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. speed; accelerator position;engine coolantfuel. and inlét aii' temperatures, turbOLharger,

bopstpressuxev5hiql5 311555,control rack(Ir control collar positron Ifo(control of fuélqu‘an-:
 
(5111 (I(1 311 111-11115 (115551 f1151 1135511011pump apphcahon

. Fuel Quantity and Timing. The. fu51 quantity alone controls a comptassmn ignition.
éhgihe5 speedandload Th5 intakeairis not throttled as in (1Sparkignitionengine.Thequan-

. (icy of fuel to be deliveredischanged by"mamasmg oi decreming (115lengthof (1151 d5IiV5r‘y:
(1115per 1561;111:5011 the injection pump, the deliyery timeis confroll5d 15511115 poSitiou’of the
control rack on in—line pumps and(heposition of thecontrol(1511111:on distfibutor—-typ5pumps'
A11 ECU~50htrolled actuator15 used to1110115the: control rack or 1115 collar toincrease or

decrease the fuel (1511115111 (11115 Th5 ECU determines the correct1511gtl1 of delivery (im‘e
(5xpr5ssedas :1 (1111011011 ofcontrolrackor collar posmon) using p5 ' ' " 51155 mapsbasedon
555115 speed and calculated £1151 quantity. Corrections andJorlinfit 5115 as functions of
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‘1 2.34 CONTROL SYSTEMS

 

 
engine speed temperatureand turbocharger boost pressmeareused to modify the delivery
time. In addition the control 139k:or Collar aetu‘ato‘t Contains a position sensor that provides
feedback tothe ECU on controller position If the requested position differs from the com-
manded position,the ECU continues to move thecontrollervia‘the actuator until the com-
mended and actual position are thesame

The start of injection time ofthe fuel at the cylinde1'1sa function of thewave prepagation
speed (i.6., the speed of sound) of the fuel from thefuel injection pump to the injector
Because this time remains a eefista11t3at tncreasmg engine speed thedelivery of fuel at the
cylindel would be delayedwith reference to crankshaft angle. Therefore, the timing at the:

injaction pump must be advancedrwlthIncreasmg ehgine Speedso that thestart ofinjection

Therefore, precise conti01 of the start 0'11"

Althouahmah‘y systemsusemechanical 
spring-loaded timing device plunger,Theplungertotatesthepump’5. collar ring(for distribu—
tor typepumps)in the oppositedirectionofthepumpSrotatio'n which advances the timing
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, ENGINE CONTROL 123315

Speed Control. As was mentioned previous1y, for3 CI engine fuel quantity 310ne cont1ols
the engine‘s speed and load. Therefore presunnng adequate injected fuel quantity, an
unloaded Cl engine (:33 speed upOut of control and dostroy itselfBecause ofthis, 3 governor 1

_is required to 11111111111: engine’smaximum speedI11 addrtron governorsare also used 10115111
idle and 'cruiSe Control, to 11131111211111 3constant engine or Vehicle, speed 3nd meter the correct
fuel for cold-starting Fuel15 alsocontrolled as a function of speed andboost pre5sure to limit

- smoke leVels enginetorque3nd exhaustg ' " temperatures011 anclectromcallycontrolledCI
' engine the governor5 functions 3re controlled by the fuel delivery system descnbed p L
bus-1y Engine speed15 provided by an RPM sensor that monitors theperiod5ofangular seg-
ments between the reference marks ontheengine’5 flywheel or inthe111-line injection pump

 

‘EGR Control. Rerouting of:eXhaustgase5intothe intake air streamis knownas exhaust gas"
:reurculatioa (EGR) EGR: reduces the 31111011111 ofo 'ygen in the fresh intakeCharge while

‘ increasmg115 5pecific heat.This lowers combustion ' peratures 3nd resu1t5111 lower NOx
 

5131155), CDand HCS,‘ all due to insufficient 311 Also; the introduction of EGR can 113% an
, adverse affect:on driveabihty duringCold-engine operationfull-load operation, and atidle It

f emissions.- However, excessive amounts ofEGR resultin higher emiséion5 of soot (particuv

:is best,therefore toControllheEGR ValVe with the ECU Bothpneumatically controlled 3nd:
solenord-controlled EGR Valves 3reinuse The ECU determineswhenand how 1111151113611,
will occur based on engine temperature and accelerator position

Titrboch'arger Boost Pressure ContraL Engines. that have turbochargers benefit signifi- ,
' cantly from electronicboostpressure control. If only a pneumatavmechanical wastegate15,,

'i used,onlyone booSt pressure135151for theentire operatingrange15 usedtodiVert the exhaust 

 condi‘uons because all the exhaust gases 111115111358 the turbineThe 135111,, ,,cicasedemaust
- backpressure, more turbocharger 1110115111011: residualeXhaustgas inthecylinders, and higher
chargeairtemperatures

Byconn011mgthe wastegate withapulse-Width-modulatedsolenonivalvethe wastegate
, can be opened at, different pressures depending onthe engine operating conditions There-1 1
1 fore onlythelevel of air charge pressure required15deVe‘lopcd TheeleCtronic.central unit,
uses information on engine speed and accelerator positionto, reference: 3 data: table and the
 ;:pr; [61 boost pressure (actually, duty cycle of the control valve)is 11616113 111 On systems

3 usingintake manifold pressure sensors, 3 5105311loop controlsystem can bedeVeloped to
”compare thespecified value with the Incasured value

GIothuaControli Electroniccontrol ofthe glowplugduration.can behandledbVtheECU
oraseparate control Unit.Inputfor determining gIOWtime15110111 anengine coolant ternper~
attire sensor. At. the end of thespecified glOW period,thecont ller turns out the start indicar
tor light to signalthe driverthat theengine can be started He glow plugs remainenergized
While the starter isengagedAnengine load monitor is use toswitchoff the glowprocess after
5131-13111 limit theloadsOn thebatteryandthe glow, plugs, asafetyoVerride15 also used.

