
12/05/00 TUE 18:04 FAX 303 , 3450 DORSEY & WHITNEY Zoos 

Serial No.: 09/054,740 
Page 4 

REMARKS 

Claims 18-29 arc rejected by the Examiner. In particular, claims 18-29 are rejected under 

35 USC §103 as obvious over Throckmorton et al (5,818,441) (hereinafter. "Throckmorton"). In 

the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 18-29 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Throckmorton et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,818,441). 

With respect to such rejection, the Examiner stated that Throckmorton discloses a system 

which inserts data associated with a broadcast television program into the vertical blanking 

interval of a television signal. When the associated data contains pointers (he, URLs) to 

locations across a two-way channel, as set forth by the Examiner, the user can access information 

of particular relevance to the television program. The Examiner also stated that while the 

reference differs'from the claimed invention in that it is silent with respect to whether or not the 

tier irtilovided with an explicit indication of the presence of an address, such distinction is not a 

"psitnntabIc distinotion". 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the rejection and Applicant appreciates that the 

Examiner agreed to an interview legaiding the case. The Applicant met with the Examiner on 27 

October 2000 to discuss the rejection and the 'Iltrockmorton reference and agreement was 

reached that the §103 rejection was overcome by proposed amended claims. The Applicant was 

represented by Scott Doyle and the inventor, Thomas Wolzein. Applicants representatives 

explained that Throckmorton does not describe or teach a system and method which allows 

"direct communication link" which is "automatically" established by a user command "so that 

the user has direct access to online information" from an online provider, as set forth in amended 
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claims 18-29. As explained to the Examiner, it is important that the user not have to access links 

which are stored in a directory or access one of a series of links in a menu. In Applicant's 

amended claims, the choice for the user is from the video or audio program directly to the 

additional content, without the need of intermediate steps. In Applicant's invention, the user 

need not have to select amongst several different links. Therefore, in Applicant's invention, the 

user never has to leave the screen to access additional content because access is "direct* from the 

user to the content. Based on the above, the difference is substantial because Throckmorton does 

not teach "direct" and "automatic° access to the online information from the primary video or 

audio program and thus, the differences between Wolzien's claims and the Throckmorton 

reference arc such that the subject matter as a whole would not have been obvious to one of 

ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 18-22 and 24-29, these claims are additionally patentable because the 

"indicating means" or "indicating" step provides a subtle function of alerting the user that more 

content is directly and automatically available to the user through a simple user command. Thus, 

a user dots not have to access storage or a menu to determine whetherany addresses were 

delivered to the client device and if delivered, which of the addresses to select for establishing a 

communications link with an online site. 

As agreed to by the Examiner, Applicant has added the terms of a "direct" 

communication link which is "automatically" established by a user command "so that the user 

has direct access to online information" from an online provider to all Independent claims, and 

thus all dependent claims, pending in the case: Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that 
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the rejection be withdrawn. In view of the above amendments, Applicant now believes that the 

claims to be in condition for allowance, and a Notice of Allowance is requested. 

Additionally, the Applicant has provided herewith a check in the amount of $ 890.00 to 

pay for the three month extension fee for filing this Response. Applicant requests the United 

States Patent Office to charge any overpayments or additional filing fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 

and 1.17 to the Applicants deposit account number 04-1415. 

If the Examiner beliayes that any issues remain unresolved, he is invited to telephone 

Scott Doyle at (303) 628-1504 or the undersigned to expedite allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date:  5 December 2000 /11/  ohn T. Kennedy, sq. 
Attorney for Applicant 
USPTO Reg. No. 42,717 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Customer No. 20686 
Republic Plata Buildirig, Suite 4700 
370 Seventeenth Street 
Denver, CO 80202-5644 
(303) 260-6362 
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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

This is a request under the 
of June 7.2000 

provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a response to the Office.  Action 
n the above-identified application. . . 

Dale 

The requested extension 
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time Is ' $890 and Is to be paid as follows: DEC 1 8 2000 
unt of the fee Is enclosed. • Technology Center 2600 

hereby authoiized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any 
Account No. 04-1415 
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of time Is required, please consider this a petition therefor and charge 
may be required to Deposit Account No. 04-1415 
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. CLAIMS AS AMNDED 
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