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8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises channel number and

channel name information.

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises video information.

11. (Previously'Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the formatted data is displayed as

a menu on a display of the car stereo.

12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the display of the car stereo

comprises a graphic panel.

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

l4. (Cancelled)

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein audio signals from the one or

more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeied to the car stereo by the interface.
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16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the one

or more auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on the car stereo. e aR.anmmmm:uurmm.xgrYM
17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a disc number at the car stereo.

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a track number at the car stereo.

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo.

20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the

audio device and the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the sequence comprises a track up selection

followed by a track down selection.

 
22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a second interface connected to the g

first interface for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

”WV-arm
23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein both the first interface and the second

interface are controllable using the car stereo. .mmmwmfia.
13mm:fi.&‘&‘u:ME] 6468756v.l
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24. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a plurality of auxiliary input sources;

 
an interface connected between the car stereo and the plurality of auxiliary input sources

for channeling audio from at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources, the interface

including:

means for remotely controlling at least one of the pluralitLgf auxiliary input

sources using the car stereo by receiving a control command from the car stereo in a

. format incompatible with the at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources,

processing— the control command into a formatted control command compatible with the  
at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources, and transmitting the formatted

e3.1m:.
control command to the at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources for

 
execution thereby;

i-ullifan'amimymum
means for receiving data from the at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input

sources in a format incompatible with the carstereorprocessingwthe data,into,,fonnatted,, ,,   

data compatible With the car stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo

for display thereby; and

ME] 6468756v.1
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means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car

stereo.

25. (Original) The apparatus ofclaim 24, wherein the means for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources Comprises a disc 01' track selection entered by a user using control buttons

of the car stereo.

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, 'wherein the audio device at least one of

the plurality of auxiliary input sources comprises a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, satellite

receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.

27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein a device type of the at least one

of the plurality of auxiliary input sources is automatically detected by the interface and the at

least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources is automatically. integrated with the car stereo

based upon the device type.

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary

input mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo.

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the control sequence comprises a track up

cemmand followed by a track down command.

MEI 6463756V.l
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30. (Currently Amended) A method for integrating an after-market device with a car stereo

comprising:

connecting an interface to the car stereo, the after-market device to the interface, and an

auxiliary input source to the interface;

remotely controlling the after-market device using the car Stereo by:

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface in a format

incompatible with the after—market device; an_d

processing the control commands into formatted control commands

compatible with the after-market device and dispatching the formatted control

commands to the after-market device;

receiving data in a format incompatibie with the car stereo and audio from the after-

market deviCe at the interface; ‘

processing the data into formatted data Compatible with the car Stereo and dispatching the

audio and formatted data to the car stereo; -'

displaying the formatted data on the car stereo and playing the audio through the car

stereo; and

MEI 6468756v.l
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playing audio from the ausei-harw—inpet—seuree after-market device through the car stereo.

31. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the stepof receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving CD track andtime information from the device.

32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving MP3 song, title, track, and time information from the device.

33. (Original) The method 'of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving channel number, channel name, artist, and song information from the

device. -

34.. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving video information from the device.

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, 'wherein the step of displaying the

formatted data comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel.

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, 'wherein the step of displaying the

formatted data comprises displaying the data in a graphical user interface at'the car stereo.

MEI 6468756v.i
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{germ}:film}:
mm.

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying formatted

data comprises displaying video at the-ear stereo. \|.17mmramnwmwmmaswwma
38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, vvherein the step of connecting the after-

market deviee to" the interface comprises connecting a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, 51'mur—r1:5wax-aw.Karin-1r-
:3:er

satellite receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver to the interface.

39. (Cancelled)

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising receiving a selection

command from the car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to

the interface in response to the selection command.

i.:;;:.\>td:;':!x‘f:x:22:4:rx:m:»;1&vy¢:sfiifltummgwh'rewwflwlntcfim‘zn'm-marg-ataz'iflnfli
41. (Original) Themethod of claim 40, further comprising processing the data from the

auxiliary input source for display on the car stereo.

 
_10
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42. (Currently Amend-ed) An apparatus for docking a portable device for integration with a car

stereo comprising:

a storage area remote from a car stereo for storing the portable device;

a docking portion within the storage area for communicating and physically mating with

the portable device;

a data port in communication with the docking portion, the data port connectable with a

device for integrating the portable device with the car stereo; and

an interface connected to the data port and to the car stereo, the interface channeling

audio from the portable device to the car stereo, the interface including means for remotely

controlling the portable device using the ear stereo by processing control commands generated

by the car stereo in a format incompatible with the portable device into formatted control

commands compatible with the portable-device, and dispatching the formatted control commands

to the portable device for execution thereby.

43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of 'claim 42, wherein the storage area further

 
comprises atop member, “a bottom member, and a hinge intercomecting the top member and the

bottom member at an edge thereof. :xmmmmwxamuu

.vmrxdflmammmllmmflnt
ll

‘H‘A‘V~41:
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- 44. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the data port comprises an RS-

232 or Universal Serial Bus (USB) port.

45. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further

comprises a top portion and a bottom portion defining a sleeve for holding the portable aedie

device.

46. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 43, further comprising a clasp for retaining

the top and bottom members in a closed position.

47. (Currently Amended) A method of integrating an after-market device with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after—market car stereo comprising:

- connecting the after-market device to an interface;

connecting the interface to a car stereo;

determining Whether the car stored is an OEM car stereo or an after-market car stereo;

generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car stereo tomaintain the car

stereo in an operational state responsive to external—signals; signals generated by the after-market

evice the device presence signal based upon the car stereofd ,

12

ME] .6468756v.1

Page 989 of 1462

ems:mmrmm:mmmvmwuxw2wmwz\fifixmmmtsimizzim‘amln‘
amen-1w

maxxmmmwmuwfl
.Lxcmwwtsfi;
Hawtzmw
Agamma

.‘52;?x11;c¢x«;g<3f%22:4§:M:.c(.x\ddzxa~nx:.c:tu75554:;
mom:a».91:.

m:T»:=T=nmwetrmzfiurxflwwmwmmfimw'
mmtmmrmmw

“Maumfivmmfikfimtfihflwwrflmwawmmm‘.



Page 990 of 1462

channeling audio signals from the after-market device to the car stereo using the

interface.

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, further comprising receiving control

commands from the-car stereo at the interface in a 'forrnat incompatible with the after-market

device.

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, further comprising converting the control COmmands

into a format recognizable by the after-market audio device.

'50. (Original) The method of claim 49, further comprising dispatching formatted commands to

the after-market audio device for execution thereby.

5-1.. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47, further comprising converting data received

at the interface from the after—market audio device in a format incompatible with the car stereo

into a format compatible with the car stereo,

. 52. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising dispiaj/ing formatted data 'on the car

stereo.-

53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying channel numbers, channel names,- titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car

stereo.

1 3
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54. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step ofdisplaying formatted data comprises

displaying video on the car stereo.

55. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable MP3 player external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable MP3 player, the interface

 
including:

memark/2:4
means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the «star—2:431:54$51513.

- ; 'car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state;
 

means for remotely controlling the MP3 player using the car stereo by receiving a

control command from the car stereo in a format incompatible with the MP3 player,

- processing the control command into a formatted control. command compatible with the
eww¢:f:a-;~nmgzwaww;mvwrzrawxfia‘iw'é‘sa‘vm‘mu5212::

riffifi-(WW”finch/1m“=mwuzmrsrmammficmflmwmzm7:312
MP3 player, and transmitting the formatted control command to the MP3 player for

execution thereby;'and -

means for transmitting audio from the portable MP3 player to the car stereo;

14
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56. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (DEM) car stereo.

57. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

58. (Cancelled)

59. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 55, wherein the interface further

includes means for receiving data from the MP3 player in a format incompatible with the car

stereo, processing the data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting

the formatted data to the car stereo for display thereby.

60. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, Vvherein the data comprises track and

time information.

61. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

62. (Previously'Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

15
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2|:m‘wmxm‘afimx
63. (Currently Amended) _ An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;
emu:
em:

a satellite radio receiver external to the-car stereo; 3:33:5kaanxrqufiuxviafiJkg
«new1.3er

an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite radio receiver, the interface

vam-
including:

xZEEAW

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an Operational state;

means for remotely controlling the satellite radio receiver using the car stereo by

receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format incompatible with the

 
éa,satellite radio receiver, processing the control command into a formatted control

command compatible with the satellite radio receiver, and transmitting the formatted “mums“.“\I:
'u'hWnbx'a'nsccontrol command to the satellite radio receiver for execution thereby; and

 
i

means for transmitting audio from the satellite radio receiver to the car stereo. g

E

64. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an Original i

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo. ' %

15 E E
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65. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

66. (Cancelled)

67. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 63, wherein the interface further

includes means for receiving data from the satellite radio receiver in a format incompatible with

the car stereo, processing the data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and

transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo for display thereby.

.68. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

69. (Previously Presented) The- apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises song title and

- artist information. _

-70. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data cemprises a channel

number and a channel name.

71. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim, 67, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or morecontrol buttons or presets on the car stereo.

17
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.. 7.2,... (Currently. Amended) An andiO..de.Vice integrationsystem comprising:

a car stereo;

a digital audio'broadca'st receiver external to the car stereo;  
an interface connected between the car stereo and the digital audio broadcast receiver, the

5'3
i

i5i

3
interface including:

 

4.3.1.fiqmwmwryfifi'mx
means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

«we:

imfifim‘tlfiwcfifixurga‘s:zimnbucmuai'AtWWh“mug:
car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state;

means for remotelv controlling the digital audio broadcast receiver using the car

stereo by receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format incompatible with

the digital audio broadcast receiver, processing the control command into a formatted

control command compatible with the digital audio broadcast receiver, and transmitting

the formatted Control command to the digital audio broadcast receiver for execution

thereby; and

means for transmitting audio from the digital audio broadcast receiver to the car

stereo.

is

mmummw..aarm...m~w~m>rwvnmwmnmw-nwrmfih‘wnnumuwt-flsmtwnvnmonvaétrwx2:{wmarmm-«m-mwmmm-Mm1
ME] 6468756VJ
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73. (Previously PreSented) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (GEM) car stereo.

74. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

75. (Cancelled)

76. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 72, wherein the interface further

includes means for receiving data from the digital audio broadcast receiver in a format

_.:incompatible vvith the ' car stereo, processing the incompatible data into formatted data

-'..eompatible With the car stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo for display

thereby.

77. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises track and

time inferrnation.

78. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information:

79. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, \vherein the data comprises a channel

number and a Channel name.

19
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80. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

81. (Currently Amended) A device for integrating video information for use with a car stereo,

comprising:

a car stereo;

a an after-market video device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the alter—market video device, the

~ interface including:

means forfgenerating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to'the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; state responsive to signals

generated by the after-market video device; and

means fer transmitting video information from the alter-market video device to

the car stereo. ' i

82. (Previously Presented) The device of Claim 8 1_, further comprising means for converting

the video information into a format compatible with the car stereo.

20‘
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83. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable audio device external to the car'stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable audio device, the interface

including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational State;

means for remotely controlling the portable audio device using the car stereo by

receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format incompatible with the

portable audio device, processing the control command into a formatted control

command compatible with the portable audio device, and transmitting the formatted

control command to the portable audio device for execution thereby; and '

means for transmitting audio from the portable audio device to the car stereo.

84.. (Previously Presented) ‘ ' The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable. audio

device comprises a portable CD player.

_21
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85. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable MP3 player.

86. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable satellite receiver.

87. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.

88. (Previously Presented) The apparatus 'of Claim 1, further comprising a bus connection

‘ established between the after-market audio device and the interface.

89.. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of CIaim 88, wherein the bus connection

Comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection.

90. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 24, further comprising a bus

, connection establ‘ishedlb‘etween the at least One of the plurality of auxiliary input sources and the

interface.

91. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 90, wherein the. bus connection

comprises a Universal Serial Bus (U SB) connection. I

22
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92. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 55, further comprising a bus

connection established between the MP3 player and the interface.

93. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 92, wherein the bus connection

comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection.

94. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 63, further comprising a. bus.

connection established between the satellite radio receiver and the interface

95. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 94, wherein the bus connection

' L comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection.

996-. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 72, further comprising a bus connection

established between the digital audio broadcast receiver'and the interface.

97. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 96, wherein the bus connection

comprises a UniversalSerial Bus (USB) connection.

98. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 81, further comprising a bus

connection eStab-lished'between the video device and the interface.

99. (Previously Presented) . The apparatus of Claim .98, wherein the bus connection

comprises a Univchal-écrial Bus'(USB) connection.

23

ME] 6468756v.l

NRWWS1%1E‘YWRWW5WNwlkvflfi;‘atvfléawmm‘5wfim1“Whiteley—axes:yywxezuixzzq.
we:

rammvawewfivam
737421233;

>.\~Tfl%'v‘xl?‘$i$“

“mu-1M,”u.finitrcxlflmxx‘r-‘Flt‘mmauzmanagwuanusafimtawfirflwafiz1r
..man:a.“ 1.:q::£)i§fiiz‘wfim‘“notrue-finallax-memen-



Page 1001 of 1462

100. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 83, further comprising a bus

connection established between the portable audio device and the interface.

101. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 100, wherein the bus connection

comprises a Universal Serial Bus (USB) connection.

102.. I (Previously :Presented) The apparatus of Claim 81, wherein the interface further

comprises means for receiving a control signal from the car stereo in a format incompatible with

the video device, processing the control signal into a formatth control signal compatible with

the video device, and transmitting the formatted control signal to the video device for execution

thereby.

.103. (Previously Presented) _ The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the interface further

comprises means for receiving data from the video device incompatible with the car stereo,

processingdthe data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting the

formatted data to the car stereo for display thereon.

24
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. 104. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system, comprising:

a car stereo;

a an after-market. line-level audio source external to the car stereo; and :wFMfi-FiamwxWUwr—meammummrzcssnazmmmmnmmmwaw:ias,i
r.arm—Ms;aan interface connected between the car stereo and the alter—market, line level audio

source, the interface including:

means for generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car

Stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational states-arid state responsive to signals  
generated by the after-market, line-level audio source; and mmnwam'

:.:4:-

means for transmitting audio from the after-market line-level audio source
 

to the car stereo.  
ii
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REMARKS

Applicant submits this response to the outstanding Office Action on the above-identified

application. Applicant has amended the claims, as set forth herein, and respectfully submits that

the application, as amended, is in condition for allowance.

Applicant has amended independent Claims 1, 24, 30, 42, 47, 55, 63, 72, 81, 83, and 104,

and dependent Claim 6, to further define the present invention. For the reasons set forth below,

Applicant submits that the pending claims are patentable over the cited references, taken alone or

in any. combination.

‘I. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Applicant’s claimed invention relates generally to an audio device integration system for

integrating. one or more after-market audio devices external to a car Stereo (and, normally, not

compatiblewith the car stereo), such as an MP3 player, a sateilite radio receiver, digital audio

broadcast (DAB) receiver, or one or more auxiliary input sources, for use with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-market car stereo system. The invention allows an

external device Which is ordinarily incompatible with an OEM or after-market car stereo system

to beintegrated therewith, such that the OEMor after—market car stereo system can be used to

control the external device, and audio and/or Video from the external device can be channeled to

the car stereo. Integration is achieved by the interface of the present invention by receiving an

incompatible control command from the car stereo, processing the incompatible control

command 'into a tonnatted control command compatible ‘With the external ' device, and

transmitting the formatted contrOI connnand to the external device for execution thereby.

26
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Additionally, incompatible data from the external device, such as track number, time, song name,

artist name, video information, and other data, is received by the interface of the present

inyention, processed: into formatted data compatible with the. car stereo, andtransmitted to-the

car stereo for display thereby. As a result, external devices which are ordinarily alien to and

inoperable with an existing car stereo system can be integrated for use with such systems, while

remote command and control capabilities (cg, using the controls. of the car stereo system) are

provided.

I]. SUMMARY OF THE REFERENCES CITED IN THE OFFICE ACTION

Applicant submits that the pending claims are patentable over the references cited in the

Office Action, taken alone or in combination. Specifically, Applicantsubmits that the pending

“claims are patentable' over U.S. Patent -No.' 6,163,079 to Miy‘azaki, et al, US Patent No.

~.6,653;,948 to Kunimatsu et a1., U.S. Patent No; 6,608,399 to McConnell et' all, U.S. Patent No.  

6,993,6l5 to Falcon, US. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0085730 to Holland, U.S.

 
Patent No. 6,591,085 to Grady, U.S. Patent No. 6,346,917 tooFuchs et al., and U.S. Patent No.
 6,374,177 to Lee et a1.,' taken alone-or in any combination.

Mivazaki et a1. discloses a user-operable system for a vehicle which includes a central 

control unit and-lone: or more detachable units which can be connected to one or more connectors

positioned at various locations in the Vehicle. 'In the first embodiment, the central control unit

comprises an audio control unit, and the detachable unit includes a disk changer, a switch unit,

and a multiple): control unit. In the secOnd embodiment, the central control: unit comprises a car

navigation control unit, and the detachable unit includes a disk changer, a switch unit, and a
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  urnwmg,Wigwam,

...mwfitnkczrifiumwfinmnzxmxmm‘lmmfidicfvmwmmagw‘E-c
liquid crystal screen and an associated switch and speaker, wherein the disk changer uploads

map data to the car navigation control unit. In. the third .embodiment, the central control unit

includes an air 00nditioner control unit and the. detachable unit includes a switch unit for

conti'olling'an airconditiouer.

Kunimatsu, -et al. discloses a vehicle-mounted display system‘for-allowing operation ofia l

plurality of screens -,wit_h many functions._ The invention allows a user to select a screen from a

plurality of screens, and the screen is displayed across the entire surface of the display panel,

along with an operation menu which is superimposed over the selected screen.  
McConnell. et a1. discloses a universal docking station for a vehicle with various

- electronic feature modules which are custom-designed for docking in the universal docking 5515113117TE:\‘?).V:::Q~.:1‘|:W;V¢S¢‘.1§;J:Lr-‘gstation. The modules- include a custom-designed MP3 player, 'a tire pressure monitor, a satellite

1 programming receiver, a vehicle security module, an electronic map module, a display feature wa:*u>‘:3'.\1<9:a‘.l‘.ir.‘.
"module, a gas station speed pass module, a remote, keyless entry receiver module, a vehicle

lighting Controner module, a camera module, a radar detector module, a power line controller

module, a garage door opener module, a digital media player module, a global positioning

system (GPS) module, a BlucTooth linking module, and a breathalyzer module. A video display
 

could be provided with the docking Station for displaying video information.

Falcon discloses a portable computing device which is operable with an appliance, such

- as a car stereo. The carl'stereo includes a docking portion which receives the portable computing
.s-wmmsemesamumuaeimfimwmmxsmsxw.1.,
Wmnnim

device. The pertable computing device functions as a display for the car stereo, and allows a

28
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thgmsrquziw.mwuwdtwbxalww..2-
unwwri‘

user to control the car stereo. "The portable computing device includes a configuration module

which identifies-the type of appliance to which the portable computing device is connected. The

appliance includes a type module which sends a data packet to the portable computing device. «mam-x.wawmzanda’xr'
  The data packet is utilized by the configuration module to determine the type of the appliance.

The portable computing device generates a screen which is customized to the type of the

g
Elia
ll
'éI:l

appliance.

Holland discloses a briefcase with an integrated loudspeaker system. The briefcase can

store an electronic device. The loudspeaker systcm includes an amplifier which can be

 
W‘Amnnrfi‘w’r“cennected to the electronic device.

 

Gradv discloses an PM transmitter and power supply / ‘charging station 'for an MP3
vwe:a:

--«..'~pla'yer.' The FM {transmitter transmits audio from the MP3 player to a nearby'FM receiver. A

docking cavity is provided in the station for receiving-the MP3 player.

uchs et al. discloses a method for installing an antenna system external to a vehicle.F ,

Lee "etal. discloses amethod and apparatus for providing navigational services in a 
 

Wireless communication device. 'The apparatus includes an Internet radio which can be installed i
ll
it

iin a vehicle. The radio includes an interactive display panel and a communications device, such

as a inulti—band receiver, a GPS receiver, an infrared (IrDA) receiver, or a gateway receiver, for

allowing the radio to 'obtain data from an external network. Navigational-Services can. be

29_
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provided to the user, and navigational updates can be obtained using the communications device.

Geographic. advertising and other content can be provided-to the user.

111. ' ' ARGUMENT

Applicant submits that none of the cited references,.taken alone or in any combination,

teach or suggest- providing an audio device-integration system which alldws-an external, after-

market device to communicate with and to be remotely controlled using an existing car stereo

system.

A. None of the Cited References, Taken Alone or in Any Combination,

Teach or Suggest Providing Remote Control of an External Audio or

Video Device By A Normally Incompatible Car Stereo

in view of Applicant’s amendments to independent Claims 1, 24, and 30, Applicant

respectfully submits that Claims 1-4, 6, 10713, 15-26,.28-30, 34-38, 40-41, 82, 88-89, 90—91, and

 
102-103, which were rejected as being obvious over Miyazaki. et al. in View of Kunimatsu er a1.

and McConnell et a1., are patentable over these references.
 

The Office Action concedes that neitherMiyazaki, et al. nor Kunimatsu. e-t a1. disclose

thelclaimed feature of an audio device integration system which includes means for remotely

controlling an external, after-market device using a car stereo by receiving a control

command from the car stereo in a format'incompatible with a device external to the car

stereo, processing the control command'into a'fOrmatted command compatible with the

external device, and transmitting the formatted cemmand to the external deVice for execution

thereby, as 'set forth-in independent Claims 1" and 24, and similar limitations set forth in

independent method Claim 30 and dependent Claim 82. Although the Office Action points to
' 30
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column 4, lines 7-19 of McConnell, et al. as disclosing this feature, neither; this excerpt, nor the

entirety of McConnell et al., discloses this feature, as specifically set forth in independent
 

Claims 1, 24, and 30. and. dependent Claim 82.

McConnell. et al.. briefly-mentions- a controller 1.4 (see FIG. ,1) which “includes suitable

circuitry and/or programmingto perform power conditioning, filtering,-and data protocol

translation. Controller circuit 14 operates as a gateway for supply of electrical power

(conditioned) and communication of data between the vehicle’s electrical and signal distribution

system 15, such [as] a multiplexed data wire or power line, and palticular feature modules

coupled to rack 12.” However, McConnell et al.7makes no mention of allowing a car stereo
 

VSystern to control an ordinarily incompatible external device, but only discloses custom~

- 'i-‘dcsignedi-native, digital'audi'o player and satellite receiver modules'that can be docked with the

' docking station disclosed therein. These modules are only disclosed in McConnell et a1. as
 

, sending audio to a “vehicle speaker syStem” (see col. 7, line 50), and there is no mention of

 remotely controlling any of these modules by a car stereo. Put simply, because McConnell et al.

I fails whatsoever to disclose allowing a car stereo to remotely control one Of the modules, it

necessarily fails to disclose receiving an incompatible control command from a car stereo,

, processing same into aformat Compatible with an external; afler-market device, and transmitting

same to the device for execution thereby,- as required by the claims.

Indeed, in connection 'With the digital audio-land satellite receiver modules disclosed in

' McConnell et goonly audiosignals' are disclosed as being transmitted to. a vehicle speaker 

 system. Thus, McGonnell et al. merely'contemplates sending only audio to the car audio

31
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, system. No disclosure is provided relating to control commands flowing in the opposite

 direction, i.e., from the car stereo to rthe'external audio or video device, As such, McConnell et

a; is absent any disclosure relating to issuing control. Commands at the car stereo for controlling

a device external to the car stereo, much less processing incompatible control commands issued

at the car stereo so that they canbc used to remotely control the external device. accordingly,
Applicant-submits that. independent Claims I, 24,. and 30 and their respective dependent claims,

which include all of theilimitatiofis of Claims, 1, 24, and 30, as well as dependent Claim 32, are

 
patentable over Miyazaki. et a1., Kunimatsu et a1., and McConnell, et al., taken alone or in

combination.

- For similar reasons, Applicant submits that Claims 5, 7-9, 27, 31-33, and 52-54 are

   
:"patentable ovcr Miyaiaki, et al. in view of Kunimatsu et a1., McConnell et at, and Falcon.

"’ Claims 5, 7~9, 27, and iii-33, by virtue of their dependency on independent Claims 1, 24, and 30,

{Each recite the aforementioned limitations of remotely controlling an external device using a car

stereo by. receiving a control command from a car stereo in a format incompatible with an

external device, processing the control command into a format compatible with the external

device, and dispatching the processed command to the external device for execution thereby. As

discussed above, Iieither Miy’az’aki, et_a1., Kunirnatsu et al., nor McConnell et al., taken alone or
  

in combination, teach or suggest such limitations.

Falcon is likewise deficient. Ealcon' fails Whatsoever to disclose allowing a car stereo to
 

remotely control a normally incompatible, afierfmarket, external audio or video device using a

car stereo by processing incompatible control-connnandS from the car "stereo at the interface into

32
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commands that are compatible with an after-market, external device, and transmitting same to

the external, afiersma'rket device for execution thereby. Rather, itmerely discloses a customized

car radio which isspecifieally designed-to receive the portable computer disclosed therein.

There is clearly no disclosure of the portable computer being incompatible with the car stereo

(since the ear stereo is specifically designed for use with the portable computer), nor'is- there any

disclosure of the ear stereo-beingeapable of remotely controlling a- normally incompatible, after-

market device external thereto. As such, Applicants submit that Claims 5', -7-9-, 27, and 31-33 are

patentahle over Miyazaki, et al., Kunimatsu, et al., McConnell et a1. and Falcon, taken alone or
 

in any combination.

Applicant also submits thatdependent Claims 52-54,'w11ieh recite limitations directed to

lireeeiving incompatible data from an after-market device at'an interface, processing the data into

"-f‘a format compatible with a car stereo, and transmitting same to the car stereo for display thereon,

  .. are patentable over Miyazaki,’ et a1. in'vievv' of Kunimatsu et ah, McConnell et a1. and Falcon,

" taken alone or in any combination. None of these references are cencerned with receiving

information from an after-market deirice, much less processing same into a format compatible

with a car stereo for display thereon.‘ Indeed, each of the external devices disclosed in these

references are native (to, eastern-designed) products which are already compatible 'with the car

stereo. They clearly are not after-market products, and there is no disclosure of retrieving

incompatible infonnation from an after-market product and processing same for display on a car

stereo. As such, Applicant submits that Claims 52-54 are patentable ever the cited references,

taken alone or in any combination.
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Applicant also submits that Claims 42-46, 48-51, 55—57, 59-65, 67-74, 76-80, 83-87, 92-

97, and. 100-103, vvhich ivere rejected as being obvious over various combinations of the

 remaining references cited in the Office ActiOn in View of Mcconnell et al., arepatentable over

 these references. In connection with these claims, the Office Action cites 'M'cconnell et al. as

disclosing—the claimed feature of remotely controlling an external device using a car stereo by

receiving incompatible control commands from a car stereo, processing same into a format

compatible with an external audio or video device, and dispatching same to the external device

for execution thereby. As discussed above, McConnell, et a1. is devoid of such a feature, and

Mivazaki et al., Kunimatsu ct al., and Falcon, taken alone or in any combination, fail to cure
   

this deficiency. The remaining references, i.e., Holland Grady, Fuchs, and Lee, are similarly
  

deficient. Holland relates only to a briefcase vvith'an integrated loudspeaker, and is absent any

disclosure relating to an interface'between a car stereo system and an external audio or 'video

device. M merely discloses a dockingstatiou with an FM transmitter, and fails vvhatsoever
to disclose an. interface which alloxvs ferrernote control of an external audio or video device

using ainormally incompatible 'car- stereo. Lee et al. is concerned only with providing
 

navigational services on a wir'clcss communications device, and is unconcerned with processing

incompatible commands from a car stereo system for remotely controlling an external audio or

Video device. Fuchs et al. onlyr relates to an antenna, and is entirely unconcerned with an 

interface connected betvveen 'a car stereosyaem and an external audio or video-device. As such,

Applicant submits that-Claims42146,48-51, 55—57, 59—65, 67—74, 76-80, 83-87, 92—97, and 100—

103 are patentableover Holland :Grady, Fuchs, and@, taken alone or in any combination with 

Miyazakil et a1., Kunimatsu et £11., McConnell et a1. and Falcon.  
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B. None of the Cited References, Taken Alone or in Any Combination,
Teach or Suggest Generating and Transmitting a Device Presence

Signal to Maintain a Car Stereo in a State Responsive-to Signals
Generated bv an After-Market External Device

_In view of Applicant’s amendments to independent Claims 47', 81, and;104, Applicant

_ submitsthat Claims 47, -81_, 98-99,_and -1704, which were rejected as being, anticipated by

 
Miyiazaki, et a1., or obvious over Miyazaki, et al. in view of EM or Kunimatsu et al., are

patentable over these references. An important feature of the present invention, as set forth in

amended Claims 47, 81, 98-99, and 104, is the ability of the integration system of the present

invention to maintain an existing car stereo in a state responsive to signals generated by an after—

market external device, including an after-market audio or video device or an after-market, line-

level audio source, by' generating and transmitting'a device presence signal to the car stereo

Which is based upon the car stereo. Ordinarily, if an after-market device is connected to an

- -'existing car stereo system, the car stereo system does not recognize the after-market device and

is unresponsive to such a device. The present invention thus allows non-native, after-market

devices to be integrated. for use with an existing car stereo system because it prevents the car

stereo system from being unresponsive when such devices are connected, via the present

invention, to the car stereo system.

