
Case 1:17-cv-00500-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 206 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC TicketNetwork, Inc. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 7,818,399 B1 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 8,5.15,825 s·1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,043,228 B1 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi' action, m~lii this eopy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this eopy to Director Copy 4-----Case file eopy 

DDR Holdings, LLC - Ex. 2006 
Shopify, Inc. v. DDR Holdings, LLC 

IPR2018-01011



Case 1:17-cv-00502-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 206 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC Travel Holdings, Inc. and Tourico Holidays, Inc. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 7,818,399 B1 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 8,5.15,825 s·1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,043,228 B1 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi" action, m~lii this copy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4-----Case file copy 
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Case 1:17-cv-00498-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 206 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC Priceline.com LLC 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 7,818,399 B1 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 8,5.15,825 s·1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,043,228 B1 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi" action, m~lii this eopy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this eopy to Director Copy 4-----Case file eopy 
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Case 1:17-cv-00501-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 165 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC Shopify Inc. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 8,515,825 B1 8/20/2013 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 9,043,228 B·1 5/26/20"15 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,639,876 B1 5/2/20! 7 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.J[30n termimltion oi' action, m~lii this eopy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this eopy to Director Copy 4-----Case file eopy 
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Case 1:17-cv-00502-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 206 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC Travel Holdings, Inc. and Tourico Holidays, Inc. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 7,818,399 B1 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 8,5.15,825 s·1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,043,228 B1 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi" action, m~lii this copy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4-----Case file copy 

Page 5



Case 1:17-cv-00499-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 207 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC 8ooking.com B.V. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 us 7,818,399 81 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") us 8,5"15,825 8"1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 us 9,043,228 81 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi" action, m~lii this eopy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this eopy to Director Copy 4-----Case file eopy 
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Case 1:17-cv-00500-ER Document 3 Filed 05/02/17 Page 1 of 1 PageiD #: 206 

A.O 120 (Rev. 08/10) 

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
TO: 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

FILING OR DETERJ\HNA TION OF AN 
ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 

TRADEMARK Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

[n Compliance with 3.5 l.LS.C § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised tha1 a court action has been 

filed in the u.s. District Court District of Delaware Oil the following 

[J Trademarks or ~Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.): 

DOCKET NO. DATEHLED U.S. DlSTRlCT COURT 
5/2/2017 District of Delaware 

PLAJJ.'\fTIFF DEFENDANT 

DDR Holdings, LLC TicketNetwork, Inc. 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 US 7,818,399 B1 10/19/2010 DDR Holdings, LLC 

'") US 8,5.15,825 s·1 8/20/20"13 DDR Holdings, LLC 

3 US 9,043,228 B1 5/26/2015 DDR Holdings, LLC 

4 US 9,639,876 B! 5/2/2017 DDR Holdings, LLC 

5 

In the above-entitled case, the follovving patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 

n Amendment [J Answer [J Cross Bill [J Other Pleading 

PATENTOR DATE OF PATENT 
HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

[n the above ---entitled case. the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT 

I (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

Copy 1-----l..Jpon initiation or action, mail this copy to Birector Copy 3-----l.Jj30n termimltion oi' action, m~lii this eopy to Director 
Copy 2-----Upon f1ling document adding patent(s), mail this eopy to Director Copy 4-----Case file eopy 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

Lou is@valu ablepatents .com ,donald@valu ablepatents .com, 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Apr 13,2017 03:51:11 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document 
ISSUE.NTF 

Mailroom Date 
04/12/2017 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 

Page 8



UNITED STATES pATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. 

141719,009 

26362 7590 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. 

05/02/2017 9639876 

04/12/2017 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www .uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

23-CON5 5628 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment is 128 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will 
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the 
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee 
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management 
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200. 

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

D Delano Ross JR., Peachtree Corners, GA; 
DDR Holdings, LLC, Dunwoody, GA; 
Daniel D. Ross, Dunwoody, GA; 
Joseph R. Michaels, Bellevue, W A; 
William R. May, Atlanta, GA; 
Richard A. Anderson, Powder Springs, GA; 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation 
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov. 

IR103 (Rev. 10/09) 
Page 9



PART B- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

or Fax 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks l through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block l, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

26362 7590 01/13/2017 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

141719,009 05/2112015 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 

I hereby certify that this fee transmittal is being filed with the 
USPTO via the EFS-Web system on the date indicated below. 

Donald L. Hertz (Depositor's name) 

/Donald L. Hertz/ (Signature) 

03/24/2017 (Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

D Delano Ross JR. 23-CON5 5628 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $960 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

GARG, YOGESH C 3625 

l. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

$0 $0 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

705-026410 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

( l) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

$960 04/13/2017 

Louis J. Hoffman 

2 ________________________ _ 

3 ________________________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC DUNWOODY, GA 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual ~Corporation or other private group entity 0 Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 

0 Issue Fee 

0 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 

0 Advance Order-# of Copies _________ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 

0 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 

0 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

4b. Payment ofFee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

0 A check is enclosed. 

0 Payment by credit card. (through EFS-Web system) 
0 The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee( s ), any deficiency, or credits any 

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/l5A and l5B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

A h . d s· /Louis J. Hoffman/ ut onze tgnature _____________________ _ Date 03/24/2017 

Typed or printed name Louis J. Hoffman Registration No. _3_8_•9_1_8 ____________ _ 

Page 2 of3 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 14719009 

Filing Date: 21-May-2015 

METHOD AND COMPUTER SYSTEM FOR SERVING COMMERCE INFORMATION 
Title of Invention: OF AN OUTSOURCE PROVIDER IN CONNECTION WITH HOST WEB PAGES 

OFFERING COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CON5 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 960 960 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USD ($) 960 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 28730739 

Application Number: 14719009 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 5628 

METHOD AND COMPUTER SYSTEM FOR SERVING COMMERCE INFORMATION 
Title of Invention: OF AN OUTSOURCE PROVIDER IN CONNECTION WITH HOST WEB PAGES 

OFFERING COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Customer Number: 26362 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Filer Authorized By: Louis J. Hoffman 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CON5 

Receipt Date: 24-MAR-2017 

Filing Date: 21-MAY-2015 

TimeStamp: 14:06:52 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type CARD 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $960 

RAM confirmation Number 0327171NTEFSW14073300 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size( Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

84590 

1 Issue Fee Payment (PT0-85B) 
17-03-24-DDR-CONS-

1 
lssue_fee_trans.pdf 

no 
5167221 fcb3341 Of902df9963994a79db2c8 

1999 

Warnings: 

Information: 

30782 

2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info. pdf no 2 
Oc9581827ebcec8a40dedf01 ede520b7b0d 

a3972 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 115372 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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UNITED STATES pATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 
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Application No. 

14/719,009 
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary 

Examiner 

YOGESH C. GARG 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) YOGESH C. GARG. 

(2) Louis J. Hoffman. 

Date of Interview: 17 March 2017. 

Type: ~ Telephonic 0 Video Conference 
0 Personal [copy given to: 0 applicant 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: 0 Yes 
If Yes, brief description: __ . 

(3) __ . 

(4) __ . 

0 applicant's representative] 

0No. 

Issues Discussed 01 01 0112 01 02 01 03 OOthers 
(For each of the checked box( es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion) 

Claim(s) discussed: 71 and 81. 

Identification of prior art discussed: __ . 

Substance of Interview 

Applicant(s) 

ROSS ET AL. 

Art Unit 

3625 

(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a 
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc ... ) 

See Continuation Sheet. 

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP 
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or 
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the 
interview 

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of the 
substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the 
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the 
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised. 

0 Attachment 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Off1ce 

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20170320 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in§§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 
-Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 
-Name of applicant 
-Name of examiner 
-Date of interview 
-Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 
-Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 
-An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 
-An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

-The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 
2) an identification of the claims discussed, 
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 

Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 

the examiner. 
Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 

accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) Application No. 14/719,009 

Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: A telephone interview was conducted at the request of the 
Applicant's representative Mr. Louis J. Hoffman on 3/17/2017 with reference to the Notice of Allowance mailed 
1/13/2017 and the Applicant's response filed 1/24/2017. 

In view of the above cited communications Examiner discussed the reasons for allowance and agreed upon the 
following statement with the Applicant's representative Mr. Louis J. Hoffman: 

To clarify, the independent claims 71 and 81 pending here require that a "composite web page" be served to the visitor 
device for display "after activat[ion of] the URL" link. The "composite" nature of the page for display refers to the fact 
that the page as displayed must contain a combination of two things together: "commerce object information" and other 
elements that cause that page to "visually correspond[] to the source web page." The visual correspondence is 
achieved via "instructions directing the visitor computing device to download data defining the overall appearance of 
the composite web page," recited in the final "wherein" clause, and the downloaded data is used in the generation of 
the composite web page for display. 
How such "data defining" came to be stored, and whether stored by a prior automatic "capturing" step or some other 
technique, is not addressed by these claims. 
Examiner also confirmed that he had reviewed prior art in parent applications, including relevant prior art related to 
Digital River SSS (directly by study of the references and in view of the Court of Appeals decision). 
This interview summary is part of the prosecution history. 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

Lou is@valu ablepatents .com ,donald@valu ablepatents .com, 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Mar 23, 2017 03:24:55 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document Mailroom Date 
INTV.SUM.APP 03/23/2017 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
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EXAMINER 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

Louis@ valuablepatents.com 
donald @valuablepatents.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Application No. Applicant(s) 

Response to Rule 312 Communication 
14/719,009 ROSS ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

YOGESH C. GARG 3625 

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -

1. ~The amendment filed on 27 Februarv 2017 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) ~ entered. 

b) ~ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) D disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) and 

the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) D disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) D entered in part. See explanation below. 

Examiner has reviewed the amendments and they are merely directed to "correction of formal matters" and do not change the 
"scope of the claims" as already examined in the Notice of Allowance mailed 1/13/2017. 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Off1ce 

PTOL-271 (Rev. 04-01) Reponse to Rule 312 Communication Part of Paper No. 20170303 
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Ok to eneter the Amendment 

IY.G.I 3/3/2017 
Amendments 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claims 1-70. (Canceled) 

71. (Previously presented) A method of serving commerce information of 

an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering commercial 

opportunities, the method comprising: 

with a computer system of an outsource provider: 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 

automatically serving to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 

activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

Serial No. 14/719,009 Page 2 of9 
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72. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the composite 

web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object 

information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

73. (Previously presented) The method of claim 72 further comprising, 

automatically with the computer system of the outsource provider, accepting inputted 

payment information from the visitor computer, recording the payment information, 

and using the payment information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the 

commerce object when the computer system of the outsource provider detects selection 

of a checkout URL associated with the virtual shopping cart. 

74. (Previously presented) The method of claim 73 wherein the host and 

the outsource provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host of a 

commission based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed on 

the source web page, and further comprising, automatically with the computer system 

of the outsource provider, recording data to facilitate payment of the commission to the 

host following selection of the checkout URL. 

75. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the computer 

system further serves a website of the outsource provider. 

76. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein some of the 

data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance 

of respective of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least 

some of the web pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web 

pages of the host website. 

77. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the commerce 

object correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a multitude of 

products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an outsource provider, 
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and wherein the composite web page contains one or more selectable URLs connecting 

a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource provider website, each 

pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic catalog. 

78. (Previously presented) The method of claim 77 further comprising, 

automatically with the computer system, (i) using search parameters inputted at the 

visitor computing device to search for specific products within the catalog, and (ii) 

serving to the visitor computing device additional instructions directing the visitor 

computing device to display the results of the search. 

79. (Previously presented) The method of claim 78 wherein the composite 

web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object 

information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

80. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein automatically 

serving to the visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the first 

instructions via an Internet communication link directly to the visitor computing 

device. 

81. (Previously presented) An apparatus for serving commerce 

information of an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 

commercial opportunities, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system of an outsource provider programmed to, 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 
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automatically serve to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 

activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

82. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

composite web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce 

object information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

83. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 82 wherein the 

computer system is further programmed to automatically ill accept inputted payment 

information from the visitor computer,@ recording record the payment information, 

and (iii) [[to]] use the payment information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the 

commerce object when the computer system detects selection of a checkout URL 

associated with the virtual shopping cart. 

84. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the host 

and the outsource provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host 

of a commission based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed 
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on the source web page, and wherein the computer system is further programmed to 

automatically record data to facilitate payment of the commission to the host following 

selection of the checkout URL. 

85. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

computer system further is programmed to serve a website of the outsource provider. 

86. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein some of the 

data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance 

of respective of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least 

some of the web pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web 

pages of the host website. 

87. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

commerce object correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a 

multitude of products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an 

outsource provider, and wherein the composite web page contains one or more 

selectable URLs connecting a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource 

provider website, each pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic 

catalog. 

88. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 87 wherein the 

computer system is further programmed to automatically (i) use search parameters 

inputted at the visitor computing device to search for specific products within the 

catalog, and (ii) serve to the visitor computing device additional instructions directing 

the visitor computing device to display the results of the search. 

89. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 88 wherein the 

composite web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce 

object information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 
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90. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

computer system being programmed to automatically serving serve the first 

instructions to the visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the 

computer system being programmed to serve the first instructions via an Internet 

communication link directly to the visitor computing device. 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

Lou is@valu ablepatents .com ,donald@valu ablepatents .com, 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Mar 09, 2017 03:59:06 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document 
N271 

Mailroom Date 
03/09/2017 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. 

14/719,009 

05/21/2015 

Art Unit 

Examiner 

Conf. No. 

3625 

Garg, Y ogesh C. 

5628 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title Method and computer system for serving commerce information of 
an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 
commercial opportunities 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Filed via EFS-Web- February 27, 2017 

RULE 312 AMENDMENT 

Assignee thanks the Examiner for the January 13, 2017, Notice of Allowance and 

submits this amendment, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.312, to correct minor discrepancies in 

certain dependent claims. Prompt action is requested. 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper. 

No fees are due. 
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Amendments 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claims 1-70. (Canceled) 

71. (Previously presented) A method of serving commerce information of 

an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering commercial 

opportunities, the method comprising: 

with a computer system of an outsource provider: 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 

automatically serving to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 

activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 
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72. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the composite 

web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object 

information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

73. (Previously presented) The method of claim 72 further comprising, 

automatically with the computer system of the outsource provider, accepting inputted 

payment information from the visitor computer, recording the payment information, 

and using the payment information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the 

commerce object when the computer system of the outsource provider detects selection 

of a checkout URL associated with the virtual shopping cart. 

74. (Previously presented) The method of claim 73 wherein the host and 

the outsource provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host of a 

commission based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed on 

the source web page, and further comprising, automatically with the computer system 

of the outsource provider, recording data to facilitate payment of the commission to the 

host following selection of the checkout URL. 

75. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the computer 

system further serves a website of the outsource provider. 

76. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein some of the 

data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance 

of respective of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least 

some of the web pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web 

pages of the host website. 

77. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein the commerce 

object correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a multitude of 

products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an outsource provider, 
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and wherein the composite web page contains one or more selectable URLs connecting 

a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource provider website, each 

pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic catalog. 

78. (Previously presented) The method of claim 77 further comprising, 

automatically with the computer system, (i) using search parameters inputted at the 

visitor computing device to search for specific products within the catalog, and (ii) 

serving to the visitor computing device additional instructions directing the visitor 

computing device to display the results of the search. 

79. (Previously presented) The method of claim 78 wherein the composite 

web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object 

information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

80. (Previously presented) The method of claim 71 wherein automatically 

serving to the visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the first 

instructions via an Internet communication link directly to the visitor computing 

device. 

81. (Previously presented) An apparatus for serving commerce 

information of an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 

commercial opportunities, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system of an outsource provider programmed to, 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 
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automatically serve to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 

activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

82. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

composite web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce 

object information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 

83. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 82 wherein the 

computer system is further programmed to automatically ill accept inputted payment 

information from the visitor computer,@ recording record the payment information, 

and (iii) [[to]] use the payment information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the 

commerce object when the computer system detects selection of a checkout URL 

associated with the virtual shopping cart. 

84. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the host 

and the outsource provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host 

of a commission based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed 
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on the source web page, and wherein the computer system is further programmed to 

automatically record data to facilitate payment of the commission to the host following 

selection of the checkout URL. 

85. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

computer system further is programmed to serve a website of the outsource provider. 

86. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein some of the 

data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance 

of respective of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least 

some of the web pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web 

pages of the host website. 

87. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

commerce object correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a 

multitude of products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an 

outsource provider, and wherein the composite web page contains one or more 

selectable URLs connecting a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource 

provider website, each pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic 

catalog. 

88. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 87 wherein the 

computer system is further programmed to automatically (i) use search parameters 

inputted at the visitor computing device to search for specific products within the 

catalog, and (ii) serve to the visitor computing device additional instructions directing 

the visitor computing device to display the results of the search. 

89. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 88 wherein the 

composite web page further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce 

object information, which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the 

commerce object into a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the 

outsource provider. 
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90. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the 

computer system being programmed to automatically serving serve the first 

instructions to the visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the 

computer system being programmed to serve the first instructions via an Internet 

communication link directly to the visitor computing device. 
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Remarks 

Applicant presents minor amendments to correct grammar and form for two 

dependent apparatus claims (claims 83 and 90), to make them consistent with the 

independent apparatus claim on which they depend. 

According to MPEP 714.16, under Rule 312, the examiner has "authority to enter 

amendments submitted after Notice of Allowance of an application which embody 

merely the correction of . . . formal matters in a claim without changing the scope 

thereof," and "where amendments of the type noted are shown (A) to be needed for 

proper disclosure or protection of the invention, and (B) to require no substantial 

amount of additional work on the part of the Office, they may be considered and, if 

proper, entry may be recommended by the primary examiner." 

As indicated above, the changes to two dependent claims presented by this 

amendment merely involve "correction of formal matters" and do not change "the 

scope" of the claims. The amendments are needed for proper protection of the 

apparatus invention - the specific cases covered by the dependent claims. No 

substantial extra work is required by the Office, as review involves merely checking for 

grammatical correctness of the new version. Finally, this paper is filed before payment 

of the issue fee. Having met all requirements of Rule 312 and the MPEP section 

describing what is needed for entry of an amendment under that rule, applicant 

respectfully requests entry of the amendments presented here. 

The undersigned further requests that, in confirming the claims as now 

amended, the Patent Office take into account applicant's clarifications in the paper 

entitled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance," filed January 24, 2017. If 

the examiner has any issues or concerns arising from those Comments, we request that 

he telephone the undersigned or so indicate in the document entering this Rule 312 

Amendment. Absent any indication, applicant will understand that the examiner and 

the undersigned are in synch as to the matters covered by the Comments. 
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Please feel free to telephone the undersigned if the examiner has questions or 

concerns of any sort. 

Dated: February 27, 2017 

Serial No. 14/719,009 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 

by its attorney 

I Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
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Permission to Access Search Results: No 
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/01/2015 
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Projected Publication Date: Request for Non-Publication Acknowledged 
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in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
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The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
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it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 
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as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
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community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. 

14/719,009 

05/21/2015 

Art Unit 

Examiner 

Conf. No. 

3625 

Garg, Y ogesh C. 

5628 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title Method and computer system for serving commerce information of 
an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 
commercial opportunities 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Filed via EFS-Web- January 24, 2017 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance dated January 13, 2017, applicant thanks 

the Examiner for his careful review and summary. We write to avoid any potential 

confusion that may arise from the "Note" bridging pages 3-4 of the Notice: 

1. The examiner indicates that he "has considered for ... support" of the 

independent claims, "while interpreting" them, certain excerpts from the specification, 

quoted in the Notice. The excerpts mentioned are not the only parts of the specification 

that may be relevant to these claims. 

2. The cited excerpt from page 4 of the specification includes mention of the 

"look and feel" being "captured," and indeed having done so "by receiving an 

identification of an example page of a target host." The element of "capturing" (by 

whatever technique) is an option that is not included in the claims pending here. That 

aspect of the invention was claimed in certain parent applications, including specifically 

parent USP 6,629,135 and certain claims of parent USP 6,993,572, but not here. 

3. The cited excerpt from page 38 of the specification includes mention of 

"dynamically generated web pages." The term "dynamically" is likewise not included 

in the pending claims. That term refers, further, to web pages assembled as a result of 

the user clicking a URL, which page has both information about the product offered 

and visual elements. The term does not refer to "capturing" as mentioned just above. 
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4. At the bottom of page 4 of the Notice, the examiner indicates that he had 

"already considered and discussed" certain "relevant prior art'' in the applications that 

led to parent patents. The notice of allowance in the immediate parent application does 

not contain "discussion" of an important collection of prior art, namely the large 

quantity of art related to the Digital River SSS system. In a December 24, 2014, paper 

filed in the parent application just after the Federal Circuit decision in DDR Holdings v. 

Hotels.com (cited to the examiner that month), applicant made record of the fact that the 

examiner had considered "yet again" the Digital River-related prior art. Applicant does 

not believe that the art that the examiner reviewed now was limited to that "already 

considered and discussed" specifically in notices of allowance in the parent cases. 

5. Applicant has not reviewed the remarks about Bonalle in view of the 

examiner's comment that it is not prior art. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the examiner telephone the undersigned if 

the examiner has any concerns or disagreements with the above remarks, or if there has 

been any misunderstanding as to any of the above points. 

Dated: January 24, 2017 

Serial No. 14/719,009 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 
by its attorney 

I Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

Lou is@valu ablepatents .com ,donald@valu ablepatents .com, 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Jan 24, 2017 03:25:55 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document Mailroom Date 
APP.FILE.REC 01/24/2017 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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UNITED STA 1ES p A 1ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

EXAMINER 
26362 7590 01/13/2017 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. GARG,YOGESHC 

7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

Scottsdale, AZ 85260 3625 

DATE MAILED: 01113/2017 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

141719,009 05/2112015 D Delano Ross JR. 23-CON5 5628 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $960 $0 $0 $960 04/13/2017 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that 
entity status still applies. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are l/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are l/2 the amount of small entity 
fees. 

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 

Pagel of3 
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 
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PART B- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

or Fax 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
(571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks l through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block l, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

26362 7590 01/13/2017 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

141719,009 05/2112015 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 

(Depositor's name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

D Delano Ross JR. 23-CON5 5628 

TITLE OF INVENTION: Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $960 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

GARG, YOGESH C 3625 

l. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

$0 $0 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

705-026410 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 

( l) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

$960 04/13/2017 

2 ________________________ _ 

3 ________________________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual 0 Corporation or other private group entity 0 Government 

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 

0 Issue Fee 

0 Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) 

0 Advance Order- #of Copies _________ __ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 

0 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 

0 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

4b. Payment ofFee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

0 A check is enclosed. 

0 Payment by credit card. Form PT0-2038 is attached. 

0 The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee( s ), any deficiency, or credits any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/l5A and l5B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature _______________________ _ Date ____________________ _ 

Typed or printed name ______________________ __ Registration No. ________________ _ 
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UNITED STA 1ES p A 1ENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

141719,009 05/2112015 D Delano Ross JR. 

26362 7590 01/13/2017 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

23-CON5 5628 

EXAMINER 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. GARG,YOGESHC 

7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

Scottsdale, AZ 85260 3625 

DATE MAILED: 01113/2017 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance. 

Section 1(h)(2) of the AlA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the 
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See 
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer 
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to 
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant 
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the 
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term 
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CPR 1.705. 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0 101 or (571 )-272-4200. 

Page 3 of3 
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 

Page 51



OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B 

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and 
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency 
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration 
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the 
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number's legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 
1320.5(b). 

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain 
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is 
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary 
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form 
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to 
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which 
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission 
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of 
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records 
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required 
by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence 
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of 
settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance 
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having 
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to 
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of 
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes 
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 
218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General 
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's 
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority 
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations 
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. 
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication 
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a 
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the 
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated 
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public 
inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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Notice of Allowability 

Application No. 
14/719,009 
Examiner 
YOGESH C. GARG 

Applicant(s) 
ROSS ET AL. 
Art Unit 
3625 

AlA (First Inventor to File) 
Status 

No 

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOW ABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. [8] This communication is responsive to 1218/2016. 

D A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on ___ . 

2. D An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on __ ; the restriction 
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3. [8] The allowed claim(s) is/are 71-90. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

Certified copies: 

a) D All b) D Some *c) D None of the: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: __ . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. D CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

D including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment I Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number {see 37 CFR 1.84{c)) should be written on the drawings in the front {not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121{d). 

6. 0 DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Attachment(s) 
1. D Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 

2. D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 
Paper No./Mail Date __ 

3. D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 

4. D Interview Summary (PT0-413), 
Paper No./Mail Date __ . 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Off1ce 

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08·13) 
20170106 

5. D Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

6. [8] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

7. D Other __ . 

Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 
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Application/Control Number: 14/719,009 

Art Unit: 3625 

The present application is being examined under the pre-AlA first to invent provisions. 

Page 2 

1. Applicant's response filed 12/8/2016 is entered. Claims 71-90 are pending. None of the 

claims has been currently amended. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 12/8/2016 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 

granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of US Patents :9043228, 

8515825, 7818399, 6993572, and 6629135 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer 

has been recorded. 

In view of the filing a proper, above cited, Terminal Disclaimer, previous rejection of claims 71-90 

on the grounds of nonstatutory double patenting is now moot and withdrawn. 

3. Continuity: Examiner considered the continuity of the instant Application with its earlier 

parent applications which were allowed and are now US patents 9043228, 8515825, 7818399, 6993572, 

and 6629135 along with all the references, prior art and search carried out for these patents, see page 2 

of the earlier Office action mailed 12/7/2016. 

4. Patent eligibility: Examiner considered the patent eligibility per steps 2A and 2B, and 

found claims 71-90 patent eligible, as submitted in the earlier Office action mailed 12/7/2016, see page 3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 71-90 are allowed, wherein claims 71 and 81 are independent claims and claims 72-80 

and 82-90 depend from claims 71 and 81 respectively. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, alone or combined, neither teaches nor renders obvious the limitations, as 

a whole, comprising a computer system of an outsource provider upon receiving over the Internet an 
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electronic request generated by an Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to 

selection of a uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to the visitor 

computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third party to the outsource provider, wherein 

the URL correlates the source web page with a commerce object associated with at least one buying 

opportunity of a merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, automatically serving to the visitor 

computing device first instructions directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object 

information associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been activated, which 

commerce object includes at least one product available for sale through the computer system of the 

outsource provider after activating the URL, wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the 

visitor computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source web page, 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the composite web page as 

compared to the source web page, but excluding the commerce object information and the URL, and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to download data defining the overall 

appearance of the composite web page are accessible to the visitor computing device through the 

Internet (see independent claims 71 and 81 ). 

Note: While interpreting the independent claims 71 and 81, Examiner has considered for their 

support page 4, lines 4- 26, "According to the present invention the look and feel of each 

participating Host is captured and stored. Hosts may include links to selected products or product 

categories within pages residing on the Hosts' website. Upon actuation of such a link by a visitor of the 

Host website, a page is presented to the visitor incorporating a replica of the Host's look and feel directed 

to the sale of the selected products or product categories. The look and feel of a host is captured and 

stored by receiving an identification of an example page of a target host. The identified page is retrieved. 

The look and feel elements of the page are identified, and these elements are stored for future use in 

generating outsourced transparent pages, pages served by a server other than the host but with the 

host's look and feel. Such pages give the viewer of the page the impression that she is viewing pages 

served by the host. ........ Such links may direct the outsource provider to dynamically select content to 
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serve within the host's look and feel. ...... ", and page 38, lines 13-22," .... The overall transaction process is 

very straightforward. The following is a list of the steps involved in receiving and processing an order 

request. a) A customer visits a Host website and, through contextually relevant content, becomes 

interested in a product offered, b) The customer selects the item(s) that she wishes to purchase by 

clicking a product image, banner-style link, or text link, or other offer format taking her to a dynamically 

generated web pages which retain the look and feel of the referring Host and are served by the e

commerce outsource provider, c) The customer browses through the products offered, indicating which 

items are to be purchased and in what quantities via forms on-screen.". 

5. Relevant reference considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

(i) Bonalle [US PUB No: 2016/0232566 A1 of Application No. 15/098,792 filed 04/14/2016; see at 

least paragraph 0074] teaches a system of addressing the problem of retaining control over 

customers during affiliate purchase transactions comprising a third-party outsource provider acting as a 

broker between multiple hosts and merchants such that providing a link associated with product-related 

content on a third party merchant's web page. In response to a click on the link by a customer he is 

not transported to the merchant's webpage but instead he is redirected to a composite web page 

that combines product information associated with the selected item and visually perceptible elements of 

the host web page. The outsource provider's server responds by first identifying the host web page where 

the link has been selected and retrieving the corresponding stored "look and feel" information, constructs 

a composite web page using the retrieved "look and feel" information of the host web page, with 

the product-related content embedded within it, so that the composite web page is visually perceived by 

the customer as associated with the host web page. 

Note: The instant application claims priority to Application no. 09398268, filed 09/17/1999 ,now 

U.S. Patent #6629135, 09398268 Claims Priority from Provisional Application 60100697, filed 09/17/1998 

and therefore reference Bonalle cannot be used as a prior art to read on the claims of the instant claim. 

(ii) Other relevant prior art is already considered and discussed for the parent applications 

which are now US Patents: 9043228, 8515825, 7818399, 6993572, and 6629135 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 

of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 

submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 

be directed to YOGESH C. GARG whose telephone number is (571 )272-6756. The examiner can 

normally be reached on Maxiflex Program. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Smith A. Jeffrey can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the organization where this 

application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 

either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 

at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 

or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-

1000. 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 
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Search Strategy 

Databases: ABI/INFORM® Professional Advanced, British Library Inside Conferences, Business & Industry, Ei 

Compendex®, Gale Group Computer Database TM, Gale Group Health Periodicals Database, Gale Group New Product 

Announcements I Pius(E\!, Gale Group Newsletter Databasen'1, Gale Group PROMT®, Gale Group Trade & Industry 

Databasen~, lnsp;~c@), NTIS: National Technical Information SE:rvice, ProOuE:st Advanced TE:ch & Aerospace 

Professional, ProQuest Advanced Tech & Aerospace Professional, ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Professional, 

ProQuest Newsstand Professional, SciSearch@: a Cited Reference Science Database 

S1 

S2 

l((display??? or presen????? or creat??? or generat???) 

I near/25 ((composite or hybrid) near/1 0 (w;~b near/1 pagE:)) 

! near/25 ((select??? or click??? I near/1 0 (!ink or URL))I 

l((display??? or presen????? or creat??? or generat???) 

I near/25 ((composite or hybrid) near/1 0 (w;~b near/1 pagE:)) 

!near/25 ((select??? or click???\ near/50 (!ink or URL))I 

" Duplicates are removed frorn the seard1 and from the resuit count. 

06 January 2017 Page 2 of 3 ProOuest 
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Application/Control No. 

Search Notes 14719009 

Examiner 

YOGESH C GARG 

CPC-SEARCHED 

Symbol 
G06Q30/0631 , 06 
G06Q 30/027 4 

Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 

ROSS ET AL. 

Art Unit 

3625 

Date Examiner 
11/9/2016 YG 
1/6/2017 YG 

CPC COMBINATION SETS -SEARCHED 

Symbol I Date I Examiner 
I I 

US CLASSIFICATION SEARCHED 

Class I Subclass I Date I Examiner 
705 126.1,26.41 I 11/9/2016 I YG 

SEARCH NOTES 

Search Notes Date Examiner 
Keyword search on East database 11/9/2016 YG 
Reviewed all parent Applications 11/2/2016 YG 
Reviewed IDS filed 5/21/2015 11/2/2016 YG 
Revised keyword seaarch on East 1/6/2017 YG 
Interference search conducted 1/6/2017 YG 
NPL search on Proquest dialog 1/6/2017 YG 

INTERFERENCE SEARCH 

US Class/ US Subclass I CPC Group Date Examiner 
CPC Symbol 
G06Q30 0613,0274 1/6/2017 YG 
705 26.41' 26.1' 26.7, 27.1' 14.19. 14.27, 14.39 1/6/2017 YG 
707 E17.117 1/6/2017 YG 
709 218,245 1/6/2017 YG 
717 207,205,234,781 1/6/2017 YG 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 201701 06 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Issue Classification 14719009 ROSS ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

YOGESH C GARG 3625 

CPC 

Symbol Type Version 

G06Q ::::::::::: 30 I ~ 0613 F 2013-01-01 

G06Q ::::::::::: 30 I ~ 0274 A 2013-01-01 

::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 
::::::::::: I ~ 

CPC Combination Sets 

Symbol Type Set ... Version n"'"""'!:l 
:::::::::::: :::::~::::• 
:::::::::::: :::::~::::• 

NONE 
Total Claims Allowed: 

20 
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3625 01/06/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure 

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 71 8 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20170106 

Page 81



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Issue Classification 14719009 ROSS ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

YOGESH C GARG 3625 

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED 

705 26.41 G 0 6 Q 30 I 06 (2012.01.01) 

CROSS REFERENCE(S) 

CLASS SUBCLASS {ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK) 

705 26.1 26.7 27.1 14.19 14.27 

705 14.39 

707 E17.117 

709 218 245 

715 205 207 234 781 

NONE 
Total Claims Allowed: 

20 
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3625 01/06/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure 

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 71 8 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20170106 

Page 82



Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

Issue Classification 14719009 ROSS ET AL. 

Examiner Art Unit 

YOGESH C GARG 3625 

~ Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant D CPA ~ T.D. D R.1.47 

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original 

71 87 

72 88 

73 89 

74 90 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

NONE 
Total Claims Allowed: 

20 
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner.Art Unit 3625 01/06/2017 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure 

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 71 8 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. 20170106 
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UNI1ED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BIB DATA SHEET 

Page 1 of 1 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

CONFIRMATION NO. 5628 

SERIAL NUMBER 

14/719,009 

FILING or 371 (c) 
DATE 

05/21/2015 

CLASS 

705 

GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET 
NO. 

RULE 

APPLICANTS 
DDR Holdings, LLC, Dunwoody, GA; 

INVENTORS 
D Delano Ross JR., Peachtree Corners, GA; 
Daniel D. Ross, Dunwoody, GA; 
Joseph R. Michaels, Bellevue, WA; 
William R. May, Atlanta, GA; 
Richard A. Anderson, Powder Springs, GA; 

** CONTINUING DATA ************************* 
This application is a CON of 13/970,515 08/19/2013 PAT 9043228 

which is a CON of 12/906,979 10/18/2010 PAT 8515825 
which is a CON of 11/343,464 01/30/2006 PAT 7818399 
which is a CON of 1 0/461 ,997 06/11/2003 PAT 6993572 
which is a CON of 09/398,268 09/17/1999 PAT 6629135 
which claims benefit of 60/100,697 09/17/1998 

** FOREIGN APPLICATIONS ************************* 

** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED ** 
06/01/2015 

3625 23-CON5 

Foreign Priority claimed 0 Yes ~No 

35 USC t t 9(a-d) conditions met 0 Yes 0 No 

STATE OR SHEETS TOTAL INDEPENDENT 

Verified and IYOGESH C GARG/ 
Acknowledged Examiner's Signature 

ADDRESS 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

TITLE 

0 Metafter 
Allowance COUNTRY DRAWINGS CLAIMS CLAIMS 

GA 24 20 1 

Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

FILING FEE FEES: Authority has been given in Paper 
RECEIVED No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

1600 No. for following: 

BIB (Rev. 05/07). 

