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(57] ABSTRACT 

A method is provided to prevent continued unautho­
rized use of protected software and to maintain control 
of sites where software is installed. The method allows 
unauthorized copies of the protected software to be 
installed and to operate for a limited time. However, if 
the user does not register the software within a pre­
scribed period of time, the protected software will be 
disabled. Prior to disabling, the software will operate 
for a period of time during which messages are pro­
vided to the user, warning that the software should be 
registered. Both a counter for counting the number of 
tiip.es that the protected software is used, and a timer for 
measuring the elapsed time since installation of the soft­
ware, are used in determining how long the protected 
software will be permitted to operate before either re­
gistration or disabling. 
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