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[57] ABSTRACT

A tape cartridge and reel lock that allows the reel lock to be
released away from the center of rotation of the tape reel
while keeping the frictional interface between the moving
and fixed parts at the center of rotation of the reel. The tape
cartridge includes a housing, a tape reel rotatably disposed
in the housing, a tape drive interface on the reel, a rotatably
fixed locking member operatively coupled to the reel and a
release mechanism engagable by the tape drive at the tape
drive interface on the reel. The release mechanism is mov-
able between a first position in which the release mechanism
is not engaged by the tape drive and the locking member is
locked and a second position in which the tape drive engages
the release mechanism and the locking member is unlocked.

17 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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