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amoeba = an

watery fluid in which the embryo or fetus
is immersed
amoe-ba alse ame-ba \o-'mé&ba\ n, pl
-bas or -bae \-(,)b&\ ; any of various tiny
one-celled protozoans that lack perma-
nent cell organs and occur esp. in water
and soil — amoe-bic \-bik\ adf
amoe-hoid also ame-boid \-boid\ adf
+ resembling an amoeba esp. in moving or
readily changing shape
amok \e-'mak, -‘mik\ or amuck \-‘mak\
adv * in a violent, frenzied, or uncon-
trolled manner {run ~>
among \s-'mar\ elsec amongst \-'manst\
prep 1 :in or through the midst of 2 :in
the number, class, or company of 3 :in
s];ares to each of 4 : by common zction
o
amon-ilda-do \o-ymin-te-'13-d&\ n, pl
-dos [Sp] : a medium dry sherry
amor-al \a'mor-sl\ adi 1 : neither moral
nor immeoral; esp : being outside the
sphere to which moral judgments apply
2 : lacking moral sensibility — amor-al-
ly adv
am-o-rous \a-ma-tas\ adj 1 :inclined to
love 2:beingin love 3: of or indicative
of love — ameo-rous-ly adv — am-o-
rous-ness n
amor-phous \s-'mor-fas\ adj 1 : SHAPE-
LESS, FORMLESS 2 ! not crystallized
ameordize \'a-mer-iiz, o-'mor\ vk
~tized; -tiz-ing : to extinguish (as a mort-
gage) usu, by payment on the principal at
the time of each pericdic interest pay-
ment — amof-ti-za-tion \,a2-mar-ta-'zé-
shomn, a-ndr-\ 1
Amos \'A-mos\ — see BIBLE table
iamount \a-‘maunt\ v& 1 : to be equiva-
lent 2 :to reach a total : add up
zamount n 1 : the total number or gquan-
tity 2 : a principal sum plas the interest
on it
amour \e-'mur, &-, a\ n 1t a love affair
esp. when illicit 2 : LOVER
amou; pros-pre \a-mur-'propr’, -,
~tpropr?\ 7 [F] : SELF-ESTEEM
Tamp \'amp\ 7 1 : AMPERE 2 ! AMPLIFI-
ER; also ! & unit consisting of an electron-
ic amplifier and a loudspeaker
2amp vb ! EXCITE, ENERGIZE (tried to ~
up the crowd)
am-per-age \'am-p(s-)rij\ # | the strength
of a current of clectricity expressed in
amperes
am-pere \‘am-pir\ # : a unit of electric
current equivalent to a steady current
produced by one volt appled across a re-
sistance of one chm
am-per-sand \'am-per-sand\ # [alter. of
and per se and, spoken form of the phrase
& per se and, Ht., (the character) & by it~
self (stands for the word) and] & a charac-
ter & used for the word and
am-phet-amine \am-'fe-to-,mén, -man\ r
: a compound or one of its derivatives
that stimulates the central nervous sys-
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salamanders) intermediate between fish-
es and reptiles 2 ! an airplane that can
land on and take off from either land or
water

am-phibirous \am-*fi-be-as\ adj [Gk am-
phibios, Kt., living a double life, fr, gm-

phi- + bios mode of life] 1 : able to live
both on land and in water 2 : adapted for
both land and water 3 : made by joint
action of land, sea, and air forces invad-
ing from the sea; alse ! trained for such
action

am-phi-bole \'am-fa-,bol\ » : any of a
group of rock-forming minerals of simi-
Jar crystal structure

am:-phi-the-ater \'am-fo-thé-o-tar\ n 1
: an oval or circular structure with rising
tiers of seats around an arena 2 . a Very
large anditorium .

