
Page 1 of 179 Samsung Exhibit 1004 

Case 2:17-cv-00214-JRG Document5 Filed 03/21/17 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 136
AG 126 (Rov. 08/10}

0: Mail Stop 8 REPORTON THE
‘ Bireetor of the US. Patent and Trademark Office | FILING OR DETERMINATIGN OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENTOR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1456 TRADEMARK 
in Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1146 vouare hereby advised that a court action has been

fled in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas on the following oo

T] Trademarks or ivf Patents. ¢ {7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED hos. DISTRICT COURT
el fev021 eG Se0/2017 L Eastern District of Texas

PLAINTIFF [DEFENDANT

Uniloc USA, Inc. and Uniloc Luxembourg S.A. Google, inc.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT SIT TER CW DATEN RADEMARKTRADEMARK NO, OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEM:

SO
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s¥ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

 
i Amendment [Answer C1 Cress Bal [] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT E ER OF PATEN' RADE! <
-MARK NO. HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 

in the above---entitied case, the following decisionhas been rendered or judgement issued:

DECTSIONSUDGEMENT

(BY) DEPUTYCLERK 
Copy i-—Upon initiation af action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Opon termination of action, mat this copy te Director
Copy 2—-Upon filing document adding patent(s}, suail this copy te Director Copy 4—Case file copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00640-JRG Document 20 Filed 03/17/17 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 320
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-640 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and KAKAO CORPORATION
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

Kakao Corp. (“Kakao”) should be DISMISSED WITH
PREJUDICE CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00643-JRG Document 20 Filed 01/19/17 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 325
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-643 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and VIBER MEDIA S.A.R.L.,
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

Having considered the Stipulation, the Court finds that the case should be DISMISSED under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 41. 

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00733-JRG Document 26 Filed 01/11/17 Page 1 of 1 PagelD#: 211
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

TO:

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-733 7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and TANGOME, INC. d/b/a TANGO
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

re

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

ORDEROF DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE OF
ALL CLAIMS BY UNILOC AGAINST TANGOME,INC.d/b/a TANGO CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

“OaA. Ofek Nakisha Love 1/11/17
Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00994 Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 134
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE. Directorof the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following
LJ Trademarks or (4 Patents. ( 1 thepatent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-994 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and HUAWEI DEVICE USA,INC. and
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A. HUAWEI! TECHNOLOGIESUSA,INC.,

Ep
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
see

CJ Amendment (0 Answer C CrossBill LO OtherPleading

TE
rTOSSS—C“Csi—si‘iSC“‘(
>|Od
ETdC—“—‘iYSC(
PO

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 

  
 

 

 
 DATE FILED

9/6/2016 
 

  

 
 

  
   

      
  
    

 

 (BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upontermination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentadding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00994 Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 134
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE. Directorof the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following
LJ Trademarks or (4 Patents. ( 1 thepatent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-994 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and HUAWEI DEVICE USA,INC. and
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A. HUAWEI! TECHNOLOGIESUSA,INC.,

Ep
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:
see

CJ Amendment (0 Answer C CrossBill LO OtherPleading

TE
rTOSSS—C“Csi—si‘iSC“‘(
>|Od
ETdC—“—‘iYSC(
PO

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 

  
 

 

 
 DATE FILED

9/6/2016 
 

  

 
 

  
   

      
  
    

 

 (BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upontermination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentadding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00993-JRG Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 184

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

LJ Trademarks or [A Patents. ( (1 the patentaction involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATEFILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-993 9/6/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and ZTE (USA), INC. and ZTE (TX), INC.,

 

  

 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

Ro
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

 
 

dment OU Answer 0 Cross Bill (1 Other Pleading

HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upontermination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00992-JRG Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 145
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
TO: Directorofthe U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice FILING OR DETERMINATIONOF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

CJ Trademarks or Patents. ( 0 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-992 9/6/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.
UNILOC USA,INC., and MOTOROLA MOBILITY LLC

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK

 

      
  

 
 

  
 

 ep
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

0 Amendment OO Answer CO Cross Bill C1 Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

  

 
 

  
 

 

 
pe
a
po
Ee
po

 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3——Upontermination ofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentadding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy
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Unrrep Siares Parent’ AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United Statcs Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FCR PATENTSPQ. Box 14 

cxandria, Virginia 22313-1450WWW.Us2t0.g0V

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE

12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas UN-NP-IT-193
CONFIRMATION NO. 9373

96051 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER
Uniloc USAInc.

vagacy Town Genter 0.0000404400
7160 Dallas Parkway
Suite 380

Plano, TX 75024
Date Mailed: 09/23/2016

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Powerof Attorneyfiled 09/15/2016.

The Powerof Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondencein this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the

requirementsit sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(371) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/mnguyen/
 

page 1 of 1
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Unrrep Siares Parent’ AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United Statcs Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FCR PATENTSPQ. Box 14 

cxandria, Virginia 22313-1450WWW.Us2t0.g0V

12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas EMP0022-US
CONFIRMATION NO.9373

67050 POWEROF ATTORNEYNOTICE
KASHA LAW LLG

14532 Dufief Mill Road MON000000085985085
North Potomac, MD 20878

Date Mailed: 09/23/2016

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Powerof Attorneyfiled 09/15/2016.

¢ The Powerof Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who hasintervened as
provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondencewill be mailed to the new addressof record(37 CFR 1.33).

Questions about the contents of this notice and the

requirementsit sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/mnguyen/

 

page 1 of 1

Page 10 of 179



Page 11 of 179

Case 2:16-cv-00989-JRG Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 133
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-989 9/6/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and HTC AMERICA, INC.
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

 

 
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00990-JRG Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 138
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-990 9/6/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and KYOCERA AMERICA,INC. and §
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A. KYOCERA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.,

 

 
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy

Page 12 of 179



Page 13 of 179

Case 2:16-cv-00991-JRG Document 2 Filed 09/06/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 146
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-991 9/6/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and LG ELECTRONICS U.S.A., INC.,
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

 

 
In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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PIO/AIA/B14 (02-15)
Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMA 0651-0035

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 no gersons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number

PATENT - POWER OF ATTORNEY 8,199,747
Issue Date June 12, 2012OR 7June12,2012Fist a ‘

REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY oenenir {Michael J. ROJAS
WITH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR

AND INSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS—_jantomeybockettno TUNNPdT190
| hereby revokeall previous powers of attorney given in the above-identified patent.

Cl A Powerof Attorney is submitted herewith.

OR | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) associated with the Customer Numberidentified in the box at right as my/our
attorney(s} ar agent{s} with respect to the patent identified above, and to transactall business in the United 96051States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith:

 
  

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  

   
 

OR

7 | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named below as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) with respect to the patent identified above, and to transactall business in the United States Patent and Trademark Cffice connected therewith:

Practitioner(s) Name Registration Number 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Please recognize or change the correspondence addressfor the above identified patent to:

  The address associated with the above-identified Customer Number.
OR

Tq The address associated with the Customer Number identified in the box at right:|OR

TI Firm orIndividual Name
Address

 
  
   

 
 
 
 

City
Country
Telephone

  
 

 
lam the:

[_]Arplicant.
OR

PX] Patent owner.Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(c) (Fog?   C/AIA/96] submitted herewith orfiled on
oo SIGNATUREof Applicant or Patent Qwner

Ee
Craig S.Etchegoyen Telephone
CES of Uniloe Luxambourg S.A.

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Signature
  
 Title and Company

NOTE: Signaturesofall the applicants or patent ownersof the entire interest or their representative|s} are required. If more than one signature
is required, submit multiple forms, check the box below, and identify the total numberof forms submitted in the blank below.

A total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.31, 1.32, and 1.33. The informationis required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public, which is to update
(and by the USPTO to process) the file of a patent or reexamiration proceeding, Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 ard 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application farm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending
upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require ta complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to
the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22213-1450. CG NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADORESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450,

if you need assistance in compieting the form, cait 1-800-PTO-9199 and select aption 2.
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PTO/SB/47 (03-09)
Approvedfor use through 05/31/2015. OMB 0651-0016

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

“FEE ADDRESS”INDICATION FORM

Addressto: Fax to:

Mail Stop M Correspondence 571-273-6500
Commissionerfor Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: The issue fee must have been paid for application(s) listed on this form. In addition,
only an address represented by a Customer Number can be established as the fee address for maintenance
fee purposes (hereafter, fee address). A fee address should be established when correspondencerelated to
maintenance fees should be mailed to a different address than the correspondence addressforthe application.
Whento checkthe first box below: If you have a Customer Numberto represent the fee address. When
to check the second box below:If you have no Customer Numberrepresenting the desired fee address,
in which case a completed Request for Customer Number (PTO/SB/125) must be attached to this form. For
more information on Customer Numbers, see the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) § 403.

For the following listed application(s), please recognize as the “Fee Address” under the provisions of 37 CFR
1.363 the address associated with:

[Sq Customer Number: 96051

OR

[| The attached Request for Customer Number (PTO/SB/125) form.

PATENT NUMBER APPLICATION NUMBER
(if known)

8,199,747 12/398,076

Completed by (check one):

y8 eontgtvorhan.a Applicant/Inventor =
Signature~

by Attorney or Agent of record 51,513 Sean D. Burdick
(Reg. No.) Typed or printed name

 
[RyAssignee of record of the entire interest. See 37 CFR 3.71. 972-905-9580 x227

Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. Requester’s telephone number
(Form PTO/SB/96)

L| Assignee recorded at Reel Frame September 15, 2016
Date

NOTE:Signaturesof all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple forms if more that one
signature is required, see below*.
Ss " * Total of forms are submitted.

 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.363. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 5 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on
the amountof time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alex andria, VA 22313- 1450. DO NOT SEND COMPLETE D FORMS TO THIS A DDRESS.
SEND TO: Mail Stop M Correspondence, Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

ifyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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PTO/SB/96 (07-09)
Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

STATEMENT UNDER37 CER3.73(b)

Applicant/Patent Owner: Uniloc Luxembourg S.A.

Application No./Patent No.: 8,199,747 Filed/Issue Date: June 12, 2012

Titled: SYSTEM AND METHODFORINSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

  

Uniloc LuxembourgS.A. corporation 
(Nameof Assignee) (Type of Assignee,e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency,etc.

states thatit is:
s

1. Ny the assigneeof the entire right,title, and interestin;

2.[| an assigneeof less than the entire right, title, and interest in
(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interestis %); or

3. [| the assigneeof an undivided interestin the entirety of (a complete assignment from oneofthe joint inventors was made)
the patent application/patent identified above, by virtue of either:

A.[| An assignmentfrom the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recordedin
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame , or for which a
copy therefore is attached.

OR

B. A chain oftitle from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patentidentified above, to the current assignee as follows:

1.From: Michael J. ROJAS To: Ayalogic, Inc.
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 014827 , Frame 0059 , or for which a copythereofis attached.

2.From: Ayalogic,Inc. To: Empire IP LLC 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel 030922 , Frame 0335 , Or for which a copythereofis attached.

3. From: Empire IP LLC To: Uniloc LuxembourgS.A. 

The document wasrecordedin the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel _038963 , Frame 0343 , or for which a copythereofis attached.

[| Additional documentsin the chainoftitle are listed on a supplemental sheet(s).
i

Sy As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain oftitle from the original owner to the assignee was,
or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE:A separate copy(/.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment Division in
accordancewith 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignmentin the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08]

Theundersigned (whosetitle is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.
X psy 3 > 3

AN A September 15, 2016
Signature*” Date

 
ag

Sean D. Burdick IP Counsel for Uniloc LuxembourgS.A.
Printed or Typed Name Title

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichisto file (and by the USPTO to
process)an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes ta complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending uponthe individual case. Any comments on the amount oftime
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

  

 
ifyou naed assistance in complating the farm, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and selact option 2.
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

EFS ID: 26942603
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

ee

Attorney Docket Number: EMP0022-US 

Receipt Date: 15-SEP-2016

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111{a)

Paymentinformation:

Submitted with Payment

File Listing:

Document Document Description File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number P Message Digest|Part/.zip| (if appl.)

 
Powerof Attorney IT-193_Executed_POA.pdf 58601 €727094477964c900 14e53ddeechd

3999a 
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Information:

260559

IT-193_Fee_Address_Indication
Change of Address _Form.pdf bb3d37cad7f89e4a0aec40aecS3eee95 dab}

a3877

Warnings: 

Information:

1027096

Assignee showing of ownership per 37|IT-193_Statement_Under_37_|
CFR 3.73 FR.pdf 126f32ade98082e0a9578e5 | bicecd4e492d}

1429

Warnings: 

Information:

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOof the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidenceof receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

NationalStage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptance of the application as a
nationalstage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown onthis AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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Case 2:16-cv-00722 Document 2 Filed 07/05/16 Page 1of1PagelD #: 150
Rev. 08/10

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATIONOF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advisedthat a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

(J Trademarks or (Vi Patents. ( [J the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-722 7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and AOL INC.
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

 

   
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
  PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDEROF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, SA

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

O Amendment O Answer OO Cross Bill (] Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

ee
pT
Es
EQfn

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

A
    

 

  
 

 

 
 

  
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JJUDGEMENT

 
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon terminationofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentaddingpatent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00725 Document 2 Filed 07/05/16 Page 1of1PagelD #: 151
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

TO:

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

LJ Trademarks or [Vj Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. DATEFILED U.S, DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-725 7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and BEETALK PRIVATELTD.
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

1 7,535,890 5/19/2009 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A

 

   

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

OJ Amendment CJ Answer CD CrossBill () OtherPleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

4

 
 
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISIONJUDGEMENT

 
 (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation ofaction, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination ofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00892 Document 2 Filed 08/11/16 Page 1of1PagelD #: 157

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

(1 Trademarks or [7 Patents. ( (] the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. US. DISTRICT COURT2:16-cv-892 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and TELEGRAM MESSENGER,LLP
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
Ee

UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A

 
  

 

 

 
 DATE FILED

8/11/2016 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

siam014

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
OO Amendment OD Answer C1 Cross Bill () Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENTTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
TUCO

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

  

 

  

 
 

 
 

2

3

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

 
 

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upontermination ofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentadding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00645-JRG Document 2 Filed 06/14/16 Page 1 of1PagelD#: 146
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-645 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and WHATSAPP, INC.
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00641-JRG Document 2 Filed 06/14/16 Page 1 of1PagelD#: 146
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-641 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and LINE EURO-AMERICAS CORP.& LINE
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A. CORPORATION

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

re

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00639-JRG Document 2 Filed 06/14/16 Page 1 of1PagelD#: 147
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

TO:

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-639 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and BLACKBERRY CORPORATION & BLACKBERRY
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A. LIMITED

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

re

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00728 Document 2 Filed 07/05/16 Page 1of1PagelD #: 152
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
. Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

(Trademarks or§[f{Patents. ( ( the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKETNO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-728 7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and FACEBOOK,INC.
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

1 7,535,890 5/19/2009 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A

2 8,199,747 6/12/2012 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A

3 8,243,723 8/14/2012 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

 

    
 

  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

4 8, 724,622 5/13/2014 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A

5 8,995,433 3/31/2015 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

CJ Amendment (C Answer C] CrossBill (C) Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
 

  
 

 

 
a
pT
pT
Qn
EG

  
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISIONSUDGEMENT

 
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentaddingpatent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00644-JRG Document 2 Filed 06/14/16 Page 1 of 1PagelD#: 143
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-644 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and VOXERNET LLC
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00643-JRG Document 2 Filed 06/14/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 143
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-643 6/14/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and VIBER MEDIA S.A.R.L.,
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00777 Document 2 Filed 07/15/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 153

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Directorof the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

CJ Trademarks or (Mi Patents. ( (1 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
2:16-cv-777 7/15/2016 EasternDistrict of Texas, Marshall Division

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A. AVAYAINC.,

TRADEMARKNO. [IOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

3/31/2015 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

THLOG WHENBOURO. SA

UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
OO Amendment LJ Answer CO CrossBill J Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENTTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

2

4

  
 
  

  
  

   
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

 
DECISION/JUDGEMENT

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mailthis copy to Director Copy 3—Upon terminationofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00733 Document 2 Filed 07/05/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 153
AO 120 (Rev.08/10

  
 

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
. Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C.§ 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

[1 Trademarks or  [¥fPatents. ( [1] thepatentaction involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):
DOCKETNO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-733 7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA,INC., and TANGOME, INC.d/b/a TANGO
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A.

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
_TAENTOR OLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

1 7,535,890 5/19/2009 UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

 

 
 

  
  
 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

(J Amendment CU Answer O CrossBiil (C) Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARKNO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

  

 
 

 pe
a
Bo
a
po

 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination ofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00731 Document 2 Filed 07/05/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 152

AO 120 (Rev. 08/10

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and TrademarkOffice FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S.District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division on the following

CJ Trademarks or [V4 Patents. ( C] thepatentaction involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

PLAINTIFF

DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
7/5/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division

UNILOC USA,INC., and

DEFENDANT

UNILOC LUXEMBOURG,S.A.

GREEN TOMATOLIMITED

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

(J Amendment LJ Answer C1 Cross Bill (J Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT

TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

 

  
 

   

 
 
 

DOC KET NO.
2:16-cv-731

  

 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
(BY) DEPUTY CLERK

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination ofaction, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling documentadding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Case 2:16-cv-00777-JRG Document 2 Filed 07/15/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 153
AO 120 (Rev. 08/10)

Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN

P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDINGA PATENT OR

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK

TO: 
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been

filed in the U.S. District Court Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division onthe following

(] Trademarks or (MW Patents. ( [7 the patent action involves 35 U.S.C.§ 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:16-cv-777 7/15/2016 Eastern District of Texas, Marshall Division
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

UNILOC USA, INC., and
UNILOC LUXEMBOURG, S.A. AVAYAING.,

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

[] Amendment ] Answer L] Cross Bill L] Other Pleading

PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT RALTRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR T EMARK

 

 
 

In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgementissued:

DECISION/JUDGEMENT

 
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE

Copy 1—Uponinitiation of action, mail this copy to Director©Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Uponfiling document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Casefile copy
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Unrrep Siares Parent’ AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FCR PATENTSPQ. Box 1450

lcxandria, Virginia 22313-1450WWw.usrto.gov

12/398 ,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas EMP0022-US
CONFIRMATIONNO.9373

67050 POA ACCEPTANCELETTER
KASHA LAW LLG

14532 Dufief Mill Road MONAA00000006360 1849
North Potomac, MD 20878

 

Date Mailed: 09/10/2013

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Powerof Attorneyfiled 08/27/2013.