Neither Miyazaki, et al.,'Falcon', nor Kunimatsu et al., taken alone or in any combination,
 

teach or suggest generating and transmitting aldeviee presence signal. to maintain a car

stereo in an operational State responsive to signals generated by an after-market device or

an after-market,'line-Ievel source, as required. by Claims 47, 81, 98—99, and 104. Miyazaki, et

a_1, is entirely unconcerned With maintaining a car stereo in a state responsive to signals generated
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by an external, after-marker device. Miyazaki, et ‘al. merely discloses sending multiplexed

instruction data from an audio switch unit to one or more electric equipment units (reference

 
numeral 40A) positioned in a car. However, the equipment units are native (i.e., specifically

designed) for. use with the system disclosed in Miyagaki. et a1. Indeed, each equipment unit

includes a specially-designed wiring harness which is configured for use only with custom-

designed connectorspositioned throughout a vehicle. As such, since these components are
native and are custom-designed for each other, Miyazaki, et a1. is absent any disclosure relating

to an interface for integrating external, after-market devices for use with an existing car stereo.

Still further, although the Office Action points to element number 38 in FIG. 1 of

Miyazaki, et a1. as disclosing the interface recited‘in the claims, element number 38 is nothing

-;‘inore than a vehicle—side connector with no internal electronics whatsoever for generating and

transmitting a deviCe presence signal to .a car stereo. It clearly is not an interface positioned

between and in communication with an after—market, external device and a car stereo, much less

an interface which generates and transmits a device presence signal to a car stereo to maintain

communication between the car stereo and the alter-market, external device, as required by

Claims 47, 81, 98-99, and 104. Additionally, although the Office Action points to the multiplex

element 42 of FIGS. 1' and 2, col. 4, lines 51—67, and: col. 5, lines 1-31 of Miyazak'i, et a1., these

excerpts only very broadly disclose exchanging multiplexed data between its audio control unit

and the electric equipment units disclosed therein. 'HoWever, the electric equipment units of

Miyazaki, et a1. do not send a signal to the audio control unit to maintain a' car stereo in a state

responsive to Isig‘nals- generated by an external, afler-markei‘ device, as. the Office Action,

improperly concludes. Such a Signal is not disclosed in MiyaZaki, et a1., nor is any required,
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because the components of Miyazaki, et al. are custom-designed to communicate with each

other. Put simply,rthe electric equipment units are native components that‘are designed to work

with a custom-designed audio control unitfan'd are n_ot after-market components that ordinarily

cannot communicate with an existing-ear stereo. "

'Falco_n and Kunimatsu' et a]. fail to remedy the deficiencies ofVMiyazaki,‘ et a1. Falcon 

does not disclose generating and transmitting a deviCe presence signal to maintain a Car stereo in

an operational state responsive to signals generated by a non-native device. Rather, it merely

, discloses a customized car radio which isspecifieally designed to receivethe portable computer

disclosed therein. The portable computer includes a software configuration module which

determines the type of appliance in which it is docked (e.g., a furnace, an air conditioner, a

humidifier, a clock radio, a refrigeration appliance, a freezer, an even, a range, a car stereo, eta),

and-presents an appropriate user. interface on its'screen based upOn the detected type of

appliance. However, "since the appliances are specifically designed to operate. with and be

responsive-to the portable computer, there is no disclosure of the portable computer of Ealgoil

generating and transmitting a device. presence Isignal to a car stereo to maintain it in a state

responsive to signals generated by an external, or-dinarily'incompatible, after-market device.

Kunimatsu' é: al. merely discloses a vehiCleémounted display system, and is unconcerned With an
 

integration device that allows for commonieationI'bettveen by car Stereo and-an after-market

device by sending a. device prCSenee signal to the car stereo. As Such,l'App1icant. submits that

 Claims 47, 81, 98-99, and 104 are patentable over Miy'azaki, et.al., Falcon, and Kimimatsu et al.,

taken alone or in any combination.
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IV.- CONCLUSION

All issues raised in the Office Action are be1ieved to have been addressed. CIaims 1= 6,

24, 30, 42, 47, 55; 63, 72", 81, 83, and 104 were amended, and Claims 1—13, 1538,4057, 59-65,

67-74, and 16-104-101‘e pending and are in condition for Inflows-nee. No new matter-'has' been

added: Reeiamination is requested and feyorable aetion sOlicited.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: ”6; Zgfl 20° ? Mar 4 E.N1'kolsky
_ Reg. No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

_ Newark, NJ 07102-4056
Tel: 973-639—6987 '

Fax: 973-297—6624
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 2
Art Unit: 2615

DETAILED ACTION

Claims 14, 39, 58, 66 and 75 have been cancelled and thus will not be further

considered by the Examiner.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —-

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

Claim 104 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by

Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079).

With respect to claim 104, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration

system, comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 |n.6-7); a line-level audio source (fig.2

#40A) external to the car stereo; and an interface (fig.1,2 #38) connected between the

car stereo and the line level audio source, the interface including: means (fig.2 #42) for

generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the

car stereo in an operational state (col.4 ln.54-57); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting

audio from the line-level audio source to the car stereo.
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 3
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-4,6,10-13,15-26,28-30,34-38,40-41,82,88-89,90-91 and 102-103 are

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miyazaki et_ al (US

6,163,079) in view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1) and in further view of

McConnell et al (us 6,608,399 32).

With respect to claim 1, Miyazaki’discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 ln.6—7); an after-market audio device (fig.2

#40A) external to the car stereo; an interface (fig.1,2 #38,) connected between the car

stereo and the after-market audio device for channeling audio signals to the car stereo

from the after-market audio device (cOI.2 |n.5-16), the interface including: means (fig.2

#42) for receiving a control command from the car stereo, processing the control

command, and transmitting the command to the after-market audio device for execution

thereby (col.4 |n.51—67, col.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.2, #42) for receiving data from the

after-market audio device, processing the data, and transmitting the data to the car
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 4

Art Unit: 2615

stereo (col.4 |n.51-67, co|.5 ln.1—31); and means (fig.2 #43) for switching to one or more

auxiliary input sources connected to the interface (col.4 |n.54-57).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

command from the car stereo and the means for receiving data from the after-market

device include the capability of processing data from an incompatible form between

devices into a compatible format that allows each device to function by executing the

compatible formatted command.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1 ) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form, which allows communication

between the devices (col.4 |n.7-19 “data protocol translation").

Atthe time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving data from

the after-market device includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car

stereo, however does disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection
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instruction, a station selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (co|.4 |n.51-

66). Miyazaki also teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4

#47) as an auxiliary device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

Vtfith respect to claim 2, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (co|.1 In.12-36).

With respect to claim 3, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control
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system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a User of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades oould include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

Vlfith respect to claim 4, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

after-market audio device comprises a CD player, CD changer (fig.2 #44), MP3 player,

Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver, or satellite receiver.

I

With respect to claim 6, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

' interface generates a CD player presence signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state

responsive to processed data and audio signals (col.4 ln.54-66).

With respect to claim 10, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the data comprises video information (co|.5 In.24-31).
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Vtfith respect to claim 11, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the formatted data is displayed as a menu on the

display of the car stereo. It is implied that the system of Miyazaki includes a screen to

display the navigation information. however it is not disclosed wherein this information is

provided as a menu.

Kunimatsu discloses a combined navigation/audio system that displays a menu

of data (fig.3B).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the combined navigation and audio system of Kunimatsu as the

navigation and audio units of Miyazaki. This would provide a menu of options for a user

to select.

The motivation for providing the data in the form of a menu, as does Kunimatsu,

would have been to simplify the controls of the system of Miyazaki, by providing an

easily viewable set of options.

With respect to claim 12, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the display of the car stereo comprises a graphic

panel. Miyazaki discloses wherein the navigation unit (fig.4 #28,4OB) comprises a

graphic panel (fig.4 #47).

Kunimatsu discloses a vehicle mounted display system (fig.1 #12) that is

integrated with a navigation unit (fig.1 #14) and an audio system (fig.1 #18), wherein the

system includes a graphic panel (fig.1 #20). _
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. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the combined navigation and audio System of Kunimatsu as the

navigation and audio units of Miyazaki. It is well known in the art that touch-screen

panels are commonly found in vehicles for the purpose of controlling and displaying

both navigation and audio information, as evidenced by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for using a combined unit would have been to supply a system

with one set of controls, which would ultimately simplify the operation of the system.

Also, a system with one display and one set of controls (being the touch—screen display)

would greatly reduce the required area of mounting space, hence allowing the system to

be implemented in smaller vehicles.
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mm respect to claim 13, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions,

Vifith respect to claim 15, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

audio signals from the one or more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to

the car stereo by the interface (co|.4 |n.63-67, col.5 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 16, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select between the one or more

auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on thecar stereo. Miyazaki discloses

wherein the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is

taken that it is well known in the art that car stereo units have keys for selecting disks

(auxiliary input sources) from a CD changer. It would have been obvious to a person of

ordinary skill in the art to use keys for the selection of disks in the changer on the audio

control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so would have been to

select a CD to play without having to manually access the disk changer.
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Vlfith respect to claim 17, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering a disc number at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit

is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well known in

the art that car stereo units have keys for selecting disks (auxiliary input sources) from a

CD changer. These keys are known to be associated with a disk number that

corresponds to a disk in the changer. It would have been obvious to a person of

ordinary skill in the art to use keys with disk numbers for the selection of disks in the

changer on the audio control unit (figs #32) of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to select a CD to play without having to manually access the disk

changen

\Mth respect to claim 18, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary inputsources

by entering a track number at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control

unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well

known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter a track number of a CD in a

CD changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter

track numbers on the audio control unit (figs #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a

track of a disk in the changer. The motivation for doing so would have been to select an

audio track to play without having to manually access the disk changer.
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Vlfith respect to claim 19, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein

the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44).. Official Notice is taken that it

is well known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter both disk and track

numbers to select an audio track in a CD changer. It would have been obvious to a

person of ordinary skill in the art to enter both disk and track numbers on the audio

control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the changer.

The motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play without

having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 20, Miyazaki discloses. the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select between the audio device and

the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44).

Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art that car stereo units have means to

enter a sequence, such as disk and track number, to select an audio track in a CD

changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter a

sequence, such as disk and track numbers on the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of

Miyazaki for the selection of-a track of a disk in the changer. The motivation for doing

so would have been to select an audio track to play without having to manually access
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the disk changer.

With respect to claim 21, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 20,'however

does not disclose expressly wherein the sequence comprises a track up-selection

followed bya track down selection. Official Notice is taken that is well known in the art

that track up and down commands are common on most CD players and disk changers.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use these

commands in the control of the CD changer of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to pan through the tracks until a desired track is found.

VVIth respect to claim 22, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, further

comprising a second interface (fig.1 #38) connected to (fig.1 “Ls,Lb”) the first interface

(fig.1 #38) for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

Vlfith respect to claim 23, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 22, wherein

both the first interface and the second interface are controllable using the car stereo

(co|.6 |n.28-32).

V\fith respect to claim 24, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 |n.6-7); a plurality of auxiliary input sources

(fig.2 #40A, fig.4 #408); an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and

the plurality of auxiliary input sources (col.2 |n.5-16) for channeling audio from at least
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one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources, the interface including; means (fig.2 #42)

for receiving a control command from the car stereo, processing the control command,

and transmitting the command to the after-market audio device for execution thereby

(col.4 In.51-67, co|.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.2, #42) for receiving data from the after-

market audio device, processing the data, and transmitting the data to the car stereo '

(col.4 ln.51—67, ool.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.2 #43) for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources from the car stereo (col.4 ln.54—57).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

command from the car stereo and the means for receiving data from the after-market

device include the capability of processing data from an incompatible form between

devices into a compatible format that allows each device to function by executing the

compatible formatted command.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (col.4 |n.7-19 “data protocol translation").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted ,

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to
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use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki. I

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (co|.4 |n.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51 —66.
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V\fith respect to claim 25, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein

the control unit is connected to adisk changer (figs #44). Official Notice is taken that it

is well known in the art that car stereo units have means such as buttons to enter both

disk and track numbers to select an audio track in a CD changer. it would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter both disk and track numbers on

the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the

changer. The motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play

without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 26, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein

at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources comprises a CD player, CD

changer (fig.2 #44), MP3 player, satellite receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB)

receiver.

VWth respect to claim 28, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary input

mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the

control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken thatit is

well known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter a sequence, such as

disk and track number, to select an audio track in a CD changer. It would have been

Page 1031 of 1462



Page 1032 of 1462

Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 16
Art Unit: 2615

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter a sequence to switch the interface

into an auxiliary input mode, such as disk and track numbers on the audio control unit

(figs #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the changer. The

motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play without having

to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 29, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 28, wherein

the control sequence comprises a track up command followed by a track down

command. Official Notice is taken that is well known in the art that track up and down

commands are common on most CD players and disk changers. It would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use these commands in the control of

the CD changer of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a

user to pan through the tracks until a desired track is found.

With respect to claim 30, Miyazaki discloses a method for integrating an after-

market device (fig.2 #40A) with a car stereo (fig.1 #32, co|.4 ln.6—7) comprising:

connecting an interface (fig.1 #38) to the car stereo, the after-market device to the

interface, and an auxiliary input source (fig.1 #38) to the interface (col.2 ln.5-16);

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface; processing the control

commands and dispatching processed control commands to the after-market device;

receiving data and audio from the after-market device at the interface; processing the

data into a second format compatible with the car stereo and dispatching the audio and
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processed data to the car stereo (col.4 In.51-67, col.5 |n.1-4), and playing audio from

the auxiliary input source through the car stereo (fig.3 #30).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the control commands are in a

format incompatible with the after-market device, where the commands are processed

into a format compatible to both the car stereo and the after—market device.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the system displays processed

data on a display of the car stereo, however does disclose the processing of data

including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station selection instruction, a volume

control instruction, etc. (col.4 In.51-66). Miyazaki also teaches a navigation system

(fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary device.
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Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to .the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

VVIth respect to claim 34, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving video information from the

device (col.5 ln.24-31).

With respect to claim 35, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of displaying the formatted data comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel

(fig.4 #47).
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With respect to claim 36, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step of displaying the formatted data comprises displaying the

data in a graphical user interface at the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1).

With respect to claim 37, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises displaying video at

the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1,fig.3A).

Vtfith respect to claim 38, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of connecting the after-market device to the interface comprises connecting a CD

player, CD changer (fig.3 #44), MP3 player, satellite receiver, or Digital Audio Broadcast

(DAB) receiver to the interface.

\Mth respect to claim 40, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, however

does not disclose expressly further comprising receiving a selection command from the

car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to the interface

in response to the selection command. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit is

connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well known in

the art that car stereo units have means to select an audio tracks and disks in a CD

changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to send a

selection command to the. interface when an auxiliary unit such as a disk changer is

connected. The motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to
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play without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 41, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 40 inview of

Kunimatsu, further comprising processing the data from the auxiliary input source for

display on the car stereo (Kunimatsu: col.5 ln.56—62).

With respect to claim 82, Miyazaki discloses the device of claim 81 in view of

Kunimatsu, further comprising means for converting the video information into a format

compatible with the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1 #44).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the control commands are in a

format incompatible with the after-market device, where the commands are processed

into a format compatible to both the car stereo and the after—market device.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

Page 1036 of 1462



Page 1037 of 1462

Application/Control Number: 10I316,961 Page 21
Art Unit: 2615

use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Vlfith respect to claims 88-91, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claims 1 and

24, however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the

auxiliary/afler-market device and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections were well known in the art

to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

\Mth respect to claim 102, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 81, wherein

the interface further comprises means (fig.2 #42) for receiving a control signal from the

car stereo, processing the control signal, and transmitting the control signal to the

auxiliary device (co|.4 |n.51-67, col.5 |n.1-31).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

signal from the car stereo includes the capability of processing data from an

incompatible form between devices into a compatible format that allows each device to

function by executing the compatible formatted command.
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McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (col.4 In.7-19 "data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Vlfith respect to claim 103, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 81, wherein

the interface further comprises means (fig.2 #42) for receiving a data from the auxiliary

device (Kunimatsu’s video device, see claim 81), processing the control signal, and

transmitting the control signal to the auxiliary device (col.4 ln.51-67, col.5 |n.1-31).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

signal from the car stereo includes the capability of processing data from an

incompatible form between devices into a compatible format that allows each device to

function by exe0uting the compatible formatted command.
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McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a personof ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of ‘

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Claims 5,7-9,27,31-33 and 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Kunimatsu et al

(US 6,653,948 B1) in view of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) and in further view

of Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).
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\Mth respect to claim 5, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the interface further comprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the after-market audio device and

integrating the after-market audio device based upon the device type.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing of the devices comprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the audio device and integrating the

audio device based upon the device type (col.4 ln.25-42).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to automatically detect and integrate the external audio devices of

Miyazaki with the audio control unit as is accomplished in the interfacing of Falcon.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user-friendly system

that does not require resetting control configurations each time a new auxiliary device is

connected to or in communication with the audio control.

With respect to claims 7-9, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the data comprises “track and time information”,

“song title and artist information”, “channel number and channel information”.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises “track
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and time information” (col.8 ln.20-26), “song title and artist information" (col.8 |n.26—30),

“channel number and channel information" (col.6 |n.41—47).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the'data

exchanged by Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the audio control unit

with information pertaining to the operation of the auxiliary devices. This would allow

the audio control to present this information to a user located in the front of the vehicle,

hence allowing a user to view and control the reproduction of information without

leaving his or her seat.

With respect to claim 27, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a device type of the at least one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources is automatically detected by the interface and the at least one of

the plurality of auxiliary input sources is automatically integrated with the car stereo

based upon the device type.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (1194 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing of the devices comprises automatically

detecting a device type of the audio device and automatically integrating the device with

the car stereo based upon the device type (col.4 |n.25—42).
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to automatically detect and integrate the external audio devices of

Miyazaki with the audio control unit as is accomplished in the interfacing of Falcon.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user—friendly system

that does not require resetting control configurations each time a new auxiliary device is

connected to or in communication with the audio control.

With respect to claims 31-33, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 30,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the data comprises “track and time

information”, “MP3 song, title, track, and time information”, “channel number, channel

name, artist, and song information”.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises “track

and time information” (col.8 ln.20-26), “MP3 song, title, track, and time information”

(col.8 ln.20-30), “channel number, channel name, artist, and song information” (col.6

ln.41-47, col.8 ln.18-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in' the data

exchanged by Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the audio control unit

with information pertaining to the operation of the auxiliary devices. This would allow

the audio control to present this information to a user located in the front of the vehicle,
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hence allowing a user to view and control the reproduction of information without

leaving his or her seat.

With respect to claim 52, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 51, however

does not disclose expressly further comprising displaying formatted data on the car

stereo.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays the formatted data to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

‘The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51 -66.

Vifith respect to claim 53, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 52 in view of

Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted data
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comprises; channel numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist

names on the car stereo.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises channel

numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car stereo

(co|.8 ln.20—40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the auxiliary device.

\Mth respect to claim 54, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 52 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step cf displaying formatted data comprises displaying video on

the car stereo (Kunimatsu: col.5 ln.41—44).

Claims 42,45,83-84 and 100-103 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of McConnell et al (US

6,608,399 32).

With respect to claim 42, Miyazaki discloses an apparatus for docking a portable

device (fig.2 #40A) for integration with a car stereo comprising: a storage area (fig.7
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#50, col.2 ln.29-42) remote from a car stereo for storing the portable device; a docking

portion (fig.2 #40) within the storage area for communicating and physically mating with

the portable device; a data port (fig.1 “Ls”) in communication with the docking portion

(fig.2 #40), the data port connectable with a device (fig.2 #42) for integrating the

portable device with the car stereo; and an interface (fig.2 #38) connected to the data

port and to the car stereo, the interface channeling audio from the portable device to the

car stereo, processing control commands generated by the car stereo, and dispatching

the commands to the portable device for execution thereby (col.4 ln.51-67, col.5 ln.1-

31).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the control commands are in a

format incompatible with the after-market device, where the commands are processed

into a format compatible to both the car stereo and the after-market device.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to
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use peripheral devices that are not preeconfigured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Vtfith respect to claim 45, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein

the storage area further comprises a tOp portion (fig.14 #17) and a bottom portion (fig.14

#50) defining a sleeve (fig.14 #41) for holding the portable device.

With respect to claim 83, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); a portable audio device external to the car stereo

(fig.2 #40A); an‘inter'face (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the portable

audio device, the interface including; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device

presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo I

in an operational state (col.4 ln.54-66); means for receiving a control command from the

car stereo, processing the control command, and transmitting the control command

(col.4 In.51-67, co|.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting audio from the

portable audio device to the car stereo.
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Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the control commands are in a

format incompatible with the after—market device, where the commands are processed

into a format compatible to both the car stereo and the after-market device.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col.4 In.7-19 “data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

With respect to claim 84, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, wherein

the portable audio device comprises a portable CD player (fig.2 #44).
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Vlfith respect to claims 100 and 101, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim

83, however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the portable

audio device and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections were well known in the art

to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 32).
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Vlfith respect to claim 47, Miyazaki discloses a method of integrating an after-

market device (fig.2 #40A) with an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-

market car'stereo (fig.1 #32) comprising: connecting the after-market device to an

interface (fig.1 #38); connecting the interface to a car stereo; generating and

transmitting a device presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state responsive to external signals (co|.4 |n.54-57), the device presences

signal based upon the car stereo; channeling audio signals from the after-market device

to the car stereo using the interface (co|.4 In.51-67, col.5 ln.1-4).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the method determines whether

the car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an after-market car stereo.

Falcon discloses a method of interfacing an after-market device (fig.4 #102) with

a car stereo (fig.4 #200), wherein the method includes determining the type of the car

stereo (co|.4 ln.25-42).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the method of Falcon to determine the type of car stereo‘used in

the invention of Miyazaki, whether it be an OEM car stereo or an after-market car

stereo.

The motivation for doing so would have been to supply the auxiliary devices of

Miyazaki with information pertaining to the capabilities of the currently installed control

unit. This would ultimately allow the system to take advantage of any options provided

in an after-market device not consistent with OEM devices, or vice versa.
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Claims 55-57,85 and 92-93 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Grady (US 6,591,085 B1)

and in further View of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32).

V\fith respect to claim 55, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device (fig.2 #40A) external to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device, the interface including; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence

signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state (co|.4 ln.54-63); means (fig.2 #42) for receiving a control command

from the car stereo, processing the control command, and transmitting the control

command to the auxiliary device (co|.4 in.51-67, co|.5 In.1-31); and means (fig.1 “Ls”)

for transmitting audio from the auxiliary device to the car stereo.
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Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

command from the car stereo and the means for receiving data from the after-market

device include the capability of processing data from an incompatible form between

devices into a compatible format that allows each device to function by executing the

compatible formatted command.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a portable

MP3 player.

Grady discloses an MP3 player (fig.8 #56) external to a car stereo (fig.8 #68) that

is in communication with the stereo (co|.5 ln.55-64).
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use an MP3 player such as the one disclosed by Grady as the auxiliary

device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have beento allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from an MP3 into the vehicle environment,

With respect to claim 56, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 55, wherein

the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (co|.1 ln.12-36).

With respect to claim 57, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 55, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after—market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.
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Vlfith respect to claim 85, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the portable audio device is a portable MP3 player.

Grady discloses an MP3 player (fig.8 #56) external to a car stereo (fig.8 #68) that

is in communication with the stereo (co|.5 |n.55-64)4

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use an MP3 player such as the one disclosed by Grady as the auxiliary

device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from an MP3 into the vehicle environment.
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V\fith respect to claims 92 and 93, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 55,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the

auxiliary/after—market device and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections were well known in the art

' to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

Claims 63-65,86 and 94-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs et al (US

6,346,917 B1) and in further View of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32).

With respect to claim 63, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external (fig.2 #40A) to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device, the interface including: means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence

signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state (co|.4 ln.54-63); means (fig.2 #42) for receiving a control command

from the car stereo, processing the control command, and transmitting the control
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command to the auxiliary device (co|.4 |n.51-67, co|.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.1 “Ls”)

for transmitting audio from the auxiliary device to the car stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

command from the car stereo includes the capability of processing data from an

incompatible form between devices into a compatible format that allows each device to

function by executing the compatible formatted command.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (co|.4 ln.7-19 "data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a satellite

radio receiver.

Fuchs discloses a satellite radio receiver (119.4 #30) external to a car stereo that

is in communication with the stereo (co|.1 |n.51-62).
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Fuchs as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a satellite broadcast into the vehicle environment.

With respect to claim 64, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 63, Wherein

. the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (co|.14 ln.12-36).

Vifith respect to claim 65, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace .the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit ‘

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.
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With respect to claim 86, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, however

does not disclose eitpressly wherein the portable device is a portable satellite radio

receiver.

Fuchs discloses a portable satellite radio receiver (fig.4 #30) external to a car

stereo that is in communication with the stereo (co|.1 In.51-62).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Fuchs as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a satellite broadcast into the vehicle environment.
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Vlfith respect to claims 94 and 95, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 63,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the

auxiliary/after—market device and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections were well known in the an

to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

.Claims 72-74,87 and 96-97 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US

6,374,17781) and in further view of McConnell et al (US 6,808,399 32).

VVIth respect to claim 72, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external (fig.2 #40A) to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device, the interface including: means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence

signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state (col.4 ln.54-63); means for receiving a control command from the car

stereo, processing the control command and transmitting the command to the auxiliary
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device (col.4 |n.51-67, col.5 ln.1-31); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting audio from

the auxiliary device to the car stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving a control

command from the car stereo includes the capability of processing data from an

incompatible form between devices into a compatible format that allows each device to

function by executing the compatible formatted command.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form that allows communication

between the devices (col.4 |n.7-19 “data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill-in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a digital

audio broadcast receiver.

Lee discloses a digital audio broadcast receiver (fig.2 #100) external to an audio

control (fig.2 #90) that is in communiCation with the stereo (col.8 In.25-50).
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Lee as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a digital audio broadcast into the vehicle environment

such as a streaming audio file.

Vifith respect to claim 73, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 72, wherein

the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (col.1 ln.12-36).
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VWth respect to claim 74, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 72, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

VWh respect to claim 87, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the portable audio device comprises a portable

digital audio broadcast receiver.

Lee discloses a digital audio broadcast receiver (fig.2 #100) external to an audio

control (fig.2 #90) that is in communication with the stereo (col.8 |n.25-50).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Lee as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.
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The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a digital audio broadcast into the vehicle environment

such as a streaming audio file.

With respect to claims 96 and 97. Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 72,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the

auxiliary/after-market device and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections. were well known in the art

to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

Claims 81 and 98-99 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Kunimatsu et al (US

6,653,948 B1).