0 All Fees 

0 1.16 Fees (Filing) 

0 1.17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time) 

0 1.18 Fees (Issue) 

0 Other 

0 Credit 
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To: 
From: 
Cc: 

Lou is@valu ablepatents .com ,donald@valu ablepatents .com, 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Jan 13,2017 03:27:42 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document 
NOA 

Mailroom Date 
01/13/2017 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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PTO/SB/26 

Doc Code: DIST.E.FILE U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer- Filed Department of Commerce 

Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION OVER A 
"PRIOR" PATENT 

Application Number 14719009 

Filing Date 21-May-2015 

First Named Inventor DRoss 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 

Title of Invention 

Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through 
coordinated offsite marketing 

~ 
Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirement for response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstanding 
Office Action 

~ This electronic Terminal Disclaimer is not being used for a Joint Research Agreement. 

Owner Percent Interest 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 100% 

The owner(s) with percent interest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the 
terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration 
date of the full statutory term of prior patent number(s) 

9043228 

8515825 

7818399 

6993572 

6629135 
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as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so 
granted on the instant application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly 
owned. This agreement runs with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee, its successors 
or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of the term of any patent granted on the instant 
application that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, "as the term of said prior patent 
is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer," in the event that said prior patent later: 
-expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee; 
- is held unenforceable; 
- is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction; 
-is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321; 
- has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate; 
- is reissued; or 
- is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. 

Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) is included with Electronic Terminal Disclaimer request. 

0 
I certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) 
required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application. 

Applicant claims the following fee status: 

0 Small Entity 

0 Micro Entity 

(!) Regular Undiscounted 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES 

I certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that I am: 

(!) An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office who is of record in 
this application 

Registration Number 38918 

0 A sole inventor 

0 
A joint inventor; I certify that I am authorized to sign this submission on behalf of all of the inventors as evidenced by the 
power of attorney in the application 

0 A joint inventor; all of whom are signing this request 

Signature 
/Louis J. Hoffman/ 

Name Louis J. Hoffman 
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*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner). 
Form PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324. 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 14719009 

Filing Date: 21-May-2015 

Title of Invention: 
Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CONS 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Basic Filing: 

STATUTORY OR TERMINAL DISCLAIMER 1814 1 160 160 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Page 89



Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USD($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USD ($) 160 
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Doc Code: DISQ.E.FILE 
Document Description: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer- Approved 

Application No.: 14719009 

Filing Date: 21-May-2015 

Applicant/Patent under Reexamination: Ross 

Electronic Terminal Disclaimer filed on December 8, 2016 

C8J APPROVED 

This patent is subject to a terminal disclaimer 

D DISAPPROVED 

Approved/Disapproved by: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer automatically approved by EFS-Web 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 27734154 

Application Number: 14719009 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 5628 

Title of Invention: 
Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Customer Number: 26362 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Filer Authorized By: Louis J. Hoffman 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CON5 

Receipt Date: 08-DEC-2016 

Filing Date: 21-MAY-2015 

TimeStamp: 13:16:52 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type CARD 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $160 

RAM confirmation Number 1208161NTEFSW13164900 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size( Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

35159 

1 Electronic Terminal Disclaimer-Filed eTerminai-Disclaimer.pdf no 3 
4 7e89d5fd3f4f07bb9Sc7868b 1137cad 1f38 

aBbe 

Warnings: 

Information: 

30870 

2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info. pdf no 2 
c9455Sa 1 db8ad3acd72a4ded2578d086f76 

9f501 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 66029 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title 

Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. 

14/719,009 

05/21/2015 

Art Unit 

Examiner 

Conf. No. 

3625 

Garg, Y ogesh C. 

5628 

Method and computer system for serving commerce information of 
an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 
commercial opportunities 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Filed via EFS-Web- December 8, 2016 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated December 7, 2016, applicant requests 

consideration of the following remarks. No amendments are submitted. No fees are 

due. 
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Remarks 

In the December 7, 2016, Office Action, the only rejection is for double-patenting. 

In response, applicant submits concurrently with this paper a terminal disclaimer for e

processing through the Office's electronic filing system, to overcome the non-statutory 

double patenting rejection (the sole ground of rejection) over U.S. Patents 6,629,135, 

6,993,572, 7,818,399, 8,515,825, and 9,043,228. No admission is being made about the 

closeness of the present claims to the previous patents; to the contrary, there are 

important distinctions between the claims, including some argued in parent 

applications or elsewhere, that should not be overlooked. Rather, applicant submits the 

terminal disclaimers to moot the rejections most easily and with a minimum of expense. 

Assignee and the undersigned thank the examiner and respectfully requests 

prompt allowance. 

Please feel free to telephone the undersigned if there are any questions or 

concerns or if it would in any way advance prosecution of this application. 

Dated: December 8, 2016 

Serial No. 14/719,009 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 
by its attorney 

I Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
7689 East Paradise Lane 
Suite 2 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 

Page 2 of 2 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 27735321 

Application Number: 14719009 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 5628 

Title of Invention: 
Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Customer Number: 26362 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Filer Authorized By: Louis J. Hoffman 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CON5 

Receipt Date: 08-DEC-2016 

Filing Date: 21-MAY-2015 

TimeStamp: 14:05:30 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size( Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

68540 

1 
Amendment/Req. Reconsideration-After 

16-12-08-DDR-CON5-RTOA.pdf no 2 
Non-Final Reject 

9e54f2Sd2b3338b9ab92bccb31 c597601 03 
ae411 

Warnings: 
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Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes)~ 68540 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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UNITED STATES pATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

141719,009 05/2112015 D Delano Ross JR. 

26362 7590 12/07/2016 
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Preliminary Amendment filed 9/21/2015 is entered. Claims 1-70 are canceled and new claims 71-

90 are added. 

Continuity 

1. This application is a continuation application of is a continuation of 13970515, filed 08/19/2013 

,now U.S. Patent #9043228, 13970515 is a continuation of 12906979, filed 10/18/2010 ,now U.S. Patent 

#8515825, and having 1 RCE-type filing therein 12906979 is a continuation of 11343464, filed 

01/30/2006 ,now U.S. Patent #7818399, 11343464 is a continuation of 10461997, filed 06/11/2003 ,now 

U.S. Patent #6993572, 10461997 is a continuation of 09398268, filed 09/17/1999 ,now U.S. Patent 

#6629135, 09398268 Claims Priority from Provisional Application 60100697, filed 09/17/1998. See 

MPEP §201.07. In accordance with MPEP §609.02 A. 2 and MPEP §2001.06(b) (last paragraph), the 

Examiner has reviewed and considered the prior art cited in the cited Parent Applications. Also in 

accordance with MPEP §2001.06(b) (last paragraph), all documents cited or considered 'of record' in the 

above cited Parent Applications are now considered cited or 'of record' in this application. Additionally, 

Applicant(s) are reminded that a listing of the information cited or 'of record' in the Parent Applications 

need not be resubmitted in this application unless Applicants desire the information to be printed on a 

patent issuing from this application. See MPEP §609.02 A. 2. Finally, Applicants are reminded that the 

prosecution history of the Parent Applications is relevant in this application. See e.g., Microsoft Corp. v. 

Multi-Tech Sys., Inc., 357 F.3d 1340, 1350,69 USPQ2d 1815, 1823 (Fed. Cir. 2004) (holding that 

statements made in prosecution of one patent are relevant to the scope of all sibling patents). 

Claims 71-90 filed 9/2/2015 are pending for examination. 

Double Patenting 

2. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in 

public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise 

extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
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assignees. A nonstatutory double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not 

identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) 

because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the 

reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428,46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re 

Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 

(Fed. Cir. 1985); In re VanOrnum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 

438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) may be used to 

overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory double patenting provided the 

reference application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with the examined application, or 

claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research 

agreement. See MPEP § 717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file 

provisions of the AlA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §§ 706.02(1)(1)- 706.02(1)(3) for 

applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA. A terminal 

disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (b). 

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be used. Please visit 

www.uspto.gov/patenVpatents-forms. The filing date of the application in which the form is filed 

determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26, PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A 

web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal 

Disclaimer that meets all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission. 

For more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to 

www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-l.jsp. 

Claims 71-90 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting as being unpatentable 

over (i) claims 1-16 of U.S. Patent No. 9,043,228, (ii) Claims 1-22 of US Patent No.8,515,825, (iii) claims 

1-26 of US Patent No. 7,818,399, (iv) claims 1-27 of US Patent No.6,993,572, and (v) claims 1-18 of US 

Patent No. 6,629,135 . Although the claims at issue are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 

each other because the claims of the instant application and the cited patents are directed to the same 
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concept and important critical features that a system executes a process that in response to activation of 

a link, automatically provides a composite web page that combines overall appearance from a host web 

page with product or service related information from a merchant, wherein the merchant, the system and 

the host are third party to each other. 

3. Patent eligibility: The claims [see at least the independent claims 71 and 81] of the instant 

application do not recite a mathematical algorithm, nor it recite a fundamental economic or longstanding 

commercial practice. The claims of the instant application, similar to DDR Holding patent 7,818,399 [US 

Application no, 12906979, which is the parent to the instant Application, see above "Continuity"] deal with 

a problem unique to the Internet. Internet users visiting one web site might be interested in viewing 

products sold on a different web site, but the owners of the first web site did not want to constantly 

redirect users away from their web site to a different web site. The claimed solution used a series of steps 

that in response to activation of a link, automatically provides a composite web page that combines 

overall appearance from a host web page with product or service related information from a merchant, 

wherein the merchant, the system and the host are third party to each other. The claims at issue provide 

an Internet-based solution to solve a problem unique to the Internet addressing a business challenge 

(retaining website visitors) that is particular to the Internet and does not merely recite the performance of 

some business practice known from the pre-Internet world along with the requirement to perform it on the 

Internet. The claims at issue (i) do not foreclose other ways of solving the problem, and (ii) recite a 

specific series of steps that resulted in a departure from the routine and conventional sequence of events 

after the click of a hyperlink. Because no idea similar to those previously found by the courts to be 

abstract has been identified in the claim, the claim should be deemed to be not directed to a judicial 

exception (Step 2A: NO) and in combination recites "significantly more" to be patent eligible. 

4. Prior art discussion: The prior art of record, alone or combined, neither teaches nor renders 

obvious the limitations, as a whole, comprising a computer system of an outsource provider upon 

receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an Internet-accessible computing device of 
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a visitor in response to selection of a uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has 

been served to the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third party to the 

outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page with a commerce object associated 

with at least one buying opportunity of a merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 

automatically serving to the visitor computing device first instructions directing the visitor computing 

device to display commerce object information associated with the commerce object associated with the 

URL that has been activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL, wherein the commerce 

object information is displayed to the visitor computing device on a composite web page visually 

corresponding to the source web page, wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance 

of the composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the commerce object 

information and the URL, and wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are accessible to the visitor 

computing device through the Internet (see independent claims 71-81 ). 

Note: while interpreting the independent claims 71 and 81, Examiner has considered for their 

support page 4, lines 4- 26, " According to the present invention the look and feel of each participating 

Host is captured and stored. Hosts may include links to selected products or product categories within 

pages residing on the Hosts' website. Upon actuation of such a link by a visitor of the Host website, a 

page is presented to the visitor incorporating a replica of the Host's look and feel directed to the sale of 

the selected products or product categories. The look and feel of a host is captured and stored by 

receiving an identification of an example page of a target host. The identified page is retrieved. The look 

and feel elements of the page are identified, and these elements are stored for future use in generating 

outsourced transparent pages, pages served by a server other than the host but with the host's look and 

feel. Such pages give the viewer of the page the impression that she is viewing pages served by the host. 

........ Such links may direct the outsource provider to dynamically select content to serve within the host's 

look and feel. ...... ", and page 38, lines 13-22, " ... .The overall transaction process is very 

straightforward. The following is a list of the steps involved in receiving and processing an order request. 
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a) A customer visits a Host website and, through contextually relevant content, becomes interested in a 

product offered. b) The customer selects the item(s) that she wishes to purchase by clicking a product 

image, banner-style link, or text link, or other offer format taking her to a dynamically generated web 

pages which retain the look and feel of the referring Host and are served by thee-commerce outsource 

provider. c) The customer browses through the products offered, indicating which items are to be 

purchased and in what quantities via forms on-screen.". 

Conclusion 

5. Relevant reference considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

(i) Bonalle [US PUB No: 2016/0232566 A1 of Application No. 15/098,792 filed 04/14/2016; see at 

least paragraph 0074] teaches a system of addressing the problem of retaining control over customers 

during affiliate purchase transactions comprising a third-party outsource provider acting as a broker 

between multiple hosts and merchants such that providing a link associated with product-related content 

on a third party merchant's web page. In response to a click on the link by a customer he is not 

transported to the merchant's webpage but instead he is redirected to a composite web page that 

combines product information associated with the selected item and visually perceptible elements of the 

host web page. The outsource provider's server responds by first identifying the host web page where the 

link has been selected and retrieving the corresponding stored "look and feel" information, constructs a 

composite web page using the retrieved "look and feel" information of the host web page, with the 

product-related content embedded within it, so that the composite web page is visually perceived by the 

customer as associated with the host web page. 

Note: The instant application claims priority to Application no. 09398268, filed 09/17/1999 ,now 

U.S. Patent #6629135, 09398268 Claims Priority from Provisional Application 601 0069"7, filed 

09/17/1998 and therefore reference Bonalle cannot be used as a prior art to read on the claims of the 

instant claim. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 

be directed to YOGESH C. GARG whose telephone number is (571 )272-6756. The examiner can 

normally be reached on Maxiflex Program. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Smith A. Jeffrey can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the organization where this 

application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 

either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 

at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 

or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-

1000. 

/YOGESH C GARG/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 
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Interests"; Proceedings of Conference on Knowledge and Information 
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CIMINO, J.J. et al.; "Architecture for a Web-Based Clinical Information System 
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Challenges and Some Viewpoints"; Proceedings of the 2nd International 
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"Technology Solutions to Electronic Transactions: A White Paper"; Digital River, 
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"Places to Stay, Now WorldRes, Completes $4 Million 1st-Round Venture"; news 

118 release from http:/ /www.wiredhotelier.com; March 4, 1997. 
BALABANOVIC, M. and SHOPHANM, Y.; "Fab: Content-Based Collaborative 
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"About The Internet Travel Network I Future Directions; Internet Travel 
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"A Quote to Meetings and Sports; Internet Travel Network"; www.itn.com; 

201 November 27, 1995. 
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202 Internet Travel Network News; 1997. 
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"Internet Travel Network's Guide To Online Marketing; Successful Online 
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"Car And Hotel Functionality; Internet Travel Network Becomes First Full
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206 Solutions"; Business Wire; July 22, 1996. 
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"Preview Travel; Ticket to Ride, Net Style"; The Red Herring; pp. 52, 54, 56; Fall 
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"Internet Travel Network Releases New Technology For New Year"; January 1, 

213 1997. 
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220 Partnership For Online Air And Hotel Bookings"; Business Wire; April21, 1997. 
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ROSEN; "Industry Goes Intranet"; Business Travel News, Issue 353; pp. 1, 26; 
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NG; "Choosing A System; The Increasing Availability and Sophistication of 
Software Systems Makes Travel Management a snap"; Travel Agent; pg. 78; 
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ELLIOTT; "Enter The Giant; Microsoft Unveils a Three-pronged Plan to Become a 

236 Powerhouse in Online Travel"; Travel Agent; pp. 84-86; September 9, 1996. 
ROSEN and O'CONNOR; "BTS Signs Up Partners"; Business Travel News; 

237 September 9, 1996. 
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MADDOX; "Traveling On The Web; Travelocity refines its Web site to better 
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247 October 1994. 
"Quote.com Network Provides Online Advertisers With High-Volume 
Impressions, Valued Demographics; Leading Internet Network Gains Momentum 
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Environment"; Team WARE Group; pp. 1-15; March 13, 1996. 
"Tech Squared Announces That New Web Site Is Operational; Expects Digital 
River Site Up And Running By Mid-June"; Business Wire, Inc.; June 5, 1996. 
"Digital River Announces First Encrypted Software Sale"; PR Newswire 
Association, Inc.; August 12, 1996. 
WOOLLACOTT, et al.; "Web Spoofing Poses New Security Threat"; Info World, 
Vol. 19, Issue 1, pp. 33-34; January 6, 1997. 

Archived web page www.digitalriver.com; Aprill2, 1997. 

Archived web page www.qfx.com; July 7, 1997. 
"Claw (Physical Shipment) 1ST SOFTWARE"; www.3digitalriver.com; January 5, 
1998. 
"Electronic Software Distribution Agreement"; Digital River, Inc. and Fujitsu 
Software Corp.; pp. 1-14; July 16, 1997. 
"Welcome to Blue Byte Software, Inc. Electronic Ordering!!" 
www3.digitalriver.com; August 11, 1997. 
"Corel Teams With Digital River To Expand Online Shopping Centre"; PR 
Newswire Associate, Inc.; August 14, 1997. 
"Digital River Signs SOOth Client For Internet Software Delivery"; PR Newswire 
Association, Inc.; August 20, 1997. 

"Tympani Development Store"; www4.digitalriver.com; August 24, 1997. 
"Lucida Font Family; Please select from the following:"; www3.digitalriver.com; 
August 25, 1997. 

"DTP Direct"; www4.digitalriver.com; August 28,1997. 
"Digital River To Offer Symantec Products To Its Online Dealer Network"; PR 
Newswire Association, Inc.; September 10, 1997. 
KISTNER, et al.; "Lets Go Shopping"; PC Magazine; certain pages; November 18, 
1997. 

"2ask Software Store"; www3digitalriver.com; November 24, 1997. 

Archived web page digitalriver.com; December 21, 1997. 

/YOGESH C GARG/ Date Considered: __ 1_1_/_0_9_/_2_0_1_6 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Page 120



14/719009 
Form PT0-1449 (Modified) Serial No.: 
List of Patents and Publications For 

Information Disclosure Statement 

First Inventor: 
Filed: 

Ross, D. Delano, Jr. 
05/21/2015 

Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Page 14 of 25 Conf. No.: 

Examiner 
Initials 

OTHER ART 

Item Author Title Date Pertinent Pages Etc. 
GIOMBETTI; "Avant-Garde Entrepreneur; Joel Ronning of Digital River Is Racing 
To Keep His Online Software Delivery Company Out In Front In What He 
Believes Will Eventually Be A Global Oligopoly"; Minnesota Business & 

280 Opportunities; December 1997. 
Email exchange between Scott Platt of Digital River and Steve Estv Anik re: 

281 "Status of changes"; January 2, 1998. 
Digital River Press Release; "Digital River Signs Online Partnership With J&R 

282 Computer World"; January 19, 1998. 
"Ron Scott, Inc.; QFX The Ultimate Image Editing Solution"; 

283 www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 

284 "SFS Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 
"North Beach Labs Software Store; Disk Duplicator"; www.digitalriver.com; 

285 March 14, 1998. 

286 "Sapient Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 16, 1998. 

287 "Auto F/X Corporation Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 31, 1998. 

288 "The Ultimate Directory- InfoSpace"; www.infospace.com; AprillO, 1998. 

289 "Integratech Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 30, 1998. 

290 "DTP Direct Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 28, 1998. 

291 "Innovation Multimedia Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 29, 1998. 

292 "MicroProse, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 24, 1998. 

293 "MicroProse, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 30, 1998. 

294 "MicroProse Games List"; www.microprose.com; March 10, 1998. 
Screen shots of BuyComp web site hosted on both buycomp.com and 

295 digitalriver.com. 

296 "Digital River; The Journey Continues"; 1998. 

297 "Corporate Backgrounder"; Traveling Software; June 22, 1998. 

298 "PIM Sari Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 26, 1998. 

299 "Extended Help Center; 1ST STOP"; www.lstopsoft.com; November 14, 1997. 
"Visual Office: The best personal productivity tool; Drowning In Infoglut? 

300 Spending Too Much Time Searching?"; visualoffice.pair.com; October 9, 1997. 

301 Archived web page www.bistream.com; January 17, 1997. 

302 Bitsteam Typeface Library; Online Ordering; date not specified. 

303 Archived web page www2.digitalriver.com; October 19, 1996. 
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324 

325 
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"Arrow Publishing Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 14, 1998. 

"Ositis Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April3, 1998. 

"Net Nanny Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April14, 1998. 
"Sunbow International, Inc Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 
1998. 

"BIZPLAN BULDER interactive"; www.digitalriver.com; March 11, 1998. 

"Adaptec, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; July 21, 1998. 

"Valley of Fire Software Online Store"; www.digitalriver.com; December 22, 1999. 

"Jan's Journeys"; www3.digtialriver.com; August 26, 1997. 
"Welcome To Whirlwind Technologies Electronic Ordering System"; 
www3.digitalriver.com; June 18, 1997. 
"Peach System Software Store; MVP SOFTWARE, INC."; www.digitalriver.com; 
March 14, 1998. 

"Olympus America Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 22, 1998. 

"Peak Technology Ltd. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; February 15, 1999. 

"PY Software, Inc Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 

"RBC, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 
"Welcome to QRS Music, Inc. Electronic ordering"; www.digitalriver.com; March 
14, 1998. 
"Welcome To Global Majic Software, Inc. Electronic ordering"; 
www3.digitalriver.com; August 11, 1998. 

"InterDimensions Corp Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 5, 1998. 

"Intelligent Technologies Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 5, 1998. 
"Global Majic Software, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 20, 
1998. 

"Lateral Technologies Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April, 30, 1998. 
"Internet Neighborhood; KNOW ARE, INC."; www3.digitalriver.com; February 9, 
1998. 
"KH Software Development Online Store"; www.digitalriver.com; December 1, 
1999. 

"Open Window Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 
"Welcome to the Live Picture Online Store"; www3.digitalriver.com; August 15, 

327 1997. 

ALL REFE~~~~~~~~l'~D~rmmlJ®+.N~1HROUGH. /Y. C. G/ 

Examiner: /YOGESH C GARG/ Date Considered: 11/09/2016 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Page 122



Form PT0-1449 (Modified) Serial No.: 14/719009 

List of Patents and Publications For 

Information Disclosure Statement 

First Inventor: 
Filed: 

Ross, D. Delano, Jr. 
05/21/2015 

Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Page 16 of 25 Conf. No.: 

Examiner 
Initials Item 

328 

329 
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348 

349 
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"WinSite Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; February 4, 1998. 

"Apple Mountain Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April10, 1998. 

"DTP Direct Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 12, 1998. 

"M. Casco Associates Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 26, 1998. 

"Mach5 Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 

"Cyber 411"; www3.digitalriver.com; February, 4, 1998. 

"Matchup Sports Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 6, 1998. 

"Markus Friberg Data Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 6, 1998. 

"ARCaine Technology"; invl.digitalriver.com; May 12, 1997. 

"ARCaine Technology"; www4.digtialriver.com; May 9, 1997. 

"Artbeats Software Store"; www.digtialriver.com; January 28, 1998. 

"Author Direct Shareware Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April14, 1998. 

"Best Effort Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April13, 1998. 

"BuenSoft Co. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April30, 1998. 

Archived web page www.1stsoftware.com; April21, 1998. 

Century Technology Group Summary; April17, 1998. 

"Microshops Proposal"; January 22, 1998. 

Letter to Unicoil from Del Ross; February 3, 1998. 
Century Technology Group- A Nexchange Proposal for Dunwoody Gourmet; 
March 11, 1998. 

Archived webpage at www.e-merchant-group.com; May 16; 1998. 

Archived web page at www. Statenisland.com; April18, 1997. 

Archived web page at www2.travelnow.com; September 21, 1999. 

Archived web pages at www.sextoy.com; May 17, 1998. 
Andrews; "Partners in Affiliate Marketing Struggle with Branding Issues"; 
Internet World; April13, 1998. 
Marciano;" Are Affiliate Programs for You?"; Web Marketing Today; April1, 
1998. 

Archived web pages at www.one-and-only.com; April1999. 

354 Archived web page at www.financing.hosting.ibm.com; December 27, 1996. 

355 Archived web page at www.ibm.com; December 20, 1996. 
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356 Archived web page at www.dbc.com; (NYSE); 1996. 
"Data Broadcasting to Offer Real-time Internet Quote Service for $29.95 a Month"; 

357 M2 PRESSWIRE; January 3, 1996. 
"Data Broadcasting Real-time Stock Market Quote Service Begins; $29.95 Monthly 

358 Fee Includes Mandatory Exchange Fees"; Business Wire; April26, 1996. 

359 Archived web page at www.dbc.com; November 15, 1996. 
"Quote.com Provides Seven High-Profile Web Sites with Financial News and 

360 Information; PR Newswire; June 10, 1996. 
BPAI decision; Ex parte DDR HOLDINGS, LLC; Appeal 2009-0013987; 

361 Reexamination Control 90/008,374; Patent No. 6,993,572; April16, 2010. 
BPAI decision; Ex parte DDR HOLDINGS, LLC; Appeal 2009-0013988; 

362 Reexamination Control 90/008,375; Patent No. 6,629,135; April16, 2010. 
Defendants' Invalidity Contentions from Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); June 6, 

363 2011. 
ASPAliance.com Sample Book Chapters, Chapter 1: Foundation Concepts; Taken 
from "Cascading Style Sheets: Seperating Content from Presentation"; Glasshaus; 

364 believed first published April 1, 2004. 
Sugiura and Koseki; "Internet scrapbook: automating Web browsing tasks by 
demonstration"; Proceedings of the 11th Annual ACM symposium on User 

365 Interface Software and Technology; pp. 9-18; 1998. 
Archived web pages at Lycos.com and Newsalert.com, with page source; 

366 December 11, 1997. 

367 Internet Archive FAQ; archived web page; March 10, 2001. 
Archived web pages at REI.com and Mammut.ch, with page source; February 22, 

368 1997. 
Conway, et al.; "Net.Commerce for OS/390"; IBM International Technical Support 

369 Organization; July 1998. 
Ellsworth; "Using Compuserv- The Comprehensive Guide to All the Online 

370 Services and Resources Available!"; 1994. 

371 Bowen & Peyton; "How to Get the Most Out of Compuserv"; 5th Edition; 1993. 

372 DPP-Build Program Usage Guide for Version 2; June 26, 1992. 

373 Combined Mall Product Analysis; week of July 14, 1996 through July 20, 1996. 
Hubbard; "E-commerce firm lands $9 million"; Atlanta Business Chronicle; 

374 August 20, 1999. 

375 Archived web page at Teachnet.com/Brainstorm of the Day; April29, 1999. 
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376 Archived web page at Talkcity.com; April29, 1999. 
Dunn; "Winning the Affiliate Game: A Ten-Step Master Plan For Maximizing 

377 Your Profits"; 1998. 
"e-business case studies Recreational Equipment, Inc., An Internet retaining 

378 innovator"; IBM; 1999. 
"e-business Solutions Leading retailer makes Internet shopping a personal 

379 experience"; IBM; 1998 
"IBM Launches Global Small Business Initiative Backed by $100 Million 

380 Marketing Campaign"; IBM I Business Wire; May 4, 1999. 
Vestal; "Electronic Commerce Environments: Corporate Obstacles and 
Opportunities to Competitiveness"; INSS 690 Thesis; Bowie State University; 

381 August 1, 1999. 
Sawhney & Kaplan; "The Emerging Landscape of Business to Business 

382 Ecommerce"; Business 2.0 Magazine; September 1999. 
Klein & Lindemann; "New Architecture for Webenabled EDI-Applications and 

383 their Impact on VANS"; Research Paper; April26, 1999. 
Yarden; "Evaluating the Performance of Electronic Commerce Systems"; 

384 Proceedings 1997 Winter Simulation Conference; 1997. 
Zwass; "Structure and Macro-Level Impacts of Electronic Commerce: From 
Technological Infrastructure to Electronic Marketplaces"; Emerging Information 

385 Technologies/Sage Publications; 1998. 
Bakos; "The Emerging Role of Electronic Marketplaces on the Internet"; 

386 Communications of the ACM; August 1998. 
Bailey & Bakos; "An Exploratory Study of the Emerging Role of Electronic 
Intermediaries"; International Journal of Electronic Commerce; Vol. 1, No.3, 

387 Spring 1997. 
Burton & Mooney; "The Evolution of Electronic Marketplaces: An Exploratory 
Study of Internet-Based Electronic Commerce Within the American Independent 

388 Insurance Agency System"; AJIS; November 1998. 
Dogac et al.; "An Electronic Marketplace Architecture"; Idea Group Publishing; 

389 1999. 
Claim Construction ORDER; Civil Action No. 2:06-CV -00042 (DF); 

390 November 21, 2011. 
ORDER on Defendants' Rule 72 Objections and Motion for Reconsideration; 

391 Civil Action No. 2:06-CV-00042 (DF); February 21, 2012. 
Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions Pursuant to Local Rule 3-6; Civil 

392 Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); February 6, 2012. 
ALL REFERENCt:S L,ONS!DERED EXCEPT WHERE LiNED THROUGH. /Y.G./ 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /Y.C.G/ 
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Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 6,629,135 to 

393 various references; February 6, 2012. 
Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 6,993,572 to 

394 various references; February 6, 2012. 
Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 7,818,399 to 

395 various references; February 6, 2012. 

396 Edwards, et al.; "Making Money In Cyberspace"; September 1998. 

397 Archived web pages at www.wilsonweb.com; February 7, 1998. 

398 Archived web page at www.wilsonweb.com; June 26, 1998. 
Wilson, Ralph; "Review of ShopSite Manager 3.1"; Web Commerce Today; Issue 

399 2; September 15, 1997. 
Screen images from www.wilsonweb.com, showing "Review of ShopSite 

400 Manager 3.1"; from Web Commerce Today; Issue 2; September 15, 1997. 
Wilson, Ralph; "How Via Web and ShopSite Pro Incorporate Affiliate Program 
Software; Web Commerce Today; Issue 8, March 15, 1998 (as posted on 

401 www.wilsonweb.com) 

402 Archived web page at astrology.net; October 29, 1996. 

403 Archived web pages at www.viamall.com; March 29, 1997. 

404 Archived web page at www.austads.com; May 20, 1998. 
"The CDnow Story", pages 172-176, referring to history in November 1994, March 

405 1997, and "early in 1998." 
Screen image from Barry's Temple of Godzilla: www.godzillatemple.com, 

406 showing CDnow.com; September 24, 1998. 
Screen image from rollingstone.com, showing links to CDnow, September 24, 

407 1998. 
Halper, Mark; Archived web page at www.businessweek.com, dated June 15, 

408 1997, showing "Cyberstorefronts for Rookies"; October 12, 2008. 

409 Archived web page at www.fredericks.com; July 21, 1997. 
Pages from Publishers Weekly, U.S. Copyright Office, and Phoenix Public 
Library, showing publication of Edwards' "Making Money in Cyberspace"; 

410 August 10, 1998. 

411 Archived web page at www.fredericks.com; April18, 1997. 

ALL REFERENCES CONSiDERED EXCEPT WHERE LiNED THROUGH. /Y.G./ 
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /Y.C.G/ 
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Archived web page at www.thespaceshop.com; December 12, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.kennedyspacecenter.com; January 30, 1998 

Archived web page at nasa.viamall.com; December 22, 1997. 
Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS) record of MARKETPLACEMCI; Reg. 
No. 1,940,267, filed August 19, 1994. 

Messmer, E.; "MCI opens electronic mall on 'Net"; Network World; April3, 1995. 
"Nordstrom E-Mail Shopping Expanded To Marketplacemci"; The Seattle Times; 
October 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Venture adds Nordstrom to marketplaceMCI"; 
Business Wire; October 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures Offers Innovations in Online Shopping"; 
Business Wire; December 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures adds greater shopping variety to 
marketplaceMCI with six new stores"; Business Wire; November 2, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures Announces Grand Opening of Online 
Shopping Mall"; Business Wire; September 7, 1995. 
"MCI unveils internetMCI; new MCI-branded software, nationwide access, 
content and shopping services"; Business Wire; March 27, 1995. 
"Via web's First Business Plan"; from webpage 
http://www.paulgraham.com/vwplan.html; referring to document dated August 

423 24, 1995. 

424 Archived web page at www.rollingstone.com; December 10, 1997. 
Wilson, Ralph F.; "Shopping Carts for Small Sites"; Web Commerce Today; Issue 

425 6; January 15, 1998. 

426 Archived web page at shopsite.com; December 28, 1996. 

427 Archived web pages at www.shopsite.com; January 10, 1997. 
United States Copyright Office, Certificate of Registration of Edwards' "Making 

428 Money in Cyberspace", submitted September 8, 1998, registered October 13,1998. 

429 Wikipedia page for RTML, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RTML, April4, 2011. 

430 "Digital River: Plumbing the Web"; The Digital River Review; February 1998. 

431 Web pages from www3.digitalriver.com; May 1998. 

432 Web pages from www.sdcorp.com with related source code; May 14, 1998 
Breimhurst, Henry; "Digital River plans an IPO this year"; CityBusiness; April24, 

433 1998. 
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Archived web pages at www.viaweb.com; "Press Quotes"; June 6, 1997. 

Archived web pages at www.austads.com with related source code; May 20, 1998. 

Archived web pages at www.fredericks.com; November 4, 1996. 
Archived web pages at www.fredericks.com, with related source code; February 
4, 1997. 
Altaner, David; "Interest in Internet Retailing Sites Slows to a Trickle"; 
http:/ /articles.sun-sentinel.com; September 25, 1997. 
"YAHOO TO ACQUIRE VIA WEB"; Press Release found at 
http:/ /docs.yahoo.com/docs/pr/release184.html; June 8, 1998. 

ForeFront releases WebWhacker 1.0; CNET News; January 4, 1996. 