The Powerof Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondencein this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

/gbien-aime/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000,or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1

Page 32 of 179



Page 33 of 179

Unrrep Siares Parent’ AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United Statcs Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FCR PATENTSPQ. Box 14 0

cxandria, Virginia 22313-1450WWW.Us2t0.g0V

12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas 171882
CONFIRMATION NO.9373

 
23389 POWEROF ATTORNEYNOTICE

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC

400 GARDENCITY PLAZA MON
SUITE 300 000000063601 793
GARDENCITY, NY 11530

Date Mailed: 09/10/2013

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY

This is in response to the Powerof Attorneyfiled 08/27/2013.

¢ The Powerof Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who hasintervened as
provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondencewill be mailed to the new addressof record(37 CFR 1.33).

/gbien-aime/

 

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000,or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt
 

EFS ID: 16696058
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Filer Authorized By: 

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z 

Receipt Date: 27-AUG-2013

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Paymentinformation:

 
 

Submitted with Payment no

File Listing:

Document sigs File Size(Bytes)/ Multi PagesNumber DocumentDescription|Fllename|Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)
379913

Powerof Attorney EMP0022-US_poa_signed1.pdf dd0b98d3135c517b1992d585d3d559f6a0
569ae7

Information:
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Total Files Size (in bytes) 379913

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOof the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and ofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www uspto.gov

 
 APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

12/398,076 06/12/2012 8199747 171887, 9373

23389 7590 05/23/2012

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA
SUITE 300

GARDENCITY, NY 11530

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent numberand issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C, 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 646 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) wasfiled in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustmentis the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEBsite (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM)at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEBsite http://pair.uspto.govfor additional applicants):

Michael J. Rojas, North Canton, OH;

TR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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‘ J .
05-27-2012 06:45 PH FAX24 PUBLIC FAX SERVICE Fran: To: USPTO Page

05/07/2012 18:86 8473 PAGE 62iyPARTB - FEK(S) TRANSMITTAL

4 this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEECoremissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alesandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

 
 

  

  
 
 

  
es ed fo angmiting the ISSUE FRE sod PUBIT Bis Baie cormsos 8 including the Pitent,6advance orders and atification of maintenanceeetwil alle to thecurrent comcspandence adpefectcd bolow or ditccted otherwies in Blook 1, by (a) specifying « new canyespondence address; and/or (b) indicatmg a soparate " EE ADDRESSferxt ificetions,

SOREN CORRESPONDENCE ADDREES (Note: Use Block | for any change ofeddres) Noto: A certificate of mailing em only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fea(e) Transminal. Thia corti catecamiot be used for any other accompanyingional puc ment o drawi sfit ao certificate ofmailing orNasemmasan’ OTS Grmoving. Fu

  

23389 7590

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY&&PRESSER, PC sasartttecate of Malling or Tranimission
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA SitsPenalScrgewits Hilopostage frficlanmalintewclopeSUITE 300 above, or bring facsimile

address
aikimezodfoto the {eroSefer273-2885, on the date indicated below.GARDEN CITY, NY 11530

 Q

[arrecannno [Wine pare PAST NAWEDRVRETOR
12/398,076 03/04/2009 Micherl J. Rojns 17188Z 9373

TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANPVOIP MESSAGING

|APPLN.TPE|SMALL ENTITY ISSUB FBE DUB PUBLICATION FEE DUE[PREV. PAID (9$U5 PEE|TOTAL FBE(S) DUE

vouproviaional a5/ea/ea12 cNGUPENT aageagat BUR"pl?
SMITH, CREIGHTON H 370-354000 de FC3i5a4 508. a8 Op

se5"cotrespondente address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing oo the patent front prge, hist()) the names ofup to 3 registered patent attommeys bt
AddceseBorenBTRaaps(or Change ofCorrespondence alterpatively,or agents OR,

Ceres Address" indication(or"Fes Address" Indication form (2) the name ofa single firm (having asa membera2
(or Fpginieredstray OF Agent) and the namce of Dp toFTORBAY Rey 03-02 or more recnnt) attached. Use of a CustomerNumber is required. patent attorneys or ts. ifn name is‘epeeDe nine will be printed 3

 
 

 
 
  

   
 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Uoless an agi identi oo assignoc da appearonthe panmt. If an assignee is identified , the di t has becn fi)recordation 23 set forth in 37 CF NTs Coon peleaseceslanesdateSic appear fitinB ahasaiganent. " below peument has been fed fur
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNBB . (8) RESIDENCE:(CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

  
Auajoaic, Ine USA

"lease oheck the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) ;  CO) Individual Corporation or othor private eroup cntity CC) Governmens 

1 following fre(s) are submitted: '  @. Payment of Feo(s): (Please first rexpply any previously paid tasue feo shown above)
Pee CLA check irenclosed.

4 Publication Pee (No small entity disconnt permitted) o ‘syrucnt by credit card. Form PTO-2038is attached.Advi Order - # of Capi : The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required feeds’ defici oranes of Copieg overpayment, to Depesit Account Number »cuclose an enacopyoftof thiserm.
"3, Change to Entity Status (from status indicated above)

Dae. Applicant claims SMALE ENTITY stetus. Scc 37 CFR 1.27. Oe, Applicant ia no longer claiming SMALL ENTITYstatus. See 37 CFR 1.27(gx2).
4OTE: The Issue Fes and Publication Fee Gf red) wil] not be Recepted from anyonc otber than the appli 4 tegistered attomey or it; or the sssignee or other part:neFogax sation Fee,Greuired) eptid Com2 applicant,atcgi yoragen ign party inoterest a3 chown

Dato _, 5 ) 1 120ZT Jeeomen  Authorized Signature 7_ é en

Tost s revives TMiCQwae\SEQ}03—___ RegiswarionNo.
his collecte: ton 18 7. E301, The inform openOyretain8retain a benefit the le Which Js to file (and by the USPTO to process)a application, Ganadepeatisott35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR i,aTar coltscollection eis minutes to complete, inoluding gathering,propane. endaborting fo

 

the ca! i the USPTO.Ti ill vi di aon indivi. Ae comments the amount of ume 1 CE ireto ¢ |bisformsnd/or anonire Bt be ganttoteeChasttpassaPatentgod Tratdomark Office, US Delmont oFCom Refox 1450, nera "Vin ia 22313- 550BO SENDFTEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Comuniesioner for PatentsP0.BOR1450,
alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.
Jader the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons gre required to respond to & collection of information noless it displays s valid OMB control number.

“PAGE25 * RCVD AT 5712012 6:14:56 PM [Easter Daylight Time] SVRIW:-PTOFAX-104/27* DNIS:2732886* CSID:* DURATION rm-gs):0345'8™MENT OF commance
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85-82-2012 7 O6:15 PH FRX24 PUBLIC FAX SERVICE From: To: USPTO Page 1

95/87/2812 18:80 8473 PAGE 61

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Addsom: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSAlexandria, Virginian 22313-1450wwudplo.gay

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEAND FEE(S) DUE

ene

 MAYO 7 2012 ©DP,

g
 SCULLY SCOT "MURPHY & PRESSER, PC SMITH. CREIGHTON

400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA .

SUITS 300|ARTUNTT|PAPERNUMEER
GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 2614

DATE MAILED:02/16/2012

PGEATIONNG.|_ RURGDATR ATTORNEY OOGKETNO”|CONFIDMATION NO

12/998,076 03/04/2009 Micheel J. Rojas 17188z, 9373
TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

AOTe aaFED

x YES $870 $300 $0neaprovisional $ti70 05/16/2012

TRE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
» THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEIS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.

FHIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1313 AND MPEP 1368.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHINTHREEMONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED.

é RY EERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PR OUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN TRIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
PLL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW

 
  

YOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

. Review the SMALL BNTITY status.shown above.

fthe SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES,verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:iMALL ENTITY status:

\. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FBE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or
‘bove, . :

3. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
‘ee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
ind twice the amountofthe ISSUE FEE shown above,or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATIONFEE(if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

{ PART B - FRE(S) TRANSMITTAL,or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
USPTO) with your ISSUB FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required), If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
f Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitced. If an equivslent of Part B is filed. a
squest to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
ie paper ag an equivalent of Part B.

1 A}l communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
fail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

MPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications fited on or after Dee. 12, 1980 may require payment of
raintenance fees.It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

. Page 1 of3

“PAGE 115"RCVDAT 9712012 6:14:55 PM (Easter Daylight Time)* SVR:W+PTOFAX-001/7* DNIS:2732885  CSID:* DURATION (mm-ss)-03545
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, ,85-97-2012 06:15 PH FAX24 PUBLIC FAX SERVICE From: Ta: USPTO Page 3

65/67/2012 18:00 6473 , PAGE @3

Untrep STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNTITRD STATES DEPAQTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark QitieceAddrege: COMMISSIONER FOR PA, 450

Alesendzin, Virginia 22313-1450wworwurpin.pow

PURO DAT | _____PRRTROWEDDETON_____[ATTORNEYDOCKET|GonFTmATONTO
12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michar! J. Rojaa 171882 9373

 
29 880 enero

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC SMITH, CREIGHTON 1
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA : :

ae [arent
GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 7604

DATE MAILED: 02/16/20)2

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

 
The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 546 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks {six and a haif
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustmentwill be 546 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustmentis the filing date of the most recent CPA...

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). .

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustmentdetermination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571}-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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a5-a2-201'2 06:15 PH FAX24 PUBLIC FAX SERVICE From: To: USPTO Page 4

 
 

0473 PAGE 64

Application No. Applicant{s)

12/398,078 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.
Examiner: Art Unit

CREIGHTON SMITH —-_——séi| 2614

— The MAILING DATE ofthis communication appears on the coversheet with the correspondence atidress~
All clasns being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDinthis application. If not included
herewith (or previousty malied), a Notice of Ailowance (PTOL-85) or othar appropriate communieation will be mailed in due course. THIS:
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application Is subject to withdrawalfrom issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.&This communication is rasponsive toAmendmentfiedan.01FEB‘42.

2. [1] An election was made by the applicant In response to a restriction requirement set forth during the Interview on ; the restriction
fequirement and election have been incorporated into this action. —-

3. & The allowed claim(s) is/are 2-76.

4. 0 Acknowledgment Is made ofa claim for foreign priority under 36 U.S.C. § 149{a){d)or (f).
a)[ Av sb) LJ Some* cc) None of the: .

1. D1 Certified copies of the priority documenta have been received.
2. CL) Certified copies of the priority documentshave beenreceived in Application No. _ :
3. C] Copies of the certified copies of tha priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Cartified coplea notiecsived:

Apniicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE’ ofthis communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Faiture to timaty comply will result im ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD iS NOT EXTENDABLE. -

5. (1) A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Nota the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENTor NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or deciaration is deficient.

6. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( 88 “replacement sheets”) must be submitted,
(a) D inetuding changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) Cd hereto or 2) 1) to Paper No./Maii Data .
(>) 0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentar in the Office action of

Paper No/Mall Date.

Wentifying indicts such as the appileation number (seo 37 CFR 1.84(c)) ahautid be written on the drawings In the front not the back) ofeath sheet Replacement sheat(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR Me " (
7. (] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIALmust be submitted. Note tha

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL,

   
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
    
 

 

 
    
  
 

  Attachimentis)

1. L) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. D) Notice of Informal Patent Application
2. C Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 8. ( Interview Summary (PTO-413),  

  
 

 

  

  
 

Paper No/Mail Date .
3. F) Information Disclosure Statemants (PTO/SB/08), 7. C Examiners Amendment/Comment

’ Paper No./Mall Date :
4.0 Examiners Comment Regarding Requirament for Deposit 8. BQ Exarinar’s Statement of Reasons for Allowance

of Biplogical Material :

9. CJ Other_. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1459
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWww.Usplo. gov

 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEYDOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas 171882 9373

23389 7590 05/03/2012

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA SMITH, CREIGIITONII

SUITE 300 ——
GARDENCITY, NY 11530 rapes NUMER

2614

MATT. DATF. DELIVERY MODE

05/03/2012 PAPER

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

supplemental 12/398,076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit

CREIGHTON SMITH 2614

  
 

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85)or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANTOF PATENTRIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. This communication is responsive to amendmentfiled on 01 NOV '71.

2. (1 An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on ;
the restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3.BYThe allowed claim(s) is/are 2-76.

4. 1] Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a) All b) 1] Some* c)[] None_ofthe:

1. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. C1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. J Copies ofthe certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceived in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE”of this communicationto file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. (] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENTor NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

(a) CJ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) C1 hereto or 2)[[] to Paper No./Mail Date

(b) CJ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentorin the Office action of
Paper No/Mail Date.

Identifying indicia such as the application number(see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. C] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATIONabout the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

 

 

Attachment(s)
1. [] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. CJ Notice of Informal Patent Application

2. [J Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. CJ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

3. Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. CJ Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date

4. (J Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasonsfor Allowance
of Biological Material

9. [J Other .

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20120502
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Sheet1 of2
Atty. Docket No. Application No.
171882 12/398076

Applicant

Michael J. Rojas

Filing Date
Herewith

  
 
 

Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

(REV. 7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  
 

  
  

  

 

 
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION

 
 

 
  

 

Group Art Unit 
 (Use several sheets if necessary}

 
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

EXAMINER DOCUMENT DATE NAME CLASS|SUBCLASS
INITIAL* NUMBER

||6,763,226 07-13-2004 MeZeal, Jr.
U.S. PATENT PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS

2004/0252679 12-16-2004 Williamsetal

 
FILING DATE

(if appropriate)

 

—tocsne—pears—[Godan—
[avosioossas0—[os-ioa00s[GaceK|

[|zo0sroos7es2—[os.oe2005[Sareea
[|avostoaseis0Pirs.a606[WenMo
[|aoouroosee%e[eetsa004|Setesa
- 2007/0112925 05-17-2007 Malik, D.

2007/0174403 07-26-2007 Barry, M.

2006/0167883 07-27-2006 Boukobza,E.

|| 2004/0128356 07-01-2004 Bernstein etal.fra—frais—[Geeat—
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

DOCUMENT DATE COUNTRY CLASS

NUMBER

OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)

http://www.cisco.com/warp/public/ce/pd/nemnsw/calimn/prodlit/

iCreighton Smith’

 

  :
  
 

SUBCLASS TRANSLATION

i
wm Zz

LE
 

  
 
 

 

 
 
  
  

 

 
  
 

 

cm33_ds.htm; “Data Sheet Cisco CallManager Version 3.3”, November 22, 2002;

 http://www.cisco.com/en/US/products/hw/switches/ps1925/products data

sheet 09186 a00800a3¢3dhtml; “Data Sheet Cisco MGX 8000 Series” (Date unknown);

DATECONSIDERED

O6/02/2012

  

 
 

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /G.S/
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Sheet 2 of 2

 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fort PTO-1449 U.S. DEPAREMENT OF COMMERCE
(REY. 7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION

 
 Atty. Docket No. (Optional) Application Number

  17188Z

 12/398076

Applicant(s)
Michael Rojas
Filing Date Group Art Unit

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 
(Use several sheets ifnecessary) 

 
 
 
 

 

  SUBCLASS FILING DATE

(if appropriate}

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS TRANSLATION

=

OTHER DOCUMENTS(including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)

 

 

 
 

_  
 

http://www.linuxdevices.com/articles/AT5199947519.html; “Device Profile: snom 100 VoIP
phone”, (May 15, 2002);

hittp://www.pingtel.com/pr xpressa.jsp; “No limits with the advanced industry standard SIP phone,
December 8, 2003; and

EXAMINER,
(Creighton Smith/

* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if net in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

 
TAWork\3 732417 L882ZAMISCA1449.doc

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /G.S/
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GOST AND Toe

< UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
 

 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEAND FEE(S) DUE

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC SMITH, CREIGHTON H
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA
iare

GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 2614

DATE MAILED: 02/16/2012

12/398,076 03/04/2009 MichaelJ. Rojas 17188Z 9373
 TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

 HOUAL His(8) DUE

nonprovisional YES $870 $300 SO $1170 05/16/2012

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEIS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS

PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITYstatus shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITYis shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
SMALLENTITYstatus:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shownabove, or
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITYstatus before, or is now
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITYstatus, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shownabove, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL,or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO)with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur dueto the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

II. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please dircct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenancefees. It is patentee’s responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address asindicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicaling a separate "FEF ADDRESS" formaintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS(Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, mustave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

 

 

23389 7590 02/16/2012

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
: I hereby certify that this Pee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United

400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
SUITE 300 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile

GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.
(Depositor's name)

(Signature) (Date)

12/398,076 03/04/2009 Michael J. Rojas 171882 9373
 TITLE OF INVENTION: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VOIP MESSAGING

 APPLN. ‘TYPE SMALL EN'LITY ISSUE FEE DUB PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE ‘TOTAL KER(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional YES $870 $300 SO $1170 05/16/2012

SMITH, CREIGHTON H 2614 370-354000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR1.363).

I Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

LL] “Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Numberis required.

(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR,alternatively,

Ww
(2) the nameof a single firm (having as a membera
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patentattorneys or agents. Ifnonameis 4
listed, no name will be printed. .

  
3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(printor type)

PLEASE NOTE:Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NO'I a substitute forfiling an assignment.

  

 

  

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE:(CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : LD individual LJ Corporation or other private group entity LJ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
LI Issue Fee LI A checkis enclosed.

LI Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) I Paymentby credit card. Form PTO-2038is attached.
LY Advance Order- # of Copies [_J The Directoris hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Changein Entity Status (from status indicated above)

Ld a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITYstatus. See 37 CFR 1.27. LI b. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITYstatus. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).
NOTE: TheIssue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyoneother than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown bythe recordsof the United States Patent and ‘l'rademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date
 

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The informationis required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unlessit displays a valid OMB control number.

 
    

 PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. TILING DATE TIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
 

12/398,076 (03/04/2009 MichaelJ. Rojas 171884 9373

mas 50 conten

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC SMITH, CREIGHTON H
400 GARDEN CITY PLAZA
siti we

GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 2614

DATE MAILED: 02/16/2012

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 546 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 546 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) wasfiled in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustmentis the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEBsite (http://pair-uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uscs:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
recordsis required by the Freedomof Information Act.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whomthe record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.
A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to performa contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.
A record in this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Suchdisclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandonedorin
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced byeither a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.
A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcementagency,if the USPTO becomesaware ofa violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

12/398,076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit

CREIGHTON SMITH 2614

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85)or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANTOF PATENTRIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. This communication is responsive to Amendmentfiled on 07 FEB '12.