With respect to claim 81, Miyazaki discloses a device for information for use with

a car stereo, comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external to the car

stereo (fig.2 #40A); an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the

auxiliary device, the interface including; means (fig,2 #42) for generating a device
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presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo

in an operational state (col.4 ln.54-63); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting

information from the auxiliary device to the car stereo.
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Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a video

device, however does teach a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4

#47) as an auxiliary device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) and a video system (fig.1 #44,50,52) to provide information to a

display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio, and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. It would also have

been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the video system

disclosed. by Kunimatsu in the system of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated -

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51 -66. This would also provide a user with the option to view television

broadcasts.

Page 1064 of 1462



Page 1065 of 1462

Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 49
Art Unit: 2615

With respect to claims 98 and 99, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 81,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the connection between the video device

and the interface comprises a bus or USB connection.

Official Notice is taken that bus and USB connections were well known in the art

to connect devices for the purpose of exchanging data. At the time of the invention it

would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a USB connection

to attach external devices to the audio system of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

Would have been to allow a user to make use of the plug and play capabilities of a USB

connection.

Claims 43 and 46 are rejected- under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) and

in further view of Holland (US 2002/0085730 A1).
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With respect to claim 43, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein

the storage area further comprises a top member (fig.14 #17), bottom member (fig.14

#50). Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the top member and the bottom

member are interconnected at an edge by a hinge.

Holland discloses an apparatus for docking with a portable device further

comprising a hinge (pg.1 [0009]) for connecting a top member (fig.2 #5) and a bottom

member (fig.2 #3) at an edge.

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

_ skill in the art to use the hinge of Holland to connect the top and bottom portions of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a closable lid to the

protective case (Miyazaki: fig.14 #50). This would provide a case that does not have to

slide in and out of a vehicle compartment but rather opens on the hinge, hence allowing

for after market installation due to a lack in the need for a manufactured vehicle

compartment.

Vlfith respect to claim 46, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 43 in view of

Holland, further comprising a clasp (Holland: fig,4 #9) for retaining the top and bottom

members in a closed position (Holland: pg.2 [0024][0025]).
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Claims 44 and 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Falcon (US 6,993,615

82) and in further view of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 82).

With respect to claim 44, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the data port comprises an RS-232 or Universal

Serial Bus.(USB) port.

Falcon discloses a car stereo (fig.4 #200) with USB ports (fig.4 #216) for the

connection of peripheral devices (co|.8 |n.6—7).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the USB ports of Falcon as the data ports of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the system of Miyazaki

with a plug and play option that is consistent with USB connections.
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With respect to claim 48, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 47, further

comprising receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface (col.4 ln.51—

67, co|.5 |n.1-4).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the control commands are in a

format incompatible with the after—market device, where the commands are processed

into a format compatible to both the car stereo and the after-market device.

. McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col.4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of .

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to

use peripheral devices that are not pre-configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

With respect to claim 49, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 48, further

comprising converting the control commands into a format recognizable by the after-

market audio device. It is implied, that in order for the car stereo and after-market
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devices of Miyazaki to interact with each other properly, the control commands must be -

converted into formats recognizable by each device.

VWth respect to claim 50, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 49, further

comprising dispatching formatted commands to the after—market audio device for

execution thereby (col.4 ln.63-67 col.5 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 51, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 47, however

does not disclose expressly converting data received at the interface from the after-

market audio device in a format incompatible with the car stereo into a format

compatible with the car stereo.

McConnell discloses means (fig.1) for receiving incompatible data from vehicle

devices, that formats the data into a compatible form in order to allow communication

between the devices (col,4 ln.7-19 “data protocol translation”).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the means of McConnell to format the data being transmitted

between the audio control and peripheral devices along the multiplex signal line of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the invention of

Miyazaki to incorporate peripheral devices in the vehicles electrical system that do not .

contain a multiplex control unit as depicted in figure 2 #42. This would allow a user to
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use peripheral devices that are not pre—configured to be used with the system of

Miyazaki.

Claims 59 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) in

view of Grady (US 6,591,085 B1) and in further view of Kunimatsu et al (US

6,653,948 B1 ).

VVIth respect to claim 59, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 55 as modified

by McConnell and Grady, wherein the interface further includes means for receiving

data from the MP3 player in a format incompatible with the car stereo, processing the

data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting the formatted

data to the car stereo.
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Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for receiving data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction; a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 In.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. This would

ultimately give the. system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as an MP3 player.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51 —66.
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With respect to claim 62, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 59, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or'presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

Claims 60-61 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) in view

of Grady (US 6,591,085 B1) in view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1) and in

further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).

With respect to claims 60-61, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 59 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information.
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Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

» and time information and song title and artist information (col.8 In.20—40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the MP3 player.

Claims 67 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs et al (US 6,346,917 B1) in view

of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) and in further view of Kunimatsu et al (US

6,653,948 B1).

With respect to claim 67, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 63 as modified

by McConnell and Fuchs, wherein the interface further includes means for receiving

data from the satellite radio receiver in a format incompatible with the car stereo,

processing the data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting

the formatted data to the car stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station
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selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 In.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28,) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide infdrmation to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu, This would

ultimately give the system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as a satellite radio receiver.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings ofthe auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo, Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51—66.

V\fith respect to claim 71, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57—60. Without control
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buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

Claims 68-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs et al (US 6,346,917 B1) in view

of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 32) in view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1)

and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).

Vifith respect to claims 68-70, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 67 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not disclose eXpressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information, channel

number and a channel name.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4_#102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

and time information and song title and artist information, channel number and a

channel name (col.8 ln.20-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the satellite radio receiver.
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Claims 76 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US 6,374,177 B1) in view of

McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 82) and in further view of Kunimatsu et al (US

6,653,948 B1 ).

\Mth respect to claim 76, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 72 as modified

by McConnell and Lee, wherein the interface further includes means for receiving data

from the digital audio broadcast receiver in a format incompatible with the car stereo,

processing the data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting

the formatted data to the car stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including "a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 ln.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. This would
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ultimately give the system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as a digital audio broadcast receiver.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51 -66_

With respect to claim 80, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

4 Claims 77-79 are rejected under 35 use 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US 6,374,177 B1) in view of

Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1) in View of McConnell et al (US 6,608,399 82)

and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).
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With respect to claims 77-79, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 76 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not discloseexpressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information. channel

number and a channel name.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

and time information and song title and artist information, channel number and a

channel name (col.8 |n.20-40)_.

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the digital audio broadcast receiver.

Response to Arguments

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13, 15-38, 40—46, 48-57, 59-65,

67-74, 76-80 and 82-104'have been considered but are moot in view of the new

ground(s) of rejection.

With respect to claims 47 and 81, the Applicant argues that the Miyazaki

reference does not teach wherein the system “generates a device presence signal to

the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive to external

signals”. The Examiner disagrees with this assertion. Miyazaki teaches in column 4
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lines 54-67, that when switch unit #43 is operated, a multiplex signal (“device presence

signal") containing instruction data is sent to the audio control unit (“car stereo").

Miyazaki continues to teach that this multiplex signal may contain instructions pertaining

to an on/off changeover instruction, hence informing the audio control of the present

operational state of the detachable unit #40A. It is implied that the audio control unit

stays in a responsive state to the multiplex signal, so when an instruction from the

multiplex control unit transmits data containing an “on" instruction the audio control unit

may respond, or else the audio control unit would never recognize the presence of the

detachable unit.

Conclusion

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in

this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37

CFR 1.136(a). I

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Jason R. Kurr whose telephone number is (571) 272-

0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00am to 6:30pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by. telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 273-7848. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair—direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272—1000.

J K VIVIAN CHIN
3k SUPEIIVI‘SIJY PAL-AT EXAMINER

‘ “HNOLOGY CENI‘ER 250!)
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Ira M. Marlowe

10/316,961 
12/11/2002

Title: AUDIO DEVICE INTEGRATION SYSTEM

Examiner: Kurr, Jason R.

Art Unit: 2615

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box'1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

RESPONSE

Sir:

This is a response to the outstanding Office Action dated November 14, 2006, on the

above-identified application. The time period for response extends to and includes February 14,

2007.

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this response.

Remarks begin on page 26 of this response.

02/16/2007 HUBLDBEl 00000050 503571 10316961

01 FC:2201 100.00 Di-l
02 FC:2202 300. 00 DA

1
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

an alter-market audio device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the after-market audio device for

eaeehan-gi-ng—data—and channeling audio signals between t_o the car stereo and from the after—

market audio devieeg device, the interface including:
 

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format

incompatible with the after-market audio device, processing and—dispatehing—eemmands

-- . the control 

command into a formatted command compatible with the after—market audio device;

device, and transmitting the formatted command to the alter-market audio device for

execution thereby;

means for receiving data from the after-market audio device in a format

incompatible with the car stereo, processing and—displajéng—d-ata—frem—the—afier—market

WWW

compatible with the car stereeeand stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car

stereo for display thereby; and

MEI 6l69476v.l
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means for switching to one or more auxiliary input sources connected to the

interface.

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the after-market audio device

comprises a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver, or

satellite receiver.

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the interface further comprises a

plug-and—play mode for automatically detecting a device type of the after-market audio device

and integrating the after-market audio device based upon the device type.

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1," wherein the interface generates a CD player presence

signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state responsive to processed data and audio signals.

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

ME] 6|69476v.l
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8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises channel number and

channel name information.

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises video information.

11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the formatted data is displayed as a

menu on the a display of the car stereo.

12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the display of the car stereo

comprises a graphic panel.

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

14. (Cancelled)

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein audio signals from the one or

more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to the car stereo by the interface.

MEI 6l69476v.l
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16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the one

or more auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on the car stereo.

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a disc number at the car stereo.

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a track number at the car stereo.

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo.

20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the

audio device and the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the sequence comprises a track up selection

followed by a track down selection.

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a second interface connected to the

first interface for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein both the first interface and the second

interface are controllable using the car stereo.

MEI 6l69476v.l
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24. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a plurality of auxiliary input sources;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the plurality of auxiliary input seareesg

sources for channeling audio from at least one of the plurality of auxilim input sources, the

interface including:

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format

incompatible with the at least one of the plurality of auxiliafl input sources, processing

 
into a formatted control command compatible with the audre—deviefi at least one of the

plurality of auxiliagy input sources, and transmitting the formatted control command to

the at least one of the plurality of auxiliag input sources for execution thereby;

means for receiving data from the at least one of the plurality of auxiliag input

sources in a format incompatible with the car stereo, processing and—displayéHg—data—frem

the—audieydeviee—en—a—display—eilthe—ear—steree—maa-femat the data into formatted data

compatible with the car steam—and stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car

stereo for display thereby; and

ME] 6169476v.l
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means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car

stereo.

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the means for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources comprises a disc or track selection entered by a user using control buttons

of the car stereo.

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the audio device at least one of

the plurality of auxilifl input sources comprises a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, satellite

receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.

27. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein a device type of the audie—devéee

at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources is automatically detected by the interface

and the audio—device at least one of the plurality of auxiliag input sources is automatically

integrated with the car stereo based upon the device type.

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary

input mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo.

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the control sequence comprises a track up

command followed by a track down command.

MEI 6l69476v.l
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30. (Currently Amended) A method for integrating an afier—market device with a car stereo

comprising:

connecting an interface to the car stereo, the after-market device to the interface, and an

auxiliary input source to the interface;

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the inteefaeeg interface in a format

incompatible with the afier-market device;

processing the control commands into a—femaat formatted control commands compatible

with the after—market device and dispatching proeessed the formatted control commands to the

after-market device;

receiving data in a format incompatible with the car stereo and audio from the after-

market device at the interface;

processing the data into a—seeend—femaat formatted data compatible with the car stereo

and dispatching the audio and preeessed formatted data to the car stereo;

displaying the preeessed formatted data on the car stereo and playing the audio through

the car stereo; and

playing audio from the auxiliary input source through the car stereo.

MEl 6l69476v.l
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31. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving CD track and time information from the device.

32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving MP3 song, title, track, and time information from the device.

33. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving channel number, channel name, artist, and song information from the

device.

34. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving video information from the device.

35. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the processed

formatted data comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel.

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the preeessed

formatted data comprises displaying the data in a graphical user interface at the car stereo.

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying processed

formatted data comprises displaying video at the car stereo.

MEI 6l69476v.|
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38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of connecting the alter-

market device to the interface comprises connecting a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player,

satellite receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver to the interface.

39. (Cancelled)

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising receiving a selection

command from the car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to

the interface in response to the selection command.

41. (Original) The method of claim 40, further comprising processing the data from the

auxiliary input source for display on the car stereo.

42. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for docking a portable device for integration with a car

stereo comprising:

a storage area remote from a car stereo for storing the portable device;

a docking portion within the storage area for eleetpieal-l—y communicating and physically

mating with the portable device; and

a data port dispesed in eleetfieal communication with the docking portion, the data port

connectable with a device for integrating the portable device with the car stereo: stereo; and

10

MEI 6l69476v.l

Page 1097 of 1462



Page 1098 of 1462

an interface connected to the data port and to the car stereo, the interface channeling

audio from the portable device to the car stereo, processing control commands generated by the

car stereo in a format incompatible with the portable device into formatted control commands

compatible with the portable device, and dispatching the formatted control commands to the

portable device for execution thereby.

43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further

comprises a top member, a bottom member, and a hinge interconnecting the top member and the

bottom member at an edge thereof.

44. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the data port comprises an RS-

232 or Universal Serial Bus ([JSB) port.

45. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further comprises

a top portion and a bottom portion defining a sleeve for holding the portable audie device.

46. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 43, further comprising a clasp for retaining

the top and bottom members in a closed position.

11

ME] 6|69476v.l

Page 1098 of 1462



Page 1099 of 1462

47. (Currently Amended) A method of integrating an alter-market device with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or afler-market car stereo comprising:

connecting the after-market device to an interface;

connecting the interface to a car stereo;

determining whether the car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an after-market car stereo;

if—the—ear—steree—is—an—afier—market—eaP—steree; generating and transmitting a device
 

presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive to

external signalsand siggals, the device presence signal based upon the car stereo;

seleetivel—y channeling data—and audio signals from the after-market device to the car

stereo using the interfaee: interface.

48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 47, further comprising receiving control

commands from the car stereo at the interface: interface in a format incompatible with the after-
 

market device.

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, further comprising converting the control commands

into a format recognizable by the after-market audio device.
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50. (Original) The method of claim 49, further comprising dispatching formatted commands to

the after-market audio device for execution thereby.

51. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 47, further comprising converting data received

at the interface from the afier-market audio device in a format incompatible with the car stereo

into a format compatible with the car stereo.

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising displaying formatted data on the car

stereo.

53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying channel numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car

stereo.

54. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying video on the car stereo.
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I 55. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable MP3 player external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable MP3 player: player, the

interface including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format
 

incompatible with the MP3 player, processing the control command into a formatted

control command compatible with the MP3 player, and transmitting the formatted control

command to the MP3 player for execution thereby; and

means for transmitting audio from the portable MP3 player to the car stereo.

56. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.
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57. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

5 8. (Cancelled)

59. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58; 55 wherein the interface further
 

eemprising includes means for receiving data from the MP3 player in a format incompatible with

the car stereo, processing : ' 

ear—steree—in—a—fbrmat the data into formatted data compatible with the car steree: stereo, and

transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo for display thereby.

60. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

61. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

62. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.
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63. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

an satellite radio receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite radio reeeivefi receiver, the

interface including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format

incompatible with the satellite radio receiver, processing the control command into a

formatted control command compatible with the satellite radio receiver, and transmitting
 

the formatted control command to the satellite radio receiver for execution thereby; and

means for transmitting audio from the satellite radio receiver to the car stereo.

64. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.
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65. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

66. (Cancelled)

67. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 66; 63 wherein the interface further
 

eemprising includes means for receiving data from the satellite radio receiver in a format .

incompatible with the car stereoI processing and-displaying—data—frem—thesatellite—radie—reeeiver

en—a—éisplay—eéthe—eanteree—i-n—a—femat the data into formatted data compatible with the car

steree: stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo for display thereby.

68. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

69. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

70. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the date m comprises a channel

number and a channel name.

71. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.
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72. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a digital audio broadcast receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the digital audio broadcast reeei—verg

receiver, the interface including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format

incompatible with the digital audio broadcast receiver, processing the control command

into a formatted control command compatible with the digital audio broadcast receiver,

and transmitting the formatted control command to the digital audio broadcast receiver

for execution thereby; and

means for transmitting audio from the digital audio broadcast receiver to the car

stereo.

73. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.
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74. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an afier-market

car stereo.

75. (Cancelled)

76. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 76; 72 wherein the interface further
 

eemprising includes means for receiving data from the digital audio broadcast receiver in a

format incompatible with the car stereo, processing and—displaying—data—fiem—the—digital—aud-ie

breadeaet—reeeweeerha—drsplay—ef—the-eaikstereean—a-femat the incompatible data into formatted

data compatible with the car stereo: stereo: and transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo

for display thereby.

77. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

78. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

79. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises a channel

number and a channel name.

80. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.
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81. (Currently Amended) A device for integrating video information for use with a car stereo,

comprising:

a car stereo;

a video device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the video deviee: device, the interface

including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting video information from the video device to the car stereo.

82. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 81, further comprising means for converting

the video information into a format compatible with the car stereo.
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83. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable audio device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable audio devie—e; device, the

interface including:

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format

incompatible with the portable audio deviceI processing the control command into a

formatted control command compatible with the portable audio device, and transmitting

the formatted control command to the portable audio device for execution thereby; and

means for transmitting audio from the portable audio device to the car stereo.

84. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable CD player.
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85. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable MP3 player.

86. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable satellite receiver.

87. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio

device comprises a portable Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.

88. (New) The apparatus of Claim 1, further comprising a bus connection established

between the after-market audio device and the interface.

89. (New) The apparatus of Claim 88, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

90. (New) The apparatus of Claim 24, further comprising a bus connection established

between the at least one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources and the interface.

91. (New) The apparatus of Claim 90, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

92. (New) The apparatus of Claim 55, further comprising a bus connection established

between the MP3 player and the interface.
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93. (New) The apparatus of Claim 92, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

94. (New) The apparatus of Claim 63, further comprising a bus connection established

between the satellite radio receiver and the interface.

95. (New) The apparatus of Claim 94, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

96. (New) The apparatus of Claim 72, further comprising a bus connection established

between the digital audio broadcast receiver and the interface.

97. (New) The apparatus of Claim 96, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

98. (New) The apparatus of Claim 81, further comprising a bus connection established

between the video device and the interface.

99. (New) The apparatus of Claim 98, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

100. (New) The apparatus of Claim 83, further comprising a bus connection established

between the portable audio device and the interface.
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101. (New) The apparatus of Claim 100, wherein the bus connection comprises a Universal

Serial Bus (USB) connection.

102. (New) The apparatus of Claim 81, wherein the interface further comprises means for

receiving a control signal from the car stereo in a format incompatible with the video device,

processing the control signal into a formatted control signal compatible with the video device,

and transmitting the formatted control signal to the video device for execution thereby.

103. (New) The apparatus of Claim 102, wherein the interface further comprises means for

receiving data from the video device incompatible with the car stereo, processing the data into

formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car

stereo for display thereon.

104. (New) An audio device integration system, comprising:

a car stereo;

a line-level audio source external to the car stereo; and

an interface connected between the car stereo and the line level audio source, the

interface including:
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means for generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car

stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the line-level audio source to the car

stereo.
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REMARKS

Applicant submits this response to the outstanding Office Action on the above-identified

application. Applicant has amended the application, as set forth herein, and respectfully submits

that the application, as amended, is in condition for allowance.

Applicant has amended Claims 1, 4-5, 11, 24, 26-27, 30, 35-37, 42, 44-45, 47-48, 51, 55,

59, 63, 67, 70-72, 76, 81, and 83 to further define Applicant’s claimed invention, cancelled

Claims 58, 66, and 75, and added new Claims 88-104.

Applicant’s claimed invention relates generally to an audio device integration system for

integrating one or more after-market audio devices external to a car stereo (and, normally, not

compatible with the car stereo), such as an MP3 player, a satellite radio receiver, digital audio

broadcast (DAB) receiver, or one or more auxiliary input sources, for use with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-market car stereo system. The invention allows an

external device which is ordinarily incompatible with an OEM or after-market car stereo system

to be integrated therewith, such that the OEM or after-market car stereo system can be used to

control the external device, and audio and/or video from the external device can be channeled to

the car stereo. Integration is achieved by the interface of the present invention by receiving an

incompatible control command from the car stereo, processing the incompatible control

command into a formatted control command compatible with the external device, and

transmitting the formatted control command to the external device for execution thereby.

Additionally, incompatible data from the external device, such as track number, time, song name,

artist name, video information, and other data, is received by the interface of the present
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invention, processed into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and transmitted to the

car stereo for display thereby. As a result, external devices which are ordinarily alien to and

inoperable with an existing car stereo system can be integrated for use with such systems, while

remote command and control capabilities (e. g., using the controls of the car stereo system) are

provided.

Applicant submits that the pending claims, as amended herein, are patentable over the

references cited in the Office Action, taken alone or in combination. Specifically, Applicant

submits that the pending claims are patentable over US. Patent No. 6,163,079 to Miyazaki, et

a_1., US. Patent No. 6,653,948 to Kunimatsu et al., US. Patent No. 6,993,615 to Falcon, U.S.
  

Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0085730 to Holland, US. Patent No. 6,591,085 to

Grady, US. Patent No. 6,346,917 to Fuchs et al., and US. Patent No. 6,374,177 to Lee, et al.,
 

taken alone or in any combination.

MiyaZaki, et a1. discloses a user-operable system for a vehicle which includes a central

control unit and one or more detachable units which can be connected to one or more connectors

positioned at various locations in the vehicle. In the first embodiment, the central control unit

comprises an audio control unit, and the detachable unit includes a disk changer, a switch unit,

and a multiplex control unit. In the second embodiment, the central control unit comprises a car

navigation control unit, and the detachable unit includes a disk changer, a switch unit, and a

liquid crystal screen and an associated switch and speaker, wherein the disk changer uploads

map data to the car navigation control unit. In the third embodiment, the central control unit
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includes an air conditioner control unit and the detachable unit includes a switch unit for

controlling an air conditioner.

Kunimatsu et al. discloses a vehicle-mounted display system for allowing operation of a
 

plurality of screens with many functions. The invention allows a user to select a screen from a

plurality of screens, and the screen is displayed across the entire surface of the display panel,

along with an operation menu which is superimposed over the selected screen.

m discloses a portable computing device which is operable with an appliance, such

as a car stereo. The car stereo includes a docking portion which receives the portable computing

device. The portable computing device functions as a display for the car stereo, and allows a

user to control the car stereo. The portable computing device includes a configuration module

which identifies the type of appliance to which the portable computing device is connected. The

appliance includes a type module which sends a data packet to the portable computing device.

The data packet is utilized by the configuration module to determine the type of the appliance.

The portable computing device generates a screen which is customized to the type of the

appliance.

Holland discloses a briefcase with an integrated loudspeaker system. The briefcase can
 

store an electronic device. The loudspeaker system includes an amplifier which can be

connected to the electronic device.
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Grady discloses an FM transmitter and power supply / charging station for an MP3

player. The FM transmitter transmits audio from the MP3 player to a nearby FM receiver. A

docking cavity is provided in the station for receiving the MP3 player.

Fuchs, et a1. discloses a method for installing an antenna system external to a vehicle.

Lee, et a1. discloses a method and apparatus for providing navigational services in a

wireless communication device. The apparatus includes an Internet radio which can be installed

in a vehicle. The radio includes an interactive display panel and a communications device, such

as a multi-band receiver, a GPS receiver, an infi’ared (IrDA) receiver, or a gateway receiver, for

allowing the radio to obtain data from an external network. Navigational services can be

provided to the user, and navigational updates can be obtained using the communications device.

Geographic advertising and other content can be provided to the user.

As mentioned above, an important feature of the present invention is the ability to

integrate an external audio or video device, which is normally incompatible with an existing

OEM or afier-market car stereo, for use with the car stereo. Applicant submits that none of the

cited references, taken alone or in any combination, teach or suggest an interface connected

between a car stereo and external device (such as an after-market audio device, one or more

auxiliary input sources, a portable MP3 player, a satellite receiver, a digital audio broadcast

receiver, a video device, or a portable audio device), wherein the interface includes means for

receiving a control command from the car stereo in a format incompatible with the external

device, processing the control command into a formatted command compatible with the
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external device, and transmitting the formatted command to the external device for execution

thereby, as set forth in amended independent Claims 1, 24, 55, 63, 72, and 83.

Miyazaki, the primary reference, is entirely unconcerned with an interface connectable

between a car stereo and an extemal audio or video device (such as a portable audio or vide

device) which receives control commands from the car stereo incompatible with the external

audio or video device, processes same into formatted commands compatible with the external

audio or video device, and transmits same to the external device for prosecution thereby. Rather,

Miyazaki only discloses customized, detachable units which are connectable at one or more

locations in a vehicle and which are remotely controllable. The system of Miyazaki is entirely

unconcerned with allowing an external audio or video device, which is normally incompatible

with a car stereo, to operate with a car stereo.

Moreover, col. 4, lines 51-67 and col. 5, lines 1-4 of Miyazaki, which were cited in the

Office Action with regard to processing and dispatching compatible commands to the external

audio or video device, fail whatsoever to disclose the features of the amended claims of receiving

an incompatible control command from a car stereo, processing same into a formatted control

command compatible with the external audio or video device, and transmitting same to the

external device for execution thereby. Rather, the quoted excerpt only discloses that the audio

switch unit of Miyazaki can send a multiplexed signal to one or more detachable units for

remotely controlling such units. However, these signals are custom-generated by a dedicated

audio control unit. No disclosure is provided relating to the processing of incompatible control

commands from a car stereo into compatible, formatted control commands that can be executed
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by the external device. Indeed, Miyazaki is wholly unconcerned with integrating normally

incompatible audio and video devices for use with a car stereo system.

None of the remaining references cited in the Office Action, taken alone or in

combination, cure the foregoing deficiencies of Miyazaki. Kunimatsu et a1. is entirely unrelated
 

to an interface which processes incompatible control commands issued at a car stereo into

formatted control commands which are compatible with and are executable by an external audio

or video device. Rather, Kunimatsu et a1. merely discloses a vehicle display system having a
 

plurality of display screens and an associated operation menu. Falcon discloses a portable
 

computing device which is operable with an appliance, such as a car stereo. However, the

appliance is customized for operation with the portable computing device. No disclosure is

provided relating to processing incompatible control commands issued from a car stereo into

formatted control commands that are compatible with an external audio or video device.

Holland fails whatsoever to disclose an interface connected between a car stereo and an external

audio or video device which processes incompatible control commands into formatted control

commands compatible with the external device. Grady, Fuchs et al., and Lee, et al., are
 

similarly deficient, as neither reference discloses an interface connected between a car stereo and

an external audio or video device for processing incompatible control commands into formatted

control commands compatible with the external device.

Accordingly, Applicant submits that amended independent Claims 1, 24, 55, 63, 72 and

83 are patentable over the cited references, taken alone or in any combination. Claims 2-13, 15-

23, 25-29, 56-57, 59-62, 64-65, 67-71, 73-74, 76-80, and 84-101, which depend from amended
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~independent Claims 1, 24, 55, 63, 72, and 83 and contain all of the limitations thereof, are

likewise patentable.

For similar reasons, Applicant submits that amended independent Claim 30 is patentable

over the cited references, taken alone or in any combination. Claim 30, as amended, recites a

method for integrating an after-market device for use with a car stereo, including the steps of:

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface in a format incompatible with

the after-market device, processing the control commands into formatted control

commands compatible with the after-market device, and dispatching the formatted control

commands to the after-market interface. Claim 30 also recites the steps of receiving data

incompatible with the car stereo and audio from the after-market device at the interface,

processing the data into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, and dispatching the

audio and formatted data to the car stereo. As discussed above, none of the cited references,

taken alone or in any combination, teach or suggest processing incompatible control commands

from a car stereo into formatted control commands which are compatible with an after-market

audio or video device for execution thereby. Moreover, none of the cited references, taken alone

or in any combination, teach or suggest processing incompatible data from an after—market

device (such as track number, song title, artist name, etc.) into formatted data compatible with

the car stereo, and transmitting the formatted data to the car stereo for execution thereby.