ForeFront-Web Whacker User's Guide; 1995-1996. 
"Offline Web browsing: It's like surfing in Ohio"; INFOWORLD.com; Vol. 18, 
Issue 32; August 5, 1996. 
"You can take it with you with ForeFront's WebWhacker"; INFOWORLD.com; 
Vol. 19, Issue 18; May 5, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www.ffg.com regarding WebWhacker 3.0; April1, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www.ffg.com regarding WebWhacker; December 31, 1996. 
Expert Report of Peter Kent Regarding Invalidity of the '135, '572, and '399 
Patents; Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); May 18, 2012. 
Select exhibits from Expert Report of Peter Kent Regarding Invalidity of the '135, 
'572, and '399 Patents; Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); May 18, 2012. 
Selected pages from Incognito Cafe Web site describing Book Stacks Unlimited 
links partner program, 1996. 
Nexchange Merchant Internet Distributed Commerce Network Agreement, for 
Dunwoody Gourmet; September 1, 1998. 
MicroShops Business Plan, Century Technology Group, MicroShops, version 0.2, 
March 1998. 
Digital River, Inc. Dealer Agreement with Octal Publications Limited, January 1, 
1997. 
Online Decision Strategies presentation to Syntellect Interactive Communications; 
1996. 
Screenshots from a video clip dated March 31, 2012, of a Digital River employee 
showing certain archived webpages from www.ffg.com (December 31, 1996) and 
www.miramarsys.com (November 11, 1996) and reconstructions of pages served 

453 by Digital River for ForeFront and Miramar Systems, Inc. 
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US. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Actof1995, no persons are requWed to respond to a collection of information Wlless it contains a valid OMB control number 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL BASED ON AGE FOR ADVANCEMENT OF EXAMINATION 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(c}(1} 

Application Information 

Application 
14719009 

Confirmation 
2636 

Filing 
21 -May-201 5 

Number Number Date 

Attorney Docket 
23-CON5 Art Unit 3625 Examiner YOGESHGARG 

Number (optional) 

First Named 
LLC DDR HOLDINGS 

Inventor 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Attention: Office of Petitions 
An application may be made special for advancement of examination upon filing of a petition showing that the applicant is 65 
years of age, or more. No fee is required with such a petition. See 37 CFR 1.1 02(c)(1) and MPEP 708.02 (II). 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS TO MAKE SPECIAL FOR ADVANCEMENT OF EXAMINATION IN THIS APPLICATION 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(c)(1) and MPEP 708.02 (II) ON THE BASIS OF THE APPLICANT'S AGE. 

A grantable petition requires one of the following items: 
(1) Statement by one named inventor in the application that he/she is 65 years of age, or more; or 
(2) Certification by a registered attorney/agent having evidence such as a birth certificate, passport, driver's license, etc. 
showing one named inventor in the application is 65 years of age, or more. 

Name of Inventor who is 65 years of age, or older 

Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Daniel D Ross 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and 1 0.18. 
Please see 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the format of the signature. 

Select ( 1 ) or (2) : 

0 (1) I am an inventor in this application and I am 65 years of age, or more. 

@ {2) I am an attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, and I certify that I am in possession of evidence, 
and will retain such in the application file record, showing that the inventor listed above is 65 years of age. or more. 

Signature 
/Louis J. Hoffman/ 

Name 
Louis J. Hoffman 

Registration 
38918 

Number 
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advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the 
information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not 
furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your 
submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information 
Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 
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requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S. C. 552a(m). 
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7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, 
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recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about indivi duals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 3S U.S.C. 122(b} or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public ifthe record was filed in an 
application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal. State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In reApplication of 
LLC DDR HOLDINGS 

Application No. 14719009 

Filed: May21,2015 

Attorney Docket No. 23-CON5 

Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 

:DECISION ON PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 
;UNDER 37 CFR 1.1 02(c)(1) 

This is a decision on the electronic petition under 37 CFR 1.102 (c)(1 ), filed 04-NOV-2016 

application special based on applicant's age as set forth in MPEP § 708.02, Section II. 

to make the above-identified 

The petition is GRANTED. 

A grantable petition to make an application special under 37 CFR 1.1 02(c)(1 ), MPEP § 708.02, Section II: Applicant's Age must 
include a statement by applicant or a registered practitioner having evidence that applicant is at least 65 years of age. No fee is 

required. 

Accordingly, the above-identified application has been accorded "special" status and will be taken up for action by the examiner 
upon the completion of all pre-examination processing. 

Telephone inquiries concerning this electronic decision should be directed to the Electronic Business Center at 866-217-9197. 

All other inquiries concerning either the examination or status of the application should be directed to the Technology Center. 
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Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes)~ 38214 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. 

14/719,009 

05/21/2015 

Art Unit 

Examiner 

Conf. No. 

3625 

Garg, Y ogesh C. 

5628 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title Method and computer system for serving commerce information of 
an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 
commercial opportunities 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Filed via EFS-Web- September 21, 2015 

SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Before examination, assignee respectfully requests entry of the following 

amendments. 

• Amendment to the Title is found on page 2. 

• Amendments to the Specification are on page 3. 

• Amendments to the Claims begin on page 4. 

• Remarks begin on page 9. 

No fees are due. 
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Amendments 

IN THE TITLE: 

Please amend the title as follows: 

Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through 

coordinated offsite marketing Method and computer system for serving commerce 

information of an outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering 

commercial opportunities 

Serial No. 14/719,009 Page 2 of 11 
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IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the first paragraph on page 1 as follows: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of application Serial No. 13/970,515, filed 

August 19, 2013, now U.S. Patent 9,043,228, which is a continuation of application Serial 

No. 12/906,979, filed October 18, 2010, now U.S. Patent 8,515,825, which is a 

continuation of application Serial No. 11/343A64, filed January 30, 2006, now U.S. 

Patent 7,818,399, which is a continuation of application Serial No. 10/461,997, filed June 

11, 2003, now U.S. Patent 6,993,572, which is a continuation of application Serial No. 

09/398,268, filed September 17, 1999, now U.S. Patent 6,629)35, which claims the 

benefit of application Serial No. 60/100,697, filed September 17, 1998, which 

applications are hereby incorporated by reference. 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claims 1-70. (Canceled) 

71. (New) A method of serving commerce information of an outsource 

provider in connection with host web pages offering commercial opportunities, the 

method comprising: 

with a computer system of an outsource provider: 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 

automatically serving to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 

activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

Serial No. 14/719,009 Page 4 of 11 
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72. (New) The method of claim 71 wherein the composite web page 

further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object information, 

which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the commerce object into 

a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the outsource provider. 

73. (New) The method of claim 72 further comprising, automatically 

with the computer system of the outsource provider, accepting inputted payment 

information from the visitor computer, recording the payment information, and using 

the payment information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the commerce object 

when the computer system of the outsource provider detects selection of a checkout 

URL associated with the virtual shopping cart. 

74. (New) The method of claim 73 wherein the host and the outsource 

provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host of a commission 

based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed on the source 

web page, and further comprising, automatically with the computer system of the 

outsource provider, recording data to facilitate payment of the commission to the host 

following selection of the checkout URL. 

75. (New) The method of claim 71 wherein the computer system 

further serves a website of the outsource provider. 

76. (New) The method of claim 71 wherein some of the data defining 

the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance of respective 

of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least some of the web 

pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web pages of the host 

website. 

77. (New) The method of claim 71 wherein the commerce object 

correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a multitude of 

products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an outsource provider, 

and wherein the composite web page contains one or more selectable URLs connecting 
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a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource provider website, each 

pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic catalog. 

78. (New) The method of claim 77 further comprising, automatically 

with the computer system, (i) using search parameters inputted at the visitor computing 

device to search for specific products within the catalog, and (ii) serving to the visitor 

computing device additional instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

display the results of the search. 

79. (New) The method of claim 78 wherein the composite web page 

further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object information, 

which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the commerce object into 

a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the outsource provider. 

80. (New) The method of claim 71 wherein automatically serving to the 

visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the first instructions 

via an Internet communication link directly to the visitor computing device. 

81. (New) An apparatus for serving commerce information of an 

outsource provider in connection with host web pages offering commercial 

opportunities, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system of an outsource provider programmed to, 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an 

Internet-accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a 

uniform resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to 

the visitor computing device when visiting a website of a host that is a third 

party to the outsource provider, wherein the URL correlates the source web page 

with a commerce object associated with at least one buying opportunity of a 

merchant that is a third party to the outsource provider, 

automatically serve to the visitor computing device first instructions 

directing the visitor computing device to display commerce object information 

associated with the commerce object associated with the URL that has been 
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activated, which commerce object includes at least one product available for sale 

through the computer system of the outsource provider after activating the URL; 

wherein the commerce object information is displayed to the visitor 

computing device on a composite web page visually corresponding to the source 

web page; 

wherein the visual correspondence relates to overall appearance of the 

composite web page as compared to the source web page, but excluding the 

commerce object information and the URL; and 

wherein second instructions directing the visitor computing device to 

download data defining the overall appearance of the composite web page are 

accessible to the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

82. (New) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the composite web page 

further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object information, 

which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the commerce object into 

a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the outsource provider. 

83. (New) The apparatus of claim 82 wherein the computer system is 

further programmed to automatically accept inputted payment information from the 

visitor computer, recording the payment information, and to use the payment 

information to facilitate payment to the merchant for the commerce object when the 

computer system detects selection of a checkout URL associated with the virtual 

shopping cart. 

84. (New) The apparatus of claim 83 wherein the host and the 

outsource provider are parties to a contract providing for payment to the host of a 

commission based on the level of sales made through activation of URLs displayed on 

the source web page, and wherein the computer system is further programmed to 

automatically record data to facilitate payment of the commission to the host following 

selection of the checkout URL. 
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85. (New) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the computer system 

further is programmed to serve a website of the outsource provider. 

86. (New) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein some of the data defining 

the overall appearance of the composite web page defines the appearance of respective 

of a plurality of URLs, each of which URLs also are present on at least some of the web 

pages of the host website, and which URLs point to respective web pages of the host 

website. 

87. (New) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein the commerce object 

correlated with the source web page is an electronic catalog listing a multitude of 

products offered for sale by the merchant through a website of an outsource provider, 

and wherein the composite web page contains one or more selectable URLs connecting 

a hierarchical set of additional web pages of the outsource provider website, each 

pertaining to a subset of the product offerings in the electronic catalog. 

88. (New) The apparatus of claim 87 wherein the computer system is 

further programmed to automatically (i) use search parameters inputted at the visitor 

computing device to search for specific products within the catalog, and (ii) serve to the 

visitor computing device additional instructions directing the visitor computing device 

to display the results of the search. 

89. (New) The apparatus of claim 88 wherein the composite web page 

further contains a purchase URL associated with the commerce object information, 

which purchase URL, when selected, places data representing the commerce object into 

a virtual shopping cart managed by the computer system of the outsource provider. 

90. (New) The apparatus of claim 81 wherein automatically serving to 

the visitor computing device the first instructions comprises serving the first 

instructions via an Internet communication link directly to the visitor computing 

device. 
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Remarks 

Assignee presents new claims for this application and updates the history of 

related applications. 

To assist the Examiner in ease of examination, assignee includes the below 

redline version showing how claim 71 presented here compares to claim 1 of the issued 

patent that is the immediate parent of this application: 

l.:~-;~:.}.;-~!2a-tt:-:Fti:--~1.,{).~l~~~~6;g~-~~:Ji~l:lEI!~_:ZJ:~~ A method of serving ~~~~~I11II1JlfQ§_'" inform a ti o n-c~lt £21. 
-~~Il"~~!~tt§_~~!:LL~~Jl ... .I2I ... ~~~~l~i~~I ... Jil"~~~~Ilr12 ... ~~tlQil"!£YLttl ... JlQ ... ~~t ... YY~~tt_pag e s offering com me rei al 
opportunities, the method comprising_~-,--· 

with a computer system B<-}nl\ri{}-(1,'-sp,Layar:hlt:1--in-f.on1-1-;:lt,'-o-n---of an outsource provider: 

upon receiving over the Internet an electronic request generated by an Internet
accessible computing device of a visitor in response to selection of a uniform 
resource locator (URL) within a source web page that has been served to the 
. "t t" d . h . "t' ~·"\•""" ..... -:- b "t ,.._,.,.._ .. ,."\.:",.~ .... .,.~\.--.,~! ~ ... ,., •• --..f ~ ...... ·.~--..t {-~·'\.•"'+ VISI Or COmpu 1ng eVICe W en VISI 1ng a n+..:>br-We Sl e ':.:':.:>ntl'+..>'t>'~:,t-3-·b':t··:~L~ .. a -~-~~~-~~-Lt~-~,;t~--

the URL correlates the source web page with a-t--k,s.a-s.J:--o;~"to~~ commerce object 
associated with aLh~,~l,~~L~mg buying opportunity of a merchant that is a third party 

automatically serving to the visitor computing device -a-<4y-r+aHh'-Ga-Hy-t:10·Fl-E:"l-ratsxJ-
••. , •• , ... ,~ ..... ,.,·~.·-....--....=-t-.·-.. ~-,·~··-....·~ ·~··~~~-...~··::..;~~-...; •. ....,.:t ~:=.--.·-...·} ·1nstruct"1ons d"1rect"1ng the v1·s1·tor comput1"ng devl·ce «;;+..:H-nf;>'\o:,bh-~:t--t:'i:~:~:tb -«>+..>'t·ti:i:~·h·*·tt:~ ·t!L~"?.L 

to display'--

fi-} ~~r~Eml~~g;_~u~ti.l§L~;tinformation associated with the commerce object associated 
with the URL that has been activated, which commerce object includes at least 
one product available for sale through the computer system ~rUlJ.~"Z . .QbJ.W.mLL~~~"Z-
nrn,,.id'''f .after actl·vatl·ng the URL ~'l~<':L. h::~~,._~'::::'~~~~!~:."..S:~~,._~~ ' ~.:t. \ • -..:.~ 

f{~t}-i~--~~~-l:H~{;{~t{-t~t--{~-f--v:{-~~'-l:h3~q-Y--Ftt~r~1~3-}~-t{{;:.~~3--~~~i-;H:r~t~r~1~&--~~:lJ~~~t~?1fJ~~l!J~~l~~~~~~II1IIl~~l~~~~?~~~~LtllQ~~~~t~ 

Lr1fQJIIl£!L~~rJ"L~~-~il11I~L~tY:~~~t_!~~-!tJJ~"~:L§1t~~r:"~~~2JIJJ~1Lt~r1f1_~i§_~:L~~§"~~r1"i~~-Q~~rilbl~~~l!§"}~~~~~~~-1~i~t{l§" 
visually corresponding to the source web page, 

\:~l-f1-t~r{J1~r1---tf1-t~-\!1l&t:hS~tly--~'ft:N·t~)f}tl~)1~-·E:1--81lf:1{·1-1-€-:.Ftf&--{:?t~+1l~}1t;l&e~-t~"l~r1-~L-tlf--tt1t~-f{~-H~"}\sii+1~}-

a.}:l}~t~-;_"3-H:t~14_~--f{~a.-t-b~tr:t~-S-~--~.f:}{~-t~t~;-·.f:.1-*}~.f:.:~r:s;··}1£3.f}t~--~~ay:{)l:}i:;···rt~i\l1l{~B.tk~·ft··S·Jtt~t-t~i:l)-S-~;··fr:~i-rH-t:~S;·-~aF~(:}-

·\li-S-blCl~~ty:--}:"iE}f{:1~8}:;i{{l1-i~;s.-+li{-:':{J·t)t"?.""'{:.}\-tt.:"?.-r--1~"ttf1~~1-!i";-]--

.£!2IIl[~f!~L2~!_lQ._ltt~~--§.Q_~~H~!~Q.-~~:2t2.J2ft~l§~._ _ _!2_~~~l-1~l.£ih· excluding the .£QIItril2I~~~?_ __ QtlifZ.~~t
i n form a ti on ~t·S·S~:1t~i-t:l-tt~~i--~v~tt~:.1--t~:.1~~--f}f3FF1+llEH::t11~~-t":Jl:)J~){:1i:gAf]_~~--Ltl~~---L:LE1_~::;---v~~t~{:~·{:\iily:-. 
-t}t){-lt1-&f~-E:"fi1-E:l&--tE)--tf1-t.~-t.;{:.1-t:httk:1---\i\it.~3--}:ns~g-€~, and 
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wherein tJF~-gg~~~E~~-_instructions directirLU the visitor computing device to 
down I o ad data defining the \l~&-t~lC~1\ly=--f*-:.Ft1t~'ft~i:hlt~-~:+~t~·Fi-lEJ1tlt&-fFt"}fi-1-~1Fi--1~r1-ft'ht;q:tt1tf~"}r-t--

st(~fi3:@~:~--tt·t~it·-~L~~~~tC~!LLJ!~L~~~?J!l~i~:.rl~~~? ___ ~lL_1tl~~--f~f2IIL~~~~~~~U~St __ 1Y_~~tl_Il~~Sl~~j-s--i~:.C~~--access i b I e to 
the visitor computing device through the Internet. 

Assignee presents this markup for convenience only. Although the undersigned has 

tried to make the claims track, in case of any variation, the language of the claim 

presented in the Amendment to the Claims section controls. 

Dependent claims 72-73 were derived from dependent claim 8 of the 

grandparent '825 Patent with the two features of '825/8 divided into separate 

dependent claims and with some wording revisions, for correspondence or updated 

wording. Dependent claim 79 likewise was derived from the same grandparent 

dependent claim, with claim 79 being dependent on dependent claim 78, discussed 

below. 

Dependent claim 74 was derived from a combination of features in dependent 

claims 6 and 9 of the grandparent '825 Patent again with some wording revisions. 

Dependent claims 75-78 were derived from dependent claims 2-5 of the parent 

'228 Patent with some wording revisions. 

Dependent claim 80 is not derived from a previous dependent claim but has clear 

specification support throughout. 

Assignee offers the above notes to allow the Examiner to verify in an efficient 

way that the subject matter of the dependent claims has specification support. If the 

Examiner has any questions about support in the specification for any claim elements, 

the undersigned stands ready to assist. 

Independent claim 81 is an apparatus claim intended to have parallel limitations 

of method claim 71. Likewise, dependent apparatus claims 82-90 parallel dependent 

method claims 82-90. 

In the parent file histories, and through the lawsuit disclosed to the Office, 

applicant has overcome issues of Section 101, 102, 103, and 112(2). As the Examiner 

should be able to confirm from the above mark-up, as well as the claim language 
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directly, the key features that produced allowance before remain in the new claims, and 

the existence of certain deleted or reworded features should not change the outcome. 

Assignee respectfully suggests, accordingly, that these claims should be in 

condition for prompt allowance. Please feel free to telephone the undersigned for any 

other reason if it would in any way advance prosecution of this application or if any 

further information is needed. 

Dated: September 21, 2015 

Serial No. 14/719,009 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 

by its attorney 

/Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street 
Suite 312 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 
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promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PT0-875 14/719,009 

APPLICATION AS FILED- PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 280 
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 600 
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 720 
(37 CFR 1.16(o), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 20 
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

minus 20= OR X 80 = 0.00 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1 minus 3 = X 420 = 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 1 00 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 0 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR U6(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR U6(j)) 0.00 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL 1600 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PART II 

OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

<( AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus 

.. -
OR ~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) X = X = 

0 
Independent ... z Minus 

X = OR X = w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR 

TOTAL 
OR 

TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

Ill AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus .. - X = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = 

0 Independent Minus ... -z X = OR X = w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL 
OR 

TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 
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To: 
From: 

Louis@valuablepatents.com,donald@valuablepatents.com,shaelyn@valuablepatents.com 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Aug 05,2015 05:36:19 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street, Suite 312 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document Mailroom Date 
APP.FILE.REC 08/05/2015 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. 

14/719,009 

05/21/2015 

Art Unit 

Examiner 

Conf. No. 

3622 

Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

5628 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet 
websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the June 2, 2015, Notice to File Missing Parts, applicant submits 

concurrently a marked-up Application Data Sheet (ADS) showing changes to the 

previously-filed ADS. The new ADS contains the complete mailing address and 

residence of inventor Daniel D. Ross. Also, updated address information is included for 

co-inventor Joseph R. Michaels. 

Please feel free to telephone the undersigned if it would in any way advance 

prosecution of this application. 

Dated: July 28, 2015 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 

by its attorney 

/Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street Suite 312 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or non provisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the 
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1. 76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2 
D Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 

37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 1 r R~rl'li:JY# l 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. D Delano Ross Jr. 

Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Peachtree Corners I State/Province I GA I Country of Residencd I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 5012 Audley Lane 

Address 2 

City I Peachtree Corners I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code I 30092 I Countryi I us 

Inventor 2 ! R@ri(l@ l 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. Daniel D Ross 

Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Dunwoody I State/Province I GA I Country of Residencd I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 5165 North Peachtree Road 

Address 2 

City I Dunwoody I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code I 30338 I Countryi I us 

Inventor 3 ! R~r#:W~ l 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. Joseph R Michaels 

Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

City I l=lefll:l~i9al:l Bellevue I State/Province I WA I Country of Residencd I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 ~ g:;zg l=l~flR~i9al:l K~ysuill~ ~GaQ 3441 134th Avenue NE 

Address 2 

City I l=l~flR~i9al:l Bellevue I State/Province I WA 

Postal Code 1 ~9soos I Countryi 1 us 

Inventor 4 I RE:i.r&i\li:i l 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Mr. William R May 

Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Atlanta I State/Province I GA I Country of Residencd I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 1394 Emory Road NE 

Address 2 

City I Atlanta I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30306 I Countryi 1 us 

Inventor 5 ! gijfu()y~ l 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Mr. Richard A Anderson 

Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Powder Springs I State/Province I GA I Country of Residencd I us 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 4190 Defoors Farm Drive 

Address 2 

City I Powder Springs I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30127 I Countryi 1 us 
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be ! / generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

Correspondence Information: 
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

EFS Web 2.2.11 

#<~fi I 

Suffix 

Suffix 

Page 161



PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Customer Number 26362 

Email Address lou is@val uablepatents. com 

Email Address donald@valuablepatents.com 

Email Address shaelyn@valuablepatents.com 

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite 
marketinQ 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 I Small Entity Status Claimed D 
Application Type Non provisional 

Subject Matter Utility 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 1 24 I Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) I 

Filing By Reference : 
Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S. C. 111 (c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information" and "Foreign Priority Information"). 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). 

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country 
filed application 

Publication Information: 
D Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the 
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires 
publication at eighteen months after filing. 

Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing 
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32). 

i-

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer 
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing. 

Please Select One: ® Customer Number I 0 US Patent Practitioner IO Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9) 

Customer Number 26362 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c) or indicate National Stage 
entry from a PCT application. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the specific reference required 
by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78. 
When referring to the current application, please leave the application number blank. 

Prior Application Status Pending !t:~i:im9x~ I 
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 

Continuation of 13970515 2013-08-19 

Prior Application Status Patented !f:~ijffi8i~ I 
Application Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date 

Number 
Continuity Type 

Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

13970515 Continuation of 12906979 2010-10-18 8515825 2013-08-20 

Prior Application Status Patented !f:~ijffi8i~ I 
Application Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date 

Number 
Continuity Type 

Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

12906979 Continuation of 11343464 2006-01-30 7818399 2010-10-19 

Prior Application Status Patented !f:~ijffi8i~ I 
Application Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date 

Number 
Continuity Type 

Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

11343464 Continuation of 10461997 2003-06-11 6993572 2006-01-31 

Prior Application Status Patented !f:~ijffi8i~ I 
Application Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date 

Number 
Continuity Type 

Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 
Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

10461997 Continuation of 09398268 1999-09-17 6629135 2003-09-30 

Prior Application Status Expired !R~m9¥~1 
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 

09398268 Claims benefit of provisional 60100697 1998-09-17 

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form 
by selecting the Add button. 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet 

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S. C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55(d). When priority is claimed to a foreign application 

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)i the information will be used by the Office to 

automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(h)(1) and (2). Under the POX program, applicant bears the ultimate 

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual 

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1 ). 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

!R§tWiWI 
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable) 

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the 
Add button. 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition 
Applications 

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also 
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March 

D 16, 2013. 
NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March 
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA. 

Authorization to Permit Access: 

D Authorization to Permit Access to the Instant Application by the Participating Offices 

If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), 
the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WI PO), 
and any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the instant patent application 
is filed access to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14( c) and (h). This box should not be checked if the applicant 
does not wish the EPO, JPO, KIPO, WI PO, or other intellectual property office in which a foreign application claiming priority 
to the instant patent application is filed to have access to the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the instant patent application with respect 
to: 1) the instant patent application-as-filed; 2) any foreign application to which the instant patent application 
claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of 
37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is 
sought in the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14( c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing this Authorization. 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Applicant 1 
If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I ©Ei~f I 
@ Assignee lo Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 lo Joint Inventor 

0 Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. lo Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

I 
Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor :I I 
If the Applicant is an Organization check here. ~ 
Organization Name I DDR Holdings, LLC 

Mailing Address Information For Applicant: 

Address 1 5165 North Peachtree Road 

Address 2 

City Dunwoody State/Province GA 

Count..Y I us Postal Code 30338 

Phone Number 404-932-3281 Fax Number 

Email Address ddross09@bellsouth.net 

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not subsitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR to 
have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Assignee 1 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication . An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. D 
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PTO/AIA/14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City I State/Province 

Countryi I Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
selecting the Add button. 

Signature: 
NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and 
certifications. 

Signature /Louis J. Hoffman/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2015-07-27 

First Name Louis I Last Name I Hoffman Registration Number 38918 

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1. 76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This 
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data 
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 23043838 

Application Number: 14719009 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 5628 

Title of Invention: 
Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: D Delano Ross 

Customer Number: 26362 

Filer: Louis J. Hoffman/Donald Hertz 

Filer Authorized By: Louis J. Hoffman 

Attorney Docket Number: 23-CON5 

Receipt Date: 28-JUL-2015 

Filing Date: 21-MAY-2015 

TimeStamp: 13:46:35 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size( Bytes)/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (ifappl.) 

74695 

1 
Applicant Response to Pre-Exam 15-07-28-DDR-CON5-

1 
Formalities Notice Resp_Ntc_Miss_Parts.pdf 

no 
4 fe89b6499a92 9f2a484 9c 428364 31 Of9 7 48 

28c4 

Warnings: 

Information: 
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122451 

2 Application Data Sheet 
15-07-28-DDR-CONS-

7 
New_ADS-marked.pdf 

no 
41 ac937 e8589580826d 1 b0ae90e57ae2319 

1032b 

Warnings: 

Information: 

This is not an USPTO supplied ADS fillable form 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 197146 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New A~~lications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 

National Stage of an International A~~lication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 

New International A~~lication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 0), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/R0/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Ul\TfED STI\TES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adill"'· COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

14/719,009 05/21/2015 

26362 

D Delano Ross JR. 23-CON5 
CONFIRMATION NO. 5628 

FORMALITIES LETTER 
LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~il~lllllllllllllllllllllllll 14301 North 87th Street, Suite 312 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

Date Mailed: 06/02/2015 

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b) 

Filing Date Granted 

Items Required To Avoid Abandonment: 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below, 
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all 
required items below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by filing a petition accompanied 
by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

• A mailing address for each inventor has not been submitted. A new application data sheet (ADS) in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.76 or inventor's oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63 identifying the 
mailing address and residence (if the inventor lives at a location which is different from where the inventor 
customarily receives mail) is required. 

Daniel D. Ross 

Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing 
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more 
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512. 

Replies should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy 
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice". 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/authenticate/ AuthenticateUserlocal EP F. htm I 

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or 
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc. 

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice. 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 
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of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 

page 2 of 2 

Page 170



PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PT0-875 14/719,009 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adill"'· COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
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NUMBER 
FILING or 

37l(c)DATE FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO 

14/719,009 05/21/2015 1600 23-CON5 20 1 

26362 
CONFIRMATION NO. 5628 

FILING RECEIPT 
LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street, Suite 312 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
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Date Mailed: 06/02/2015 

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination 
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the 
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. 
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please 
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections 

lnventor(s) 

Applicant( s) 

D Delano Ross JR., Peachtree Corners, GA; 
Daniel D. Ross, Residence Not Provided; 
Joseph R. Michaels, Hephzibah, GA; 
William R. May, Atlanta, GA; 
Richard A. Anderson, Powder Springs, GA; 

DDR Holdings, LLC, Dunwoody, GA; 

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 26362 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 
This application is a CON of 13/970,515 08/19/2013 PAT 9043228 
which is a CON of 12/906,979 10/18/2010 PAT 8515825 
which is a CON of 11/343,464 01/30/2006 PAT 7818399 
which is a CON of 10/461 ,997 06/11/2003 PAT 6993572 
which is a CON of 09/398,268 09/17/1999 PAT 6629135 
which claims benefit of 60/100,697 09/17/1998 

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None. 
Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to 
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76. 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/01/2015 
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The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 
is US 14/719,009 

Projected Publication Date: Request for Non-Publication Acknowledged 

Non-Publication Request: Yes 

Early Publication Request: No 
Title 

Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite 
marketing 

Preliminary Class 

705 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international 
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 
protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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GRANTED 

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 
license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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To: 
From: 

Louis@valuablepatents.com,donald@valuablepatents.com,shaelyn@valuablepatents.com 
PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 

Cc: PAIR_eOfficeAction@uspto.gov 
Subject: Private PAIR Correspondence Notification for Customer Number 26362 

Jun 02,2015 05:28:08 AM 

Dear PAIR Customer: 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street, Suite 312 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
UNITED STATES 

The following USPTO patent application(s) associated with your Customer Number, 26362 , have 
new outgoing correspondence. This correspondence is now available for viewing in Private PAIR. 

The official date of notification of the outgoing correspondence will be indicated on the form PTOL-90 
accompanying the correspondence. 

Disclaimer: 
The list of documents shown below is provided as a courtesy and is not part of the official file 
wrapper. The content of the images shown in PAIR is the official record. 

Application 
14719009 

Document 
NTC.MISS.PRT 
APP.FILE.REC 

Mailroom Date 
06/02/2015 
06/02/2015 

Attorney Docket No. 
23-CON5 
23-CON5 

To view your correspondence online or update your email addresses, please visit us anytime at 
https :/ /sportal. uspto .gov/secu re/myportal/privatepair. 

If you have any questions, please email the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at EBC@uspto.gov 
with 'e-Office Action' on the subject line or call1-866-217-9197 during the following hours: 

Monday- Friday 6:00a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Thank you for prompt attention to this notice, 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

PATENT APPLICATION INFORMATION RETRIEVAL SYSTEM 
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PTO/AIA/15 (03-13) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paoerwork Reduction Act of 1995 no oersons are reauired to resoond to a collection of information unless it disola sa valid OMB control number 

/" 
Attorney Docket No. 23-CON5 UTILITY 

PATENT APPLICATION First Named Inventor Ross, D. Delano Jr. 

TRANSMITTAL Title 
Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

' (Only for new non provisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53{b)) Express Moil Lobel No. n/a- filed via EFS-Web 

APPLICATION ELEMENTS Commissioner for Patents 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. ADDRESS TO: P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

1.0 Fee Transmittal Form ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PAPERS 
(PTO/SB/17 or equivalent) 

2.o Applicant asserts small entity status. 10. 0 Assignment Papers 

See 37 CFR 1.27 (cover sheet & document(s)) 

3.o Applicant certifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29. 
Name of Assignee 

Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/15A orB or equivalent. 

"""' 

./ 

4.0 Specification [Toto/ Pages 56 1 11.0 37 CFR 3.73(c) Statement 0 Power of Attorney 
Both the claims and abstract must start on a new page. (when there is an assignee) 

(See MPEP § 608.01(a) for information on the preferred arrangement) 
12.0 English Translation Document 

5. 0 Drawing(s) (35 U.S.C. 113) [Toto/ Sheets 24 1 (if applicable) 

6. Inventor's Oath or Declaration [Toto/ Pages 5 1 13.0 Information Disclosure Statement 
(including substitute statements under 37 CFR 1. 64 and assignments (PTO/SB/08 or PT0-1449) 
serving as an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1. 63(e)) 0 Copies of citations attached 
a. 0 Newly executed (original or copy) 

14.0 Preliminary Amendment 
b. 0 A copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63(d)) 

15.0 Return Receipt Postcard 
7.0 Application Data Sheet *See note below. (MPEP § 503) (Should be specifically itemized) 

See 37 CFR 1.76 (PTO/AIA/14 or equivalent) 
16.0 Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 

8. CD-ROM or CD-R (if foreign priority is claimed) 
in duplicate, large table, or Computer Program (Appendix) 

17.0 Nonpublication Request 

0 Landscape Table on CD Under 35 U.S. C. 122(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35 

9. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
or equivalent. 

(if opplicob/e, items o.- c. ore required) 18. 0 Other: 

a. 0 Computer Readable Form (CRF) 

b. 0 Specification Sequence Listing on: 

i. 0 CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 

ii.O Paper 

c. 0 Statements verifying identity of above copies 

*Note: (1) Benefit claims under 37 CFR 1. 78 and foreign priority claims under 1.55 must be included in an Application Data Sheet (ADS). 
(2) For applications filed under 35 U.S.C. 111, the application must contain an ADS specifying the applicant if the applicant is an 

assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary 
interest in the matter. See 37 CFR 1.46(b). 

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

0 The address associated with Customer Number: 26362 OR 0 Correspondence address below 

Name 

Address 

City I State I I Zip Code 

Country I Telephone I I Email 

Signature /Louis J. Hoffman/ Date 05/21/2015 
Name 

Louis J. Hoffman 
Registration No. 

38,918 (Print/Type) (Attorney/Agent) 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.53(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S. C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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METHODS OF EXPANDING COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
INTERNET WEBSITES THROUGIJ'COORDINATED OFFSITE MARKETING 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This is acontinuationofapplicationSerialNo.l0/461,997, filed June 11,2003, now U.S. 

Patent 6,993,572, which is a continuation of application Serial No. 09/398,268, filed September 

17, 1999, now U.S. Patent 6,629,135, which claims the benefit of application Serial No. 

60/100,697, filed September 17, 1998, which appiications are hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

1. FIELD OF INVENTION 

10 The invention relates to a system a11d method supporti..'lg corru"'lerce syndication. 

More specifically, the invention relates to a system and method for computer based 

information providers to receive outsourced electronic commerce facilities in a context 

sensitive, transparent manner. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR ART 

15 The World Wide Web began as a simple interface to the Internet using HTML 

(hypertext markup language) as a means of linking documents together .. This allowed a 

researcher, for example, to embed "active" references in his or her documents that, if 

selected, would enable the reader to review the source of the reference first-hand. 

Programmers quickly capitalized on this technology, creating "web sites" which 

20 reflected less staid purposes, laying the groundwork for the literal "web" of content and 

interactive applications that exists today. In the early stages, website programmers 

increased visitor traffic by placing "links" within their websites to other websites, 

usually related in content or function, in exchange for a reciprocal link. Additionally, 

directories ofwebsites, such as Yahoo, and search engines, such as WebCrawler, began 

25 to appear in an attempt to organize the content of the Internet so that its users could 

create "custom links pages" related to specific topics. 

In these early days, the Web was mostly trafficked by programmers and 

"techies," and a commune-type "share and share alike" mindset prevailed. As a result, 

people were happy to litter their sites with links, knowing that, odds were, others would 

30 do the same for them and the traffic gain/loss would probably balance out. So, despite 

the fact that by including and promoting a "links" page, website operators were 

effectively encouraging people to leave their website, link sharing developed into a 

standard practice. 
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Then, entrepreneurs and other business-oriented individuals came along and 

introduced capitalism to the Internet. Profit-oriented website operators began to seek 

visitors wherever they could find them, and opportunistic owners of popular sites began 

to realize that they had an increasingly scarce resource- visitors. Such website owners 

5 began to sell the links they had previously offered for free in the form of paid 

advertisements. Search engines and directories became increasingly popular for two 

main reasons. First, the number ofwebsites was growing astronomically, so it was 

becoming harder for users to find what they wanted. Second, since reciprocal links 

were either going away or were being replaced by links exclusively to non-competing 

10 wepsites, search engines and directories were the only way to find multiple resources 

for a single topic. 