2. 1 An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3.BYThe allowed claim(s) is/are 2-76.

4. 1] Acknowledgmentis made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a) All b) 1] Some* c)[] None_ofthe:

1. [] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.

2. C1 Certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceivedin Application No.

3. J Copies ofthe certified copies of the priority documents have beenreceived in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE”of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. (] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER’S AMENDMENTor NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.

6. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

(a) CJ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached

1) [1] hereto or 2) [] to Paper No./Mail Date .

(b) CJ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentorin the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number(see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. C] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATIONabout the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. CJ Notice of Informal Patent Application

2. [J Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. CJ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

3. (] Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. CJ Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date

4. (J Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. KX] Examiner's Statement of Reasonsfor Allowance
of Biological Material

9. [J Other .

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20120210
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Application/Control Number: 12/398,076 Page 2

Art Unit: 2614

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

The following is an examiner's statement of reasonsfor allowance: Thepriorart

fails to disclose applicant’s method step of instant voice messaging whereby the

message is generated based on the connectivity status of the recipient; neither does the

prior art teach attaching one or morefiles to the instant voice message; nor does the

prior art teach receiving a connectivity status of a list of nodes as either being available

or unavailable. No obvious combination of references found would have taught oneof

ordinary skill in the art to make and use applicant’s method asclaimed.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later

than the paymentof the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably

accompanythe issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on

Statement of Reasonsfor Allowance.”

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to CREIGHTON SMITH whosetelephone numberis

(571)272-7546. The examiner can normally be reached on 5-4-9.

lf attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on 27499. The fax phone numberfor the

organization wherethis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 12/398,076 Page 3

Art Unit: 2614

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For moreinformation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on accessto the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR GANADA)or 571-272-1000.

/CREIGHTON SMITH/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614
10 FEB ‘12
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EASTSearch History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

((@ad< ="20031218") or
i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
voice adj (messag$3 or mail) with
{(attach$3 or add$3 orafix$3 or join$3 or
‘connect$3 or coupl$3) nears (files or

ocuments or objects)

4((@ad< ="20031218") or
t(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
‘voice adj (messag$3 or mail)and nodes ;
same (available or unavailable or "not" adj |
lavailable or status) i

@ad<="20031218") or
\(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
voice adj (messag$3 or mail)with (available }
‘or unavailable or "not" adj available or

 
4((@ad< ="20031218") or
i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail) with (attach$3 or
fadd$3 or afix$3 or join$3 or connect$3 or
‘icoupl$3) near8 (files or documents or

bjects).clm.

k((@ad< ="20031218") or
4(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail) with nodes with :
(available or unavailable or "not" adj available |

r status).clm. :

@ad< ="20031218") or
4i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail)with (available or
funavailable or "not" adj available or

  
2/9/2012 4:13:24 PM

 file:///Cl/Users/csmith 1/Documents/e-Red%20lolder/12398076/LASTSearchHistory.12398076_AccessibleVersion.htm[2/9/2012 4:13:26 PM]
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|,os98076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.

CREIGHTON SMITH

ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
4354 12 / 66 (2006.01.01) 

 

CROSS REFERENCE(S)

CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

 

 

  -
|
|
|
|

=
|
|

 
oO Claims renumberedin the same order as presented by applicant Oo CPA Oh TOD. oO R.1.47

Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original

Total Claims Allowed:

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 oloa!rn|o}lal;a}o]rn]a Ol1OIN]/o]alaAlowl|nr
 

 
 

 

 

 

        
15

(Assistant Examiner)
/CREIGHTON SMITH/

Primary Examiner.Art Unit 2614 10 FEB '12 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure

 
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No, 20120210
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EASTSearch History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

((@ad< ="20031218") or
i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
voice adj (messag$3 or mail) with
{(attach$3 or add$3 orafix$3 or join$3 or
‘connect$3 or coupl$3) nears (files or

ocuments or objects)

4((@ad< ="20031218") or
t(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
‘voice adj (messag$3 or mail)and nodes ;
same (available or unavailable or "not" adj |
lavailable or status) i

@ad<="20031218") or
\(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj
voice adj (messag$3 or mail)with (available }
‘or unavailable or "not" adj available or

 
4((@ad< ="20031218") or
i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail) with (attach$3 or
fadd$3 or afix$3 or join$3 or connect$3 or
‘icoupl$3) near8 (files or documents or

bjects).clm.

k((@ad< ="20031218") or
4(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail) with nodes with :
(available or unavailable or "not" adj available |

r status).clm. :

@ad< ="20031218") or
4i(@rlad< ="20031218")) and instant adj voice
adj (messag$3 or mail)with (available or
funavailable or "not" adj available or

  
2/9/2012 4:13:01 PM

 file:///Cl/Users/csmith 1/Documents/e-Red%20lolder/12398076/LASTSearchHistory.12398076_AccessibleVersion.htm[2/9/2012 4:13:03 PM]
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Search Notes 12398076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.

Examiner Art Unit

CREIGHTON SMITH 2614

SEARCHED

                  

  |Class|CCSbclassCLSate|SExaminer|
352,354 27 oCT 11

709 206 " ' 

SEARCH NOTES

Search Notes|Date||Examiner_|
EAST 27 OCT '11

EBA

INTERFERENCE SEARCH

|Class| CSubclass|Sate|Examiner_
EAST FEB12
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Index of Claims 12398076 ROJAS, MICHAELJ.
 

| Examiner Art UnitCREIGHTON SMITH 2614 
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PTO/SB/26

 

Doc Code: DIST.E.FILE U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

DocumentDescription: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer- Filed Department of Commerce

Electronic Petition Request TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE PATENTING REJECTION OVERA
“PRIOR” PATENT

Application Number 12398076

Filing Date 04-Mar-2009

First Named Inventor Michael Rojas

Attorney Docket Number 171882 

Title of Invention

SYSTEM AND METHODFORINSTANTVoIP MESSAGING

mM Filing of terminal disclaimer does not obviate requirement for response under 37 CFR 1.111 to outstandingOffice Action

BX] This electronic Terminal Disclaimeris not being used for a Joint Research Agreement.

 
Owner PercentInterest 

Ayalogic,Inc. 100% 
 

The owner(s) with percentinterest listed above in the instant application hereby disclaims, except as provided below, the
terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend beyond the expiration
dateofthefull statutory term of prior patent number(s)

7535890

as the term ofsaid prior patent is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so
granted on theinstant application shall be enforceable only for and during such period thatit and the prior patent are commonly
owned. This agreementruns with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee,its successors
or assigns.

In making the abovedisclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of the term of any patent granted on the instant
application that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, "as the term ofsaid prior patent
is presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer,” in the event that said prior patent later:
- expiresforfailure to pay a maintenancefee;
- is held unenforceable;

- is found invalid by a court of competentjurisdiction;
- is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;
- has all claims canceled by a reexaminationcertificate;
- is reissued; or

- is in any mannerterminated prior to the expiration ofits full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

(@) Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) is included with Electronic Terminal Disclaimer request.
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O | certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4), that the terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d)

required for this terminal disclaimer has already been paid in the above-identified application.

Applicant claims SMALL ENTITYstatus. See 37 CFR 1.27.

Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

Applicant(s) status remains as SMALL ENTITY.

Applicant(s) status remains as other than SMALL ENTITY.

| hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledgeare true and that all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were madewith the knowledgethatwillful false statements and
the like so madeare punishable byfine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 ofTitle 18 of the United States Code and
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

THIS PORTION MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE SIGNATORY OR SIGNATORIES

| certify, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4(d)(4) that | am:

An attorney or agent registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office whois of record in
© this application

Registration Number 30749

A sole inventor

A joint inventor; | certify that | am authorized to sign this submission on behalf ofall of the inventors

A joint inventor;all of whom are signing this request

© Theassigneeof record of the entire interest that has properly madeitself of record pursuant to 37 CFR 3.71

Signature /Paul J. Esatto, Jr./

Name Paul J. Esatto,Jr.

 
 

*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b)is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner).
Form PTO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. See MPEP § 324.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Ee

Filed as Small Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Basic Filing:

“ewe orterminal dictaimer ee ote|oe

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Sub-Totalin

Description Fee Code USD($) Quantity Amount  
Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($) 
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Doc Code: DISQ.E.FILE

DocumentDescription: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer — Approved

Application No. 12398076

Filing Date: 04-Mar-2009

Applicant/Patent under Reexamination: Rojas etal.

Electronic Terminal Disclaimerfiledon—February 1, 2012

& APPROVED

This patent is subject to a terminaldisclaimer

[] DISAPPROVED

Approved/Disapproved by: Electronic Terminal Disclaimer automatically approved by EFS-Web

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt
 

EFS ID: 11976256
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Filer Authorized By: Seth Weinfeld 

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z 

Receipt Date: 01-FEB-2012

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Paymentinformation:

 
 

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type Deposit Account 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $80

RAM confirmation Number 2557

Deposit Account 191013

The Director of the USPTOis hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentas follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National applicationfiling, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document DocumentDescription File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number P Message Digest|Part/.zip| (if appl.)

33688

Electronic Terminal Disclaimer-Filed eTerminal-Disclaimer.pdf 794cb6acad40d 70efS7ae85 8cObe0fs1 ecfe|
78d0

Warnings:

Information: 

Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf 38eacede32ac8fb87fh5ab5 148ada9aas95I

Warnings: 

Information:

 
Total Files Size (in bytes) 63861 

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar toa
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptance of the application as a
nationalstage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Michael J. Rojas Examiner: Creighton H. Smith

Serial No: 12/398,076 Art Unit: 2614

Filed: March 4, 2009 Docket: 17188Z

For: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

Conf. No.: 9373 Dated: February 1, 2012

Commissioner for Patents

P. O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

AMENDMENT UNDER37 C.F.R. § 1.111

Sir:

In response to the Office Action dated November 1, 2011, please amend the above-

identified application as follows:

Amendmentto the Claimsare reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3

ofthis paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6.
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IN THE CLAIMS

This version andlisting of the claims, replaces and supercedes,all prior versions andlisting
of the claims.

1. (Cancelled)

2. (Currently Amended) A methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network,

the method comprising:

 
generating [{the]]an instant voice message, wherein generating includes recording

the instant voice messagein an audiofile and attaching one or morefiles to the audiofile;

transmitting the instant voice message having one or morerecipients;

receivinganinstant voice message whena recipientis available: and

receiving atemporarily stored instant voice message whenarecipient becomes

available, wherein the instant voice messageis temporarily stored when at least one recipientis 

unavailable.

3. (Currently Amended) A methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network,

the method comprising:

 
receiving a list of nodes within the packet-switched network, the list of nodes

including a connectivity status of each node, said connectivity status being available and

unavailable, wherein a node within thelist is adapted to be selected as a recipient of an instant

voice message; [[and]]

displaying said list of nodes;

transmitting the instant voice messagehaving one or morerecipients:

receiving an instant voice message when a recipientis available: and

H:\work\1732\17188Z\AMEND\17188Z.am1.doc
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receiving a temporarily stored instant voice message when a recipient becomes

available, wherein the instant voice message is temporarily stored when at least one recipientis
unavailable.

4. (Currently Amended) A method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network,

the method comprising:

 
generating [[the]]an instant voice message; and

controlling a method of generating the instant voice message based upon a

connectivity status each efsaid_one-or-mere recipient;

transmittingthe instant voice message having one or morerecipients:

receiving an instant voice message when a recipient is available: and

receiving a temporarily stored instant voice message when a recipient becomes

available, wherein the instant voice message is temporarily stored whenat least one recipient is
unavailable.

5. (Original) The methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according to

claim 4, wherein said methodofgenerating said instant voice messageis selected from a group

comprising a record mode and an intercom mode.

6. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according to

claim 5, wherein said record modeis selected as a default when at least one recipientis
unavailable.

7. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according to

claim 5, wherein said intercom modeis selected as a default when said one or morerecipients are
available.

8. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according to

claim 5, wherein said record mode comprisesthe stepsof:

H:\work\1732\171 88Z\AMEND\17188Z.am1.doc
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recording the instant voice message;

generating a stop indicator; and

transmitting the recorded instant voice message after the generation of said stop
indicator.

9. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according to

claim 5, wherein said intercom mode comprisesthestepsof:

buffering each of a plurality of successive portions of the instant voice as the

instant messageis recorded;

transmitting from each successive buffered portion; and

delivering each successive portion to the recipients wherein the recipients audibly

playing each successive portionas it is delivered.

10. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 8, wherein said stop indicator is generated after a lapse of a preset period oftime

without receiving an audio input.

11. (Original) The methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 8, wherein said stop indicator is generated when a sensordetects that a recording device

is in a predetermined position.

12. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 10, further comprising:

detecting an audio input; and

determining whensaid audio input has stopped.

13. (Currently Amended) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-

switch network according to claim [[1]]3, further comprising:

displaying an indication that an instant voice message has been received; and

playing the instant voice message.

H:\work\1732\17188Z\AMEND\17188Z.am1.doc
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14, (Currently Amended) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-

switch network according to claim 2, further comprising:

displaying an indication that an instant voice message has been received;

separating the instant voice message into [[the]]an audiofile and[[the]] one or

more files; and

playing the audiofile.

15. (Original) The methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network

according to claim 8, further comprising:

receiving a record start signal.

16. (Original) The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network

according to claim 15, wherein said record start signal is an audiosignal.

HAwork\1732\17 1 88Z\AMENDA\L7188Z.am doc
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REMARKS

Applicantrespectfully submits this Amendmentin reply to the Official Action dated

November 1, 2012. Applicant submits that the Amendmentis fully responsive to the Official

Action for at least the reasons set forth herein.

At the onset, Applicant would like to thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 2-12

and 14-16 have allowable subject matter and would be allowed if rewritten in independent form.

Accordingly, claims 2-4 have been rewritten in independent form. Claim 1 has been

cancelled without prejudice. Claim 13 has been amendedfor consistency. Applicant also notes

that claim 14 has been amended.

Claims 1 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as allegedly anticipated by

DePietro et al., U.S. Pat. Pub. 2008/0298309.

| Without acquiescing to the propriety of the rejections or the Examiner’s interpretation of

the cited references, and to expedite prosecution, claims 2-4 were amendedinto independent

form. Thus, Applicant submits that the rejection is moot in viewofthe above-identified

amendment. Withdrawalofthe rejection is respectfully requested.

Claims 1-10 were rejected based upon a non-statutory obviousness-type double patenting

rejection. The Examinercites U.S. Patent No. 7,535,890 (the ‘890 Patent) in the rejection.

Without acquiescing to the propriety ofthe rejection, Applicant submits a terminal disclaimer

herewith.

Lastly, Applicant notes that the Examiner failed to consider one of the references cited in

the Information Disclosure Statement. However, the Examiner failed to provide a reason.

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the reference.

T:\work\1732\171887\AMEND\17188Z.am1.doc
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Based uponthe foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that the application is in

condition for allowance and henceforth solicits a Notice of Allowability. Should the Examiner

feel that a telephoneinterview would expedite the allowanceofthe application; the Examineris

kindly requested to contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

/Seth Weinfeld/

Seth Weinfeld

Registration No. 50,929

Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser
400 Garden City Plaza
Garden City, New York 11530
(516) 742-4343

SW:reg

HAwork\1732\17188Z\AMEND\I7188Z.am 1.doc
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AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER(Large Entit
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

MichaelJ. Rojas Application No. 12/398,076
Filing Date March 4, 2009 Confirmation No. 9373
Examiner [Creighton H. Smith

SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 Title of Invention

Docket No. 17188Z 23389

Transmitted herewith is an amendmentin the above-identified application.
The fee has been calculated andis transmitted as shown below

Claims Remaining Highest # Previously # Extra eas|Senin|"Sra||Citas[te[ssn
|toranciams[1s[-[20s]os 960.00 $0.00

TOTAL INDEP.prema[3Es[0 [sem[som
|] Multiple Dependent Claims(if applicable) ($450.00) $0.00

TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT $0.00

Method of Payment
Check [] Other

Credit Card (Form PTO-2038 attached)
Deposit Account # 19-1013

  
  

  
 

  
   
   

   
 

 

    []|
 

 For the above-identified deposit account the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply)
Charge the fee(s) set forth

Charge any additionalfiling fees required under 37 C.F.R. §1.16
Charge any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. §1.17
Credit any overpayments

  
  
 

 

 
 

   NiO
 
 
 

 
 

 CERTIFICATION OF ELECTRONIC FILING

Therebycertify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Patent and Trademark
Office via Electronic Filing through the United States Patent and Trademark Office e-business website on the
date shown below.

 
  
 
  /Seth Weinfeld/

Seth Weinfeld

Registration No. 50,929

SCULLY, SCOTT, MURPHY & PRESSER,P.C.
400 Garden City Plaza, Suite 300
Garden City, New York 11530

516-742-4343 Telephone
516-742-4366 Fax

 
 

 

Dated: February 1, 2012
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt 

EFS ID: 11977764
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Filer Authorized By: Seth Weinfeld 

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z 

Receipt Date: 01-FEB-2012

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Paymentinformation:

 
 

Submitted with Payment no

File Listing:

Document sigs File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pagestumber’|DocumentDescription|FileName|Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)
579912

17188Z_AM1,pdf 9b5 515d 1c6c23e496228e746c0cbc2 160ee|
5649
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Multipart Description/PDFfiles in .zip description

DocumentDescription Start pend|
Amendment/Req. Reconsideration-After Non-Final Reject
 

Claims

Miscellaneous Incoming Letter

 
 

Warnings:

Information: 

TotalFiles Size (in bytes); 579912

 
This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO ofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidenceof receipt similar toa
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

 

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and ofthe International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/06 (07-06)
Approved for use through 1/31/2007. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

 
12/398,076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit
CREIGHTON SMITH 2614 

-- The MAILING DATEof this communication appears on the cover sheetwith the correspondence address--
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLYIS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY(30) DAYS,

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
atter SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Anyreply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, evenif timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on
2a)L] This action is FINAL. 2b) KX] This action is non-final.
3)Z) An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on

____; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)L] Sincethis application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

5)X] Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application.
5a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6)L] Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.
7)X] Claim(s) 1-76 is/are rejected.