 

1121.312, Fuel ‘DeIiv‘ery‘SVstems‘

‘ The diesel fuel deliVerysystemcomprises a low— and, highrprcssure side On the low-pressure
side15 the feel tank, fuel filter, fuel supply pump1 overflow ValVe, and fuel 51111pr lines The

. highpressure side15 initiatedin the plungerand barrelassemblyand continues through the
‘ delivery valVe, high-111135511115, injectionlines, and11115011011 nozzle

The fuelinjectionpump must, dcliVe1 fuel at apressure between350 and 1200 bardepend
ing on the engine5 combustion configuration The quantity and tuning of injection must be‘

I preciselycontrolled toachiEVe good mixture quality and to minimizeexhaust ennssmns
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12.35 CONTROLSYSTEMS

FhellnjectiaanceSs An engine-drivencamshaft (in—line pump)orcam-plate (distributor
.purhp) drives the injectirm pump3 plunger in the supplydirectionmeeting pressure in the
high-pressure gallery. The delivery ValVeresponds to theIncrease inpressure byopening This
sends a pressure waveto the 1njectron nozzle:at the speedof sound The needle ValVe1n the
nozzle overcomes the Springforce of:flie injectinnnozzle spring and lifts from itsseat when
theopening pressure is reached FuelIS the!)injected frém‘ thesprayorifices into theengines
combustion chamber The injectiOH process ends with the opening oi the spill portin the
plungerand barrelassemblyThis causesthemeasure in the pump chamber to collapSCwhich
then causes the delivery Valve to close Due to the,action of thedeliVery valve:relief collar the
pressurein the injection line:15reduced to the “stand—by pressure.” Thestandéby pressure is:
determined to ensurethattheinjector nozzle Closesquickly to eliminate fueldribble,and the
residual pressure VJeVes' in the lines prevent the heights fromreopening.
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131 INTRODUCTION? , .

:Fhednchshafen01 ZF), the acceptance of;the A, rose steeply, even inEurope ,
son all newATs are designed Withelectronic Control. Themarket for.A’1's lSaCllVIdEDd 1th
stepped:and contmuously vanabletransmissrohs (CVTs) For both types the d11ve1gets11131131.

» advantages I11steppedtransnussmns thesmooth shifts can be optimized by the reductmn of
engine torque(1111ngneat shift, combinedWith the (591160th matched oil pressurefoI the 11:11.2

     

CHAPTER 13 

TRANSMISSIONCONTROL

KUrt Neuffer, Wolfgang Bullmer anCl Werner Brehm
R9be‘rtB95911 GmbH

 
 

InNoithAmenca and Tapan,80 to 9.0percent ofall passengercat'ssoldhaVe;automatic trans-
missions (ATS)butin Europe only 10 to 15percent ofpassengerearssold have ATs There
are: two mainreasons EOr the difference. In Europe dtheis tend to ViesVi ATs, compared to
manual transmissmns as detrimental to driveab tyand responsiblefor. a somewhat higher

fuelconsumption. But implementation ofelectroniccomer Concepts has 1nvahdatcd bothof
thosearguments.

Sihte theintroduction of electronic transrmssron confiols unit‘s (TCUs)111 the cal1V 1980s
by Renault and BMW (together with a ton speed transmisswn from Zahnradfabnk

 

tion elements (clutches brakebands). Thereduction of shift shocks to a Very low or eVen to
an unnotlceable levelhas allowed the deswn of [iVespeedATS where 3 Slightlyhigher num—
berofgear Shifts occur In today'sstandardsystems, the dIiVer(3311‘ choose betweenbspoi‘tand
econommdliVeprogramsby operating a selector switch In highly soph1shcated neWer syS—

' terns, the selection can be replaced by the self-adaptation of shift strategiesThis leads not
, only to better driveabrhty but 3130 toasignificant 1eduction1n the] consumption. Addition-

ally, awell-matchedelectronic control of the1‘91que converter lockup helps toimprOve the

‘ yield oft‘e ‘verallsystem.Bothautomotiveand t1ansn11851on manufacturers benefitfrom the
ent sh1ft characteristics are easyto implement in software and finish adaptation can be

  

With the C.VT one of the biggest obstacles to the potential reduction111 fuel consumption
byoperating the. engine at its Optimal Workingpointis the powe1 loSsitemthe transmission5 -

”('1 yield by matching
the oil111ass~st1eamand oil pressure foI the pulleys to theactualworkmgconditions, '

 oil pump0anWith electronic controlis it possuble toachievethe mom

To guarantee the overall economic solutionfo1 an electronically (emailed tIansrnissio‘n
eithersteppedor CVT the availability ofprec151on electrohydrauhc aetUatOIs1s imperative,

13.1
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achieved 11 datachange leaVing‘the t1‘-ansmlss1onhardwareandTCU unchangedThe r'eduC‘—,
1 lossesin friction elements 1ncreases the life expectancy and enables the opti~-

' 1mzahon of transmiSSion hardwaredesign
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13.2, comaorlsrrsrnms ' 4

1szrsverMCOMP0NENrs ; 

The Componentsof an electronic ttansmiSSiOn controlsystem are a transmission which is:
adapted to the electronic centrol requirements and an electionic control unit With conic!
spending;inputsandoutputs and attachedSensor elements. ‘

13.2.1 TransmiSSion

Ihe greatest share of electronically Controlled transmissions-currently on fire marketconsists
of four— or fi¥c~speed units With a torque cenVerter lockupclutch,cc‘1mmanded by the Control
unit Market share for fine—speed transmissions is continuously'Increasing-With electronically
controlled transmisfions: there are numerous possibilities to substitute meChanical and

hydraulic compenents With electromechanical or electrohydrauhc cornponents One basic
method15' tosubstitute only theshift point control. In aconventionalpurehydraulic AT,the
gear shifts are carried outby mechanical and hydrauliccomponentsThese are controlled by;
a Centrifugal governor that detents the Vehicle speed, and a wire cable connected to the throt-
tle plate lever.With an electronic shift point control On the other hand anelectronic.control
unit detects and controls the 1eleVa‘11t components In the transmissmns hydraulic control
unit, mechanical and hydraulic components arereplacedby electrohydrauhc controllingelca

.ments, usuallyin the form of electrohydraulic on/off solenoids This way the number of
solenoidsas Well asthe control logic, canbe:varied over a Widerange Ferexample, for each
gear onespecific: solenoid canoperate the 1eleVant (111111111 for this gear shift Alternatively,

i there can be one solenoid for eachgear change which15 switched corresponding to the shift
"command In thisWay, only threesolenoidsare required'in a four~speed transmiSsion In some
'cutrent designs, the gears are controlled by a logical combination of Solenoidstates. This.
designneeds onlytWogeai-controllingsolenOids for a tour—Speed nansmission For five-speed
applications,accordingly, threesolenmdsare:required(Table 131} '