Amid frantic efforts on the part of corporate websites to get noticed, the sale of 

banner ads blossomed into a large industry called Internet advertising. Thousands of 

websites created space for banner ads and called the space "inventory." At first, they 

15 priced ads as a print ad might be priced: by CPM, or cost per thousand "impressions" 

each ad made on website visitors. Over time this pricing model gave way to 

arrangements more favorable to advertisers such as Cost Per Click-through and Cost 

Per Inquiry (meaning the advertiser only needs to pay when a visitor sees a banner ad 

and clicks on it and completes an information request form on the advertiser's site). 

20 Some of the most successful Internet commerce websites, led by online 

bookseller Amazon. com, have begun to take an even more results-driven approach to 

the purchase of banner ads. They have offered to pay only for ads that, when clicked, 

result in a product sale. To provide a stronger incentive than a simple banner ad, these 

companies let third-party website owners list a subset of their goods (e.g., 1 0 of 

25 Amazon.com's millions ofbooks, selected by the website owner) and promote them as 

they choose within their websites. Initiatives such as these have come to be described 

as "affiliate programs", "associate programs" or "commission based advertising 

programs". 

The benefits of affiliate programs are significant. To the website owner, they 

30 constitute revenue-generating web content without requiring an investment in product 

inventory or additional infrastructure. They also create new revenues without 
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necessarily reducing the website's available ad inventory. However, the greater benefit 

almost always accrues not to the affiliate, but to Amazon. com and other online stores. 

Not only do these sites benefit from the marketing resources of the affiliate operators, 

they are also able to lure the visitor traffic away from the affiliate. Once a visitor clicks 

5 on an affiliate ad and enters an online store, that visitor has left the affiliate's site and is 

gone. At best, affiliates are able to use "frames" to keep a shell of their own website 

around the vendor's site, but this is only a marginally effective solution. No 

alternatives have been able to address a fundamental drawback ofthe affiliate programs 

- the loss of the visitor to the vendor. At best, some Internet affiliate sales vendors 

10 have begun placing "return to referring website>• links on their order confirmation 

screens, an approach that is largely ineffective. This limitation of an affiliate program 

restricts participation to less trafficked websites that are unconcerned about losing 

visitors. Meanwhile, search engines and directories continue to increase in their 

usefulness and popularity, while banner ads and old-style links continue their rapid loss 

15 of effectiveness and popular usage. 

20 

The present invention overcomes these limitation of present affiliate commerce 

systems and provides other benefits as will become clearer to those skilled in the art 

from the foregoing description. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The affiliate commerce system and method of the present invention represents a 

new paradigm of co-marketing on the Internet. Not only does the present invention 

provide its Hosts with the added value and incremental revenues of traditional affiliate 

programs, but the company also enables Hosts to control the customer experience 

25 before, during, and after the purchase transaction. At the same time, Merchants receive 

the same benefits as with older affiliate programs, i.e., increased marketing potential, 

incremental sales, and new customer relationships, but without the restrictive 

limitations of affiliate programs-- the loss of hard-won visitor traffic. 

Additionally, the present invention can actually obviate the need for some 

30 merchants to invest in their own unique Internet presence. By using the present 

invention as their primary online sales channel, these Merchants can focus on product 
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development, production, and order fulfillment and leave the exploration of the Internet 

to experts. The resulting ongoing cost savings and operational efficiencies magnify the 

potential benefits of the Internet while reducing the initial costs. 

According to the present invention the look and feel of each participating Host 

5 is captured and stored. Hosts may include links to selected products or product 

categories within pages residing on the Hosts' website. Upon actuation of such a link 

by a visitor ofthe Host website, a page is presented to the visitor incorporating a replica 

ofthe Host's look and feel directed to the sale of the selected products or product 

categories. 

10 The look and feel of a hosi is captured and stored by receiving an identification 

of an example page of a target host. The identified page is retrieved. The look and feel 

elements of the page are identified, and these elements are stored for future use in 

generating outsourced transparent pages, pages served by a server other than the host 

but with the host's look and feel. Such pages give the viewer ofthe page the 

15 impression that she is viewing pages served by the host. 

The links included by the host directed to the outsource provider need not be 

statically linked to a particular product or product category. Such links may direct the 

outsource provider to dynamically select content to serve within the host's look and 

feel. This content may be selected based upon a contextual analysis of the page which 

20 includes the link. Further, the dynamic content need not be limited to products or 

product categories but may include any content within the system's data store that is 

amenable to contextual correlation with content in the page containing the link. 

A cost effective, scalable architecture may be used to serve dynamically 

constructed pages such as those served by the e-commerce outsource provider. This 

25 architecture includes three levels: a Web server layer, an application server layer and a 

database server layer. 

The Web server layer provides a front end presentation layer for interacting 

with end users. This layer may consist of one or more interchangeable low cost server 

systems. Any request from an end user may be fielded by any system within the layer. 

30 The selected system can contact any application server within the application layer to 

provide processed data for use in responding to the end user request. 
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The application layer supports interacting with the database server level to 

acquire needed data and processing it prior to presentation by the Web server layer. As 

with the Web server layer, this layer may consist of one or more interchangeable low 

cost server systems. Any Web server system may submit a request to any application 

5 server. The application server includes processing functionality suitable for the types 

of pages to be dynamically constructed. 

The database server layer supports low level management of data used in 

dynamic page construction. The data store across the one or more low cost server 

systems is seamlessly viewed as an integrated whole. As a consequence, any database 

10 server within t'le layer can field any request for data submitted by an application server. 

15 

20 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 depicts a typical hardware architecture implementing the present 

invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the software architecture ofthe Web server layer. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the software architecture ofthe application server layer. 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the host signup process. 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the host account 

information maintenance process. 

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the host look and fee 

capture process. 

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the host link generation 

process. 

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of the dynamic content selection and presentation 

25 process. 

FIG. 9 is a screen capture of a Merchant Manager page in a preferred 

embodiment. 

FIG 10 is a screen capture of a Host Manager page in a preferred embodiment. 

FIGs 11 - 18 are screen captures of the page in a preferred embodiment of a 

30 look and feel capture process. 

Page 181



5 

10 

6 

FIG. 19 is a screen capture of a typical e-commerce supported page served in a 

preferred embodiment. 

FIG 26 is a screen capture of a System Manager page in a preferred 

embodiment. 

FIG. 21 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the host view reports 

process. 

FIG. 22 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the shopping process. 

FIG. 23 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the merchant account 

maintenance process. 

FIG. 24 is a tlow chart of the pages and procedures in the merchant catalog 

maintenance process. 

FIG. 25 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the merchant view 

reports process. 

FIG. 26 is a flow chart of the pages and procedures in the merchant view hosts 

15 process. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A preferred embodiment of the invention is now described in detail. Referring 

to the drawings, like numbers indicate li~e parts throughout the views. As used in the 

20 description herein and throughout the claims that follow, the meaning of"a," "an," and 

"the" includes plural reference unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. Also, as 

used in the description herein and throughout the claims that follow, the meaning of 

"in" includes "in" and "on" unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. 

A typical embodiment of the present invention will include a data store 

25 including a look and feel description associated with a host website, a communications 

link to a visitor computer, and a processor. The processor performs the tasks of 

capturing a look and feel description associated with a host website, storing the 

captured look and feel description in the data store, providing the host website with a 

link that link correlates the host website with a commerce object for inclusion within a 

30 page on the host website and which, when activated, causes the processor to serve an e

commerce supported page via the communication link with a look and feel 
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corresponding to the captured look and feel description of the host website associated 

with the provided link and with content based on the commerce object associated with 

the provided link. The Internet serves as the communication link to visitor computers. 

In a preferred embodiment as exhibited by FIG. 1, the duties of the processor 

5 are split among several computer systems 120a - 120c, 125a - 125d, 130a - 130b. The 

data store may be implemented through a database system 130a- 130b, 135a- 135d. 

The Internet 110 serves as the communication link to visitor computers 105a- 105f. In 

this preferred embodiment, the system utilizes multiple inexpensive computer systems 

at every level of the architecture. Routing between levels will automatically distribute 

10 ihe load amongst the functioning computers. Increasing throughput becomes a matter 

of adding more computers, not scaling up the existing ones. This arrangement also 

provides fault tolerance since the failure of one server will not incapacitate the system 

as long as another server providing the same service is alive. This approach also 

permits the distribution of servers geographically. A router 115 may also provide 

15 further load balancing. 

The tasks performed by the processor may utilize a variety of underlying 

. software technology. In a preferred embodiment, the software architecture can be 

divided into 3 tiers: web server, application-server and database-server. Each tier is 

comprised of a number of software layers. 

20 Web Server Tier 

The Web Server tier accesses application functionality by calling a single 

''Request" Application Programming Interface (APD. ·The API will take a Document 

Object Model (DOM) (as specified by W3C in http://www.w3.org/TRfREC-DOM

Level-l, which is expressly incorporated herein by reference in its entirety) object as a 

25 parameter and return a DOM object as the response. The request will be relayed to the 

application server tier where a dispatching method will unpack the request object, 

inspect it, invoke the desired method, and send back the response object. This 

approach means that new functionality becomes available as soon as the application 

server is upgraded. It is not necessary to develop a set of "stubs" that mirror the new 

30 API call. This is a major advantage because new functionality in the application tier 

can be exploited immediately simply by modifying the Active Server Page (ASP) 
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scripts. No web server resident Dynamic Link Libraries (DLLs) need to be upgraded 

so the server does not need to be shut down. The web server tier will typically run on 

server computers 120a- 120c having a multitasking operating system such as Windows 

NT from Microsoft or other suitable operating system software. The Web Server tier 

5 contains the following layers as illustrated in FIG. 2: 

• Web Server Software 210. In a preferred embodiment, liS by Microsoft is the 

server software. It supports serving side scripting using the VBScript scripting 

language. 

• ASP Scripts 220. All HTML content is rendered by ASP server scripts. The 

10 ASP scripting environment can interact with software modules written to 

Microsoft's COM specification. 

• COM Adapters 230. A set of COM wrappers provides the bridge between the 

ASP scripts and other elements of the system. The wrappers provide the 

necessary data conversions but do not contain any substantial functionality. The 

15 wrappers are not application specific. 

• API Client Layer 240. The API Client Layer consists of the very thin "request" 

API described above. This layer cooperates with the Object Cache layer. For 

example, before retrieving a catalog from the application layer, this layer may 

check to see if the requested catalog is already in the object cache. 

20 • Object Cache 250. The object cache contains the responses to previously 

25 

submitted requests. All items in the cache are marked with an expiration time 

that is set at the time they are originally retrieved. The purpose of this layer is 

to reduce the load on the application tier. 

• Remote Procedure Call Client 260. The Remote Procedure Call Client 

provides connectivity to the application tier. It also provides request routing. In 

the event of application server failure, this client will automatically reconnect to 

a working server. This piece of software is not application dependent. In a 

preferred embodiment, the DBMS Component Server Client is the Objectstore 

Component Server Client (OCSC). 
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In a preferred embodiment, the Web server layer supports the following four 

Web interface modules. In a preferred embodiment, these modules are encoded with 
. .~-~...:.·. . ........~,_-.... : .. 

ASP to generate appropriate HTML and Javascript. The four modules are as follows: 

1. Merchant Manager 

The Merchant Manager is the "Control Center" for Merchants. This module 

allows the merchant to maintain their products, catalogs, contact information, track 

orders, process returns, run reports, etc. 

A merchant representative must login before performing any system activities. 

Any valid merchant user will be able to perform all possible actions on the merchant to 

iO which it is reiated. Only registered merchants will have a valid account. An account 

for a merchant is established when the merchant registers with the system. A merchant 

representative may initiate registration via a web interface. The signup process must 

collect basic merchant information, including the information necessary to pay the 

merchant, and a password, which will be used to create a user account for the merchant. 

15 Once the merchant is approved (this may be automatic), the merchant will be sent an 

email containing a unique user id which can be used to login to the system. 

When a representative logs in, she is taken directly to the Merchant Manager as 

seen in FIG. 9 and assigned a Merchant Session ID (Merchant SID). All pages within 

the merchant system must retrieve the MerchantSID from the HTTP request and 

20 validate it. If the session does not validate, the representative is taken back to the Login 

screen. 

25 

30 

This module contains the following submodules: 

• Account Information 

A merchant representative will be able to maintain the basic merchant 

profile, which includes the information needed to pay the merchant, the 

merchant's password, and the merchant's shipping policy information. FIG. 23 

depicts the pages and procedures in a typical merchant account maintenance 

process. The representative selects to maintain account information 2305 from 

the Merchant Manager page 2300 leading to the display of the a basic 

information modification page 2310. Each modifiable information type could 

be altered through a designated page available through the basic information 
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page 2310. Each such page could provide functionality to save any changes 

made to the particular page. 

This sub-module allows a merchant to maintain the following types of 

information: 

• Basic information 2310 - name, description, address, logo 

• Contacts 2320 - for admin, finance, returns, support, order 

notification 

• Product Defaults 2330- price labels, unit of weight, display 

options 

• Payment Info 2340 - check or ACH, payee info, bank info 

• Shipping Option 2350- by price, items, weight, other or NA 

• Shipping Table 2360 - maintain shipping methods and prices 

• Tax Schedule 2370 - set tax rate for states in which taxes are 

collected. This may be automated in the future. 

• Products and Catalogs 

Here the merchant can both maintain products and arrange them into 

catalogs. Example product attributes i!lclude: 

• name 

• description 

• attributes - such as size, color, etc. 

• price(s)- normal, sale, competitor's and the price can be set or 

changed by an attribute 

• small image - used in most places 

• large image- used for zoom-in in shopping 

The merchant can also maintain their catalogs and categories. A catalog 

is the top level category. A merchant can have one or more catalogs. Each 

catalog will be presented to Hosts as a separate entity. However, it is still tied 

back to the merchant. The merchant logo can be assigned to the catalog or a 

different image selected. 

A catalog is considered a commerce object. Further, a catalog is 

populated with product or product category commerce objects. An indicator for 
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dynamic selection of a product or product category may also be considered a 

commerce objects; however, such objects would not appear in a catalog. 

Categories are then placed in the catalog(s). Categories can also be 

placed into other categories. A catalog or category can contain an infinite 

number of categories but really should be kept to less than !'0 at any given level 

for presentation purposes. The bottom level categories contain products. The 

product node is actually a pointer to the product in the inventory table. This 

allows for a product to be placed into multiple categories. 

A catalog, category or a product can be set to be inactive. If it is set as 

inactive, it wili not be available to the hosts to browse or sell. It will also not be 

available to customers in the shopping area. If a catalog or category is set as 

inactive, then every item beneath it (categories or products) is also inactive. 

A product also has a flag to indicate it is out of stock. When a product is 

no longer going to be sold by the merchant, it should be set to inactive. If the 

product is simply out of stock, thus temporarily unavailable, the out of stock 

flag should be used. 

If a host has an existing link that points to an inactive or out of stock 

product or an inactive catalog or category, the customer will be taken to the first 

level above that is active. For example, if a customer clicks on a Link that 

points to coffee pot A, and coffee pot A has been set to inactive, the shopping 

page will display the entire coffee pot category (all the active coffee pots). If 

the coffee pot category was set to inactive, then the shopping page would go to 

the next level up (such as Kitchen Appliances). In this case the shopper will be 

given a message indicating the selected product or category is not available. If 

a host has a link associated with a dynamic selection indicator commerce object, 

the triggering of such a link will cause the dynamic selection of a product or 

product category. 

FIG. 24 depicts pages and procedures used in a merchant catalog and 

product maintenance process. When a merchant representative logs into the 

system, she is presented with the merchant manager page 2300. From this page, 

she may choose to proceed to the edit products and catalogs page 2400. On this 
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page, she may elect to search for a product through entering criteria 2405. She 

may elect to preview a particular product 2410 and, from the preview, view 

additional information associated with the particular product 2415. 

From the edit products and catalogs page 2400, she may also choose to 

edit a particular product 2420 or edit by catalog or category 2442. In editing a 

particular product 2420, she may elect to save the information associated with 

the product 2422, select a current attribute to edit 2424 leading to the attribute 

edit page 2430 or create a new attribute associated with the product 2426. An 

attribute includes a collection of options such as sizes or colors. If she selects to 

add a new attribute 2426, a new attribute creation page is presented 2428. Upon 

creation ofthe new attribute, the new attribute is saved, and the representative 

proceeds to the attribute edit page 2430 .. From this page, she may choose to 

save or cancel the current attribute edit 2435. 

If the representative chooses to edit by catalog or category 2442, she is 

presented a page allowing selection of catalogs or categories 2440 through 

navigating the catalog/category hierarchies 2444. Once a particular catalog or 

category is identified, she may edit it via a catalog/category edit page 2450. 

After editing, the alterations are saved 2455 returning her to the catalog or 

category selection page 2440. 

• Reports 

A merchant representative may request on-demand reports. Such reports 

include an account statement that details all pa)'ments to the merchant, and 

statistics about catalog visits and sales. Statistics can be correlated to hosts, 

links, products and time periods. 

As illustrated in FIG. 25, a merchant representative begins at the 

Merchant Manager page 2300. She selects the view reports option 2505 to view 

the report menu page 2510. From the reports menu page 2510, she may enter 

criteria 2514, 2518 leading respectively to a revenue summary page 2520 or a 

monthly statement page 2530. From the monthly statement page 2530, she may 

change criteria 2535 to view a revised monthly statement 2530 or return to the 

report menu 2510. From the revenue summary page 2520, she may select a 
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specific item 2525 for receiving a detailed revenue page 2550, alter the criteria 

2527 to receive a revised revenue summary 2520, or return to the reports menu 

page 2510. From the detailed revenue page 2550, she may return to the revenue 

summary page 2520. 

results: 

The following reports are available for the merchants to track their 

• Revenue Summary by Month 

This report provides sales and traffic infonnation summarized by 

month. Data includes number of sessions, number of orders, gross and 

net sales, etc. Summariz~s at the month ievel and allows 'Drill Down' to 

daily information. 

• Revenue Summary by Host 

This report provides sales and traffic information summarized by 

host. Data includes number of sessions, number of orders, gross and net· 

sales, etc. 

• Revenue Summary by Product 

This report provides sales and traffic information summarized by 

Product. Data includes number of sessions, quantity in shopping cart 

and gross order amount. 

All reports can be run as quick reports (this month, last month, this year, 

last year, all sales) or by inputting a specific date range. 

• Order Tracking 

A merchant representative can access a web interface that allows her to 

report the status of orders. This includes: reporting when the order was shipped, 

along with tracking information, and the status of all returned items. 

The order tracking sub-module allows the merchant to manage all areas 

of an order. An order can have the following status: 

• new- the order has been received and credit card information 

validated 

• pending- the merchant has acknowledged the order, it is waiting 

to be shipped 
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• shipped - the merchant has shipped the order 

An order can be shipped in multiple shipments. The merchant is 

credited for sales on shipped items. 

The customer may also return part of an order or the entire order. The 

customer will obtain an RMA number (see the Shopping sub-module). All the 

merchant needs to do is acknowledge they have received the product back from 

the customer. 

• Review Hosts 

The Merchant Manager also allows the merchant to review which hosts 

have built Jinks to that merchant's products. The merchant can also view the 

host web page containing such links. 

A merchant representative will be able to review the list of hosts with 

which the merchant has a relationship. The merchant will have access to some 

basic information about the host, including at least one of the host's links, so 

that the host's look and feel can be evaluated. · 

In a preferred embodiment, a representative may review hosts through 

pages and procedures as depicted in FIG. 26. She begins at the Merchant 

Manager page 2300. She selects the review hosts option to view the merchant

host relationship page 2600. From this page, she may elect to view one of her 

products in the host's look and feel2610 or view a list oflinks with the selected 

host that are directed to her commerce objects 2620. 

Automated interfaces can be introduced for merchants wishing to 

integrate their business systems with the functionality supported by the present 

inventions. Merchants can update their online catalogs, retrieve information on 

orders placed, and send order status updates back via automated interfaces. 

This integration is accomplished through the establishment and use of a 

standardized communication protocol. 

In a preferred embodiment, merchants integrate by exchanging specially 

formatted XML documents over secure HTTP connections (i.e. HTTP over 

SSL). If the request is a query, the HTTP response will contain an XML 

document with the query results. Likewise, if the request is a command, the 
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response will be an XML document containing the success or failure of the 

command. 

Automated requests and responses are XML documents as described by 

the W3C's XML 1.0 specification, which may be found at 

http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-xml and which is expressly incorporated herein by 

reference in its entirety. The XML specification only describes the syntax of an 

XML document, it does not place any restrictions on the content of the 

document. The content of requests and responses is described using a formal 

notation known as DCD (for Document Content Description). DCD's are 

described in a note that was submitted to the W3C by Microsoft and IBM. The 

DCD note can be viewed online at: http://www.w3.org/TR/NOTE-dcd and 

which is expressly incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. A specific 

DCD describes the format of a request or response in the same way that the 

SMTP specification describes the format of an email. Typical DCDs for 

Automated Interfaces may be accessed at the following URLS: 

http://automation.nexchange.net/dcd/Managelnventory.O 1.02 .dcd.xml and 

http://automation.nexchange.net/dcd/ManageCatalog.Ol.02.dcd.xml, both 

documents are expressly incorporated herein by reference in their entirety. 

All interfaces have the same basic structure. The table below illustrates 

the basic structure of Automated Interface requests and responses. 

<ManageOrders 

specification='http://www.nexchange.net/automated/xml/ManageOrders. 

Ol.Ol.dcd'> 

<RequestHeader> 

<Authentication 

0::: usemame='xxx' 
w 
c password='xxx' -« 
w scope='xxx' J: 

I> 

<Instructions OnFail='HAL T' /> 
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<Receipt Processor='xxx' Date='xxx' Number='xxx'/> 

Q) 
<ResponseSummary Status=' SUCCESS'> 

en 
~ Error Message Here · 0 
0.. 
en 
Q) </ResponseSummary> ~ 

</RequestHeader> 

<RequestBody> 

<Command status='SUCCESS'> 

<QueryNewOrders /> 

~ 
<QueryNewOrdersResponse> 

..... i» 
Query Results Here 6 .... 

0 g. 
> </QueryNewOrdersResponse> 
c 
0 </Command> al 

<Command status='SUCCESS'> 

!=: . <AcknowledgeOrder order _id='xxx' 
0 
-~ item _price_ total='xxx '/> 

12 0 </Command> 

</RequestBody> 

</ManageOrders> 

All responses contain the origmal request With status information and 

query results appended. The table above shows a response to a Manage Orders 

request. The response is divided into a header and a body section 

("RequestHeader" & "RequestBody'' respectively). 

The RequestHeader element contains authentication information and 

global instructions. When the request is returned, the request header will also 

contain a receipt and a response summary. The authentication element carries 

the information needed to identify and authenticate the requesting party. The 

global instruction element contains instruction on how the request is to 

10 processed if an error is received. The remainder of the commands in the request 

can be processed or the request can be discontinued. In a response, the receipt 

element is added to the request header. Information in the receipt can be used to 
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recover the response. The response summary element contains a status code, 

which will be set to "SUCCESS" if all commands were completed successfully. 

J'he RequestBody element contains one or more command efeJ;'e~ts. 

The exact content of a command element depends on the interface being used. 

When a command is submitted, its status attribute will always be 

"REQUESTED". When the command has been processed, the response will 

echo back the command with the status changed to "SUCCESS", "FAILURE" 

or "SKIP". In the case of a query command, the response will contain a query 

response in addition to the status. 

If the request conforms io ihe DCD, the response will contain the 

original request with the status and query results embedded. The command 

status codes must be inspected to determine what has been done. 

If the request did not conform to the specification, two possible error 

types can occur: 

• XML Parsing Error 

• DCD Validating Error 

·Errors are returned as NexError node. If a NexError is returned, the 

XML document has not been processed. The returned XML should always be 

examined for a NexError. 

If the request document is not valid XML, an XML Parsing Error will be 

returned. A NexError node will be added around the entire document. It will 

look similar to the following: 

<NexError Msg=" XML Parsing Error" ... > 

<XMLParseError errorcode=" " reason=" " line=" " 

25 linepos=" "> 

offending section of document 

</XMLParseError> 

</NexError> 

The errorcode, reason, line and linepos will contain information 

30 explaining what the error is and the location in the file. 
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If the request document is valid XML but does not match the published 

Interface DCD, a DCD Validating Error will be returned. A NexError node will 

be added around the entire document. A DCDError node will be embedded in 

the document at the location of the error. It will look similar to the following: 

5 <NexError Msg=" XML Validating Error" ... > 

<XMLValidateError msg="Find the DCDError Node in the 

document for detailed error information."/> 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

_ Valid Portion of document 

<DCDError message=" "> 

offending section of document 

</DCDError> 

... Valid Portion of document 

</ XMLValidateError > 

</NexError> 

The following is an example request attempt to add one new product and 

to update the price of an existing product. 

<Manage Inventory 

specification='http://automation.nexchange.net/dcd/Manage 

Inventory.Ol.02.dcd.xml'> 

<RequestHeader> 

<Authentication username='xxxxx' 

password='xxxx' scope='MNNN'/> 

<Instructions onfail='CONTINUE'/> 

</RequestHeader> 

<RequestBody> 

<Command status='REQUESTED'> 

<AddProductDef updateifexists='l'> 

<ProductDef 

id= 'saw'· 

skumask='saw' 

name:;:•saw' 
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description='A Circular Saw From Festo' 

shortdescription='Festo Circular Saw' 

info='no comment' 

image~'http://216.0.58.242/rmtools/fwl32saw.jpg' 

largeimage='http://216.0.58~242/rmtools/fwl32saw.jpg 

> 

usualprice='l45.00' 

compareprice='215.00' 

salelabel='HOT PRICE' 

instock='l' 

commplan='default' 

<AttributeDefList/> 

<KeywordList/> 

</ProductDef> 

</AddProductDef> 

</Command> 

<Command status='REQUESTED'> 

<UpdateProductDef 

id='saw' 

image='http://216.0.58.242/rmtools/fwl32saw.jpg 

/> 

</Command> 

</RequestBody> 

</Manageinventory> 

30 2. liost~anager 
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The Host Manager is the "Control Center" for Hosts. Here, a Host can track 

sales, design their store front, generate links to merchant products, get traffic/order 

reports, update account information, etc 

For a host to gain access to the host manager system, the host must be 

5 registered. FIG. 4 depicts a flow chart for a typical registration process. A host 

representative may initiate contact 410 with the system via a web interface. The signup 

process must collect basic host information 420, including the information necessary to 

pay the host a commission for purchases through his site, which is saved by the system 

430. Optionally, a click agreement containing terms of use 440 may be presented 

1 o requiring agreement 444 to proceed. If a:t some point the representative elects to cancel 

425, 458 or reject the use agreement 448, he or she is returned to her point of entry 410. 

The system may then request the representative to select a user identification and a 

password 450. If the selected user identification is already in use 454, the 

representative may be prompted to select a user identification 450. The information 

15 associated with the host is stored 460, and the representative may proceed to the host 

manager system page 470. 

When a host logs in, they are taken directly to the Host Manager, as seen in 

FIG. 10, and assigned a Host Session ID (Host SID). All pages within the host system 

must request the Host Sid and call the ValidateHostSessioniD function. If the session 

20 does not validate, the user is taken back to the Login screen. 

25 

30 

This module contains the following submodules: 

• Account Information 

This sub-module allows a host to maintain the following types of 

information:. 

• Administrative Contact- name, address, phone 

• Payee Contact -name, address, phone, SSN 

• Site Information- site name, URL, description 

• Site Demographics-# of visitors, type of visitors, comments 

A host representative will be able to maintain basic host information, 

including the information needed to pay the host, and the host's password. FIG. 

5 depicts a flow chart of the pages and actions in a typical maintenance process. 
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The representative has previously logged into the system to reach the host 

manager system page 470. From the host manager system, the representative 

selects to update her account 510 leading to a host information maintenance 

page 520. The representative can modify host information and, then choose to 

save or cancel the modification 530. In either case, the representative is 

returned to the host manger system page 470. 

• . Store Front Design 

The store front design is where the host's look and feel is captured. The 

look and feel is captured by selecting an example page the host, retrieving the 

s<unple page from the host, identifying the look and feel elements from the 

sample page and saving the identified look and feel elements. "Look and feel 

elements" include logos, colors, page layout, navigation systems, frames, 

'mouse-over' effects, or other elements that are consistent through some or all of 

a Host's website. A typical system for accomplishing this task would include a 

data store for storing look and feel descriptions, a communication channel to the 

host whose look and feel is to be captured and a processor for executing the 

capture. 

When a customer clicks on a host buying opportunity (link), the next 

page loaded will be a shopping page. However, this shopping page should 

20 retain the host's look and Jeel. This is accomplished by capturing the HTML 

25 

text and images that comprise their look and feel and embed within it the 

shopping HTML content. Any relative URLs in the host look and feel may be 

changed to absolute URLs back to the host system. 

In a preferred embodiment, there are five steps to a process capturing the 

host's look and feel, converting relative URLs to absolute URLs and validation 

oflinks. 

A host representative will be able to capture host look and feel 

information and to update host look and feel information through recapture. 

FIG. 6 depicts a flow chart of the pages and actions in a typical look and feel 

W capture process. The representative has previously logged into the system to 

reach the host manager system page 470. From this page, the representative 
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selects to initiate host look and feel capture through a design storefront wizard 

605. An introduction page is presented explaining the process 610 from which 

the representative proceeds in the following manner: 

• Base URL 615- the URL used to convert relative links to absolute 

links, as seen in FIG. 11 

• header 620 -the HTML to be rendered BEFORE the shopping 

html. Selection may be made by code, as seen in FIG. 12, by 

graphical point and click selection or other suitable selection 

method. 

!! footer 625 -the HTML io be rendered AFTER the shopping html. 

Selection may be made by code, as seen in FIG. 13, by graphical 

point and click selection or other suitable selection method. 

• preview 630 - shows what the shopping page will look like 

(nothing has been captured yet). From this preview page 630, as 

seen in FIG. 14, the representative may elect to return to earlier 

stage to perform a change 635, 640 or 645 of base URL, header or 

footer respectively. The user may also have access to a preview 

650 with example content included to demonstrate a typical page 

with both content and look and feel680, as seen in FIG. 15. Froni 

20 the generic preview page 630, the representative may choose to 

continue 655 with finalizing the look and feel 660. 

25 

30 

• final check 660 - final:ize the captUred look and feel, as seen in 

FIG. 16, this page m~J.y allow validation of links and images and 

. offer to save the captured look and feel. Once validation, if any 

has been performed, and the look and feel has been saved, the 

process completes 675.· 

• validation 665 .::... validate the link and image URLs in the 

header and footer HTML. FIG. 17 displays the screen 

capture of page that could be used to display validation 

progress. 
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• save 670 -Actually captures, processes and saves the 

storefront information. A completion page such as seen 

in FIG. 18 may be displayed. 

For security reasons, javascript is accepted but applets are stripped out in 

the preferred embodiment. 

• Link Generator 

The Link Generator allows host to create and maintain the shopping 

opportunities that they can then place on their site. Each Link is assigned a 

unique Link ID. The Link ID identifies who the host is, who the merchant is, 

and wh~t commerce object (catalog, category, product or dynamic selection) is 

linked to. 

The first time a host builds a Link to a merchant's product, category or 

catalog, an approval of that host for that merchant may be made. Until the host 

is approved, they cannot see the Link ID that has been assigned to the newly 

created Link. 

The code the host embeds on their web site is as follows: 

<!--BEGIN NEXCHANGE LINK--> 

<!--For more information go to http://www.nexchange.com --> 

<!-- The following 2 lines MUST NOT BE CHANGED to ensure proper crediting--> 

20 <IMG BORDER='O' SRC='http://www.nexchange.net/img.asp?Link:ID=xxxx'> 

<a href='http://www.nexchange.net/route.asp?LinkiD=xxxx'> 

25 

30 

<!--Substitute your own text or image below--> 

** YOUR TEXT OR IMAGE HERE **</a> 

<!--END NEXCHANGE LINK--> 

· There are several points to note here: 

• The image src (img.asp) is actually an ASP program that returns a 

single transparent pixel. This is used to track impressions (how 

many times the link was displayed on the host site). 

• The route.asp page is a page that routes the customer to the 

shopping page. As additional servers are added, this will become 

very important for load balancing. 
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• The 'xxxx' for the LinkiD='xxxx' is the Link ID assigned to the 

Link in the Link Generator. 

A host representative will be able to generate links to commerce objects. 

FIG. 7 depicts a flow chart of the pages and actions in a typical link generation 

process. The representative has previously logged into the system to reach the 

host manager system page 470. From this page, the representative selects to 

generate links 705, which transfers her to a page containing a list of all 

previously generated links for that host 710. 

From this page, the representative may choose among several options: 

view an existing link 722, remove an existing link 735, edit an existing link 728 

or add a new link to either a merchant with whom a link already exists 720 or a 

merchant without an existing link 715. In viewing an existing link 722, the 

page containing the link may optionally displayed in a separate window 725; as 

a consequence, the representative could continue to interact with the list of 

available links page 710 in the primary window. The representative could 

select a link for removal 735 and, upon removal, return to the list of links page 

710. The representative may choose to edit an existing link 728 leading to a 

link modification page 730. After modifying the link, the new link information 

would be saved 740, and the representative would return to the list of available 

links 710. 

In adding a new link, a distinction may be made whether a link is made 

to a merchant to whom the host has previously linked 720 or to a merchant to 

whom a previous link does not exist 715. In the latter case, an extra optional 

step may be involved to approve the host with respect to the new merchant as 

part of the catalog selection process 745. In other embodiments, such a 

distinction need ·not be made. In linking to a merchant to whom a previous link 

does exist 720, a catalog may implicitly be selected. In either situation, the 

creation process continues by allowing the representative to choose a commerce 

object to associate with the link 750. Such a commerce object will be a product, 

30 a product category, a catalog or an indication that a product, product category or 

catalog should be chosen dynamically. From this page, the representative may 
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go back to the catalog selection page 745 or proceed with setting link attributes 

755 such as the destination upon return from the link (e.g. the point of departure 

into the e-commerce page or a destination designated by the representative). 

From this page 755, the representative can return to the commerce object 

selection page 750 or continue forward with naming and saving the new link 

760. Upon completion of naming and saving page 760, the link is saved to the 

system database 765, and the representative is provided with a link to include 

within a page on the host website 770. After cancellation at any time, or upon 

completion, the representative is returned to the list of available links page 710. 

