,673,783, to Morgan et al. and U.S. Patent Application Serial 

No. 11/267,383, now U.S. Patent No. 7,607,557, to Shelton et al., which are also incorporated 

herein by reference, disclose cutting instruments that use adhesives to fasten the severed tissue. 

Accordingly, although the description herein refers to cutting/stapling operations and the like, it 

should be recognized that this is an exemplary embodiment and is not meant to be limiting. 

Other tissue-fastening techniques may also be used. 
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REMARKS 

Applicant has amended paragraph [0154] which was previously amended on November 

13, 2012. At the time of the previous amendment, a portion of the paragraph as originally filed 

with the application on February 9, 2012 was inadvertently omitted from the text. 

Status of Co-Owned Applications 

Applicant is the owner of the applications identified below. Applicant has set forth the 

status of these applications as presently understood by Applicant. Applicant presumes that the 

Examiner can obtain copies of the US PTO file histories and related documents for the identified 

applications. Should the Examiner be unable to obtain such documents, please contact 

Applicant's undersigned Attorney and copies of any necessary documents will be immediately 

provided. 

(1) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,259, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between a Control Unit of a Robotic System and Remote Sensor", 

Status: Applicant has not yet received an Action on the merits; 

(2) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,807, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Remote Sensor", Status: A Notice of 

Allowance was mailed on February 5, 2013; 

(3) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,715, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Sensor Transponders", Status: A Non­

Final Office Action was mailed on December 3, 2012. Applicant has not yet responded to that 

Action; 

(4) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,806, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Elements To Communicate Between Control Unit and End Effector", Status: now U.S. Patent 

No. 7,954,682; 

(5) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,768, entitled "Prevention of Cartridge 

Reuse In a Surgical Instrument", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 7,721,931; 
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(6) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,771, entitled "Post-Sterilization 

Programming of Surgical Instruments", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 7,738,971; 

(7) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,788, entitled "Interlock and Surgical 

Instrument Including Same", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 7,721,936; 

(8) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/651,785, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Enhanced Battery Performance", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 7,900,805; 

(9) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,210, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Disposable Motor Driven Loading Unit", Status: Applicant has not yet received an Action on 

the merits; 

(10) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,194, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Endoscopic Accessory Channel", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was mailed on 

September 5, 2012. An Amendment was filed on December 3, 2012. A Notification ofNon­

Compliant Amendment was mailed on February 7, 2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that 

Action; 

(11) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,253, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Motorized Surgical Instrument", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was mailed on 

September 26, 2012. An Amendment was filed on December 26, 2012; 

(12) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,278, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical Stapling Devices That Produce Formed Staples Having Different Lengths", Status: 

Applicant has not yet received an Action on the merits; 

(13) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,190, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Motorized Surgical Cutting and Fastening Instrument", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was 

mailed on January 17, 2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action; 

(14) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,223, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Shaft Based Rotary Drive Systems For Surgical Instruments", Status: Applicant has not yet 

received an Action on the merits; 

(15) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,263, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical Instrument Having Recording Capabilities", Status: Applicant has not yet received an 

Action on the merits; 
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(16) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,272, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical Instrument With Force Feedback Capabilities", Status: Applicant has not yet received 

an Action on the merits; 

(17) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,246, entitled "Robotically-Driven 

Surgical Instrument With E-Beam Driver", Status: Applicant has not yet received an Action on 

the merits; 

(18) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/118,241, entitled "Surgical Stapling 

Instruments With Rotatable Staple Deployment Arrangements", Status: Applicant has not yet 

received an Action on the merits; 

(19) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/026,493, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Remote Sensor", Status: A Non-Final 

Office Action was mailed on July 25, 2012. A Response and Terminal Disclaimer were filed on 

October 25, 2012. A Request for Continued Examination along with an Information Disclosure 

Statement were filed on February 7, 2013. 

(20) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/037,498, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Remote Sensor", Status: Abandoned; 

(21) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/631,346, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Remote Sensor", Status: Applicant has not 

yet received an Action on the merits; 

(22) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/793,595, entitled "Surgical Instrument With 

Wireless Communication Between Control Unit and Sensor Transponders", Status: A Non­

Final Office Action was mailed on December 4, 2012. Applicant has not yet responded to that 

Action. 

(23) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/793,599, entitled "Interlock and Surgical 

Instrument Including Same", Status: A Restriction Requirement was mailed on January 22, 

2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action; 

(24) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/780,380, entitled "Post-Sterilization 

Programming of Surgical Instruments", Status: Abandoned; 
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(25) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/856,099, entitled "Disposable Motor­

Driven Loading Unit For Use With a Surgical Cutting and Stapling Apparatus", Status: now 

U.S. Patent No. 8,196,795; 

(26) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/031,628, entitled "Disposable Motor­

Driven Loading Unit For Use With a Surgical Cutting and Stapling Apparatus", Status: now 

U.S. Patent No. 7,793,812; 

(27) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,666, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical End Effector System With Rotary Actuated Closure Systems", Status: A Non-Final 

Office Action was mailed on February 7, 2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action; 

(28) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/277,324, entitled "Articulating Endoscopic 

Accessory Channel", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was mailed on August 22, 2012. an 

Amendment was filed on November 21, 2012; 

(29) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,594, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical Instrument With Selectively Articulatable End Effector", Status: Applicant has not yet 

received an Action on the merits; 

(30) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/235,972, entitled "Motorized Surgical 

Instrument", Status: A Final Office Action was mailed on September 6, 2011. A Response and 

Request for Continued Examination was filed on December 6, 2011; 

(31) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,588, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Motorized Surgical End Effector System With Rotary Actuated Closure Systems Having 

Variable Actuation Speeds", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was mailed on November 9, 

2012. An Amendment was filed on February 11, 2013; 

(32) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/711,979, entitled "Surgical Stapling 

Devices That Produce Formed Staples Having Different Lengths", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 

8,317,070; 

(33) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/216,562, entitled "Staple Cartridges For 

Forming Staples Having Differing Formed Staple Heights", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 

7,669,746; 

- 6 -

477



Application Serial No. 13/369,609 
Amendment After Allowance dated February 22, 2013 

(34) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,629, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Cable-Based Surgical End Effectors", Status: A Notice of Allowance was mailed on December 

12, 2012. A Notice to File Corrected Application Papers was mailed on January 15, 2013. An 

Amendment After Final was filed on February 5, 2013; 

(35) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/031,567, entitled "Motorized Surgical 

Cutting and Fastening Instrument Having Handle Based Power Source", Status: A Non-Final 

Rejection was mailed on February 6, 2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action; 

(36) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,584, entitled "Surgical Stapling 

Instruments With Cam-Driven Staple Deployment Arrangements", Status: A Notice of 

Allowance was mailed on November 26, 2012. A Request for Continued Examination along 

with an Information Disclosure Statement was filed on February 14, 2013; 

(37) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/020,053, entitled "Shaft Based Rotary 

Drive System For Surgical Instruments", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 8,196,796; 

(38) U;S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/810,015, entitled "Surgical Instrument 

Having a Multiple Rate Directional Switching Mechanism", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 

7,905,380; 

(39) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,578, entitled "Shiftable Drive Interface 

For Robotically-Controlled Surgical Tool", Status: A Notice ofAllowance was mailed on 

November 13, 2012. A Request for Continued Examination along with an Information 

Disclosure Statement was filed on February 4, 2013; 

(40) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 12/949,099, entitled "Surgical Instrument 

Having Recording Capabilities", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 8,167,185; 

(41) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/343,803, entitled "Surgical Instrument 

Having Recording Capabilities", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 7,845,537; 

(42) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,561, entitled "Automated End Effector 

Component Reloading System For Use With a Robotic System", Status: Applicant has not yet 

received an Action on the merits; 
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(43) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,569, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical Instrument With Force-Feedback Capabilities", Status: A Final Office Action was 

mailed on January 8, 2013. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action; 

(44) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/372,195, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

End Effector", Status: Applicant has not yet received an Action on the merits; 

(45) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 11/538,154, entitled "Articulating Surgical 

Stapling Instrument Incorporating a Two-Piece E-Beam Firing Mechanism", Status: 

Abandoned; 

(46) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/443,617, entitled "Surgical Stapling 

Instrument Incorporating an E-Beam Firing Mechanism", Status: now U.S. Patent No. 

6,978,921; 

(47) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/369,601, entitled "Robotically-Controlled 

Surgical End Effector System", Status: A Non-Final Office Action was mailed on November 

21, 2012. An Amendment was filed on February 19, 2013; and 

(48) U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 13/489,500, Status: A Non-Final Office 

Action was mailed on September 5, 2012. Applicant has not yet responded to that Action. 
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Conclusion 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully request that the Primary Examiner recommend that the 

present amendment be entered in connection with the Subject Application. 

If the Examiner has any remaining concerns, the Examiner is invited to contact the 

undersigned at the telephone number set forth below so that such concerns may be expeditiously 

addressed. 

The Office is hereby authorized to charge any underpayments of fees, or credit any 

overpayments, to Deposit Account No. 11-1110. 

K&L GATES LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixth A venue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 
(412) 355-8303 

- 9 -
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Attorney for Applicant 
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PATENT 
Attorney Docket No. END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Examiner: Brian D. Nash 

In re application of 
Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Group Art Unit No. 3721 

Serial No.: 13/369,609 

DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABL Y 
COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

Filing Date: February 9, 2012 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 

February 22, 2013 

Assignee of the entire right, title and interest in and to the above-captioned 

application (hereinafter "Applicant"), in accordance with the duty of disclosure pursuant 

to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, hereby advises the United States Patent and Trademark Office of 

the references listed on the accompanying forms PTO/SB/08a and PTO/SB/08b 

(substitute for 1449/PTO) Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant. A copy of 

each of the non-U.S. patent references cited therein is herewith enclosed. Applicant is 

not enclosing copies of the yet-to-be-published patent applications cited herein and 

Pl-3467406 v1 
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which may be accessed by the Examiner on the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office's PAIR database. However, copies of such documents will be provided upon 

request. 

Applicant notes that although the cited references may be relevant to the 

examination of the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of 

this Information Disclosure Statement "shall not be construed to be an admission that 

the information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 

as defined in § 1.56(b)." 

Applicant files herewith: 

- a European Examination Report which was issued in connection with 
corresponding European Application Number 08250100.8 on February 19, 
2009. 

- A European Search Report whfch was issued in connection with 
corresponding European Application Number 08250080.2 on November 4, 
2009. 

- A European Examination Report which was issued in connection with 
corresponding European Application Number 08250093.5 on June 14, 2010. 

- A European Examination Report which was issued in connection with 
corresponding European Application Number 08250080.2 on June 14, 2010. 

- An International Search Report which was issued in connection with 
corresponding PCT Application Number PCT/US2012/026997 on May 7, 2012. 

- A Written Opinion which was issued in connection with corresponding PCT 
Application Number PCT/US2012/026997 on May 7, 2012. 

- An International Search Report which was issued in connection with 
corresponding PCT Application Number PCT/US2012/039156 on October 29, 
2012. 

- A Written Opinion which was issued in connection with corresponding PCT 
Application Number PCT/US2012/039156 on October 29, 2012. 