8) Claim(s) ____ is/are objected to.
9)[] Claim(s)___ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

10) The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11) The drawing(s)filed on is/are: a)L] accepted or b)L objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

 

Replacementdrawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

12)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

13) Acknowledgment is madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or(f).
a)LJ All b)L] Some * c)LJ Noneof:

1.0] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.L] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.L] Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

  
Attachment(s)

1) R Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) CO Interview Summary (PTO-41 3)
2) [J Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __
3) XX] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) L] Noticeof Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 03.042009. 6) OC Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-326 (Rev. 03-11) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20111026
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Art Unit: 2614

DETAILED ACTION

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created

doctrine groundedin public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to preventthe

unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent

and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory

obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims

are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct

from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated

by, or would have been obviousover, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140

F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); in re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29

USPQe2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); in re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed.Cir.

1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422

F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and /In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163

USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321 (d)

may be used to overcomeanactual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory

double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to

be commonly ownedwith this application, or claims an invention madeas a result of

activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement.

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may signa

terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee mustfully comply with

37 CFR 3.73(b).
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Application/Control Number: 12/398,076 Page 3

Art Unit: 2614

Claims 1-10 are rejected on the groundof nonstatutory obviousness-type double

patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-70 of U.S. Patent No. 7,535,890.

Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from

each other becauseall of the elements of the application’s claims can be found in the

patent’s claims, and thus could have been incorporated with the patent’s claims.

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section madein this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States
onlyif the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2)
of such treaty in the English language.

Claims 1, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by

DePietro et al, U.S. Pat. App. Pub. #2008/0298309.

DePietro et al disclose in P.0021 data calls over the packet-switched network.

In P.0047 DePietro et al disclose an “Internet Media Gateway providesinstant voice

messaging. A voice instant messaging system hasthe following characteristics. A valid

subscriber defines a VIM GROUP (VG). The subscriber calls a phone number and

records a voice message associated with a predefined VG. The system automatically

dials out to the membersof the VG and plays out the recorded message. In P.0068

DePietro et al disclosethatif an intended recipient is unavailable to receive an instant

voice message, the messageis stored in a system mailbox on a serverfor future

delivery. A “message waiting” indicator such as an audible alert is provided to the
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Application/Control Number: 12/398,076 Page 4

Art Unit: 2614

Mobile Subscriber at the suitable opportunity, and the user may be permitted to retrieve

the stored instant message for playback.

For claim 13, see P.0063

Claims 2-12, 14-16 are objected to as being dependent upona rejected base

claim, but would be allowableif rewritten in independentform including all of the

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims.

Anyinquiry concerning this communication should be directed to CREIGHTON

SMITHat telephone number(571)272-7546.

[CREIGHTON SMITH/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 27 OCT ‘11
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

  

  Notice of References Cited

Page 1 of 1

 
Classification

 
NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

Pe]| Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)  
*A copyof this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20111026
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2) UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
Wwww.uspto.gov

 
BIB DATA SHEET

CONFIRMATIONNO.9373

SERIAL NUMBER FILINGor 371(c) GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY DOCKET
12/398,076 03/04/2009 17188Z

RULE

APPLICANTS

Michael J. Rojas, North Canton, OH;
** CONTINUING DATA ***#888#88eeeeeeeee

This application is a CON of 10/740,030 12/18/2003 PAT 7,535,890
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** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED** ** SMALL ENTITY **
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Foreign Priority claimed LU ves MNo STATEOR|SHEETS TOTAL |INDEPENDENT
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UO) All Fees

L) 1.16 Fees (Filing)

 

 

 

FEES: Authority has been given in PaperFILING FEE : :
RECEIVED_|No. to charge/credit DEPOSIT ACCOUNT |[U1 1-17 Fees (Processing Ext. of time)

for following: U) 1.18 Fees (Issue)

 

LJ Other

LJ Credit

  
 

BIB (Rev. 05/07).

Page 83 of 179



Page 84 of 179

Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

Index of Claims 12398076 ROJAS, MICHAEL J.
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Applicant
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Publication No.US-2009-0161665-A1
Publication Date:06/25/2009

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databasesvia the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http:/(www.uspto.gov/pattt/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set forth
in 37 GFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's Office of
Public Records. The Office of Public Records can be reachedbytelephone at (703) 308-9726 or (800) 972-6382,
by facsimile at (703) 305-8759, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Office of
Public Records, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and the
dates of receipt of correspondencefiled in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through the Patent
Electronic Business Genter at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application Information and
Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently http://pair.uspto.gov/. Prior to
publication, such status information is confidential and may only be obtained by applicant using the private side of
PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101
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23389 FILING RECEIPT

SCULLY SCOTT MURPHY & PRESSER, PC
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GARDENCITY, NY 11530

Date Mailed: 03/18/2009

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written requestfor a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copyofthis Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any correctionsto this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply
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Applicant(s)
Michael J. Rojas, North Canton, OH;

AssignmentFor Published Patent Application
AYALOGIC, INC., Akron, OH

Powerof Attorney:
Leopold Presser--19827 Mark Gohen--32211
William Roch--24972 Edward Grolz--33705

John Sensny--28757 Steven Fischman--34594
Paul Esatto--30749 Thomas Spinelli--39533
Frank DiGiglio--31346 Peter Bernstein--43497

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a GON of 10/740,030 12/18/2003

Foreign Applications
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Title

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

Preliminary Class

370

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughoutthe territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-membercountry. The PCT process simplifies thefiling
of patent applications on the sameinvention in membercountries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent" and doesnoteliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance withits particular laws. Since the laws of manycountries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advisedthatin the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidanceasto the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199,orit
can be viewed on the USPTOwebsite at http:/Awww.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help “toolkits” giving innovators guidance on how to protectintellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issuedin all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whetheror not a license may be required as
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set forth in 37 GFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations ofthis license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and may be usedat anytime onor after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grantof a license doesnotin any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselvesof current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 GFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (81 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted atthis time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LIGENSE GRANTED" DOES NOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee mayforeignfile the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

page 3 of 3

Page 93 of 179



Page 94 of 179

. - 0 [-9/¢4
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Michael J. Rojas Examiner: unassigned

ScrialNo:—12/398,076 Art Unit: unassigned ©

Filed:  ° March 4, 2009 Docket: 17188Z

FOR: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT Dated: March 4, 2009
VolP MESSAGING

Confirmation No. 9373

Commissioner for Patents _
Mailstop 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313

REQUEST FOR REFUND AND VERIFICATION OF SMALLENTITY
Sir: |

In connection with the e-fiting of the above-identified case, please note that an

inadvertent error Has occurred in the paymentofthe filing fees as a large entity.

‘The assignee is entitled to SMALLENTITY status. . Therefore, kindly refund

$545.00 to Deposit Account No. 19-1013.

Respectfully submitted,

/Seth Weinfeld/

Seth Weinfeld

Registration No.: 50,929

Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser, P.C.
400 Garden City Plaza, Suit 300
Garden City, New York 11530
(516) 742-4343
SW:ae

arteNS

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC FILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being dcpasited with the United States
Patent & Trademark Office via Electronic Filing through the United States Patent and Trademark
Office e-business website, on March 5, 2009.

Dated: March 5, 2009 /Scth Weinfeld/
Seth Wcinfeld

IAWork\! 732117 IS8ZAMISCWDEP, ACCOUNT REQ. REPUND.doc
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal  

 
 

  

 
 
 

Filing Date:

  Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHODFORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

04/16/2009 SDIRETAL 00000005 191013 12398076
C2411 82.00 DA

Fa 2700 TH

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: MichaelJ. Rojas

Paul J. Esatto/Anneliese Eberle

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z

ee
viefe

 
 
 

 
 

  
  
  

   
  

  

  
  

 

Miscellaneous-Filing: .

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

     Staent dace: Us/iuscwvy=ovBane2008 INTEFSH 0005144 19
01 FC:101i 330.00 CR
oe FCsLili 540.00 CR
03 FCsi3it 220.00 CR

{01312398076
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Description
, . Sub-TotalinFee Code

Post-Allowance-and-Post-issuance:

Miscellaneous:

 Total in USD ($) 1090
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

 
Applicant: Michael J. Rojas Examiner: unassigned

Serial No: 12/398,076 Art Unit: unassigned

Filed: March 4, 2009 Docket: 171882

FOR: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT Dated: March 4, 2009 |
VoIP MESSAGING

Confirmation No. 9373  
Commissioner for Patents

Mailstop 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313

REQUEST FOR REFUND AND VERIFICATION OF SMALL ENTITY r 

Sir:

In connection with the e-filing of the above-identified case, please note that an

inadvertent error has occurred in the paymentofthe filing fees as a large entity.

The assignee is entitled to SMALL ENTITYstatus. Therefore, kindly refund

$545.00 to Deposit Account No. 19-1013.

Respecttully submitted,

/Seth Weinfeld/ |
Seth Weinfeld

Registration No.: 50,929

Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser, P.C.
400 Garden City Plaza, Suit 300
Garden City, New York 11530
(516) 742-4343
SW:ae

 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC FILING

Thereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States
Patent & Trademark Office via Electronic Filing through the United States Patent and Trademark
Office e-business website, on March 5, 2009.

Dated: March 5, 2009 {Seth Weinfeld/
Seth Weinfeld

TAWork\L732\1 7 188Z\MISC\DEP. ACCOUNT REQ. REFUND.doc

Page 97 of 179



Page 98 of 179

 

Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt
 

EFS ID: 4908834
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

Customer Number: 23389

Filer Authorized By: Seth Weinfeld

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

 

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z 

Receipt Date: 05-MAR-2009

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Paymentinformation:

 
 

Submitted with Payment no

File Listing:

Document sigs File Size(Bytes)/ Multi PagesNumber DocumentDescription|Fllename|Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)
Refund Request 17188ZREFUND.pdf 708244fa4b29cfdb740fec8a670994045269]

e2ca

Information:
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Total Files Size (in bytes) 46015

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOof the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidenceof receipt similar toa
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.

 

National Stageof an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and ofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant(s): Michael J. Rojas Examiner: Unassigned

SerialNo: Unassigned Art Unit: Unassigned

Filed: Herewith Docket: 171882

For: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR Dated: March 4, 2009
INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Sir:

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98,it is requested that the following

references, which are also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, be made of record in the

above-identified case.

1. U.S. 6,763,226 dated July 13, 2004 to McZeal, Jr.;

2. U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0252679 dated December 16, 2004
to Williams et al;

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

[hereby certify that this document is being electronically filed in the United
States Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below.

 

  
Dated: March 4, 2009

Seth Weinfeld_.-
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10,

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

16.

17.

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0122906 dated June 24, 2004 to
Goodmanetal.;

US. Patent Application Publication 2005/0053230 dated March 10, 2005
to Gierachf, K.;

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2005/0105697 dated May 19, 2005 to
Hollowell et al;

US. Patent Application Publication 2003/0087632 dated May 8, 2003 to
Sagi et al;

US. Patent Application Publication 2006/0268750 dated November30,
2006 to Weiner, M.;

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0030046 dated February 12,
2004 to Schultes et al.;

US. Patent Application Publication 2007/0112925 dated May 17, 2007 to
Makik,D.;

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2007/0174403 dated July 26, 2007 to
Barry, M.;

US. Patent Application Publication 2006/0167883 dated July 27, 2006 to
Boukobza, E.;

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0128356 dated July 1, 2004 to
Bernstein et al.;

U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0126207 dated July 3, 2003 to
Creameret al.;

http:/Avww.cisco.com/warp/public/cc/pd/nemnsw/callmn/prodlit/
cm33_ds.htm; “Data Sheet Cisco CallManager Version 3.3”, November
22, 2002;

http://www.cisco.com/en/US/products/hw/switches/ps1925/products data
sheet 09186 _a00800a3c3d.html; “Data Sheet Cisco MGX 8000 Series”
(Date unknown);

 

http://www,hsteliann.com/english/?zone=3100-V21P; “Teliphone 3100-
V21P”, 2003;

http://www. linuxdevices.com/articles/AT5199947519.html; “Device
Profile: snom 100 VoIP phone”, May 15, 2002;

JAWork\1732\17188Z\AMEND\I7188ZIDS.doc
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18.—_http://www.pingtel.com/pr xpressa.isp; “No limits with the advanced
industry standard SIP phone, December8, 2003; and

19, AudioCoded Enabling Technology Products, TPM-1100 VoP Media
Gateway Modules; 2003.

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1,98¢d), copies of the abovelisted references are not

provided, as references # 1 through 13 were previously cited by the Examiner in connection with

the parent case, U.S. Serial No. 10/740,030 filed on December 18, 2003; and references 14-

through 19 were submitted to the Examiner by the Applicant in an Information Disclosure

Statement dated August 19, 2004.

Inasmuchasthis Information Disclosure Statementis being submitted in

accordance with the schedule set out in 37 C.F.R §1.97(b), no statementor fee is required.

 
Scully, Scott, Murphy & Presser
400 Garden City Plaza
Garden City, New York 11530
(516) 742-4343

SW:reg

JAWork\1732\17 L88Z\AMENDAI7 188ZIDS.dec

Page 102 of 179



Page 103 of 179

of 2

 
   
  
  

 
  

 
 
 

Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

(REV. 7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Atty. Docket No.
171882

Applicant

Michael J. Rojas

Filing Date Group Art Unit
Herewith

Applicatien Ne.

 
 INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION

   (Use several sheets if necessary}

2&&- ‘

  

  

 
 
 
 

  

  
  
 

 US, PATENT DOCUMENTS

EXAMINER DOCUMENT DATE NAME CLASS|SUBCLASS FILING DATE

INITIAL* NUMBER (if appropriate)

Po 6,763,226 07-13-2004 MeZeal,Ir. |
U.S. PATENT PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS

2004/0252679 12-16-2004 Williamsetal.

2004/0122906 06-24-2004

 

  
- 3

[sven—tans[aa
[|zoosreosrese[05082003[Ragietal
[|aovsioase750—_[irs0-2006|Wein,Mo

2007/0112925 05-17-2007 Malik, D. 

2007/0174403 07-26-2007 Barry, M.  2006/0167883 07-27-2006 Boukobza, E,

|| 2004/0128356 07-01-2004 Bernstein etal.
Fo 2003/0126207 07-03-2003 Creameretal.

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

DOCUMENT DATE COUNTRY CLASS|SUBCLASS|TRANSLATION

NUMBER VES NO

OTHER PRIOR ART (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)

http://www.cisco.com/warp/public/ce/pd/nemnsw/callmn/prodlit/
cm33_ds.htm; “Data Sheet Cisco CallManager Version 3.3”, November 22, 2002;

 
 
  

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 http://www.cisco.com/en/US/products/hw/switches/ps1925/products data

sheet 09186 a00800a3¢3dhtml; “Data Sheet Cisco MGX 8000 Series” (Date unknown);

DATE CONSIDERED
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Sheet 2 of 2

 
 
  

 
Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPAREMENT OF COMMERCE
{REV. 7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION

 
 

 
 
 

Atty. Docket No. (Optional) Application Number

 
 
 
 
  

 

171882

 (Use several sheeis ifnecessary}

Applicant(s)
Michael Rojas
Filing Date Group Art Unit

U.S, PATENT DOCUMENTS

INITIAL*

Bee
AB

AC

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

COUNTRY CLASS SUBCLASS TRANSLATION

OTHER DOCUMENTS(including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.)

 
    
 

  SUBCLASS  
  

FILING DATE

(if appropriate)

 

 
REF|DOCUMENT NUMBER DATE

 
 

  
 

http://www. linuxdevices.com/articles/AT5199947519.html; “Device Profile: snom 100 VoIP
phone”, (May 15, 2002);

hitp://www.pingtel.com/pr xpressa.jsp; “No limits with the advanced industry standard SIP phone,
December 8, 2003; and

AudioCoded Enabling Technology Products, TPM-1100 VoP Media Gateway Modules; 2003.

EXAMINER -| DATE CONSIDERED

  
  

 
 

* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 669; draw line through citation if net in conformance and not
considered. Include copy ofthis form with next communication to applicant.

JAWork\1 732417 188Z\MISC\1 449.doc
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

_ . Sub-Total in

ree ees “enn “mewn vers)

Basic Filing:

Utility application filing 1011 1 330

Utility Search Fee 

Utility Examination Fee 1 220 220

Miscellaneous-Filing:

 
Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
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Sub-Totalin

Description Fee Code USD($) Quantity Amount  
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD (5S)
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt
 

EFS ID: 4906053
 

Application Number: 12398076

Title of Invention: SYSTEM AND METHOD FORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Michael J. Rojas

Filer Authorized By: Paul J. Esatto 

Attorney Docket Number: 17188Z 

Receipt Date: 04-MAR-2009

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Paymentinformation:

 
 

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type Deposit Account 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1090

RAM confirmation Number 5144

Deposit Account 191013

The Director of the USPTOis hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentas follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National applicationfiling, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.21 (Miscellaneous fees and charges)

File Listing:

Document sg: File Size(Bytes)/ Multi PagesNumber:|DeeumentDescption|FlleName Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.)
1265561

acdbe07db8d4ea4329842961742b 1 1f8f3e|
5f06

Application Data Sheet 17188ZADS.pdf

Warnings:

Information: 

2789350

17188ZSPEC.pdf 5b38e35ae601055975 18430b4fdeac95 052}
33fa5

Multipart Description/PDFfiles in .zip description 

DocumentDescription Start End

Specification

Information:

529578

 
Drawings-only black and whiteline

drawings 17188Zformaldrawings.pdf £5106863a2cb32ddac07¢75742cf1859a2f9|

205146

Oath or Declarationfiled 17188ZDEC.pdf b4719606c7ed 3e8bab45376ec31a257£776|
39a05,

Information: 

277419

Information Disclosure Statement Letter 17188ZIDS1.pdf 5e09h5728he4? 179d2d9#791 5675833781 5
87e0b

Warnings: 

Information:

33088

2dbbb210ee427<953a38d ab65d9f7a268e
30cba

Total Files Size (in bytes) 5100142

Fee Worksheet (PTO-06) fee-info.pdf

Warnings:

Information: 

 
Page 108 of 179



Page 109 of 179

 

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.

