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(57) ABSTRACT 

Atechnique for inputting data, such as selecting a particular 
function of electronic device, using a touch screen of the 
electronic device, includes detecting When an object, such as 
a ?nger or a stylus or a pointed object, is touching the touch 
screen and detecting When the object is no longer touching 
the touch screen. The location of the object touching the 
touch screen is also detected. The time duration from the 
time of detection of the object ?rst touching the touch screen 
until the time of detection of the object no longer touching 
the touch screen is detected. A determination of the data 
being inputted, such as the particular function of the elec 
tronic device being selected, is made based on the detected 
location of the object on the touch screen and the measured 
time duration. The detecting that the object is touching the 
touch screen may include detecting that a pressure of the 
object on the touch screen is greater than a predetermined 
value and the detecting that the object is no longer touching 
the catch screen may include detecting that the pressure of 
the object on the touch screen is less than a predetermined 
value. The measuring of the time duration may include 
determining Which of a predetermined group of time dura 
tion ranges the measured time duration is Within. 

86 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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