- A European Search Report which was issued in connection with European 
Application Number 12173458.6 on December 6, 2012. 
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Applicant submits that no fee is necessary for consideration of this Information 

Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4). Nevertheless, the Office is hereby 

authorized to charge Account No. 11-1110 for any fees necessary for consideration of 

this Information Disclosure Statement. 

K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2613 

(412) 355-8303 
(412) 355-6501 (FAX) 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

IL PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

or Fax 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

92223 7590 03/07/2013 

K&L Gates LLP 
210 SIXTH A VENUE 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-2613 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

13/369,609 02/09/2012 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 

(Depositor's name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

Frederick E. Shelton IV END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 9149 

TITLE OF INVENTION: DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL TOOL TO A ROBOT 

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE 

nonprovisional NO $1770 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

NASH, BRIAND 3721 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address ( or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

$300 $0 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

227-175100 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

$2070 06/07/2013 

2 ______________ _ 

3 ______________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 

0 Issue Fee 

0 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 

0 Advance Order - # of Copies _________ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 

4b. Payment ofFee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

0 A check is enclosed. 

0 Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

0 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number ( enclose an extra copy of this form). 

0 b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR l.27(g)(2). 

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

Authorized Signature _______________________ _ Date ____________________ _ 

Typed or printed name ______________________ _ Registration No. ________________ _ 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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UNITED STA IBS p A IBNT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

13/369,609 02/09/2012 

92223 7590 03/07/2013 

K&L Gates LLP 
210 SIXTH A VENUE 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-2613 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Frederick E. Shelton IV 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria., Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 9149 

EXAMINER 

NASH, BRIAND 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3721 

DATE MAILED: 03/07/2013 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is O day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be O day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571 )-272-4200. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with 
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to 
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this 
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b )(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the 
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process 
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the 
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine 
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or 
expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom 
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of 
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these 
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting 
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel 
in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress 
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency 
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be 
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this 
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for 
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy 
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of 
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and 
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance 
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant 
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about 
individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either 
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CPR 1.14, as a 
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in 
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published 
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or 
regulation. 
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Notice of Allowability 

Application No. 

13/369,609 
Examiner 

BRIAN D. NASH 

Applicant(s) 

SHEL TON, FREDERICK E. 
Art Unit 

3721 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. [8J This communication is responsive to RCE filed 2/22/2013. 

2. D An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on __ ; the restriction 
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3. [8J The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 4-30. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent 
Prosecution Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, 
please see http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.isp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov . 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) D All b) D Some* c) D None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: __ . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. D CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/ Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number {see 37 CFR 1.84{c)) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121{d). 

6. 0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1. D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. [8J Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 
Paper No./Mail Date __ 

3. D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 

4. D Interview Summary (PTO-413), 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

/BRIAN D NASH/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

5. [8J Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

6. D Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

7. D Other __ . 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 09-12) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20130225 
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Application/Control Number: 13/369,609 

Art Unit: 3721 

DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner's Comments 

Page 2 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

l.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 

examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR l.17(e) has been timely paid, the 

finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 

submission filed on 2/22/2013 has been entered. The pending claims remain 1 and 4-30. 

2. As previously stated in the Notice of Allowance mailed 12/11/2012, all matters of form have been 

remedied and applicant's amendment has combined the indicated allowable subject matter with their 

respective base claims which now places the application in condition for allowance over the prior art of 

record. The prior art of record shows similar examples of elements disclosed in applicant's invention; 

however, it is the examiner's opinion that it would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 

the art at the time of the invention to combine or modify the prior art in order to arrive at applicant's 

invention. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 

be directed to Brian Nash whose telephone number is 571-272-4465. The examiner can normally be 

reached on Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 

unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, M. Alexandra Elve can be reached at 571-272-1173. The official 

fax number for this Group is: 571-273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. For more information about the PAIR system, see www.uspto.gov. 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 

(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Brian D. Nash/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 
2/25/2013 
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IS23II6 I606/139.ccls. and stapler and cartridge and IIus- IIOR IION 12009/02/201 
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EAST Search History 

i !,',,,,,, anvil and (control same articulate) ! PGPUB· ! ! 10:40 
I,,,,, I USPAT: I i 

i EPO· : ,,,I 

IJPO, : r r 1~"2_2_7-"/_$_a_n_d_s-ta_p_le_r_a-nd-( (-u-p-pe_r_o_r-lo_w_e-r)-~!~u-s---~:'DR IION i~2-00_9_/ _11_/_08~:· 
I I : with jaw) and ((clamp or grip) same tissue) I PGPUB;: : ! 11 :46 : 
I I : and anvil and cartridge and handle and ! USPAT;: : ! : 
i ! i trigger ! EPO; ! ! i ! 

106103 i ::6·0·6~:1i--~~d--~t-~pi~;--~~d--(·(·~-pp~~---~;--i~~~;J __________ 1 ~~ --------IDR ION i ;·aagi·1·;·1asi 
! ! ! with jaw) and ((clamp or grip) same tissue) ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 11 :46 ! 
I I I and anvil and cartridge and handle and I USPAT; I I I I 
i ! :trigger ! EPO; ! ! i ! 
I ________ J _____________ l ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _jJPO ________ : ________________________ : __________________ _! __________________________ : r7 IDI 606/139.ccls. and stapler and cartridge and ! US- :DR IION 12009/11/081 
I ! ! anvil and (control same articulate) ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 11 :47 ! 

I I I l~~~T;I I I I 
ID8iorn :1S25S26S27 i~~ :DR :ON j2009111108: , i , i PGPUB·, , i 11 '47 , 

I I I 1~~T:1 I I . I 
! ! ! ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 11 :47 ! 

l .......... 1 ............. 1 ........................................................................................................... l~~T;l ........................ 1 ................... 1 .......................... ! 
ro1D!"20090314820" !US- !DR !ON !2009/12/29! ! ! ! ! PGPUB· ! ! ! 08'46 ! 

I I I 1~~T:1 I I . I 
r31 r1 I ((DAVID) near2 (<?flEEN)).INV. i us- iDR !DN ! 2009/12/29! 
i i ' i PGPUB·i i 109·16 i 

I l J l~~I J J I 
r32 r8 I ((HENRY) near2 (BOLANOS)).INV. I us- IDR :DN !2009/12/29: 
! ! ! !PGPUB;! ! !09:38 ! 

I I I l~~~~I I I I 
lS3311117 I ((WAYNE) near2 (YOUNG)).INV. I US- :DR iDN !2009/12/291 
i ! i ! PGPUB·! ! io9·38 ! 

I ________ J ___________ J ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ J ~~~~I ________________________ I _________________ J _____ -___________________ I 
i i i i PGPUB· 0 

' !09-39 ' 
r4 r I ((Sfrn.lAN) near2 (DEFONZO)).I NV. I us- IDR :DN ! 2009/12/29: 

I ________ J ___________ l ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __! ~~~~_I ________________________ _! _________________ L ___ . __________________ _! 

10
5
10°

0 
11S3

1 
S3

2
S33S34 iu& IDR ION 120091121291 , i , i PGPUB·, , i 09·39 , 

I I I l~~~T:1 I I I 
' ~~~~~~~~·' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~· ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· > ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~' 

ln6 ln92 11S35 and staple I U& lnR rN 12009/12/291 i i i i PGPUB; i i i 09:40 i 

I I ! l~~~T;! ! I ! 
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'-~~~~~~~~~~, -~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · 1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · 1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 

0
1160 ! S35 and staple and (clutch or pusher) ! US- !DR :ON I 2009/12/29: 

: ! PGPUB; ! ! j 09:40 ! 

I l~~~T;I I I I 
""""""!""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""":JP() _________ :""""""""""""":""""""""""! """"""""""""": 

S38 199 (U&20060180634-$ or U&20060175375-$ or i US- OR ON j 2009/1 '29 
U&20060025816-$ or US-20060097026-$ or ! PGPUB; ! 10:08 
U&20060060630-$ or US-20060049230-$ or i USPAT; 
U&20060022015-$ or US-20060022014-$ or i EPO 
U&20060000868-$ or US-20050173490-$ or : 
U&20060000867-$ or US-20050263562-$ or : 
U&20050178813-$ or US-20050070958-$ or : 
U&20050070925-$ or US-20050023324-$ or ! 
U&20050067459-$ or US-20050067458-$ or ! 
U&20050067457-$ or US-20040232196-$ or ! 
U&20040232200-$ or US-20040232199-$ or : 
U&20040232197-$ or US-20040232195-$ or : 
U&20060212069-$ or US-20030009193- i 
$) .did. or ( US-7059508-$ or US-7083075-$ or : 
U&6988649-$ or U& 7044352-$ or U& ! 
7000819-$ or U&7000818-$ or U&6905057-$! 
or U&6978921-$ or U&6959852-$ or U& ! 
5690269-$ or U&H002037-$ or US-H001904- i 
$ or U&5901895-$ or U&5797538-$ or U& : 
5540375-$ or U&5485947-$ or U&5779130-$i 
or U&5653374-$ or U&5636780-$ or U& : 
5364001-$ or U&5484095-$ or U&5482197-$ ! 
or U&5456401-$ or U&5326013-$ or U& ! 
5312023-$ or U&5307976-$).did. or (US- I 
7070083-$ or U&6755338-$ or U&5680982-$ ! 
or U&5487500-$ or U&5484451-$ or U& : 
5397324-$ or U&5318221-$ or U&5240163-$: 
or U&5040715-$ or U&4951861-$ or U& : 
4787387-$ or U&4662555-$ or U&4610383-$ ! 
or U&4520817-$ or U&4399810-$ or U& ! 
4375866-$ or U&5071430-$ or U&5084057-$ ! 
or U&4691853-$ or U&5156609-$ or U& : 
4944443-$ or U&4919152-$ or U&4841888-$: 
or U&4821942-$ or U&4784137-$ or U& : 
4728020-$ or U&4573622-$).did. or (US- : 
4566620-$ or U&4519532-$ or U&4978049-$: 
or U&4256251-$ or U&4027510-$ or U& ! 
RE28932-$ or U&3777538-$ or U&3593903-$! 
or U&4664305-$ or U&5042707-$ or U& : 
5381943-$ or U&5176702-$ or U&5174487-$: 
or U&5163945-$ or U&5161725-$ or U& : 
5053038-$ or U&5049153-$ or U&5049152-$: 
or U&5047038-$ or U&5015249-$ or U& : 
5002551-$ or U&4997436-$ or U&4919391-$ ! 
or U&4919320-$ or U&4919112-$ or U& ! 
4899745-$ or U&4887756-$).did. or (US- I 
4887601-$ or U&4880015-$ or U&4874122-$ ! 
or U&4872456-$ or U&4821939-$ or U& : 
4811886-$ or U&4807628-$ or U&4802478-$: 
or U&4789090-$ or U&5251801-$ or U& : 
5246450-$ or U&5246156-$ or U&5222975-$ ! 
or U&5220928-$ or U&5147373-$ or U& ! 
5125553-$ or U&5100420-$ or U&RE33362-$! 
or U&4934364-$ or U&4747531-$ or U& : 
4719917-$ or U&4706668-$ or U&4706655-$: 
or U&4671279-$ or U&4665906-$ or U& : 
4662373-$ or U&4655221-$) .did. or ( US- : 
4618086-$ or U&4616650-$ or U&4610251-$ ! 
or U&4596350-$ or U&4592498-$ or U& I 

file:///CI/U sers/bnash/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/l 3369609/EASTSearchHistory .13369609 _Accessible Version.htm[2/25/2013 10:41 :02 AM] 