Accordingly, Applicant submits that independent Claim 30 and Claims 31-38 and 40-41, which

depend from Claim 30 and contain all of the limitations thereof, are patentable over the cited

references, taken alone or in any combination.
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Applicant also submits that independent Claim 42, as amended herein, is patentable over

the cited references, taken alone or in any combination. Claim 42, as amended, recites an

apparatus for docking a portable device for integration with a car stereo, which includes a storage

area remote from a car stereo for storing a portable device, a docking portion within the storage

area ..., a data port in electrical communication with the docking portion..., and an interface

connected to the data port and to the car stereo, wherein the interface processes control

commands generated by the car stereo in a format incompatible with the portable device

into formatted control commands compatible with the portable device, and dispatches the

formatted control commands to the portable device for execution thereby. As discussed

above, none of the cited references, taken alone or in any combination, teach or suggests an

interface which includes the ability to process incompatible control commands from a car stereo

into compatible control commands which can be executed by a portable device, As such,

Applicant submits that independent Claim 42 and Claims 43-46, which depend from amended

independent Claim 42 and contain all of the limitations thereof, are patentable over the cited ‘

references, taken alone or in any combination.

Applicant submits that independent Claim 47, as amended herein, is patentable over the

cited references, taken alone or in any combination, Claim 47, as amended, recites a method for

integrating an after-market device with an OEM or after-market car stereo, which includes the

steps of determining whether a car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an after—market car stereo, and

generating a device presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational

state responsive to external signals, the device presence signal based on the car stereo. . .. The

Office Action cites co]. 4, lines 25-42 of Falcon as disclosing the claimed feature of determining
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whether a car stereo is an OEM or an after-market car stereo. However, this excerpt only

discloses that the configuration module 144 of the portable computing device of Mgr; can

identify a type of appliance to which the device is attached. It fails to disclose that the portable

computing device can discriminate between an OEM or an afier-market car stereo. Moreover,

neither 13am nor any of the other cited references, taken alone or in any combination, teach or

suggest generating a device presence signal which is based on the car stereo. As such, Applicant

submits that independent Claim 47 and Claims 48-54, which depend from Claim 47 and contain

all of the limitations thereof, are patentable over the cited references, taken alone or in any

combination.

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of independent Claim 81 as being obvious

over Miyazaki over Kunimatsu et a1. First, neither Miyazaki nor Kunimatsu et a1., taken alone
  

or in combination, teach or suggest an interface connected between a car stereo and an external

video device. Miyazaki, discussed earlier, merely discloses a car navigational unit and an

external disk changer. No disclosure is provided of an interface connected between a car stereo

and an external video device. Kunimatsu et a1. fails to cure the deficiencies of Miyazaki.
 

Kunimatsu et a1. merely disclose a display system in a car which includes multiple display
 

screens and an operation menu. No disclosure of an interface connected between a car stereo

and a video device is provided. Moreover, neither reference discloses means for generating and

transmitting a device presence signal for maintaining a car stereo in an operational state. As

such, Applicant submits that independent Claim 81 and Claims 82 and 102-103, which depend

from Claim 81 and contain all of the limitations thereof, are patentable. Applicant notes that new

dependent Claims 102 and 103 further define the interface of Claim 81, and recite features

34

MEI 6169476v.l

Page 1121 of 1462



Page 1122 of 1462

a! D

directed to processing incompatible control commands issued at the car stereo into formatted

commands compatible with the video device, as well as processing incompatible data from the

video device into formatted data compatible with the car stereo, for display thereon.

Accordingly, these claims are also patentable for the reasons stated above.

Applicant notes that new dependent Claims 88-101 recite bus connections established

between the interface of the present invention and an external device, including Universal Serial

Bus (USB). New independent Claim 104 is directed to an audio device integration system

including a car stereo, a line-level audio device external to the car stereo, and in interface

connected between the car stereo and the line-level audio device, wherein the interface includes

means for transmitting audio from the line-level audio source to the car stereo and means for

generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in

in an operational state. Applicant submits that none of the cited references, taken alone or in any

combination, teach or suggest such features.

Applicant also notes that none of the references cited in the most recent Office Action in

Applicant’s co-pending application Serial No. 10/732,909, taken alone or in any combination,

teach or suggest Applicant’s claimed invention as amended herein. None of the cited references

in the co-pending application teach or suggest an interface which receives incompatible control

commands from a car stereo system, processes same into a formatted command compatible with

an external audio or video device, and transmits same to the external device for execution

thereby, as set forth in Claims 1-13, 15-23, 24-29, 55-57, 59-62, 63-65, 67-71, 72-74, 76-80, and

83-101. Additionally, none of the cited references in the co-pending application, taken alone or
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in any combination, teach or suggest the features of Claims 30-38 and 40-41; 42-46 and 47-54;

81-82; and 102-104, as summarized above.

All issues raised in the Office Action are believed to have been addressed. Claims 1, 4-5,

11, 24, 26-27, 30, 35-37, 42, 44-45, 47—48, 51, 55, 59, 63, 67, 70—72, 76, 81, and 83 were

amended, Claims 58, 66, and 75 were cancelled, and Claims 88-104 were added. No new matter

is believed to have been added. Claims 1-13, 15-38, 40-57, 59-65, 67-74, and 76-104 are

pending and are in condition for allowance. Reexamination is requested and favorable action

solicited.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: Michael R. Friscia

Reg. No. 33,884

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102—4056
Tel.: 973-639-8493

Fax.: 973-297-6627
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[N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Customer No. 27614 ,

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Our file: 99879-00005 Examiner: Kurr, J.

Applicant: Ira Marlowe Art Unit: 2615
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002
Title: Audio Device Integration System 
Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Response to Office Action
Amendment Transmittal Letter [Small Entity)
Transmittal of Information Disclosure Statement
Form PTO/SB/OSA 1 Pa e
Form PTO/SBOBB 1 Pa e
Co ies of Three 3 Non- atent References Cited in Form PTO/SBOSB
Transmittal Sheet

Postcard Receipt

 

 
 
 9°."9‘MPS'JNT‘
 

CONDITIONAL PETITION

Ifany extension of time is required for the submission of the above-identified items, Applicant requests that this
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge any additional charges or any other charges relating to this matter, or
credit any overpayment, to the Deposit Account of the writer, Account No. 503571. A duplicate copy of this letter is
enclosed.

  
Registration 0. 33,884
McCarter & English, LLP
Four Gateway Center
100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102
Tel: (973) 639-6987

Fax: (973) 297-6624

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class
Mail, postage prepaid, to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P .O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
on &—1 -‘

Josephine Lobello

M51 52] 7346v.l

Page 1124 of 1462



Page 1125 of 1462

AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER (Small Entity) Docket No.

Applicant(s): Ira Marlowe 99879-00005

Application No. Filing Date Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

10/316,961 12/11/2002 Kurr, Jason Richard

~ dio Device Integration System

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS:

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application.

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below.
 

CLAIMS AS AMENDED

HIGHEST # NUMBER EXTRA

PREV. PAID FOR CLAIMS PRESENT 

No additional fee is required for amendment.

Please charge Deposit Account No. 503571 in the amount of $400.00

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 503571

Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR. 1.16.

Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17.
CI Payment by credit card. Form PTO—2038 is attached.

WARNING: Inform, tion on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be

included (my rm. Provide credit card information and authorization n PTO-2038. 

Michael R. Friscia I certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the
Reg. No. 33,884 United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class
McCarter & En I'sh L mail in an envelope addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, P.O.

15' ’ LP Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on
Four Gateway Center 2 I I :_ 2 Z
100 Mulberry Street , '
Newark, NJ 07102—4056
Tel.: 973-639-8493

Adaa/c 4- A...

’T Eiénature ofPerson Mailing Correspondence

Josephine Lobello
Typed or Printed Name ofPerson Mailing Correspondence

P11SMALUREV10
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Docket No.

99879-00005

Application N0. Filing Date Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

In Re Application Of: Ira Marlowe

10/316,961 12/11/2002 Kurr, Jason Richard

Address to:

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

37 CFR1.97(b)

1. C] The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international

application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114.

37 CFR 1.97(c)

The information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37

CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a

Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113. a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. or an Action that
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of:

CI the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e);

OR

the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). 
02/ 6/2007 HUOLDGEI 00000050 503571 10316961

03 0:1806 180.00 DR
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In Re Application of: Ira Marlowe

Application No. Filing Date

10/316,961 12/11/2002

Examiner

Docket No.

99879-00005

Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

Kurr, Jason Richard

Payment of Fee
(Only complete if Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p))

El A check in the amount of is attached.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 503571
as described below.

Charge the amount of
El Credit any overpayment.

Charge any additional fee required.

[I Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile*

I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (Fa

Signature

Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to
"Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on

o? 42 ~02 .
(Date)

Josephine LoBello

Signature ofPerson Mailing Correspondence

 

Typed or Printed Name afPerxan Signing Certificate 

*This certifi ate may nly be used if paying by
deposit acco nt.

Michael R. Friscia

Registration No. 33,884
McCarter & English, LLP
Four Gateway Center
100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-8493
Fax: (973) 297-6627

CC:
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Application No. Applicant(s)

10/316,961 MARLOWE, IRA

Office Action Summary Examiner A" Unit

2615 -
-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply '

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR-REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) In no event however may a reply be timerIfiled
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If No period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will. by statute. cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

OE Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 September 2006.

a)EI This action is FINAL. , 2mg This action is non-final.

3)[:| Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.6. 213.

Disposition of Claims

ME Claim(s) 1-13 15-38 and 40-86 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above Claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

5)|:I Claim(s) __ is/are allowed.

6)XI Claim(s) 1-13 15-38 and 40-86 is/are rejected.

7)I:| Claim(s)_' is/are objected to.

8)L__I Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)l:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10)l:] The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are: a)EI accepted or b)l:| objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11)|:] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)I:I Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

a)l:l All b)[:I Some " c)I:] None of:

1.I:] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.|:I Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No._
3E] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) IE Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) E] Interview Summary (PT0413)
2) I: Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper Nois)lMail Date. __
3) IX] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/OB) 5) I:I Notice 0* Informa' Patent Applicamn

Paper No(s)/Mai| Date 9/12/05. 6) C] Other:

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mai| Date 20061102
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 2

Art Unit: 2615

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United
States.

Claims 42, 45, 83 and 84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being

anticipated by Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079).

With respect to claim 42, Miyazaki discloses an apparatus for docking a portable

device (fig.2 #40A) for integration with a car stereo comprising: a storage area (fig?

#50, col.2 In.29—42) remote from a car stereo for storing the portable device; a docking

portion (fig.2 #40) within the storage area for electrically communicating and physically

mating with the portable device; and a data port in electrical communication with the

docking portion (fig.1 #38, “Ls”), the data port connectable with a device (fig.2 #42) for

integrating the portable device with the car stereo.

With respect to claim 45, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein

the storage area further comprises a top portion (fig.14 #17) and a bottom portion (fig.14

#50) defining a sleeve (fig.14 #41) for holding the portable audio device.
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 3

Art Unit: 2615

With respect to claim 83, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); a portable audio device external to the car stereo

(fig.2 #40A); an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the portable

audio device; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence signal and

transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state

(col.4 ln.54-66); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting audio from the portable audio

device to the car stereo.

With respect to claim 84, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, wherein

the portable audio device comprises a portable CD player (fig.2 #44).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a),which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-4,6,10-13,15-26,28-30,34-38,40-41,81 and 82 are rejected under 35

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of

Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1).
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 - Page 4

Art Unit: 2615

With respect to claim 1, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 ln.6-7); an after-market audio device (fig.2

#40A) external to the car stereo;'an interface (fig.1,2 #38,) connected between the car

stereo and the after-market audio device for exchanging data and audio signals

between the car stereo and the audio device (col.2 ln.5-16); means (fig.1 “Ls",#32, col.4

, |n.15-18) for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the after-market

audio device from the car stereo in a format compatible with the after-market audio

device (col.4 ln.51-67, co|.5 ln.1-4); and means (fig.2 #42) for processing data from the

audio after-market device on the car stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo

(col.4 ln.54-66); and means (fig.2 #43) for switching to one or more auxiliary input

sources connected to the interface (col.4 ln.54-57). ‘

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 ln.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 ' Page 5

Art Unit: 2615 '

_At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

With respect to claim 2, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (co|.1 |n.12-36).

With respect to claim 3, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo,

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after—market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that
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a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

With respect to claim 4, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

audio device comprises a CD player, CD changer (fig.2 #44), MP3 player, Digital Audio

Broadcast (DAB) receiver, or satellite receiver.

With respect to claim 6, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

interface generates a CD player presence signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state

responsive to processed data and audio signals (col.4 |n.54—66).

With respect to claim 10, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the data comprises video information (co|.5 |n.24-31).

With respect to claim 11, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the data is displayed as a menu on the display of

the car stereo. It is implied that the system of Miyazaki includes a screen to display the

navigation information, however it is not discloses wherein this information is provided in

as a menu.
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Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 - Page 7 .

Art Unit: 2615 '

Kunimatsu discloses a combined navigation/audio system that displays a menu

of data (fig.BB).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the combined navigation and audio system of Kunimatsu as the

navigation and audio units of Miyazaki. This would provide a menu of options for a user

to select.

The motivation for providing the data in the form of a menu, as does Kunimatsu,

would have been to simplify the controls of the system of Miyazaki, by providing an

easily viewable set of options.

With respect to claim 12, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim, 1. however

does not disclose expressly Wherein the display of the car stereo comprises a graphic

panel. Miyazaki discloses wherein the navigation unit (fig.4 #28,4OB) comprises a

graphic panel (fig.4 #47).

Kunimatsu discloses a vehicle mounted display system (fig.1 #12) that is

integrated with a navigation unit (fig.1 #14) and an audio system (fig.1 #18), wherein the

system includes a graphicpanel (fig.1 #20).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the combined navigation and audio system of Kunimatsu as the

navigation and audio units of Miyazaki. It is well known in the art'that touch-screen

panels are commonly found in vehicles for the purpose of controlling and displaying

both navigation and audio information, as evidenced by Kunimatsu.
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The motivation for using a combined unit would have been to supply a system

with one set of controls, which would ultimately simplify the operation of the system.

Also, a system with one display and one set of controls (being the touch-screen display)

would greatly reduce the required area of mounting space, hence allowing the system to

be implemented in smaller vehicles.

With respect to claim 13, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on'column 4 lines 57—60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

With respect to claim 15, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

audio signals from the one or more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to

the car stereo by the interface (col.4 ln.63-67, col.5 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 16, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

, does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select between the one or more

auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses .

wherein the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is

taken that it is well known in the art that car stereo units have keys for selecting disks
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(auxiliary input sources) from a CD changer. It would have been obvious to a person of

ordinary skill in the art to use keys for the selection of disks in the changer on the audio

control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so would have been to

select a CD to play without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 17, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering a disc number at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit

is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well known in

the art that car stereo units have keys for selecting disks (auxiliary input sources) from a

CD changer. These keys are known to be associated with a disk number that

corresponds to a disk in the changer. It would have been obvious to a person of

ordinary skill in the art to use keys with disk numbers for the selection of disks in the

changer on the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to select a CD to play without having to manually access the disk

changer

With respect to claim 18, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering a track number at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control

unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well

known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter a track number of a CD in a
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CD changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter

track numbers on the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a

track of a disk in the changer. The motivation for doing so would have been to select an I

audio track to play without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 19, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein

the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it

is well known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter both disk and track

numbers to select an audio track in a CD changer. It would have been obvious to a

person of ordinary skill in the art to enter both disk and track numbers on the audio

control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the changer.

The motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play without

having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 20, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of'claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select between the audio device and

the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44).

Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art that car stereo units have means to

enter a sequence, such as disk and track number, to select an audio track in a CD
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changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter a

sequence, such as disk and track numbers on the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of

Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the changer. The motivation for doing

so would have been to select an audio track to play without having to manually access

the disk changer.

With respect to claim 21, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 20, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the sequence comprises a track up selection

followed by a track down selection. Official Notice is taken that is well known in the art

that track up and down commands are common on most CD players and disk changers.

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use these

commands in the control of the CD changer of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so

would have been to allow a user to pan through the tracks until a desired track is found.

.With respect to claim 22, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1. further

comprising a second interface (fig.1 #38) connected to (fig.1 “Ls,Lb”) the first interface

(fig.1 #38) for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

With respect to claim 23. Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 22, wherein

both the first interface and the second interface are controllable using the car stereo

(col.6 |n.28-32).
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With respect to claim 24, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system'

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 |n.6-7); a plurality of auxiliary input sources

(fig.2 #40A, fig.4 #408); an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and

the plurality of auxiliary input sources (col.2 |n.5-16); means (fig.1 “Ls”, #32, col.4 |n.15-

18) for processing and dispatching commands for controlling an audio device connected

to one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo in a format

compatible with the audio device (col.4 |n.51-67, col.5 |n.1-4); means for processing

(fig.2 #42) data from the audio device on the car stereo in a format compatible with the

car stereo (col.4 |n.54-66); and means (fig.2 #43) for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources from the car stereo (col.4 |n.54-57).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 |n.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.
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The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

With respect to claim 25, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources

by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein

the control unit'is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it

is well known in the art that car stereo units have means such as buttons to enter both

disk and track numbers to select an audio track in a CD changer. It would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter both disk and track numbers on

the audio control unit (fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the

changer. The motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play

without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 26, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein

the audio device comprises a CD player, CD changer (fig.2 #44), MP3 player, satellite

receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.
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With respect to claim 28, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary input

mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo. Miyazaki discloses wherein the

control unit is connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is

well known in the art that car stereo units have means to enter a sequence, such as

disk and track number, to select an audio track in a CD changer. It would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to enter a sequence to switch the interface

into an auxiliary input mode, such as disk and track numbers on the audio control unit

(fig.3 #32) of Miyazaki for the selection of a track of a disk in the changer. The

motivation for doing so would have been to select an audio track to play without having

to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 29, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 28, wherein

the control sequence-comprises a track up command followed by a track down

command. Official Notice is taken that is well known in the art that track up and down

commands are common on most CD players and disk changers. It would have been

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use these commands in the control of

the CD changer of Miyazaki. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a

user to pan through the tracks until a desired track is found.
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With respect to claim 30, Miyazaki discloses a method for integrating an after-

market device (fig.2 #40A) with a car stereo (fig.1 #32, col.4 |n.6-7) comprising:

connecting an interface (fig.1 #38) to the car stereo, the after—market device to the

interface, and an auxiliary input source (fig.1 #38) to the interface (col.2 |n.5—16);.

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface; processing the control

commands into a format compatible with the after-market device and dispatching

processed control commands to the after-market device; receiving data and audio from

the after-market device at the interface; processing the data into a second format

compatible with the car stereo and dispatching the audio and processed data to the car

stereo (col.4 |n.51-67, col.5 |n.1-4), and playing audio from the auxiliary input source

through the car stereo (fig.3 #30).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the system displays processed

data on a display of the car stereo, however does disclose the processing of data

including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station selection instruction, 3 volume

control instruction, etc. (col.4 |n.51-66). Miyazaki also teaches a navigation system

(fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine'the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.
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The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information .but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

With respect to claim 34, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving video information from the

device (col.5 |n.24-31).

With respect to claim 35, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of displaying the processed data comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel

(fig.4 #47).

With respect to claim 36, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step of displaying the processed data comprises displaying the

data in a graphical user interface at the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1).

With respect to claim 37, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step of displaying processed data comprises displaying video at
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the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1, fig.3A).

With respect to claim 38, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 30, wherein-the

step of connecting the after-market device to the interface comprises connecting a CD

player. CD changer (fig.3 #44), MP3 player, satellite receiver, or Digital Audio Broadcast

(DAB) receiver to the interface.

With respect to claim 40, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 39, however

does not disclose expressly further comprising receiving a selection command from the

car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to the interface

in response to the selection command. Miyazaki discloses wherein the control unit is

connected to a disk changer (fig.3 #44). Official Notice is taken that it is well known in

the art that car stereo units have means to select an audio tracks and disks in a CD

changer. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to send a

selection command to the interface when an auxiliary unit such as a disk changer is

connected. The motivation. for doing so would have been to select an audio track to

play without having to manually access the disk changer.

With respect to claim 41, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 40 in view of

Kunimatsu, further comprising processing the data from the auxiliary input source for

display on the car stereo (Kunimatsu: co|.5 |n.56-62).
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With respect to claim 81, Miyazaki discloses a device for information for-use with

a car stereo, comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external to the car

stereo (fig.2 #40A); an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the

auxiliary device; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence signal and

transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state

(col.4 |n.54-63); and means (fig.1 “Ls") for transmitting information from the auxiliary

device to the car stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a video

device, however does teach a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4

#47) as an auxiliary device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) and a video system (fig.1 #44,50,52) to provide information to a

display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio, and} navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. It would also have

been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include the video system

disclosed by Kunimatsu in the system of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car
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stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66. This would also provide a user with the option to view television

broadcasts.

With respect to claim 82, Miyazaki discloses the deVice ofclaim 81 in view of

Kunimatsu, further comprising means for converting the video information into a format

compatible with the car stereo (Kunimatsu: fig.1 #44).

Claims 5,7-9,27,31-33,44 and 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Kunimatsu etal

(US 6,653,948 B1) and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 BZ).
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With respect to claim 5, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the interface further comprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the audio device and integrating the

audio device based upon the device type.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing of the deviceslcomprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the audio device and integrating the

audio device based upon the device type (col.4 |n.25-42).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to automatically detect and integrate the external audio devices of

Miyazaki with the audio control unit as is accomplished in the interfacing of Falcon.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user-friendly system

that does not require resetting control configurations each time a new auxiliary device is

connected to or in communication with the audio control.

With respect to claims 7—9, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the data comprises “track and time information”,

“song title and artist information", “channel number and channel information".

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises “track
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and time information” (col.8 ln.20-26), “song title and artist information” (col.8 ln.26-30),

“channel number and channel information” (col.6 |n.41-47). ‘

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data

exchanged by Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the audio control unit

with information pertaining to the operation of the auxiliary devices. This would allow

the audio control to present this information to a user located in the front of the vehicle,

hence allowing a user to view and control the reproduction of information without

leaving his or her seat.

With respect to claim 27, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein a device type of the audio device is automatically

detected by the interface and the audio device is automatically integrated with the car

stereo based upon the device type.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing of the devices comprises automatically

detecting a device type of the audio device and automatically integrating the device with

the car stereo based upon the device type (col.4 ln.25-42).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to automatically detect and integrate the external audio devices of

Miyazaki with the audio control unit as is accomplished in the interfacing of Falcon.
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The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user-friendly system

‘ ‘ that does not require resetting control configurations each time a new auxiliary device is

connected to or in communication with the audio control.

With respect to claims 31-33, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 30,

however does not disclose expressly wherein the data comprises “track and time

information", “MP3 song, title, track, and time information", “channel number, channel

name, artist, and song information".

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces With a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises “track

and time information" (col.8 In.20-26), “MP3 song, title, track, and time information"

(col.8 In.20-30), “channel number, channel name, artist, and song information” (col.6

|n.41-47, col.8 |n.18-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data

exchanged by Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the audio control unit

with information pertaining to the operation of the auxiliary devices. This would allow

the audio control to present this information to a user located in the front of the vehicle,

hence allowing a user to view and control the reproduction of information without

leaving his or her seat.
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With respect to claim 44, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the data port comprises an RS-232 or USB port.

Falcon discloses a car stereo (fig.4 #200) with USB ports (fig.4 #216) for the

connection of peripheral devices (col.8 In.6-7).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the USB ports of Falcon as the data ports of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide the system of Miyazaki

with a plug and play option that is consistent with USB connections.

With respect to claim 52, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 51, however

does not disclose expressly further comprising displaying formatted data on the car

stereo.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays the formatted data to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user. who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but
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also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51—66.

With respect to claim 53, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 52 in view of

Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted data

comprises; channel numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist

names on the car stereo.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises channel

numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car stereo

(co|.8 |n.20—40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the auxiliary device.

With respect to claim 54, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 52 in view of

Kunimatsu, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises displaying video on

the car stereo (Kunimatsu: co|.5 |n.41-44).
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Claims 47-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 32).

With respect to claim 47, Miyazaki discloses a method of integrating an after-

market device (fig.2 #40A) with an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-

market car stereo (fig.1 #32) comprising: connecting the after-market device to an

interface (fig.1 #38); connecting the interface to a car stereo; generating and

transmitting a presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state responsive to external signals (col.4 |n.54-57); and selectively

channeling data and audio signals from the after-market device to the car stereo using

the interface (col.4 |n.51-67, co|.5 ln.1-4).

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the method determines whether

the car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an‘after-market car stereo.

Falcon discloses a method of interfacing an after-market device (fig.4 #102) with

a car stereo (fig.4 #200), wherein the method includes determining the type of the car

stereo (col.4 ln.25-4,2).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the method of Falcon to determine the-type of car stereo used in

the invention of Miyazaki, whether it be an OEM car stereo or an after—market car

stereo.

The motivation for doing so would have been to supply the auxiliary devices of

Miyazaki with information pertaining to the capabilities of the currently installed control
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unit. This would ultimately allow the system to take advantage of any options provided

in an after-market device not consistent with OEM devices, or vice versa.

With respect to claim 48, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 47, further

comprising receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface (col.4 |n.51-

67, col.5 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 49, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 48, further

comprising'converting the control commands into a format recognizable by the after—

market audio device. It is implied, that in order for the car stereo and after—market

_ devices of Miyazaki to interact with each other properly, the control commands must be

converted into formats recognizable by each device.

With respect to claim 50, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 49, further

comprising dispatching formatted commands to the after-market audio device for

execution thereby (col.4 |n.63-67 col.5 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 51, Miyazaki discloses the method of claim 47, further

comprising converting data received at the interface from the after-market audio device

into a format compatible with the car stereo. It is implied, that in order for the car stereo

and after—market devices of Miyazaki to interact with each other properly, the control

commands must be converted into formats recognizable by each device.
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Claims 43 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Holland (US 2002/0085730 A1).

With respect to claim 43, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein V

the storage area further comprises a top member (fig.14 #17), bottom member (fig.14

#50). Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the top member and the bottom

member are interconnected at an edge by a hinge.

Holland discloses an apparatus for docking with a portable device further

comprising a hinge (pg.1 [0009]) for connecting a top member (fig.2 #5) and a bottom

member (fig.2 #3) at an edge.

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the hinge of Holland to connect the top and bottom portions of

Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a closable lid to the

protective case (Miyazaki: fig.14 #50). This would provide a case that does not have to

slide in and out of a vehicle compartment but rather opens on the hinge, hence allowing

for after market installation due to a lack in the need for a manufactured vehicle

compartment.

With respect to claim 46, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 43 in view of

Holland, further comprising a clasp (Holland: fig.4 #9) for retaining the top and bottom
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members in a closed position (Holland: pg.2 [0024][0025]).

Claims 55-58 and 85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentable over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Grady (US 6,591,085

B1).

With respect to claim 55, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device (fig.2 #40A) external to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state (co|.4 ln.54-

63); and means (fig.1 “Ls") for transmitting audio from the auxiliary device to the car

stereo.

Miyazaki-does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a portable

MP3 player.

Grady discloses an MP3 player (fig.8 #56) external to a car stereo (fig.8 #68) that

is in communication with the stereo (col.5 ln.55-64).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use an MP3 player such as the one disclosed by Grady as the auxiliary

device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from an MP3 into the vehicle environment.
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With respect to claim 56, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 55, wherein

the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (col.1 ln.12-36).

With respect to claim 57, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 55, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki's invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after—market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

With respect to claim 58, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 55, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands (fig.2 #42) for controlling

the portable MP3 player from the car stereo in a format compatible with the portable

MP3 player.
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With respect to claim 85, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the portable audio device is a portable MP3 player.

Grady discloses an MP3 player (fig.8 #56) external to a car stereo (fig.8 #68) that

is in communication with the stereo (col.5 |n.55-64).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use an MP3 player such as the one disclosed by Grady as the auxiliary

device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from an MP3 into the vehicle environment.