NationalStage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptance of the application as a
nationalstage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the internationalfiling date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/14 (07-07)
Approved for use through 06/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no personsare required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. . Attorney Docket Number|171882
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Application Number

  
Title of Invention|SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING
 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisicnal application for whichit is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arrangedin a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

 
 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2

[_] Portions orall of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet mayfall under a Secrecy Order pursuantto
37 CFR 5.2 (Paperfilers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may notbefiled electronically.}

 

 

Applicant Information: 
Remove

Applicant 1

Applicant Authority @/nventor|()Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 (Party ofInterest under 35 U.S.C. 118
Prefix} Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

 

 

Michael J. Rojas

Residence Information (Select One) (@) US Residency ©) NonUS Residency () Active US Military Service

Gity|North Canton, Stark County Country of Residencei|US

Citizenship under 37 CFR 1.41(b}i US

Mailing Address of Applicant:

    
 
  

   
  
 

   

 
 

Address 1 2828 Barclay Circle

Address 2

City North Canton, Stark County State/Province OH

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

 
Add

CorrespondenceInformation:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the CorrespondenceInformation section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33{a).

 

[|] An Addressis being provided for the correspondenceInformation of this application. 

Customer Number 23389

Email Address Add Email  
Application Information: 

Title of the Invention SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

Attorney Docket Number| 171882 Small Entity Status Claimed [|

 

Application Type Nonprovisional

Subject Matter Utility

Suggested Class(if any) Sub Class(if any)

Suggested Technology Center(if any)

  
 

 

  
  Total Number of Drawing Sheets {if any} 9 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any}   

EFS Web 2.2.2
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PTO/SB/14 (07-07)
Approved for use through 06/30/2010. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number|171882 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number 
Title of Invention|SYSTEM AND METHODFORINSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

 

Publication Information:

[|Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)
 

Request Not to Publish.| hereby request that the attached application not be published under 35 U.S.
[] ©. 122(b} and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not andwill not be the subject of

an applicationfiled in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires publication at
eighteen monthsafterfiling.

  
 

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a powerof attorney in the application {see 37 CFR 1.32).
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Representative Name_section below. If both sections
are completed the Customer Numberwill be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: ©) Customer Number (®) US Patent Practitioner ©) Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Remove

 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 
Paul J. Esatto, Jr. 

Registration Number 30749

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
 

Remove 

Frank S. DiGiglio
 

Registration Number 31346
 
 

 Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

Peter I. Bernstein
 

Registration Number 43497

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

  
Remove 

 
Mark J. Cohen

 
 

Registration Number 32211  
Additional Representative Information blocks may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

Add

 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365{c) or indicate National Stage
entry from a PCT application. Providing this information in the application data sheet constitutes the specific reference required by
35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78{a)(2) or CFR 1.78(a}(4), and need not otherwise be madepart of the specification.

Prior Application Status|Pending

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD}
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25

SYSTEM AND METHOD

FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation ofU.S. Application serial number

10/740,030 filed on December 18, 2003, the entire contents ofwhich are incorporated herein

by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Technical Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to Internet telephony (IP telephony).

More particularly, the present invention is directed to a system and method for enabling

local and global instant VoIP messaging over an IP network, such as the Internet, with

PSTN support.

Description of the Prior Art
 

Traditional telephony is based on a public switched telephone network(1.c.,

“PSTN”). In the PSTN,a telephone terminal is electrically connected to a conventional or

legacy switch. The telephone terminal and the legacy switch communicate via a proprietary

protocol, which maybe different depending on the vendorofthe legacy switch. Circuit

switching provides a communication path (i.e., dedicated circuit) for a telephone call from

the telephone terminal to another device over the PSTN,including another telephone
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terminal. During the telephone call, voice communication takes place over that

communication path.

Analternative to the PSTN is Voice over Internet Protocol(i-e., “VoIP”),

5 also known as IP telephonyor Internet telephony. In the IP telephony, a VolP terminal

device is connected to a packet-switched network (e.g., Internet) and voice communication

from the VoIP terminal device is digitized, packetized and transmitted over the packet-

switched network to a destination VoIP terminal device, which reconstructs the packets and

audibly plays, stores or otherwise processes the transmission. The VoIP terminal device

10 may be a VoIP telephone or a general-purpose personal computer (PC) enabled for IP

telephony. More specifically, the PC is programmed with the software and equipped with

audio input/output devices (e.g., a combination of microphone and speaker or a headset) to

serve as a VoIP terminal device. The PC so enabled and equipped will herein be referred to

as a VoIP terminal device or a VoIP softphone.

Figure 1 is anillustrative example ofa prior art IP telephony system 100.

The IP telephony system 100 comprises a packet-switched IP network 102, such as the

Internet, which transmits VoIP traffic from andto a plurality of terminal devices 104, 106

and 110. Terminal device 104 is a VoIP softphonethat is enabled for IP telephony overthe

20. network 102. Terminal device 106 is a VoIP telephone, which is connected to the network

102 via a softswitch 108. The VoIP softswitch 108 is disposed on the packet-switched

network (e.g., Internet) 102 between an origination terminal device (such as VoIP softphone

104) and a destination terminal device (such as VoIP telephone 106), and routes packets

De
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over the packet-switched IP network 102. The softswitch 108 may also manage and perform

administrative functions for the terminal device or devices (e.g., VoIP telephone 106) to

which it is connected. Whether the terminal device is a VoIP sofiphone 104 or a VoIP

telephone 106, the terminal device is connected to the IP network 102 via a networking

5 standard such as Ethernet, Bluetooth, IEEE 1394 (also known as “Firewire”), IEEE 802.11

(also known as “WiF?”), or networking over serial communication channels such as the

Universal Serial Bus (i.e., “USB”). Data communication over the network then takes place

using a connection protocol, e.g., transfer control protocol/Internet protocol (i.e., “TCP/IP”).

10 Further regarding Fig. 1, terminal device 110 is a legacy telephonethat is

connected to a legacy switch 112 for (circuit-switched) voice communications over the

PSTN 116 with other terminal devices. A media gateway 114 may be provided between the

legacy switch 112 and the packet-switched network 102 to enable IP telephony between the

legacy telephone 110 and a VoIP terminal device, such as a VoIP softphone 104 or VoIP

15 telephone 106. More specifically, the media gateway 114 converts the audio signal carried

over PSTN to packets carried over the packet-switched JP network 102. In addition, a media

gateway 118 may be disposed over the PSTN 116 and connectedto a softswitch 120 to

convert the audio signal from the legacy telephone 110 to packets routed over the IP

network 102 via the softswitch 120.

20

Voice messaging in both the VoIP and PSTN is known. More specifically,

the foregoing systems may be provided with a facility to allow users to leave voice messages

for recipients, which is a feature that is familiar to anyone who uses a telephone.
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Conventionally, leaving a voice message involves dialing the recipient's telephone number

(often without knowing whether the recipient will answer), waiting for the connection to be

established, speaking to an operator or navigating through a menu ofoptions,listening to a

greeting message, and recording the messagefor later pickup by the recipient. In that

5 message, the user must typically identify himself or herself in order for the recipient to

return the call.

Instant text messaging is likewise known. More specitfically, a useris

provided with a client terminal, which is typically a general-purpose PC programmed with

10 instant text messaging software and in data communication over an JP network with an

instant text-messaging server. The instant text-messaging server presents the user, via the

client terminal, with a list of persons who are currently “online” and ready to receive text

messages on their own client terminals. The user then uses the client terminal to select one

or more persons to whom the message will be sent and types in a text message. The text

15 messageis sent immediately via the text-messaging serverto the selected one or more

personsand is displayed on their respective client terminals.

However, notwithstanding the foregoing advances in the VoIP/PSTN voice

communication and voice/text messaging,there is still a need in the art for providing a

20~~system and method for providing instant VoIP messaging over an IP network. More

particularly, there is a need in the art for providing local and global instant voice messaging

over VoIP with PSTN support.

4.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a system and method for enabling local

and global instant VoIP messaging over an IP network, such as the Internet.

According to an embodimentof the present invention, there is provided an

instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages over a packet-switched

network, the system comprising: a client connected to the network, the client selecting one

or more recipients, generating an instant voice message therefor, and transmitting the

10 selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the network; and a server

connected to the network, the server receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice

message therefor, and delivering the instant voice message to the selected recipients over the

network, the selected recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant voice message.

15 According to another embodimentofthe present invention,there is provided

an instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages over a packet-switched

network enabling public switched telephone network (PSTN) support, the system

comprising: a PSTN telephone connected to the network for providing input audio; a client

connected to the network, the client selecting one or more recipients, generating an instant

20 voice message therefor using the input audio provided by the PSTN telephone, and

transmitting the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the network;

a server connected to the network, the server receiving the selected recipients and the instant

voice message therefor, and delivering the instant voice message to the selected recipients

5.
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over the network, the selected recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant voice

message.

According to a further embodiment ofthe present invention, there is provided

5 an instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages over a packet-switched

network, the system comprising: a voice-over-internet-protocol (VoIP) telephone connected

to the network for providing input audio; a client connected to the network, the client

selecting one or more recipients, generating an instant voice message therefor using the

input audio provided by the VoIP telephone, and transmitting the selected recipients and the

10 instant voice message therefor over the network; a server connected to the network, the

server receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor, and

delivering the instant voice message to the selected recipients over the network, the selected

recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant voice message.

15 According to still another embodiment of the present invention,thereis

provided an instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages over a plurality

of packet-switched networks, the system comprising: a client connected to a local network,

the client selecting one or more external recipients connected to an external network outside

the local network, generating an instant voice message therefor, and transmitting the

20 selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the local network and the

external network; and a server connected to the external network, the server receiving the

selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor, and delivering the instant voice

message to the selected recipients over the external network, the selected recipients being
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enabled to audibly play the instant voice message.

According to yet another embodiment of the present invention, there is

provided an instant voice messaging system fordelivering instant messages overa plurality

§ ofpacket-switched networks enabling public switched telephone network (PSTN) support,

the system comprising: a PSTN telephone connectedto a local network for providing input

audio: a client connected to the local network, the client selecting one or more external

recipients connected to an external network outside the local network, generating an instant

voice message therefor using the input audio provided by the PSTN telephone, and

10 transmitting the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the local

network and the external network; a server connected to the external network, the server

receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor, and delivering the

instant voice message to the selected recipients over the external network, the selected

recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant voice message.

According to yet a further embodiment of the present invention, there is

provided an instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages overa plurality

ofpacket-switched networks, the system comprising: a voice-over-internet-protocol (VoIP)

telephone connected to a local network for providing input audio; a client connected to the

20 local network, the client selecting one or more external recipients connected to an external

network outside the local network, generating an instant voice message therefor using the

input audio provided by the VoIP telephone, and transmitting the selected recipients and the

instant voice message therefor over the local network and the external network: an server

Ju
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connected to the external network, the external server receiving the selected recipients and

the instant voice message therefor, and delivering the instant voice message to the selected

recipients over the external network, the selected recipients being enabled to audibly play

the instant voice message.

According to still a further embodiment of the present invention,there is

provided an instant voice messaging system for delivering instant messages over a plurality

of packet-switched networks, the system comprising: a client connected to an external

network, the client selecting one or more recipients connected to a local network, generating

10 al instant voice message therefor, and transmitting the sclected recipients and the instant

voice message therefor over the external network; an external server system connected to the

external network, the external server system receiving the selected recipients and the instant

voice message, and routing the selected recipients and the instant voice message overthe

external network and the local network; a local server connected to the local network, the

15__local server receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor, and

delivering the instant voice message to the selected recipients over the local network, the

selected recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant voice message.

According to an embodimentofthe present invention, there is provided a

20 method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network, the method

comprising: selecting one or more recipients for instant voice messagingat a client;

generating an instant voice message for the selected recipients at the client; transmitting the

selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the network from the client to
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a server; receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor at the

server; delivering the instant voice message from the server to the selected recipients over

the network; and audibly playing the instant voice message at the selected recipients.

5 According to another embodiment of the present invention, there is provided

a method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network enabling public

switched telephone network (PSTN) support, the method comprising: providing input audio

via a PSTN telephone connected over the network; selecting one or more recipients for

instant voice messaging at a client; generating an instant voice message using the input

10 audio from the PSTN telephone for the selected recipients at the client; transmitting the

selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the network from the client to

a server; receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice message thereforat the

server; delivering the instant voice message from the server to the selected recipients over

the network; and audibly playing the instant voice message at the selected recipients.

15

According to a further embodimentof the present invention, there is provided

a method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network, the method

comprising: providing input audio via a voice-over-internet-protocol (VoIP) telephone

connected over the network; selecting one or more recipients for instant voice messaging at

20 aclient; generating an instant voice message using the input audio from the VoIP telephone

for the selected recipients at the client; transmitting the selected recipients and the instant

voice message therefor over the network from the client to a server; receiving the selected

recipients and the instant voice message thereforat the server; delivering the instant voice
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message from the serverto the selected recipients over the network; and audibly playing the

instant voice message at the selected recipients.

According to still another embodimentof the present invention, there is

5 provided a method for instant voice messaging over a plurality of packet-switched networks,

the method comprising: selecting one or more external recipients for instant voice

messaging at a client connected to a local network, the one or more externalrecipients

connected to an external network outside the local network; generating an instant voice

message for the selected external recipients at the client: transmitting the selected external

10 recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the local network and the external

network; receiving the selected external recipients and the instant voice messagetherefor at

an external server connected to the external network; delivering the instant voice message to

the selected external recipients over the external network; and audibly playing the instant

voice message at the selected external recipients.

15

According to yet another embodiment of the present invention, there is

provided a method for instant voice messaging system overa plurality ofpacket-switched

networks enabling public switched telephone network (PSTN) support, the method

comprising: providing input audio via a PSTN telephone connectedto a local network;

20 selecting one or more external recipients for instant voice messaging at a client, the one or

more external recipients connected to an external network outside the local network;

generating an instant voice message for the one or more external recipients using the input

audio provided by the PSTN telephone; transmitting the selected recipients and the instant
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voice message therefor over the local network and the external network; receiving the

selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor at a server connected to the

external network; delivering the instant voice message to the selected recipients from the

server over the external network; and audibly playing the instant voice message at the

5 selectedrecipients.

Accordingto still a further embodiment of the present invention, there is

provided a methodforinstant voice messaging system over a plurality ofpacket-switched

networks, the method comprising: providing input audio via a voice-over-internet-protocol

10 (VoIP) telephone connected to a local network; selecting one or more external recipients for

instant voice messaging at a client, the one or more external recipients connected to an

external network outside the local network; generating an instant voice message for the one

or more external recipients using the input audio provided by the VoIP telephone;

transmitting the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the local

15 network and the external network; receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice

message therefor at a server connected to the external network; delivering the instant voice

message to the selected recipients from the server over the external network; and audibly

playing the instant voice message at the selected recipients.

20 According to yet a further embodiment of the present invention,there is

provided a method for instant voice messaging over a plurality of a plurality of packet-

switched networks, the method comprising: selecting one or more recipients connected to a

local network at a client connected to an external network; generating an instant voice
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message for the selected recipients at the client; transmitting the selected recipients and the

instant voice message therefor over the external network from the client to an external server

system; receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice messageat the external server

system; routing the selected recipients and the instant voice message over the external

5 network and the local network; receiving the selected recipients and the instant voice

messagetherefor at a local server connected to the local network; delivering the instant

voice message to the selected recipients over the local network; audibly playing the instant

voice message at the selected recipients.

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become

apparent to one skilled in the art, in view of the following detailed description taken in

combination with the attached drawings, in which:

15 Figure | illustrates an example ofa prior art IP telephony system;

Figure 2 illustrates an exemplary local [VM system for enabling instant voice

messaging according to the present invention;

Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary IVMclient of Figure 2 for enabling instant

voice messaging according to the present invention;

20 Figure 4 illustrates an exemplary IVM server of Figure 2 for enabling instant

voice messaging according to the present invention;

Figure 5 illustrates an exemplary global IVM system comprising a local [VM

system and global [VM clients, according to the present invention;

Fig. 6 illustrates an exemplary global IVM server system depicted in Fig. 5,
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according to the present invention;

Fig. 7 illustrates an exemplary transport server depicted in Fig. 6, according

to the present invention;

Fig. 8 illustrates an exemplary directory server depicted in Fig. 6, according

5 to the present invention; and

Fig. 9 illustrates an exemplary global [VM system comprising a plurality of

local TVM systems and global IVM clients, according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE

10 PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a system and method for enabling local

and global instant VoIP messaging over an IP network with PSTN support.

15 Figure 2 is an exemplary illustration of a local instant voice messaging (IVM)

system 200 according to the present invention. The instant voice messaging system 200

comprises a local [VMserver 202 that provides the core functionality for enabling instant

voice messaging with PSTN support according to the present invention. The architecture of

the local IVM server 202 will be described in detail herembelow with reference to Fig. 4.

20 According to the exemplary IVM system 200, the local IVM server 202 is enabled to

provide instant voice messaging to one or more IVM clients 206 and 208, as well support

instant voice messaging for PSTN legacy telephones 110. It is noted that although Fig. 2

depicts one ofeach IVM client 206, 208 and legacy telephone 110 forclarity and brevity,

the local IVM server 202 is enabled to support a plurality of each of the foregoing [VM
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clients 206, 208 and legacy telephone 110. The local packet-switched IP network 204

interconnects the IVM clients 206, 208 and the legacy telephone 110 to the local IVM server

202 as well as interconnecting the local [VMserver 202 to the local IP network 204. The

network 204 maybe a local area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN), or the like,

the which supports both wired and wireless devices. The exemplary [VM client 208 is a VoIP

softphone, the architecture of which will be described in detail hereinbelow with reference

to Fig. 3. A microphone 212 is connected to the [VM client 208 and enables the recording

of an instant voice message according to the present invention into an audio file 210 for

transmission to the local IVM server 202 over the network 204. An input device 218 (e.g., a

16 keyboard) is connected to the [VM client 208 to select one or more recipients that are to

receive the recorded instant voice message. Although not depicted in Fig. 2, the input

device 218 may include a trackball, digitizing pad or mouse, or the like. A display device

216 is connected to the [VM client 208 to display instant voice messages recorded and/or

received by a user of the [VM client 208. An audio device 214, such as external speaker, is

15 connected to the IVM client 208 to play received instant voice messages. It is noted that the

microphone 212, audio device 214, display device 216 and input device 218 may form

integral parts of the IVM client 208.