1 TABLE 13.1 Example ofa Gear—Solenoid Combinationfor a FiVe-Speed
TransmissionApplication 
    

 
Solenoid 17 I V Solenoidz 7 15011311011153

1st: gear ” on- ‘ 741311 ' ' " 7 on; '
2ndgem on: on; off
3111 geai v on 0ij off
4111 gear off: 1111 oft
Sthgear 7 off‘ (611 Off
 

The linraullc pressureis controllcdin this basicapplication by a hydraulic proportional
; 7 , ontrolle'd by aWireCableconnected to the throttle plate leiVer. With

this des1gn,the shiftpoints can be deternnnedby the lectromcTCU resultingin a Wide range
of freely selectabledriving behaviors regarding the shift points It15 also posSible to use dif-J
ferent shiftmapsactsor‘ding to switch 01sensor signals The mtluence on driving comfort dur-
,ing gear shiftingin this electronictransmission control application has important lestrictions.
The only possible anto control shift smoothnessIS withaninterface to the electronicengine,
'nianagement’lhisway, the engine Output torque'is influenced during gear shifting Asystem-
aticwide-rangecontrol of: the hydraulicpressure during and after the gearshift necessitates
the replacement of the hydraulic pres‘s’ure governor With an electronically controlled
hydraulic solenoid. This design allows the use of either a pulseomdth—modulated (PWM)
solenoidor a pressure regulator The choice of which type of pressure contfol solenoid to
use results from the requirements concerning Shift comfort under all driving conditions For
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present—day designs With high requirementsfor shift comfort during the entire life of the

transmission,at all temperatures and with varying as quality, the analog pressure control
stdlen‘oidls superiorto the usual PWMsolenoid prowling there1s no pressure sensor? ‘ ‘
ation as a guidelinefor pressure regulation II1 apphcation usuallyuses one central control-
lingelement111the transmission fOr thepreSsure regulation to control the;shiftquality "

Inother transmission developments, theshift quality18 further moreased using electroni—
callycontrollablebrake elemenis (brake bands) fer some spetii gar.changes In this case,
the flywheel effect of the revolvmg elements is limited by an electroniccontrol ofa brake

. hand according to an algorithmorspecial timingconditions,
The most sophisticatedtransmissionapplication to date isso dengned that overrunning

clutches are eliminated and gear changesare exclusivelycontrolled by theelectronic control
IIith pressure regulator scienoids1This applic on is characterized by extremely high

deman s on the electronicTCU concerningreal1 [tie belt no: and data handling. The rela—
tionship: betweenweight transmissidn outline and transferrable torque has reached a high
level. Compared to transmissions with overnin cluicht-is5 the necessaryfitting dimenSiOnsare
reduced.

Present elect ' " catty controlled ATsusuallyhave an electronically commanded torque
chyerter clutch, WlfiChcan lock up the torqueconverter betvveen theengine output and the
transnussmninputThe torque converterclutchis activated under certain drivingconditions

  
 

 

 

  

  

 

  requirements oITCC functions and shit ”comfortcaneitherbean on/off solenord a P M
solenoIII 191' a- pressure regulator: Lockmgup thetorque converterelunmates heslip of the
converter and theefficiencyof the transmission system isincreased Tbs reSults111 an even
lower fuel consumption forcarsequippedWith AT

 

' 1322 Electronic Control Unit

Another important componentin electronic transmission control istheelectronic control
Unitwhichis designed accordingto the requtrements ofthe transnnsswn and thecar envi-
ronments Theelectroniccontrol unit can be divided into two main parts; the hardware and
thecorresponding software.

Hardware The hardware of the electronic controlunit COI‘ISISLSofthe housing,the plug, the
carrier for the electronic devices, and thedevices themselvesThehousing, according to the
rcqunements, is available as an Unsealed designto;applications inside the passenger com-
pertinent" (311 within the luggage compartment '1 - sals'o possible to have sealedvariants for
11101111th (renditions inside the engine compartmentor at the bulkhead.The materials for the
housing can be either various plastics ormetals There are many different nonstandardized
housingson themarket The various outlines and plug configurations differ, depending upon
the manufacturerofthe electronlcunit. Theplug configuration,1‘e., the number of pins and
 
The number ofpins:isusuallyless than: 1130. Some centrol unitmanufacturers try tostandard
ize.theirplugs andhousings throughout all their eleCt‘ronic controlunits stich‘ asengineman-
agement ABS tractron control, andoth
the unit productionand the tests durin' I ‘ _'

The carrierfor theelectronic device is usually aconventional printed circuit board(PCB3.
Thenumber of layerson the PCB depe (isonthe application.Fer units with a ComplexdeVI‘Ce
structure and high demands forelee omagnenc compatibility,multilayer applications are in

  

use. Inspecial caries;itis posstbleto useceramicsasa Carrier There are usually some parts of
theelectronic circuit,resistors forexahrpledesigned asa‘ thickfilm circuit on the hybrid. In
this case theelectronicunit15manufactured as a Solder hybrid or as abond hybridwith direct—
bended integrated circuit deVices Some single applications existwith aflex—foil as a carrier
forthe electronic dev1ces Theseapplicationsare limitedtoveryspecralrequirements

1707
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'13 .4 CONTROL SYSTEMS

The 'tizzinsmission control. area; requires genie specially designed eiec’trenie devices, in par-
ticular, the output stages iorthe actuaitors ofpressurefregulationrand'tetqne converter clutch

cOntrol These actuators? for pressure (30111101 have extremely high demands regarding aden—
racy oftheaetnaioif eurfent over the whole temperature range and 1111er all conditionsinde-
pendentof battery voltage and oveithe enDIe 111131111111.htm aresomekneWn applicationsof
customer-spemfic Integrated circuits or devices. Here, special attention paid to quality and
reliabilitymien the entire lifetime is necessary to meet the continu0usly increasing quality
re‘qni eme‘nts of the automotive market. Currentiy, thereis an increasingspread ofDsurface-
111011171th devices111 transrmssmn control applications This:'is why- theunit si2e;iscontinuously
decreasingdespite an increasmg number 91111111211an

On the. functional Side the hardware configuratiOn‘ean‘bedivided intopower sappiy, input
signal transfer circints, ontpnf stages, and microcontroller including peripheral components
and monitoringandSafety circuits(Fig. 131)Thepower snpply converts theVehicle battery
voltage: into a constant voltage required by the electronic devices inside the control unit
Accordingly; specialattention mustbepaid to the piotection of the internal devices against,
destruction by Dansients from the vehicle electrical system such as load dump, reversebattery
poiaeity,and voltage peaks; PartiCulaI Attention is 3130 necessary in the design of the elec-

ignition L Vilmemal supply :-
ViBa'tt voltage
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1.191111 ' '
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output .1 1