557



EAST Search History 

: 4591086-$ or U&4550715-$ or U&4532927-$ ! 
I or U&4527726-$ or U&4527724-$ or U& I 
: 4523695-$ or U&4509518-$ or U&4506819-$ i 
! or U&4489875-$ or U&4485953-$ or U& ! 
! 4485816-$ or U&4452245-$ or U&4407286-$ ! 
I or U&4838884-$ or U&4688555-$ or U& I 
: 4763669-$ or U&4634035-$ or U&4454875-$: 
! or U&4607638-$ or U&4624254-$ or U& ! 
I 4583670-$ or U&4603693-$) .did. or ( US- ! 
: 4523707-$ or U&4562839-$ or U&4496090-$ i 
! or U&452617 4-$ or U&4406392-$ or U& ! 
! 4403693-$ or U&434 784 7-$ or U&4321002-$ ! 
! or U&4317535-$ or U&4296751-$ or U& I 
i 4261244-$ or U&4207873-$ or U&4204623-$: 
! or U&3955581-$ or U&3314431-$ or U& ! 
14505273-$ or U&4349028-$ or U&4470532-$ I 
: or U&4316468-$ or U&4391402-$ or U& i 
! 4196836-$ or U&4127227-$ or U&3643851-$ ! 
! or U&3494533-$ or U&3871379-$ or U& ! 
! 3837555-$ or U&3763860-$) .did. or ( US- I 
I 4043504-$ or U&4014492-$ or U&3054406-$ I 
: or U&2448741-$ or U&0389660-$ or U& : 
I 0312413-$).did. or (DE-4204623-$ or DE- ! 
: 4127227-$ or DE-3837555-$ or WO-3054406- i 
I$. or_ DE-4321002-$. or _ _DE-4207873-$) .did. _______ J ------------------· ----------------------·--' ----------------·--' IDO ~~s~~~~,~~e9~~)d (~lut~h~r~~~I) a~d I;~~:![][ J~~=~o=g=~.=12=12=9~1

1 

!Do !02 i (US-3955581-$ or US-RE28932-$ or us- rSPAT !DON 12009/12/30! 
! I : 4204623-$ or U&4391402-$ or U&5484095-$ ! ! I 15: 19 I 

I I I ~~~2~ii8:963Ut~;~s~i51°231Jt~~i!s, $ I I I ! Ill or .. U&5452~~6-$ .. or.U&55~7f~.7-$)_.did ........... ~ .. .J ................. 1 ................... · ........................... . 

IDD ~O~n~(clutchor~~wl)I ;~~:ID[ I ;~~;~1~~~1 
!02 !02 I (US-3955581-$ or US-RE28932-$ or us- rSPAT IDDN i 2009/12/30: 

Ill ~~~~~~t~~!:~i~~~~~~it~~~~d~~~;~:: I .............. 1. J 
16 ~~! 

'03 'D: (("7624903") or ("5364002") or ! US- ·ooFF . 2010/05/06' I ! ! ("5289963")).PN. ! PGPUB;! 115 41 ! 
! I : I USPAT;: I : I 

111 .......................................................................................................... lj~; ...... 1 ................... 1 .......................... .1 

100 22~/1753~1s an~(t~tile~rin~i~ator)I ;~~:ILi[ I ~~1~~07/~~I 
IDD~1;~:1.DD~I 

l[S46 jf 105 11"227"/$ and stapler and ((upper or lower) 11us- IIOR IION 112010/07/091 
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i : with jaw) and ((clamp or grip) same tissue) ! PGPUB· ! ! 21 :47 
I,,,, : and anvil and cartridge and handle and I USPAT! I i 

I,,_ trigger i EPO· i I,, 

IJPO, : 

IS471[16571227/176.1,19,179.1,180.1,181.1,182.1.ccls. i US- IDR rN i~2-01_0_/0_7_/_09~:· 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i21'47 i 

I I I 1e~T:1 I I · ! 
IDs 1D79 : 84-7--~~d--j·~;;;--~~d--~~;t·~-i-dg~"""""""""""""""""""""" i us~"""""iDR ioN I 2'0'1'cii'a'11O9i 
! ! ! ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 21 :47 ! 

I I I l~~~T;I I I I 
I ________ j ____________ _! ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _JJPO ________ ! ________________________ ! __________________ _! __________________________ ! 

IS49 r57 I S48 and (trigger or handle) and anvil and I US- IDR :ON j 2010/07/09: I ! : (sever or cut or knife or blade) ! PGPUB; ! ! j 21 :47 ! 

I I I l~~~T;I I I I 
! __________ l ____________ j """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""IJPO _________ : _________________________ : _________________ j """"""""""""": ro ID: ("20090095790").PN. I US- :DR IOFF 12010/07/131 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i 14·16 i 

I I ! 1e~T:1 ! I · ! 
l01 r I ((MICHA8-) near2 (WHITMAN)).INV. I US- iDR iDN j 2010/07/13i 
! ! ! ! PGPUB;! ! ! 14:17 ! 

I ________ J __________ ___I ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___I ~~~~ I ________________________ I ________________ J __________________________ I 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i 14·18 i 
r2 IDs i ((DONALD) near2 (MALINOUSKAS)).INV. I US- :DR :DN !2010/07/13: 

I ________ J ___________ J ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ J ~~~~I ________________________ I _________________ J _____ -___________________ I 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i 14·18 i 
r3 ID6 : ((PETER) near2 (DATCUK)).INV. ! US- !DR !DN j2010/07/13! 

I ________ J ___________ l ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __! ~~~~_I ________________________ _! _________________ L ___ . __________________ _! 

r54 r1 I ((DAVID) near2 (NICHOLAS)).INV. I US- IDR :DN j 2010/07/13: 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i 14·19 i 

I ________ I ____________ I ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ l ~~~~_I ________________________ _! ________________ J ______ -__________________ _! 

IDs !035 !1S51 S52 S53 S54 ! us- !DR !ON !2010101113! i ! i ! PGPUB·! ! i 14·19 ! 

I I I 1~~~T:1 I I . I 
I ________ j ____________ _! ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _JJPO ________ ! ________________________ ! __________________ _! __________________________ ! 

r56 r4 lc<i5 and jaw and gear and shaft I US- IDR :ON !2010/07/13: 
i i i i PGPUB·i i i 14·20 i 

I I I l~~~T:1 I I . I 
! __________ l ____________ j """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""IJPO _________ : _________________________ : _________________ j """"""""""""": r 102 I (US-3955581-$ or US-RE28932-$ or US- rSPAT IDR :ON I 2010/07/13: 
! ! ! 4204623-$ or U&4391402-$ or U&5484095-$ ! ! ! ! 16:28 ! 
I I : or US-5289963-$ or U&5312023-$ or U& I i i l i 
I I : 3892228-$ or U&4728020-$ or U&5484451-$ I : : I : 
! ________ I ____________ :or_ US-5452836-$ _ or __ U&55471_17-$) .did. _____________ ] _________________ I _________________________ I ___________________ I __________________________ I 
IICOB r91 1227/175.1,19,175.2,179.1,180.1.cds. and (jaw US- lnR rN 12010/07/131 
i i : or clamp) and gear PGPUB; i i i 16:33 i 

I I I e~T;I ! 1 ! 
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'-~~~~~~~~~~, -~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · 1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~, 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 11.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · 1~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 

0
1304 !227/175.1,19,175.2,179.1,180.1.cds. and ! US- !DR :ON 12010/07/13! 

j ((jaw or clamp) same (closed or pivot)) and ! PGPUB;! ! ! 16:34 ! 
! gear ! USPAT; ! ! ! ! 
! ! EPO; ! ! ! ! 

............ : .......................................................................................................... !JP() ......... ! ......................... ! ................... 1 .......................... 1 

D
O !078 ! 227/19.ccls. and ((staples or fastener) with ! US- !DR !ON ! 2010/07/13! 

! !(arrayorrow))andjawandgear !PGPUB;! ! !21:19 ! 
i , i USPAT i i 1 i 

I i I EPO; ': : I : 
!! .......................................................................................................... : JP() ..... 1 ........................ 1 .................. 1 . .. ......... 1 

0
1 !D42 ! "227"/$.ccls. and shaft and effector and (pivot I US- !DR !ON I 2010/07/13! I ! or roatate) and (jaw or anvil) and gear I PGPUB; j j ! 21 :30 j 
I : I USPAT;: : ! : 
11 .......................................................................................................... lj~; ....... 1 ......................... 1 ................... 1 ............. 1 

0
2 iD68 ! "227"/$.ccls. and shaft and (effector with I US- :DR :ON ! 2010/07/13\ 

! ! (pivot or roatate)) and (jaw or anvil) and ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 21 :31 ! 
! ! gear ! USPAT; ! ! ! ! 
! ! ! EPO; ! ! ! ! 
I! .......................................................................................................... ! JP() ......... ! ......................... ! ................... 1 . .. ............ ! 

0
3 !D65 ! "227"/$.ccls. and shaft and (effector with ! US- !DR !ON ! 2010/07/13! 

! ! (pivot or roatate)) and (jaw or anvil) and gear! PGPUB; ! ! ! 21 :31 ! 
I : and (row or array or cartridge) I USPAT;: : I : 
I : I EPO; : : ! : 

=!! .......................................................................................................... !JP() ..... 1 ........................ 1 .................. 1 ............. 1 
S64 215 ("2448741 I "3079606 I "3490675 I ! US- OR ON i 2010/07/13! 

"3499591" "3593903" "3618842" I PGPUB; 
"3643851" "3662939" "3675688" ! USPAT; 
"3717294" "3735762" "3788303" I USOCR 
"3815476" "3819100" "3837555" ! 
"3892228" "3949924" "4086926" ! 
"4111206" "4169476" "4207873" ! 
"4273129" "4331277" "4349028" ! 
"4383634" "4429695" "4520817" I 
"4562839" "4566620" "4573468" ! 
"4573622" "4580712" "4606343" ! 
"4610383" "4633874" "4671445" ! 
"4688555" "4714187" "4715520" ! 
"4728020" "4754909" "4763669" ! 
"4784137" "4819853" "4821942" ! 
"4848637" "4880015" "4941623" I 
"4944443" "4955959" "4978049" ! 
"5018657" "5040715" "5042707" ! 
"5047038" "5071430" "5170925" ! 
"Re28932").PN ... oR.("5312023").URPN ................ J 

:== ~=t~==~==~===~=====;~==~::O:===~~==~~===~I 
S65 179 ("3079606 I "3490675 I "4244372 I US- OR ON I 2010/07/13 

"4429695" "4520817" "4589413" PGPUB; !21:55 
"4605001" "4608981" "4610383" USPAT; 
"4633861" "4633874" "4672964" USOCR 
"4763669" "4863088" "4880015" 
"4892244" "4978049" "4991764" 
"5040715" "5065929" "5071052" 
"5074454" "5083695" "5111987" 
"5129570" "5141144" "5152279" 
"5209747" "5275608" "5282826" 
"5307976" "5312023" "5318221" 
"5326013" "5330502" "5332142" 
"5350391" "5354311" "5374277" 
"5376095" "5383888" "5397046" 
"5415334" "5415335" "5433721" 
"5465895" "5467911" "5474566" 
"5474571" "5484451" "5486185" 
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1 
: "5487500" I "5507426" I "5535935" I 1 

' 

I : "5582617" I "5605272" I "5630539" I I ! 
I "5762255" I "5797537" I "5820009" I ! I 
I "5901895" I "6010054" I "6032849" I ! ! 