Claims 59 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Grady (US 6,591,085 B1) and in

further view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1).

With respect to claim 59, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 58, however

does not disclose-expressly, further comprising means for displaying data from the

portable MP3 player on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car

stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col._4 |n.51-66). Miyazaki also
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teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have'been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. This would

ultimately give the system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as an MP3 player. ‘

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.

With respect to claim 62, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 59, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. it is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control
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buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

Claims 60-61 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Miyazaki et al in view of Grady (US 6,591,085 B1) in view of Kunimatsu et al (US

6,653,948 B1) and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 32).

With respect to claims 60-61, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 59 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information.

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

and time information and song title and artist information (col.8 |n.20-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the MP3 player.

Claims 63-66 and 86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being

unpatentableover Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs- et al (US

6,346,917 B1).
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With respect to claim 63, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external (fig.2 #40A) to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state (col.4 ln.54-

63); and means (fig.1 “Ls") for transmitting audio from the auxiliary device to the car

stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a satellite

radio receiver.

Fuchs discloses a satellite radio receiver (fig.4 #30) external to a car stereo that

is in communication with the stereo (col.1 ln.51-62).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Fuchs as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would. have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a satellite broadcast into the vehicle environment.

With respect to claim 84, Miyazaki disclOses the apparatus of claim 63, wherein

the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (col.1 ln.12-36).
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With respect to claim 65, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after—market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit

would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

With respect to claim 66, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 63, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands (fig.2 #42) for controlling

the satellite radio receiver from the car stereo in a format compatible with the satellite

radio receiver.

With respect to claim 86, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 83, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the portable device is a portable satellite radio

receiver.
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Fuchs discloses a portable satellite radio receiver (fig.4 #30) external to a car

stereo that is in communication with the stereo (col.1 |n.51-62).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Fuchs as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a satellite broadcast into the vehicle environment.

Claims 67 and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs et al (US 6,346,917 B1) and in

further view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1).

With respect to claim 67, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 66, however
k

does not disclose expressly, further comprising means for displaying data from the

satellite radio receiver on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car

stereo.

Page 1165 of 1462



Page 1166 of 1462

Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 Page 36

Art Unit: 2615 ‘

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including “a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction. a volume control instruction, etc.-(col.4 In.51-66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. This would

ultimately give the system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as a satellite radio receiver.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings of the auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.
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With respect to claim-71, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

Claims 68-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Fuchs et al (US 6,346,917 B1) in view

of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1) and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615

32).

With respect to claims 68-70, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 67 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information, channel

number and a channel name.

Page 1167 of 1462



Page 1168 of 1462

Application/Control Number: 10/316,961 . Page 38
Art Unit: 2615 ‘

Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

and time information'and song title and artist information, channel number and a

channel name (co|.8 ln.20-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the satellite radio receiver.

Claims 72-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US 6,374,17731).

With respect to claim 72, Miyazaki discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.1 #32); an auxiliary device external (fig.2 #40A) to the car

stereo; an interface (fig.1 #38) connected between the car stereo and the auxiliary

device; means (fig.2 #42) for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state (col.4 |n.54-

63); and means (fig.1 “Ls”) for transmitting audio from the auxiliary device to the car

stereo.

Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the auxiliary device is a digital

audio broadcast receiver.
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Lee discloses a digital audio broadcast receiver (fig.2 #100) external to an audio

control (fig.2 #90) that is in communication with the stereo (col.8 |n.25-50).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use a satellite radio receiver such as the one disclosed by Lee as the

auxiliary device of Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user of the system of

Miyazaki to reproduce sound from a digital audio broadcast into the vehicle environment

such as a streaming audio file.

With respect to claim 73, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 72, wherein

the car stereo is an Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo (co|.1 |n.12-36).

With respect to claim 74, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 72, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

Miyazaki discloses a system for connecting auxiliary devices to a vehicles control

system, however does not make the distinction that the control system is replaceable by

an after-market control, such as an after-market car stereo to replace the‘factory stereo

control components. Official Notice is taken that after-market car stereos are well

known in the art, and the invention of Miyazaki is not limited to interacting with only

factory stereo components. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that

a user of Miyazaki’s invention could replace the factory stereo with an after-market unit

and continue to achieve the same results. The motivation for using an after-market unit
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would have been to upgrade the vehicles sound system. These upgrades could include

features such as, bass and stereophonic outputs, or mp3 and satellite capabilities.

With respect to claim 75, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 72, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands (fig.2 #42) for controlling

the digital audio broadcast receiver from the car stereo in a format compatible with the

digital audio broadcast receiver.

Claims 76 and 80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(3) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US 6,374,177 B1) and in

further view of Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1).

With respect to claim 76, Miyazaki discloses the system of claim 75, however

does not disclose expressly, further comprising means for displaying data from the

digital audio broadcast receiver on a display of the car stereo in. a format compatible

with the car stereo.
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Miyazaki does not disclose expressly wherein the means for processing data

includes the capability of displaying data on a display of the car stereo, however does

disclose the processing of data including "a radio/CD selection instruction, a station

selection instruction, a volume control instruction, etc. (col.4 |n.51~66). Miyazaki also

teaches a navigation system (fig.4 #28) with a visual display (fig.4 #47) as an auxiliary

device.

Kunimatsu teaches a navigation system (fig.1 #14) that is combined with an

audio system (fig.1 #18) to provide information to a display (fig.1 #12). _

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to combine the audio and navigation systems of Miyazaki into one unit

that displays information to a visual display as taught by Kunimatsu. This wOuld

ultimately give the system of Miyazaki the capability of displaying graphically information

received from any auxiliary devices, such as a digital audio broadcast receiver.

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user, who is seated

near the car stereo to view the control instructions sent from the auxiliary device, such

as volume, selected station, or selected CD. This would also allow the user to make

desirable changes to the settings ofthe auxiliary device by merely controlling the car

stereo. Hence, now the system of Miyazaki not only displays navigation information but

also information pertaining to the audio system such as the data disclosed in column 4

lines 51-66.
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With respect to claim 80, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein

the commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the

car stereo. It is implied that the audio control unit of Miyazaki contains control buttons

or presets to control the functions disclosed on column 4 lines 57-60. Without control

buttons or presets, it would not be possible for a user to control these disclosed

functions.

Claims 77-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Miyazaki et al (US 6,163,079) in view of Lee et al (US 6,374,177 B1) in view of

Kunimatsu et al (US 6,653,948 B1) and in further view of Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).

With respect to claims 77-79, Miyazaki discloses the apparatus of claim 76 in

view of Kunimatsu, however does not disclose expressly wherein displayed formatted

data comprises; track and time information and song title and artist information, channel

number and a channel name.
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Falcon discloses an external audio device (fig.4 #102) that interfaces with a car

stereo (fig.4 #200) wherein the interfacing information of the devices comprises track

and time information and song title and artist information, channel number and a

channel name (col.8 |n.20-40).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to include the interfacing information disclosed by Falcon in the data to be

displayed the combination of Kunimatsu and Miyazaki.

The motivation for doing so would have been to graphically provide the user with

information pertaining the operation of the digital audio broadcast receiver.

Response to Arguments

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-82 have been considered but are

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Jason R. Kurr whose telephone number is (571) 272-

0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00am to 6:30pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 273-8300. The fax phone number for

the Organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571—273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usptogov. Should ‘

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.
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Time Stamp

L1 "20060050944" US—PGPUB; 2006/11/07 17:04
USPAT

L2 3849 mp3 near player US—PGPUB; 2006/11/07 17:04
USPAT

L3 17 |2 with connect$3 with (car vehicle US-PGPUB; OR 2006/11/07 17:05
automobile) with (radio stereo) USPAT

L4 1 ("20040058649").PN. US-PGPUB; OR ‘ 2006/11/07 17:08
USPAT;
USOCR

L5 1 "6591085".pn. US-PGPUB; OR 2006/11/07 17:08
USPAT;
USOCR

L6 ' 6 ("20020098813" | "6240297" | US-PGPUB; OR 2006/11/07 17:44
"6292440" | "6396769" | "6420849" USPAT;
| "6423892").PN. ' USOCR

L11 3666 satellite near radio US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 17:46

. USPAT; '
USOCR

L12 4741 I11 connect$3 with car with radio US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 17:45
USPAT;
USOCR

L13 3 I11 with connect$3 with car with US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 17:45
radio USPAT;

USOCR

L14 112 I11 and (aftermarket (after ade US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 18:13
market)) USPAT;

V USOCR

L15 14900 (digital with audio with broadcast) US-PGPUB; OR OFF ' 2006/11/07 18:12
' (dab) USPAT;

USOCR

L16 3 us with (connect$3) with car with US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 18:13
stereo USPAT;

USOCR

L17 53 us and (aftermarket (after ade US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/07 18:13
market)) USPAT;

USOCR

51 632 381/86.ch5. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/11/06 14:25
USPAT

S58 47 ((car vehicle automobile) with US—PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/04 16:33
adaptor).ti. USPAT .

SS9 0 $58 and ("381".clas.) US-PGPUB; OR OFF * 2006/10/04 16:23
USPAT

$60 7 (car vehicle automible) with stereo US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/04 16:28
with adaptor USPAT
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S61 7 (car vehicle autombile) with stereo US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/04 16:29
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S62 7 (car vehicle automobile) with stereo US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/ 10/04 16:33
with adaptor USPAT

$63 168 ((car vehicle automobile) with US-PGPUB; OR ON 2006/ 10/04 16:34
interface).ti. USPAT

$64 5 S63 and ("381".clas.) US-PGPUB; OR ON 2006/ 10/04 16:34
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USOCR

S67 3162 307/9.1,10.1.ccls. - US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/04 16:42
, USPAT;

USOCR

$68 269 S67 and audio US—PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/04 16:45
USPAT;
USOCR .

S70 354 340/825.25.ccls. US-PGPUB; 0R OFF 2006/10/04 16:45
USPAT; 4

‘ USOCR

S71 6 ("6032089" | "6114970" | "6163079" US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2006/10/30 15:19
I "6189057" | "6236918" | USPAT;
"6240347").PN. USOCR

S72 1617 (car automobile vehicle) and stereo US-PGPUB; OR ON 2006/10/30 15:20
~ and integrate USPAT;

USOCR

$73 321 S72 and (cd with player) US-PGPUB; 0R 0N 2006/10/30 15:20
USPAT;
USOCR

S74 143 S73 and mp3 US-PGPUB; 0R ON 2006/10/30 15:30
USPAT;
USOCR

S75 0 "20000328".pn. US—PGPUB; OR ON 2006/10/30 15:30
USPAT;
USOCR

11/7/2006 7:34:47 PM Page 2
C:\Documents and Settings\jkurr\My Documents\EAS‘l\Workspaces\10316961.w5p

Page 1183 of 1462



Page 1184 of 1462

EAST Search History

 
 

    
 

 

S76 2 "09537812" US-PGPUB; 2006/10/30 15:30
USPAT;
USOCR

S77 7161 plug ade play US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 14:25

‘ , USPAT '

$78 507 S77 and stereo US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 14:47
USPAT

S79 10 CD with player with presence with US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 14:48
signal USPAT

$80 5318 navigation with audio US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 15:40
USPAT

$81 3350 S80 and ((@ad US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 15:41
' @rlad)<="20021211") USPAT

$82 1388 S81 and (ch liquid) US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 15:49
USPAT

$83 1052 $82 and (car vehicle automobile) US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 16:28
USPAT

$84 5834 (car vehicle automobile) near US-PGPUB; 2006/11/06 16:32
(stereo radio) USPAT

585 748 584 and menu US-PGPUB; .2006/11/06 16:42
USPAT

$86 436 S85 and portable US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:45
USPAT

587 7583 (after near market) aftermarket US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:49
' USPAT

S88 3168 $87 and (stereo radio head) US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:50
USPAT

$89 2320 588 and (interfac$3 integrat$3 US—PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:51
communicat$3) USPAT

S90 50 $89 and (presence near signal) US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:58
USPAT

S91 1201 $87 and (OEM (original with US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 10:59
equipment with manufact$4)) USPAT

592 306 591 and (stereo radio) US—PGPUB; 2006/11/07 11:00
USPAT

$93 204 S92 and ((@ad US-PGPUB; 2006/11/07 14:44
@rlad)<=“20021211") USPAT
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Sir:

This is a response to the outstanding Office Action dated June 5, 2006 on the above-
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car StCI‘CO;

an after-market audio device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the afier—market audio device for

exchanging data and audio signals between the car stereo and the audio device;

means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the after-market audio

device from the car stereo in a format compatible with the after-market audio device;

means for processing and displaying data from the after-market audio device on a display

of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo; and

means for switching to one or more auxiliary input sources connected to the interfaee—if

HWdierdewee—is-diseemaeeteé-frem-the interface.

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

MEl\5829675.1
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4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the audio device comprises a CD player, CD

changer, MP3 player, Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver, or satellite receiver.

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the interface further comprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the audio device and integrating the audio

device based upon the device type.

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the interface generates a CD player presence

signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state responsive to processed data and audio signals.

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises channel number and channel

name information.

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises video information.

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data is displayed as a menu on the display

of the car stereo.

MEI\5829675.1
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VI

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data—isd—ispla—yed—ifi—a—graphieal—intefifaee-efi

a—graphiepanel: display of the car stereo comprises a graphic panel.

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

14. (Cancelled)

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein audio signals from the one or

more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to the car stereo by the interface.

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the one

or more auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on the car stereo.

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a disc number at the car stereo.

18. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a track number at the car stereo.

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo.

ME1\5829675.1
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20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a user can select between the

audio device and the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the sequence comprises a track up selection

followed by a track down selection.

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a second interface connected to the

first interface for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein both the first interface and the second

interface are controllable using the car stereo.

24. (Original) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a plurality of auxiliary input sources;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the plurality of auxiliary input sources;

means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling an audio device

connected to one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo in a format

compatible with the audio device;

ME1\5829675,1
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means for processing and displaying data from the audio device on a display of the car

stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo; and

means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo.

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the means for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources comprises a disc or track selection entered by a user using control buttons

of the car stereo.

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the audio device comprises a CD

player, CD changer, MP3 player, satellite receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.

27. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein a device type of the audio device is

automatically detected by the interface and the audio device is automatically integrated with the

car stereo based upon the device type.

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary

input mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo.

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the control sequence comprises a track up

command followed by a track down command.

ME1\5829675.1
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30. (Currently Amended) A method for integrating a an after-market device with a car stereo

comprising:

connecting an interface to the car stereo, the after-market device to the interface, and an

auxiliary input source to the interface;

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface;

processing the control commands into a format compatible with the after-market device

and dispatching processed control commands to the afier—market device;

receiving data and audio from the after-market device at the interface;

processing the data into a second format compatible with the car stereo and dispatching

the audio and processed data to the car stereo;

displaying the processed data on the car stereo and playing the audio through the car

stereo; and

playing audio from the auxiliary input source throughthe car stereo—if—the—defiee—is

diseanneeted—frem—the—inthtng

ME1\5829675.1
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31. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving CDtrack and time information from the device.

32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving MP3 song, title, track, and time information from the device.

33. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving channel number, channel name, artist, and song information from the

device.

34. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving video information from the device.

35. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the processed data

comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel.

36. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the processed data

comprises displaying the data in a graphical user interface at the car stereo.

37. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying processed data comprises

displaying video at the car stereo.

MEl\5829675.I
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38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of connecting the audie

after-market device to the interface comprises connecting a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player,

satellite receiver, or a Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver to the interface.

39. (Cancelled)

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising receiving a selection

command from the car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to

the interface in response to the selection command.

41. (Original) The method of claim 40, further comprising processing the data from the

auxiliary input source for display on the car stereo.

42. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for docking a portable device for integration with a car

stereo comprising:

a storage area remote from a car stereo for storing the portable device;

a docking portion within the storage area for electrically communicating and physically

mating with the portable device; and

a data port dispesed in electrical communication with the docking portion, the data port

connectable with a device for integrating the portable device with the car stereo.

MEI\5829675.1
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43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further

comprises a top member, a bottom member, and a hinge interconnecting the top member and the

bottom member at an edge thereof.

44. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the data port comprises an RS—232 or USB

port.

45. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further

comprises a top portion and a bottom portion defining a sleeve for holding the portable audio

device.

46. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 43, further comprising a clasp for retaining

the top and bottom members in a closed position.

47. (Currently Amended) A method of integrating an after-market device with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-market car stereo comprising:

connecting the after—market device to an interface;

connecting the interface to a car stereo;

determining whether the car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an after-market car stereo;

10
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if the car stereo is an after-market car stereo, generating and transmitting a presence

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive to external

signals; and

selectively channeling data and audio signals from the after—market device to the car

stereo using the interface.

48. (Original) The method of claim 47, further comprising receiving control commands from

the car stereo at the interface.

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, further comprising converting the control commands

into a format recognizable by the after—market audio device.

50. (Original) The method of claim 49, further comprising dispatching formatted commands to

the after-market audio device for execution thereby.

51. (Original) The method‘of claim 47, further comprising converting data received at the

interface from the after-market audio device into a format compatible with the car stereo.

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising displaying formatted data on the car

StCI‘CO .

11
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53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying channel numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car

stereo .

54. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying video on the car stereo.

55. (Previously Presented) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable MP3 player external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable MP3 player;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the portable MP3 player to the car stereo.

56. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Eguipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.

12
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57. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

58. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 55, further comprising means for processing

and dispatching commands for controlling the portable MP3 player from the car stereo in a

format compatible with the portable MP3 player.

59. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 58, further comprising means for

processing and displaying data from the portable MP3 player on a display of the car stereo in a

format compatible with the car stereo.

60. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

61. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

62. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

63. (Previously Presented) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

13
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an satellite radio receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite radio receiver;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the satellite radio receiver to the car stereo.

64. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.

65. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

66. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 63, further comprising means for processing

and dispatching commands for controlling the satellite radio receiver from the car stereo in a

format compatible with the satellite radio receiver.

67. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 66, further comprising means for

processing and displaying data from the satellite radio receiver on a display of the car stereo in a

format compatible with the car stereo.

14
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68. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

69. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

70. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the date comprises a channel

number and a channel name.

71. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

72. (Previously Presented) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a digital audio broadcast receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the digital audio broadcast receiver;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

15
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means for transmitting audio from the digital audio broadcast receiver to the car stereo.

73. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an Original

Eg‘uipment Manufacturer (OEM) car stereo.

74. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an after-market

car stereo.

75. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 72, further comprising means for processing

and dispatching commands for controlling the digital audio broadcast receiver from the car

stereo in a format compatible with the digital audio broadcast receiver.

76. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 75, fiarther comprising means for

processing and displaying data from the digital audio broadcast receiver on a display of the car

stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo.

77. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises track and

time information.

78. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises song title and

artist information.

16
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79. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises a channel

number and a channel name.

80. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the commands are input by a

user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

81. (Previously Presented) A device for integrating video information for use with a car stereo,

comprising:

a car stereo;

a video device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the video device;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting video information from the video device to the car stereo.

82. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 81, further comprising means for converting

the video information into a format compatible with the car stereo.
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83. (New) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable audio device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable audio device;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the portable audio device to the car stereo.

84. (New) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio device comprises a

portable CD player.

85. (New) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio device comprises a

portable MP3 player.

86. (New) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio device comprises a

portable satellite receiver.
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87. (New) The apparatus of claim 83, wherein the portable audio device comprises a

portable Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver.
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REMARKS

Applicant submits this response to the outstanding Office Action on the above-identified

application. Applicant has amended the application, as set forth herein, and respectfully submits

that the application, as amended, is in condition for allowance.

Claims 2, 47, 56, 64, and 73 were objected to in the Office Action with respect to the

abbreviation “OEM” appearing in said claims. Applicant has amended each of these claims to

recite “Original Equipment Manufacturer.” Support for this amendment can be found

throughout the specification. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the objection

raised with respect to Claims 2, 47, 56, 64, and 73 be withdrawn.

Claims 26 and 38 were objected to in the Office Action with respect to the abbreviation

“DAB” appearing in said claims. Applicant has amended each of these claims to recite “Digital

Audio Broadcast.” Support for this amendment can be found throughout the specification.

Accordingly, Applicant respectfiilly requests that the objection raised with respect to Claims 26

and 38 be withdrawn.

Applicant has amended independent Claim 1 to recite "an after-market audio device

external to the car stereo" and to more broadly define the claimed invention. Similarly, Claim 30

was amended to recite an after-market device and to more broadly define the claimed invention.

Claim 38, which depends from amended Claim 30, was also amended to provide antecedent

basis. Applicant has also amended dependent Claim 12 to further define the present invention.
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Applicant has amended Claim 42 to further define the present invention and to overcome

the rejections raised in the Office Action. Specifically, Claim 42 was amended to recite "a

storage area remote from a car stereo" for storing a portable device. Applicant has also added

new Claims 83—87 to further define the present invention.

Applicant’s claimed invention relates generally to an audio device integration system for

integrating one or more after-market audio devices external to a car stereo (and, normally, not

compatible with the car stereo), such as an MP3 player, a satellite radio receiver, digital audio

broadcast (DAB) receiver, or one or more auxiliary input sources, for use with an Original

Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or after-market car stereo system. The audio device integration

system of the present invention includes an interface that generates a device presence signal and

transmits the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive

to an external device. Audio from the external device is transmitted to the car stereo for playing

thereon. Data from the external device, such as disc number, track number, elapsed time,

channel number, channel name, artist name, song title, and other information, as well as video

information, is processed by the interface of the present invention into a format compatible with

the car stereo system, and transmitted to the car stereo for display on one or more displays of the

car stereo system. Commands for controlling the external device, which are issued using the

controls of the car stereo system, are received by the interface of the present invention, processed

into a format compatible with the external device, and dispatched to the external device for

execution thereby. In some cases, the audio device integration system includes an interface

connected between a car stereo system and an after-market audio device external to the car

stereo, as well as means for switching to one or more auxiliary input sources connected to the
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interface. The present invention is operable with a multitude of external devices, such as

portable audio devices, portable MP3 players, satellite receivers, DAB receivers, video devices,

and the like. A remote docking station for storing a portable receiver, such as a portable DAB or

satellite receiver, is also provided.

US. Patent No. 6,993,615 to PM discloses a portable computing device which can be

docked with an appliance. The portable computing device includes a display screen, and could

include a personal digital assistant (PDA), organizer, or handheld computer. The portable

computing device includes a graphical user interface that can be customized based upon the

appliance to which the portable computing device is docked. In one embodiment, the portable

computing device can be docked with a car stereo which includes a receptacle for receiving the

portable computing device.

US. Patent Application Publication No. US 2003/0053638 to Yasuhara discloses an

entertainment system for a vehicle. The system includes a head unit in a car, a rear controller

connected to the head unit, a display connected to the rear controller, a DVD player connected to

the head unit, and an external terminal input unit connected to the DVD player and the head unit.

The rear controller is operable with a handheld remote control, in addition to headphones. The

external input terminal unit is connectable to one or more headphones, and includes an external

input for connecting an external device thereto, such as a video game machine or a video camera.

US. Patent Application Publication No. US 2002/0085730 to Holland discloses a

briefcase or carrying case with an integrated loudspeaker system.
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US. Patent No. 6,295,033 to Chatzipetros, et al. discloses a vehicle antenna assembly for

receiving satellite broadcast signals. The assembly includes a window clip having an integral

transmission line.

Claims 24-27, 42, 44-45, 55, 58-63, 66-71, and 81-82 were rejected as being anticipated

by Falcon, and Claims 28-29, 47-54, 56-57, and 64-65 were rejected as being obvious over

Falcon. For the reasons set forth below, Applicant submits these claims are patentable over
 

Falcon.

Falcon fails to disclose each element of independent Claim 24 and Claims 25-27
 

depending therefrom, which recite an interface connected between a car stereo system and a

plurality of auxiliary input sources. The Office Action attempts to equate the portable

computing device disclosed in fllcfl with the interface of the present invention. However, such

a comparison is entirely unfounded. As a threshold matter, the system disclosed by Law is

merely a portable computer system that can be docked with a custom-manufactured car stereo

system having a receptable for receiving the portable computer system. 113.12% is entirely

unconcerned with integrating an extemal audio device, which is ordinarily alien to and

incompatible with a car stereo system, for use with the car stereo system. Further, any

discussion of an “interface” in Falcon is limited to a graphical user interface. This is an entirely

different concept than the interface of the present invention, which includes a physical interface

device connected between a car stereo system and an external audio source (e. g., a plurality of

auxiliary input sources).
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Moreover, the portable computing device of Falcon is not connected between a car stereo

system and a plurality of auxiliary input sources. Indeed, the portable computer of Falcon is
 

incapable of being connected to a plurality of auxiliary input sources. The Office Action points

to an optical disc slot in the car stereo of Falcon, in addition to disclosure in the specification

relating to coupling peripheral devices to an appliance, in an effort to show an interface

connected between a plurality of auxiliary input sources. However, it is clear that Falcon does
 

not teach or suggest connecting auxiliary input sources to its portable computing device.

Accordingly, Falcon not only fails to disclose an interface, but it also fails to disclose connecting

the interface between a car stereo and a plurality of auxiliary input sources as claimed by

Applicant.

Falcon also fails to disclose “means for processing and dispatching commands for
 

controlling an audio device connected to one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the

car stereo in a format compatible with the audio device; means for processing and displaying

data from the audio device on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car

stereo; and means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo”

as recited in Claims 24-27. Falfl fails whatsoever to disclose controlling an audio device

connected to one of a plurality of auxiliary input sources by processing and dispatching

commands for controlling the audio device. Rather, m merely discloses sending data (e.g.,

an MP3 file) from the portable computing device to an appliance (see col. 6, lines 20-31).

Further, Em fails to disclose processing and displaying data from an audio device on the

display of a car stereo, in a format compatible with the car stereo. Rather, the car stereo of

Falcon only includes a small display 202 (see FIGS. 4-6) for displaying information relating to a
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radio station or a disc. Absolutely no capability is provided for displaying information from an

external audio device on the display 202 of Falcon. The Office Action points to the display of

the portable computing device of Falcon as the display of the car stereo, but this argument is hard
 

to accept because the portable computing device of Falcon is also identified in the Office Action

as the interface of the present invention. Moreover, Falcon fails to disclose means for selecting

one of a plurality of auxiliary input sources connected to an interface, using the car stereo. As

such, Falcon fails to disclose each element of Claims 24-27.
 

Falcon fails to disclose each element of independent Claim 42, as amended herein, and
 

Claims 43-46 depending therefrom. Claim 42, as amended herein, recites a storage area remote

from a car stereo for storing a portable device. Falcon is devoid of any such feature. Rather,

Falcon merely discloses a receptacle for receiving a portable computing device, which is integral
 

with a car stereo and not remote therefrom. As such, Claims 42-46 are patentable over Falcon.

Falcon fails to disclose each element of independent Claim 47, as amended herein, and
 

Claims 48-54 depending therefrom. Claim 47, as amended, recites the step of generating and

transmitting a presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operation

state response to external signals. The Office Action implies, without any supporting

disclosure, that such a feature is inherent in the portable computing device of EM- However,

Falcon is wholly devoid of any such feature. While the portable computing device disclosed in
 

Falcon can display different graphical user interface screens depending on the type of appliance
 

with which the computer is docked, Falcon is entirely absent any disclosure relating to

generating and transmitting a device presence signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in
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an operation state responsive to external signals. As such, Claims 47—54 are patentable over

m.

Applicant submits that independent Claim 55 and dependent Claims 56-62 are also

patentable over Falcon. Each of these claims recites "means for generating a device presence

signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state" responsive to a portable MP3 player. Falcon is wholly devoid of any such
 

features. m provides no such functionality. The Office Action points to col. 4, lines 16-24

ofm as disclosing this feature. However, the quoted excerpt only discloses that the portable

computing device ofm identifies the type of appliance to which it is connected, so that an

appropriate graphical user interface can be displayed on the portable computing device.

Absolutely no disclosure is provided related to generating a device presence signal and

transmitting such a signal to a car stereo. As such, Applicant submits that Claims 55-62 are

patentable over Falcon.