10 Vv"nere a host representative chooses a dynamic indicator as the 

15 

commerce object, the specific content will be chosen contextually based upon 

the content of the page that includes the link. In a preferred embodiment, 

keywords in the page are cross-reference with available catalogs, product 

categories and products to choose the appropriate content for the destination 

page associated with the link. FIG. 8 is a flow chart of the selection process in 

such a preferred embodiment. 

· A visitor is viewing the host page including a link associated with a 

dynamic selection commerce object 810. The visitor activates the link. 

Receiving the activation, a determination is made as to whether content has 

20 previously been dynamically selected for the activated link 820. If yes, a 

second determination is made as to whether the previously dynamically selected 

content is current 830. If this is answered in the affirmative, a page is 

constructed with the previously dynamically selected content along with the 

look and feel associated with the host from which the link originated 840. 

25 · If either determination is ne~ative, the host page including the link is 

30 

retrieved 850. The page content is analyzed, and based upon the analysis, 

content for the link destination is selected 860. The selected content is cached 

for potential future use 870. Finally, a page is constructed with the dynamically 

selected content along with the look and feel associated with the host from 

which the link originated 840. The analysis in 860 may take a variety of forms 

including, in a preferred embodiment, identification of marked keywords. In 
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another embodiment, keywords may be dynamically determined using word 

count statistics. 

In a more elaborate system, the retrieval process might encompass not 

only the page containing the link but also other pages linked to the page of link 

origin. Keywords or word count analysis could be used to determine context 

based upon the aggregation of pages retrieved. In a further embodiment, 

differing weights could be given based upon the source of the keyword 

identified; ·keywords from the page of origin would have a greater weight than 

keywords derived from pages one link away. 

• Reports 

A valid host representative will have on-demand access to a report 

showing visits to their links and sales. The report will be scoped by date range. 

Visits can be summarized by merchant and by link. Sales can be summarized 

by merchant and by link. 

As illustrated in FIG. 21, a host representative begins at the Host 

Manager page 470. She selects the view reports option 2105 to view the report 

menu page 2110. From the reports menu page 2110, she may enter criteria 

2114, 2118leading respectively to a revenue summary page 2120 or a monthly 

statement page 2130. From the monthly statement page 2130, she may change 

criteria 2135 to view a revised monthly statement 2130 or return to the report 

menu 2110. From the revenue summary page 2120, she may select a specific 

item 2125 for receiving a detailed revenue page 2150, alter the criteria 2127 to 

receive a revised revenue summary 2120, or return to the reports menu page 

2110. From the detailed revenue page 2150, she may return to the revenue 

summary page 2120. 

The following reports are available for the hosts to track their results: 

• Revenue Summary by Month 

This report provides sales and traffic information summarized 

by month. Data includes number of sessions, number of orders, gross 

and net sales, etc. Allows 'Drill D~wn' to daily totals. 
. ! 

• Revenue Summary by Merchant 
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This report provides sales and traffic information summarized 

by merchant. Data includes number of sessions, number of orders, 

gross and net sales, etc. 

• Revenue Summary by Link 

This report provides sales and traffic information summarized 

by Linlc Data includes number of sessions, number of orders, gross 

and net sales, etc. 

The shopping module is the part of the application that allows customers to find, 

10 search, seiect and buy a product. There is also a return product section accessible to the 

customer after the order has been placed. 

Shopping is the part ofthe application that the general public will encounter. FIG. 19 

displays a screen capture of a typical shopping page in a preferred embodiment. FIG. 

22 depicts pages and procedures in a shopping process as implemented in a preferred 

15 embodiment. 

20 

The customer was on a host site and saw a link to buy something created via the 

Link generator 2200. When he or she clicks on the link, he or she is taken to the 

shopping page parameterized with the Link ID 2210. If an error occurs during this 

transition, the visitor is routed to a link error page 2205. 

A variety of generic information may be available from any shopping page 

within the system. Such information could include information about the e-commerce 

outsource provider 2222, information about the merchant offering the current 

commerce object 2224, information about an involved party's privacy policy 2226, or 

information about an involved party's security policy 2228. 

25 Customers will be able to browse a merchant's catalogue and place items in 

their shopping cart 2212. When the customer is ready to checkout 2260, the system 

will acquire payment information 2262 and shipping information 2264 from the user, 

confirm this information 2266, and execute the transaction. The receipt including a 

URL that can be used to track the order status (e.g. - it could be bookmarked) will be 

30 displayed to the customer 2268. By visiting the URL provided upon checkout from the 
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shopping experience, the customer can check the status of their order, initiate returns, 

and check on their return status. 

This module contains the following submodules: 

• Session 

Each time a new shopping session is started, a customer session is 

created for the shopper. This Customer Session is assigned a Session ID (SID). 

All pages within the shopping system must request the SID and call the 

ValidateSessioniD function. At any time if a session error occurs, a session 

error page 2215 may be presented. 

Unlike the merchant and host sessions, the shopping session is 

persistent. The session information retained is what the customer has placed in 

the cart and ifthey have checked out. The SID is also written back to the 

customers browser as a cookie. If a customer returns to the Shopping page an 

attempt will be made to use the last session they had. It will only be reused if 

the ALL of the following are true: 

• The host the customer is coming from now is the same host as in 

the previous session 

• The merchant for the current link is the same as the merchant in 

the previous session 

• The previous session was not "Checked Out" 

• The session is not older than a certain age. 

• Product Search and Selection 

The main shopping page begins at the entry point that the host used to 

build the Link. This can be to a specific product, a category of products, a 

category of sub-categories, a complete catalog or a dynamically selected 

destination. However, no matter what entry point was chosen, the customer can 

navigate to every item contained in the merchant catalog used for the Link 

serving as the customer's entry point to the shopping. The customer may 

browse the catalog 2230 or search for a specific product or product category 

2240. 

• Shopping Cart 
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The Shopping Cart is the main information saved in a customer session. 

As a customer places products in the shopping cart, we retain information such 

as: 

• name of the product 

• price of the product 

• any attributes (size, color, etc) 

• host commission rate 

• merchant revenue percent 

This information must be stored redundantly in the shopping cart 

because the price, name, etc may change later and the values at the time of 

purchase need to be retained. The shopping cart interface also allows the 

shopper to remove a product and/or change the quantity through a view 

shopping cart page 2250. 

• Check Out 

The check out process is separated into two distinct pieces. 

• Order Capture 

• Credit Validation 

Order capture is the process of obtaining the customers billing and 

shipping information and creating a pending order. The credit card information 

is checked to make sure it is a valid number for the card type but it is not 

actually processed with a credit card authorization service (i.e. CyberCash). 

The order is accepted, assigned an order id and the customer is given an on 

.screen and email confirmation. The pending order has a status of new. 

The credit validation process happens sometime after the order capture 

has occurred. The customer's billing information is sent to the authorization 

service. The pending order now has the status of authorized. 

If the card is validated, the order is accepted and placed into the 

TheOrder table. The pending order has a status of accepted. If the billing 

information fails validation, the pending order status is set to rejected and an 

email is sent to the customer informing that the credit card information could 

not be validated. 
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4. System Manager 

The System Manager is the "Control Center" for administrators. The 

administrator can monitor the day-to-day activities and status of the system. When an 

administrator logs in, he or she is taken directly to the System Manager and assigned a 

5 Nexchange Session ID (NexchangeSID). All pages within the System Manager system 

must request the NexchangeSID and call the ValidateNexchangeSessioniD function. If 

the session does not validate, the user is taken back to the Login screen. Access to 

administration functions will require authentication using the name and password for a 

valid administration account. 

10 The home/main page of the System Manager provides a quick summary ofthe 

current system status; a screen capture of a typical main page in a preferred 

embodiment is seen in FIG. 20. This summary includes pending orders, orders, host 

statistics, merchant statistics and an unattended orders list. 

An administrator will be able to configure a hosts or merchant's payment policy. 

15 This includes specifications for any holdbacks, and a method for calculating 

commission/payment. At the request of a merchant, an administrator will be able to 

configure the system to reject all shopping traffic from a particular host-merchant 

arrangement. The host and merchant contacts will be notified via email. An 

administrator will also be able to activate or deactivate a host. The system will reject 

20 shopping traffic from inactive hosts. When a host's status is changed, the host contact 

will be notified via email. An administrator will configure the system to enforce 

system-wide policies. System-wide policies include the number of days allowed for 

returns. 

The system will periodically run an audit process and report on situations of 

25 concern. For example, an audit could search for orders that have not been serviced for 

a certain period of time. The system may also report on possible security situations 

such as an inordinate number of account lockout incidents. 

30 

This module contains the following submodules: 

• Utilities 

The following utilities are available: 

• List Pending Orders 
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• List Orders 

• List Rejected Orders 

• List Returns 

• Host 

The following actions are available: 

• List Promos 

• List Hosts 

• Maintain Host Tiers 

• Host with Pending Merchants 

• Merchant 

The following actions are available: 

• List Merchants 

• Copy a Category 

• Find Category Links 

• Add a New Merchant 

• Maintain Brands 

Application Server Tier 

The business functionality is provided via "application servers". An application 

server will consist of one or more of the business modules, wrapped with an 

20 appropriate middleware adapter. This arrangement allows delivery of services via 

many different mechanisms. For example, if it becomes desirable to serve some 

functions to a Java client, a Java Remote Method Invocation (RMI) version of an 

application server could be built. The new server could be developed rapidly because 

only an RMI "wrapper" would need to be developed, while the application logic would 

25 be reused. In a preferred embodiment, this layer consists of a set of core C++ software 

modules that encapsulate business functions. 

The Application Server tier may run on one or more application server 

computers. The application servers are stateless. This means that, for two application 

servers serving the same functionality, "one is as good as another". In the event of 

· 30 failure, a client's requests may be handled by a different server than before the failure. 

Since it does not matter which server services a request, routing is greatly simplified. 
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The stateless server approach also provides excellent fault tolerance since all 

application servers can back each other up. Use of a combination of "sticky routing" 

and caching to significantiy ameliorate any detriment~l performance implications of the 

stateless approach, while preserving most of the benefit. Once a client begins using a 

5 particular service, the system will show a preference for routing future requests from 

that client to the same server. The servers maintain a cache recently used data and will 

only access the database ifthe desired item cannot be used in cache. Since the routing 

is sticky, the client's data will often be in cache, and in many cases, no database access 

will be required. Should the client be routed to a new server, the session data can be 

1 o retrieved from the database as occurs in the "vanilla" stateless model. In a preferred 

embodiment, the functionality of this layer utilizes one or more low cost server systems 

125a- 125d running a suitable operating system such as Microsoft Windows NT. This 

tier is also composed of several software layers as illustrated in FIG. 3: 

• Remote Procedure Call Server 310. This software provides connectivity to the 

15 Web Server layer and is not application dependent. In a preferred embodiment, 

this software layer is the Objectstore Component Server. 

• Application Logic 320. This software encapsulates the business functionality. 

The design of this software layer and the various application servers is more 

fully described below. 

20 • Virtual Database 330. The virtual database layer allows the application data to 

25 

30 

be distributed across multiple Database servers while insulating the application 

layer from the physical storage configuration. ·The virtual database contains a 

table that maps object types to physical databases. All database objects or 

records of a given type are distributed across the permissible databases. 

Databases can be added while the system is live to permit expansion onto new 

servers. Overburdened databases can be closed to prevent assignment of new 

data to them. Databases can be moved to different physical servers. All stored 

objects are referenced by a handle which is unaffected by the physical location 

of the referenced data. The virtual database layer also permits a collection of 

objects distributed across multiple servers to be indexed and searched. 
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• DBMS Client 340. This software provides access to data stored in the 

databases. In a preferred embodiment, the DBMS client is Object Design's 

. Objectstore client. All Objectstore clients contain a cache of recently used 

database pages. An optimistic locking scheme is used to ensure cache 

consistency. The caching scheme is very effective in the present invention 

because it is optimized for many readers and few writers. 

In a preferred embodiment, the application server layer includes the following 

eight application servers: 

1. Cashier - Collects checkout information: billing info, shipping preferences, etc. 

The Cashier server is analogous to a cashier in a "bricks and mortar" store. The 

cashier's responsibilities are listed below: 

• Collecting Information Necessary To Complete a Sale. This information will 

include billing information, shipping address(s) and preferred shipping methods. 

In some cases, the information to be collected may depend on the contents of 

the order. The cashier will also access the appropriate merchant policy 

information to assist in determining what data should be collected. 

• Providing an Itemized Account of the Total. Upon receiving the necessary data, 

the cashier will compute the applicable taxes, shipping charges, etc, and provide 

an itemized account of the order total. 

20 • Execute the Sale. Upon request, the cashier will execute the sale. A copy of the 

relevant information will be sent to the credit processor. When the credit 

processor approves the orders, the cashier will break the customer's order into 

individual merchant orders and forward them to the Merchants' Order Tracking 

server. The cashier will also post a record to the Ledger at this time. 

25 2. Catalog - Houses product hierarchies. Conducts product searches. 

The catalog is an arrangement of product information. The catalog server 

supports a hierarchical browsing mode and various searching functions. Its 

responsibilities are listed below: 

• Retrieve a catalog upon request. The catalog will include all content for a 

30 shopping experience. For products, the information will include the product 

description, price and options. 
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• Retrieve a list of products matching a query. This will initially support simple 

keyword searching, but may be expanded to more sophisticated searching 

techniques. 

3. Credit Processor- Conducts card validation and fraud screening. 

5 The credit processor takes a candidate order and performs card authorization 

and fraud screening. The card processor cooperates with the order tracker to keep the 

status of the order updated. 

• Perform Credit Card Authorization. Contact the card processing vendor and 

authorize the card. Retrieve the Address Verification System (AVS) code for 

10 use in fraud screening. 

• Perform Fraud Screening. The system performs a fraud screening analysis 

based on the following factors: dollar amount of the order, AVS code, whether 

the billing and shipping address match, and whether the email address given is a 

free e-mail account. 

15 4. Notifier - Sends messages. 

The Notifier keeps track of who wants to be notified of what and how they 

should be notified. The notifier receives notification of various system events and takes 

the appropriate course of action. The appropriate course of action will depend upon the 

event and the party to be notified. For example, a merchant that does a high volume of 

20 sales and is already integrated with the system may not wish to receive email 

notification of every order. 

5. Ledger - Records and reports on all financial events. 

The Ledger is a record of all financial events. The ledger contains interfaces for 

posting events and interfaces querying and inspecting the ledger. Responsibilities 

25 include: 

• Post an Order Event. The order event happens when the shopper confirms an 

order. 

• Post a Sale Event. The sale event occurs when a merchant marks the last item 

in an order shipped. 

30 • Post an Return Merchandise Authorization (RMA) Open Event/Post an RMA 

Completed Event/Post an RMA Canceled Event 
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• Post a Journal Entry. This interface will be used to record non-standard events. 

The posted ledger entries must collectively have an equal number of debits and 

credits. 

6. Order Tracker - Records and reports on order status. 

This is the repository of order information. The order tracker includes a 

cashier's interface for creating a new order, a Merchant's interface for keeping the 

order status updated, and a Customer Service interface for checking on the status of the 

order and making relevant annotations. 

• Query Order Status. This method is used by purchaser to check on the status of 

1 o a pending order. 

• Ship Order. This method is used by a merchant to document the parceling of an 

order into shipments. 

7. Shopping Cart- Holds products that have been selected for purchase. 

The shopping cart is simply a collection of Inventory Reservation documents 

15 that represent the items that have been selected by the shopper. The shopping cart 

includes methods for adding and removing Inventory Reservations and for inspecting 

the contents ofthe cart. 

8. Warehouse- Inventory availability information. Product configuration interfaces. 

The Warehouse represents a collection of physical items that are in stock. 

20 Responsibilities ofthe Warehouse are listed below: 

• Provide Information on Stock Levels of a Particular Item/Order Items Having 

Low Inventory Levels. This is an advanced capability by which inventory may 

be dynamically reserved from a merchant, based on the current inventory levels. 

• ~rovide Information on Product Configuration Options. The warehouse will 

25 provide a blank Inventory Reservation document that will specify all of the 

product's configuration options. 

30 

• Issue Reservations Against Inventory. A shopper will fill out an Inventory 

Reservation (which includes all configuration options) and submit it to the 

warehouse. If the item, as configured, is available, the reservation will be 

issued. This will serve to reserve the inventory for a fixed period of time. 

Database Server Tier 
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Finally, the Dat!lbase server tier is composed of a single software layer. This 

layer is responsible for low level manipulation of the data in the one or more databases. 

This tier may consist of multiple database servers. Using multiple servers is a major 

advantage for obvious reasons. The system's database chores can be distributed to 

5 many different servers. In a preferred embodiment, the database server is Object 

Design's Objectstore server. Objectstore supports a "warm failover" mode which 

allows a backup server to take over automatically if the primary should fail. An 

Microsoft SQL server is also used in the preferred embodiment to maintain financial 

records although properly configured another DBMS such as Objectstore or a 

10 commercially available accounting package could provide capability suitable for 

financial record keeping. 

15 

20 

The foregoing discussion describes the primary actors interacting with a system 

according to the present invention. After identifying these actors, typical transaction 

flows through the system are presented. 

There are three main parties in the outsourced e-commerce relationship, 

excluding the end consumer. These parties include Merchants, Hosts, and the e

commerce outsource provider. This folds into two parties where one party plays the 

dual role ofHost and Merchant. 

Merchants 

Merchants are the producers, distributors, or resellers of the goods to be sold 

through the outsource provider. The primary responsibilities of a Merchant are to: 

• Maintain an up-to-date catalog within the system including all products that are 

available for sale in storefronts served by the outsource provider 

• Create approval standards for passively recruited Host applicants based upon 

25 website profiles and target audience characteristics 

• Fulfill all orders received from the e-commerce outsource provider 

• Provide assistance to outsource provider regarding promotional strategies. This can 

be accomplished by supplying marketing literature and materials, as well as any 

sales incentives. The Merchant owns the marketing literature and materials, and 

30 may access and modify these items as necessary. 
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• Provide service and support to customers generated via the outsource e-commerce 

provider 
•!,;; •• ~·· . 

• Maintain internal records of orders filled through the outsource provider and 

process payments from the outsource provider for these orders 

5 • Inform the e-commerce outsource provider of any backlogs, fulfillment delays, 

product changes, or other significant situations 

Hosts 

A Host is the operator of a website that engages in futemet commerce by 

incorporating one or more link to the e-commerce outsource provider into its web 

10 content The responsibilities of a Host are to: 

• Use the outsource provider Host Manager service bureau to select the Merchants 

and products that will be offered from the Host's website 

• Promote transactions through the e-commerce outsource provider hosted by the 

website 

15 • Regularly review the Merchant offerings for which they have been approved in 

order to take advantage of new products and to review Sales and promotional 

strategies made available to them by the Merchant 

E-commerce Outsource Provider 

The role of outsource provider is to: 

20 • Develop and maintain the outsource provider service bureau - the systems and 

software which provide the platform for e-commerce support services 

• Identify and recruit target Host websites and monitor/manage these relationships 

• Create customer-transparent Host processing "pages" on a secure server to receive 

order and payment information 

25 • Create, maintain, and update the "look & feel capture" process through which 

consumers are able to shop in a Merchant-controlled storefront within the design 

and navigational context of the Host website, preserving the ownership of the visit 

experience by the Host 

• Authorize credit card transactions (in most cases) 

30 • Process credit card payments for orders received (in most cases) 
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• Pay periodic commissions to Hosts for orders shipped during a prior period 

• Transmit orders to Merchants 

• Pay Merchants for orders filled 

• Manage the commission structure for Merchant-Host relationships to maximize 

5 sales and revenues 

• Screen and approve Host applications 

• Support and monitor the merchandise return/refund process and other customer 

ser\rice functions 

This following describes the order entry and settlement process from the initial 

10 promotion on a Host website all the way through to fulfillment, payment processing, 

commission payment, and Merchant payment. 

Order Placement, Fulfillment, and Settlement Overview 

The overall transaction process is very straightforward. The following is a list 

ofthe steps involved in receiving and processing an order request. 

15 a) A customer visits a Host website and, through contextually relevant content, 

becomes interested in a product offered. 

b) The customer selects the item(s) that she wishes to purchase by clicking a product 

image, banner-style link, or text link, or other offer format taking her to a 

dynamically generated web pages which retain the look and feel of the referring 

20 Host and are served by the e-cornrnerce outsource provider. 

c) The customer browses through the products offered, indicating which items are to 

be purchased and in what quantities via forms on-screen. Selected items appear 

within the shopping cart at the top of the shopping interface. The user remains on 

the product screen without ever being involuntarily removed to a detailed shopping 

25 cart-only screen, representing a significant enhancement over most shopping cart 

technology in place today. When all desired products are selected, the customer 

initiates the checkout procedure, never leaving the Host website. 

d) The secure checkout interface appears, still consistent in look and feel with the 
' 

Host's referring website. The customer completes the order form, provides all 

30 billing and shipping information required, confirms the items selected for purchase, 

and remits credit card information for payment processing. 
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e) Assuming the payment method is authorized, the customer is returned to another 

section of the Host's website, possibly just returning to the page in which the offer 

was placed, as determined by the Host. 

f) The e-commerce outsource provider passes the order to the Merchant in real time .. 

5 The credit card may be charged at this point or upon confirmation of shipment. 

g) The Merchant receives and logs the order. 

h) The Merchant then assembles and ships the order to the customer, keeping the 

outsource provider apprised ofthe order status. 

i) Periodically, the outsource provider will remit payment to the Merchant for that 

10 period;s filied orders. 

j) Periodically, the outsource provider will remit payment to Hosts for all 

commissions earned in the prior period. 

Host Process Flow 

The process flow for a prospect to become a Host and be fully able to 

15 endorse/promote/offer Merchant products is as follows: 

a) Hosts are recruited from three sources: direct recruiting, in which the Host prospect 

is identified by and approached by an e-commerce outsource provider 

representative; passive recruiting, in which the Host has been referred to the 

outsource provider by other Hosts, relevant meta-sites (sites that contain lists of and 

20 links to other sites/services), or other sources; and Host Agent recruits, in which a 

specialized third party Agent identifies and approaches Host prospects. In many 

cases, the use of online signup forms and brochures may be a factor in recruitment. 

b) Prospect completes the Host application form (except where preapproved), 

providing information about the type ofwebsite(s) operated by the Host, some 

25 traffic statistics about these websites and general visitor demographics, and 

complete contact information. The prospect also selects an outsource provider 

system user ID and password which will later be used to access the system, retrieve 

important Hosting information and programming, and modify the custom materials 

in the outsource provider transaction processing engine . 

. 30 c) The application is received and the information therein is reviewed, and the 

application is either approved or rejected (unless this is a preapproved Host). If 
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approved, the Host's ID and password are activated, and an automated message is 

sent to the new Host informing them of their approval. This message will also 

contain instructions for accessing the e-commerce outsource provider system, 

setting up their links to the outsource provider, and inserting outsource provider 

5 data into their website(s). Preapproved Hosts will be immediately able to access 

this system upon submission of their application. 

d) Host accesses e-commerce outsource provider system to begin the step-by-step 

setup process. The Host first identifies a page from their own website which will 

provide the look and feel to be replicated. Following this, the Host configures 

10 product selections for each of its approved Merchants and downloads product 

images, text, and CGIIHTML code for their own website. Host then completes 

changes to website and activates new content. Hosts are free to promote their use 

of the outsource provider as they feel is suitable to the product at any time and with 

any frequency, subject to reasonable limitations. 

15 e) Hosts will be able to access real-time reports about transaction volume including 

number of users, average purchase amount per user, number of purchases on 

specified days or within specified date ranges. Hosts can create customized reports 

to determine conversion rates, top selling products, commissions earned, paid, and 

due, and other pertinent information. This information can be leveraged by the e-

20 commerce outsource provider and the Host to improve the efficacy of targeted 

marketing efforts on the Host's website. 

Internal System Transaction Flow 

The e-commerce outsource provider system acts as a clearinghouse for all 

orders. The system maintains a real-time interface with a credit card authorization and 

25 processing service and a robust database' engine which is able to process transactions, 

record all transaction activities, generate reports used for commission payments and 

auditing of Merchant invoices, and track order status. The transaction flow for the 

outsource provider service bureau is directly related to the structure of the underlying 

database. 

30 This flow can be described as follows: 
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a) Customer, visiting Host, activates link to commerce object within context ofHost's 

website. This activation is typically accomplished by clicking on a hyperlink of 

some kind within a web page of the Host's website. 

b) The e-commerce outsource provider launches new storefront featuring specific 

5 products or product category for Merchant, as determined by Host, with the look 

and feel of the Host's site. The user is not made aware of the fact that this shopping 

experience is taking place on an outsourced server. 

c) As customer browses through featured items in the Merchant's catalog, the 

outsource provider serves additional pages while maintaining the look and feel of 

10 the Host. The system maintains a dynamic record of customers activities including 

products reviewed, items selected for purchase (placed into shopping cart), and time 

spent shopping. The e-commerce outsource provider uses a highly reliable and 

accurate tracking technology throughout the shopping experience. 

d) Upon checkout, the system processes customer billing, shipping, and order 

15 information via secure (encrypted) data transmission (unless the consumer opts for 

non-encrypted transmission). This process includes an order confirmation process 

and a process by which a non-approved credit card transaction may be corrected 

and resubmitted. 

e) Upon approval, the o':ltsource provider performs several simultaneous functions: 

20 • Thank you screen is displayed to customer 

• Customer is prompted to "continue" browsing Host's website. 

• E-mail confirmation is sent to customer detailing order information, fulfillment 

process, customer service terms and procedures, and other relevant information. 

• Order is transmitted to the Merchant electronically, via e-mail or direct link to 

25 order entry system. 

30 

• Order is logged into transaction database and logged by system in conjunction 

with Host referral information. 

• Host is notified that a sale has been made and commission dollars have been 

·earned. 

The second part ofthe e-commerce outsource provider service bureau 

transaction process pertains to reconciliation and settlement with the Merchants. 
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a) Orders are transmitted to each Merchant as received and are logged into the system 

for future reference and reporting. 

b) Periodically, the outsource provider will pay each Merchant for orders processed 

during the prior period. Payment will be driven by shipped orders as recorded 

5 within the system. Merchants can view their accumulated sales within the system at 

any time during the period, and historical information will be available as well. 

The final part of the e-commerce outsource provider Service Bureau transaction 

process pertains to the payment of commissions to Hosts. 

c) Periodically, the e-commerce outsource provider will calculate the accumulated 

10 commissions due to each Host from the prior period's results. Hosts will be able to 

review their earnings on a real-time basis at any point during a period. 

d) The outsource provider will then pay each Host the appropriate commission amount 

via electronic payment or check along with a copy of the transactions and total 

report for the period being settled. 

15 Merchant Transaction Flow 

Each Merchant will be required to fulfill every order received through the e

commerce outsource provider within a designated time frame. Merchants must also be 

able to track certain information regularly and accurately. Merchants will be monitored 

to ensure timely fulfillment in order to provide the best quality customer service. 

20 The steps of the Merchants transaction flow after they have been established 

within the system are as follows: 

a) The designated recipient of orders within the Merchant organization will check for 

new orders at least on a daily basis, if not more frequently. Orders are received by 

the Merchant via e-mail or other electronic notification, including automated direct 

25 input to legacy order management systems owned or operated by the Merchant. 

These orders include all pertinent customer data required for fulfillment of each 

order. Merchants may also view all orders online, sorted by date, status 

(new/viewed), or other criteria, and download orders in bulk form directly from the 

outsource provider. 

30 b) After receiving the order, the Merchant will ship the order to the Customer within a 

reasonable time period for the type of merchandise ordered. Merchant will have the 
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ability to modify the shipping status of the orders within the system. Merchants are 

obligated to provide timely shipping of their products. If any item ordered is out of 

stock or discontinued, the Merchant must update their catalog on the e-commerce 

outsource provider immediately and notify any affected customers immediately via 

5 e-mail or regular mail. Orders should be processed according to whatever internal 

process flow has been established by the Merchant. 

c) Upon receipt of payment for the prior month's orders, the Merchant is responsible 

for reconciling the amount remitted with their own fulfillment records. Any 

disputes should be addressed by accessing the Merchant interface and 

10 querying/updating records. 

The embodiments described above are given as illustrative examples only. It 

will be readily appreciated that many deviations may be made from the specific 

embodiment disclosed in this specification without departing from the invention. 

Accordingly, the scope ofthe invention is to be determined by the claims below rather 

15 than being limited to the specifically described embodiment above. 
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1. A process of creating and displaying Internet web pages comprising: 

(a) computer storing indicia describing the appearance of a set of one 

or more visually perceptible elements, which elements are displayed, along 

with primary content, on web browsers accessing a first web page, and which set 

of elements suggest a source of the first web page; and 

(b) using the computer-stored indicia to cause the display of a second 

web page on web browsers of computer users who indicate interest in a buying 

opportunity by following a selectable navigation link from the first web page 

leading to the second web page; 

(c) wherein said second web page contains the set of visually 

perceptible elements along with content describing at least one commerce 

object; 

(d) wherein the second web page apart from the commerce objects has 

a distinctive overall appearance corresponding to a distinctive overall 

appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content; 

(e) wherein a first owner controls the primary content of the first web 

page and a second owner controls the content of the second web page and the 

information displayed on the second web page about the commerce object; 

(f) wherein said at least one commerce object pertains to an 

opportunity to purchase an offering of a merchant, which is neither the first nor 

the second owner; and 

(g) wherein the first and second owners have contracted with each 

other to share revenue generated as a result of computer users purchasing from 

the merchant as a result of visiting the second web page. 

2. The process of claim 1 wherein computer storing indicia comprises 

computer storing indicia describing the appearance of a set of elements that suggests a 

source of the first web page by being consistent across a set of web pages, including the 

first web page, which set constitutes some or all of a website of the first owner. 

3. The process of claim 1 wherein computer-storing indicia comprises 

storing HTML code and images. 
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4. The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

derived from the indicia comprises the appearance of the top and left side of the first 

web page. 

5. The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

derived from the indicia comprises the appearance of the header and footer of the first 

web page. 

6. The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes a set of navigational links, used on the first web page, each of which links, 

when activated, causes a browser to display a select page of a website of the first 

owner. 

7. The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes a logo identifying the first owner. 

8. The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes all of the following: 

(a) a logo identifying the first owner; 

(b) a color scheme used on the first web page; 

(c) a page layout used on the first web page; and 

(d) a set of navigational links, used on the first web page, each of 

which links, when activated causes a browser to display a select page of a 

website of the first owner. 

9. The process of claim 1 wherein causing the display of the second web 

page comprises causing the display of the second web page on browsers of computer 

users who click the link. 

10. The process of claim 9 wherein causing the display of the second web 

page comprises causing said display without any action by the computer user other 

than clicking the link. 

11. The process of claim 1 wherein the commerce object is a catalog having a 

multitude of merchant offerings and wherein the second web page contains one or 

more selectable navigation links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web 

pages, each pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog. 
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12. The process of claim 1 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein the second web page further comprises a display accepting 

input of search parameters that can be used to search for products within the product 

categories. 

13. The process of claim 1 wherein the second web page apart from the 

commerce objects has a distinctive overall appearance essentially matching the 

distinctive overall appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content. 

14. The process of claim 1 wherein the merchant offerings is a type of goods. 

15. The process of claim 1 wherein having a contract providing for sharing of 

revenue comprises having a contract that provides for the second owner to pay a 

commission to the first owner on account of purchases of merchant offerings on the 

second web page by computer users who followed the link from the first web page to 

the second web page. 

16. The process of claim 1 further comprising directing computer users' web 

browsers to one or more third web pages providing a checkout procedure that includes 

collection of payment information, in response to the computer users' selection of the 

commerce object, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to which the 

commerce object on the second web page pertains. 

17. The process of claim 16 wherein the one or more third web pages, apart 

from information displayed about the checkout procedure, have an overall appearance 

corresponding to an overall appearance of the first web page apart from its primary 

content. 

18. The process of claim 1 further comprising forwarding to the merchant 

order information relating to computer users who select the commerce object on the 

second web page, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to which the 

commerce object pertains. 

19. The process of claim 1 wherein: 

(a) computer storing indicia comprises computer storing HTML code 

and images describing the appearance of a set of elements that suggests a source 
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of the first web page by being consistent across a set of web pages, including the 

first web page, which set constitutes some or all of a website of the first owner; 

(b) causing the display of the second web page comprises causing the 

display of the second web page on browsers of computer users who click the 

link; 

(c) the second web page apart from the commerce objects has a 

distinctive overall appearance essentially matching the distinctive overall 

appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content; 

(d) the commerce object is a catalog having a multitude of merchant 

offerings; 

(e) the second web page contains one or more selectable navigation 

links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web pages, each 

pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog; and 

(f) having a contract providing for sharing of revenue comprises 

having a contract that provides for the second owner to pay the first owner on 

account of purchases of merchant offerings on the second web page by computer 

users who followed the link from the first web page to the second web page. 

20. The process of claim 19 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein the second web page further comprises a display accepting 

input of search parameters that can be used to search for products within the product 

categories. 

21. The process of claim 1 wherein using the computer-stored indicia to cause 

the display of a second web page comprises displaying on the second web page 

information about a plurality of commerce objects. 

22. The process of claim 21 wherein the contract between the first and second 

owners requires the second owner to maintain a commerce object database containing 

information about a multitude of commerce objects and to provide information from 

that database for display on the second web page. 

23. The process of claim 22 wherein the second owner further has contracts 

with a plurality of merchants to include in the commerce object database data 
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concerning the merchant's offerings for sale to computer users viewing the second web 

site. 

24. The process of claim 23 further comprising, in response to an indication 

received from the browser of a computer user displaying the second web page of a 

desire to purchase a merchant offering identified in the information about the commerce 

object displayed on the second web page, and pursuant to the contract between the first 

and second owner and the contracts between the second owner and the merchants, 

capturing billing information from the browser and arranging for that computer user to 

be charged for the identified offering. 

25. The process of claim 24 wherein arranging for a computer user to be 

charged comprises arranging to divide revenue from the charge among the merchant, 

the first owner, and the second owner, pursuant to the contract between the first and 

second owners and the contracts between the second owner and the merchants. 

26. The process of claim 25 wherein using the computer-stored indicia to 

cause the display of a second web page comprises serving the second web page from a 

server controlled by the second owner. 

27. The process of claim 25 wherein the indicia describing the appearance of a 

set of one or more visually distinctive elements found on a first web page are stored in 

an indicia database. 

28. The process of claim 27 wherein both the commerce object database and 

the indicia database are maintained by the second owner and stored on the same 

computer system. 

29. The process of claim 27 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein the second web page further comprises a display accepting 

input of search parameters that can be used to search for products within the product 

categories. 

30. The process of claim 29 wherein both the commerce object database and 

the indicia database are maintained by the second owner and stored on the same 

computer system. 
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31. The process of claim 30 wherein using the computer-stored indicia to 

cause the display of a second web page comprises serving the second web page from a 

server controlled by the second owner. 