T » 31131095191111 . .gATF 177 W
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' Watchdog

diaQantics 'régnél’ 
interfacejbr’ ;‘
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“(73011311311 "Overview of harszife parts:
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,TRANSMTSSIONCONTROL 13.5

tronicgtound concept for the control unitespecially where the electromagnefic compatibil— , 1
fly andRFmterteienceis chcer‘n‘eLdThis is very 1111porta‘11t to prevent undesiredgear Shift» 1

' " f L116 troublesomefor (11111615. 0116 partof theinputcircuit is the preparation of the i
dig at signalssuch aspositionswitch program selection,11161 11161161011711 switch. A second part. 3l

l

l

l

 
 

 , transfer ofthe a Lalog signals like ATF temperature and voltages according to poten—
11011165161 states The third partis the interface to other electronic control units, espLeCially to ‘
the. engmemanagementsystem.Here the single signal lines 11611116611 the control units W111 be
increasingly substituted by 1111ssystems111:6 CAN.-The fourth part 151L116 pieparation of 1:116
transnnssron—specdicsignals fromthe‘sp edsensorsinside the ;'Etiansmissron

Th6 calculators hiside‘ 1116central 11 its are usually niicrocontrollersTh6r6al-time require—
meme and t116 directly addressable pro 6111 storage sir of the sel6ct‘6'd microwntrollers are
determined by. thefunctions of the 11L L' missi L and the car enVironment In present
applications either 8—bit or 16b1t.mlCJGCDDLTLLL i 1 1‘6 11‘ use There are sysle L L LL' L
111161ocontrollersin development for new,highly sophisticated control systemswithincreasing
functional and 6111161116 realtime requirements orgmanng from the transmission concept
The memory deV1ces fer program and data are usuallyEPROMS Their storageca acity16', T1];
present applications 1111 to64 Kbytes Future applications will necesSitate storage 13137163 Upto _
128 KbytesThe failure storagesfor diagnosticsand the sterageLfoi adaptive data are inson—

Ventioiiala . Latinos,battery voltagesuppliedRAMsThese61611161665111eg beingi‘eplaced
byLEFROMs 1'

Thereare usually watchdogwoods in Varibus configurationsin useregarding safety and 1
:Lmonitonng Thesecan be either La second log/performance 1111‘ 660111101161, 21 customer—s -

specific circuitor a circuitwithcommon aVail‘zible devices Theoutput stages can be divided
into thh-power stages forthe transmmsmn actuator control andlowxpowierstages like lamp
driversorinterfaces to otherelectronic controlunits. The low——power ontpn’t stages 2116mostly
couventionaloutput drivers 6111161111singleorinmultiple applications,WTITC1 aremainlypro-
tectedagainstshort circuitsand Voltage overloads.

For thetransmissionsolenoid control specialoutput stages are necessary, and they are,
.L spemalwed for operation withinductive actuators.The pressure regulationduring shiftingin
Igsonie applications requireshi h‘LLaccuracy aird currentrcgulated output stages ate needed;
"Thesis aremainlydesignedascustomenspeerficdevicesThe typeandnumberofsolenord out-
phi: stages depend onthe control philosophy ofthetransmisswn theyare generallyof a spe-
161111 design for specifictransmission applications During th'f" ' ' ' ' ’
"Signalsattentionmust bepaid tothe electromagnetic comp
. feren'ce conditions '

 

   

 

 
 

  

 

 

 ility and radiofrequencyinter-

Sofmare. Thesoftware Within theelectronic transnnssron eontml system is gamma 11161665- 1
"111g importancedueto theincreaSingnumber offunctionsW 611 111 turn, requires increasnig
L'softWaILevolume. The software for the controlunitcan be 111111 6dinto two parts: the program
and the data;Theptogiam Stiuctureis definedbythefunctions. The dataare specific for the '2

, releyant program palts and have to befixed duringthe calibration stage Themost diffic‘iilt
asoitware " quiremenls19111 from the 1661time conditions 6 mmg from the transmlsaon
design Thisisalso the 1116111 Criterion for the selectionof the mm rocontroller (Fig132) L L

The programis generallymade up in several parts: , if:

 
 

 

 
 

1-Softwareaccordingto the specmlmicrocontroller hardwarew ‘ ’ ' TZQ preparationand filter’ ;  
 

101 the controllerperipheial1161111165,andinternal softwareseiiuceslike operating systems 1
5- Software 60111111V119111 the defined functions Originatingfrom spemhctransmissmn and ear

functions.

. -: Parts conceinnigsafetyfunctions like output switCh-off,snbst1111te Values for theinput Sig
nals, and safetyStates of: themicrocontroller environment incase offailures. Depending on
the requn‘ei‘nents,therecan be a software watchdogora hardiVarepconfigured watchdog
Circuitin11361116 watchdoginstructionisalso part of the securitysoftwaie
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> be followed by an effective distribution of f

CONTROLASXSTEMS

initialization:
'ofm‘ie10conirolle _

and controlunit 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 ' ‘ifipfitsignals

Preparation V ' ‘— ,

function's:

_ caleniation ,

 
 - ont‘pnti

Signal,
Bittanslatign,

fFIGUR'Eim: sanwams‘tmcturemexyiew;

.- Diagnostic and eominunication software1111: the self—test ofthecontrol unit and also thetest
of the control unit environment

Thesefunctionsarerelated tothe defined functlons of the electronic control systemParts"

 
 
 

  
  
 

number of powerful cost-effeetive microcontrollers'
ity ofmemory Components with larger1'51 7 1

makingitPossibleto use a higherprogr '
an 1ngen1ons structure of sofiware mode 1 , _. -

j 1 gear shifting with
related time requirementsand event manage; "*‘ tructure 1111proves
the function 01the electronic TCU beCause of 1'11 _‘me—cntical fime—i
tions during gearshifting. 3 ~ ~ ~ , 1
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TRANSWSSIGWCONTROL 13.7

The second software part data, can he? diVided11110 fixed data whichis related to fixed
attributes of the system; e.g., thenumber of actuators,and calibration data for system tuning
The calibration datacan be adapted tochanging parame 1. rs of the ,y tern such asthe engine,
vehicleand nansmission characteristics The fixing or calibration data takes place during the
tunmustage ofthe Vehicle and has to be redetennmed foreach typeofvehicle andtransmissmn_
With some applications the calibration data are addedto 3 1121516 program duringthe vehicle-
ptoauctionaccordingtodifferent types of cars bythe so——called end“—ofI111 programrmngThis
meansthatthe unitscanbe programmed withthe calibration data withdosed rinsingsby a spe: -
cial interface.The share :1 'ot'tWare developmentin relation to the totaldevelopmenttime is
mcrcasmb continuouslyThe , ' ’ uncments for1eel-time behaViorandmemorysize arensmgm.
accordance With the congrderablvmoreasing demands for shittcemtoiit and Selt——learning func-
tions This requires an ingeniousStructure of thesoftwareandan event—related distribution of".
SoftWare‘models, especrallyduringgearshittingThe rismgsettWare complexity withsimultane—

'O'uslyIncreasing qualityrequirementscaussshigher; dsnrands1er spfmare quality centre!

