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[57] ABSTRACT

A system and method for a graphical keyboard that benefits
from the expressive power and intuitive ease of use associ-
ated with pen strokes and gestures, yet does not require
complex character-recognition software. The graphical key-
board responds differently to different kinds of pen strokes.
For example, lowercase “a” is entered by tapping a stylus on
the “a” key of the graphlcal keyboard. Uppercase “A” i

entered by an upward stroke initiated over the “a” key
Likewise, by stroking in other directions, a user can express
other modifiers to the basic character, such as “control”,
“alt”, “command,” etc. Also, strokes in distinct directions
can be used to express space, backspace, delete, and return
characters, for example. Multiple strokes can be applied in
sequence to a single key to express multiple modifiers.
Visual feedback of pen strokes can be provided in the form
of marks made by the pen. Pop-up menus can be used to
provide help with and to facilitate memorization of com-
mand strokes and stroke sequences. The graphical keyboard
thus lets the expert user proceed by “feel,” and prompts the
novice user when and as necessary.

18 Claims, 20 Drawing Sheets
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