Further with reference to Fig. 2, IVM client 206 is interconnected via the

20 network 204 to the local IVM server 202. An exemplary IVMclient 206 is a VoIP

telephone, which comprises a screen display (not shown) capable ofdisplaying instant voice

messages recorded and/or received by a user of the [VM client 206 according to the present

invention. The VoIP telephone 206 further comprises a handset and/or speakerphone for
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recording instant voice messages and listening to instant voice messages received at the

VoIP telephone 206 according to the present invention. The VoIP telephones which may be

implemented to provide instant voice messaging functionality according to the present

| invention are commercially available from many vendors, including Alcatel™, Lucent™,

5 NEC™ and Cisco™, to name just a few. Inadditionto the foregoing [VM clients 206, 208,

the 1VM system 200 supports a legacy telephone 110 for instant voice messaging according

to the present invention. The legacy telephone 110 is connected to a legacy switch 112. The

legacy switch 112 is further connected to a media gateway 114. Both the legacy switch 112

and the media gateway 114 interconnect the legacy telephone 110 via the network 204 to the

10=local IVM server 202, thereby facilitating instant voice messaging according to the present

invention. The media gateway 114 may be a gateway that supports trunk pack network
control (.e,, “TPNCP”) protocol, media gateway control protocol(i.e., “MGCP”), or a

media gateway control H.428 protocol (1.e.,“MEGACO”). As previously mentioned, the

media gateway 114 converts the audio signal carried over PSTN to packets to be transmitted

15 over a packet-switched IP network, such as the local network 204.

The implementation of the instant voice messaging for IVM client 208 will

be described first and will be followed bythe implementations for TVM client 206 and

legacy telephone 110, with reference to the local [VM system 200 depicted in Fig. 2. These

20 implementations implement a “record mode”ofthe instant voice messaging according to the

present invention. There will further be described an “intercom mode”ofthe instant voice

messaging according to the present invention. Therefore, in operation of the IVM client 208

according to Fig. 2, the [VM client [VM softphone) 208 is connected over the network 204
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to the IVM server 202, which as aforementioned enables instant voice messaging

fiinctionality over the network 204. The IVM client 208 displays a list of one or more [VM

recipients on its display 216, provided and stored by the local [VM server 202,as will be

particularly described hereinbelow with reference to Fig. 4. The user operates the [VM

§ client 208 by using the input device 218 to indicate a selection of one or more[VM

recipients from the list. The user selection is transmitted to the [VM server 202. The user

selection also generates a start signal to the [VM client 208 that the user is ready to begin

instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In response to the start signal,

the IVM client (softphone) 208 listens to the input audio device 212 and records the user’s

10 speech into a digitized audio file 210 (Le., instant voice message) stored on the [VM client

208. The audio file 210 at the IVM client 208is finalized via a stop signal, which is

generated by the user via the input device 218 or a preset time period without speech input

via the input audio device 212 on the [VMclient 208. Once the recording of the user’s

speechis finalized, [VM client 208 generates a send signal indicating that the digitized audio

15 file 210 Ginstant voice message) is ready to be sent to the selected recipients. The user

generates the send signal when the user operates the IVM client 208 via the input device

218, e.g., pressing a key on a keyboard orclicking a button on a mouse, The IVM client 208

transmits the digitized audio file 210 and the send signal to the local [VMserver 202. In

response to the send signal indicating that the instant voice message is ready to be sent, the

20 IVM client 208 sends the recorded audio file 210 destined for the selected one or more

recipients via local TVM server 202. After receiving the audio file 210, the IVM server 202

thereafter delivers the transmitted instant voice message to the selected one or more

recipients via the local IP network 204. The one or more recipients are enabled to display an
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indication that the instant voice message has been received and audibly play the instant

voice message to an associated user. It should be understood that onlythe available[VM

recipients, currently connected to the [VM server 202, will receive the instant voice

message. It is noted that ifa recipient IVM client is not currently connected to the local

5 TVM server 202 (i.c., is unavailable), the TVM server temporarily saves the instant voice

message and delivers it to the [VM client when the [VM client connects to the local [VM

server 202 (Le., is available),

There are several embodiments for the operation of the IVM client (VoIP

telephone) 206 within the [VM system 200, according to the present invention. In the first

10 embodiment, the VoIP telephone 206 is a standalone [VM client 206 enabled for instant

voice messaging according to the present invention. In the second embodiment, the VoIP

telephone 206 operates synchronously either with the [VM client 208 or IVM server 202 to

enable instant voice messaging according to the present invention. Thus, in operation

according to the first embodiment in Fig. 2, the [VM client (VoIP telephone) 206 is

15 connected over the network 204 to the IVM server 202, which as aforementioned enables

instant voice messaging functionality over the local network 204. The IVM client 206

displays a list of one or more [VM recipients on its associated display provided and stored

by the local IVMserver 202, as will be particularly described hereinbelow with reference to

Fig. 4. The user operates the IVM client 206 by using a keypad on the VoIP telephone 206

20 to indicate a selection of one or more IVMrecipients from the list. The VoIP telephone 206

transmits the selection to the [VM server 202. The user selection also generates a start

signal to the IVM client 206 indicating the user is ready to begin instant voice messaging
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according to the present invention. The user speaks into the handset of the IVM client 206

or a speakerphone on the IVM client 206. AHhough not shownin Fig. 2, the VoIP telephone

206 may provide a dedicated storage device, which in responseto the start signal records an

audio file, similar to the audio file 210 in the IVM client 208. The audio file is finalized via

5  astop signal. The stop signal is generated when the user presses a button on the keypad, a

preset time period without speech input to the VoIP telephone 206, or when the user returns

the handset to the cradle of the VoIP telephone 206. Once the recording of the user's speech

is complete, a send signal is generated indicating that the instant voice message is ready to

be sent to the selected recipients. The user generates the send signal when the user presses a

10 button on the keypad or returns the handset of the VoIP telephone 206to it cradle (on-hook).

In response to the send signal, the [VMclient 206 sends the recorded audio to the localVM

server 202 via the network 204. The IVM server 202 thereafter delivers the instant voice

message to the selected one or more recipients via the IP network 204. As before, the one or

more recipients are enabled to display an indication that the instant voice message has been

15 received and audibly play the instant voice message. As aforementioned, if a recipientVM

client is not currently connected to the local [VM server 202, the IVM server 202

temporarily saves the instant voice message and deliversit to the [VMclient when the IVM

client connects to the local IVM server 202.

20 In the second embodiment of the IVM client 206 according to Fig. 2, the

VoIP telephone 206 operates synchronously either with the IVM client 208 or the IVM

server 202 to enable instant voice messaging according to the present invention. Thus, in

operation according to the second embodiment, the IVM client (VoIP telephone} 206is still
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connected over the network 204 to the [VM server 202, which as aforementioned enables

instant voice messaging functionality over the local network 204. However, VoIP telephone

206 cooperates with the IVM client 208 or IVM server 202 to record and send an instant

voice message. More specifically, the VoIP telephone 206 is only used as a

5 recording/listening device for recording orlisting to instant voice messages, while the[VM

client 208 is used for displaying and selecting instant voice message recipients as described

hereinabove. In operation, the IVM client 208 displays a list of 1VM recipients on the

display device 216 provided and stored by the local IVMserver 202. The user operates the

IVM client 208 by using the input device 218 on the IVM client 208 to indicate a selection

10 of one or more IVM recipients from the list. The user selection is transmitted to the [VM

server 202. The user selection generates a start signal to the 1VMserver 202 indicating that

the useris ready to begin instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In

response to receiving the start signal, the IVM server 202 transmits a ring signal to the VoIP

telephone 206, thereby indicating to the user the IVM system 200 is ready to record an

15 instant voice message. The IVM server 202 also signals the [VM client 208 to generate

audio file 210 to record the instant voice message. As the user picks up the handset ofthe

VoIP telephone 206 (off-hook), a connectionis established via the network 204 between the

local IVM server 202 andthe VoIP telephone 206. Thereafter, the IVM server 202 forwards

the user’s speech transmitted from VoIP telephone 206 to the IVM client 208 for storage

20 into digitized audio file 210 on the IVM client 208. The audio file 210 is finalized by

returning the handset its cradle (on-hook) or by pressing a designated button on the keypad

VoIP telephone 206, which transmits the stop signal to the [VM server 202 and further from

the IVMserver 202 to the [VM client 208. Returning the handset to its cradle preferably
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generates a send signal to the 1VM server 202, which transmits the signal to the IVM client

208. The VM client thereafter transmits the recorded audio file 210 (instant voice message)

to IVM server 202 for deliveryto the selected one or more 1VM recipients. Alternatively,

the user may press a key on the keyboard 218 to initiate the send signal. In response to the

§ send signal, the [VM client 206 sends the recorded audio to the local [VM server 202 via the

network 204. The IVM server 202 thereafter delivers the instant voice message to the

selected one or more recipients via the IP network 204. The one or morerecipients are

enabled to display an indication that the instant voice message has been received and

audibly play the instant voice message. Ifa recipient IVM clientis not currently connected

10 to the local [VM server 202, the [VM server 202 temporarily saves the instant voice

message and delivers it to the IVM client when the IVM client connects to the localVM

server 202.

In operation of the legacy telephone 110 according to Fig. 2, the legacy

15 telephone 110 is connected to the local [VM server 202 via media gateway 114 and legacy

switch 112. The legacy telephone 110 cooperates with the [VM client 208 to record and

send an inslant voice message. More specifically, the legacy telephone 110 is used as a

recording/listening device for recording orlisting to instant voice messages, while the [VM

client 208 is used for displaying and selecting instant voice message recipients as described

20 hereinabove. Thus, in operation the IVM client 208 displays a list ofVM recipients on the

display device 216 provided and stored by the local [VM server 202. The user operates the

IVM client 208 by using the input device 218 on the IVM client 208to indicate a selection

of one or more IVM recipients from thelist. The user selection is transmitted to the [VM
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server 202. The user selection generates a start signal to the [VM server 202 indicating that

the user is ready to begin instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In

response to receiving the start signal, the [VM server 202 transmits an emulation codeto the

legacy telephone 110 to ring, thereby indicating to the user the IVM system 200 is ready to

5 record an instant voice message. As the user picks up the handset of the legacy telephone

110 (off-hook), a connection is established via the network 204 between the legacy

telephone 110 and the IVM server 202. Thereafter, the [VM server forwards the user’s

speech transmitted from the legacy telephone 110 to the IVM client 208 for storage into the

digitized audio file 210 (i.e., instant voice message). The audio file on the [VM client 208 is

10 finalized by returning the handset of the legacy telephone 110 to its cradle (on-hook) or by

pressing a designated button on the keypad ofthe legacy telephone 110, which transmits a

stop signal to the [VM server 202 and further to the [VM client 208. Returning the handset

to its cradle also generates a send signal to the [VM serverto transmit the recorded audiofile

(instant voice message) to the selected one or more IVM recipients. The I1VM server 202

15 thereafter delivers the instant voice message to the selected one or more recipients via the IP

network 204. The one or more recipients are enabled to display an indication that the

received instant voice message has been received and audibly play the instant voice

message. Ifa recipient [VMclient is not currently connected to the local [VM server 202,

the IVM server 202 temporarily saves the instant voice message and deliversit te the IVM

20~~client when the [VM client connects to the local TVM server 202.

Regarding the operational embodiments described with reference to Fig. 2 for

recoding and transmitting an instant voice message according to the present invention, the
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digitized audiofile is preferably compressed by applying a compression algorithm before

sending the audio file to the one or more selected recipients. The audio file is preferably

compressed within the [VMclients 206, 208 before forwarding the audiofile to theVM

server 202 for subsequent delivery to the one or more selected recipients. Alternatively, the

5 compression may be implemented within the TVMserver 202 before the audio file is

transmitted to the one or more selected recipients. A Lempel-Ziv compression algorithm is

preferably used to compress the audio file according to the present invention. It is noted that

many suitable compression algorithms are known to personsofskill in the art, including

Huffman encoding, audio compression standards promulgated by the Moving Pictures

10 Experts Group(“MPEG”), G.722 wideband speech encoding standard, fractal compression,

and wavelet compression. Any of the foregoing compression algorithms may be

implemented within the scope of the present invention.

Further regarding the operational embodiments described with reference to

15 Fig. 2 for recoding and transmitting an instant voice message according to the present

invention, the digitized audio file (which may or may not be compressed as described above)

is further preferably encrypted via an encryption algorithm before transmitting the audio file

to the one or more selected recipients. The encryption is preferably implemented within the

IVM clients 206, 208 before forwarding the audio file to the [VM server 202 for subsequent |

20 delivery to the one or more selected recipients. Alternatively, the encryption may be

implemented within the IVM server 202 before the audiofile is transmitted to the one or

more selected recipients. An AES (Rijndael) encryption algorithm is preferably used to

encrypt the audio file according to the present invention. It is noted that many suitable
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encryption algorithms are known to persons skilled in the art, including DES, ‘Triple DES,

Blowfish, Twofish, Serpent, and the like. Any of the foregoing encryption algorithms may

be implemented within the scope of the present invention.

5 Lastly with reference to Fig. 2, in addition to the “record mode”of instant

voice messaging, the instant voice messaging system 200 also supports an “intercom mode”

ofvoice messaging. The “intercom mode”represents real-time instant voice messaging. In

the “intercom mode,”instead of creating an audio file 210, one or more buffers (not shown)

of a predetermined size are generated in the IVM client 206, 208 or local IVM server 202.

10 The one or more buffers are used to automatically write successive portionsof the instant

voice message. Onceafirst bufferis full, i.e., input audio of the predetermined size is

written to the buffer, the content of the first buffer is automatically transmitted to theVM

server 202 for transmission to the one or more IVM recipients. A second bufferis

meanwhile written with the next successive portion of input audio. Once, the second buffer

15 is full, 1.e., input audio of the predetermined size is written to the buffer, the content of the

second buffer is transmitted to the [VM server 202 for transmission to the one or moreVM

recipients. If the entire instant voice message or a successive portion thereof (such as a last

successive portion in the instant voice message) written to either buffer is smaller the

predetermined size, then the buffered content of less than the predetermined size is

20 automatically transmitted to the IVM server 202. The foregoing buffering using thefirst and

second buffers is repeated until the entire instant voice message has been transmitted to the

IVM server 202 for transmission to the one or more [VM recipients. It is noted that the

invention is notlimited to a particular number of buffers. The foregoing buffering and
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transmission allows a “real-time” instant voice message to be transmitted to the one or more

IVM recipients. The “intercom mode” may be designated as a default mode when an IVM

recipient is on-line, while the “record mode” may be designated as a default if the IVM

recipient is unavailable, i.e., not on-line. The user may easily change the “intercom mode”

5 to the “record mode”onthe respective IVM client 206, 208. Finally, the audio contents of

the buffers may be signal processed (for clarity), encrypted and compressed before

transmission, as will be described in moredetail hereinbelow with reference to Fig.3.

Fig 3. an exemplary illustration of the architecture in the [VM client 208 for

10—senabling instant voice messaging according to the present invention. More specifically, the

IVM client 208 comprises a client platform 302 for generating an instant voice message and

a messaging system 320 for messaging between the [VMclient 208 and the TVM server 202

for enabling instant voice messaging according to the present invention. The IVM client

208 is a general-purpose programmable computer equipped with a network interface (not

15 shown), such as an Ethernet card, to provide connectivity to the network 204. It is noted

that any suitable networking protocol, not only Ethernet, could be used to connect the1VM

client to a network 204 and thus is considered within the scope of the present invention. The

client platform 302 comprises a client engine 304, which controls other components, namely

the document handler 306, file manager 308, audio file creation 312, signal processing 314,

20 encryption/decryption 316, and compression/decompression 318. The messaging system

320 and the client engine 304 communicate via standard inter-process communication. The

messaging system 320 and client engine 304 also communicate with the IVM server 202

over the network interface via the network 204. The document handler 396 oversees the
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retrieving, sending, receiving and storing of one or more documents (or files) attached to

instant voice messages from/to the one or more selected IVM recipients that may be

communicating with the IVM client 208. More specifically, when an instant voice message

is to be transmitted to the one or more IVMrecipients, one or more documents may be

5 attached to the instant voice message to be, stored or displayed by the one or more selected.

IVM recipients. The file manager accesses a message database 310, in which both the

received and recorded instant voice messages are represented as database records, each

record comprising a message identifier and the instant voice message. Thefile manager 308

services requests from the user to record, delete or retrieve messages to/from the message

10 database 310. Audiofile creation 312 creates an instant voice message as audiofile 210,

and is responsible for recetving input speech for the instant voice message from audio input

device 212 or via network 204 and storing the input speech into audiofile 210. Signal

processing 314 performs noise removal and signal optimization in the audio file 210.

Encryption/decryption 316 provides for respectively encrypting/decrypting of

15 outgoing/incoming audiofiles (i-e., instant voice messages), and

compression/decompression 318 respectively compresses/decompresses the

outgoing/incoming audio files.

Further with reference to Fig. 3, the reception ofan stant voice message 1s

20 described asfollows. It is assumed that the local IVM server 202 has determined that the

IVMclient 208 is available to receive an instant voice message by checking theVM

client’s 208 current status, i.c., whether the IVM client 208 is “on-line.” The localVM

server 202 maintains the current status of the [VMclients connected to the local IVM server
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202, i.c., IVM clients 206, 208. It is further assumed that an IVM client has transmitted an

instant voice message to the [VMclient 208. The local [VM server 202 receives the instant

voice message over the local IP network 204 and forwards the instant voice message to the

IVMclient 208. Upon receipt at the IVMclient 208, the instant voice message is decrypted

5 at 316, decompressed at 318, and stored in the message database 310 using the file manager

308. Any files attached to the instant voice message are also stored in the message database

310 using the file manager 308. A visual and/or soundeffect is initiated to notify a user of

the IVMclient 208 that a newinstant voice message has been received at the IVM client

208. At this point in time, the instant voice message and anyfile attachments are available

10 tothe user. The user can select the instant voice message from a listing of available instant

voice messages displayed on the IVM client 208 and play the newly received instant voice

message. The user may also open any file attachments and moveor savethe files to a

separate location on the client using a drag-and-drop process.