 

13:21.3 ActUatOrs

Electrohydrauhc actuators are impert‘antcomponentsotthe electronic transurissioncontrol
systems2 Continuouslycpeiatirig actuatorsare usedto modulatepressiire while switching

actuators function as supply and discharge VaIVcs tor shift-point controlFigure 133 proVide‘s '
1 abasic overview oftthetypesof Solenoids. .

, Important qualities for the use of actuatorsin ATS are 10w hydratilicresistance to achieve
highflow rates operation temperature range from —40 to +150 °C, small power loss mini—

:mized heat (113811) o titheECU5output stages, smallsize and IoW weight, highest rehabil-

 
, A Very nnportantaspectISthat thehardware andsoftware ofthe ECU be developed, tak—
inginto accounttheelectrical spec1t1c ' ‘e‘ns of thesolenoid to obtain anoptimized complete
syStem'concerning performance andcost“VFor furtherdetailsin design andapplicationrefer
to sec.10.35

It shouldbe meted thatthese characteristi ' 'nbevari" ' dOVeji ‘a widerangeandthatmanyother
typesofSolenoids existorrareredevelopmer .or' thespeciaIrequirementsotnew applications

 

         
13.1 ,SYSTEM::EUNQTIQNSI .

Functions can be designated at- systems functions it the nidiwdualcomponents of the total
' electronictransmission control System cooperate ethorently topiov1dea desired behavior of

the transmissionandthe Vehicle Therearedifferentstages0 7 on tronality Which havediffer".
ent‘ effects on (11wing behavior and shift characteristics ( pig 7 3.4; n gCneraI thereIS an
moreasmg COmpICXlty of the System 1elatingtoall components to improvethetranslation of
{clriV'e‘r behavrorinto transmrssmn action.That meansthatthe expense 0 actuators sensors,
and links to othercontrolunitsis increasing, as is the expenseoftheTCUsoftware and hard—'
were in the case of high—level requirements regarding drrveahihty andShift comfort. Figure
13.4 shows threemain areas These will be discussedin detailin the followingmaterial

 

13.3.13 Basic Functions

The ‘basmtunctionsof thetranSmissit‘m centrolare the shift pointcontrol the Iockup control,
engine torquecontrol duringshitting,- related safetyfunctions, and diagnostic fnnCtions tor-'
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veh1cle service The pressure control111transm1s51on syr' ems, With- clcctncal operatlng possi-
‘ ,, 7 1 . 1‘ and Outside shiftingca 731150 be cons1deredas abasicfunction.
. 7, ’ -5 shows the116cc y inputs and outputs as wel1asthe block diagram ofan elec-
trochCU suitable for 1he basic functions

 
 

SluftPomtControl Thebasic shift point. Control uses shift mapswhichare defined " ‘ data
‘inthe unit memory.Theseshiftmapsare: selectable War a Widerange. Theshiftpom mita-
tionsare made,.1) th one handby the highest adrmsmble engin
and,on the» other. handby the lowestengm ' ” ' ‘is practica
.11" se emissionThejnputs ofthe 5111111501111de rmina gaze thethrottlepos1t10ntheaccel—

 
  

 

 

erator pedalposition,and 1he vehxclespeed (determined bythe transm1ss1on output speed)1
IFigum‘ 136 shoWs21 types]shiftmap pphcatlonof ‘a fourrspeed transm1ss1on

' To preventoverly fiequentshlftmg between :tWQ gears 21 hystereSIS betwéen the upshift
2111111111: downshiftcharactens 10 incorporaed Th hysteres1s18 (1111121111111 11 1e‘des1redi

 
 

shifting habit of the transmissmn andalternativelyhej ca1' behavior, In theevent that thepar-:
‘ " ‘ 1 ' ' ' ' alves,t116 electronic

ECU releases the sh1;t byactivatingthe related actuators. This canbe a direct shiftinto the"
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E-ProgramtEcommy)

 

         Engineload, 
:Outputs‘peed nab-X 1000,

FIGURE 1316' Shift characteristics of a fomLSpeed'applibatiOn.

target gear or by aserial actiyatiOn of specific. aetuators111 a fiXed sequence tothe target?Dnear,
depending on the transrmssmn hardwaredesign

Backup Control/Torque Converter Clutch 3 The torque conVerter Clutch connects both
functional componentsofthe hydraulic converter, thepump and theturbine. The lookup of
the clutch reduces the power losses coming£10m the torquecenverte'r- shpThis is a perma-
nent slipbecause it is necessary in principle to have 11 slip betWeen- the pumpwheel and the
turbine to translate torquefrom the engine outputto. thetran3niission input Toincrease the
efhmencyof the: lockup, itis necessary to close the clutchas often as possflale Ontheother

hand, thetorque converter is an important component to prevent vibrations ofthe power-
train.The activation ofthelockup1111151121012 acompromise between low fuel consumption
and high drivingcomertTheshiftpomts of the lockuparedetermined1n the same way as the
determination of the sh1ft point 111 the gearshiftpoint gontrol. Usually there15 one separate
characteristic curye for the lockupfor each gearTo preventpowertrain v1brat1ons,1tls advise
able toopen the lockupduring coasting to use the damping effect of the terque converter in
the 92133ofahigh positive gradient of the accelerator pedalWith 10W engine speed the con-
verterclutch has to open to usethetorque gain of theconverter forbetteraccelerationof the
car. In some applications, the lockupis opened dUIhlgshifting forimproved shift cemfort.