Applicant submits that independent Claim 63 and dependent Claims 64-71 are also

patentable over Falcon. Each of these claims recites "a car stereo; a satellite receiver external

to the car stereo;" and "an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite

receiver. . .." Falcon is wholly devoid of any such features. As established above, Falcon fails to
 

disclose an interface connected between a car stereo and an external audio device, such as an

satellite receiver. Rather, Falcon merely discloses a portable computing device that can be

docked with a car stereo. The portable computing device does not include any capability for

being connected between a car stereo and an external satellite receiver. Moreover, Falcon fails
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whatsoever to disclose a satellite receiver external to a car stereo. As such, Applicant submits

that Claims 63-71 are patentable over Falcon.

Applicant further submits that independent Claim 81, and Claim 82 depending therefrom,

is patentable over Lam. Each of these claims recites "a car stereo; a video device external to

the car stereo;" and "an interface connected between the car stereo and the video

device. . .." m is entirely absent any such features. m merely discloses that an

appliance to which the portable computing device is docked may include a CD or a DVD drive.

However, m fails to disclose an interface connected between a car stereo and an external

video device. Indeed, the portable computing device cannot be connected between a car stereo

and an external satellite receiver —— it is nothing more than a portable computer, not a device for

integrating two products together. As such, Applicant submits that Claims 81-82 are patentable

over Falcon.
 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of Claims 1-13, 15-23, 30-38, and 40-41 as

being obvious over Falfl in View of Yasuhara. First, independent Claim 1 and Claims 2-13 and

14-25 each recite a car stereo, an after-market audio device external to the car stereo, and an

interface connected between the car stereo and the audio device for exchanging data and

audio signals between the car stereo and the audio device. m fails whatsoever to

disclose an interface connected between a car stereo and an after-market audio device for

exchanging data and audio signals between the car stereo and the audio device. Yasuhara fails to

cure this deficiency. While Yasuhara discloses an external input terminal unit that can be

connected to an external device such as a video game or a video camera, absolutely no disclosure

27

ME1\5829675.l

Page 1211 of 1462



Page 1212 of 1462

n .i

is provided of an interface that can exchange data between the car stereo and an after-market

audio device, such as disc information, track information, artist information, song titles, etc.

Rather, the external input terminal unit of Yasuhara merely ports audio and video from a video

game or a video camera to a display of an existing car stereo system.

Second, neither m nor Yasuhara, taken alone or in combination, teach or suggest

means for processing and displaying data from an audio device on the display of a car

stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo, as recited in Claims 1-13 and 15—23. Fa_1cop

provides absolutely no ability to display data from an after-market external device on a display

of a car stereo. Yasuhara is similarly deficient. Although Yasuhara discloses displaying video

information from a DVD player or an external source (connected to the external input terminal

unit) on a display connected to an extension unit, Yasuhara is entirely absent of any disclosure

relating to displaying da_ta from an after-market device on a display of a car stereo, much less

processing such data into a format compatible with the car stereo. Simply put, Yasuhara only

allows raw audio or Video signals to be sent to a car display; it does not allow any textual data,

such as a track number, a disc number, a song title, and artist name, a channel name, etc.,

generated by an after—market device to be displayed on a display of a car stereo.

For similar reasons, Applicant submits that Claims 30-38 and 40-41 are patentable over

m in view of Yasuhara. First, each of these claims recites the limitations of receiving

control commands from a car stereo at an interface and processing the control commands

into a format compatible with an after-market device connected to the interface and

dispatching processed control commands to the after-market device. Falcon is entirely
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absent any such feature. The portable computing device ofM cannot be controlled by the

car stereo disclosed therein. Yasuhara is similarly deficient. An external device, such as a Video .

game or video camera, connected to the external input terminal unit of Yasuhara, cannot be

controlled by a car stereo (in this case, the head unit of Yasuhara). Rather, the external video

device merely sends raw audio and video signals to the external input terminal unit. Second,

neither reference, taken alone or in combination, teaches or suggests processing data from an

after-market device into a second format compatible with a car stereo and displaying the

processed data on the car stereo, as set forth in Claims 30-38 and 40-41. The car stereo of

Falcon cannot display data from an afier—market device on the display of the car stereo.
 

Similarly, the head unit (car stereo) of Yasuhara cannot display data from an external device

connected to the external input terminal unit. Rather, only raw audio and video signals are

ported from the external device through the external input terminal unit. As such, Applicants

submit that Claims 30-38 and 40-41 are patentable over Falcon in view of Yasuhara, taken alone

or in combination.

Applicant submits that Claims 43 and 46 are patentable over m in view of @113.

For reasons set forth previously, m does not teach or suggest all of the elements of

underlying independent Claim 42. BM does not remedy these deficiencies. H_ollfld makes

no mention of a car stereo or attachment of a device to a car stereo. As such, Applicant submits

that Claims 43 and 46 are patentable over Falcon in view of Holland.

Applicant submits that Claims 72-80 are patentable over Falcon in View of Chatzipetros,

et a1. Claims 72-80 each recite an interface connected between a car stereo and a digital
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audio broadcast receiver. Falcon is wholly devoid of any such disclosure. As discussed at
 

length above, the portable computing device of Falcon is not connectable between a car stereo

and a device external to the car stereo. Chatzipetros, et a1. is likewise entirely deficient.

Chatzipetros, et a1. merely discloses an antenna assembly -- it has nothing to do with an interface

connectable between a car stereo and a digital audio broadcast receiver. Similarly, neither

reference, taken alone or in combination, teaches or suggests means for generating a device

presence signal and transmitting the signal to a car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operation state, as set forth in Claims 72-80. As such, Applicant submits that Claims 72-80 are

patentable over Falcon in view of Chatzipetros, et al., taken alone or in combination.

Applicants have added new Claims 83-87 to further define the present invention. Each of

these claims recites a car stereo; a portable audio device external to the car stereo; an interface

connected between the car stereo and the portable audio device, means for generating a device

presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an

operational state; and means for transmitting audio from the portable audio device to the car

stereo. None of the references cited in the Office Action, taken alone or in any combination,

teach or suggest such features.
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All issues raised in the Office Action are believed to have been addressed. Claims 1-2,

12, 26, 30, 38, 42, 47, S6, 64, and 73 were amended, and Claims 83-87 were added. Claims 1-

13, 15-3 8, and 40-87 are pending and are in condition for allowance. No new matter is believed

to have been added. Re-examination is respectfully requested and favorable action solicited.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: 4[ 51 200g Mark E. Nikolsky
Registration No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-6987

Fax: (973) 297-6624
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NM @610/
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Customer No. 27614 
Stop Amendment

Commissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313~1450

Re: Our file: 99879-00005 Examiner: Kurr, J.

Applicant: Ira Marlowe Art Unit: 2615
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002
Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Response to Office Action
Amendment Transmittal Letter (Small Entity)
Transmittal Sheet

Postcard Receipt

 

CONDITIONAL PETITION

Ifany extension of time is required for the submission ofthe above-identified items, Applicant requests that this
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge any additional charges or any other charges relating to this matter, or
credit any overpayment, to the Deposit Account of the writer, Account No. 503571. A duplicate copy of this letter is
enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

, 5 200$ flaming
Dat Registration No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP
Four Gateway Center
100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-6987
Fax: (973) 297-6624

Check One and Complete:

[:1 CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, postage
prepaid, as “Express Mail Post Office to Addressee,” Mailing Label No. US to the Commissioner for
Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on

E CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class
Mail, postage repaid, to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313 1450

on Q/ 5 [2009 -
Mark E. Nikolsky
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AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER (Small Entity) Docket No.

Applicant(s): Ira Marlowe 99879-00005

Application No. Filing Date Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

III/316,96 12/11/2002 Kurr, J.

.io Device Integration System

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS:

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application.

3| Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below.

CLAIMS AS AMENDED

CLAIMS REMAINING HIGHEST # NUMBER EXTRA ADDITIONALRATE

AFTER AMENDMENT PREV PAID FOR CLAIMS PRESENT FEE

0

'Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) [3 $0.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT $225.00

No additional fee is required for amendment.

Please charge Deposit Account No. 503571 in the amount of $225.00

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR. 1.16.

[XI Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17.

CI Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

WARNING: Information on t is form may become public. Credit card information should not be
- credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

 

Dated: 09/05/2006 

' Mark E- Nikolsky I certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the

Reg. No. 48,319 United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class
_ McCarter & English, LLP mail in an envelope addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, P.O.. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on
Four Gateway Center 09(05/2006

100 Mulberry Street (Date)
Newark, NJ 07102-4056

; Tel.: 973-639-6987 M‘ Fax: 973-297-6624 6
I 'gnature afPersan Mailing Corresp

Mark E. Nikolsky

Typed or Printed Name ofPerson Mailing Correspondence
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United Slates Puma! and Trademark Office
Addams: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

PO. Box 1450
Almmhia, Vixginix 22313-1450www.mpw.gov

10/316,961 12l1 1/2002 1m Marlowe 9809/1 4879

MICHAEL R FRISCIA KURR, JASON RICHARD
MCCARTER & ENGLISH
FOUR GATEWAY CENTER
100 MULBERRY STREET 2615

NEWARK, NJ 07102 DATE MAILED: 06/05/2006

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

PTO~90C (Rev. 10/03)

Page 1219 of 1462



Page 1220 of 1462

 

Application No. Applicant(s)
   

 10/316,961 MARLOWE. IRA

Office Action Summary Examiner

”—-
- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --

Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE g MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(3). In no event, however. may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute. cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication. even if timely filed. may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)IXI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 December 2002.

2a)I:I This action is FINAL. 2mg This action is non-final.

3)I:] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters. prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 0.6. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)IZI Claim(s) 1-82 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above Claim(s) 14 and 39 is/are withdrawn from consideration.

 
5)EI Claim(s)_ is/are allowed.

6). Claim(s) 1-13 15—38 and 40-82 is/are rejected.

7)[:I Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

8)L__I Claim(s)_are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)I:I The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

10m The drawing(s) filed on 11 December 2002 is/are: a)IZ accepted or b)|:l objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

11)I:| The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12):] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)—(d) or (f).

8)]: All b)[:| Some " c)[:] None of:

1.I:| Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2.I:I Certified copies of the priority documents'have been received in Application No._

3C] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Objections

Claims 2, 26, 38, 47, 56, 64 and 73 are objected to because of the following

informalities:

Claims 2, 47, 56, 64 and 73 contain the acronym OEM, which is not described in

the claim as being limited to “Original Equipment Manufacturers" as disclosed in the

specification.

Claims 26 and 38 contain the acronym DAB, which is not described in the claim

as being limited to “Digital Audio Broadcasting” as disclosed in the specification.

Appropriate correction is required.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)
of such treaty in the English language.

Claims 24-27, 42, 44-45, 55, 58-63, 66-71 and 81-82 are rejected under 35

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Falcon (US 6,993,615 82).
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With respect to claim 24, Falcon discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); a plurality of auxiliary input sources (fig.3 #210,

col.6 ln.66-67, col.7 |n.1-4, “peripheral device"); an interface (fig.4 #102) connected

between the car stereo and the plurality of auxiliary input sources; means for processing

and dispatching commands (fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190) for controlling an audio device

connected to one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo in a

format compatible with the audio device (col.6 |n.20-31); means for processing and

displaying data from the audio device on a display of the car stereo in a format

compatible with the car stereo (fig.4 #218, co|.8 ln.18-23); and means for selecting one

of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo (fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190

, col.9 |n.13-24).

With respect to claim 25, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein the

means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources comprises a disc or

track selection (col.8 |n.20-26) entered by a user using control buttons (fig.3

#182,184,186,188,190) of the car stereo.

With respect to claim 26, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein the

audio device comprises a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, satellite receiver, or

DAB receiver (co|.9 ln.16-19).
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With respect to claim 27, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 24, wherein a

device type of the audio device is automatically detected by the interface and the audio

device is automatically integrated with the car stereo based upon the device type (col.4

|n.25—42).

With respect to claim 44, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein the

data port comprises an RS-232 or USB port (col.6 |n.66-67, col.7 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 45, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 42, wherein the

storage area further comprises a top portion and a bottom portion defining a sleeve for

holding the portable audio device (fig.6 #330, co|.10 ln.19—25).

With respect to claim 55, Falcon discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); a portable MP3 player (col.5 ln.20-31, col.6 |n.66-

67) external to the car stereo; an interface (fig.4 #102) connected between the car

stereo and the portable MP3 player; means for generating a device presence signal and

transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state

(col.4 |n.16-24); and means for transmitting audio from the portable MP3 player to the

car stereo (col.7 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 58, Falcon discloses the system of claim 55, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the portable
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MP3 player from the car stereo in a format compatible with the portable MP3 player

(col.7 ln.37-42, fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190).

With respect to claim 59, Falcon discloses the system of claim 58, further

comprising means for processing and displaying data from the portable MP3 player on a

display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo (fig.4 #218, col.8

ln.18—40).

With respect to claim 60, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 59, wherein the

data comprises track and time information (col.8 ln.20-26).

With respect to claim 61, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 59, wherein the

data comprises song title and artist information (col.8 ln.26-30).

With respect to claim 62, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 59, wherein the

commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car

stereo (fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190).

With respect to claim 63, Falcon discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); a satellite radio receiver (col.6 ln.41-48, col.6

|n.66-67) external to the car stereo; an interface (fig.4 #102) connected between the car

stereo and the satellite radio receiver; means for generating a device presence signal
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and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational

state (col.4 ln.16-24); and means for transmitting audio from the satellite radio receiver

to the car stereo (col.7 ln.1-4).

With respect to claim 66, Falcon discloses the system of claim 63, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the satellite

radio receiver from the car stereo in a format compatible with the satellite radio receiver

(col.7 |n.37-42, fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190).

With respect to claim 67, Falcon discloses the system of claim 66, further

comprising means for processing and displaying data from the satellite radio receiver on

a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo (fig.4 #218, col.8

ln.18—40).

With respect to claim 68, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein the

data comprises track and time information (col.8 ln.20—26).

With respect to claim 69, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein the

data comprises song title and artist information (col.8 ln.26-30).

With respect to claim 70, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein the

date comprises a channel number and a channel name (col.6 |n.41-47)
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With respect to claim 71, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 67, wherein the

commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car

stereo (119.3 #182,184,186,188,190).

With respect to claim 81, Falcon discloses a device for integrating video

information for use with a car stereo, comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); a video

device external to the car stereo (col.6 ln.60-63, col.7 |n.1-4); an interface (fig.4 #102)

connected between the car stereo and the video device; means for generating a device

presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo

in an operational state (co|.4 |n.16-24); and means for transmitting video information

from the video device to the car stereo (co|.7 ln.1-4).

With respect to claim 82. Falcon discloses the device of claim 81, further

comprising means for converting the video information into a format compatible with the

car stereo. It is inherent that the interface (#102) converts video from an external DVD

drive into a format compatible with the car stereo in order to display the content of the
I

disk (co|.6 ln.60—66).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-13, 15-23, 30-38 and 40—41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Falcon (US 6,993,615 82) in view of Yasuhara (US

2003/0053638 A1).

With respect to claim 1, Falcon discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); an audio device external to the car stereo (col.6

|n.66—67, col.7 |n.1—4, “peripheral device”); an interface (fig.4 #102) connected between

the car stereo and the audio device for exchanging data and audio signals between the

car stereo and the audio device (col.6 |n.10-31); means for processing and dispatching

commands (fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190) for controlling the audio device from the car

stereo in a format compatible with the audio device (col.6 |n.20-31); means for

processing and displaying data (fig.4 #218) from the audio device on a display of the car

stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo (co|.8 |n.18-23).

Falcon does not disclose expressly means for switching to one or more auxiliary

input sources connected to the interface if the audio device is disconnected from the

interface.

Yasuhara discloses the switching of audio sources in response to the

disconnection of an audio device (pg.9 [0131] “ejection of the medium").
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the switching of audio sources as disclosed by Yasuhara in the

invention of Falcon.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user with continuous

reproduced audio by switching to an alternate source upon the termination of another

source such as the ejection of a CD. This would allow a user to continuously listen to

audio without having to manually change an input source mode.

With respect to claim 2, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however does

not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo. Falcon does

disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is

docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 ln.25-42). At the

time of the invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be

an OEM car stereo. The motivation for making the appliance an OEM stereo would

have been to allow a user to have the functions of the interface, such as integration with

satellite radio, without having to spend extra money on an after market car stereo.

With respect to claim 3, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however does

not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo. Falcon does

disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is

docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the

time of the invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be
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an after market car stereo. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user

to upgrade their car stereo and still be able to use the interface’s functions such

integration with a satellite receiver.

With respect to claim 4, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

audio device comprises a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, Digital Audio Broadcast

(DAB) receiver, or satellite receiver (col.9 ln.16-19).

With respect to claim 5, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

interface further comprises a plug-and-play mode for automatically detecting a device

type of the audio device and integrating the audio device based upon the device type

(col.4 ln.25-42).

With respect to claim 6, Falcon discloses The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

interface generates a CD player presence signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state

responsive to processed data and audio signals (fig.2, co|.4 ln.20-24).

With respect to claim 7, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data comprises track and time information (co|.8 ln.20-26).
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With respect to claim 8, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data comprises song title and artist information (col.8 ln.26-30).

With respect to claim 9, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data comprises channel number and channel name information (col.6 |n.41-47).

With respect to claim 10, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data comprises video information (col.6 |n.60-63). It is implicit that a DVD is capable of

reproducing a video signal and the system of Falcon is capable of reading video

information from a DVD with the optical disk drive (col.6 |n.63-66).

With respect to claim 11, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data is displayed as a menu on the display of the car stereo (fig.4 #218).

With respect to claim 12, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

data is displayed in a graphical interface on a graphic panel (fig.4 #218).

With respect to claim 13, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the

commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons (fig.3

#182,184,186,188,190) or presets on the car stereo (col.7 ln.37-42).
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With respect to claim 15, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein

audio signals from the one or more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to

the car stereo by the interface (col.6 ln.66-67, co|.7 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 16, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein a

user can select between the one or more auxiliary input sources by depressing keys

(fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190) on the car stereo (col.9 |n.13—24).

With respect to claim 17, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however fails

to disclose wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources by entering a

disc number at the car stereo. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art to

enter disc numbers on a car stereo to control auxiliary input sources such as a CD disk

changer. It would have been obvious to include this feature in the car stereo of Falcon

in order to control the selection of a CD without having a user manually change disks.

This would allow a user to focus on driving the vehicle while the system changes the

disk selection.

With respect to claim 18, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein a

user can select one of the auxiliary input sources by entering a track number at the car

stereo (co|.8 |n.20-26).
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With respect to claim 19, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, however fails

to disclose wherein a user can select one of the auxiliary input sources by entering both

disc and track numbers at the car stereo. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in

the art to enter disc and track numbers on a car stereo to control auxiliary input sources

such as a CD disk changer. It would have been obvious to include this feature in the

car stereo of Falcon in order to control the selection of a CD and track without having a

user manually change disks. This would allow a user to focus on driving the vehicle

while the system changes the disk selection.

With respect to claim 20, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, wherein a

user can select between the audio device and the one or more auxiliary input sources

by entering a sequence at the car stereo (col.8 ln.45-50).

With respect to claim 21, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 20, wherein the

sequence comprises a track up selection followed by a track down selection (fig.4

#206,208, col.8 In. 1 -7).

With respect to claim 22, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 1, further

comprising a second interface (fig.4 #216) connected to the first interface for providing a

plurality of auxiliary input sources.
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With respect to claim 23, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 22, wherein

both the first interface and the second interface are controllable using the car stereo

(col.6 |n.20-31).

With respect to claim 30, Falcon discloses a method for integrating a device with

a car stereo comprising: connecting an interface (fig.4 #102) to the car stereo (fig.4

#100) and the device (fig.4 #210) to the interface, and an auxiliary input source to the

interface (col.6 |n.66-67. col.7 ln.1-4, “peripheral device"); receiving control commands

from the car stereo at the interface (col.3 |n.34—40); processing the control commands

into a format compatible with the device and dispatching processed control commands

to the device (col.6 |n.20-25); receiving data and audio from the device at the interface

(col.6 |n.60-63); processing the data into a second format compatible with the car stereo

and dispatching the audio and processed data to the car stereo (col.6 |n.20—25); and

displaying the processed data on the car stereo and playing the audio through the car

stereo (co|.8 |n.20-25).

Falcon does not disclose expressly wherein audio is played from the auxiliary

input source through the car stereo if the device is disconnected from the interface.

Yasuhara discloses the switching of audio sources in response to the

disconnection of an audio device (pg.9 [0131] “ejection of the medium").

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the switching of audio sources as disclosed by Yasuhara in the

invention of Falcon.
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The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a user with continuous

reproduced audio by switching to an alternate source upon the termination of another

source such as the ejection of a CD. This would allow a user to continuously listen to

audio without having to manually change an input source mode.

With respect to claim 31, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving CD track and time

information from the device (col.8 ln.20-26).

With respect to claim 32, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving MP3 song, title, track, and

time information from the device (col.8 |n.20-26).

With respect to claim 33, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving channel number', channel

name, artist, and song information from the device (col.6 ln.41-47, col.8 ln.18—40).

With respect to claim 34, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of receiving data from the device comprises retrieving video information from the

device (col.6 ln.60-63). lt is implicit that a DVD is capable of reproducing a video signal

and the system of Falcon is capable of reading video information from a DVD with the
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optical disk drive (col.6 |n.63-66).

With respect to claim 35, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of displaying the processed data comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel

(col.7 |n.37-42). It is implicit that the touchscreen display of Falcon can be made from a

LCD panel.

With respect to claim 36, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of displaying the processed data comprises displaying the data in a graphical user

interface at the car stereo (col.7 |n.37-42).

With respect to claim 37, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, wherein the

step of displaying processed data comprises displaying video at the car stereo (col.6

|n.60-63). It is implicit that a DVD is capable of reproducing a video signal and the

system of Falcon is capable of reading video information from a DVD with the optical

disk drive (col.6 |n.63-66).

With respect to claim 38, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30. wherein the

step of connecting the audio device to the interface comprises connecting a CD player,

CD changer, MP3 player, satellite receiver. or DAB receiver to the interface (co|.9 |n.16-

19).
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With respect to claim 40, Falcon discloses the method of claim 30, further

comprising receiving a selection command from the car stereo and channeling data and

audio from the auxiliary input source to the interface in response to the selection

command (col.9 |n.13-24). It is implied that when the interface (#102) selects a media

source the data from the source would be channeled to the car stereo.

With respect to claim 41, Falcon discloses the method of claim 40, further

comprising processing the data from the auxiliary input source for display on the car

stereo (col.9 |n.21—24).

Claims 28—29, 47-54, 56-57 and 64-65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as

being unpatentable over Falcon (US 6,993,615 BZ).

With respect to claim 28, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 24, however

does not disclose expressly wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary input

mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo. Falcon discloses that the

interface is switchable between two modes, first a docked mode and second an

undocked mode (co|.7 |n.1-4, co|.8 |n.18-26) wherein the docked mode controls auxiliary

input devices (col.9 |n.13-24). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to

control this docked mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo. The

motivation for doing so would have been to give a user the option of selecting different

input sources for reproduction in the vehicle. This would allow a user to choose

between different types of media such as DVD’s, satellite radio. or navigational
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systems.

With respect to claim 29, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 28. wherein the

control sequence comprises a track up command followed by a track down command

(fig.4 #206,208, co|.8 |n.2—3).

With respect to claim 47, Falcon discloses a method of integrating an after-

market device (col.6 |n.66-67, co|.7 ln.1-4, “peripheral device”) with a car stereo (fig.4

#200) comprising: connecting the after-market device to an interface (fig.4 #102);

connecting the interface to a car stereo; determining whether the car stereo is an OEM

car stereo or an after-market car stereo (col.4 |n.25-42); if the car stereo is an after-

market car stereo, generating and transmitting a presence signal to the car stereo to

maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive to external signals; and

selectively channeling data and audio signals from the after-market device to the car

stereo using the interface. it is implied that the car stereo would remain responsive to

external signals when docked with interface (#102). Falcon discloses that the interface

is capable of controlling external signals from peripheral devices (col.9 ln.13-24); hence

the interface selectively channels data from the after-market devices to the car stereo.

Falcon does not disclose expressly wherein the car stereo is an OEM or after-

market car stereo. Falcon does disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the

type of appliance in which it is docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the

appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious that
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the appliance of Falcon could be either an OEM or after market car stereo. The

motivation for allowing the car stereo to be either OEM or after market would'have been

to allow a user to use the interface no matter what type of stereo is in his or her vehicle.

With respect to claim 48, Falcon discloses the method of claim 47, further

comprising receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface (co|.7 |n.37-

42).

With respect to claim 49, Falcon discloses the method of claim 48, further

comprising converting the control commands into a format recognizable by the after-

market audio device (col.10 |n.42-49).

With respect to claim 50, Falcon discloses the method of claim 49; further

comprising dispatching formatted commands to the after-market audio device for

execution thereby (co|.7 |n.1-4).

With respect to claim 51, Falcon discloses the method of claim 47, further

comprising converting data received at the interface from the after-market audio device

into a format compatible with the car stereo (col.10 |n.42-49).
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With respect to claim 52, Falcon discloses the method of claim 51; further

comprising displaying formatted data on the car stereo (col.8 |n.20—40).

With respect to claim 53, Falcon discloses the method of claim 52, wherein the

step of displaying formatted data comprises displaying channel numbers, channel

names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car stereo (col.8 |n.20-40).

With respect to claim 54, Falcon discloses the method of claim 52, wherein the

step of displaying formatted data comprises displaying video on the car stereo (col.6

|n.60-63). It is implicit that a DVD is capable of reproducing a video signal and the

system of Falcon is capable of reading video information from a DVD with the optical

disk drive (co|.6 |n.63-66).

With respect to claim 56, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 55, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo. Falcon does disclose

wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is docked to,

for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (co|.4 |n.25-42). At the time of the

invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be an OEM car

stereo. The motivation for making the appliance an OEM stereo would have been to

allow a user to have the functions of the interface, such as integration with satellite

radio, without having to spend extra money on an after market car stereo.
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With respect to claim 57, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 55, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo. Falcon does

disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is

docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the

time of the invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be

an after market car stereo. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user

to upgrade their car stereo and still be able to use the interface’s functions such

integration with a satellite receiver.

With respect to claim 64, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo. Falcon does disclose

wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is docked to,

for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the time of the

invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be an OEM car

stereo. The motivation for making the appliance an OEM stereo would have been to

allow a user to have the functions of the interface, such as integration with satellite

radio, without having to spend extra money on an after market car stereo.

With respect to claim 65, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo. Falcon does

disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is

docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the
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time of the invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be

an after market car stereo. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user

to upgrade their car stereo and still be able to use the interface's functions such

integration with a satellite receiver.

Claims 43 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable

over Falcon (US 6,993,615 82) in view of Holland (US 2002/0085730 A1).

With respect to claim 43, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 42, however

fails to disclose further comprising a hinge for connecting the top member and bottom

member at an edge thereof.

Holland discloses an apparatus for docking with a portable device further

comprising a hinge (pg.1 [0009]) for connecting a top member (fig.2 #5) and a bottom

member (fig.2 #3) at an edge thereof.

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the hinge of Holland in the invention of Falcon.

The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a closable case for the

portable interface of Falcon. This would give the interface a protective case that can

reduce risks of damage to the interface while in the docked position.

With respect to claim 46, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 42 in view of

Holland, further comprising a clasp (Holland: fig.4 #9) for retaining the top and bottom
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members in a closed position (Holland: pg.2 [0024][0025]).

Claims 72-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over

Falcon (US 6,993,615 82) in view of Chatzipetros et al (US 6,295,033 Bi).

With respect to claim 72, Falcon discloses an audio device integration system

comprising: a car stereo (fig.4 #200); an external device (col.6 In.66-67, col.7 ln.1-4,

“peripheral device"); an interface (fig.4 #102) connected between the car stereo and the

external device; means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state (col.4 ln.16-

24); and means for transmitting audio from the'external device to the car stereo (co|.7

ln.1-4).