32. A method of offering supplemental commercial opportunities to a web 

page owner comprising: 

(a) maintaining a computer database of information about a multitude 

of commerce objects; 

(b) contracting with a owner that controls a first web page to display on 

the first web page, along with other content on that page, a user-selectable 

navigation link leading to a second web page; and 

(c) under contract with that owner, causing the second web page to be 

displayed on web browsers of computer users who activate the selectable 

navigation link on the first web page; 

(d) wherein the commerce objects pertain to an opportunity to 

purchase an offering of a third-party merchant; and 

(e) wherein causing the second web page to be displayed comprises 

causing to be displayed on the second web page (i) a set of one or more visually 

perceptible elements also displayed on the first web page that suggest a source 

of the first web page, along with (ii) information from the computer database 

about at least one of the multitude of commerce objects, with the consequence 

that the second web page apart from the displayed information about the 

commerce objects has a distinctive overall appearance corresponding to a 

distinctive overall appearance of the first web page; 

whereby the method reduces the likelihood that viewers of the first web page will not 

resume viewing either the first web page or pages that are part of a web site containing 

the first web page after viewing the information available through the second web page. 

33. The method of claim 32 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

comprises the appearance of the top and left side of the first web page. 

34. The method of claim 32 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

comprises the appearance of the header and footer of the first web page. 

Ross et al.- Claims of continuation application filed January 30,2006 Page 6of 12 

Page 225



35. The method of claim 32 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes a set of navigational Jinks, used on the first web page, each of which links, 

when activated, causes a browser to display a select page of a website of the controlling 

owner. 

36. The method of claim 32 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes a logo identifying the controlling owner. 

37. The method of claim 32 wherein computer storing indicia comprises 

computer storing indicia describing the appearance of a set of elements that suggests a 

source of the first web page by being consistent across a set of web pages, including the 

first web page, which set constitutes some or all of a website of the controlling owner. 

38. The method of claim 32 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein causing the second web page to be displayed further comprises 

causing to be displayed on the second web page an input field accepting search 

parameters that can be used to search for products within the product categories. 

39. The method of claim 32 wherein causing the second web page to be 

displayed further comprises displaying on the second web page information about a 

plurality of commerce objects. 

40. The method of claim 39 further comprising contracting with a plurality of 

merchants having offerings for sale to include, in the computer database of information 

about the commerce objects, information concerning the merchants' offerings. 

41. The method of claim 40 further comprising, in response to an indication 

received from the browser of a computer user displaying the second web page of a 

desire to purchase an offering identified in the information about the commerce object 

displayed on the second web page, and under contracts with the controlling owner and 

the merchants, capturing billing information from the browser and arranging for that 

computer user to be charged for the identified offering. 

42. The method of claim 41 wherein arranging for a computer user to be 

charged comprises arranging to provide shares of revenue from the charge to each of (a) 

the merchant providing the identified offering, and (b) the controlling owner. 
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43. The method of claim 42 wherein causing the second web page to be 

displayed comprises controlling a server to cause it to serve the second web page. 

44. The method of claim 42 further comprising the preliminary act of storing 

indicia describing the appearance of the set of one or more visually distinctive elements 

in a indicia database, and wherein causing to be displayed on the second web page the 

set of one or more visually perceptible elements comprises loading the indicia from the 

indicia database and displaying the second web page in accordance with the indicia. 

45. The method of claim 44 further comprising storing both the computer 

database of information about the commerce objects and the indicia database on the 

same computer system. 

46. The method of claim 44 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein causing the second web page to be displayed further comprises 

causing to be displayed on the second web page an input field accepting search 

parameters that can be used to search for products within the product categories. 

47. The method of claim 46 further comprising storing both the computer 

database of information about the commerce objects and the indicia database on the 

same computer system. 

48. The method of claim 47 wherein causing the second web page to be 

displayed comprises controlling a server to cause it to serve the second web page. 

49. The method of claim 32 wherein the commerce object is a catalog having a 

multitude of merchant offerings and wherein the second web page contains one or more 

selectable navigation links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web pages, 

each pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog. 

50. The method of claim 32 further comprising directing computer users' web 

browsers to one or more third web pages providing a checkout procedure that includes 

collection of payment information, in response to the computer users' selection of the 

commerce object, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to which the 

commerce object on the second web page pertains. 

51. The method of claim 50 wherein the one or more third web pages, apart 

from information displayed about the checkout procedure, have an overall appearance 
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corresponding to an overall appearance of the first web page apart from its primary 

content. 

52. The method of claim 32 further comprising forwarding to the merchant 

order information relating to computer users who select the commerce object on the 

second web page, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to which the 

commerce object pertains. 

53. The method of claim 32 wherein contracting to display a second web page 

comprises having a contract providing for sharing of revenue with the owner of the first 

web page on account of purchases of merchant offerings on the second web page by 

computer users who followed the link from the first web page to the second web page. 

54. The method of claim 32 wherein: 

(a) contracting to display the second web site comprises agreeing to 

computer store HTML code and images describing the appearance of a set of 

elements that suggests a source of the first web page by being consistent across a 

set of web pages, including the first web page, which set constitutes some or all 

of a website of the owner; 

(b) the second web page apart from the commerce objects has a 

distinctive overall appearance essentially matching the distinctive overall 

appearance of the first web page apart from said other content; 

(c) the commerce object is a catalog having a multitude of merchant 

offerings; 

(d) the second web page contains one or more selectable navigation 

links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web pages, each 

pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog; and 

(e) contracting to display a second web page comprises having a 

contract providing for sharing of revenue with the controlling owner on account 

of purchases of merchant offerings on the second web page by computer users 

who followed the link from the first web page to the second web page. 
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55. A method of generating additional revenue from a web page through 

supplemental commercial opportunities offered off-site comprising: 

(a) causing to be displayed on a first web page, along with other 

content of that page, a user-selectable navigation link to a second web page; and 

(b) contracting with a owner that maintains a computer database of 

information about a multitude of commerce objects to cause the second web page 

to be displayed on web browsers of computer users who activate the selectable 

navigation link on the first web page, which second web page is programmed to 

display: 

(i) a set of one or more visually perceptible elements also 

displayed on the first web page that suggest a source of the first web page, 

and 

(ii) information from the computer database about at least one of 

the multitude of commerce objects, which displayed commerce objects 

provide the computer user whose browser is displaying the second web 

page an opportunity to purchase an offering of a third-party merchant; 

with the consequence that the second web page apart from the displayed 

information about the commerce objects has a distinctive overall appearance 

corresponding to a distinctive overall appearance of the first web page; 

whereby the method reduces the likelihood that viewers of the first web page will not 

resume viewing either the first web page or pages that are part of a web site containing 

the first web page as a result of viewing the supplemental information on the second 

web page. 

56. The method of claim 55 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

comprises the appearance of the top and left side of the first web page. 

57. The method of claim 55 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

comprises the appearance of the header and footer of the first web page. 

58. The method of claim 55 further comprising maintaining a multi-page 

website including the first web page, wherein the first web page includes a set of 

navigational links to other pages of the multi-page website, and wherein the set of 
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visually perceptible elements includes the set of navigational links, each of which links, 

when activated from the second web page, causes a browser to display respective 

linked pages of the multi-page website. 

59. The method of claim 58 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

includes an identifying logo. 

60. The method of claim 59 wherein the set of visually perceptible elements 

further includes a color scheme and page layout used on the first web page. 

61. The method of claim 55 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein contracting to cause the second web page to be displayed 

further comprises contracting to cause to be displayed on the second web page an input 

field accepting search parameters that can be used to search for products within the 

product categories. 

62. The method of claim 61 wherein contracting to cause the second web page 

to be displayed further comprises contracting to cause to be displayed on the second 

web page information about a plurality of commerce objects. 

63. The method of claim 62 wherein the owner maintaining the database has 

contracts with a plurality of merchants to include, in the computer database containing 

information about the commerce objects, information concerning the commerce objects 

related to said merchants' offerings. 

64. The method of claim 63 wherein contracting to cause the second web page 

to be displayed further comprises agreeing to a term under which the owner 

maintaining the database, in response to an indication received from the browser of a 

computer user displaying the second web page of a desire to purchase a offering 

identified in the information about the commerce object displayed on the second web 

page, will arrange to capture billing information from the browser and cause that 

computer user to be charged for the identified offering. 

65. The method of claim 64 wherein contracting to cause the second web page 

to be displayed comprises agreeing to receive a portion of the revenue received from 

the charge to the computer user. 
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66. The method of claim 65 wherein contracting with a owner maintaining the 

database to cause the second web page to be displayed on web browsers of computer 

users who activate the selectable navigation link on the first web page comprises 

contracting to have the owner maintaining the database serve the second web page. 

67. The method of claim 66 wherein the commerce object is a set of product 

categories and wherein contracting to cause the second web page to be displayed 

further comprises contracting to cause to be displayed on the second web page an input 

field accepting search parameters that can be used to search for products within the 

product categories. 

68. The method of claim 55 wherein the commerce object is a catalog having a 

multitude of merchant offerings and wherein the second web page contains one or more 

selectable navigation links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web pages, 

each pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog. 

69. The method of claim 68 wherein contracting with the owner maintaining 

the database comprises arranging to receive from the owner a share of revenue from 

purchases of merchant offerings on the second web page by computer users who 

followed the link from the first web page to the second web page. 

70. The method of claim 69 wherein contracting with the owner maintaining 

the database further comprises arranging with the owner (a) to direct computer users' 

web browsers to one or more third web pages providing a checkout procedure that 

includes collection of payment information, in response to the computer users' selection 

of the commerce object, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to which 

the commerce object on the second web page pertains, wherein the one or more third 

web pages, apart from information displayed about the checkout procedure, have an 

overall appearance corresponding to an overall appearance of the first web page, and 

(b) to forward to the merchant order information relating to computer users who select 

the commerce object on the second web page, indicating a desire to purchase the 

merchant's offering to which the commerce object pertains. 
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ABSTRACT 

An e-commerce outsourcing system and method provides hosts with transparent, context -sensitive 

e-commerce supported pages. The look and feel of a target host is captured for future use. The host is 

provided with one or more links for inclusion within a page on the host website that correlates with a 

selected commerce object, which may be contextually related to material in the page. The commerce 

object can be a product, a product category, or a dynamic selection indicator. Upon activation ofthe 

provided link, a visitor computer is served with a page with the look and feel of the host website and with 

content based upon the associated commerce object. Where the commerce object is a dynamic selection 

indicator, the content is selected at the ti.rne of activation based upon an analysis of the page containing t~e 

activated link. 
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HOST INFORMATION 
HostSignup.asp 

420 L------t MAINTAIN HOST INFORMATION 
MointoinHostlnf o.osp 

~5Av£~ 430 
~;(CreateHostlnfo.~~~ 

4(~&P0//'~ 

NOT HOST AGREEMENT 440 
AGREE HostAgreement.asp 

458( 
CANCEL 

444 
AGREE~ 

ENTER LOGIN ID 
AND PASSWORD 
HostSignup2.asp ID IN 454 

USE ,.--.__./ 

~5AVE:~ 460 
~ xLCreateHostAccount.oJ ~,.--.__./ 
~///////P////// ///, 

HOST ADMIN SYSTEM 4 70 
HostAdmin.asp 

FIG.4 

FIG.5 
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615 

STEP 1 '--~ 
PROVIDE URL 

host_ setup l.osp 

CONTINUE 

STEP 2 '--~ 
CAPTURE HfADER HTML 
host_setup2.osp.osp 

CONTINUE 

470 

4/24 

HOST 
ADMIN 
MENU 

HostAdmin.osp 

605 
DESIGN STOREFRONT ~ 

WIZARD 

INTRODUCTION 
host_setupO.osp 

(610 
635 

~ 

675 
DONE,---....__/ 

665 

.------0 
CHANGE 630 

VALIDATE 
LINKS & 
IMAGES 

CHANGE 

640) 

STEPs---~ 
FINAL CHECK 

host_setupS.osp.asp 

PREVIEW STORE 
(NEW WINDOW) 
slore_prev•ew .asp 

660 

~SA'v£~ 
~ xt_SoveStore.osp; 
'////////////. 

(670 
.._ __ CONTINUE ---__.J 

680 

FIG.6 
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5/24 

HOST 
ADMIN 
MENU 

HostAdmin.asp 
705 

SETUP LINKS ,..--.._/ 
710 735 

UST OF CURRENT MERCHANT UNKS t----,----lo.:------, 
715 J HostMerchantlist.asp 

745 ~ADD LINK ~REMovE"uN'K~ 
/Xt MaintainHostMerchantLinkt~ 
'l/////////. //////////, 

STEP 1 
SELECT/SEARCH CATALOG 722 

EDIT 
CANCEL 

SelectCatalogSearch.asp 

SELECT 

STEP 2 
BACK SELECT A PRODUCT 

OR CATAGORY 
BrowseCatalog.asp.osp 

SELECT 

STEP 3 
BACK SET UNK ATTRIBUTES 

.------.. SetReferringURL.asp 

BACK 

CONTINUE 

STEP 4 
NAME AND SAVE UNK 

MointoinHostLink.asp 

~ 750 VIEW 728 

ADD 
LINK 

(720 730 

755 

760 

~5Av£~ 765 
~ xt_MaintainHostMerchantlink.~~ ~,..--.._/ 
~J~/h 

STEP 5 
FINISHED COPY AND PASTE UNK href 770 

MaintainHostlink.asp ......------._ 

740 

~~SAvE~ 
% xt_MaintainHostMerchontlinkt2~ 
~J~~ 

VIEW/UPDATE 
LINK NAME 

MaintainHostMerchantLink2.asp 

VIEW 
Shop. asp 

725 

FIG.7 
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LINK INDICATING 
DYNAMIC CONTENT I 81 0 

SELECTION ACTIVATED 
FROM A HOST-OWNED 

WEB PAGE 

GET THE PAGE IN 
WHICH THE LINK 

RESIDES. 

850 

830 

YES 

SELECT APPROPRIATE 
1 ., 1 CONTENT BASED ON 1 ., 1 

PAGE CONTENT. 

860 

FIG.8 

STORE CONTENT 
SELECTION IN 

MERCHANDIZER 
DATABASE. 

870 

840( 

SERVE THE DESIRED 
CONTENT FOR THIS 

PAGE PER THE 
MERCHANDIZER 

DATABASE 
0) ......_ 
N 
~ 
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I[:) NEXCHANGE -MERCHANT MANAGER-UPDATE ACCOUNT -MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER [d~[8] I 
BLE ~DIT YIEW fAVORITES IDOLS ~ELP - • 

<?v c::>v ® [J ~ @ L!l 0 [j1v~ 
BACK FORWARD STOP REFRESH HOME SEARCH FAVORITES HISTORY M.AJL PRINT 

I ADDRESS I ~ http:/ /216.0.58.3/MerchantAdmin/ Admin.asp?MerchantSID=B8661467 -v 1l<r GO! !LINKS » l 
t:::.. 

~lhlange· MERCHANT MANAGER 

'\7 

FIG.91 [:) D DloiNTERNET I 

-.....! ......_ 
N 
~ 
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FIG.1 0 

I~ NEXCHANGE-HOST MANAGER-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER ------ bl~[R]I 

~LE EDIT YIEW fAVORITES TOOLS ~ELP 

<> ~ ¢ ~ ® [j 0 @ @] 0 ~~ eB 
BACK FORWARD STOP REFRESH HOME SEARCH FAVORITES HISTORY WJL PRINT 

I ADDRESS l QJ http:/ /www.nexchange.net/ .. / .. /HostAdmin/HostAdmin.osp?HostSID=94191470 vtj(fGO!j UNKS >>j 

~hange• HOST MANAGER 
ACCOUNT NO: 238 
LEARN2.com 

If'S EASY TO GET STARTED AS A NEXCIWIGE HOST... 

1 )CUCK THE 'DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT' BUITON ABOVE AND fOLLOW 
THE STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS TO CUSTOMIZE THE LOOK ANO FEEL OF 
YOUR ONLINE STORES. 

2) CLICK THE 'CREATE ONLINE STORES' BUITON ABOVE AND THE 
PRODUCTS TO SELL IN £ACH ONLINE STORE (NexShop ). SEE BELOW FOR 
INFORMATION MlOUT THE lATEST CONTEST! 

3) CREATE A REASON FOR VISITORS TO VISIT AND BUY FROM YOUR STORES. 
TRY BANNERS, BUITONS, TEXT LINKS, OR OTHER IDEAS. CREATE CONTENT 
THAT WILL EXCITE YOUR \1SITORS ABOUT THE PRODUCTS YOU SELL THE 

I QUICK SUMMARY OF RESULTS -- --- . I 
COMMISSIONS TO DATE: $7.24 
COMMISSIONS THIS MONTH: $ 0.00 
QUICK REPORT: -~ BY_M_O_NTH--TH-IS-M-ONTH____,jr"""'1vll GO! I 
COMMISSIONS ARE GROSS COMMISSIONS AND DO NOT INCLUDE 
ADJUSTMENTS 

6 

BETTER YOU ARE AT EMBEDDING THE PRODUCTS INTO RELEVANT CONTENT, 1 v 

!~DONE IDDioiNTERNET I 

(X) ......_ 
N 
~ 
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I~IDCHANGE-STEP 1-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER - . ~- [d~(g]l 

I ~LE ~orr YIEW fAVORrTES rooLS ~ELP I UNKS > > I Q§J I 
ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 

6. 

change~~~ HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com !B:I IISICN " , , , , , , , .. , , , , , , , , , .. , , , , , , , , ", , " , , 

HOME YOUR STOREFRONT 

~ STfP 1: PROWDE URL 
STEP 2: CAPTURE HEADER HTML 

STEP 3: CAPTURE FOO fER HTML 

STEP 4: PR~EW YOUR NexShop 
STEP 5: fiNAL CHECK 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
HERE YOU 1\U ENTER THE URl OF rHE PAGE WE USE fO CAPTURE TOO, IMAGES, AND UNKS THAT COMPRISE THE LOOK AND FE£L OF YOUR 
STOREFRONT 

YOUR WEBSITE HOMEPAGE URL IS ALREADY ENTERED BELOW. IF THIS IS THE DIRECTORY THAT CONT~NS rHE TEXT, IMAGES AND UNKS WE WILL 
USE TO DESIGN YOUR STOREfRONT, CLICK THE CONTINUE BUTTON. 

IF YOU WILL BE USING THE TEXT, IMAGES, AND UNKS FROM ANOTHER PAGE ON YOUR WEBSITE, PLEASE ENTER THE BASE URL OF THAT WEBSITE 
PAGE. THE BASE URL IS THE DIRECTORY IN WHICH THAT SPECinC PAGE RESIDES. FOR EXAUPLE, IF YOUR WEBSITE IS LOCATED AT 
http:/ /m.websile.com/, BUT YOU WANT TO rJPTURE THE TEXT, IMAGE~ AND UNKS LOCATED ON THE PAGE 
http:/ /m.websile.com/direclory/poge.hlml, THEN THE BASE URL IS http:/ /wwuebsite.com/mredory/. IF THE PAGE YOU MlE 
USING CONmNS AN HTML BASE TAG, THEN YOU WILL NEED TO ENTER THE URL OF THAT HTML BASE TAG. 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ENTER THE EXACT BASE URL, INCLUDING ALL DIRECTORIES. INCLUDE THE HTTP:/ /AT THE BEGINNING, AND END WITH A 
SLASH. WHEN YOU ME FINISHED, CUCK rHE CONTINUE BUTTON. 

I http:/ /www.aboulcom/ I 
I CONTINUE I 

FIG.11 v 

c.o ......_ 
N 
~ 
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I~ NEXCHANGE~STEP 2-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER [d~[8]1 
I ~LE EDIT ~EW fAVORITES IOOLS ~ELP I UNKS > > I Q@J I 

ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 
A 

clhtangeTU HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com 

DESIGN 
- .,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,..,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ........................... . 

HOME YOUR STOREFRONT 

STEP 1: PROVIDE URL 

~ STEP 2: CflPTUR£ HEADER HTMl. 
STEP 3: CAPTURE FOOTER HTML 

STEP 4: PREVIEW YOUR NexShop 
STEP 5: nNAL CHECK 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
IN STEP 2 AND STEP 3, YOU WILL BE PROVIDING THE HTUL CODE (COMPRISING THE TEXT, IMAGES, AND UNKS) THAT WILL APPEAR ON YOUR 
STOREfRONT. FOR THESE STEPS, YOU WILL NEED TO BE VIEWING THE SOURCE HTML CODE Of THE PAGE YOU ENTERED IN STEP 1. 

HERE, WE CAPTURE THE TEXT, IMAGES, AND UNKS THAT YOUR VISITORS Will SEE ABOVE AND TO THE LEFT OF THE PRODUCTS SOLD IN EACH 
NexShop. IN THE BOX BELOW, PLEASE PASTE THE HTML CODE Of THE TEXT, II/AGES, AND LINKS TO APPEAR ON THE TOP AND LEFT SIDE 
OF YOUR STOREFRONT. IF YOUR HTML CODE CONTftJNS A BASE TAG, PLEASE REMOVE IT. THEN CUCK THE CONTINUE BUTION. 

<!--TOPINC CODE CREATED BY NESTOR FERNANDEZ-APRIL 21, 1999-:"0-- A 

> 
<!--SERVER= m.obout.com, TMOG=630304BB65529, MINT= 
328829035114348, IN2PID = I IN21D = NULL, SESSION_ID = 328829035--> 
<!OOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC '-/ /N3C/IDTD HTML 4.0 TRANSITIOtw./ /EN'> 
<HTML> 
<HEAD> 
<TITLE> ABOUT.COM- HUMPN GUIDES. HUMPN INTERESTS. EXPERT GUIDANCE 
fROM HUNDREDS Of GUIDES. <fiiTLE> 
<M£TA ~E = l'fWORDS' CONTENT= 'GAMES MUSIC TRAWl SPORTS JOBS 
fREE STUFF BOOKS SOfl\YARE AUCTION fJ\RS CHAT CASINO CITY MAPS 

ENTERTAINMENT AIRUNES GIFTS JOKES HOTELS FUN CHAT ROOMS HOROSCOPE ty 
FIG.12 v · 

....lo. 

0 
i\:3 
~ 
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[~- NEXCHANGE-STEP 3 - MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER ld~!RJI 

l BLE EDIT YIEW fAVORITES IOOlS ~ELP I UNKS > > I Q@J I 
1 7 

J HOST MANAGER ACCOUNT NO: 2765 1 ~ 1 

ABOUT.Com 

~om ~ME llliJR SiiifRoo 

STEP 1: PROVIDE URL 

STEP 2: CAPTURE HOOER HTML 

~ STEP 3: {')PfUR£ FOOTER HTJIJ. 

STEP 4: PRE'v1EW YOUR NexShop 
STEP 5: ~NAL CHECK 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
JUST LIKE IN STEP 2 , YOU ~ll BE PROY1DING THE HTML CODE (COMPRISING THE IDT, IM4GES, AND LINKS} TfW WILL APPfAR ON YOUR 
STOREFRONT. FOR THESE STEPS, YOU ~ll NE£D TO BE Y1f:'b1NG THE SOURCE HTML CODE OF THE PAGE YOU ENTERED IN STEP 1. 

HERE WE C\PTURE THE TEXT, IMAGES, AND LINKS TllAT YOUR V1SITORS WILL SEE BELOW AND TO THE RIGHT OF THE PRODUCTS SOLD IN £ACH 
NexShop. IN THE BOX BELOW, PLEASE PASTE THE HTML CODE OF THE TOO, IMAGES, AND LINKS TO APPfAR ON THE BOTIOM AND RIGHT 
SIDE OF YOUR STOREFRONT. THEN CLICK THE CONTINUE BUTION. 

<ftO> . 
</TR> 

<!--4--> 
<TR> 

<TO COLSPAN=4 ~DTH=600 AUGN=CENTER VAUGN=TOP> <BR><FONT 
FACE= "MS SANS SERIF I GENEVA I SIZE=-2> 
©<A HREF = "http:/ /home.oboul.com/gi/poges/mcopyrt.h!m "> 1999</A> 
ABOUT.COM, INC. All RIGHTS RESERV£0. 
<BR> 
© 1999 ·ABOUT.CO~ INC. "MININGCO.COM" AND "ABOUT.COM" ARE 

~ 
f.-

f-

TRADEMARKS OF ABOUT .COM, INC.,<BR> A PUBLICLY TRADED COMPANY LISTED tvJ 

FIG.1311 I CONTINUE I tv11 

....lo. 

....lo. 

i\:3 
~ 
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I~ NEXCHANGE-STEP 4-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER b]~[g)l 

I ~LE ~orr ~EW fAVORITES rooLS ~ELP . I UNKS > > I ~ I 
ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 

6 

chan.gel!j HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com 

~ia DESIGN 
~OME YOUR STOREFRONT 

STEP 1: PROVIDE URL 
STEP 2: CAPTURE HEADER HTML 

STEP 3: CAPTURE FOOTER HTML 

~ STEP 4: PRrnEW YOUR NexShop 
STEP 5: FINAL CHECK 

~..L..L..L..L..&...L...'-LIL..o::..~'..LLL~~[('(('£(,(£(((('('('('1 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
YOU'RE ALMOST DONE! CLICK THE PREVIEW BUITON TO VIEW WHAT THIS STORE YllLL LOOK UKE. A NEW BROWSER WILL OPEN. 
PLEASE CAREFULLY REVIEW THE TEXT, IMAGES, AND UNKS. IF f.'IIRYfHING IS CORRECT, AND THE SAMPLE "CELEBRATE THE SEASONS' BOOK IS 
LOCATED IN THE APPROPRIATE PlACE IN THE PAGE, CLOSE THE STORE PREVIEW WINDOW AND CLICK THE CONTINUE BUITON BELOW. 

IF CHANGES NEED TO BE MAllE, CLICK ONE OF THE BUITONS IN THE CENTER COLUMN BELOW, MAKE THE APPROPRIATE CHANGES, THEN 
CUCK THE CONTINUE BUITON UNilL YOU GET BACK TO TH~ PACE. FOR EXAYPLE, IF NONE OF YOUR WEBSITE IMAGES SHOW UP IN THE STORE 
PREVIEW, CLICK THE CHANGE THE BASE URL BUITON AND CONFIRM THAT YOU ENTERED A WEBSITE DIRECTORY, NOT A SPECIFIC PAGE 

(.hlml). IF YOU WANT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THE DESIGN ABOVE THE "CELEBRATE THE SEASONS' STORE, CliCK THE CHANGE THE HOOER BUITON 

WHEN YOU ARE DONE, CLICK THE CONTINUE BUITON. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP DESIGNING YOUR STOREFRONT, JUST SEND AN EMAIL TO hoslhelp@nexchonge.com AND WE WILL DESIGN YOUR 
STOREFRONT FOR FREE. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME, ACCOUNT NUMBER, AND WEBSITE URL IN THE MESSAGE. 

PRB1EW YOUR CUCK ONE OF THE OR CLICK BELOW TO 
STOREFRONT, THEN ... BUTTONS BELOW TO MAKE 

CORRECTIONS CONTINUE 

I CHmGE THE BASE URL I 
I PRB1EW I I C~E THE HEAJJER I I CONTINUE I 

FIG.1411 I am 1llE FOOTER I lvJ 

....lto. 

N 
i\:3 
~ 
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FIG.15 

I~ ABOUT. COM-HUMAN GUIDES. HUMAN INTERESTS. EXPERT GUIDANCE FROM HUNDREDS OF GUIDES. -MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER b]~[8] I 
I ~LE ~Drr ~EW fAVORITES IOOLS ~ELP I UNKS > > I O§J I 

-- .. A I Current I Sweepstakes I Find it! ~ Sidewalk 
6 

D d J. G d G If 0 t' ~~~ Yellow Pages a s 11 ro s o u mg: ~ 'l} 
Trip for 2 to Ryder Cup Awu llo com SAT. JUN 12 1999 
Ab:>ut.c:om 

~fill@~ I II SEARCH I 
S~eepstokes TOP SEARCHES· GENEAOLOGY CLIP ART 

Joi~ 

w1n o 2000 Jeep Cherokee · • -
I enter now! I Sport 4 x 4 THIS IS ONLY A PREVIEW-SHOPPING IS 

ABOUT.COM GUIDES DISABLED 
ARE REAL PEOPLE 

GUIDES IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

~ 
REAL-TIME NEWS: 
GUIDE JACK DOWNS 
COVERS THE CONS OF 
INSTANT INFORMATION. 

NUTRITION GUIDE RICK "It' 
IS MSG SAFE? [I 

fW.L TAKES A LOOK AT -' · 
THE FlAVOR ENHANCER. •· · .... 

PLUS 
S~!WlEUC SffiE 
KNICKS TRIUMPH 
HELP FOR PROBLEM DRINKERS 

GUIDE OF THE DAY 

I CAMPING: 
GET BACK TO NA lURE 
MlH HELP FROM GUIDE 
DAVID SWEET. 

~/) 
The Dunwoody 

'ol.. II/ 
Gourmet Group 

((_/ 

Safe GJ 
Shopping 1r11e change 

By 

CELEBRATE THE SEASONS! 

CELEBRATE TH£ SEASONS! ~ A COOKBOOK nLL£D 
1\HH OUTSTANDING SEASONN. MENUS ENJO'ftO BY 
THE DUNWOODY GOURMET GROUP, A 
NEIGHBORHOOD GOURMET GROUP FORMED BY SIX 
ATLANTA COUPLES OVER 20 YEARS AGO. 

CELEBRATE THE SEASONS! FEATURES 20 GOURMET 
MENUS, EACH 'MTH SIX COURSES- -OVER 165 
RECIPES IN ALU 

ORDER YOUR COPY AND START CELEBAATING THE 
SEASONS WllH YOUR fRIENDS TODAY! FREE 
SHIPPING IF YOU ORDER 5 OR MORE BOOKS! 

'V 

.....lo. 

VJ 
i\:3 
~ 
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I~ NEXCHANGE-STEP 5-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER 6]~[8] I 
I ~LE ~DIT YIEW fAVORITES IOOLS ~ELP I UNKS >>I ~I 

ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 
L:l. 

change~~~ HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com 
- D£SIGN ",,,,,,,,,,,, '",,,,,,,,,,, ,.,, , ,, , , , , .. ,,,,,, 

~HOME YOUR STOREFROKT 

STEP 1: PROVIDE URL 
STEP 2: CAPTURE HEADER HTML 

STEP 3: CAPTURE FOOTER HTML 

STEP 4: PREVIEW YOUR NexShop 
I> STEP 5: fiNN. CHECK 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE, THE HOST MANAGER SYSTEM WILL VALIDATE THE LINKS NlO IIJAGES IN YOUR STORE DESIGN. THIS WILL ENSURE THAT YOUR 
VISITORS WILL BE ABLE TO ~VIG4TE WITHIN YOUR STORES J.S EASILY J.S THEY DO ON YOUR WEBSITE. lYE RECOMMEND THAT YOU COMPLETE 
THIS RNAL STEP. 

CLICK THE VALIDATE BUTTON AND THE HOST MANAGER WILL CONRRM ALL OF THE IIJAGES NlO LINKS. IF IT RNDS PROBLEMS, THE SYSTEM IYil.l. 

LIST THEM BELOW FOR YOU TO RX. 

WHEN YOU ARE RNISHEO, OR IF YOU WANT TO SKIP THIS STEP, CLICK THE SAVE BUTTON. 

I VM.IOATE I I ~VE I 
0 UNKS ONLY 

0 IMAGES ONLY 

0 UNKS AND IMAGES 

FIG.16 v 

....loo. 

~ 

i\:3 
~ 
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I~ NEXCHANGE -STEP 5-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER b)~~ I 
I ~LE EDIT YIEW fAVORITES IOOLS ~ELP I UNKS > > I ~ I 

ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 
~ 

change~~~ HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com liB IISIGN " , , , , , , , '" , , , , , , , , , , , , .. , , , , , , , , , , , "" , , , , 

HOME YOUR STOREFRONT 

STEP 1: PRO~ DE URL 
STEP 2: CAPTURE HEADER HTML 
STEP 3: CAPTURE FOOTER HTML 

STEP 4: PR~EW YOUR NexShop 
[) STfP 5: flNM CHECK 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 
If YOU WOULD LIKE, THE HOST MER SYSTEM MLL VALIDATE THE LINKS AND IMAGES IN YOUR STORE DESIGN. THIS WILL ENSURE ~T YOUR 
~SITORS WILL BE ABLE TO NA~I'JITE MTHIN YOUR STORES /IS fASILY /IS THEY DO ON YOUR WEBSffE. WE RECOMMEND ~T YOU COMPLffi 
THIS fiNAL STEP. 

CLICK THE VMJDATE BUTTON AND THE HOST MANAGER Mll CONFIRM All OF THE IMAGES AND LINKS. IF IT fiNDS PROBLEM~ THE SYSTEU WILL 
LIST THEM BELOW fOR YOU TO flX. 

WHEN YOU ARE fiNISHED, OR IF YOU WANT TO SKIP THIS STEP, CLICK THE SAVE BUTTON. 

IMAGE VALIDATION STAlUS UNK VALIDATION STAlUS 

VERIFYING ltJAGE: @II] VERIFYING UNK: I o 2 sl 
VALID: @II] VALID: I 0281 

INVALID: ~ INVALID: ~ 

I VAliDATE I I ~\{ I 
0 UNKS ONLY 

0 IL'AGES ONLY 

FIG.1711 0 UNKS AND IL'AGES M 

....lo. 

(J1 

i\:3 
~ 
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FIG.18 

I~ NEXCHANGE-HOST ADMINISTRATION-DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER [di§J[R]I 

I ~LE EDIT YJEW fAVORITES IDOLS ~ELP I UNKS > > I Qg~j 
ACCOUNT NO: 2765 ~ 

t:::. 

chan.ge~~~ HOST MANAGER ABOUT.Com 

- DESIGN " " , , , , , , "" , , , , , , , ,. " , , , " , , , ", " , " , 

~HOME YOUR STOREFRONT 

DESIGN YOUR STOREFRONT 

CONGRATUlATIONS! 
YOU JUST DESIGNED YOUR NEXCIWlGE STOREFRONT. YOU CAN NOW CREATE INDMOUAL ONLINE STORES (CAlLED NexShops), CHOOSING THE 
PRODUCTS TO SELL WITHIN EACH STORE. FOR EACH NexShop THAT YOU CR£ATE, WE GENERATE m HTML LINK FOR YOU TO EMBED WITHIN 
RELEVml CONTENT ON YOUR WEBSITE. YOU CAN CREATE AN UNLIMITED NUMBER or NexShops, PlACING THEM WHEREVER YOU WOULD LIKE ON 
YOUR WEBSITE. VISITORS ~ EA51LY PURCIVISE PRODUCTS WHILE VISITING YOUR SITE , WITHOUT EVER L£AVING YOUR SITE. YOU WILL £ARN A 
PERCENTAGE Or MRY SALE, KEEP YOUR VISITORS ON YOUR SITE, AND IMPROVE VISITOR SATISFACTION mo LOYALTY. 