After shifting, the lockup can beclosedagain WhendriVing infirs’t gear, the lockup1s usually
open, beeause the timespent1nfirstgearisusuallyVery low andtherefore, the frequency of
lockup shifting versus gear shifting becomes very high. This may resultin decreased driving
comiorttA second reaSOn is the improved acceleration of the car in first gear whenusing the
conyertergain for wheel torque. '

livEn‘gineTorque Control During Shifting. The engine'torqtie control requiresan interface
to an electronicengine management system.Thetarget of the engine torque control 101tu

Eduction during shifting,Is:to supportthesynchlonization of the transmissionand to prevent
shift shocks

In Conventional applications, the enginetorque reductionoriginates from an ignition angle
control The timing and absolute value ofthe ignition control depends on the operating 12011—3
ditions concerning actual engine torque andshiftingtype.

Upshzft. The upshiit occurs without an interruption of the tractive power The engine
torque redUCtionmay be activated it the clutch of the target gear stays with the translatiou of
torqueThebeginning of the enginetorque reduction13 determined by the Courseof engine or
transrnissmn input speedThere it is important to detect a decreasmg speed The start of the
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torquereduction is'chara'cterized by a specificspeed difference. The end ofthetorqirereduction
isaCtrvatedatan applieable speed leadbefore reaching the synchronous speedQfthenewgear.

The power losses, which have to bepicked up bythe clutehes,aredependent on the engine
torque and the Slippihg tithe

Qfit=fix (Mhgxit; 1+ gum): '3 I ‘ (13.1)

where Q:power losses
Mmg—~enginetorthe

13,-— slippmgtime
Qmkmetieenergyofrevolvingelements

ItispassibI’eto reduce thetemperaihreStresstothe ointchesbyredueingtheengme torque i
3111!,consequentlybymoreasrrg theslipping tune at a fixedpossible maxrmnm pewerloss Q
I131; (131)]1F1gure137shows a typical upshiftcharacteristic

Shift Quality Comparison

 

  

  
    

   

  
Time 1

FIGU‘REilISJ Timin‘giof engine 1501211116 reduction'duringfiipshift._

Downsht'ft. Downshift under drivmgconditions results111atshortinterruption of the tree-
tive powerAtthe synchronouspomt the tractiye poWer isin operation The higherrevolving
energy, 011 the otherhand, results111 undesu'ed vibrations of thepowertramTo preventsuch
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Vibrations,11is necessary toreduce the engine output torque before reachingthe synchronous
point:ofthe new gearWhen thetransnnssmninput Speed reaches the synchronous speed of
thenew gear, the engine torque has to increase to the nominal value. Themorease is usually
applied asatorque ramp Figure I38shows a typicalcharacteristic ofa downshift.The values
andtiming ofthe engine torque reduction are generally part ofthespecial calibration data for
each combination of Vehicle, engine, and transmission

Shift: Quality Compass-en

Downsmn 1 ' '

 
        

   
 

 

Time 1

I FIGURE 13.8 Timingof engine10qu reduction during down:~
shift. 7 V

Pressure Control. 3 The timing and absolute Values of the pressure, which18 responsiblefor
the torquetranslation of the friCtionelements, is, aside; from the enginetorquereduction, the,
most important mfluancy toshiftcomfort. The electronic TCU offers additional possibilities
for better function than a conventional hydraulic system.

Thepressurevalues during and outsideshifting “canbe calculated by different algorithms
or can be determined bycharacteristicmaps The inphts fora pressure Calculationare engine
torque, transnnssron input speed turbine torque, throttle position, and $0 011.11: inputs
depend on the special signal availabflity111;differentsystems as wellas the requirementcon—1
cerningshift comfortThe variable pressurecomponents are usually added to a constant pres-1
sure value according to thedifferent transmission designs Equation (132) gives a typical
algorithm for a pressurecalculahon
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.1 P111011;, "must +k11§< PH +kl‘or, XP‘0r+ k; X P! 1 ' (132;)

Whe1e P111111“—pressure

Pwn'sl~pconstantpressure value
76,,Aadaptation factor forinputspeed

’ " component dependent011 the revolution sign211
, daptat nfactorfor enginemm 6
* ressure component dependenton toIque
‘adaptdtlonfactor toryehicle speed f

Iszpressure componentdependenton veh1clespeed

 
 

 
 

 

During; applicatlons;the factors must be definedin the calibration phase. in geneial the
determination ofthese factors frequires Inanyye111cle testsbecause the dynamic characten3—,
tieQf the total systemhasanImportant infl ence' on s t'cOrnfortAnotherposs1b1l1ty for the.
pressure determinationIS touSecharactensticmapswhich haye tobe defined during: Ihe‘ ea1—:

 

.ibrat'ion phaseThis kind of:pressure determinationalloWs an unpmved selecnonofthe opti- .

Inurn pressuIeatyaIiOusextreme points independentof an algmith‘m’;

Safety and Diagnostic Functzons The funCtions which are usually 'knoWn as diagnostic
iuhc 0113 of the electIo TCUcan bedivided into realsafety functions to prevent eiitical
'd11v1ng conditiOns and.di gnOSticfunctions Which affect an mcreasmgavailability of the car
anda better failure detection for se "icingThe.boundalybetween $211er anddiagnostic func»
trons depends on the philosoph of the automotlvemanufacturer In the category of 16211

1 funcuons ihat prevent uncontrollable s ‘

 
 
 
  

 

 

Inomtor isusuallya watchdogCircuit One poss1b1htyis touse thecontroller internal watch~
dogIncoInInon applicanons 111s necessaiyto usean:external watchdogcircuit for safetyrea-

i ii ogdeSIgned as an ASIC Oras a conventionalcircuit dewce Usually the ‘ '
a safety g1 Circun;connected to thewatchdog,which,‘111 the case ofam1crocontroller131.
down,activatesthe failuresignaland switches the outputsfor thetrans1n1s310n actuators toa,
safetycondition '

For the detection .of the watchdog, itis necessaryto test thewatchdoa function after‘each-

 

;.p0WeI—on during theelectronlc initialiranon The Inonltoring '17" the controller peripheral
components in general EPROM, RAM and clnp—select circuits workscontinuouslywithspe-
cific algorithms; e.g.,by WII‘ung fixed data values the st01age cells and followingcompari~
son with the read value o: by checksurn corn" rison With fixed sum values; The actuatoi

 

 

.monitoring Includes detecttonof shortcircuit to ,u‘pply voltage and groundas Wellas Open-7
loadconditions.