amepho-ra \'am-fa-ra\ n, pl -rae \~1&\ or
-ras : an ancient Greek jar or vase with
two handles that rise almost to the level
of the mouth

am-ple \'am-pal\ adi amepler \-plar\; am-
plest \-plast\ 1 : LARGE, CAPACIOUS 2
: enough to satisfy : ABUNDANT — am-
pty \-pl&\ adv .
am-pli-fy \'am-pls-,fi\ vb -fied; -ty-ing 1
! to expand by extended treatment 2 to
increase in magnitude or strength; esp
: to make louder — am-pii-fi-ca-tion
\;am-plo-fe-*ka-shon\ n — am-pli-fi-er
\'am—plg—.ﬁ(-a)r\ n

am-pli-tude \~tiid, - tyid\ 7 1 : ample
extent ; FULLNESS 2 : the extent of a vi-
bratory movement (as of a pendulum) 3
: the height or depth of an osciiation (as
of an alternating current or a radio wave)
compared to its average value
amplitude modutation n : modulation of
the amplitude of a radic carrier wave in
accordance with the strength of the sig-
nal; also : a broadcasting system using
such modulation

am-poule or am-pule also am-pul \'am-
\pyill, -pit\ 7 : a2 small sealed bulbous
glass vessel used to hold a sclution for
hypodermic injection

am-pu-tate \lam-pya-,tat\ vb -tat-ed; -iat-
ing : to cut off {~ aleg) — am-pu-ta-
tion \,am-pys-"ta-shen\ »

am-pu-tee \,am-pys-'t&\ »# : one who has
had a limb amputated :

AMSLAN abbr American Sign Language
amt abbr amount

amuck var of AMOK

amewlet \lam-yo-lot\ » ! an ormament
worn as a charm against evil

amuse \=-*myiiz\ vb amused; amus-ing
: to entertain in a light or playful manner
: DIVERT — amuse-ment » -— amusing
adj — amus-ing-ly adv

amusement park n : a2 commercially op-
erated park having various devices (as 2
roller coaster) for entertainment and
booths for selling refreshments
AM-VETS \'am-,vets\ abbr American Vet-
arans (of World War II)
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before words beginning with a wvowel
-sound

.an or -ian also -ean » suffix 1 : one that
belongs to {American) {crustacean) 2
: one skilled in or specializing in {phone-
tician)

2.an or -ian also -ean adj suffix 1 :of or
belonging to {(American) 2 :characteris-
tic of : resembling (Mozartean) :
AN abbr airman (Navy)

anva-bokic steroid \a-na-'bi-Hks\ n
: any of a group of synthetic steroid hor-
mones sometimes abused by athletes in
training to increase the size and strength
of their muscles

anach-ro-nism \o-‘na-kro-ni-zom\ n 1
: the error of placing a person or thing in
thelwrong period 2 : one that is chrono-
fogically out of place — anach-ro-nis-
tic \o-na-kro-'nis-tik\ adf — anach-ro-
nous \-'na-kra-nas\ adf

an-acon-da \,a-ng-'kin-de\ » : a large
So. American snake that suffocates and
kills its prey by constricticn
anad-ro-mous \s-'na-dre-mas\ adj ! as-
cending rivers from the sea for breeding
{shad are ~)

anae-mia, anae-mic chigfly Brit var of
ANEMIA, ANEMIC

an-aer-obe \'a-na2-,rdb\ » : an anaerobic
organism

an-ger-o-bic ‘,a-na-'ro-bik\ adi : living,
active, occurring, or existing in the ab-
sence of free oxygen

an-aes-the-sia, an-aestthet-ic chiefly
Brit var of ANESTHESIA, ANESTHETIC
aha-gram \'a-pa-,gram\ n ! a word or
phrase made by transposing the letters of

' another word or phrase

anal \'a-n°l\ adi 1 : of, relating to, situ-
ated near, or involving the apus 2 ! of,
relating to, or characterized by the stage
of psyghosexual development in psycho-
analytic theory during which one is con-
cerned esp. with feces 3 : of, relating to,
or chalracterized by personality traits {as
frugahty and neatness) considered typi-
cal of fixation at the anal stage of devel-

, Opment — anal-ly ady

anal gbbr 1 analogy 2 analysis; analytic
an-al-ge-sia \,a-n°l-'j&-zho\ n : insensibil-
:gito pain — an-al-ge-sic \-j&-zik, -sik\

an-abge.sic \Yja-zik, -sik\ n ¢
for producing analgesia
analog computer n : a computer that
operates with numbers represented by
directly measurable quantities (as volt-
ages) .

anal-o.gous \a-'na-ls-gos\ adf ! similar in
gg;: or more respects — anal-o-gous-ly
an-a-logue or an-a-log \'a-na-log, -lag\
7 1 ! something that is analogous to
Something else 2 : an organ similar in
function to one of another animal or
plant but different in structurs or origin
anal-o-gy \a-'na-la-j&\ », pl/ -gies 1 : in-
ference that if two or more things agree

an agent
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