YOU CAN CREATE A NexShop AT mY TIME BY CLICKING THE NexShop GENERATOR BUTTON FROM THE HOST MANAGER HOMEPAGE. 

TO CREATE A NexShop NOW, CLICK THE NexShop GENERATOR BUTION. 

TO GO DIRECTLY TO THE HOST MANAGER HOMEPAGE, CLICK THE HOME BUTION. 

I NexShop GENERATOR J I HOME I 

"il 

....lo. 

0) 

i\:3 
~ 
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I~ CULINARY CAFE-COOKING FOR YOU-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER b)[§][g] I 
I 8LE EDrr ~EW fAVoRrrEs IDOLS tlELP I LINKS > > I ~ I 

~ ' 6 
You c~n save mo,ey on you..

lavorite g.-ocety bran(!s each weekl ® 
Culinary Cafe" 

fAN(Y rOO~~ 8~~~ 
GOURMET CLUB 

PRODUCT CATEGORIES: 
~CHOCOlATE 
~ SPREADS AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS 
~ SEAFOOD AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS 
~ GIFT BASKETS 
~ CONDIMENTS 
~ OIHER PRODUCTS 

Safe~ 
Shopping ne change 

By 

FfATURED ITEM 
'"'-'-"·CZ::::'".A •. , .. 

FFGC SUPER SAMPLER GIFT SET 
$62.50 TO $77.00 

I TELL ME MORE I r--1 NJD_lO_CAR__,q 

LOOK FOR OTHER PRODUCTS OFFERED BY FANCY FOODS GOURMET CLUB 

PRODUCT LOCATOR: cu I ~ 

I P"'~~ [ [X[S[OR[ I ~ FIG,19II !siAAc~~ =Sofe Shopping lvll 

.....lo. 

-.....! 
i\:3 
~ 
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IQ?) NEXCHANGE-SYSTEM MANAGER-MAIN-MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER ld~!&11 
BLE EDIT ~EW fAVORITES IDOLS ~ELP I~ 

<:>v¢v@ [J ~ @ ~ 0 ~v~ 
BACK FORWARD STOP REFRESH HOME SEARCH FAVORITES HISTORY MAIL PRINT 

I AODRESS 11~ http:/ /m.nexchonge.net/NexchangeAdmin/NexchangeAdmin.osp?NexchangeSID=94191470 lvll(fGO!I UNKS >~ 

~han.ge· 
D. -

SYSTEM MANAGER 9/16/99 2:06:46 PM 

I MAIN ~~~~~~%~~~~~ 
I SHOPPING STATISTICS I I HOST STATISTICS I I MERCHANT STATISTICS I ....lo. 

PENDING ORDERS: 1 TOTAL HOSTS: 6234 MERCHANTS: 17 
TOTM. SESSIONS: 361056 · PENDING: 6 HOST RElATIONSHIPS: 10761 

(X) 

i\:3 
TOTAL ORDERS: 349 APPROVED: 5095 UNKS: 22713 ~ 

TOTAL SALES: I 23,370.09 DECUNED: 1133 REVENUE: I 16, 188.7 4 -
TOTAL COMMISSIONS: ~3,235.60 

I UNTENDED ORDERS I I RETURNS I 
('.AJEWAY LfARNING CORPORATION li\.2_ 9 12/99 3:07:36 PM OK NEW:3 
I MPC MARKETING INC. 1468 9 2 99 5:08:19 PM OK _I . rANCELm: 2 
MPC MARKETING INC. 1!69_ 9 2 99 6:29:06 PM OK RETURNED: 4 
I MPC MARKETING, INC. 1478 9 4199 4:48:16 PM OK I 
MPC MARKETING, INC. llB.O.. 9 4 99 8:32:31 PM OK 
I MPC MARKETING. INC. 1482_ 9 5 99 11:31:36 AM OK I 
MPC MARKET!NG, INC. l.4H6_9 7 99 10:16:18 AM OK 
I MPC MARKETING, INC. 1501 9 9 99 11:56:57 PM OK I 
MPC MARKETING, INC. l.50Z. 9111/99 9:24:40 PM OK 

IMPC MAAKE~NG, INC. 1509 9 12/99 9:10:56 AM OK I r-
'V 

FIG.2011Q?) DONE IDOioiNTERNET I 
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2120 

470 

19/24 

HOST 
ADMIN 
MENU 

HostAdmin.asp 

~EW 2105 
REPORTS ~ 

REPORT MENU 
MerchantReportMenu.osp 

2118 2114( 

.-----CRITERIA------' 
~ 

SUMMARY 
RevenueSummary.asp 

2127 

CRITERIA_) 

SELECT~ 

2125 

DD~L 2150 
RevenueDetail.asp 

FIG.21 

CRITERIA 

MONTHLY STATEMENT 
HostStotement.osp 

CRITERIA 

2135 
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2200 

VIEW 
MERCHANT----------~ 

VIEW MERCHANT 
INrQRMATION 

Merchontlnfo.osp 

2226 

FIG.22 

UPDATE QUANTITIES 
xt_EditShoppingCort.os 

p 

FROM ANY PAGE 
I 

2222 

VIEW SHOPPING CART 

FROM ANY PAGE 
I 

N 
0 
i\:3 
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2320 

wg;,~V{~ 
~~(chantContacts_xl.~~~ 
W#&P~ 

~~V{~ r Pr~uctDeloults_xl.o~ ,~ 
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PTO/AIA/01 (06-12) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of A method of a specially programmed computer server serving pages offering 
Invention commercial opportunities for merchants through coordinated offsite marketing 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

This declaration 
is directed to: D The attached application, or 

~ United States application or PCT international application number 13/970,515 

filed on 08/19/2013 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S. C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both. 

WARNING: 
Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, 
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14 ). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: D. D~~o .Ross, Jr. Date (Optional): May 30· 2014 

':'. )_7J ,/ 
Signatuffi: ____ ~_,~~~~,>(-~=-~----~~~~~-------------------------------------------------------

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/SB/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form or must have 
been previously filed. Use an additional PTO/AIA/01 form for each additional inventor. 

This collection of information is required by 35 U.S.C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and 
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/A!N01 (06-12} 
,<\pproved for use through 0·1i31/2014. OMB 0651-()032 

U.S. Palen! and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1996, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a vaiid OMS control number. 

{' DECLARATiON (37 CFR 1 63} FOR UT!UTY OR DES!G~ APPUCAT~ON US~NG AN ' 
APPUCATION DATA SHEET {37 CFR 1. 76} J 

Title of 
Invention 

A method of a specially programmed computer server serving pages offering 
! commercia! opportunities for merchants through coordinated offsite marketing 

I 

t-\s the below named inventor, ! hereby declare iha!: 

This declaration 
is directed to: c The attached application, or 

II] United States application or PCT intE>rnational application number ~~/970,~15 ______ _ 

tiled on ?~!-~-~!.~g-~-~---------·-----------------------------

The above-idenilfled appiication was madE> or authorizHd to be made by me. 

! believe that i am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any wiiifu! false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S. C. ·1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not mom than five (5) years, or both. 

WARl\UNG: 
PetitionHrfapplicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers 
(oiher than a check or credit card authorization form PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. lf this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, 
petitioners/applicants should consider redBcting such persona! information from the documents before submitting them to tile 
USPTO. Petitioner/appiicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also bE; available to the public lf the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF iNVENTOR 

Inventor: Daniel D. Ross 

Signature: 

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/SB/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this forrn or must have 
been previously filed. Use an additional PTO/A!NOi form for each additional inventor. 

~~------------~~~----~~~~~~--~----~~~----------~~--~ This co:le.:.t:on ofiniormat;on :s requ:red by 35 U.S.C. ·1·15 and 37 C:-R i .63. The mformat:on :s requ:red to ootetn or retatn a bene11! l>y the public wh:cn 1slo file (and 
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is govemed by 35 U.S.C. 122 end 37 CFR i .11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to 
comp!eta, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completeti apphoation form to the USPTO Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments en tile amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden/ should be sent to the Chief Information Oificer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner i'or Patents, P.O. Sox 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

ff you nefJo' assistance k1 compieting the rorm, ca!i 1~800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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P10iAIM!1100·12l 
Apprcvad rm m" ihmugh ()JK'I1f.!G14 0M8 005h'l!JJZ 

U.S. P~!&l1113i1d Trad<Smark O!f;c<S;. U.S. DEPARTM<:Ni (;<f' COMMERCE 
UrJder lh<> Pap<>lWurl< Rl!du~:!km Acl or 19%. n« f'<>rnan> arere<w<N3d !<> rsspi!nd to !l rol'ilo::lion of 11'\!ormm!i:m unles> i! dis~lays a val•<.! OMS ronh"l <M~lw< 

DE CLARA noN {37 CFR 1.63} FOR UTILITY OR OESlGN APPUCA TrON USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of A method of a specially programmed computer server serving pages offering 
Invention commercial opportunities for merchants through coordinated offsite marketing 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that 

This declaration 
is directed to: [] 

Ill 
The attached application, or 

United States application or PCT international application number 13/970,515 ·~---
filed on _98/19/2013 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more lhan five (5) years, or both. 

WARNING: 
Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent appllcalion that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, 
petitioners/applicanls should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to Jhe public after publication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14 ). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PT0-2038 submitted for paymenl purposes are not retained in lhe application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

lovenlor. Jos~~~ M~haei{L _ ~ _ 
Signature: /"') ...... ·-....- ~.... · " ..... 

Note: An application data sheet (PTO/SB/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, musl accompany this form or must have 
been previously filed. Use an additional PTO/AIA/01 form for each additional inventor. 

Th>sl;'..-;ll<l-;lo<m ;;<lm!arm~lto~ ~~ mqmmd ily 3:> tiS C. 11:> and <.7 CFR t.6s. Thc:t or~loiTMlc<m ;SI<SliWred w r>hl~m "~ !!!!~•~, l:m,<>rs! hy IM pc.:b11CW~>Id1mlo filil (and 
b~ th<J l!SPTO l:o prw~s•) ~" spplk:~tion. Con!ider.l:i<~lil:!l Is gr>~~m<><l ~y ~5 U.S.C 122 ~11d :il c;:R ~ 11 an<J 1. 1<1. Tiel~ cc;lledion is eGI:~'>'Bioo !0 !ll~S 1 ml~u!a m 
rompl<>l*, i<1clurJi"l) ge!tl~ril1g, pre~«~li:'l§. ~r>d sut.>miWfY,ll:h<1 rom;>lil1ml ep!)liC!ltion form lo th<1IJSPT1J. Time wl!:: "~!'/ <JI'lr>encing u;xml:l'm iil.:li,iduel a~sG. A~'f 
romm..,nls <.mIt,,. am<Jur.l ol time l'"'·' ffY-J<llm W cumpl<1l<> !his farm ~»ddm ~ugge>lk:m lor reducing ;~I~ ll~;;d*n. >h:'>uld !J* sen! I~ t':G Ch;,t !n!mn1111;«n Offiwf, U :SL 
Pe:Bili l'!nd Tr«<J~ma<X Office, lJ S. Oep~l'!l'ilfl:JI vf Co,llmo:.= P 0. SDK 14M. Ai<S>;;.mdna, VA 22313--1450. 00 NOT SEND I'EES OR CIJMPLETEO l'dRMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. S!::!I!!J TO; C1lmmlss!o;;m;~r for !'et!!~t&, !",0, Bm>.: '!45!J, M!!l1::!m'!rla, VA ::11:§1:.1--~45(), 

,If yiJu •1&ad ;s~i>iaM;,; in mtr:piming II,;; ~a,·m. <IJII HlOO-PrO 2i9& ;:md osJ»<:~ Dp!IDn ::t. 
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t"' I VIAII'I!U"I (Uo.-·t LJ 
Approved for use 1hi'Ough 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-D032 

• U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 199:'1. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a vali<l OMB control number. 

l OECLARA TION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of A method of a specially programmed computer server serving pages offering 
Invention commercial opportunities for merchants through coordinated offsite marketing 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

This declaration 0 The attached application, or 
is directed to: 

!j] United States application or PCT international application number 13/970,515 

filed on 08/19/2013 

The above--identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the original inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any wiHful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5} years, or both. 

WARNING: 

) 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers 
(other than a check or credit card authorization form PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, 
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1_14). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Williq.m R. May 

Signature: t-~/~-~..--··-....._______..-"' 
Date (Optional) : __ f_\1\ __ Ck_· -\..{+4~-·~_:.-:-_i _.Y_!-"-1_

1 )0\ (; 
0 

Note: An application data sheet {PTO/SB/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany this form or must have 
been previously fiied. Use an additional PTO/AIN01 form for each additional inventor. 

Th1s collectiOn of Information IS required by 35 U.S. C. 115 and 37 CFR 1.63. The mformation IS reqUired to obtam or retam a benefit by the public which IS to file (and 
by 1he USPTO to process} an <Jpplication. Corrfidenliality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 114. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. nme will vary depending upon the indiVidtlal case. Any 
comment$ on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing !his burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, US. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 

THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO~ Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
If you need assistance in completing the fo1111, caH 1-800-PT0-9199 and sele-ctap/ion 2. 
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PTOiAIAi01 (06-12) 
Approved for use through 01/3112014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of informat;on unless it disp!ays a valid OMB contra! number, 

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN 
APPLICATION DATA SHEET {37 CFR 1.76) 

Title of A method of a specially programmed computer server serving pages offering 
Invention commercial opportunities for merchants through coordinated offsite marketing 

As the below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

This declaration 
is directed to: 

The attached application, or 0 

• United States application or PCT international application number _!-~~~--7_0_,5_1_5 __________ _ 

filed on-~~~!-~~~~-!-~------~-----· 

The above-identified application was made or authorized to be made by me. 

I believe that I am the origmai inventor or an original joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this declaration is punishable under 18 U.S C. 1001 
by fine or imprisonment of not more than five (5} years, or both. 

WARNING: 
Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers 
{other than a check or credit card authorization iorm PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO 
to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, 
petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the 
USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the 
application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 3'7 CFR 1.21 3(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a 
patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to t~;e public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1 .'14). Checks and credit card authorization forms 
PT0-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR 

Inventor: Richard A. Anderson 
--------------·····-------- Date (Optional): ___________________________ _ 

Note: An application data sheet {PTOISB/14 or equivalent), including naming the entire inventive ent;ty, must accompany this form or must have 
been previousiy filed. Use an additional PTO/AIA/01 form for each additional inventor. 

This co!!et::tJon of mformatlon !S reqwred by 35 U.S.C .. '115 and 37 CFR 1..63. The :nformat1on !S reqwred to obtam or retam a oenef1t by the publiC wh1ch ;s to frle (and 
by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S C. i22 and 37 CFR 111 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 minute to 
complete, inc!uding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO, Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to comp!ete this form and/or suggestions for redudng this burden. should be sent to t.he Ch;ef Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P 0 Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313--1450 .. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 

THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
If you need assistance in completing the form, ca/11-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the 
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2 
D Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 

37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 1 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. D Delano Ross Jr. 

Residence Information (Select One) (!) US Residency 0 Non US Residency O Active US Military Service 

City Peachtree Corners I State/Province I GA I Country of Residence i I US 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 5012 Audley Lane 

Address 2 

City I Peachtree Corners I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30092 I Country i 1 us 

Inventor 2 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. Daniel D Ross 

Residence Information (Select One) (!) US Residency 0 Non US Residency O Active US Military Service 

City Dunwoody I State/Province I I Country of Residence i I 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 5165 North Peachtree Road 

Address 2 

City I Dunwoody I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30338 I Country i 1 us 

Inventor 3 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mr. Joseph R Michaels 

Residence Information (Select One) (!) US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

City I Hephzibah I State/Province I GA I Country of Residence i I US 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 1878 Hephzibah Keysville Road 

Address 2 

City I Hephzibah I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30815 I Country i 1 us 

Inventor 4 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Mr. William R May 

Residence Information (Select One) (!) US Residency 0 Non US Residency O Active US Military Service 

City Atlanta I State/Province I GA I Country of Residence i I US 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 1394 Emory Road N E 

Address 2 

City I Atlanta I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30306 I Country i 1 us 

Inventor 5 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name 

Mr. Richard A Anderson 

Residence Information (Select One) (!) US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Powder Springs I State/Province I GA I Country of Residence i I US 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 4190 Defoors Farm Drive 

Address 2 

City I Powder Springs I State/Province I GA 

Postal Code 1 30127 I Country i 1 us 
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 

I generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

Correspondence Information: 
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

EFS Web 2.2.11 

Add I 

Suffix 

Suffix 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Customer Number 26362 

Email Address louis@valuablepatents.com I Add Email I !Remove Email I 
Email Address donald@valuablepatents.com I Add Email I !Remove Email I 
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BALABANOVIC, M. and SHOPHANM, Y.; "Fab: Content-Based Collaborative 
Recommendation''; Communications of the ACM, Vol. 40, No.3; pp. 66-73; March 
1997. 
YERGEAU, F. et al.; "Internationalization of the Hypertext Markup Language"; 
RFC 2070; pp. 1-43; January 1997. 
"A Multilevel Approach to Intelligent Information Filtering: Model, System, and 
Evaluation"; ACM Transactions on Information Systems; Vol. 15, Issue 4; 1997. 
"About WorldRes"; web page printout; URL: 
http/ /:web.archive.org/web/19970702032337 /www.worldres.com; 1997 
CHISTENSEN, Eric; "Mapping a More Complete Internet Strategy"; web page 
printout, URL: http://web.archive.org/web/19970702032753/www.worldres.com; 
1997. 
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DUKAY, Kristin; "Unifying a large corporate Web site: A case study of 
www.microsoft.com"; Proc. IEEE Int'l Professional Communication Conference; 

124 pp. 321-327; 1997. 

125 Web Pages at http://www.broadvision.com; 1996. 
Dialog file 16 (database PROMT ®),No. 6016914"; "BookSite launches version 3.0 
of the popular electronic commerce web site"; Business Wife; 2 pp.; February 23, 

126 1996. 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

139 

Dialog file 16 (database PROMT (R)), No. 6296727; "Amazon.com introduces 
"Amazon.com Associates-a new model for internet-based commerce"; Business 
Wife"; 3 pp.; July 18, 1996. 
"Can Mixing 'Cookies' with Online Marketing be a Recipe for Heartburn?"; 
Infoworld; Vol. 18, No. 30; July 22, 1996. 
"RealTime Travel Info Available Online"; Dialog database file 9, document 
01107096; January 17, 1995. 
"Online Growth Virtually Untapped; PC Vendors Taking More Advantage of 
Booming Sales"; Computer Retail Week, Vol. 4, No. 64; pg. 160; June 6, 1994. 
RESNICK, P. et al.; "GroupLens: An Open Architecture for Collaborative Filtering 
of Netnews"; Proceedings of ACM 1994 Conference on Computer Supported 
Cooperative Work, Chapel Hill, NC; pp. 175-86; 1994. 

"World Choice Travel, Inc.-Affiliate Program Overview", date not specified. 
VIESCAS; "The Official Guide To The Prodigy Service"; Microsoft Press; (certain 
pages); 1991. 
"Real-Time Travel Information Is Available Online"; News bytes News Network; 
January 17, 1995. 
SARKAR et al.; "Intermediaries and Cybermediaries: A Continuing Role for 
Mediating Players in the Electronic Marketplace"; JCMC, Vol. 1, No.3; December 
1995. 
HOFFMAN et al.; "Commercial Scenarios for the Web: Opportunities and 
Challenges"; http:/ /sloan.ucr.edu/1995/12/24/hoffman-novak-and-chatterjee
december-1995/; December 24, 1995. 
WILSON; "The Link Site Marketing Strategy"; Web Marketing Today, Issue 13; 
May 11, 1996. 
"The Weather Channel Predicts Sunny Skies For Two New Online Advertisers"; 
PR Newswire Association, Inc.; May 14, 1996. 
"AT&T Business Network Launches Personal Business Services"; PR Newswire 
Association, Inc.; September 9, 1996. 
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140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

NOVAK and HOFFMAN; "New Metrics For New Media: Toward The 
Development Of Web Measurement Standards"; Project 2000: 
elab.vanderbilt.edu, Vanderbilt University; September 26, 1996. 
DEIGHTON; "The Future Of Interactive Marketing"; Harvard Business Review, 
pp. 4-16; November 1996. 
"MyWay Teams with Lycos, MTV, Others on Push Technology"; Post-Newsweek 
Business Information Inc.; February 10, 1997. 
"WavePhore Inc.; WavePhore Signs Top Content Partners for WaveTop Home PC 
Data Broadcasting Service"; M2 Communications Ltd.; April9, 1997. 
WILLIAMS; "Site Can Help The Infrequent Flier In Planning Trips"; Richmond 
Times-Dispatch; April28, 1997. 
WOODS; "Booking Your Trip Online; Web Sites Can Be Fast, Frugal- And 
Frustrating"; Kiplinger's Personal Finance Magazine; pp. 128-132; May 1997. 

Web pages from www.books.com; June 20-23, 1997. 
"Time Inc. New Media and WavePhore Inc. to Broadcast Internet Content over 
the WaveTop Wireless Home PC Service"; Business Wire, Inc.; July 21, 1997. 
CARMICHAEL; "Net Marketing: Survey Of Developers Shows How Much It 
Costs To Add Personalization To Sites: Marketers Use Registration Data To 
Target Their Messages"; Crain Communications, Inc.; September 1, 1997. 
DEIGHTON; "Commentary On Exploring The Implications Of The Internet For 
Consumer Marketing"; Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science; pp. 347-
351; 1997. 

Archived web page at www.hyatt.com; December 10, 1997. 
WILSON; "How Does Store-Building Software Work?"; Web Commerce Today, 
Issue 5; December 15, 1997. 
"CBS New Media Announces Strategic Partnership with Razorfish"; Business 
Wire, Inc.; January 20, 1998. 
SCHWARTZ; "Sellers Get a Hand with Affiliate Commerce"; Internet Week; 
August 6, 1998. 
"USAHotelGuide.com Brings Focused Approach To Online Hotel Reservations"; 
MacMillan Communications; 1999. 
CURTIS;" Affiliate Programs: Why They're Going To Last"; archived web page 
www.oneandonlynetwork.com; September 15, 1999. 

"Must See Sites"; Family PC; pp. 102, 104; June 1997. 

"Preview Travel, Inc, S.E.C. Form 10-K"; pp. 1-14; December 31, 1997. 
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"Preview Travel, Inc., 10K405- EX-10.16, Agreement Dated as of March 15, 1998"; 
March 15, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.city.net; May 14, 1998. 

"Preview Travel; 1998 ANNUAL REPORT"; Preview Travel; 1998. 

Archived web page at www.CyberSexToys.com; June 7, 1997. 

Archived web page at www.CyberSexToys.com; October 19, 1997. 

Archived web page at www.SexToyFun.com; December 5, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.SexToy.com; December 12, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.SexToy.com; February 3, 1999. 
PERDUE; "EroticaBiz; How Sex Shaped The Internet"; IdeaWorx, Chapter 4; 
October 2002. 
LEVINE; "dave david levine sextoys sex toys hollywood party parties religion 
money"; www.davelevine.com; August 11,2006. 
"WHOIS Search Results for SexToy.com"; Network Solutions, record created on 
May 2,1995. 
"WHOIS Search Results for SexToyFun.com"; Network Solutions, record created 
on September 9, 1998. 

Archived web page at TechWave.com; February 1, 1998. 
BAKER; "Tech Wave Boosted by $25M"; Puget Sound Business Journal; April24, 
1998. 
LANG; "Product Review; Tech Wave PersonalStore"; http://sellitontheweb.com; 
August 15, 1998. 

Various white papers from www.Broadvision.com; January 22, 1996. 

Screenshots of archived web page at http:/ /HardRock.com; December 21,1997. 
Screenshots of" AIG SunAmerica.com; Helping You ... Achieve Your Vision of 
Retirement"; https:/ /www.SunAmerica.com; 1997. 
"SunAmerica.com Market Summary; Terms and Conditions"; 
http:/ /fast.quote.com; 1997 
"SunAmerica.com Market Summary; Quotes and News"; http://fast.quote.com; 
August 7, 2006. 
"The Harvard Crimson Online; Quotes, Charts, Portfolio & Reports"; 
http:/ /www.dbc.com; 1996. 
"Data Broadcasting's Real-Time Quotes On Internet"; Post-Newsweek Business 
Information, Inc.; April29, 1996. 

Archived web page at www.dbc.com; November 2, 1996. 
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181 Archived web page at www.dbc.com; December 19, 1996. 

182 Archived web page at www.dbc.com; July 5, 1997. 
Sample Business Contracts - Contribution agreement among CBS Inc., Data 
Broadcasting Corporation and Marketwatch.com, LLC; 

183 http://contracts.onecle.com; October 29, 1997. 

184 "Cnet; Quotes, Charts, Portfolio & Reports"; http://www.dbc.com; 1996. 

185 Archived web page www.ibm.com; October 26, 1996. 

186 "IBM Customer Financing; Worldwide Customer Financing"; IBM Corp.; 1995. 

187 "IBM Planetwide Direct"; IBM Corp.; 1996. 
"WHOIS Search Results for IBM.com"; Network Solutions, record created March 

188 19, 1986. 

189 Archived web page www.one-and-only.com; June 12, 1997. 
"WHOIS Search Results for oneandonlynetwork.com"; Network Solutions, record 

190 created September 15, 1998. 

191 Archived web page www.onandonlynetwork.com; September 13, 1999. 
WILSON;" Adding Value: The Key To Securing Links To Your Site"; Web 

192 Marketing Today, Issue 43; April1, 1998. 
"WHOIS Search Results for one-and-only.com"; Network Solutions, record 

193 created November 30, 1995. 

194 Archived web page www.one-and-only.com; August 31, 1999. 

195 Archived web page www.oneandonlynetwork.com; September 8, 1999. 

196 "Internet Travel Network; Half a million hits daily"; 1997. 

197 "GetThere.com- Private Label Service"; 1997-2001. 

198 "ITN Announces Internet Package For Agencies"; August 26, 1995. 

199 "Reply to RFP; Internet Travel Network"; www.itn.net; November 7, 1995. 

200 

201 

202 

203 

"About The Internet Travel Network I Future Directions; Internet Travel 
Network"; www.itn.net; 1996. 
"A Quote to Meetings and Sports; Internet Travel Network"; www.itn.com; 
November 27, 1995. 
"Greetings; If you haven't taken the time to look at becoming a member ... "; 
Internet Travel Network News; 1997. 
ELLIOTT; "Point of Sale; Taming The Wild Web; The ATA Issues 
Recommendations for Online Booking"; Travel Agent; pg. 24; May 19, 1997. 
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"Internet Travel Network's Guide To Online Marketing; Successful Online 

204 Strategies"; June 21, 1996. 
"Car And Hotel Functionality; Internet Travel Network Becomes First Full
Service Travel Site to Go Online With Car & Hotel Reservations"; Business Wire; 

205 June 24, 1996. 
"Travel Industry Embraces Internet Travel Network As A Leading Web-Based 

206 Solutions"; Business Wire; July 22, 1996. 
"Internet Travel Network Announces Internet Travel Manger; Customized 
Service Supports Corporate Travel Management With Special Functionality"; 

207 Business Wire; August 5, 1996. 
"Preview Travel; Ticket to Ride, Net Style"; The Red Herring; pp. 52, 54, 56; Fall 

208 1996. 
"Internet Travel Network Becomes First Web-Based Travel Booking Service to 

209 Access All4 Major Computer Reservation Systems"; October 7, 1996. 
"Global Discount Travel Services With Internet Travel Network Release First 
Discount Travel Reservation Service Available To Consumers On The Internet"; 

210 October 26, 1996. 

211 "Internet Travel Network Pricing"; November 8, 1996. 

212 Archived web page www.ticketmaster.com; March 20, 1997. 
"Internet Travel Network Releases New Technology For New Year"; January 1, 

213 1997. 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

"New Alliances Further Geoworks' Plan To Deliver Valuable Content, Interactive 
Services To Smart Phone Customers"; February 3, 1997. 
"Internet Leader Recognized By Travel Industry"; Business Wire; February 25, 
1997. 
"Internet Travel Network Releases Policy-Compliant Low-Fare Search Module 
For Internet Travel Manager"; Business Wire; February 28, 1997. 
"Excite And Preview Travel Join Forces To Offer Reservations Service"; Preview 
Travel; April 7, 1997. 
"CNN Interactive and Internet Travel Network Partner on CNN's Travel Guide"; 
Business Wire; April16, 1997. 
"World view Systems And Internet Travel Network Team-Up To Launch 
Outtahere: A Private-Label Online Travel Planning And Reservation Product"; 
AprilS, 1997. 
"Internet Travel Network And Pegasus Systems I TravelWeb Announces 
Partnership For Online Air And Hotel Bookings"; Business Wire; April21, 1997. 
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LEVERE; "Cuts In Commissions Prompt Fear That Online Travel Options May 
Thin"; New York Times; CyberTimes; May 30, 1997. 
BUSH, "Interview of Ken Orton; President, Preview Travel"; Electronic Retailing; 
pp. 32-36; May/June 1997. 

"Sabre Travel Information Network"; date not specified. 

"User's Guide; Eaasy Sabre"; December 1988. 

"Reference Guide; Easy Sabre"; 1991. 
"The Communication Medium Of The 90's Arrives October 1st"; Jaguar 
Magazine; Vol. 1, No.1; circa 1990. 
SCHEPP et al.; "The Complete Guide To CompuServe"; Osborn McGraw-Hill, 
1990. 
"SpeakEaasy; A Newsletter For Eaasy Sabre Subscribers"; Vol. VI, No. 1; May 
1992. 

Sabre Vision Brochure, Sabre Travel Information Network; 1993. 
MOAD; "Sabre Rattled; New Strategy For AMR Corp's Sabre CRS Real-Time 
Database; Includes Related Article On Sabre's Mainframe Computers"; Company 
Business And Marketing"; PC Week, Vol. 13, No.4; January 29, 1996. 
"Sabre Business Travel Solutions Announces Expense Management Portfolio"; 
Sabre Business Travel Solutions; August 6, 1996. 
"Sabre And IBM To Jointly Develop Notes-Enabled Travel Management 
Product"; Sabre Business Travel Solutions; August 6, 1996. 
WILKINSON; "Intranets Ease Travel Booking"; Business Travel News; August 19, 
1996. 
ROSEN; "Industry Goes Intranet"; Business Travel News, Issue 353; pp. 1, 26; 
August 19, 1996. 
NG; "Choosing A System; The Increasing Availability and Sophistication of 
Software Systems Makes Travel Management a snap"; Travel Agent; pg. 78; 
August 26, 1996. 
ELLIOTT; "Enter The Giant; Microsoft Unveils a Three-pronged Plan to Become a 
Powerhouse in Online Travel"; Travel Agent; pp. 84-86; September 9, 1996. 
ROSEN and O'CONNOR; "BTS Signs Up Partners"; Business Travel News; 
September 9, 1996. 
ROSEN; "Early Birds Get Tools"; Business Travel News, Issue 355; pp. 1, 36-37; 
September 16, 1996. 
NG; "Looking For New Electronic Products to Help Manage Your Business? 
Sabre May Have the Answer"; Travel Agent; pg. 62; September 16, 1996. 
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BITTLE;" Andersen: On-Line Booking A Natural Progression"; Travel Weekly; 

240 September 19, 1996. 
ANDREWS; "Cisco Tests Travel Service On Its Intranet"; www.iworld.com, 

241 reprinted from Web Week, Vol. 2, Issue 14; September 23, 1996. 
MADDOX; "Traveling On The Web; Travelocity refines its Web site to better 

242 compete for travel reservations"; Information Week; pp. 63-65 January 20, 1997. 
"Sabre; BTl Americas Create Alliance; ManTIS Architecture Gains Strength Of 

243 Sabre Business Travel Solutions"; PRNewswire; February 24, 1997. 
FOLEY; "Sabre's Challenge; Reservations group adds new apps to its mainframe 

244 core to win customers"; Information Week; pp. 83-85; August 18, 1997. 
"US Airways And The Sabre Group Sign Letter Of Intent For A Multi-Billion 

245 Dollar Long-Term Technology Relationship"; The Sabre Group; August 28, 1997. 
"The Future Belongs To Those With The Vision To See It"; PhoCus Wright The 

246 Online Travel Conference; November 3, 1997. 
"Life with the Internet"; Internet Magazine; Digital Reprint Edition; pp. 108-112; 

247 October 1994. 
"Quote.com Network Provides Online Advertisers With High-Volume 
Impressions, Valued Demographics; Leading Internet Network Gains Momentum 

248 With Premier Co-Branded Sites"; PR Newswire; December 3, 1996. 
"Quote.com To Provide Business Week Online With Up-To-The-Minute Financial 
Market Data; The Web's Premier Financial News And Information Service Now 
Integrated With Business Week Online's Web Site"; PR Newswire; December 3, 

249 1996. 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

"Excite And Quote.Com Partner To Deliver Stock Quotes And Business News To 
Excite Network; Leading Brands Provide Consumers Stock Quotes, Business 
Updates, News And Information"; PR Newswire; March 3, 1997. 
"Quote.com Further Levels Playing Field For Independent Investors With 
Powerful New Ver ... "; www.quote.com; May 11, 1998. 

"A Letter from Stock-Trak to Quote.com"; July 13, 1998. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; December 6, 1998. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; December 6, 1998. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; December 7, 1998. 

Archived web page www.stocktrak.com; January 27, 1999. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; January 28, 1999. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; February 9, 1999. 
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Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; February 19, 1999. 

Archived web page http://fast.quote.com; May 8, 1999. 

"Team WARE"; Team WARE Group; pp. 1-25; 1996. 
"Team WARE And The Internet; Synergies For A Comprehensive Computing 
Environment"; Team WARE Group; pp. 1-15; March 13, 1996. 
"Tech Squared Announces That New Web Site Is Operational; Expects Digital 
River Site Up And Running By Mid-June"; Business Wire, Inc.; June 5, 1996. 
"Digital River Announces First Encrypted Software Sale"; PR Newswire 
Association, Inc.; August 12, 1996. 
WOOLLACOTT, et al.; "Web Spoofing Poses New Security Threat"; Info World, 
Vol. 19, Issue 1, pp. 33-34; January 6, 1997. 

Archived web page www.digitalriver.com; Aprill2, 1997. 

Archived web page www.qfx.com; July 7, 1997. 
"Claw (Physical Shipment) 1ST SOFTWARE"; www.3digitalriver.com; January 5, 
1998. 
"Electronic Software Distribution Agreement"; Digital River, Inc. and Fujitsu 
Software Corp.; pp. 1-14; July 16, 1997. 
"Welcome to Blue Byte Software, Inc. Electronic Ordering!!" 
www3.digitalriver.com; August 11, 1997. 
"Corel Teams With Digital River To Expand Online Shopping Centre"; PR 
Newswire Associate, Inc.; August 14, 1997. 
"Digital River Signs SOOth Client For Internet Software Delivery"; PR Newswire 
Association, Inc.; August 20, 1997. 

