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[57] ABSTRACT

A take-up reel assembly for use with a single-reel tape
cartridge in a cartridge-based tape transport includes a
take-up reel and a leader block. The take-up reel in-
cludes an annular hub having an axis of rotation and a
radial surface adapted to have the tape wound thereon.
A radial slot in the hub extends from the radial surface
towards the axis of rotation. The leader block is config-
ured for attachment to a free end of a length of tape in
the tape cartridge. The leader block has a shape substan-
tially the same as the shape of the radial slot in the hub
of the take-up reel. The leader block has a first end
adapted for coupling with a threading post and a second
end having an end surface with a radius of curvature
substantially the same as the radius of curvature of the"
radial surface of the hub so that when the leader block
is pulled into the slot by a loading post, first and second
leader block edges of the end surface substantially mate
with first and second hub edges of the radial surface to
cover the slot. The first and second leader block edges
and the first and second hub edges are radiused to sub-
stantially eliminate tape damage caused by impression-
ing.

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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