InCase of actuatorInalfUnction,thelimphomemodeis selectedThistheansthatthe trans-
In1ss10n r' ' in a fixed safe gear depending on the driving cenditiOnsThe; safe state of t 
actuators 1s:tl1e* noncurrent conditionWhich15 secured bytheelectroniccontrolunitTheCOIl-r
Irol nnit can putthe output stages intothe noncurrent' stageseparatefor each output or bya
commonsupplySWi'tch,usuallya relay QI a hammerTheIe: aresome applications that use a.
combination ofboth the Watchdogand safetyc1rcu1ts

Themomtonngofthe transmissmn-speahc Sensorssuchasinputspeed outpnt speed,and
oil temperatuIe Worksas a plausabihty checkFor example the transmiSsiQn 111 speedcan
be calcullated asa combinationof thetransmission outputspeed and the gearratio. In caseof
a demoted speedsensor malfunctionthe limp home made1s generally required;With a tem-
perature'sensor fa1lu1e theTCUusually onks Withasubstitutevalue
’ The diagnosticfunctions, Which facilitate the; finding oi:failur-es in the senate 3121110111611—

 

Iain thefailure storage and the communlcatlon to the Service tester which allow the stored
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V failures of the electronic TCU to be read The Communication between the control unit and
the service tester is mainlycar:manufacturerspecific and must be defined by the car manu~
facturerbefore goinginto series; producnon The communicationruns on a bidirectional,sep—
arate com111unicat1on fink.

Thefailure storage takes placeIn a nonvolatile memory dewce e.g, ina permanent sup—
plied RAM orin anEEPROM Itisalso possible to storesporadic failures to detect such prob
lems during the next service.The: failure codes, number of stored failures, the handling Of the
failure storage as well as thereaction of the TCU1n case of a particular failure is manufac-
Inter—specificand15 part of the unit spemhcatiouTherealsafety functions are part:ofthe basic,
functions of: anelectronicTCU Thediagnoshcfunctions concerning service tester andcom-
munication protocols are over a wide range, manufacturenspecifieThese range from asimp‘le“

blinkcode up to a real selftest of'the electronic unitincluding all peripheral components

13'3.2 Improvement ofShift Control

In a second development stage, the basic funCtio‘ns can be reviS‘ed by a modification of the
software functions and byaddingnewparts to the basic functions Thisaction resultsIn a sig-
nfiicant enhancement of the driving and shiftingcomfortBy a revisionof the basic safety and
diagnostic functions with socalled substitute furictions, it is possible to increase the availabil—
ity of thevehiClewith AT as well as the;driveabihtyIncaseof a malfunction

Shuft Point Control Thebasic functiOn can be improved significantly by addingaSoftWare
' function, the socalled adaptiveShiftpointcontrol.8 Thisfunction requiresonly signals Which

are available'1n an electronlcTCUwith basic 'fhnc'tionsThe adaptive shift pOint controllsable

:1 toprevent an often—crltlmzed attribute, the tendencyfor shift hunting espec1ally when hill
:clnnbmgandunderheavy load condlhons

The adaptive function calculates the: vehicle acceleration from the transnnssmn output
speed over time The value ofthe actual accelerationIn relation to a set Value of the acceler—

, ation isthe inputforthe shift pointcorrection.- The set valuelsgiven bythe traction resistance
; charactenstxc For acertain differencebetweenset and actual value, the adaptation of theshift
point occurs. Thedimension of the shift point correction 'can bedetermined by calibration

. data anddepends111 general also ontheactual vehiclespeed andthe engine load
The shift point correction leads to higher hysteresis between upshift and downshiftchar-

aCteristics With a high differencebetween setandactual values, it is also pos31ble to forbid '
i Certain gearsThe return to the basic shiftpoint centrol1s organized by softWare' and can be
' fixed by calibration data Usually,'111 the case of power-on the adaptive shift point control15
reset (Figs 139 and 1310)

In addition to these funCtions, different shift mapscan be Implemented into the data field
ofthe TCUFor exampleit is possrble to have one shift map forlow'fuelconsumption which
has shift points in the range of the best efficiency of the engine, and additionally to have
anotherlnap 'fOI powor;operationwhere the shiftpointsareplacedatpoints ofhighest engine
output power The character and number of different shift maps can be selected (11161 a wide
range The choice ofthe different; shiftmaps canbe doneby :a Selector push button or switch
commandedby the driver. Infurtherapplications the changing orthe different shift programs
is possible by self-learningstrategiesItis also possibleto implement a manual program in

which fixedgears arespecific to predetermined positions of theselectorlever.

Lockup Control. Thereare some additional functions which canimprove considerably the
:3hift comfort of the lockup In a first; step, it is possible to replace thecutoff control of the
lockup actuatorby a pulsecontrol duringopening andclosing. Thiscanbe achieved using Con-
ventional hardwareonly bya software modification In afurther step,the on/off solenoidIS

replaced by a pressure regulator or aPWM solenoid.
By coordinating intelligent control strategiesand corresponding output stages within the

electronicTCU, a considerable improvement of theshift behavior of thelockupresults Here

1718



1719

TRANSMSSIONCONTROL 113.15

  , Acceleration oi vehtcle Shift obsessing "
 

' Set value : Gaiculeted
Jaocordlng to 1 actual value

' ”engine load 1 fromchange :of
and road 5; : vehicle speed
load line " ‘

534:4: 733:?4‘ 7
31.x; .’ 
 ‘thaihaload7"?it tifl-flint-W91(«Ha
Transmissmn output speed
Vehicle speed —>

 
FIGURE 1319 Basic principle ofadapfive shi'ftpbint FIGURE 13.10 Shift characteristics Before(- - -)
control‘ and aftér (—) adaptation

it1spossmletoclose thelockup at lowengme speed and loWengmeload with good shiftcom—s
fort,resulting1ndecreased fuel consumptlon

Engine Torque Reduction During Gear Shifting Byan improved interface design to the
englnemanagementsystem it isposmble toextend the engine torque reduction functionIt;is,
necessary to use aPWM signal with related fixed valuesorabusinterface.The engine torque»
reduction13' controlleddirectly by the-TCU.The advantageofsuchaninterijace13 an indepen—
dentcallbratlon0f the TCU 13'
data.A‘further advantageas '

  

extendedup: to a realtorque interface,eSpecially when usinga buscommunication link

PresSure Control5 The pressurecontrol canbe:Improved111 a similar Way as theshiftpoint,
controlwith anadaptive softwarestrategy. The requiredinputs forthe adaptivepressurecon:-
trol are calculated fromavailablesignalsin the transmission control. The mainreasdns for the
implementation of the adaptiVe pressure control arethe variations of the at