Falcon does not disclose expressly wherein the external device is a digital audio

broadcast receiver.

Chatzipetros discloses digital audio broadcast receiver (fig.8 #30) capable of

being installed in a vehicle (col.4 In.63-65).

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary

skill in the art to use the digital audio broadcast receiver of Chatzipetros as the external

device in the invention of Falcon. The motivation for doing so would have been to

provide a user with capability of listening to digital audio broadcasts.

With respect to claim 73, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo. Falcon does disclose
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wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is docked to.

for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25—42). At the time of the

invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be an OEM car

stereo. The motivation for making the appliance an OEM stereo would have been to

allow a user to have the functions of the interface, such as integration with satellite

radio, without having to spend extra money on an after market car stereo.

With respect to claim 74, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 63, however

fails to disclose wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo. Falcon does

disclose wherein the interface (fig.4 #102) identifies the type of appliance in which it is

docked to, for the purpose of communicating with the appliance (col.4 |n.25-42). At the

time of the invention it would have been obvious that the appliance of Falcon could be

an after market car stereo. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user

to upgrade their car stereo and still be able to use the interface’s functions such

integration with a satellite receiver.

With respect to claim 75, Falcon discloses the system of claim 72, further

comprising means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the digital

audio broadcast receiver from the car stereo in a format compatible with the digital

audio broadcast receiver (col.7 |n.37-42, fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190).
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With respect to claim 76, Falcon discloses the system of claim 75, further

comprising means for processing and displaying data from the digital audio broadcast

receiver on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo (fig.4

#218, col.8 |n.18-40).

With respect to claim 77, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein the

data comprises track and time information (col.8 ln.20-26).

With respect to claim 78, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein the

data comprises song title and artist information (co|.8 ln.26-30).

With respect to claim 79, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein the

date comprises a channel number and a channel name (co|.6 |n.41-47)

With respect to claim 80, Falcon discloses the apparatus of claim 76, wherein the

commands are input by a user using one or more control buttons or presets on the car

stereo (fig.3 #182,184,186,188,190).

Conclusion

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to

applicant's disclosure.

Beckert et al (US 5,794,164) discloses a vehicle computer system.
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Jason R. Kurr whose telephone number is (571) 272-

0552. The examiner can normally be reached on MvF 10:00am to 6:30pm.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor. Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 273-8300. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.usptogov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786—9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571—272-1000.
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US'PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

    

  
 

 $1 and (interface dock$3)  2006/05/24 12:57

  
 

  
 
 

  
  
  
 

 
 

  
  
 

S2 and mp3  2006/05/24 13:18

 2006/05/24 13:28

   2006/05/24 13:46 
  

 2006/05/24 15:41

  

 2006/05/24 15:46

  (cassette near player).ti. 2006/05/24 15:50  

 

 

  

 $8 and hinge  2006/05/24 15:51

 

 

 

 
381/334.cc|s.  2006/05/24 15:52

  
 

 

 docking with usb 2006/05/24 16:03

 

 

 
 

S11 and mp3  2006/05/24 16:07

 
 

 

 docking near station  2006/05/24 16:08

  
 

 

 $13 and radio and usb OFF 2006/05/24 16:13

 
 

 $14 and (mp3 near player) 2006/05/24 16:08

   
  

  
 

radio and usb OFF 2006/05/24 16:13

  $16 and (mp3 near player) 2006/05/24 16:16

   
 

  
 

510 and usb 2006/05/24 16:17

  portable near player 2006/05/24 16:17

  519 and (usb with dock$3) 2006/05/24 16:21
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521

$22

$23

$24

$25

$26

$27

$28

529

S30

S31

S32

S33

S34

S35

S36

S37

S38

S39

S40

S41

S42

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

35

2765

1460

287

336

1076

13

EAST Search History 

519 and ((usb universal) with US—PGPUB;
dock$3) USPAT

portable and dock$3 and (usb or US-PGPUB;
(universal near serial near bus)) USPAT

$22 and radio US-PGPUB;
USPAT

523 and mp3 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

automatic$4 with switch$3 with US-PGPUB;
source with disconnect$3 USPAT

$25 and "381".clas. US—PGPUB;
USPAT

automatic$4 with source with US-PGPUB;
disconnect$3 USPAT

$27.and "381".clas. US—PGPUB;
USPAT

S28 not 526 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

S25 and stereo US—PGPUB;
USPAT

S30 not 526 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

switch$3 with audio with source US-PGPUB;

with (stereo player) USPAT

"381".clas. US-PGPUB;
USPAT

S32 and S33 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

scan$4 with source with US—PGPUB;
disconnect$3 USPAT

S35 and S33 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

S35 and S33 US-PGPUB;
USPAT

 
S35 and stereo US-PGPUB;

USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

S35 and audio

(rout$3 with source) and (source
with disconnect$3)

S40 and S33

 

(detect$3 adj3 source) with
(connect$5 disconnect$5)

 
 

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

 
ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

ON

 

2006/05/24 16:22

2006/05/24 16:23

2006/05/24 16:23

2006/05/24 21:18

2006/05/24 21 :26

2006/05/24 21:23

2006/05/24 21:23

2006/05/24 21 :23

  
2006/05/24 21:23

2006/05/24 21:26

2006/05/24 21:28

2006/05/24 21:29

2006/05/24 21:29

2006/05/24 21:38

2006/05/24 21:40

2006/05/24 21:39

 
2006/05/24 21:39

2006/05/24 21:40

2006/05/24 21 :40

2006/05/24 21:41

2006/05/24 21:53

2006/05/24 21:55
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S42 and 533

(cd with eject$3) and $33

display with (channel near number)

"381".clas.

S45 and S46

display with satellite with station

548 and S46

display with (satellite near radio)

(cd disc) near changer

381/86.cc|s.

551 and $52

"7006642".pn.

digital with audio with broadcast
with receiver

555 and vehicle

vehicle with stereo and (interfac$3
with system)

EAST Search History

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

US-PGPUB;
USPAT

  
 

2006/05/24 22:20

2006/05/24 22:21

2006/05/25 11:22

2006/05/25 11:22

2006/05/25 11:28

2006/05/25 11:34

2006/05/25 11:29

2006/05/25 15:41

2006/05/25 15 :42

2006/05/25 15 :43

2006/05/25 19:51

2006/05/25 19:52

2006/05/29 19:24

2006/05/29 20:36

2006/05/29 20:37
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450wwuxpioqov

 
MICHAEL R FRISCIA

MCCARTER & ENGLISH

FOUR GATEWAY CENTER

100 MULBERRY STREET

NEWARK NJ 07102
’ COPY MAILED

“APR 2 7 2005

. . OFFICE OF PETITIONS
In re Apphcatlon of
Ira Marlowe :

Application No. 10/316,961 : DECISION ON PETITION

Filed: December 11, 2002 : TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER

Attorney Docket No. 9809/1 : 37 CFR 1.102(d)

This is a decision on the renewed petition under 37 CFR § 1.102(d), filed March 17, 2006, to make .

the above-identified application special based on actual infringement as set forth in M.P.E.P. §

708.02, Section II.

The petition is GRANTED.

A grantable petition to make an application special under 37 CFR § 1.102(d) and MPEP § 708.02,

Section II: Infringement, must be accompanied by the required fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.17(h) and

a statement by the applicant, assignee, or attomey/agent registered to practice before the Office

alleging:

(A) That there is an infringing device or product actually on the market or method in
use;

(B) That a rigid comparison ofthe alleged infringing device, product, or method with

the claims of the application has been made, and that, in his or her opinion, some of

the claims are unquestionably infringed; and

(c) That he or she has made or caused to be made a careful and thorough search of

the prior art or has a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art.

Applicant must provide one copy of each of the references deemed most closely

related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims if said references are not

already of record.
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Application No. 10/316,961 Page 2

The petition complies with all the above stated requirements. Accordingly, the above-identified

application has been accorded “special” status.

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Wan Laymon at 571-272-3220.

All other inquiries concerning either the examination or status of the application should be directed

to the Technology Center.

This matter is being referred to Technology Center AU 2615 for action on the merits commensurate
with decision.

WM»
Amelia Au

Petitions Examiner

Office of Petitions
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“We , ' y 36¢?
lw‘é IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 Customer No. 27614

M ' ‘ 'p Petition
:Petitions Examiner Wan Lamon

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Re: File No.199879-00005

Applicant: Ira Marlowe
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002

Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Renewed Petition to Make Special
Supplemental Declaration of Ira Marlowe
Transmittal Sheet

Postcard Recei tMAN-—
 

CONDITIONAL PETITION ' .

Ifany extension of time is required for the submission of the above-identified items, Applicant requests that this
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge any additional charges or any other charges relating to this matter, or

credit any overpayment, to the Deposit Account of the writer, Account No. 503571. A duplicate copy of this letter is
enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

3 /¢ 2005 mg g
M E.Nikolsky

Date Registration No. 48,319
McCarter & English, LLP
Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-6987
Fax: (973) 297-6624

E CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class
Mail, posta e prepaid, to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on .

allfingOOé - . g- "1
By:

ark E. Nikolsky

MEl\54lOO94.l
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE Ira Marlowe

10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002

Title: Audio Device Integration System

Group Art Unit: 2644

Examiner: Graham, A.

Mail Stop Petition

Attn: Petitions Examiner Wan Lamon
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

 

RENEWED PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL

Pursuant to a telephone call between the undersigned and Petitions Examiner Wan

Laymon, Applicant respectfully submits the within Renewed Petition to Make Special under

MPEP § 708.02 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.102.

On January 12, 2006, Applicant filed a Petition to Make Special on the basis of

infringement. The Petition was dismissed in a Decision dated February 23, 2006. Specifically,

the Decision stated that the Petition lacked a statement by the applicant, assignee, or

attomey/agent registered to practice before the Office that "he or she has made or caused to be

made a careful and thorough search of the prior art or has a good knowledge of the pertinent

prior art." The Decision further states that:

MEI\553581|.1
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A review of the official file indicates that IDS submissions were filed on

March 8, 2004, March 22, 2004 and September 12, 2005. However, the

petition does not indicate whether the IDS submissions already filed are

deemed most closely related to the subject matter. [sic]

Applicant respectfully submits that the dismissal was in error. First, neither 37 CPR. §

1.102(d) nor MPEP § 708.02 require that the statement quoted above regarding Applicant's

previous IDS submissions be made. Second, Applicant complied with all of the requirements of

MPEP § 708.02. As acknowledged in the Decision, Applicant provided the statements required

by MPEP § 708.02(II)(A)-(B), i.e., that an infringing product is actually on the market, that a

rigid comparison of the alleged product with the claims of the application has been made, and

that in the opinion of the Applicant, some of the claims are unquestionably infringed. However,

the Decision incorrectly states that Applicant failed to provide a statement in compliance with

MPEP § 708.02(II)(C). MPEP § 708.02(II)(C) requires a statement that a careful or thorough

search of the prior has been made or caused to be made, or that the Applicant has a good

knowledge of the prior art. The Declaration of Applicant Ira Marlow, which accompanied the

Petition, specifically stated the following in paragraph 10: "Due to my experience in the

automotive electronics field, I have a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art." (emphasis

supplied). Therefore, the requirements of MPEP § 708.02(II)(A)-(C) were met.

Further, MPEP § 708.02(11) only requires that copies of each of the references deemed

most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims be submitted if said

references are not already of record. Applicant complied with this requirement, as copies of

the references deemed most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims were

previously submitted with the [DS's dated March 8, 2004, March 22, 2004, and September 12,

MEI\55358||.]
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2005, and such references are currently of record. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that

the Petition was improperly dismissed.

Notwithstanding the above, Applicant ‘ herewith submits a Renewed Petition. The

accompanying Supplemental Declaration of Ira Marlowe includes a statement (see paragraph 12)

that the IDS submissions filed on March 8, 2004, March 22, 2004, and September 12, 2005 are

what Applicant believes to be most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the

claims of the above—referenced application. It is respectfully submitted that the Renewed

Petition be granted, and that the above-referenced matter be accorded special status.

No fees are believed to be due in connection with this submission, as Applicant

previously submitted the petition fee required by 37 CPR. §§ 1.102(d) and 1.17(h). However,

should any fees be required in connection with this petition, please charge Deposit Account No.

503571.

Date: 31 /%Z 2 00‘6 Respectfully submitted,

Mark E. Nikolsky

Registration No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Tel.: (973) 639-6987

Fax: (973) 297-6624

ME1\553581 M
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant: Ira Marlowe

Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002

Audio Device Integration System

Group Art Unit: 2644

Examiner: Graham, A. 
SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF IRA MARLOWE

I, Ira Marlowe, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am the President of Blitzsafe of America, Inc. ("Blitzsafe") and the inventor of the

subject matter of US. Patent Application Serial No. 10/316,961, filed December 11, 2002 and

entitled "Audio Device Integration System."

2. The above—identified application was initially assigned to Blitzsafe, and has subsequently

been assigned back to me. As such, I am the sole owner of the above-identified application.

3. I submit this declaration in support of a Renewed Petition to Make Special on the basis of

actual infringement.

4. Since the filing date of the above-identified patent application, a number of entities have

manufactured and/or sold audio device integration products having features recited in some of

the claims of the above-identified patent application.

MEI\5350839.I
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5. Attached hereto at Exhibit A is a printout of the website for an entity named VAIS

Technology (www.vaistech.com), showing a SoundLinQ Model SLX Auxiliary Input Adapter

with Satellite Radio Interface currently sold by VAIS Technology.

6. A rigid comparison of the SoundLinQ Model SLX integration device shown in Exhibit A

to the claims of the above-identified application have been made. In my opinion, some of the

claims are unquestionably infringed.

7. Attached hereto at Exhibit B is a copy of an Owner's Manual for an Ipod to Volkswagen

integration device (Model No. PAl 1-VW), which is currently sold by an entity named USA-

SPEC (www.usa-spec.com) and which I recently purchased.

8. A rigid comparison of the USA-SPEC PAl l-VW integration device to the claims of the

above-identified application has been made. In my opinion, some of the claims are

unquestionably infringed.

9. Numerous other manufactures are currently selling audio device integration products with

features identical to the features recited in some of the claims of the above-identified application.

10. Due to my experience in the automotive electronics field, I have a good knowledge of the

pertinent prior art.
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03/13/06 08:30 FAX 2015695042 Blitzsafe .002__ i4

‘f‘Efla—Eole—T297157 (973) 524 7070 ““885 P' 2

11. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) submissions filed on March 8, 2004, March

22, 2004, and September 12, 2005 am: what I believe 10 be most closely related to the subject

matter of the above-identified application.

12. In View of the foregoing, I reSpectfully request that a Petition to Make Special be granted

so as to advance prosecution of the above—identified application.

I hereby certify that all statemcnts made herein of my own knowledge are true, all

statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further certify that these

statements Were made with the Imowledge that willful false statements and the like are

punishable by fine or impn'sonmcnt, or both, under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and may jeopardize the

validity of the application 01' any patent issuing thereon.

Date: March 132 2006_.-—,,..__-  
Ira Marlowe
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Commissioner for Patents

United States Patent and Trademark Office PO, Box 1450
Alemndria. VA 22313-1450“.mmgov

MICHAEL R FRISCIA

MCCARTER & ENGLISH

FOUR GATEWAY CENTER

100 MULBERRY STREET

NEWARK, NJ 07102 COPY MAILED
' ' FEB 2 3 2005

OFFICE OF PETITIONS
In re Application of

Ira Marlowe 2

Application No. 10/316,961 : DECISION ON PETITION

Filed: December 11, 2002 : TO MAKE SPECIAL UNDER

Attorney Docket No. 9809/1 : 37 CFR 1.102(d)

This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR {51. 102(d), filed January 17, 2006, to make the above-

identified application special based on actual infiingement as set forth in M.P.E.P. § 708.02, Section
II.

The petition is DISMISSED.

A grantable petition to make an application special under 37 CFR §1.102(d) and MPEP §708.02,

Section II: Infringement, must be accompanied by the required fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 17(h) and

a statement by the applicant, assignee, or attorney/agent registered to practice before the office

alleging:

(A) That there is an infringing device or product actually on the market or method in
use;

(B) That a rigid comparison of the alleged infringing device, product, or method

with the claims of the application has been made, and that, in his or her opinion,

some of the claims are unquestionably infiinged; and

(C) That he or she has made or caused to be made a careful and thorough search of

the prior art or has a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art

Applicant must provide one copy of each of the references deemed most closely

related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims if said references are not

already of record.

The instant petition lacks item (C) above Petitioner states he “has a good knowledge ofthe pertinent

prior art.” A review of the official file indicates that IDS submissions were filed on March 8, 2004,

March 22, 2004 and September 12, 2005. However, the petition does not indicate whether the IDS
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Application No. 10/3 16,961 Page 2
firb

submissions already been filed/'deemed most closely related to the subject matter. 6%

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows:

By Mail: Mail Stop PETITION
Commissioner for Patents

P. O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions

Randolph Building

401 Dulany Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

By FAX: (571) 273-8300

Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Wan Laymon at 571-272-3220.

All other inquiries concerning either the examination or status of the application should be directed
to the Technology Center.

This matter is being referred to the Technology Center Art Unit 2644 for action in its regular turn

Denise Pothier

Petitions Examiner

Office of Petitions
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 ‘ Customer No. 27614
M1 ‘9' top Petition

" as"? 'ssioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Re: FileNo.:99879-00005 Best Available copy
Applicant: Ira Marlowe
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002

i Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Petition to Make S ecial

wlaration of Ira Marlowe
Check No. 319354 for $130.00
Transmittal Sheet
Postcard Recei t

 

shew“:—
 

CONDITIONAL PETITION

Ifany extension of time is required for the submission of the above—identified items, Applicant requests that this
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge any additional charges or any other charges relating to this matter, or
credit any overpayment, to the Deposit Account of the writer, Account No. 503571. A duplicate copy of this letter is
enclosed.

Respectfully submitted,

. / [Z 2006 rk E. Nikolsky
D te Registration No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP -
Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102 -

, Tel: (973) 639-6987
Fax; (973) 297-6624

IX CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class
Mail, postage prepaid, to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on
/ ’/o7 0G .

Josephine Lobello

MEl\l .5430744
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‘8‘
JAN 1 7 2005

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

Applicant: ‘ Ira Marlowe

Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: . 12/ l 1/2002

Title: Audio Device Integration System

Group Art Unit: 2644

Examiner: Graham, A.

Mail Stop Petition
Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450 '

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL

Pursuant to MPEP § 708.02 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.102, Applicant respectfully petitions the

US. Patent and Trademark Office to grant special status to the above-identified patent

application.

Applicant respectfully requests that the above-identified application be granted special

status on the basis of infringement. As set forth in detail in the Declaration of Ira Marlowe

submitted herewith, Applicant respectfiilly submits that the requirements for a Petition to Make

Special on the basis of infringement have been met. Specifically, Applicant submits that: (a)

there is an infringing device or product actually on the market or method in use; (b) a rigid

comparison of the alleged infringing device, product, or method with the claims of the

application has been made, and that, in Applicant's opinion, some of the claims are

01/18/3006 EMEGRYI 00000013 10316961

01 FC:1464 130.00 0P
ME1\5351100.1
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unquestionably infringed; and (c) Applicant has a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art. See

MPEP § 708.02.

Submitted herewith is the petition fee required by 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.102(d) and 1.17(h).

Should any additional fees be required in connection with this petition, please charge Deposit

Account No. 503571.

Date: /[ /21.2005 Respectfully submitt ,

Mark E. Nikolsky

Registration No. 48,319

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-6987

Fax: (973) 297-6624

MEl\5351 100.]
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DECLARATION OF IRA MARLOWE 
I, Ira Marlowe, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am the President of Blitzsafe of America, Inc. ("Blitzsafe") and the inventor of the

subject matter of US. Patent Application Serial No. 10/316,961, filed December 11, 2002 and

entitled "Audio Device Integration System."

2. The above-identified application was initially assigned to Blitzsafe, and has subsequently

been assigned back to me. As such, I am the sole owner of the above-identified application.

3. I submit this declaration in support of a Petition to Make Special on the basis of actual

infringement.

4. Since the filing date of the above-identified patent application, a number of entities have

manufactured and/or sold audio device integration products having features recited in some of

the claims of the above—identified patent application.

5. Attached hereto at Exhibit A is a printout of the website for an entity named VAIS

Technology (www.vaistech.com), showing a SoundLinQ Model SLX Auxiliary Input Adapter

with Satellite Radio Interface currently sold by VAIS Technology.

6. A rigid comparison of the SoundLinQ Model SLX integration device shown in Exhibit A

to the claims of the above-identified application have been made. In my opinion, some of the

claims are unquestionably infringed.

ME1\5350839.1
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7. Attached hereto at Exhibit B is a copy of an Owner's Manual for an Ipod to Volkswagen

integration device (Model No. PAll-VW), which is currently sold by an entity named USA-

SPEC (www.usa-spec.com) and which I recently purchased.

8. Airigid comparison of the USA-SPEC PAll-VW integration device to the claims of the

above-identified application has been made. In my opinion, some of the claims are

unquestionably infringed.

9. Numerous other manufactures are currently selling audio device integration products with

features identical to the features recited in some of the claims of the above-identified application.

10. Due to my experience in the automotive electronics field, I have a good knowledge of the

pertinent prior art.

11. In view of the foregoing, I respectfully request that a Petition to Make Special be granted

so as to advance prosecution of the above-identified application.
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"01/10/08 05:15 FAX 2015695042 Blitzsafe .001/001
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I hereby certify that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true, all

statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further certify that these

statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like are

punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 USS. § 1001, and may jeopardize the

validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon.

Ira Marlowe
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning

Operations and is not part of the Official Record

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original

documents submitted by the applicant.

Defects in the images include but are not limited tO the items checked:

[I] BLACK BORDERS

El IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES

El FADED TEXT OR DRAWING

CI BLURRED 0R ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING

Cl SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES

D COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS

El GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS

CI LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

El REFERENCE(S) OR EXHlBlT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY

Cl OTHER:

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY.

As rescanning these documents will not correct the image

problems checked, please do not report these problems to

the IFW Image Problem Mailbox.
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PTO/SB/BZ (04-05)
Approved for use through 11/30/2005. OMB 0651-0035

Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
‘:‘~ ired to respond to a collection at information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Application Number 10/316,961
 

 
 

  

 persons are

 
 
 

 
  

 

RevocATioN or Powsa or
ATTORNEY WITH

New POWER OF ATTORNEY __
AND

  CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS ”8794,0005

I hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified application:

I: A Power of Attorney is submitted herewith.

OR

E] I hereby appoint the practitioners associated with the Customer Number:

[2] Please Change the correspondence address for the above-identified application to:

The address associated with 7614
Customer Number:

Firm or . . .
m

McCarter & English, LLP
100 Mulberry Street
Four Gateway Center

(973) 639-8493 mfriscia@mccarter.com

USA

I am the:

El Applicant/l nventor.

D Assignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71
Statement under 37CFR 3. 73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96)

_ SIGNATURE ofA: olicant or Assi- nee of Record

Signature '4
Name ra Marlowe .

Telephone

NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representativets) are required. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required. see below“.

E “Total of 1 forms are submitted.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.36. The inlormalion is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to
complete, including gathering. preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending on the individual case. Any
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief information Officer,
US. Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department 01 Commerce, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED
FORMS TO THlS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2,
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| IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 2 ; K/
Customer No. 27614

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450  
Re: Our file: 99879-00005 Examiner: Graham, Andrew R.

Applicant: Ira Marlowe Art Unit: 2644
Serial No.: 10/316,961 -

Filing Date: 12/11/2002
Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Transmittal of Information Disclosure Statement
Form PTO-1449

Copies of References 9-10 and 12—30 from Form PTO-1449

Revocation of Power of Attorney With New Power of Attorney
and Change of Correspondence Address
Transmittal Sheet

6. Postcard Receipt

PWPE“
.U‘

CONDITIONAL PETITION

If any extension of time is required for the submission of the above—identified items, Applicant requests that this
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge any additional charges or any other charges relating to this matter, or
credit any overpayment, to the Deposit Account of the writer, Account N . 503571. A duplicate copy of this letter is
enclosed.

0112] ,
Date

 
McCarter & English, LLP
Four Gateway Center
100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-8493
Fax: (973) 297-6627

Check One and Complete:
‘71

E] CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, postage
prepaid, as “Express Mail Post Office to Addressee,” Mailing Label No. US to the Commissioner for
Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class

Maila‘stage prepaid, to Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, ,VA 22313-1450on ' ’

. OVW.
nelle Fava
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Docket No.

99879-00005

Application No. Filing Date Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

10/316,961 12/11/2002 Graham, Andrew R.

In Re Application: Ira Marlowe

Payment of Fee
(Only complete it Applicant elects to pay the tee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p))

III A check in the amount of is attached.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 503571
as described below.

E] Charge the amount of
Credit any overpayment.
Charge any additional fee required.

CI Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail

Icertify that this document and authorization to charge deposit ' hereby certify that th'5 correspondence '5 being deposrted
account is being facsimile transmitted to the United States With the United States Postal Servrce wrth suffiCient postage
patem and Trademark office (Fax. No. as first class mail in an envelope addressed to"Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA

2313-1450" [37 CFR 1.B(a)] on(Date) 8 '

Signature ignature ofPerson Mailing Correspondence
Janelle Fava

Typed or Printed Name ofPerson Signing Certificate Typed or Printed Name ofPerson Mailing Certificate

 

  
  

* . . | 1 . .

eggsifatclgo y only be used if paying by

Dated: 01‘“ OS 

Michael R. Friscia

Registration No. 33,88

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-8493

Fax: (973) 297-6627

CC:

 
P10NREV05
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Docket No.

99879-00005

Application N0. Filing Date ‘ Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

In Re Application Of: Ira Marlowe

10/316,961 12/11/2002 Graham, Andrew R.

Title: Auc‘rio De '.-. - egration System

0\PE

Address to:

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

37 CFR 1.97(b)

1. The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international

application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114.

37 CFR 1.97(c)

2. C1 The information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37

CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that

otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of:

Cl the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e);

OR

CI the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). 
Pl DNREVOS
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Docket Number (Optional) Application Number

99879-00005 10/316,961
Applicant(s)
Ira Marlowe

Filing Data Group Art Unit

e . ’9' ,mm nocumms

‘EXAMINER
INITIAL

FILING DATE
IF APPROPRIATE

Bhogal, et al. 711 111 11/03/2000

DOCUMENT NUMBER NAME CLASS SUECLASS

6,629,197 09/30/2003

6,396,164 05/28/2002 Barnea, et al. 307 10.1 10/20/1999

6,330,337 12/11/2001 Nicholson, et al. 381 01/19/2000

5>

6,157 ,725 12/05/2000 Becker 381 12/10/1997

5,339,362 08/16/1994 381 01/07/1992  U.S. PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

 
‘EXAMINER

INITIAL
FILING DATEDOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS 5 UBCLASS

IF APPROPRIATE

386 E 02/15/2002 ,

Mueller, et al. -_03/23/2001

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY cuss suacmss

US 2003/0086699 A1 05/08/2003 Benyamin, et al.

  
7

US 2003/0007649 A1 01/09/2003

US 2001/0044664 A1 11/22/2001

   
OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)  
 
 
 

 

 

 
E'ISound)Gate, Ventura Announce Sophisticated DEM-Integration Interfaces," article from The 12 Volt News, December 2002page

 
 

 
 

 
" product description (3 pages).

DATE CONSIDERED

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
 

Form PTO-A820 P09A/REV05 Patent and Trademark Office ' US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

(also form PTO-1449) SHEET 1 OF 4
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12/1 1/2002 2644

Docket Number (Optional) Application Number
99879—00005

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION ApplicanKS)

(Uxe several sheets ifnecessary) Ira Marlowe

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

‘EXAMINER
INITIAL

FILING DATE
IF APPROPRIATE

Douglas, et al. 312 257 09/26/1986

DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS SUBCLASS

4,772,079 09/20/1988  
  
 

U.S. PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

‘EXAMINER
INITIAL DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE NAME CLASS

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE COUNTRY CLASS suncmss

OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Peninent Pages, Etc.)

