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Status of this Meno

Thi s docunment specifies an Internet Best Current Practices for the
Internet Community, and requests discussion and suggestions for
i mprovenents. Distribution of this neno is unlimted.

Abst ract

This meno docunents the process used by the Internet community for
the standardi zati on of protocols and procedures. It defines the
stages in the standardi zation process, the requirenents for noving a
docunent between stages and the types of docunents used during this
process. It also addresses the intellectual property rights and
copyright issues associated with the standards process.
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1. | NTRODUCTI ON

This meno docunents the process currently used by the Internet
community for the standardization of protocols and procedures. The
Internet Standards process is an activity of the Internet Society
that is organi zed and managed on behal f of the Internet community by
the Internet Architecture Board (1 AB) and the |Internet Engineering
Steering Goup (IESG.

1.1 Internet Standards

The Internet, a | oosely-organized international collaboration of
aut ononous, interconnected networks, supports host-to-host
communi cati on through vol untary adherence to open protocols and
procedures defined by Internet Standards. There are also many

i sol ated interconnected networks, which are not connected to the
gl obal Internet but use the Internet Standards.

The Internet Standards Process described in this docunent is
concerned with all protocols, procedures, and conventions that are
used in or by the Internet, whether or not they are part of the

TCP/ 1P protocol suite. In the case of protocols devel oped and/ or
standardi zed by non-Internet organizations, however, the Internet

St andards Process normally applies to the application of the protoco
or procedure in the Internet context, not to the specification of the
protocol itself.

In general, an Internet Standard is a specification that is stable
and wel | -understood, is technically conpetent, has nultiple,

i ndependent, and interoperable inplenentations with substanti al
operational experience, enjoys significant public support, and is
recogni zably useful in sone or all parts of the Internet.

1.2 The Internet Standards Process

In outline, the process of creating an Internet Standard is
straightforward: a specification undergoes a period of devel opnent
and several iterations of review by the Internet conmunity and
revi si on based upon experience, is adopted as a Standard by the
appropriate body (see below), and is published. |In practice, the
process is nore conplicated, due to (1) the difficulty of creating
specifications of high technical quality; (2) the need to consider
the interests of all of the affected parties; (3) the inportance of
establ i shing wi despread comunity consensus; and (4) the difficulty
of evaluating the utility of a particular specification for the
Internet comunity.

Br adner Best Current Practice [ Page 3]

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

RFC 2026 I nternet Standards Process Oct ober 1996

The goals of the Internet Standards Process are:

o technical excellence;

prior inplenmentation and testing;

cl ear, concise, and easily understood docunentation
openness and fairness; and

timeliness.

O O0OO0Oo

The procedures described in this docunent are designed to be fair,
open, and objective; to reflect existing (proven) practice; and to
be fl exible.

0 These procedures are intended to provide a fair, open, and
obj ective basis for devel opi ng, evaluating, and adopting Internet
St andards. They provide anpl e opportunity for participation and
comrent by all interested parties. At each stage of the
standardi zati on process, a specification is repeatedly discussed
and its nmerits debated in open neetings and/or public electronic
mailing lists, and it is nade avail able for review via world-w de
on-line directories.

0 These procedures are explicitly ained at recognizing and adopting
general | y-accepted practices. Thus, a candi date specification
must be inplemented and tested for correct operation and
interoperability by nultiple independent parties and utilized in
i ncreasingly denandi ng environnents, before it can be adopted as
an I nternet Standard.

0 These procedures provide a great deal of flexibility to adapt to
the wide variety of circunstances that occur in the
standardi zati on process. Experience has shown this flexibility to
be vital in achieving the goals |isted above.

The goal of technical conpetence, the requirenent for prior

i mpl erentation and testing, and the need to allow all interested
parties to comrent all require significant time and effort. On the
ot her hand, today’s rapid devel opnment of networking technol ogy
demands tinely devel opnent of standards. The Internet Standards
Process is intended to bal ance these conflicting goals. The process
is believed to be as short and sinple as possible w thout sacrificing
techni cal excellence, thorough testing before adoption of a standard,
or openness and fairness.

Fromits inception, the Internet has been, and is expected to renmin,
an evol ving system whose participants regularly factor new
requirenents and technology into its design and inplenentation. Users
of the Internet and providers of the equipnment, software, and
services that support it should anticipate and enbrace this evol ution
as a major tenet of Internet phil osophy.
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The procedures described in this docunent are the result of a nunber
of years of evolution, driven both by the needs of the grow ng and
i ncreasingly diverse Internet community, and by experience.
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