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(57) ABSTRACT 

A display-based terminal (101) employs a method and 
apparatus for allowing a user of the terminal to communicate 
with communication units (105-113) in a communication 
system (100). The terminal displays a map (300, 400) to the 
user indicating locations of communication units in at least 
a portion of the communication system. The terminal then 
receives a selection from the map of at least one commu­
nication unit (105, 108, 109, 113) and an indication (309, 
311) of the user's desire to communicate with the selected 
communication unit. The indication of the user's desire to 
communicate may be contemporaneous with the user's 
selection of the communication unit, for example, when the 
user has, prior to such selection, indicated a desired type 
(302-305, 401-404) of communication and/or a desired 
transmission mode ( 406) for subsequent communications 
with the communication units. Responsive to receipt of the 
user's selection of the communication unit and indication of 
a desire to communicate, the terminal automatically initiates 
a communication with the selected communication unit. 
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