........ .J ............ , "Re3451 9") . PN ... OR. ( "6241. 139"). URPN ................ J .............................................................. j .......................... . 

D
6 ID04 : ("5605272" I "5743456" I "5779130" I ! US- :DR :ON ! 2010/07/13: 

I : "5797537" I "5829662" I "5893506" I ! PGPUB;: : ! 21 :56 : 
I i "5901895" I "5964394" I "6010054" I ! USPAT;: : l : 
I i "6202914" I "6330965").PN. OR ! USOCR: : ! : 
II ("6786382").URPN ................................................................ : ................. : ........................ : .................. ! . .. ........... : 

0
71082 : 227/19.ccls. and ((staples or fastener) with ! US- !DR !ON I 2010/08/28! 

I :(arrayorrow))andjawandgear IPGPUB;! : !15:10 : 
I : I USPAT;: : ! : 
11 ....................................................................................................... J j~; ...... 1 ........................ I ................. J . .. ........... I 

0
8 iD: 128/898.ccls. and ((staples or fastener) with : US- :DR :ON ! 2010/08/28! 

I :(arrayorrow))andjawandgear !PGPUB;: : !15:10 : 

I I l~~~T;I I I I 
I: .......................................................................................................... !JP0 ......... : ......................... 1 ................... 1 .............. : 

0
9 10570 :1128/898.ccls. ! US- !DR !ON l 2010/08/28! I i iPGPUB·i i !15-10 i 

I : ! USPAT: : : I . : 
I I I EPO; ': : I : 
I: ............................................................................ :JPO ..... 1 ....................... .1 .................. ! . .. ......... 1 

0
70 ID: (("20070023477") or ("7241288")).PN. i US- :DR rlFF 12010111/19: 

I i i PGPUB·i i i 15-42 i 

I I l~~~T:1 I I . I 
11 .......................................................................................................... !JPO ......... : ......................... : ................... ! ............. : 

0
71 iD: ("2007002377").PN. i US- :DR 'IOFF 12010/11/19; i i i PGPUB·i i i 16"42 i 

I I 1~~~T:1 I I . I 
I: ........................................................................................................ j JPO ....... .: ........................ .: ................... 1 ............ .: 

D[J: ("20110240714").PN. ! US- :DR lOFF 12012/05/0S, 
i ! PGPUB;: : l 16:27 : 
: i USPA T i i i i 
: !usocFi: : ! : 

873 545 (U&20060180634-$ or U&20060175375-$ or US- . OR . OFF l 2012/05/051 
U&20060025816-$ or US-20060097026-$ or PGPUB; l 17:46 i 
U&20060060630-$ or US-20060049230-$ or USPAT; 
U&20060022015-$ or US-20060022014-$ or EPO 
U&20060000868-$ or US-20050173490-$ or 
U&20060000867-$ or US-20050263562-$ or 
U&20050178813-$ or US-20050070958-$ or 
U&20050070925-$ or US-20050023324-$ or 
U&20050067459-$ or US-20050067458-$ or 
U&20050067457-$ or US-20040232196-$ or 
U&20040232200-$ or US-20040232199-$ or 
U&20040232197-$ or US-20040232195-$ or 
U&20060212069-$ or US-20030009193-
$) .did. or ( US-20090105535-$ or U& 
20040173659-$ or U&20090314820-$ or US-
20090095790-$ or U&20100161399-$ or US-
20100151525-$ or U&20100143247-$ or US-
20100112139-$ or U&20100087841-$ or US-
20100033478-$ or U&20100031114-$ or US-
20100030233-$ or U&20100025452-$ or US-
20100018890-$ or U&20100007517-$ or US-
20090311384-$ or U&20090298807-$ or US-
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20090292842-$ or U&20090271477-$ or US-
20090230138-$ or U&20090222384-$ or US-
20090221828-$ or U&20090204547-$ or US-
20090198298-$ or U&20090197748-$ or US-
20090182193-$ or U&20090174764-$) .did. or 
(US-20090146596-$ or U&20090105240-$ or 
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U&20070220286-$ or US-20070192229-$ or 
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U&20070056932-$ or US-20070055304-$ or 
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20070023477-$ or U&20070023476-$ or US-
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20060089628-$ or U&20060020213-$ or US-
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20050210847-$ or U&20050192609-$ or US-
20050187576-$ or U&20050177311-$ or US-
20050144086-$ or U&20050125240-$ or US-
20050076050-$ or U&20050063099-$ or US-
20050011978-$ or U&20050011977-$ or US-
20040267898-$ or U&20040246639-$ or US-
20040242969-$ or U&20040219220-$ or US-
20040215524-$) .did. or (U&20040204297-$ 
or U&20040176479-$ or US-20040153124-$ 
or U&20040149802-$ or US-20040111081-$ 
or U&20040111012-$ or US-20040100139-$ 
or U&20040097958-$ or US-20040094597-$ 
or U&20040083915-$ or US-20040078214-$ 
or U&20040078047-$ or US-20040073033-$ 
or U&20040071115-$ or US-20040001460-$ 
or U&20030230659-$ or US-20030181930-$ 
or U&20030180815-$ or US-20030176794-$ 
or U&20030170177-$ or US-20030168403-$ 
or U&20030139320-$ or US-20030135229-$ 
or U&20030132268-$ or US-20030130677-$ 
or U&20030125717-$ or US-20030105478-
$) .did. or ( US-20030089757-$ or U& 
20030073982-$ or U&20030073981-$ or US-
20030055411-$ or U&20030055247-$ or US-
20030050654-$ or U&20030050628-$ or US-
20030018585-$ or U&20030009154-$ or US-
20020198554-$ or U&20020196930-$ or US-
20020193666-$ or U&20020177874-$ or US-
20020177860-$ or U&20020165541-$ or US-
20020165444-$ or U&20020158622-$ or US-
20020119721 -$ or U&20020084304-$ or US-
20020052623-$ or U&20020049454-$ or US-
20020040065-$ or U&20020034622-$ or US-
20020025800-$ or U&20020019642-$ or US-
20020012565-$ or U&20010056084-$) .did. or 
(US-20010045442-$ or U&20010031975-$ or 
U&20010029384-$ or US-20010009971 -$ or 
U&20060049229-$) .did. or (U& 7059508-$ or 
U& 7083075-$ or U&6988649-$ or U& 
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7044352-$ or U& 7000819-$ or U& 7000818-$ 
or U&6905057-$ or U&6978921-$ or U& 
6959852-$ or U&5690269-$ or U&H002037-
$ or U& H001904-$ or US-5901895-$ or US-
5797538-$ or U&5540375-$ or U&5485947-$ 
or U&5779130-$ or U&5653374-$ or U& 
5636780-$ or U&5364001-$ or U&5484095-$ 
or U&5482197-$ or U&5456401-$ or U& 
5326013-$ or U&5312023-$ or U&5307976-
$) .did. or ( US-7070083-$ or US-6755338-$ or 
U&5680982-$ or U&5487500-$ or U& 
5484451-$ or U&5397324-$ or U&5318221-$ 
or U&5240163-$ or U&5040715-$ or U& 
4951861-$ or U&4787387-$ or U&4662555-$ 
or U&4610383-$ or U&4520817-$ or U& 
4399810-$ or U&4375866-$ or U&5071430-$ 
or U&5084057-$ or U&4691853-$ or U& 
5156609-$ or U&4944443-$ or U&4919152-$ 
or U&4841888-$ or U&4821942-$ or U& 
4 784137-$ or U&4 728020-$ or U&4573622-
$) .did. or (US-4566620-$ or US-4519532-$ or 
U&4978049-$ or U&4256251-$ or U& 
4027510-$ or U&RE28932-$ or U&3777538-$ 
or U&3593903-$ or U&4664305-$ or U& 
5042707-$ or U&5381943-$ or U&5176702-$ 
or U&5174487-$ or U&5163945-$ or U& 
5161725-$ or U&5053038-$ or U&5049153-$ 
or U&5049152-$ or U&5047038-$ or U& 
5015249-$ or U&5002551-$ or U&4997436-$ 
or U&4919391-$ or U&4919320-$ or U& 
4919112-$ or U&4899745-$ or U&4887756-
$) .did. or (US-4887601-$ or US-4880015-$ or 
U&4874122-$ or U&4872456-$ or U& 
4821939-$ or U&4811886-$ or U&4807628-$ 
or U&4802478-$ or U&4789090-$ or U& 
5251801-$ or U&5246450-$ or U&5246156-$ 
or U&5222975-$ or U&5220928-$ or U& 
5147373-$ or U&5125553-$ or U&5100420-$ 
or U& RE33362-$ or U&4934364-$ or U& 
4747531-$ or U&4719917-$ or U&4706668-$ 
or U&4706655-$ or U&4671279-$ or U& 
4665906-$ or U&4662373-$ or U&4655221-
$) .did. or ( US-4618086-$ or US-4616650-$ or 
U&4610251-$ or U&4596350-$ or U& 
4592498-$ or U&4591086-$ or U&4550715-$ 
or U&4532927-$ or U&4527726-$ or U& 
4527724-$ or U&4523695-$ or U&4509518-$ 
or U&4506819-$ or U&4489875-$ or U& 
4485953-$ or U&4485816-$ or U&4452245-$ 
or U&4407286-$ or U&4838884-$ or U& 
4688555-$ or U&4763669-$ or U&4634035-$ 
or U&4454875-$ or U&4607638-$ or U& 
4624254-$ or U&4583670-$ or U&4603693-
$) .did. or ( US-4523707-$ or US-4562839-$ or 
U&4496090-$ or U&452617 4-$ or U& 
4406392-$ or U&4403693-$ or U&4347847-$ 
or U&4321002-$ or U&4317535-$ or U& 
4296751-$ or U&4261244-$ or U&4207873-$ 
or U&4204623-$ or U&3955581-$ or U& 
3314431-$ or U&4505273-$ or U&4349028-$ 
or U&4470532-$ or U&4316468-$ or U& 
4391402-$ or U&4196836-$ or U&4127227-$ 
or U&3643851-$ or U&3494533-$ or U& 
3871379-$ or U&3837555-$ or U&3763860-
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$) .did. or ( US-4043504-$ or US-4014492-$ or 
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7653823-$ or U& 7635385-$ or U& 7537602-$ 
or U& 7529265-$ or U& 7483408-$ or U& 
7330704-$ or U& 7322994-$ or U& 7298922-$ 
or U& 7271200-$ or U& 7264644-$ or U& 
7262603-$ or U& 7256166-$ or U& D545125-
$ or U& 7222540-$ or U& 7206223-$ or U& 
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$) .did. or (US-6778130-$ or US-6775538-$ or 
U&6774138-$ or U&6771743-$ or U& 
6733445-$ or U&6726697-$ or U&6716233-$ 
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6698643-$ or U&6695199-$ or U&6681979-$ 
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$) .did. or (US-6167036-$ or US-6153245-$ or 
U&6152390-$ or U&6141724-$ or U& 
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$ or U&6002873-$ or U&6000232-$ or U& 
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or U&5951068-$ or U&5947896-$ or U& 
D411883-$ or US-D411299-$ or US-5882300-
$ or U&5879293-$ or U&5871488-$ or U& 
5868761-$ or U&5865733-$ or U&5850068-
$) .did. or (US-5844158-$ or US-5812836-$ or 
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: or U&5431662-$ or U&5425743-$ or U& ! 
: D353457-$ or US-5334196-$ or US-5330501- I 
! $).did. or (US-5314424-$ or US-5224833-$ or! 
! U&5202057-$ or U&5073356-$ or U& ! 
: 5068058-$ or U&5022074-$ or U&5011670-$ ! 
I or U&4988490-$ or U&4922206-$ or U& I 
: 4912701-$ or U&4904930-$ or U&4861351-$: 
: or U&4846851-$ or U&4836833-$ or U& : 
14807630-$ or U&4761167-$ or U&4748665-$I 
: or U&4732596-$ or U&4654047-$ or U& i 
: 4522722-$ or U&4493326-$ or U&4328810-$ i 
: or U&4257897-$ or U&4242108-$ or U& ! 
I 4228535-$ or U&4194179-$ or U&4185363- I 
! $).did. or (US-4158107-$ or US-4144414-$ or: 
! U&4119772-$ or U&4084351-$ or U& ! 
14049816-$ or U&4030371-$ or U&3958084-$ I 
: or U&3947639-$ or U&3777066-$ or U& i 
: 3763433-$ or U&3720971-$ or U&3551571-$ i 
: or U&3430725-$ or U&3372664-$ or U& ! 
: 3326296-$ or U&3181639-$ or U&3892228-$ I 
I or U&5478003-$ or U&5433721-$ or U& I 
: 6786382-$ or U&6964363-$ or U&6241139-$: 
I or U& 7241288-$) .did. or (DE-4204623-$ or : 
! DE-4127227-$ or DE-3837555-$ or WO- ! 
I 3054406-$ or DE-4321002-$ or DE-4207873- I ! 