"Tympani Development Store"; www4.digitalriver.com; August 24, 1997. 
"Lucida Font Family; Please select from the following:"; www3.digitalriver.com; 
August 25, 1997. 

"DTP Direct"; www4.digitalriver.com; August 28,1997. 
"Digital River To Offer Symantec Products To Its Online Dealer Network"; PR 
Newswire Association, Inc.; September 10, 1997. 
KISTNER, et al.; "Lets Go Shopping"; PC Magazine; certain pages; November 18, 
1997. 

"2ask Software Store"; www3digitalriver.com; November 24, 1997. 

Archived web page digitalriver.com; December 21, 1997. 

Date Considered: ______ _ 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Page 283



Form PT0-1449 (Modified) Serial No.: 
List of Patents and Publications For 

Information Disclosure Statement 

First Inventor: 
Filed: 

Ross, D. Delano, Jr. 
05/21/2015 

Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Page 14 of 25 Conf. No.: 

Examiner 
Initials 

Examiner: 

OTHER ART 

Item Author Title Date Pertinent Pages Etc. 
GIOMBETTI; "Avant-Garde Entrepreneur; Joel Ronning of Digital River Is Racing 
To Keep His Online Software Delivery Company Out In Front In What He 
Believes Will Eventually Be A Global Oligopoly"; Minnesota Business & 

280 Opportunities; December 1997. 
Email exchange between Scott Platt of Digital River and Steve Estv Anik re: 

281 "Status of changes"; January 2, 1998. 
Digital River Press Release; "Digital River Signs Online Partnership With J&R 

282 Computer World"; January 19, 1998. 
"Ron Scott, Inc.; QFX The Ultimate Image Editing Solution"; 

283 www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 

284 

285 

286 

287 

288 

289 

290 

291 

292 

293 

294 

295 

296 

297 

298 

299 

300 

301 

302 

303 

"SFS Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 
"North Beach Labs Software Store; Disk Duplicator"; www.digitalriver.com; 
March 14, 1998. 

"Sapient Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 16, 1998. 

"Auto F/X Corporation Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 31, 1998. 

"The Ultimate Directory- InfoSpace"; www.infospace.com; AprillO, 1998. 

"Integratech Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 30, 1998. 

"DTP Direct Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 28, 1998. 

"Innovation Multimedia Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 29, 1998. 

"MicroProse, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 24, 1998. 

"MicroProse, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 30, 1998. 

"MicroProse Games List"; www.microprose.com; March 10, 1998. 
Screen shots of BuyComp web site hosted on both buycomp.com and 
digitalriver .com. 

"Digital River; The Journey Continues"; 1998. 

"Corporate Backgrounder"; Traveling Software; June 22, 1998. 

"PIM Sari Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 26, 1998. 

"Extended Help Center; 1ST STOP"; www.lstopsoft.com; November 14, 1997. 
"Visual Office: The best personal productivity tool; Drowning In Infoglut? 
Spending Too Much Time Searching?"; visualoffice.pair.com; October 9, 1997. 

Archived web page www.bistream.com; January 17, 1997. 

Bitsteam Typeface Library; Online Ordering; date not specified. 

Archived web page www2.digitalriver.com; October 19, 1996. 
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3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

"Arrow Publishing Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 14, 1998. 

"Ositis Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April3, 1998. 

"Net Nanny Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April14, 1998. 
"Sunbow International, Inc Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 
1998. 

"BIZPLAN BULDER interactive"; www.digitalriver.com; March 11, 1998. 

"Adaptec, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; July 21, 1998. 

"Valley of Fire Software Online Store"; www.digitalriver.com; December 22, 1999. 

"Jan's Journeys"; www3.digtialriver.com; August 26, 1997. 
"Welcome To Whirlwind Technologies Electronic Ordering System"; 
www3.digitalriver.com; June 18, 1997. 
"Peach System Software Store; MVP SOFTWARE, INC."; www.digitalriver.com; 
March 14, 1998. 

"Olympus America Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; June 22, 1998. 

"Peak Technology Ltd. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; February 15, 1999. 

"PY Software, Inc Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; March 14, 1998. 

"RBC, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 
"Welcome to QRS Music, Inc. Electronic ordering"; www.digitalriver.com; March 
14, 1998. 
"Welcome To Global Majic Software, Inc. Electronic ordering"; 
www3.digitalriver.com; August 11, 1998. 

"InterDimensions Corp Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 5, 1998. 

"Intelligent Technologies Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 5, 1998. 
"Global Majic Software, Inc. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 20, 
1998. 

"Lateral Technologies Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April, 30, 1998. 
"Internet Neighborhood; KNOW ARE, INC."; www3.digitalriver.com; February 9, 
1998. 
"KH Software Development Online Store"; www.digitalriver.com; December 1, 
1999. 

"Open Window Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 
"Welcome to the Live Picture Online Store"; www3.digitalriver.com; August 15, 
1997. 
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3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

"WinSite Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; February 4, 1998. 

"Apple Mountain Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April10, 1998. 

"DTP Direct Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 12, 1998. 

"M. Casco Associates Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 26, 1998. 

"Mach5 Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 11, 1998. 

"Cyber 411"; www3.digitalriver.com; February, 4, 1998. 

"Matchup Sports Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 6, 1998. 

"Markus Friberg Data Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; May 6, 1998. 

"ARCaine Technology"; invl.digitalriver.com; May 12, 1997. 

"ARCaine Technology"; www4.digtialriver.com; May 9, 1997. 

"Artbeats Software Store"; www.digtialriver.com; January 28, 1998. 

"Author Direct Shareware Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April14, 1998. 

"Best Effort Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April13, 1998. 

"BuenSoft Co. Software Store"; www.digitalriver.com; April30, 1998. 

Archived web page www.1stsoftware.com; April21, 1998. 

Century Technology Group Summary; April17, 1998. 

"Microshops Proposal"; January 22, 1998. 

Letter to Unicoil from Del Ross; February 3, 1998. 
Century Technology Group- A Nexchange Proposal for Dunwoody Gourmet; 
March 11, 1998. 

Archived webpage at www.e-merchant-group.com; May 16; 1998. 

Archived web page at www. Statenisland.com; April18, 1997. 

Archived web page at www2.travelnow.com; September 21, 1999. 

Archived web pages at www.sextoy.com; May 17, 1998. 
Andrews; "Partners in Affiliate Marketing Struggle with Branding Issues"; 
Internet World; April13, 1998. 
Marciano;" Are Affiliate Programs for You?"; Web Marketing Today; April1, 
1998. 

Archived web pages at www.one-and-only.com; April1999. 

Archived web page at www.financing.hosting.ibm.com; December 27, 1996. 

Archived web page at www.ibm.com; December 20, 1996. 

Date Considered: ______ _ 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Page 286



Form PT0-1449 (Modified) Serial No.: 
List of Patents and Publications For 

Information Disclosure Statement 

First Inventor: 
Filed: 

Ross, D. Delano, Jr. 
05/21/2015 

Art Unit: 
Examiner: 

3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Page 17 of 25 Conf. No.: 

Examiner 
Initials 

Examiner: 

OTHER ART 

Item Author Title Date Pertinent Pages Etc. 

356 Archived web page at www.dbc.com; (NYSE); 1996. 
"Data Broadcasting to Offer Real-time Internet Quote Service for $29.95 a Month"; 

357 M2 PRESSWIRE; January 3, 1996. 
"Data Broadcasting Real-time Stock Market Quote Service Begins; $29.95 Monthly 

358 Fee Includes Mandatory Exchange Fees"; Business Wire; April26, 1996. 

359 

360 

361 

362 

363 

364 

365 

366 

367 

368 

369 

370 

371 

372 

373 

374 

375 

Archived web page at www.dbc.com; November 15, 1996. 
"Quote.com Provides Seven High-Profile Web Sites with Financial News and 
Information; PR Newswire; June 10, 1996. 
BPAI decision; Ex parte DDR HOLDINGS, LLC; Appeal 2009-0013987; 
Reexamination Control 90/008,374; Patent No. 6,993,572; April16, 2010. 
BPAI decision; Ex parte DDR HOLDINGS, LLC; Appeal 2009-0013988; 
Reexamination Control 90/008,375; Patent No. 6,629,135; April16, 2010. 
Defendants' Invalidity Contentions from Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); June 6, 
2011. 
ASPAliance.com Sample Book Chapters, Chapter 1: Foundation Concepts; Taken 
from "Cascading Style Sheets: Seperating Content from Presentation"; Glasshaus; 
believed first published April 1, 2004. 
Sugiura and Koseki; "Internet scrapbook: automating Web browsing tasks by 
demonstration"; Proceedings of the 11th Annual ACM symposium on User 
Interface Software and Technology; pp. 9-18; 1998. 
Archived web pages at Lycos.com and Newsalert.com, with page source; 
December 11, 1997. 

Internet Archive FAQ; archived web page; March 10, 2001. 
Archived web pages at REI.com and Mammut.ch, with page source; February 22, 
1997. 
Conway, et al.; "Net.Commerce for OS/390"; IBM International Technical Support 
Organization; July 1998. 
Ellsworth; "Using Compuserv- The Comprehensive Guide to All the Online 
Services and Resources Available!"; 1994. 

Bowen & Peyton; "How to Get the Most Out of Compuserv"; 5th Edition; 1993. 

DPP-Build Program Usage Guide for Version 2; June 26, 1992. 

Combined Mall Product Analysis; week of July 14, 1996 through July 20, 1996. 
Hubbard; "E-commerce firm lands $9 million"; Atlanta Business Chronicle; 
August 20, 1999. 

Archived web page at Teachnet.com/Brainstorm of the Day; April29, 1999. 
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376 Archived web page at Talkcity.com; April29, 1999. 
Dunn; "Winning the Affiliate Game: A Ten-Step Master Plan For Maximizing 

377 Your Profits"; 1998. 
"e-business case studies Recreational Equipment, Inc., An Internet retaining 

378 innovator"; IBM; 1999. 
"e-business Solutions Leading retailer makes Internet shopping a personal 

379 experience"; IBM; 1998 
"IBM Launches Global Small Business Initiative Backed by $100 Million 

380 Marketing Campaign"; IBM I Business Wire; May 4, 1999. 
Vestal; "Electronic Commerce Environments: Corporate Obstacles and 
Opportunities to Competitiveness"; INSS 690 Thesis; Bowie State University; 

381 August 1, 1999. 

382 

383 

384 

385 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

Sawhney & Kaplan; "The Emerging Landscape of Business to Business 
Ecommerce"; Business 2.0 Magazine; September 1999. 
Klein & Lindemann; "New Architecture for Webenabled EDI-Applications and 
their Impact on VANS"; Research Paper; April26, 1999. 
Yarden; "Evaluating the Performance of Electronic Commerce Systems"; 
Proceedings 1997 Winter Simulation Conference; 1997. 
Zwass; "Structure and Macro-Level Impacts of Electronic Commerce: From 
Technological Infrastructure to Electronic Marketplaces"; Emerging Information 
Technologies/Sage Publications; 1998. 
Bakos; "The Emerging Role of Electronic Marketplaces on the Internet"; 
Communications of the ACM; August 1998. 
Bailey & Bakos; "An Exploratory Study of the Emerging Role of Electronic 
Intermediaries"; International Journal of Electronic Commerce; Vol. 1, No.3, 
Spring 1997. 
Burton & Mooney; "The Evolution of Electronic Marketplaces: An Exploratory 
Study of Internet-Based Electronic Commerce Within the American Independent 
Insurance Agency System"; AJIS; November 1998. 
Dogac et al.; "An Electronic Marketplace Architecture"; Idea Group Publishing; 
1999. 
Claim Construction ORDER; Civil Action No. 2:06-CV -00042 (DF); 
November 21, 2011. 
ORDER on Defendants' Rule 72 Objections and Motion for Reconsideration; 
Civil Action No. 2:06-CV-00042 (DF); February 21, 2012. 
Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions Pursuant to Local Rule 3-6; Civil 
Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); February 6, 2012. 
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393 

394 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 

400 

401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 

409 

410 

411 

Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 6,629,135 to 
various references; February 6, 2012. 
Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 6,993,572 to 
various references; February 6, 2012. 
Claim Charts from Defendants' Amended Invalidity Contentions; Civil Action 
No. 2-06CV-42 (DF), comparing claims of Ross et al. U.S. Patent 7,818,399 to 
various references; February 6, 2012. 

Edwards, et al.; "Making Money In Cyberspace"; September 1998. 

Archived web pages at www.wilsonweb.com; February 7, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.wilsonweb.com; June 26, 1998. 
Wilson, Ralph; "Review of ShopSite Manager 3.1"; Web Commerce Today; Issue 
2; September 15, 1997. 
Screen images from www.wilsonweb.com, showing "Review of ShopSite 
Manager 3.1"; from Web Commerce Today; Issue 2; September 15, 1997. 
Wilson, Ralph; "How Via Web and ShopSite Pro Incorporate Affiliate Program 
Software; Web Commerce Today; Issue 8, March 15, 1998 (as posted on 
www.wilsonweb.com) 

Archived web page at astrology.net; October 29, 1996. 

Archived web pages at www.viamall.com; March 29, 1997. 

Archived web page at www.austads.com; May 20, 1998. 
"The CDnow Story", pages 172-176, referring to history in November 1994, March 
1997, and "early in 1998." 
Screen image from Barry's Temple of Godzilla: www.godzillatemple.com, 
showing CDnow.com; September 24, 1998. 
Screen image from rollingstone.com, showing links to CDnow, September 24, 
1998. 
Halper, Mark; Archived web page at www.businessweek.com, dated June 15, 
1997, showing "Cyberstorefronts for Rookies"; October 12, 2008. 

Archived web page at www.fredericks.com; July 21, 1997. 
Pages from Publishers Weekly, U.S. Copyright Office, and Phoenix Public 
Library, showing publication of Edwards' "Making Money in Cyberspace"; 
August 10, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.fredericks.com; April18, 1997. 

Date Considered: ______ _ 

EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw 
line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 

Page 289



Form PT0-1449 (Modified) Serial No.: 
List of Patents and Publications For 

Information Disclosure Statement 

First Inventor: 
Filed: 

Ross, D. Delano, Jr. 
05/21/2015 

Page 20 of 25 

Examiner 
Initials 

Examiner: 

Item 

412 

413 

414 

415 

416 

417 

418 

419 

420 

421 

422 

423 

424 

425 

426 

427 

428 

429 

430 

431 

432 

433 

Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Conf. No.: 

OTHER ART 

Author Title Date Pertinent Pages Etc. 

3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Archived web page at www.thespaceshop.com; December 12, 1998. 

Archived web page at www.kennedyspacecenter.com; January 30, 1998 

Archived web page at nasa.viamall.com; December 22, 1997. 
Trademark Electronic Search System (TESS) record of MARKETPLACEMCI; Reg. 
No. 1,940,267, filed August 19, 1994. 

Messmer, E.; "MCI opens electronic mall on 'Net"; Network World; April3, 1995. 
"Nordstrom E-Mail Shopping Expanded To Marketplacemci"; The Seattle Times; 
October 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Venture adds Nordstrom to marketplaceMCI"; 
Business Wire; October 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures Offers Innovations in Online Shopping"; 
Business Wire; December 5, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures adds greater shopping variety to 
marketplaceMCI with six new stores"; Business Wire; November 2, 1995. 
"News Corp./MCI Online Ventures Announces Grand Opening of Online 
Shopping Mall"; Business Wire; September 7, 1995. 
"MCI unveils internetMCI; new MCI-branded software, nationwide access, 
content and shopping services"; Business Wire; March 27, 1995. 
"Via web's First Business Plan"; from webpage 
http://www.paulgraham.com/vwplan.html; referring to document dated August 
24, 1995. 

Archived web page at www.rollingstone.com; December 10, 1997. 
Wilson, Ralph F.; "Shopping Carts for Small Sites"; Web Commerce Today; Issue 
6; January 15, 1998. 

Archived web page at shopsite.com; December 28, 1996. 

Archived web pages at www.shopsite.com; January 10, 1997. 
United States Copyright Office, Certificate of Registration of Edwards' "Making 
Money in Cyberspace", submitted September 8, 1998, registered October 13,1998. 

Wikipedia page for RTML, http:/ /en. wikipedia.org/wiki/RTML, April 4, 2011. 

"Digital River: Plumbing the Web"; The Digital River Review; February 1998. 

Web pages from www3.digitalriver.com; May 1998. 

Web pages from www.sdcorp.com with related source code; May 14, 1998 
Breimhurst, Henry; "Digital River plans an IPO this year"; CityBusiness; April24, 
1998. 
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3625 (in parent) 
Garg, Y.C. (in parent) 

Archived web pages at www.viaweb.com; "Press Quotes"; June 6, 1997. 

Archived web pages at www.austads.com with related source code; May 20, 1998. 

Archived web pages at www.fredericks.com; November 4, 1996. 
Archived web pages at www.fredericks.com, with related source code; February 
4, 1997. 
Altaner, David; "Interest in Internet Retailing Sites Slows to a Trickle"; 
http:/ /articles.sun-sentinel.com; September 25, 1997. 
"YAHOO TO ACQUIRE VIA WEB"; Press Release found at 
http:/ /docs.yahoo.com/docs/pr/release184.html; June 8, 1998. 

ForeFront releases WebWhacker 1.0; CNET News; January 4, 1996. 

ForeFront-Web Whacker User's Guide; 1995-1996. 
"Offline Web browsing: It's like surfing in Ohio"; INFOWORLD.com; Vol. 18, 
Issue 32; August 5, 1996. 
"You can take it with you with ForeFront's WebWhacker"; INFOWORLD.com; 
Vol. 19, Issue 18; May 5, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www.ffg.com regarding WebWhacker 3.0; April1, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www.ffg.com regarding WebWhacker; December 31, 1996. 
Expert Report of Peter Kent Regarding Invalidity of the '135, '572, and '399 
Patents; Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); May 18, 2012. 
Select exhibits from Expert Report of Peter Kent Regarding Invalidity of the '135, 
'572, and '399 Patents; Civil Action No. 2-06CV-42 (DF); May 18, 2012. 
Selected pages from Incognito Cafe Web site describing Book Stacks Unlimited 
links partner program, 1996. 
Nexchange Merchant Internet Distributed Commerce Network Agreement, for 
Dunwoody Gourmet; September 1, 1998. 
MicroShops Business Plan, Century Technology Group, MicroShops, version 0.2, 
March 1998. 
Digital River, Inc. Dealer Agreement with Octal Publications Limited, January 1, 
1997. 
Online Decision Strategies presentation to Syntellect Interactive Communications; 
1996. 
Screenshots from a video clip dated March 31, 2012, of a Digital River employee 
showing certain archived webpages from www.ffg.com (December 31, 1996) and 
www.miramarsys.com (November 11, 1996) and reconstructions of pages served 
by Digital River for ForeFront and Miramar Systems, Inc. 
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Screenshots from a video clip dated March 15, 2012, of a Digital River employee 
showing certain archived webpages from www.digfrontiers.com (November 2, 

454 1996) and reconstructions of pages served by Digital River for Digital Frontiers. 

455 

456 

457 

458 

459 

460 

461 

462 

463 

464 

465 

466 

467 

468 

469 

470 

471 

472 

473 

"Firm does placement"; St. Paul Pioneer Press; Tuesday, April28, 1998. 
Output files of Web Whacker software used in the DR Secure Sales System; 
allegedly used with respect to certain 1996 websites; cited in Defendants' 
Amended Invalidity Contentions Pursuant to Local Rule 3-6; Civil Action No.2-
06CV -42 (DF); February 6, 2012. 

Archived webpage at http://ego.net/; December 22, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www2.travelnow.com; September 30, 1999. 

Archived webpage at www.newyorknews.com; February 4, 1998. 

Archived webpage at www.newyorknews.com; July 12, 1998. 

Archived webpage at www.newyorknews.com; February 19, 1999. 

Archived webpage at www2.travelnow.com; September 11, 1999. 

Archived webpage at www.travlang.com; February 27, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www.travelnow.com; May 12,2000. 

Archived webpage at http://travel.yahoo.com; December 6, 1998. 

Archived webpage at www.statenislandonline.com; April18, 1997. 

Archived webpage at www2.travelnow.com; November 13, 1999. 
The Sabre Group Holdings, Inc., SEC Form 10K for Fiscal Year 1996; March 31, 
1997. 
The Sabre Group Holdings, Inc., SEC Form 10K for Fiscal Year 1997; March 30, 
1998. 
The Sabre Group Holdings, Inc., SEC Form 10K for Fiscal Year 1998; March 19, 
1999. 
"Netscape and The Sabre Group Launch Innovative Travel Booking Service on 
Netscape Netcenter; Travelocity Featured as Exclusive Travel Partner for 
Netcenter's Marketplace"; January 26, 1998. 
Yahoo! Media Relations press release, "Yahoo! and the Sabre Group Team Up to 
Bring Users Travel Booking Services"; November 10, 1997. 
Yahoo! Media Relations press release, "The Sabre Group Renews Contract 
Between Travelocity.com and Yahoo!"; January 24, 1999. 
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MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER on Defendants' Renewed Motions for 
Judgment as a Matter of Law, and Digital River, Inc.'s Motion for New Trial; Civil 

474 Action No. 2:06-CV-00042 (DF); June 20, 2013. 
MEMORANDUM OPINION AND ORDER on DDR Holdings, LLC's Motion for 

475 Entry of Judgment; Civil Action No. 2:06-CV-00042 (DF); June 20, 2013. 
JUDGMENT in favor of DDR Holdings, LLC; Civil Action No. 2:06-CV-00042 

476 (DF); June 20, 2013. 
Keech, EllenS.; "Infonautics provides the Atlanta Journal and Constitution with 
full service archives"; PR Newswire, New York; February 25, 1997; hereinafter 

477 Infonautics was extracted from Proquest database on June 25, 2012. 
Joint Claim Construction and Prehearing Statement; Civil Action No. 2:06-

478 CV-00042 (DF); filed September 9, 2011. 
Definitions of "hyperlink" and "link" from: Barron's Dictionary of Computer and 

479 Internet Terms; 7th Ed.; 2000; pp. 227, 273. 

480 Definition of "look and feel" from: PCMag.com encyclopedia; 2010. 
Definition of "third party" from: The Compact Oxford English Dictionary, 

481 2nd Ed.; pg. 956; 1989. 
KELLER, ARTHUR M.; "Smart Catalogs and Virtual Catalogs"; Proceedings of 

482 the First Conference on Usenix Workshop on Electronic Commerce; 1995. 
LAUFMANN, STEVE; "The Information Marketplace: Achieving Success in 
Commercial Applications"; Lecture Notes in Computer Science 1028; pp. 115-147; 

483 1996. 

484 

485 

486 

487 

488 

489 

JACOBS, MARCIA A.; "Microsoft Details Merchant Plans"; 
Communications Week; February 26, 1996. 
"Now Software redefines calendar and address book publishing on the World 
Wide Web; New products enable Atlantic Records, Wall Street Journal, Sports 
Illustrated, and other top Web sites to publish 'State-of the-Art' calendars and 
address books"; Business Wire; AprilS, 1996. 
"Microsoft Makes It Simple to Sell on the Web; Release of Merchant Server 
Expected to Ignite Internet Commerce"; Microsoft Corporation; October 30, 1996. 
ARDEN, RONALD K.; "Safe Internet Shopping with Microsoft Merchant 
System"; WindowsiTPro.com; October 31, 1996. 
ASFAR, ROY; "Supersite makes browsing easier"; Computer Reseller News; pg. 
359; November 11, 1996. 
SPRING, GREG; "Warner CityWeb seeks online affiliates"; Electronic Media; 
January 6, 1997. 
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"About Vicinity Corporation/Infinet and Vicinity Announce Partnership to 
Provide Vicinity's Premier Local Content and Services to Infinet's Newspaper 
Customers Nationwide"; archived webpages at www.vicinity.com; February 4, 

490 1997. 

491 

492 

493 

494 

495 

496 

497 

498 

499 

500 

501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

"Customer Management on the Internet- Building a Community of Customers"; 
The Ragens; April1997. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventors Ross, D. Delano Jr. et al. Art Unit 3625 * 

Examiner Garg, Y ogesh C. * 

05/21/2015 *In parent application S.N. 13/970,515 

Serial No. 

Filing Date 

Title Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet 
websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Filed via EFS-Web- May 21, 2015 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant requests entry of the following amendments as part of this 

continuation application. 

• Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2. 

• Amendments to the Claims begin on page 3. 

• Remarks begin on page 4. 
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Amendments 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the first paragraph on page 1 as follows: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of application Serial No. 13/970,515, filed 

August 19, 2013, which is a continuation of application Serial No. 12/906,979, filed 

October 18, 2010, now U.S. Patent 8,515,825, which is a continuation of application 

Serial No. 11/343,464, filed January 30, 2006, now U.S. Patent 7,818,399, which is a 

continuation of application Serial No. 10/461,997, filed June 11, 2003, now U.S. Patent 

6,993,572, which is a continuation of application Serial No. 09/398,268, filed September 

17, 1999, now U.S. Patent 6,629)35, which claims the benefit of application Serial No. 

60/100,697, filed September 17, 1998, which applications are hereby incorporated by 

reference. 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Original) A process of creating and displaying Internet web pages 

comprising: 

(a) computer storing indicia describing the appearance of a set of one 

or more visually perceptible elements, which elements are displayed, along with 

primary content on web browsers accessing a first web page, and which set of 

elements suggest a source of the first web page; and 

(b) using the computer-stored indicia to cause the display of a second 

web page on web browsers of computer users who indicate interest in a buying 

opportunity by following a selectable navigation link from the first web page 

leading to the second web page; 

(c) wherein said second web page contains the set of visually 

perceptible elements along with content describing at least one commerce object; 

(d) wherein the second web page apart from the commerce objects has 

a distinctive overall appearance corresponding to a distinctive overall 

appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content; 

(e) wherein a first owner controls the primary content of the first web 

page and a second owner controls the content of the second web page and the 

information displayed on the second web page about the commerce object; 

(f) wherein said at least one commerce object pertains to an 

opportunity to purchase an offering of a merchant which is neither the first nor 

the second owner; and 

(g) wherein the first and second owners have contracted with each 

other to share revenue generated as a result of computer users purchasing from 

the merchant as a result of visiting the second web page. 

2. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein computer storing indicia 

comprises computer storing indicia describing the appearance of a set of elements that 
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suggests a source of the first web page by being consistent across a set of web pages, 

including the first web page, which set constitutes some or all of a website of the first 

owner. 

3. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein computer-storing indicia 

comprises storing HTML code and images. 

4. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible 

elements derived from the indicia comprises the appearance of the top and left side of 

the first web page. 

5. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible 

elements derived from the indicia comprises the appearance of the header and footer of 

the first web page. 

6. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible 

elements includes a set of navigational links, used on the first web page, each of which 

links, when activated, causes a browser to display a select page of a website of the first 

owner. 

7. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible 

elements includes a logo identifying the first owner. 

8. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the set of visually perceptible 

elements includes all of the following: 

(a) a logo identifying the first owner; 

(b) a color scheme used on the first web page; 

a page layout used on the first web page; and (c) 

(d) a set of navigational links, used on the first web page, each of 

which links, when activated causes a browser to display a select page of a 

website of the first owner. 
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9. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein causing the display of the 

second web page comprises causing the display of the second web page on browsers of 

computer users who click the link. 

10. (Original) The process of claim 9 wherein causing the display of the 

second web page comprises causing said display without any action by the computer 

user other than clicking the link. 

11. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the commerce object is a 

catalog having a multitude of merchant offerings and wherein the second web page 

contains one or more selectable navigation links connecting a hierarchical set of 

additional second web pages, each pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog. 

12. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the commerce object is a set 

of product categories and wherein the second web page further comprises a display 

accepting input of search parameters that can be used to search for products within the 

product categories. 

13. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the second web page apart 

from the commerce objects has a distinctive overall appearance essentially matching the 

distinctive overall appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content. 

14. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein the merchant offerings is a 

type of goods. 

15. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein having a contract providing 

for sharing of revenue comprises having a contract that provides for the second owner 

to pay a commission to the first owner on account of purchases of merchant offerings on 

the second web page by computer users who followed the link from the first web page 

to the second web page. 
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16. (Original) The process of claim 1 further comprising directing 

computer users' web browsers to one or more third web pages providing a checkout 

procedure that includes collection of payment information, in response to the computer 

users' selection of the commerce object, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's 

offering to which the commerce object on the second web page pertains. 

17. (Original) The process of claim 16 wherein the one or more third web 

pages, apart from information displayed about the checkout procedure, have an overall 

appearance corresponding to an overall appearance of the first web page apart from its 

primary content. 

18. (Original) The process of claim 1 further comprising forwarding to the 

merchant order information relating to computer users who select the commerce object 

on the second web page, indicating a desire to purchase the merchant's offering to 

which the commerce object pertains. 

19. (Original) The process of claim 1 wherein: 

(a) computer storing indicia comprises computer storing HTML code 

and images describing the appearance of a set of elements that suggests a source 

of the first web page by being consistent across a set of web pages, including the 

first web page, which set constitutes some or all of a website of the first owner; 

(b) causing the display of the second web page comprises causing the 

display of the second web page on browsers of computer users who click the 

link; 

(c) the second web page apart from the commerce objects has a 

distinctive overall appearance essentially matching the distinctive overall 

appearance of the first web page apart from its primary content; 

(d) the commerce object is a catalog having a multitude of merchant 

offerings; 
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(e) the second web page contains one or more selectable navigation 

links connecting a hierarchical set of additional second web pages, each 

pertaining to a subset of the offerings in the catalog; and 

(f) having a contract providing for sharing of revenue comprises 

having a contract that provides for the second owner to pay the first owner on 

account of purchases of merchant offerings on the second web page by computer 

users who followed the link from the first web page to the second web page. 

20. (Original) The process of claim 19 wherein the commerce object is a set 

of product categories and wherein the second web page further comprises a display 

accepting input of search parameters that can be used to search for products within the 

product categories. 

Claims 21-70 (Cancelled). 
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Remarks 

The amendments to the specification are being made to update only the related 

applications section and hence do not contain any "new matter." 

Applicant cancels all but twenty claims filed in the parent application to avoid 

excess claims fees and plans to file a supplemental Preliminary Amendment as soon as 

possible to present new claims for prosecution in this application. 

Please feel free to telephone the undersigned if it would in any way advance 

prosecution of this application. 

Dated: May 21, 2015 

CON of Serial No. 13/970,515 

Respectfully submitted, 

DDR HOLDINGS, LLC 

by its attorney 

/Louis I. Hoffman/ 
Louis J. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 38,918 

LOUIS J. HOFFMAN, P.C. 
14301 North 87th Street Suite 312 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 
( 480) 948-3295 
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PTO/SB/35 (07-09) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

I 
I Ross, D. Delano, Jr. First Named Inventor 

NONPUBLICATION REQUEST 
UNDER Title 

Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for 

35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2)(B)(i) 
internet websites through coordinated offsite marketing 

Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 
/ 

I hereby certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be 
the subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international 
agreement, that requires publication at eighteen months after filing. 

I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). 

/Louis J. Hoffman/ 05/21/2015 

Signature Date 

Louis J. Hoffman 38,918 

Typed or printed name Registration Number, if applicable 

(480) 948-3295 

Telephone Number 

This request must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.33(b) and submitted with the 
application upon filing. 

Applicant may rescind this nonpublication request at any time. If applicant rescinds a request 
that an application not be published under 35 U .S.C. 122(b ), the application will be scheduled 
for publication at eighteen months from the earliest claimed filing date for which a benefit is 
claimed. 

If applicant subsequently files an application directed to the invention disclosed in the attached 
application in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires 
publication of applications eighteen months after filing, the applicant must notify the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office of such filing within forty-five (45) days after the date of 
the filing of such foreign or international application. Failure to do so will result in 
abandonment of this application (35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2)(B)(iii)). 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.213(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT0-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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Document Description: Power of Attorney PTO/AIA/82A (07-13) 

Approved for use through 11/30/2014. OMB 0651-0051 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE 
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS 

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/828) to identify the application to which the 
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of 
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIA82B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is 
directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application. 

Application Number 14/_,_ 

Filing Date 05/21/2015 

First Named Inventor D. Delano Ross, Jr. 

Title Methods of expanding commercial opportunities for internet websites 
through coordinated offsite marketing 

Art Unit 3625 (in parent app.) 
Examiner Name Garg, Yogesh C. (in parent app.) 
Attorney Docket Number 23-CON5 

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner 

Signature /Louis J. Hoffman/ Date (Optional) 05/21/2015 
Name Louis J. Hoffman Registration 38918 

Number 

Title (if Applicant is a 
juristic entity) 

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity) DDR Holdings, LLC 
NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications. If 
more than one applicant, use multiple forms. 

IV' I *Total of 1 forms are submitted. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by 
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S. C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require 
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, ca/11-800-PT0-9199 and select option 2. 
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Doc Code: PA .. 
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Approved for use through 11/30/2014. OMB 0651-Q051 

U.S. Patent and Trademark OffiCe; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT 

1 hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in either the attached transmittal letter or 
the boxes below. 

Application Number Filing Date 

13/970,515 08/19/2013 
(Note: The boxes above may be left blank if information is provided on form PTO/A!AI82A.) 

[Z) 1 hereby appoint the Patent Practitioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attomey(s) or agent(s), and 
to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the application referenced in 
the attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIAI82A) or identified above: I 
OR 26362 I 

D I hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named in the attached list (form PTO/AIA/82C) as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and to transact 
all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the 
attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTO/AIA/82C.) 

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached transmittal 
letter to: 

lll The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number 

OR 

D The address associated with Customer Number: I I 
OR 
Firm or 
Individual Name 

Address 

City I State I f Zip I 
Country 

Telephone I Email I 
I am the Applicant (if the Applicant is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name in the box): 

l DDR Holdings, LLC 

D Inventor or Joint Inventor (title not required below) 

D Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (title not required below) 

lZ1 Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity) 

D Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a petition under 37 CFR 1.46(b)(2) was granted in the 
application or is concurrently being filed with this document) (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity) 

SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the applicant (e.g., where the applicant is a juristic entity). 

Signature /'..~~( I Date (Optional) I August e:f!.. 2013 

Name Daniel D. Ross 

Title Managing Director- DDR Holdings, LLC 

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed by the applicant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements 
and certifications. If more than one applicant, use multiple forms. 

0Totalof 1 forms are submitted. 
This collection ofrnformat1on IS reqwred by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The tnfOrmation IS reqUired to oblatn or retatn a benefit by the publiC wt11ch IS to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, 
including gathering. preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount 
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officsr, U.S. Patent and Trademark OffiCe. U.S. 
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner 
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