15 Still further with reference to Fig. 3, the generation and transmission of an

instant voice message is described as follows. The user selects the available one or more

IVMrecipients and initiates the creation of an instant voice message as described above

with reference to Fig. 2. The client engine 304 detects thestart signal and invokes audio file

creation 312 of the audio file 210. The audio file 210 is initialized and captures the audio

20 voice message input by the user. Oncethe client engine 304 detects a stop signal, the instant

voice message is finalized in the audio file 210 via audio file creation 312. The audiofiie

210 is adjusted for gain, and noise is removed via signal processing 314. The audiofile 210

is further compressedat 318 and encrypted at 316. The completion of these processes
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causes the client engine 304 to inform the user via display 216 that the instant voice message

is available to be sent. After the client engine 304 detects the send signal from the user, the

instant voice message (audio file 210) is transferred to the local 'VM server 202. Before

the transmission of the instant voice message(1.¢., before the send signal), the user has the

5 option to review the instant voice message, re-record the instant voice message, delete the

instant voice, as well as attach one or morefiles (L.e., documents). The attachment of one or

morefiles is enabled conventionally via a methodology such as “drag-and-drop” and the

like, which invokes the document handler 306 to make the appropriate linkages to the one or

morefiles and flags the messaging system 320 that the instant voice message also has the

10~~attached one or morefiles.

Fig 4. an exemplary illustration of the local IVM server 202 for enabling

instant voice messaging according to the present invention. The IVM server 202 is a

general-purpose programmable computer equipped with a network interface, such as an

15 Ethernet card, to provide connectivity to a network 204. It is noted that any suitable

networking protocol may be implemented to connect the [VM server 202 to a network 204.

The IVM server 202 comprises a server communication platform 402, a messaging system

436 and a database 414, thereby enabling instant voice messaging according to the present

invention. The server communication platform 402 comprises a server engine 404,client

20 manager 406, station manager 408, gateway manager 410, database manager 412 that

accesses database 414, supplemental servers 416 (including particular server subsystems

418-424), as well as a control layer 426 (including non-proprietary server subsystems 428,

430 and proprietary server subsystems 432, 434). The messaging system 436 and the server
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engine 304 communicate via standard inter-process communication. The messaging system

436 and the server engine are also able to communicate with the IVM clients 206, 208 over

the network interface via the network 204, The database 414 stores users (e.g., [VM clients

as well as legacy telephone clients) that are known to theVM server 202 via the database

5 manager 412. The users are represented in the database as records, each record comprising a

user name, a password, and a contactlist (a list of other users with whom the user wishes to

exchange instant voice messages), and other data relating to the user. The database manager

412 services requests to add, update, delete, or retrieve database records to/from the

database 414. The password may be stored in the database 414 as plaintext, in encrypted

10 form, or as a hash (e.g., MDS hash). The messaging system 436 communicates to the server

engine 404 via message objects.

A message object comprises an action field, an ID field, a source field, a

destination field, and an object field. The content of the action field is selected froma list

of permitted actions, which among other actions includes: connect, disconnect, subscribe,

15 unsubscribe, and post message. In addition, the actions include: determining if an [VM

client is awake (1.e., pinging), disconnecting from the IVM client, processing an IVM client

message, and notifying [VM clients if the IVM server 202 goes down. The client messages

include sending an instant voice message portions, checkin message, send message, set

status message, send a phone command message, and send control parameters message. The

20 ~content of the ID field represents a unique identifier for the message object. The content of

the source field is a globally unique identifier (“GUID”) that uniquely identifies the sender

of the message. This unique identifier can be generated by any known way, including the
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Globally Unique ID function call available in the Microsoft Windows and Microsoft NET

environments. In some circumstances,the sourcefield is set to a special value to indicate

that the sender of the message objectis entitled to special privileges. The senders with

special privileges are in fact [VMservers. This allows the [VM servers to broadcast

5 messages to one another, subscribe to special events, anddirectly send messages to specific

IVMservers. These privileges can depend upon whether the [VM servers are local servers

or global servers. As an example, there can exist more than one local TVM server, each of

these local IVM servers automatically has privileges to communicate to other local [VM

server. On a global server system, a directory server can communicate with one or more

10 transport servers. The content of the destination field is a GUID of an intended [VM

recipient of the instant voice message. The content of the object field is a block of data

being carried by the message object, which may be, for example, a digitized instant voice

message. Depending on the circumstances in which the message objectis sent, some of the

message object fields may be left blank or ignored. For example, the message object may

15 merely require an action to be performed based upon the GUID supplied. Inthis case, the

action does not necessarily require any data to be sent or received and some of the message

object’s fields may be left blank or ignored.

Connection objects maintain the logical connections between the [VM server

202 and IVM clients 206, 208 connected to the IVM server 202. More specifically, a

20 connection object comprises data representing the state of the connection and code (one or

more methods) for establishing and maintaining the logical connections between the VM

server 202 and the IVM clients 206, 208 within the IVM system 200 of Fig. 2. The
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connection object can contain both data and/or commands, including information that

describes the socket, the size of the data to be transferred, and the priority of the transfer

(e.g., high, normal, low, unknown). Onstart up the local IVM server 202 generates and

maintains a list for each [VM client 206, 208. The local IVM server 202 then waits to

5 receive connection objects from the [VM clients 206, 208 that are stored in the respective

lists, decodes the received connection objects to obtain specific requests, and then services

the specific requests from the IVM clients 206, 208.

Further with reference to Fig. 4, the server engine 404 controls all other

subsystemsin the server communication platform 402, and it is responsible for startup and

10 shutdown of the [VM server 202 and the IVM system 200. The client manager 406 controls

the IVM clients 206, 208, providing contact presence (connection) information and message

scheduling and delivery. The station manager 408 controls the individual legacy telephone

110 and coordinates its activity to work synchronously with the [VM client 208 and server

202. The gateway manager 410 enables the [VM server 202 to communicate with the

15 legacy telephones, such as legacy telephone 110. The control layer 426 comprises a

plurality of server subsystems 428-434, each ofwhich provides translation services to

different proprietary and non-proprietary gateways 114, such asTPNCP, MGCP,and

MEGACOgateways. The proprietary server subsystems 428, 430 and non-proprietary

server subsystems 432, 434 are connected to respective gateways 114 via the local IP

20 network 204. The supplemental server subsystems 416 provide a number of required

services such as display manager subsystem 418, dynamic host configuration protocol (.e.,

“DHCP”) subsystem 420, trivial file transfer protocol G.e., “TFTP”) server subsystem 422,
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and hypertexttransfer protocol (i.e.,“HTTP”). Each of the supplemental servers 418-424 in

the subsystem 416 is used during the initial set-up of the [VM system 200. The boot-up

process and allocation of IP addresses to [VM clients 206, 208 are performed through an

LCD panel (not shown) associated with the local [VM server 202. The LCD manager 418

§ supports this boot-up process. The DHCP server 420 is used to allocate IP addresses as

required and allows the advanced configuration of network settings in the instant voice

messaging system. The TFTP server 422 provides a TCP/IP file transfer capability. Lastly,

the HTTP server 424 provides services for a web server.

10 Figure 5 is an exemplary illustration of a global instant voice messaging

(1VM)system 500, according to the present invention. In the global [VM system 500,the

local TVM system 200 is depicted as a local TVM system 510, which is connected to a

packet-switched network 102 (i.e., Internet). The global IVMsystem 500 comprises the

local FVM system 510, global [VM server system 502, and global [VM clients 506 and 508

15 that are optionally connected via local IP network 504. The global [VM server system 502

is connected to the IP network (i.¢., Internet) 102 for enabling the local IVM clients 206,

208 and legacy telephone 110 in the local IVM system 510 to generate and send instant

voice messages to the global IVM clients 506, 508, as well as the local IVMclients 206, 208

to receive instant voice messages from the global IVM clients 506, 508. The

20 implementation of the global instant voice messaging for the IVM client 208 will be

described first and will be followed bythe implementations for [VM client 206 and legacy

telephone 110, with reference to the global IVMsystem 500 depicted in Fig. 5. Thereafter,

instant voice messaging for global clients 506 and 508 will be described according to the
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present invention. These implementations implement a “record mode”ofthe instant voice

messaging according to the present invention. Thereafter, there will lastly be described an

“intercom mode”of the instant voice messaging according to the present invention.

5 Therefore, in operation of the IVM client 208 accordingto Fig. 5, theVM

client 208 is connected via the networks 204, 102 to the global IVM server system 502,

which enables the global instant voice messaging functionality outside the local IVM system

510 over the network (.e., Internet) 102. More specifically, the 1VM client 208 requests

from the global IVM server system 502 a global contact list (not shown) of global one or

i0=more IVM recipients with which the FVM client 208 may exchange instant voice messages.

For the purposesofillustration, it is assumed that global LVMclients 506, 508 are in the

contact list. The global [VM server system 502 stores and maintains this contactlist. Thus,

the global IVM server system 502 responds by transmitting the contact list to the [VM client

208. The IVM client 208 displays the contact list on its display 216. Alternatively, the

15 global contact list may be replicated to the local TVMserver 202 within the local [VM

system 510, in which case the local [VM client 208 obtains the global contactlist from the

local IVM server 202. The user operates the IVM client 208 by using the input device 218

to indicate a selection of one or more IVM recipients from the global contact list. Here, for

the purposes ofillustration it is again assumed that IVM client 208 selected global IVM

20~—sclients 506, 508. The user selection is transmitted to the [VM server 202. The user

selection also generates a start signal to the [VM client 208 that the user is ready to begin

instant voice messaging. In responseto the start signal, the [VM client 208 listens to the

input audio device 212 and records the user’s speech into a digitized audiofile 210 (ie.,
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instant voice message) stored on the IVM client 208. The audio file 210 is finalized via a

stop signal, which is generated by the user via the input device 218 or a preset time period

without speech input via the input audio device 212. Once the recordingis finalized, the

IVM client 208 generates a send signal indicating that the digitized audio file 210 (instant

5 voice message) is ready to be sent to the selected one or more IVM recipients. The user

generates the send signal when the user operates the [VM client 208 via the input device

218. The IVM client 208 transmits the digitized audio file 210 and the send signal to the

global IVM server system 502 via the local IP network 204 and the global IP network 102.

After receiving the audio file 210, the global IVM server system 502 delivers the transmitted

10 instant voice messageto the selected one or more recipients(e.g.,VMclients 506 and 508)

via the IP network 102. The one or morerecipients are enabled to display an indication that

the instant voice message has been received and audibly play the instant voice message to an

associated user. It is noted that ifa recipient [VM client 506, 508 is not currently connected

to the global IVM server system 502, the global [VMserver system 502 temporarily saves

is_the instant voice message and delivers it to the global [VM client 506, 508 when the [VM

client connects to the global IVM server system 502.

There are several embodiments for the operation of the IVM client (VoIP

telephone) 206 within the global IVM system 500 of Fig. 5, according to the present

20 ~+invention. In the first embodiment, the VoIP telephone 206 is a standalone IVM client 206

enabled for instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In the second

embodiment, the VoIP telephone 206 operates synchronously with the IVM client 208 to

enable instant voice messaging according to the present invention. Thus, in operation
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accordingto the first embodimentin Fig. 5, the [VM client 206 is connected via the

networks 204, 102 to the global IVMserver system 502, which enables instant voice

messaging functionality over the IP network (Internet) 102. As mentioned previously, the

IVM client 206 is also connected to the local [VM server 202. The IVM client 208 requests

5 from the global [VM server system 502 a global contact list (not shown) of the global one or

more [VM recipients with which the IVMclient 206 may exchange instant voice messages.

For the purposes of illustration,it is assumed that the global [VMclients 506, 508 are in the

contact list. The global IVM server system 502 stores and maintains this contact list. Thus,

the global IVM server system 502 responds by transmitting the global contactlist to the

10 IVMclient 206. Alternatively, the global contact list may be replicated to the local IVM

server 202 within the local I'VM system 510, in which case the local [VM client 206 obtains

the global contact list from the local [VM server 202. The IVM client 206 displays a list of

the one or more IVM recipients on its associated display. The user operates the [VM client

206 by using a keypad on the VoIP telephone 206 to indicate a selection of one or more

15 TVM recipients from the list. The VoIP telephone 206 transmits the selection to the global

IVMserver system 502. The user selection also generates a start signal to the [VM client

206 indicating the user is ready to begin instant voice messaging according to the present

invention. The user speaks into the handset of the [VM client 206 or a speakerphone on the

IVMclient 206. Although not shown in Fig. 5, the VoIP telephone 206 may provide a

20 dedicated storage device, which in response to the start signal records an audiofile, similar

to the audio file 210 in the IVM client 208. The audio file is finalized via a stop signal. The

stop signal is generated when the user presses a button on the keypad, a preset time period

without speech input to the VoIP telephone 206, or when the user returns the handset to the
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cradle of the VoIP telephone 206. Once the recording of the user’s speech is compiete, a

send signal is generated indicating that the instant voice message is ready to be sent to the

selected recipients. The user generates the send signal when the user presses a button on the

keypad or returns the handset of the VoIP telephone 206 to it cradle. In response to the send

5 signal, the IVM client 206 sends the recorded audiofile (instant voice message) to the global

IVMserver system 502 via the networks 204, 102 for delivery to the selected one or more

IVM recipients. The global [VM server 502 thereafter delivers the instant voice message to

the selected one or more recipients (e.g.,VM clients 506 and 508)via the IP network 102.

Asbefore, the one or more recipients are enabled to display an indication that the instant

10 voice message has been received andaudibly playthe instant voice message. Ifa recipient

IVMclientis not currently connected to the global [VMserver system 502, the global [VM

server system 502 temporarily saves the instant voice message and delivers it to the [VM

client when the [VM client connects to the global [VM server system 502.

£5 In the second embodiment of the IVM client 206 according to Fig. 5, the

VoIP telephone 206 operates synchronously with the [VM client 208 to enable globalinstant

voice messaging accordingto the present invention, Thus, in operation according to the

second embodimentin Fig. 5, the VoIP telephone 206 is connected over the network 204 to

the IVM client 208 and the IVM client 208 is connected via the networks 204, 102 to the

20. ~+global IVM server system 502, which enables instant voice messaging functionality over the

IP network (Internet) 102. The VoIP telephone 206 cooperates with the LVM client 208 to

record and send a global instant voice message outside the local IVM system 510. The IVM

client 208 displays a global contact list of [VM recipients (not shown) on the display device
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216 provided by the global IVM server system 502, as described hereinabove.

Alternatively, the global contact list may be replicated to the local IVM server 202 within

the local IVM system 510, in which case the IVM client 208 obtains the global contactlist

from the local IVM server 202. The user operates the IVM client 208 byusing the input

5 device 218 to indicate a selection of one or more IVM recipients from the contactlist. The

user selection generatesa start signal in the [VM client 208 indicating that the user is ready

to begin instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In response to thestart

signal, the [VM client 208 generates audio file 210 to record an instant voice message and

transmits a ring signal to the VoIP telephone 206. As the user picks up the handset of the

10  VolP telephone 206 (off-hook), a connection is established via the network 204 between the

local [VM client 208 and the VoIP telephone 206. Thereafter, the VoIP telephone 206

forwards the user’s speech to the [VM client 208 for storage into the audio file 210. The

audio file 210 is finalized by returning the handset its cradle (on-hook) or by pressing a

designated button on the keypad VoIP telephone 206, which transmits the stop signal to the

is TVMclient 208. Returning the handsetto its cradle preferably generates a send signal to the

IVMclient 208. The IVM client thereafter transmits the recorded audio file 210 (instant

voice message) to the global [VM server system 502 via networks 204, 102 for delivery to

the selected one or more IVM recipients. Alternatively, the user may press a key on the

keyboard 218 to initiate the send signal. In response to the send signal, the [VM client 208

20 sends the recorded audio file to the global IVM server system 502 for delivery to the

selected one or more IVM recipients. The global IVM server system 502 thereafter delivers

the instant voice message to the selected one or more recipients (e.g., [VM clients 506 and

508} via the IP network 102. As before, the one or more [VMrecipients are enabled to
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display an indication that the instant voice message has been received and audibly play the

instant voice message. If a recipient [VMclient is not currently connected to the global

IVM server system 502, the global IVM server system 502 temporarily saves the instant

voice message and delivers it to the IVM client when the [VM client connects to the global

5 EVM server system 302.

In operation of the legacy telephone 110 accordingto Fig.5, the legacy

telephone 110 is connected to the local IVM client 208 via media gateway 114, legacy

switch 112 and network 204. The legacy telephone 110 cooperates with the IVM client 208

10 to record and send an instant voice message outside the local TVM system 510. More

specifically, the legacy telephone 110 is used as a recording/listening device for recording or

listing to instant voice messages, while the IVM client 208 is used for displaying and

selecting instant voice message recipients as described hereinabove. Thus, in operation the

IVM client 208 requests from the global [VM server system 502 aglobal contact list of

15 global one or more IVM recipients with which the IVM client 208 may exchangeinstant

voice messages. Alternatively, the global contact list may be replicated to the localVM

server 202 within the localVM system 510, in which case the IVM client 208 obtains the

global contactlist from the local IVM server 202. The IVM client 208 displays the global

list of [VM recipients, as described hereinabove. The user operates the IVM client 208 to

20 indicate a selection of one or more IVM recipients from the globai contactlist. The [VM

client 208 transmits the user selection to the global IVM server system 502. The user

selection generates a start signal in the IVM client 208 indicating that the useris ready to

begin instant voice messaging according to the present invention. In response to the start
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signal, the FVM client 208 transmits an emulation code to the legacy telephone 110 to ring,

thereby indicating to the user the global 1VM system 500 is ready to record an instant voice

message. Asthe user picks up the handset of the legacy telephone 110 (off-hook), a

connection is established via the network 204 between the legacy telephone 110 and the

5 I[VMclient 208. Thereafter, the user’s speech is transmitted from the legacy telephone 110

to the IVM client 208 for storage into the digitized audio file 210 (i.e., instant voice

message). The audiofile 210 is finalized by returning the handset of the legacy telephone

' 110 to its cradle (on-hook)or by pressing a designated button on the keypad of the legacy

telephone 110, which transmits a stop signal to the [VMclient 208. Returning the handset

10 to its cradle mayalso generate a send signal to the IVM client 208 to transmit the recorded

audio file (instant voice message) to the global FVM server system 52 for delivery to the

selected one or more [VM recipients. Alternatively, the send signal is preferably generated

from the [VM client 208 as described hereinabove. The global [VM server system 502

thereafter delivers the instant voice message to the selected one or more 1VM recipients via

15 the IP network (Intemet) 102. The one or more recipients are enabled to display an

indication that the instant voice message has been received and audibly play the instant

voice message. Ifa recipient IVM client is not currently connected to the global [VM server

system 502, the global IVM server system 502 temporarily saves the instant voice message

and delivers it to the IVM client when the [VM client connects to the global IVM server

200 «502.