ir4rJ i;;;~::d(\~~i~;'~~~~))'~~~~~)~~~i ~~~:1e ]l~l ~~1

fs
0:::1 

ILJLJ ~~::~~:=i·:nrii!~,~~:~~~11:,:~,j:o:n~)I ~~~,1e11: I ~~11~05/::1 

ILJLJ ~~:;~~:=it:nrii!~,~~:~~~\T:~rj:o;n~) I ~~tt: t: I ~~\~:5/0:1 

ILJLJl875876_1~1LltJ~~\~:1 
I ! ! second)) and (gear with (first or second)) and ! PGPUB; ! ! ! 19:25 ! 
iLJ78 iD: "606"/170,208.ccls. and (driver with (first or : US- :DR lOFF 12012/05/05! 
II: jaw __ and __ shaft ___________________________________________________________________________ I USPAT __ I ________________________ I __________________ ! _ __ ___________ I 

IUD ~F~~::1~i~:;!~~i~::~~~~:~~~f)~d I ~~, le J~ I ~~1fs:7109I 
!LJo iLJ1Q : "227"/$.ccls. and (driver with (first or second))! US- !DR lOFF l2012/07/09i 
! I : and (gear with (first or second)) and jaw and I PGPUB; I I ! 20:57 I 
I ! ! shaft i USPAT : : ! : 
ii- """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""'"' """"""'""; """"""""""'""; """"""""'"' """"""; 

I I ! (array or row)) and jaw and gear ! PGPUB;: : ! 20:57 : 
!01 1D1 I 128/898.ccls. and ((staples or fastener) with ! US- :DR :ON ! 2012/07/09: 

IJJ_l~~T;I_I_I _I 
iD2 !D41 : 227/19.ccls. and ((staples or fastener) with ! US- :DR :ON ! 2012/07/09: 
I I I (array or row)) and jaw and gear I PGPUB; I I I 20:57 I 
1 1 

1 ........................................................................................................ l~~T;.1 ......................... 1 ................... 1 ............. 1 !I ,------------------, . .-----, 
ILJC~~:~:ft i~~~~~~r~fi:i~I ~~JDLJ~~1ts:1 
!r---7r--71 :1 'I 'I :I ' 
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l[Sl41[5 I "227"/$.ccls. and surgical and remote and I US- IDR r)FF I 2012/08/231 
I ________ j _____________ I ~~~~r~~~nt~a~~:s!~odn_~~~c~~~a~~d--shaft--and ___ J ~~~~;I ________________________ I ___________________ 113:06 _____________ I 
lS85 rg I "227"/$.ccls. and surgical and (remote or I us- IDR IIOFF I 2012/08/231 
I I I robot$2) and control and drive and effector I PGPUB; I I ! 13:07 I 
I I I and shaft and gear and transmission and ! USPAT I I ! I 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' i I : rotary ___________________________________________________________________________________________ __! _________________ _: ________________________ _: _________________ j ____________ _: 

IIS86 r5 I "606"/$.ccls. and surgical and (remote or I us- 'DR 'IOFF 12012/08/231 I I I robot$2) and control and drive and effector ! PGPUB; I I ! 13: 13 I 
I I I and shaft and gear and transmission and ! USPAT I I ! I 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ! ________ ! ____________ : rotary ___________________________________________________________________________________________ j ________________ _: ________________________ _: ___________________ i _ __ __________ _: 

r7 ILJ1 11S86 not S85 I us- IDR IIOFF 12012/08/231 
i I i IPGPUB·i i !13-13 i 

I I J I USPATJ L I I 
I S88 I 180 I ("4281447 I "4332066 I "4486928' I ! US- I OR I OFF ! 2012/08/231 
I I :"4500065" "4512709" "4706372" !PGPUB;i : !13:17 : 
I I i "4710093" "4793053" "4809747" ! USPAT; I I ! I 
I I 1"4830569" "4832198" "4943939" !usocRl : ! : 
I I I "4979949" "4996975" "5018266" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5078140" "5143453" "5154717" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5174300" "5211003" "5221283" ! I I ! I 
I I : "5236432" "5255429" "5257998" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5271384" "5294209" "5305203" ! : : ! : 
I I I "5312212" "5313935" "5343385" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5354314" "5355743" "5359993" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5372147" "5397323" "5399951" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5400267" "5402801" "5403319" ! I I ! I 
I I I "5411210" "5427097" "5451368" ! I I ! I 
I I : "5649956" "5697939" "5762458" ! I I ! I 
I I j "5792135" "5800423" "6132368") PN. OR I j j ! j 
I I !("6331181").URPN. ! : : ! : 

ilssg roo i "606"/$.ccls. and surgical and (remote or I us- !DR rFF i2012112103! 
I I : robot$2) and control and drive and effector ! PGPUB;: : ! 11 :37 : 
I I I and shaft and gear and transmission and ! USPAT j j ! j 
!Dl[!rotary ___________________________________________________________________________________________ l ________________ jDID! ________________________ j 
I S90 I 62 I "227"/$.ccls. and surgical and (remote or I U& I OR I OFF ! 2012/ 12/031 
I I I robot$2) and control and drive and effector I PGPUB; I I ! 11 :37 I 
I I : and shaft and gear and transmission and ! USPAT : : ! : 
I ________ J ____________ _! rotary __________________________________________________________________________________________ J _________________ I ------------------------ I __________________ _! -------------------------- I 
rt 101 (surgical and remote and control and drive ! U& :DR '[°FF 12012/12/D3I 
I ________ J __________ J ~~~se~i~~~~~ _:~~ -~~~~~y)~:ii_ear_ and _____________________ J ~~~~;J ______________________ J ________________ J 11 :38 __________ J 
2/25/2013 10 :40 :53 AM 
C:\ Users\ bnash\ Documents\ EAST\ Workspaces\ surgical stapler\ 13369609_CON_ss w 
robotic cntrllr and transmission unit and articulating end effector.wsp 
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Mastri et al. 
Lundquist et al. 
Gines 
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Guy et al. 
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EP 0708618 81 
EP 0710090 81 
EP 0711611 A2 
EP 0717966 81 
EP 0722296 81 
EP 0741996 81 
EP 0754437 82 
EP 0760230 81 
EP 0768840 81 
EP 0770355 A1 
EP 0771176 82 
EP 0806914 81 
EP 0813843 81 
EP 0814712 81 
EP 0829235 81 
EP 0830094 81 
EP 0833592 81 
EP 0833593 82 
EP 0843906 81 
EP 0852480 81 
EP 0856326 81 
EP 0858295 81 
EP 0862386 81 
EP 0869742 81 
EP 0870473 81 
EP 0872213 81 
EP 0873089 81 
EP 0878169 A1 
EP 0879742 A1 (Enolish Abstract) 
EP 0880338 81 

/Brian Nashi (02/25/2013) 

Publication 
Date 
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03-19-1997 
08-13-1997 
05-15-1996 
04-09-2003 
12-02-1998 
02-25-2004 
12-22-2004 
02-24-1999 
12-12-2001 
05-02-1997 
01-04-2006 
09-19-2001 
10-01-2003 
02-18-2004 
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09-13-2000 
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07-28-2004 
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08-27-2003 
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10-22-2003 
11-18-1998 
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Rose 
Goble et al. 
Klicek 
Yates et al. 
Goble et al. 
Mastri et al. 
Broadwin et al. 
Heaton et al. 
Goble et al. 
Grasso etal. 
Measamer et al. 
Platt et al. 
Knodel et al. 
Paterson 
Bek 
Goble et al. 
McAnultv 
Arts et al. 
Blythe 
Goble 
Buysse et al. 
Goble et al. 
Gines 
Bryan et al. 
Goble et al. 
Yates etal. 
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EP 0887046 81 
EP 0888749 81 
EP 0891154 81 
EP 0908152 81 
EP 0923907 A1 
EP 0949886 81 
EP 0959784 81 
EP 0959786 81 
EP 0996378 81 
EP 1001710 81 
EP 1025807 81 
EP 1032318 81 
EP 1034746 81 
EP 1034747 A1 
EP 1034748 A1 
EP 1045672 81 
EP 1050278 A1 
EP 1053719 A1 
EP 1053720 A1 
EP 1055399 A 1 
EP 1055400 A1 
EP 1064883 81 
EP 1065981 81 
EP 1067876 81 
EP 1080694 A1 
EP 1082944 81 
EP 1086713 81 
EP 1090592 A 1 
EP 1095627 A1 
EP 1129665 81 

/Brian Nash/ (02/25/2013) 