"Breaking Protocol A Look at BlitzSafe's New DMX Protocol Converter Technolo y," November 1998 printout from
http://www.blitzsafe.com/blitz_news/newsl01998/body_new5101998.html (2 pages

-."PIE Virtual Catalog," printout from http://web.archive.0rglweb/19981205005802/http:/www.pie.net/sec125b1.htm (2
mm)

EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

FILING DATE
IF APPROPRIATE

SUBCLASS

 

 

    
 

F°"" PTO/‘32" P09A/HEV05 Patent and Trademark Office - u.s. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

(also form PTO-1449) SHEET 2 OF 4x
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_, I Docket Number (Optional) Application Number
‘ 99879-00005 10/316,961
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION Applicant(s)

(Use several sheets ifnecessary) Ira Marlowe
Filing Date Group Art Unit

12/1 1/2002 2644

’Ex‘Mm“ OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)INITIAL

"The UniLink Project," printout from website (2 pages)

"CD Changer Interfaces," printout from http:l/web.archive.org/web/19991012021952/soundgatecom/cd'interhtml (1 page)

"Digital Obsessions A Spotli ht on Audio Gadgetry," ZDNet Music: The PhatNoise Car Audio System, printout from
http:l/web.archive.org/web/2 000817l64605/music.gamespot.com/features/phatnoise/ (3 pages)

 

"Bypassing and Switching With the CD4053 CMOS Analog MUX," printout from website (4 pages)

-
-

16

17

HESS/$2Em:i52$:EELsfnfi't‘é‘c‘ll’SSdEfésifififilifilfilfi‘iifi‘fi‘éi'giafi$%‘?t?§h“‘?i’§§g°é§)

7 Lgl‘ggglggProtoboard," printout from http://web.archive.org/web/20010613095105/http:/www.ajusd.org/~edward/ezpr0to/

20

21

22

23

24

 

"TDIClub Forums: Reverse Engineering CD Changer Progress," April 3, 2001, printout from website (3 pages)

"TDIClub Forums: Reverse Engineering CD Changer Progress Reports," April 5, 2001, printout from website (8 pages)

 

"Multi Technology Equipment - Home of the Neo MP3 Player," rintout from
http://web.archive.org/web/20010413222617/ssiamerica.com/pro uctslneoSS/ (1 page)

"TDIClub Forums: Reverse Engineering CD Changer Protocol Update," April 18, 2001, printout from website (3 pages)

 

"The Car CD Changer Interface Page," printout from website (10 pages)

"SourceForge.net: Project Info - GNUlink," printout from http://sourceforge.net/projects/gnunilink/ (3 pages)

 
  

DATE CONSIDERED

*EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. -

 
POSS/R EVM

SHEET 3 OF 4
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,. ' Docket Number (Optional) Application Number

‘ 99879-00005 10/316,961
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION Applicantfi)

( Use several sheets if necessary) Il‘a Marlowe
Filing Date Group Art Unit

12/1 1/2002 2644

'EXAM'NER OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)INITIAL

"EZ Protoboard News," printout from website (3 pages)

 

"GNUnilink - For All Your AUX-IN Needs...," printout from http://gnunilink.sourceforge.net/ (4 pages)

:8VWCD)PIC News," printout from http:l/web.archive.org/webl20020701101541/httpzlwww.ajusd.org/~edwardlvwcdpiclpages
NO0

LHIWCDKIC News," printout from http:l/web.archive.org/web/20021009014959/http:lwww.ajusd.org/~edward/vwcdpiclpages

 

"Neo Car Jukebox MP3 Player," printout from website (3 pages)

U9l

N0

 

 

  
DATE CONSIDERED

"EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 
P09 B/Fi EV04

SHEET 4 OF 4
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hr

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATS DEPARTMENT OF COMIWERCE
United States Patent and Trudelnnrk Office
MM:COMJMISSIONER FUR PATENTSP1). Box 1480

Almadzia, Vum'nia 213134450 
. “runway”

10/316,961 12/ 1 1/2002 Ira Marlowe 9809/1

CONFIRMATION NO. 4879

llllllllllllllm[Ill]llIllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllllllllflll
'OC000000016628439‘

MICHAEL R FRISCIA
MCCARTER & ENGLISH
FOUR GATEWAY CENTER
100 MULBERRY STREET.

NEWARK, NJ 07102

 

Date Mailed: 07/27/2005

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 07/18/2005.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

  
 

SHIRELL M KRMICHAEL

2600 (571) 272—7238
OFFICE COPY
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AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER (Small Entity) Docket No.

Applicant(s): Ira M. Marlowe ‘ 9809/1

Application No. Filing Date Examiner Customer No. Group Art Unit Confirmation No.

10/316,961 12/11/2002 Andrew R. Graham

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS:

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 127

The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below.

CLAIMS AS AMENDED

CLAIMS REMAINING HIGHEST # NUMBER EXTRA

AFTER AMENDMENT PREV. PAID FOR CLAIMS PRESENT

 

  

  

  

No additional fee is required for amendment.

Please charge Deposit Account No. in the amount of

Checks totaling $1,050.00 to cover the filing fee are enclosed.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

CI Any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR. 1.16.

CI Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17.

Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

WARNIN : Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be
includ d this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

 

Signature

Michael R. Friscia l certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the
Registration No. 33,884 United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class

McCarter & English, LLP mail in an envelope addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, P0.

Four Gateway Center Box 145 /.Ale andriE-VA 22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on
100 Mulberry Street 2'00 '
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-8493

Fax: (973) 297-6627

 

S' nature ofPerson Mailing Correspon r .

Mark E. Nikolsky

Typed or Printed Name ofPerson Mailing Correspondence
P1 1SMALUREV09
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Ira M. Marlowe

10/316,961 
12/ 1 1/2002

Title: AUDIO DEVICE INTEGRATION SYSTEM

Examiner: Andrew R. Graham

Art Unit: 2644

Commissioner for Patents

PO. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

’PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Sir:

This is a Preliminary Amendment submitted in connection with the above-identified

application.

Amendments to the Claims appear on page 2 of this response.

Remarks appear on page 18 of this response.

07/19/2005 SFELEKEi 00000018 10316961
400.00 up

01 mean
02 rmeeoa 55°'°° 9"

ME1\2323087.1

Page 1302 of 1462



Page 1303 of 1462

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

1. (Currently Amended) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

an audio device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the audio device for exchanging data

and audio signals between the car stereo and the audio device;

means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling the audio device from

the car stereo in a format compatible with the audio device; and

means for processing and displaying data from the audio device on a display of the car

stereo in a format compatible with the car steree: stereo; and

means for switching to one or more auxilia_ry input sources connected to the interface if

the audio device is disconnected from the interface.

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo.

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

MEl\2323087.l
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4. (Original) The'apparatus of claim 1, wherein the audio device comprises a CD player, CD

changer, MP3 player, Digital Audio Broadcast (DAB) receiver, or satellite receiver.

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the interface further comprises a plug-and-play

mode for automatically detecting a device type of the audio device and integrating the audio

device based upon the device type.

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the interface generates a CD player presence

signal for maintaining the car stereo in a state responsive to processed data and audio signals.

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises channel number and channel

name information.

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data comprises video information.

11. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data is displayed as a menu on the display

of the car stereo.

ME1\2323087.I
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12. (Original) The. apparatus of claim 1, wherein the data is displayed in a graphical interface on

a graphic panel.

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

14. (Cancelled)

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1—4; L wherein audio signals from the one or

more auxiliary input sources are selectively channeled to the car stereo by the interface.

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44—, L wherein a user can select between the

one or more auxiliary input sources by depressing keys on the car stereo.

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 44—, L wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a disc number at the car stereo.

18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim ~14», L wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering a track number at the car stereo.

19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 14; L wherein a user can select one of the

auxiliary input sources by entering both disc and track numbers at the car stereo.
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20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4-4; 1; wherein a user can select between the

audio device and the one or more auxiliary input sources by entering a sequence at the car stereo.

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the sequence comprises a track up selection

followed by a track down selection.

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a second interface connected to the

first interface for providing a plurality of auxiliary input sources.

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein both the first interface and the second

interface are controllable using the car stereo.

24. (Original) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a plurality of auxiliary input sources;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the plurality of auxiliary input sources;

means for processing and dispatching commands for controlling an audio device

connected to one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo in a format

compatible with the audio device;

ME]\2323087.1
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means for processing and displaying data from the audio device on a display of the car

stereo in a format compatible with the car stereo; and

means for selecting one of the plurality of auxiliary input sources from the car stereo.

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the means for selecting one of the plurality of

auxiliary input sources comprises a disc or track selection entered by a user using control buttons

of the car stereo.

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the audio device comprises a CD player, CD

changer, MP3 player, satellite receiver, or DAB receiver.

27. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein a device type of the audio device is

automatically detected by the interface and the audio device is automatically integrated with the

car stereo based upon the device type.

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the interface is switchable into an auxiliary

input mode by issuing a control sequence at the car stereo.

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the control sequence comprises a track up

command followed by a track down command.
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30. (Currently Amended) A method for integrating a device with a car stereo comprising:

connecting an interface to the car stereo stereo, and the device to the interface; interface,

and an auxilim input source to the interface;

receiving control commands from the car stereo at the interface;

processing the control commands into a format compatible with the device and

dispatching processed control commands to the device;

receiving data and audio from the device at the interface;

processing the data into a second format compatible vw'th the car stereo and dispatching

the audio and processed data to the car stereo; and

displaying the processed data on the car stereo and playing the audio through the car

stereek stereo; and

playing audio from the auxilim input source through the car stereo if the device is

disconnected from the interface.

31. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving CD track and time information from the device.
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32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving MP3 song, title, track, and time information from the device.

33. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving channel number, channel name, artist, and song information from the

device.

34. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of receiving data from the device

comprises retrieving video information from the device.

35. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the processed data

comprises displaying the data in an LCD panel.

36. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying the processed data

comprises displaying the data in a graphical user interface at the car stereo.

37. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of displaying processed data comprises

displaying video at the car stereo.

38. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of connecting the audio device to the

interface comprises connecting a CD player, CD changer, MP3 player, satellite receiver, or DAB

receiver to the interface.
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39. (Cancelled)

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 39; 31 further comprising receiving a selection

command from the car stereo and channeling data and audio from the auxiliary input source to

the interface in response to the selection command.

41. (Original) The method of claim 40, further comprising processing the data from the

auxiliary input source for display on the car stereo.

42. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for docking a portable device for integration with a car

stereo comprising:

' e a storage area for 

storing the portable device;

a docking portion within the storage area for electrically communicating and physically

mating with the portable device; and

a data port disposed on—the—tep—member—er—t-he—bettem—member—afld in electrical

communication with the docking portion, the data port connectable with a device for integrating

the portable device with the car stereo.
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43. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further

eemprising comprises a top member, a bottom member, and a hinge fer—eenneetifi-g

interconnecting the top member and th_e bottom member at an edge thereof.

44. (Original) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the data port comprises an RS—232 or USB

port.

45. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 42, wherein the storage area further comprises

a top portion and the a bottom portion define defining a sleeve for holding the portable audio

device.

46. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4274}; further comprising a clasp for

retaining the top and bottom members in a closed position.

47. (Original) A method of integrating an after-market device with an OEM or after-market car

stereo comprising:

connecting the after-market device to an interface;

connecting the interface to a car stereo;

determining whether the car stereo is an OEM car stereo or an after-market car stereo;

l0
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if the car stereo is an after-market car stereo, generating and transmitting a presence

signal to the car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state responsive to external

signals; and

selectively channeling data and audio signals from the after-market device to the car

stereo using the interface.

48. (Original) The method of claim 47, further comprising receiving control commands from

the car stereo at the interface.

49. (Original) The method of claim 48, further comprising converting the control commands

into a format recognizable by the after-market audio device.

50. (Original) The method of claim 49, further comprising dispatching formatted commands to

the after-market audio device for execution thereby.

51. (Original) The method of claim 47, further comprising converting data received at the

interface from the after-market audio device into a format compatible with the car stereo.

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising displaying formatted data on the car

stereo.

ll
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53. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying channel numbers, channel names, titles, tracks, song names, or artist names on the car

stereo.

54. (Original) The method of claim 52, wherein the step of displaying formatted data comprises

displaying video on the car stereo.

55. (New) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a portable MP3 player external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the portable MP3 player;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the portable MP3 player to the car stereo.

56. (New) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo.

57. (New) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the car stereo is an afier-market car stereo.

12
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58. (New) The system of claim 55, further comprising means for processing and dispatching

commands for controlling the portable MP3 player from the car stereo in a format compatible

with the portable MP3 player.

59. (New) The system of claim 58, further comprising means for processing and displaying

data from the portable MP3 player on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with the

car stereo.

60. (New) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

61. (New) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

62. (New) The apparatus of claim 59, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

63. (New) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

an satellite radio receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite radio receiver;

13
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means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the satellite radio receiver to the car stereo.

64. (New) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo.

65. (New) The apparatus of claim 63, wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

66. (New) The system of claim 63, further comprising means for processing and dispatching

commands for controlling the satellite radio receiver from the car stereo in a format compatible

with the satellite radio receiver.

67. (New) The system of claim 66, further comprising means for processing and displaying

data from the satellite radio receiver on a display of the car stereo in a format compatible with

the car stereo.

68. (New) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

69. (New) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.
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70. (New) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the date comprises a channel number and a

channel name.

71. (New) The apparatus of claim 67, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

72. (New) An audio device integration system comprising:

a car stereo;

a digital audio broadcast receiver external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the digital audio broadcast receiver;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting audio from the digital audio broadcast receiver to the car stereo.

73. (New) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an OEM car stereo.

74. (New) The apparatus of claim 72, wherein the car stereo is an after-market car stereo.

15
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75. (New) The. system of claim 72, further comprising means for processing and dispatching

commands for controlling the digital audio broadcast receiver from the car stereo in a format

compatible with the digital audio broadcast receiver.

76. (New) The system of claim 75, further comprising means for processing and displaying

data from the digital audio broadcast receiver on a display of the car stereo in a format

compatible with the car stereo.

77. (New) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises track and time information.

78. (New) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises song title and artist

information.

79. (New) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the data comprises a channel number and a

channel name.

80. (New) The apparatus of claim 76, wherein the commands are input by a user using one or

more control buttons or presets on the car stereo.

l6
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81. (New) A device for integrating video information for use with a car stereo, comprising:

a car stereo;

a video device external to the car stereo;

an interface connected between the car stereo and the video device;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and

means for transmitting video information from the video device to the car stereo.

82. (New) The device of claim 81, further comprising means for converting the video

information into a format compatible with the car Stereo.

17
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REMARKS

Applicant submits this Preliminary Amendment in connection with the above-identified

application.

Applicant has amended independent Claim 1 to more specifically define Applicant’s

claimed invention. Claim 1, as amended, now includes the limitation of “means for switching

to one or more auxiliary input sources connected to the interface if the audio device is

disconnected from the interface.” Support for this amendment can be found in FIGS. 4d-4f

and their associated text in the Specification. In view of this amendment, Applicant has

cancelled Claim 14 and amended Claims 15-20 to depend from amended Claim 1.

Applicant has also amended independent Claim 30 to more specifically define

Applicant’s claimed invention. Claim 30, as amended, now includes the limitations of

“connecting an interface to the car stereo, the device to the interface, and an auxiliary input

source to the interface... and playing audio from the auxiliary input source through the car
3?

stereo if the device is disconnected from the interface. Support for this amendment can be

found in FIGS. 4d-4f and their associated text in the Specification. In view of this amendment,

Applicant has cancelled Claim 39 and amended Claim 40 to depend from Claim 30.

Applicant has amended independent Claim 42 and Claims 43, 45, and 46 depending

therefrom to more specifically define the structure of the docking apparatus of the present

invention.
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Applicant has added new independent Claim 55 and Claims 56-62 depending therefrom

to further define Applicant’s claimed invention. These claims recite an audio device integration

system comprising “a car stereo; a portable MP3 player external to the car stereo; an

interface connected between the car stereo and the portable MP3 player; means for

generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain

the car stereo in an operational state; and means for transmitting audio from the portable

MP3 player to the car stereo.”

Applicant has also added new independent Claim 63 and Claims 64-71 depending

therefrom to further define Applicant’s claimed invention. These claims recite an audio device

integration system comprising “a car stereo; a satellite radio receiver external to the car

stereo; an interface connected between the car stereo and the satellite radio receiver;

means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo

to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and means for transmitting audio from

the satellite radio receiver to the car stereo.”

Applicant has added new independent Claim 72 and Claims 73-80 depending therefrom

to further define Applicant’s claimed invention. These claims recite an audio device integration

system comprising “a car stereo; a digital audio broadcast receiver external to the car

stereo; an interface connected between the car stereo and the digital audio broadcast

receiver; means for generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the

car stereo to maintain the car stereo in an operational state; and means for transmitting

audio from the digital broadcast receiver to the car stereo.”
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Applicant has added new independent Claim 81 and Claim 82 depending therefrom to

further define Applicant’s claimed invention. These claims recite a device for integrating video

information for use with a car stereo, comprising “a car stereo; a video device external to the

car stereo; an interface connected between the car stereo and the video device; means for

generating a device presence signal and transmitting the signal to the car stereo to maintain

the car stereo in an operational state; and means for transmitting video information from

the video device to the car stereo.”

Claims 1, 15-20, 30, 40, 42, and 43 have been amended, Claims 14 and 39 have been

cancelled, and Claims 55-82 were added. Claims 1-13, 15-38, and 40-82 are pending in this

application and are in condition for allowance. No new matter is believed to have been added.

Examination is requested and favorable action solicited.

Respectfully submitted,

 Dated: Wt P405 . riscia

Registration No. 33,884

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639-8493

Fax: (973) 624-7070
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' IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICEI n/

ommissioner for Patents Customer No. 27614
O. Box 1450

lexandria, VA 22313-1450

e: Our file: 9809/1 Examiner: Andrew R. Graham

Applicant: Ira M. Marlowe Art Unit: 2644
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/2002

Title: Audio Device Integration System '

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

Preliminag Amendment
Amendment Transmittal Letter

Revocation of Power of Attorney with New Power of Attorney
Check No. 172 for $1,025.00

Check No. 305055 for $25.00
Transmittal Sheet

Postcard Receipt

99‘3”?pr
 

ER pectfully submitted,

:i/i “”0? iVlic a . Friscia
Date Registration No. 33,884

McCarter & English, LLP

Four Gateway Center

100 Mulberry Street
Newark, NJ 07102

Tel: (973) 639—8493

Fax: (973) 297-6627

Check One and Complete:

I:l CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service,

postage prepaid, as “Express Mail Post Office to Addressee,” Mailing Label No. US to the
Commissioner for Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223131450 on

By:

121 CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL

I hereby certifythat this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First

Class Mail, ostage prepaid, to the Commissionerfor Patents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, V 22313-1450 n

312122 005 . 4/?
ark E. Nikolsky
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07/14/05 02245 FAX 2015395042 ’

JUL. 14.2005 2:44PM (973) 6247070811tzsafe No.2843 P. .001

THE TBDSTA S TRADE FICE

Applicanfls): lraM. Maflch 
Serial 1%.: 11/316,961

Filed: 12/11/2002

Title: Audio Device Integmfion Symm

Commissioner for Parents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
WITH NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY BY ASSIGNEE

Sir:

As Presidant ofBlitzSafc ofAnm'ica, Inc, owner of1112 entire right, title and interest in and

to the above-identified application, I hereby revolts all powers of attorney previously given, and
hereby appoint RALPH W. SELI'ITO, 11%., Reg. No. 25,996; MICHAEL R. FRISCIA. Reg. No,
33,884; JOHN K. KIM, Reg. No. 37,00; and all other practitioners associatad with Grahamer
Number 27614, to prosecute this application and transact all businrss infile Pamnt and Traderrmrk
Office connected finerewith.

Please direct all corres'pondance to:

Michael IL Friscia

McCarter 6': English. LLP
Four Gateway Center
100 Mulberry Street

Newark, NJ 07102

Date: g /g as~ < By: éMMarlowa .
Title: President

MEN 12|425.I
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WOLFF’ & SAMSON Pc

CQUNSELLORS AT LAW
THE OFFICES AT CRYSTAL LAKE

on: BOLAND DRIVE l:1ECE1VED
WEST ORANGE. NEW JERSEY 07052 cENTRAL FAX CENTER973025-1500

TELECOFIER: 973.325.150l NOV 1'0 2001'
NEW YORK OFFICE:

140 BROADWAY
FORTY-BIXTH FLOOR

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10006
' 213-975-057l

(Please Reply to the West Orange Office)

ELECO E SMITTAL COVER SHEET

Date: November 9, 2004

Please deliver the following pages to:

Company: United States Patent and Trademark Office

City _ Alexandria, VA

Fax No: (703) 872-9306

Telephone No:

From: Michael R. Friscim Esq: Writer’s Direct #1 (973) 5304024

Total Pages (including this page): 13 Fax Direct #: (973) 530-2224

Reference: Serial No. 10/732,909
10/316,961

Patent No. 5,622,000

Comments:

hWWAMcF

" 11—1?-0\[.

Please Note: The information contained in thisfacsimile message is privileged and confidential, and it intended onlyfiar the
use ofthe individual named above and others who have been specgfically authorized to receive it. 15’you are not the intended
recipient, you one hereby notified that any dissemination. distribution or copying afthic communication is strictfyprohibited.
Ifyou have received this communication in error. or ifany problem: occur with tranxmLi-sion. pleas-e notifil us immediately by
telephone: (973) 325J500. Thank You.
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RECEIVED
mono—29134 16:89 LIELFF & sensor»: CENTRAL FAX CENTER 19737431497 P.32/13

NOV l: 0 2004

TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Commissioner of Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Re: Our file: 9809/1 Group Art Unit: 2644

Applicant: Ira M. Marlowe Examiner:
Serial No.: 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/11/02

Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

1. Aggfication to Withdraw as Attorneys ofRecord

2. Transmit!3.! Sheet _____.

CONDITIONAL PETITION

If any extension of time is required for the submissiOn of the above-identified items,

Applicant requests that this be considered a petition therefore. Please charge anyadditional charges

or any other charges relating to this matter to the deposit account of the writer, Account No. 06-
2143. A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed.

 
5p tfully submitted,

\ kl Mic 1 R. Friscia ,
Date Registration No. 33,8 84

Wolff & Samson PC

One Boland Drive

West Orange. NJ 07052

Tel: (973) 5304024

enc. Fax: (973) 530-2224

I hereby certify that the following papers are being facsimile transmitted to the US. Patent

and Trademark Office to the Commissioner ofPatents, PO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
to telefax no. (703) 872-9306 on .

By:
elle Fava
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RECEIVED

CENTRAL FAXCENTER

APPLICATION TO WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEYS NOV 1;” 2001'
OF RECORD

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of: Ira M. Marlowe

Serial No.: ' 10/316,961 : Group Art Unit: 2644

Filed: 12/1 1/02 Exmniner: Not Yet Assigned

For: Audio Device Integration System

APPLICATION TO WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEYS OF RECORD

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir:

L the undersigned attorney ofrecord in the above-captioned patent application, hereby apply

to the Commissioner to withdraw as the attorney of record in this application for non—payment of

legal fees, as set forth in detail below.

1. The Elbow-captioned application is assigned to BlitzSafe ofAmerica, Inc. (hereinafler

“BlitzSafo"). '

2. Since the filing date ofhis application to the present, we have rendered legal services

to BlitzSafe, as our client. in connection with filing and prosecuting the application.

3. In exchange for the legal work, BlitzSafe agreed to pay us our hourly fee plus all

disbursements incurred on their‘behalf.

861846.0I 1
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4. Between February 2004 and September 2004, we submitted numerous invoices to

BlitzSafe for the legal work and the disbursements incurred in connection with their patent matters.

5. To date. BlitzSafe has not fully paid and owes substantial balances for legal services

and disbursements. Invoices dating fi'om February 2004 remain unpaid. Numm'ous calls have been

made and letters sent in an attempt to collect on the outstanding balance, all to no avail.

6. BlitzSafe has made numerous promises to us that further payments will be

forthcoming but has not kept such promises.

' 7. I We believe that we will be harmed ifwe were to continue to assume responsibilityin

any way over this application. Specifically, it'this application for withdrawal is not approved, then

our professional and ethical obligations as attorneys would force us to expend additional time and

resources on behalfof BlitzSafe in responding'to a future Ofiice Action. However, we would most

likely receive no compensation for this effort.

8. The application is curremlypending andthere is no outstanding matter which requires

a l‘CSpOflSC.

9. We have sent copies of the complete file relating to this matter to the client.

10. Mark E. Nikolslcy, Esq., an attorney at the law firm of Wolff& Samson PC, is also

appointed to prosecute the application It is respectfully requested that this attorney also be

withdrawn.

11. Once the application for our withdrawal is approved. kindly direct all future

correspondence regarding this application to Ira M. Marlowe at his business address ofBlitzSafe of

America Inc, 33 Honeok Street, Englewood, New Jersey 07631.

ssnmm 2
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In conclusion, we do not want to expend any fin‘ther time on this applicationor continue to be

responsible in any way therefor. For this reason, we earnestly solicit the Commissioner’s prompt

consideration and approval ofthis application to withdraw.

Dated: h SMDXCH

861846.01

Respectfully submitted,

Mich 1R. Friscia

Registration No. 33,884

Attorney for Applicant
Wolff & Samson PC

One Boland Drive

West Orange, NJ 07052

Tel.: (973) 530-2024

Fax: (973)530-2224
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' ‘1 WSZZZS‘L‘Sgti‘m” RECEIVED
NTER

THE: OFFICES AT CRYSTAL. LAKE CENTRAL FAX CE
om: BOLAND new:

WEST ORANGE. NEWJERSEY omsa - NOV 1 0 2000
973-325-1500

TELECOFIER: 973-32515!“

NEW YORK OFFICE:
I00 BROADWAY

FORTV-SIXTH FLOOR
NEW YORK. NEW YORK IOOOB

BIB-975057)!

(Please Reply to the West Orange Office)

EELEQQEEEB EmSEEEAL COVER SHEET

Date: November 9, 2004

Please deliver the following pages to:

Company: United States Patent and Trademark Office

City: Alexandria. VA

Fax No: (703) 872-9306

Telephone No:

From: Michael R. Friscia, Esq. Writer’s Direct #: (973) 5302024

Total Pages (including this page): 13 Fax Direct #: (973) 530-2224

Reference: Serial No. 10/732,909
10/316,961

Patent No. 5,622,000

Comments:

Please Note: The infornwn'an contained in thflfacsimilc message is privileged and confidenrial. and is intended onlyjbr the
use ofthe indiw‘dual named above and other: who have been specificalbr authorized to receive it. [fyau are not the mended
reciPl'em. you are hereby notified that any dissemination. disIn'bufion or copying afzhi: communication is strictlyprohibited.
[fyou haw rzcez'vcd this communication in error. or ifamrproblems occur with :mnsmim-ian. please "0105/ u: mummy by

telephone: (97.?) 325-]500. Thank You. (LC‘ yd
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RECEIVED
CENTRAL FAX CENTER

TN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

= NOV 1 I] 2011‘!
Commissioner of Patents .
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313—1450

Re: Our file: 9809/1 Group Art Unit: 2644

Applicant: Ira M. Marlowe Examiner:
Serial No.2 10/316,961

Filing Date: 12/1 1/02

Title: Audio Device Integration System

Sir: .

Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office is the following:

1. Anglicanon to Withdraw as Attorngfi of Record

2. ngmjfigl Shfifl

CONDITIONAL PETITION

If any extension of time is required for the submission of the above-identified items,

Applicant requests that this be considered a petition therefore. Please charge any additional charges

or any other charges relating to this matter to the deposit account of the writer, Account No. 06-
2143. A duplicate copy ofthis letter is enclosed.

 
8p tfully submitted,

1 3 h©\9q , Mic l R. Friscia
Date / Registration No. 33,884

Wolff & Samson PC

One Boland Drive

West Orange. NJ 07052

Tel: (973) 530~2024

enc. Fax: (973) 530-2224

I hereby certify that the following papers are being facsimile transmitted to the US. Patent

and Trademark Office to the Commissioner ofPatents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
to telefax no. (703) 872-9306 on

By:
elle Fava /‘
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