Further with reference to Fig. 5, the instant voice messaging for globalclients

506 and 508 will be described according to the present invention. In a first embodiment,
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each ofthe global IVM clients 506, 508 is enabled to independently send an instant voice

message, The IVM clients 506, 508 have like peripheral devices and functionality described

respectively with reference to local [VM clients 206, 208 in Fig. 2. In second embodiment

described below, the VoIP telephone 506 operates in conjunction with the [VM client 508 to

5 send an instant voice message. Therefore, in operation of the global 'VM clients 506 and

508 according the first embodiment in Fig. 5, the [VM clients 506, 508 are connected via the

networks 204, 102 to the global IVM server system 502, which enables the global instant

voice messaging functionality outside the local IVM system 510 over the network(i.e.,

Internet) 102. Each of the global IVM clients 506, 508 is enabled to request from the global

10 IVM server system 502 a contactlist (not shown) of global one or more TVM recipients with

which each of the global IVM client 506, 508 may exchange instant voice messages. For

the purposesofthis illustration, it is assumed that the TVM clients 206 and 208 within the

local [VM system 510 are in the contact list for each global [VM client 506, 508. The

global [VM server system 502 stores and maintains the foregoing contact list for each global

15 [VM client 506, 508. Upon request, the global [VM server system 502 responds by

transmitting the contact list to each of the [VM clients 506, 508. Each of the IVM clients

506, 508 displays the contact list on its display. The user operates the [VM client 506, 508

to indicate a selection of one or more [VM recipients from the contact list. Each of the

global IVM clients 506, 508 transmits the user selection to the global [VM server system

20 502. The user selection also generates a start signal to the IVM clients 506, 508 that the user

is ready to begin instant voice messaging. In responseto the start signal, the [VM clients

506, 508 record the user's speech into a digitized audio file (i.e., instant voice message)

stored on the global IVM clients 506, 508. The audio file is finalized via a stop signal,
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whichis generated by the user by operating the global IVM client 506, 508. Once the

recordingis finalized, the 1VMclient 506, 508 generates a send signal indicating that the

digitized audio file (instant voice message) is ready to be sent to the selected one or more

recipients. The user generates the send signal when the user operates the global [VM client

5 506,508. The IVM client 208 transmits the digitized audio file and the send signal to the

global IVM server system 502. After receiving the audiofile, the global IVM server system

502 delivers the transmitted inslant voice message to the local IVM server 202 in the local

IVM system 510 for delivery to the selected one or more recipients (e.g., local IVM clients

206 and 208)via the local IP network 204. The one or more recipients [VM 206, 208 are

10 enabled to display an indication that the instant voice message has been received and

audibly play the instant voice message to an associated user. It is noted that if a recipient

IVM client 206, 208 is not currently connected to the local [VM server 202, the IVM server

202 temporarily saves the instant voice message and delivers it to the localVM client 206,

208 when the [VM client connects to the local 1VM server 202.

In the second embodiment of the [VM client 506 according to Fig. 5, the

VoIPtelephone 506 operates synchronously with the [VM client 508 to enable global instant

voice messaging according to the present invention. In this embodiment, the VoIP

telephone 506 and the IVM client 508 may be located in a user’s residence and be connected

20 toa local IP network 504. This local IP network 504 can be a WiFi network or a local area

network (i.e., LAN), which is also within the user’s residence. The local iP network 504

may be connectedto the IP network (Internet) 102 via a digital subscriber line (i.c., DSL)

connection, cable connection, dialup connection, or the like. As noted above, theVM
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clients 506, 508 have like peripheral devices and functionality described respectively with

reference to local [VM clients 206, 208 in Fig. 2. Thus, in operation accordingto this

embodiment in Fig. 5, the global TVM client 508 requests from the global IVMserver

system 502 a contactlist of global one or more IVM recipients with which each of the global

5 TVMclient 508 may exchange instant voice messages. For the purposesofthis illustration,

it is assumedthat the [VM clients 206 and 208 within the local VM system 510 are in the

contact list for the global IVM client 508. The global IVM server system 502 stores and

maintains the foregoing contact list for the global IVM client 508. The IVM client 308

displays a contact list of IVM recipients on the associated display device provided by the

10 global IVM server system 502, as described hereinabove. The user operates the 1VM client

508 by using the associated input device to indicate a selection of one or more [VM

recipients from the contact list. The user selection generatesa start signal in the IVM client

508 indicating that the user is ready to begin instant voice messaging according to the

present invention. In response to the start signal, the [VM client 508 generates audiofile to

15 record an instant voice message and transmits a ring signal to the VoIP telephone 506 via

local IP network 504. As the user picks up the handset of the VoIP telephone 206 (off-

hook}, a connection is established via the local network 504 between the local [VM client

508 and the VoIP telephone 506. Thereafter, the VoIP telephone 506 forwards the user’s

speech to the IVM client 508 for storage into the audio file at the [VM client 508. The audio

20 file is finalized by returning the handsetits cradle (on-hook) or by pressing a designated

button on the keypad associated with the VoIP telephone 506, which transmits the stop

signal to the [VM client 508. Returning the handsetto its cradle preferably generates a send

signal to the [VM client 508. The IVM clientthereafter transmits the recorded audio file
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(instant voice message) to the global TVMserver system 502 for delivery to the selected one

or more IVM recipients. Alternatively, the user may press a key on the input device

associated with the IVM client 508 to initiate the send signal. In response to the sendsignal,

the IVMclient 508 sends the recorded audio file to the global IVM server system 502 for

5 delivery to the selected one or more IVM recipients. The global IVM server system 502

thereafter transmits the instant voice message to the local VM server 202 for delivery

selected one or more recipients (e.g., local [VM clients 206 and 208) via the local IP

network 204. As before, the one or more recipients are enabled to display an indication that

the instant voice message has been received and audiblyplay the instant voice message. Ifa

10 recipient [VM client is not currently connected to the local IVM server 202,the local [VM

server 202 temporarily saves the instant voice message and deliversit to the [VM client

when the [VM client connects to the local [VM server 202.

Lastly with reference to Fig. 5, in addition to the “record mode” of instant

15 voice messaging as described above, the instant voice messaging system 500 also supports

an “intercom mode”of the instant voice messaging. The “intercom mode”represents real-

time instant voice messaging. In the “intercom mode,”instead of creating an audiofile as

described hereinabove, one or more buffers (not shown) of a predetermined size are

generated. The buffers may be generated in any one of the IVM clients 206, 208, 506 and

20 508, depending on how the global IVMsystem 500is defined. The one or more buffers are

used to automatically write successive portions of the instant voice message, Oncea first

buffer is full, i.e., input audio of the predeterminedsize is written to the buffer, the content

of the first buffer is automatically transmitted. If the transmission is generated at a local
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IVM client 206, 208 and destined for one or more local [VM recipients, the content of the

first buffer is transmitted to the local TVM server 202 for delivery to the local one or more

recipients. If the transmission is generated at a local IVM client 206, 208 and destined for

one or more global IVM recipients 506, 508, the content of the first buffer is transmitted to

5 the global IVM server system 502 for delivery to the one or more global recipients. In

addition, if the transmission is generated at a global IVMclient 506, 508 and destined for

the other global 1VM clients, the content of the first buffer is transmitted to the global IVM

server system 502, such as for example clients 506, 508. Lastly, if the transmission is

generated at a global IVM client 506, 508 and destined for the local IVM clients 206, 208,

10 the content of the first buffer is transmitted to the global [VM server system 502 and further

transmitted by the global IVM server 502 to the local IVM server 202 for delivery to clients

206, 208 within the local IVM system 510. A secona buffer is meanwhile written with the

next successive portion of input audio. Once, the second bufferis full, i.e., input audio of

the predetermined size is written to the buffer, the content of the second buffer is transmitted

15  insimilar fashion to thefirst buffer. If the entire instant voice message or a successive

portion thereof (such as a last successive portion in the instant voice message) written to

either buffer is smaller the predetermined size, then the buffered content of less than the

predeterminedsize is automatically transmitted to the [VMserver 202. The foregoing

buffering using the first and second buffers is repeated until the entire instant voice message

20 has been transmitted as described above. It is noted that the invention is notlimited to a

particular numberofbuffers. The foregoing buffering and transmission allows a “real-time”

instant voice message to be transmitted to the one or more local, as well as global,VM

recipients. The “intercom mode” may be designated as a default mode when an IVM
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recipient is on-line, while the “record mode” may be designated as a default if the VM

recipient is unavailable, i.e., not on-line. The user may easily change the “intercom mode”

to the “record mode” on the respective [VM client 206, 208, 506, 508. Finally, the audio

contents of the buffers may be signal processed (for clarity), encrypted and compressed

5 before transmission, as was described previously.

Fig. 6 is an exemplary detailed illustration 600 of the global IVM server

system 502 depicted in Fig. 5, according to the present invention. More specifically, the

local IVM system 510 described in Fig. 5 is connected via the IP network (Internet) 102 to

10 the global IVM server system 502. The global IVM server system 502 comprises an IVM

transport server mesh 602 and an VM directory server 608. The IVM transport server mesh

602 comprises a plurality of interconnected [VM transport servers 604, 606. Although the

mesh 602 is depicted as having two [VM transport servers 604, 606, it is to be understood

that as many IVMtransport servers as are desired or required for redundancy and load

15 balancing may be interconnected ina mesh. The [VM transport servers 604, 606 may be

centrally located and configured to communicate(1.e., forward and receive messages) with

local VM clients 206, 208, local [VM server 202 and global IVM client 506, 508 (not

depicted in Fig. 6), The plurality of [VM transport servers 604, 606 in the TVM transport

server mesh 602 permits load balancing and redundancyin the globalVM system 500. The

20~—directory server 608 maintains a transport serverlist of all the [VM transport servers 604,

606 currently connecting to the mesh 602. Each of the IVM transport servers 604, 606 first

connects to the directory server 608. The directory server 608 informs each of the

connecting [VM transport servers 604, 606 of all the other IVM transport servers currently
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in the mesh 602 based on an active list (not shown) of transport servers 604, 606 in the mesh

602. The connecting [VM transport server then connects to each of the IVM transport

servers in the transportserver list, resulting in an inlerconnecied mesh 602 of IVM transport

servers 604, 606. The [VM transport servers 604, 606 and the [VM directory server 608

5 communicate via messages.

Further with reference to Fig. 6, the [VM transport servers 604, 606

connected in the mesh 602 share a database (not shown) of IVM clients, so that eachVM

transport server 604, 606 refers to the same client database. It is preferable that each IVM

10 transport server 604, 606 maintains its own copyofthe client database, which is mirrored

and replicated conventionally amongst the [VM transport servers 604, 606 in the mesh 602.

The client database may further be replicated to the local TVM server 202. Alternatively, the

client database is stored on a separate file server (not shown) in data communication with

the [VM transport servers 604, 606 over a network (not shown).

Fig. 7 is an exemplary detailed illustration of a transport server 604, 606

depicted in Fig. 6, according to the present invention. The IVM transport server 604, 606 is

a general-purpose programmable computer comprising a network interface (not shown)

connected to [P network (Internet) 102, a communication platform 702, a message database

20 712, and a messaging system 714. The communication platform 702 comprises a server

engine 704, which controls a user manager 706, a local server manager 708, and a storage

manager 710. The messaging system 714 and the server engine 704 communicate via

standard inter-process communication. The storage manager 710 handlesretrieving,
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sending, and storing of messages, including instant voice messages and attachmentsthereto,

to/from the message database 712. The user manager 706 is responsible for

creating/maintaining IVM clients 206, 208, 506, 508, identifying them andrelaying their

status to the server engine 704. When an IVM client communicates an instant voice

5 message within the global [VM system 500, the user manager 706 notifies the server engine

704 whether the one or more recipients are unavailable, and therebythe instant voice

message is saved in the message database 712. When the one or more IVM recipients

become available, the user manager 706 notifies the server engine 704, which instructs the

storage manager 710 to retrieve any undelivered instant voice messages for the one or more

10. recipients and delivers the instant voice messages to the designated one or more [VM

recipients. The local server manager 708 is responsible for creating/maintaining and

providing the status of available local VM servers, such as [VMserver 202 in Fig. 2. The

availability status of the local [VM servers is checked periodically and updated.

15 Fig. 8 is an exemplary detailed illustration of a directory server 608 depicted

in Fig. 6, according to the present invention. The directory server 608 is a general-purpose

programmable computer equipped with a network interface (not shown) connected to IP

network (Internet) 102, a messaging system 812, and a communication platform 802. The

communication platform 802 comprises a server engine 804, which controls a local server

20 manager 806, a user manager 808, and atransport manager 810. The messaging system 812

and the server engine 804 communicate via standard inter-process communication. The

transport manager 810 maintains the status of the [VM transport servers 604, 606 in the

IVM transport server mesh 602 within the global [VM system 500 and using a load-
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balancing mechanism distributes instant voice messages to available transport server 604,

606 for routing to the one or more [VM recipients. The user manager 808 is responsibie for

creating/maintaining 1VM clients 206, 208, 506, 508, identifying and relaying their status

via the server engine 804 to the [VM transport server 604, 606 to be used. The local server

5 manager 806 is responsible for creating/maintaining and providing the status of available

local IVM servers, such as IVM server 202 in Fig. 2. The availability status of the local

IVM servers is checked periodically and updated.

Fig. 9 illustrates an exemplary a global instant voice messaging (IVM)

10 system 900, which comprises a plurality of local [VMsystems and a plurality of global IVM

clients, according to the present invention. In the global [VM system 900, there are depicted

a plurality of local IVM systems 902, 910 connected to the global IP network 102. The

internal representation and functionality of each local FVM system 902, 904 is identical to

the local [VM system 510 described with reference to Fig. 5. In global IVM system 900 of

15s_-Fig. 9, there are also depicted a plurality of global IVM clients 918-928 and a giobal JVM

server system 502 connected to the global IP network G.e., Internet) 102. The internal

representations of the global [VMclient 918-928 and the global IVM server system 502 are

identical to the respective IVM client 508 (and/or [VM client or 506) and the global [VM

server system 502 described with reference to Fig. 3. In the local IVMsystem 902, each

20 local IVM client 206, 208 is enabled to request local [VM recipients from the local IVM

server 202 and global FVM recipients from either the global IVMserver system 502 or the

local [VM server 202. For example, the local [VM client 1A 208 displays a list 904 to a

user, comprising both local and global IVM recipients. More specifically, the list 904
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enables IVMclient 1A to send instant voice messages according to the present invention to

local IVM clients 1B 208 and 1C 206, global IVM client C 922 and global IVM client 2A

208 in the local [VM system 910. Similar lists 906-916 are displayed to the users of the

respective IVM clients 1B-1C in local [VM system 902, and 2A-2C in local TVM system

§ 910. In addition, the global clients A-F 918-928 are enabled to request [VM recipients from

the global [VM server system 502 and display the respective lists of [VMrecipients 930-940

on the respective IVM clients 918-928.

While the invention has been particularly shown and described with regard to

10 preferred embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that the

foregoing and other changes in form and details may be made therein without departing

from the spirit and scope of the invention.
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CLAIMS:

Whatis claimedis:

1, A method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network, the

method comprising:

transmitting an instant voice message having one or more recipients;

receiving an instant voice message whenat least one recipient of the one or more

recipients is available; and

receiving a temporarily stored instant voice message whenat least one recipient of

the one or more recipients becomes available, wherein the instant voice message is temporarily

stored when at least one recipient is unavailable.

2 The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network

according to claim 1, further comprising:

generating the instant voice message, wherein generating includes recording the

instant voice message in an audio file and attaching one or more files to the audiofile.

3, The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switched network

according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a list ofnodes within the packet-switched network, the list ofnodes

including a connectivity status of each node, said connectivity status being available and

unavailable, wherein a node withinthelist is adapted to be selected as a recipient of an instant

-49-
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voice message; and

displaying said list of nodes.

4, The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 1, further comprising the step of:

generating the instant voice message; and

controlling a method of generating the instant voice message based upon a

connectivity status of said one or morerecipient.

5. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 4, wherein said method ofgenerating said instant voice message is selected from a

group comprising a record mode and an intercom mode.

6. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 5, wherein said record modeis selected as a default when at least one recipientis

unavailable.

7. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 5, wherein said intercom mode is selected as a default when said one or more recipients

are available.

8. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 5, wherein said record mode comprises the steps of:

-50-
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recording the instant voice message;

generating a stop indicator; and

transmitting the recorded instant voice message after the generation of said stop

indicator.

9, The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 5, wherein said intercom mode comprises the steps of:

buffering each of a plurality of successive portions ofthe instant voice as the

instant message is recorded;

transmitting from each successive buffered portion; and

delivering each successive portion to the recipients wherein the recipients audibly

playing each successive portionasit is delivered.

10. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 8, wherein said stop indicator is generated after a lapse of a preset period of time

without receiving an audio input.

11. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 8, wherein said stop indicator is generated when a sensor detects that a recording device

is in a predetermined position.

12, The methodfor instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according
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to claim 10, further comprising:

detecting an audio input; and

determining when said audio input has stopped.

13. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 1, further comprising:

displaying an indication that an instant voice message has been received; and

playing the instant voice message.

14. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 2, further comprising:

displaying an indication that an instant voice message has been received;

separating the instant voice message into the audio file and the one or morefiles;

and

playing the audio file.

15, The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 8, further comprising:

receiving a recordstart signal.

16. The method for instant voice messaging over a packet-switch network according

to claim 15, wherein said record start signal is an audio signal.

52.
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SYSTEM AND METHOD

FOR INSTANT VoIP MESSAGING

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

There is provided an instant voice messaging system (and method) for delivering

instant messages over a packet-switched network, the system comprising: a client connectedto

the network,the client selecting one or more recipients, generating an instant voice message

therefor, and transmitting the selected recipients and the instant voice message therefor over the

10 network; and a server connected to the network, the server receiving the selected recipients and

the instant voice message therefor, and delivering the instant voice messageto the selected

recipients over the network,the selected recipients being enabled to audibly play the instant

voice message.

«536
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