Publication 
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Goble et al. 
Long et al. 
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Whipple 
Goble et al. 
Goble 
Goble et al. 
Goble et al. 
Goble et al. 
Edwards et al. 
Goble et al. 
Schmaltz et al. 
Goble et al. 
Goble et al. 
Goble et al. 
Kearns etal. 
Goble et al. 
Goble 
Goble 
Penny etal. 
Penny etal. 
Hamilton et al. 
Goddard et al. 
Goddard et al. 
Hancock et al. 
Goble et al. 
Tims et al. 
Nalagatla et al. 
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Dalessandro et al. 
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WO 2003/094 7 4 7 A 1 
WO 2004/006980 A2 
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WO 2004/019769 A1 
WO 2004/021868 A2 
WO 2004/028585 A2 
WO 2004/032754 A2 
WO 2004/032760 A2 
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WO 2004/047653 A2 (English Abstract) 
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Raz et al. 
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Zirps et al. 
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WO 2005/027983 A2 
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WO 2005/044078 A2 
WO 2005/055846 A 1 
WO 2005/072634 A2 
WO 2005/078892 A 1 
WO 2005/079675 A2 
WO 2005/096954 A2 
WO 2005/112806 A2 
WO 2005/112808 A 1 
WO 2005/115251 A2 
WO 2005/115253 A2 
WO 2005/117735 A 1 
WO 2005/122936 A 1 
WO 2006/023486 A 1 
WO 2006/027014 A1 
WO 2006/044490 A2 
WO 2006/044581 A2 

WO 2006/044810 A2 
WO 2006/051252 A1 
WO 2006/059067 A 1 
WO 2006/083748 A1 
WO 2006/092563 A 1 
WO 2006/092565 A 1 
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WO 2006/125940 A1 
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WO 2007/139734 A2 
WO 2007/142625 A2 
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WO 2008/039249 A 1 
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Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. 4545 Creek Road Recordal Date: 05/03/2012 
Cincinnati Ohio 45242 Reel/Frame: 028151/0112 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent): D Individual ~ Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a The following fee(s) are submitted: 

~ Issue Fee 
~ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 
0 Advance Order - # of Copies ________ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from starus indicated above) 

0 a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 

4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issne fee shown above) 

D A check is enclosed. 

Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

~The Director is hereby authorized to chargeJh!lJ~ .. ~.u····ire. d .. fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number _.l_U_U_ / 5_0 __ (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

0 b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR l.27(g)(2). 

NOIB: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

S
. /Dean L. Garner/ Authorized 1gnature _____________________ _ Date ___ 5_J_u_n_e_2_0_1_3 _____ _ 

Typed or printed name __ D_e_a_n __ L_._G_a_r_n_e_r ________ _ Registration No. __ 3_5_8_7_7 _________ _ 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR l.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the US PTO to .rrocess) 
an application. Confidentiality is i;overned by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR l. I4. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, prepanng, and 
subrrutting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to comglete 
this form and/or sug!lestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (I‘LL. 93-579) requires that you be given certain inforrnation in connection with
your subntission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
infonnation is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or exanIine your subntission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested inforrnation, Lhe U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or exatnine
your submission, which [nay result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The infortnation on this forrn will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom

of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 5523). Records from this system of
records [nay be disclosed to the Departrnent of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.
A record from this systern of records rnay be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.
A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Metnber with respect to the subject Inatter of the record.
A record in this system]. of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perfornt a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).
A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).
A record from this systern of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the AdInjnistrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to rccon‘imend unprovements in records n'ianagernent practices and
programs, under anthority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make deterrninations about
individu als.
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 IJ.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USP’I‘O becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 13369609 

Filing Date: 09-Feb-2012 

Title of Invention: 
DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Frederick E. Shelton 

Filer: Dean L. Garner/Kimberly Moses 

Attorney Docket Number: END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Filed as Large Entity 

Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) Filing Fees 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Utility Appl Issue Fee 1501 1 1780 1780 

Publ. Fee- Early, Voluntary, or Normal 1504 1 300 300 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USD ($) 2080 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 15951196 

Application Number: 13369609 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 9149 

Title of Invention: 
DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Frederick E. Shelton 

Customer Number: 92223 

Filer: Dean L. Garner/Kimberly Moses 

Filer Authorized By: Dean L. Garner 

Attorney Docket Number: END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Receipt Date: 05-JUN-2013 

Filing Date: 09-FEB-2012 

Time Stamp: 08:13:56 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type Deposit Account 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $2080 

RAM confirmation Number 8358 

Deposit Account 100750 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.19 (Document supply fees) 

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.20 (Post Issuance fees) 
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges) 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

178589 

1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 
END5924USCNT2IssueFeeTrans 

2 
mittal.pdf 

no 
338d1 a6caf882dc23053f6e311 bcfcbb294a 

5317 

Warnings: 

Information: 

32212 

2 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
7 49e668eb3a 66be 1 92ad 809c04 fc9c8fbc6f 

3de 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 210801 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New A~~lications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International A~~lication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International A~~lication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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PTO/SB/08a (07-09) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number 

Complete if Known 
Substitute for form 1449/PTO Application Number 13/369,609 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date February 9, 2012 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Named Inventor Frederick E. Shelton, IV 
Art Unit 3721 

(use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name Brian D. Nash 
Sheet I 60 I of I s2 Attorney Docket Number END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Examiner Cite Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 

Initials* No. 1 MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Number - Kind Code2 (if known) Figures Appear 

8,157,153 B2 04-17-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
8, 161,977 B2 04-24-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
8,167,895 B2 05-01-2012 D'Agostino et al. 
8,172,124 B2 05-08-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
8,186,555 B2 05-29-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
8, 186,560 B2 05-29-2012 Hess et al. 
8, 196,795 B2 06-12-2012 Moore et al. 
8, 196, 796 B2 06-12-2012 Shelton IV et al. 
8,205,781 B2 06-26-2012 Baxter, Ill et al. 
8,210,411 B2 07-03-2012 Yates et al. 
8,211,125 B2 07-03-2012 Spivey 
8,215,531 B2 07-10-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
8,220,468 B2 07-17-2012 Cooper et al. 
8,220,688 B2 OJ-e&-17-2012 Laurent et al. 

Change(s) L ~p11ea 8,220,690 B2 07-17-2012 Hess et al. 

to documen 

/M.W./ 
+/8/201:, 

J 

Examiner 
Si nature 

8,225,799 B2 
8,245,898 B2 
8,245,901 B2 
8,256,654 B2 
8,257,391 B2 
8,267,300 B2 
8,292,155 B2 
8,298,677 B2 
8,308,040 B2 
8,317,070 B2 
8,322,455 B2 
8,322,589 B2 
8,333,313 B2 
8,348,129 B2 
8,348,131 B2 
8,353,437 B2 

/Brian Nash/ (02/25/2013) 

07-24-2012 
08-21-2012 
08-21-2012 
09-04-2012 
09-04-2012 
09-18-2012 
10-23-2012 
10-30-2012 
11-13-2012 
11-27-2012 
12-04-2012 
12-04-2012 
12-18-2012 
01-08-2013 
01-08-2013 
01-15-2013 

Bettuchi 
Smith et al. 
Stopek 
Bettuchi et al. 
Orban, Ill et al. 
Boudreaux 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Wiesner et al. 
Huanq et al. 
Hueil et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Boudreaux 
Boudreaux et al. 
Bedi etal. 
Omaits et al. 
Boudreaux 

Date 
Considered 

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this fonm with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of US PTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the US PTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /B.NJ 
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PTO/SB/08a (07-09) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless ii contains a valid 0MB control number 

Complete if Known 
Substitute for form 1449/PTO Application Number 13/369,609 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date February 9, 2012 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Named Inventor Frederick E. Shelton, IV 
Art Unit 3721 

(use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name Brian D. Nash 
Sheet I 19 I of I 82 Attorney Docket Number EN D5924U SCNT2/060339CON2 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Examiner Cite Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 

Initials* No.1 MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Number - Kind Code2 (if known) Figures Appear 

2012/0239012 A1 09-20-2012 Laurent et al. 
2012/0239075 A1 09-20-2012 Widenhouse et al. 
2012/0239082 A1 09-20-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0241491 A1 09-27-2012 Aldridge et al. 
2012/0241492 A1 09-27-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0241493 A1 09-27-2012 Baxter, Ill et al. 
2012/0241496 A1 09-27-2012 Mandakolathur 

Vasudevan et al. 
2012/0241497 A1 09-27-2012 Mandakolathur 

Vasudevan et al. 
2012/0241498 A1 09-27-2012 Gonzalez et al. 
2012/0241499 A 1 09-27-2012 Baxter, Ill et al. 
2012/0241500 A1 09-27-2012 Timmer et al. 
2012/0241501 A1 09-27-2012 Swayze et al. 
2012/0241502 A1 09-27-2012 Aldridge et al. 
2012/0241503 A 1 09-27-2012 Baxter, Ill et al. 
2012/0241505 A1 09-27-2012 Alexander, Ill et al. 
2012/0248169 A1 09-27-2012 Widenhouse et al. 

,. I 2012/0253298 A1 Jn/~-2012 Henderson et al. 
Change(s) C "fllCU 2012/0265230 A1 10-18-2012 Yates et al. 

to documen 

/M.W./ 
+/8/201:, 

J 

2012/0273551 A1 11-01-2012 
2012/0283707 A1 11-08-2012 
2012/0286019 A1 11-15-2012 
2012/0292367 A1 11-22-2012 
2012/0292370 A1 11-22-2012 
2013/0012931 A1 01-10-2013 
2013/0012957 A1 01-10-2013 
2013/0020376 A1 01-24-2013 
2013/0023861 A1 01-24-2013 
2013/0026208 A1 01-31-2013 
2013/0026210 A1 01-31-2013 
2013/0041371 A1 02-14-2013 
66,052 06-25-1867 

Shelton, IV et al. 
Giordano et al. 
Hueil et al. 
Morgan et al. 
Hess et al. 
Spivey et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Yates et al. 
Smith 

Date 
Considered 

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. BOX 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, ca/11-800-PT0-9199 f1-800-786-9199J and select option 2. 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /B.NJ 
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PTO/SB/08a (07-09) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number 

Complete if Known 
Substitute for form 1449/PTO Application Number 13/369,609 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date February 9, 2012 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First Named Inventor Frederick E. Shelton, IV 
Art Unit 3721 

(use as many sheets as necessary) Examiner Name Brian D. Nash 
Sheet I 18 I of I 82 Attorney Docket Number END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
Examiner Cite Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 

Initials* No.1 MM-DD-YYYY Applicant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Number - Kind Code2 (if known) Figures Appear 

2012/0083833 A1 04-05-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0083834 A1 04-05-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0083835 A1 04-05-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0083836 A1 04-05-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 
2012/0132450 A1 05-31-2012 Timm etal. 
2012/0138660 A1 06-07-2012 Shelton, IV 
2012/0160721 A1 06-28-2012 Shelton, IV et al. 

l• I 2012/0175399 A1 07 $-12-2012 Shelton et al. 
Change(s) ~lt"'r'"cu 2012/0187179 A1 07-26-2012 Gleiman 

to documen 

/M.W./ 
+/8/201:, 

J 

Examiner 
Si nature 

2012/0199630 A1 
2012/0199631 A1 
2012/0199632 A1 
2012/0199633 A1 
2012/0203247 A1 
2012/0205421 A1 
2012/0234890 A1 
2012/0234891 A1 
2012/0234892 A1 
2012/0234893 A1 
2012/0234895 A1 
2012/0234896 A1 
2012/0234897 A1 
2012/0234898 A 1 
2012/0234899 A1 
2012/0234900 A1 
2012/0238823 A1 
2012/0238824 A1 
2012/0238826 A 1 
2012/0238829 A1 
2012/0239009 A1 
2012/0239010 A1 

/Brian Nash/ (02i25/2013) 

08-09-2012 
08-09-2012 
08-09-2012 
08-09-2012 
08-09-2012 
08-16-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 
09-20-2012 

Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Spivey et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV 
Aronhalt et al. 
Aronhalt et al. 
Aronhalt et al. 
Schuckmann et al. 
O'Connor et al. 
Ellerhorst et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Scheib et al. 
Swayze 
Haoerty et al. 
Widenhouse et al. 
Yoo etal. 
Shelton, IV et al. 
Mollere et al. 
Shelton, IV et al. 

Date 
Considered 

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See 
Kinds Codes of US PTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the US PTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to 
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 (1-800-786-91991 and select option 2. 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /B.NJ 
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PTO/SB/122 (11-08) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2011. 0MB 0651-0035 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number 

Aoolication Number 13/369,609 

CHANGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS Filina Date 

February 9, 2012 

Application First Named Inventor Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Art Unit 3721 
Address to: 
Commissioner for Patents 

Examiner Name Brian D. Nash 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Attorney Docket Number END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Please change the Correspondence Address for the above-identified patent application to: 

D 

OR 

The address associated with 
Customer Number: 

Firm or 
Individual Name Johnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 
Address 

City 
New Brunswick 

Country 
USA 

Telephone 

State 
NJ 

Email 

Zip 08933-7003 

This form cannot be used to change the data associated with a Customer Number.To change the 
data associated with an existing Customer Number use "Request for Customer Number Data Change" (PTO/SB/124). 

I am the: 

Signature 

D 
D 
[Z] 

D 

Applicant/Inventor 

Assignee of record of the entire interest. 
Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96). 

Attorney or agent of record. Registration Number _3_4,~3_24 _______ _ 

Registered practitioner named in the application transmittal letter in an application without an 
executed h or declaration. See 37 CFR 1.33(a)(1). Registration Number _________ _ 

TJ~~~ or Printed Thomas J. Edgington 

Date June 19, 2013 Telephone (412) 355-8303 

NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple 
forms if more than one si nature is r uired, see below•. 

j 0 *Total of forms are submitted. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the US PTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 16081278 

Application Number: 13369609 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 9149 

Title of Invention: 
DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Frederick E. Shelton 

Customer Number: 92223 

Filer: Thomas J. Edgington/Theresa Merante 

Filer Authorized By: Thomas J. Edgington 

Attorney Docket Number: END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Receipt Date: 19-JUN-2013 

Filing Date: 09-FEB-2012 

Time Stamp: 16:52:01 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

48349 

1 Change of Address 
Change_of_Correspondence_A 

no 1 
ddress.pdf 

2839aaaea7ceb531 b59e351 0b9f21438d84 
cdb2b 

Warnings: 

Information: 
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Total Files Size (in bytes) 48349 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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UNITED STA TES p A TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE 

13/369,609 07/09/2013 

92223 7590 06/19/2013 

K&L Gates LLP 
210 SIXTH AVENUE 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-2613 

PATENT NO. 

8479969 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www .uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 9149 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment is O day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include 
an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the 
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee 
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management 
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200. 

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

Frederick E. Shelton IV, Hillsboro, OH; 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation 
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov. 

IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 
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END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 
PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Art Unit: 3721 
Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Examiner: Brian D. Nash 
Patent No.: 8,479,969 

Serial No.: 13/369,609 

Issue Date: July 9, 2013 Confirmation No.: 9149 

Title: DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE 
SURGICAL TOOL TO A ROBOT 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Patent Publication 
ATTN: Certificate of Correction Branch 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

March 8, 2017 

A certificate of correction is respectfully requested in the above-identified patent 

(the "Subject Patent"). The exact location of the error appearing in the patent is as 

follows: 

On Page 17 4, Column 95, Line 59, in Claim 24, delete "distal" and insert -
- proximal - -. 

It is submitted that correction of this error, which is clerical in nature, does not 

require the addition of new matter to the Subject Patent, the reexamination of the 

Subject Patent, or materially affect the scope or meaning of the Subject Patent. It is 

therefore requested that a Certificate of Correction containing the correction noted on 

the attached form PTO/SB/44 be issued. 

300590381_1 
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Application Serial No. 13/369,609 
Patent No. 8,820,603 
Attorney Docket No. END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

The Office is hereby authorized to charge our Deposit Account 02-1818 for any 

fee deficiencies associated herewith. 

K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 
Telephone ( 412) 355-8303 
Fax (412) 355-6501 
thomas.edgington@klgates.com 

- 2 -

Respectfully submitted, 

/Thomas J. Edgington/ 

Thomas J. Edgington 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 34,324 

664



PTO/SB/44 (09-07) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2020. 0MB 0651-0033 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Oiiice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ol 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB controi number. 

(Also Form PTO-1050' 

PATENT NO. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

8,479,969 

APPLICATION NO.: 13/369,609 

ISSUE DATE 

INVENTOR(S) 

July 9, 2013 

Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Page _1_ of _1_ 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

-In Column 95, Line 59, in Claim 24, delete "distal"; and insert - - proximal - -. 

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use Customer Number below): 
Thomas J. Edgington, K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-2613 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. Ti1e information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete. including gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department ol Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 

ff you need assistance in completing the form, ca!i 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, 
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that (1) the general authority for the 
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; 
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do 
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or 
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Properiy Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an 
issued patent 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential 
violation of law or regulation. 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 13369609 

Filing Date: 09-Feb-2012 

Title of Invention: 
DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Frederick E. Shelton 

Filer: Thomas J. Edgington/Mona Cornelia 

Attorney Docket Number: END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Certificate of correction 1811 1 100 100 

667



Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USO($) 100 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 28573882 

Application Number: 13369609 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 9149 

Title of Invention: 
DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE SURGICAL 
TOOL TO A ROBOT 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Frederick E. Shelton 

Johnson & Johnson 

-

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

Correspondence Address: -

New Brunswick NJ 08933-7003 

us -

-

Filer: Thomas J. Edgington/Mona Cornelia 

Filer Authorized By: Thomas J. Edgington 

Attorney Docket Number: END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 

Receipt Date: 08-MAR-2017 

Filing Date: 09-FEB-2012 

Time Stamp: 17:22:18 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type DA 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $100 
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RAM confirmation Number 030917INTEFSW00004373021818 

Deposit Account 021818 

Authorized User Mona Cornelia 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 

37 CFR 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees) 

37 CFR 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees) 

37 CFR 1.20 (Post Issuance fees) 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

99894 

1 Request for Certificate of Correction 
Request-for-Certificate-of-

no 2 
Correction-03-08-2017.pdf 

aabfS b50f2 79caecab 708871 e Sa8487 cd 98E 
b6c6 

Warnings: 

Information: 

147566 

2 Request for Certificate of Correction 
Certificate-of-Co rrectio n-Fo rm-

2 
PTO-SB-44.pdf 

no 
eaac9f6ffe4391 d0070404b01990d 1 bd393f 

Ofa2 

Warnings: 

Information: 

30626 

3 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
97cad704Sb330cc912dd4bf274c29da9452 

edf06 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 278086 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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PTO/SB/44 (09-07) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2020. 0MB 0651-0033 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Oiiice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ol 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of !nformation unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

(Also Form PTO-1050' 

PATENT NO. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

8,479,969 

APPLICATION NO.: 13/369,609 

ISSUE DATE 

INVENTOR(S) 

July 9, 2013 

Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Page _1_ of _2_ 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

-Column 88, Lines 35 and 36, in Claim 1, delete "gear driven" and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

-Column 88, Line 54, in Claim 1, delete "gear driven" and insert - - ~1ear-driven - -; 

-Column 88, Line 58, in Claim 2, delete "gear driven" and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

-Column 88, Line 59, in Claim 2, delete "said proximal end portion" and insert - - a 
proximal end portion - -; 

-Column 88, Line 65, in Claim 3, delete "a proximal end portion" and insert - - said 
proximal end portion - -; 

-Column 89, Line 11, in Claim 3, delete "said open" and insert - - said first open - -; 

-Column 89, Line 17, in Claim 5, delete "gear driven" and insert - - ~1ear-driven - -; 

-Column 89, Lines 48 and 49, in Claim 8, delete "at least one of said gear driven portions" 
and insert - - at least one gear-driven prniions - -; 

-Column 90, Line 6, in Claim 10, delete "portion"; 

-Column 90, Lines 31 and 32, in Claim 12, delete "distal portion" and insert - - distal spine 
portion - -; 

-Column 90, Line 42, in Claim 14, delete "said" and insert - - a - -; 

-Column 91, Line 47, in Claim 17, delete "a corresponding first rotatable body portion" and 
insert - - a corresponding first one of said rotatable body portions - -; 

-Column 91, Line 62, in Claim 17, delete "first" and "second"; 

-Column 92, Line 3, in Claim 17, delete "of rotatable" and insert - - of said rotatable - -; 

-Column 92, Lines 25 and 26, in Claim 17, delete "a corresponding third rotatable body 
portion" and insert - - a corresponding third one of said rotatable body portions - -; 

-Column 92, Line 37, in Claim 17, delete "surgical"; 

-Column 92, Line 38, in Claim 17, delete "said" and insert - - a - -; 

-Column 92, Line 47, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and insert - - said end effector--; 

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use Customer Number below): 
Thomas J. Edgington, K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixtll Avenue 
Pittsburgll, PA 15222-2613 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. Tt1e information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete. including gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department ol Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 

ff you need assistance in completing the form, ca!i 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/SB/44 (09-07) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2020. 0MB 0651-0033 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Oiiice; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ol 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

(Also Form PTO-1050' 

PATENT NO. 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

8,479,969 

APPLICATION NO.: 13/369,609 

ISSUE DATE 

INVENTOR(S) 

July 9, 2013 

Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Page _2_ of _2_ 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

-Column 92, Line 60, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and insert - - an - -; 

-Column 92, Line 61, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and inse1i - - a - -; 

-Column 92, Line 67, in Claim 18, delete "the" and insert - - said - -; 

-Column 94, Line 45, in Claim 21, delete "gear driven" and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

-Column 94, Line 49, in Claim 22, delete "of said gear driven" and inse1i - - gear-driven - -; 

-Column 94, Line 63, in Claim 22, delete "to rotary" and insert - - to said rotary - -; 

-Column 95, Line 27, in Claim 23, after "shaft", inse1i - - assembly - -; 

-Column 96, Line 12, in Claim 24, delete "gear driven", inse1i - - gear-driven - -; and 

-Column 96, Line 22, in Claim 26, delete "said", inse1i - - a - -. 

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use Customer Number below): 
Thomas J. Edgington, K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixtll Avenue 
Pittsburgll, PA 15222-2613 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. Ti1e information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete. including gathering, preparing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department ol Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 

ff you need assistance in completing the form, ca!i 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, 
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that (1) the general authority for the 
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; 
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by ttle U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do 
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or 
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 197 4, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Properiy Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an 
issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential 
violation of law or regulation. 
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END5924USCNT2/060339CON2 
PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Art Unit: 3721 
Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Examiner: Brian D. Nash 
Patent No.: 8,479,969 

Serial No.: 13/369,609 

Issue Date: July 9, 2013 Confirmation No.: 9149 

Title: DRIVE INTERFACE FOR OPERABLY COUPLING A MANIPULATABLE 
SURGICAL TOOL TO A ROBOT 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Patent Publication 
ATTN: Certificate of Correction Branch 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Commissioner: 

March 20, 2017 

A certificate of correction is respectfully requested in the above-identified patent 

(the "Subject Patent"). The exact location of the errors appearing in the patent are as 

follows: 

On Page 170, Column 88, Lines 35 and 36, in Claim 1, delete "gear 

driven" and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 170, Column 88, Line 54, in Claim 1, delete "gear driven" 

and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 170, Column 88, Line 58, in Claim 2, delete "gear driven" 

and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 170, Column 88, Line 59, in Claim 2, delete "said proximal 

end portion" and insert - - a proximal end portion - -; 

On Page 170, Column 88, Line 65, in Claim 3, delete "a proximal 

end portion" and insert - - said proximal end portion - -; 

On Page 171, Column 89, Line 11, in Claim 3, delete "said open" 

300606090_1 
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and insert - - said first open - -; 

On Page 171, Column 89, Line 17, in Claim 5, delete "gear driven" 

and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 171, Column 89, Lines 48 and 49, in Claim 8, delete "at 

least one of said gear driven portions" and insert - - at least one gear­

driven portions - -; 

On Page 171, Column 90, Line 6, in Claim 10, delete "portion"; 

On Page 171, Column 90, Lines 31 and 32, in Claim 12, delete 

"distal portion" and insert - - distal spine portion - -; 

On Page 171, Column 90, Line 42, in Claim 14, delete "said" and 

insert - - a - -; 

On Page 172, Column 91, Line 47, in Claim 17, delete "a 

corresponding first rotatable body portion" and insert - - a corresponding 

first one of said rotatable body portions - -; 

On Page 172, Column 91, Line 62, in Claim 17, delete "first" and 

"second"; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 3, in Claim 17, delete "of rotatable" 

and insert - - of said rotatable - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Lines 25 and 26, in Claim 17, delete "a 

corresponding third rotatable body portion" and insert - - a corresponding 

third one of said rotatable body portions - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 37, in Claim 17, delete "surgical"; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 38, in Claim 17, delete "said" and 

insert - - a - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 47, in Claim 18, delete "said 

effector" and insert - - said end effector - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 60, in Claim 18, delete "said 

effector" and insert - - an - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 61, in Claim 18, delete "said 

effector" and insert - - a - -; 

On Page 172, Column 92, Line 67, in Claim 18, delete "the" and 

- 2 -
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insert - - said - -; 

On Page 173, Column 94, Line 45, in Claim 21, delete "gear driven" 

and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 173, Column 94, Line 49, in Claim 22, delete "of said gear 

driven" and insert - - gear-driven - -; 

On Page 173, Column 94, Line 63, in Claim 22, delete "to rotary" 

and insert - - to said rotary - -; 

On Page 174, Column 95, Line 27, in Claim 23, after "shaft", insert -

- assembly - -; 

On Page 17 4, Column 96, Line 12, in Claim 24, delete "gear 

driven", insert - - gear-driven - -; and 

On Page 174, Column 96, Line 22, in Claim 26, delete "said", insert 

- - a - -. 

It is submitted that correction of these errors, which are clerical in nature, does 

not require the addition of new matter to the Subject Patent, the reexamination of the 

Subject Patent, or materially affect the scope or meaning of the Subject Patent. It is 

therefore requested that a Certificate of Correction containing the corrections noted on 

the attached form PTO/SB/44 be issued. 

The Office is hereby authorized to charge our Deposit Account 02-1818 for any 

fee deficiencies associated herewith. 

K&L Gates LLP 
K&L Gates Center 
210 Sixth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 
Telephone ( 412) 355-8303 
Fax (412) 355-6501 
thomas.edgington@klgates.com 

- 3 -

Respectfully submitted, 

/Thomas J. Edgington/ 

Thomas J. Edgington 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 34,324 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
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National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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PATENT NO. 
APPLICATION NO. 
DATED 
INVENTOR(S) 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

: 8,479,969 B2 
: 13/369609 
: July 9, 2013 
: Frederick E. Shelton, IV 

Page 1 of 2 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

-Column 88, Lines 35 and 36, in Claim 1, delete "gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven--; 
-Column 88, Line 54, in Claim 1, delete "gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven--; 
-Column 88, Line 58, in Claim 2, delete "gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven --; 
-Column 88, Line 59, in Claim 2, delete "said proximal end portion" and insert -- a proximal end 
portion--; 
-Column 88, Line 65, in Claim 3, delete "a proximal end portion" and insert -- said proximal end 

portion--; 
-Column 89, Line 11, in Claim 3, delete "said open" and insert -- said first open--; 
-Column 89, Line 17, in Claim 5, delete "gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven--; 
-Column 89, Lines 48 and 49, in Claim 8, delete "at least one of said gear driven portions" and 
insert -- at least one gear-driven portions--; 
-Column 90, Line 6, in Claim I 0, delete "portion"; 
-Column 90, Lines 31 and 32, in Claim 12, delete "distal portion" and insert -- distal spine portion--; 
-Column 90, Line 42, in Claim 14, delete "said" and insert -- a--; 

-Column 91, Line 47, in Claim 17, delete "a corresponding first rotatable body portion" and insert 
-- a corresponding first one of said rotatable body portions --; 
-Column 91, Line 62, in Claim 17, delete "first" and "second"; 
-Column 92, Line 3, in Claim 17, delete "of rotatable" and insert -- of said rotatable--; 
-Column 92, Lines 25 and 26, in Claim 17, delete "a corresponding third rotatable body portion" and 

insert -- a corresponding third one of said rotatable body portions --; 
-Column 92, Line 37, in Claim 17, delete "surgical"; 
-Column 92, Line 38, in Claim 17, delete "said" and insert -- a--; 
-Column 92, Line 47, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and insert -- said end effector--; 
-Column 92, Line 60, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and insert -- an --; 
-Column 92, Line 61, in Claim 18, delete "said effector" and insert -- a --; 
-Column 92, Line 67, in Claim 18, delete "the" and insert -- said--; 
-Column 94, Line 45, in Claim 21, delete "gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven--; 

Signed and Sealed this 
Second Day of May, 2017 

Michelle K. Lee 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION (continued) 
U.S. Pat. No. 8,479,969 B2 

-Column 94, Line 49, in Claim 22, delete "of said gear driven" and insert -- gear-driven--; 
-Column 94, Line 63, in Claim 22, delete "to rotary" and insert -- to said rotary--; 
-Column 95, Line 27, in Claim 23, after "shaft", insert -- assembly--; 
-Column 96, Line 12, in Claim 24, delete "gear driven", insert -- gear-driven--; and 

-Column 96, Line 22, in Claim 26, delete "said", insert -- a--. 

Page 2 of2 
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Case 1:17-cv-00871-LPS Document 3 Filed 06/30/17 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 1135 

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETER.MINA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 35 1-LS.C § 2.90 and/or 15 U.S.C. § l l 16 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 

filed in the U.S. District Court for U1e District of Delaware on the following 

D Trademarks or ~Patents. ( D the patent ac110n invoives 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. rnSTRlCT COURT 
6/30/2017 for the District of Delaware 

PLAfNTIFF DEFENDANT 

ETH ICON LLC, et al. INTUITIVE SURGICAL, INC., et al. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

l 9,585,658 82 3/7/2017 Ethicon LLC 

2 8,479,969 82 7/9/2013 Ethicon LLC 

3 9,113,874 82 8i25!2015 EU1icon LLC 

4 8,998,058 82 4/7/2015 Ethicon LLC 

5 8,991,677 82 3i31/2015 EU1icon LLC 

f.l. 9,084,601 B2 7/21/2015 Ethicon LLC 
In the above-entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment D Answer D Cross Bill D Other Pleadmg 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above-----entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISIONiJUDGEMENT 

I (]lY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Co1Jy 1-----Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3-----lJ 110n termination of action, mail this copy to Director 
Copy 2----·U1mn filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4-----Case file copy 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. 2 8,479,969 B2 Page 1 of1APPLICATION NO. : 13/369609

DATED : July 9, 2013

INVENTOR(S) : Frederick E. Shelton, IV

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patth is hereby corrected as shown below:

In the Claims

-In Column 95, Line 59, in Claim 24, delete “distal”; and insert -- proximal --.

Signed and Sealed this

Twenty-third Day of January, 201 8
~51“

 
«W. ~- x a

" v ‘ f *3". 5.x“ rm"? ‘1 , J'
T ' ~ g «t? 21’; E“; E” f? few 331%

Joseph Matal
Performing the Functions and Duties ofthe

Under Secretary ofCommercefor Intellectual Property and
Director oftlze United States Patent and Trademark Office
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OEEICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMIVIISS IONER FOR PATENTS

PO Box 1450
Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450
www.usplo gov

 
 

  

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAM * ) INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 13/3 69,609 02/09/2012 Frederick ,3. Shelton IV END5924USCNT2/O60339CON2 9149

Johnson & Johnson
One Johnson & Johnson Plaza NASH, BRIAND

New Brunswick, NJ 0893 3 -7003
ART UNIT PAPER N UMBER

3721

01/09/2018 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

 

Patent No. 8479969

Issued Date: 09 July, 2013

Appl. No: 13/369,609

Filed.: 09 February 2012

PART {A} RESPONSE FOR CERTIFICATES OF CORRECTION

This is a decision on the Certificate of Correction request filed 08 March 2017.

The request for issuance of Certificate of Correction for the above-identified correction(s) under the

provisions of 37 CFR 1.322 and/or 1.323 is hereby:

(Check one)

IE Approved El Approved in Part D Denied

Comments :

PART 1B! PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.324 OR 37 CFR 1.48

[I This is a decision on the petition filed to correct inventorship under 37 CFR 1.324.

|:| This is a decision on the request under 37 CFR 1.48, petition filed . In View of the fact that the

patent has already issued. the request under 37 CFR 1.48 has been treated as a petition to correct

inventorship under 37 CFR 1.324.

The petition is hereby: |:| Granted |:| Dismissed

Comment:

The patented filed is being forwarded to Certificate of Corrections Branch for issuance of a certificate

naming only the actual inventor or inventors.

/THANH TRUONG/

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3721

Technology Center 3700
Phone: (571)272-4472

Certificates of Correction Branch email: CustomerServiceCoC@Llspto.gov CoC Central Phone Number: (703) 756-1814
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