 

output torque over the lifetime of the car:
Theprinciple" f. adaptive pressure controlis11 Comparison of a set value for the shift time

with anactual value, measured bythetrausmtssmmnputspeed courseAtaspec1f1cdifference
of thesetvalue to the actual value,the pi sureValueis corrected bya certain Increment in
the posutveornegative direction.Theoriginaladaptatton trmeand thepr sure valueincre-

  

  

m‘ent were fixedduring the calibrationphase For safety reasons the total, deviation of the.

pressure valuefrom a gIVen valueis hunteddepending on the parttcuiar apphcatlon Usually
 
ableafter power—onoi the electrochCU

Safety and DiagnosticFunctions. The safety functionsextend over better momtonng of 

m1ss1onhardware designfihe implemenanon of a reverse gear mhibit functionis posrnble,1e»
abovea certain Vehicle speed the position Rrs blockedhydraulically by a singlesolenoidor
by a particular solenoid combinationcommanded by the electronicTCU. This function pre-'
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ed poSsibi 'tytorthe coord1nat10n of theengme torque,

reduction and the pressurecontrolWithin the TCU The improvement of thisinterfacecan be
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vents the destruction of the t1ansmissionin the eventof an unintentional shift to the reverse
gear,Do‘wrish1ft preventionis part of thesafetyfunctionespecially during manual shiftingby
the driver Here the synchronous speed of the new gear is calculated andcompared W1th the
admissable maxnnum engine speed. lathe caseof acalculated synchronous speed above the

ginaidmum enginespeedthe doWnshiftis prohibited by the TCU Thisfunction can be sup»
, ported by an overiun safeguard which releases the limp home mode'in case of exceeding the

admissable maximumengine speed.
All of these functions can be extended and have to be donned during the development

stage by the automobile transmission and electronic TCU manufacturersToincrease avail-
ability(if the AT systemeven with thefailure of Certain signals, itis possibleto provide a sub?
Stitute operation with better drivability thanin the limp home mode.This can be done by
substitute functions The electronicTCU‘ Tails back onsubstitute values: or signals in the case
'oI a breakdowii of certain interfaces Thereis, for example, thepossibility to inn with a pro—
grammable fixed throttle value with abreakdown of the throttle position signal Thisresults
in areduction of the shiftcharacteristics to shift pOints'. Shittingintoall gearsispossible how-
ever: with reduced shiftcomfort. A furthermethodis to. use secondarysignalsin case the erig~
inal signals break dawn. For example the: calculation ofvehicle speed can be from wheel
speed during breakdown of the transmission output speed signaL This technique usually
requires a connection betweenABS and transmission control.The third variantis thecancel-
ing. ofcertainfunctions if(the necessaryinput signalsare missed. For chrnpl'e,‘in the case of a:
kickdo‘Wri switch failuie, the kidcdoWn functionis canceled. This resultsinnodownshift after
operation of the kickdown Downshifts are nevertheless still possible via the full—throttle:

opening point according to the full-Toad shift characteristic
The availability and drivcability of automobiles equipped with electronicTCU1n caSeof

system failurescan beimproved SignificantlyWiththe implementation of substitute Iunchous
This resultsin a con51derableincreasein acceptanceby the driversof automobiles witheiec—
.t‘ronic transmissmnControl

133.3 Adaptation to Driver‘siBehavior andTraffic-Situations

Incertain drivingconditions some disadvantages of the cenventioiial AT can be prevented by
using sen:-learning strategies9 Thisis especrally validWhenimprovmg the compromise in the
shift characteristics regarding gear selection under particular drivingconditionsand under
difficult environmentalconditions Theintention of the selfélearning functions is toprovide

the appropriate shift characterisdc suitable to the driver under all driving.conditions Addi-
tionally, the behavior ofthecar underspecial conditions can be improved by suitable func—

firms. Available input signals of the ear, providedby: the related electronic TCUs frOm
interfaces and communicationhnks, are processed by theTCU With specific algorithmsThe
self-learning functions can be divided into along respectively medium term adaptation for

idriver’8 style detectionand into a shert-ter‘in adaptation which reacts to the present driving
situation,such as hillsor Curves

The core of the adaptivestrategiesis- the drivei’s style detection The drivers:style can be
detectedbylmonitoringof the accelerator pedal movementsThe mpnts are operation speedoperation equency, and the rating position ofthe accelerator pedal. These inputs are pro—1
cessed depending on prioritiesWith Specialalgorithms related to the desired drivingbehavror
oi the car The Calculated driver styleis related to certain shiftmaps. There1s a largechoice of
Shiftmaps available. With the currently knoWn applications there are mostly four different
shift mapsranging from fuel economic to extremely sporty vehicle behavior The calculated.
driver‘s style can also depend on the actual vehicle speed and the shame of constant driving
conditions during a certain driving cycle. These self—learning functions can be calibrated by
the can manufacturer,dependingonhisphilosophy andtarget market In thisway, the number
or" shift maps andthe speed ofthe adaptation have the main influence A furtherpossibility to
match the driver5styleis by rating the, accelerator pedal operationduring vehicle start, to:
example after ared lightstep. Inthis Way the operationspeed and freqhencyofthe Hecelera—
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, tor pedal belOw a certain vehicle speed can be interpreted and calculated as par-t of the
Grit/er"3 style rating 111‘ the event! ofkickdo’w‘n, the shift maps of the driver’3 style iating are
shutdoWn by a pr‘ioIitycommandThe GIiveI haS the "11311111 behavioI ofthe car GUI-ingkick—
down, generallya doWnShift,pIov1d1ng no ofliersafeLy tuncLion1‘s in operahon.

To pI'eVentshift hunting,theselflearnmgfunctions arecarried outover a longIcspectivcly
medium teIm adapLatio'n With the adaptation timeI rangmg from seVeIal seconds up to one
minuteTheSecond part (if theselt-~1earningfunctions13the driving condition detectmnThere
isa correlationbeL'Ween the inputsignals ofLhe transrmssmncontrol andthed ying condltion,

OneofLhe.nI‘afin disadvantages of a convenhonal electronic transmissinn control13 the

upshiftingat eonsta vehicle speed by crossing theupshrft chaiacteiis'ti'c With a reductionof
theaccelerator pedf angleThis results'In an unintended gearshift; espemallyWhen corner-

' ing and When approachingacrossmg or an obstacleTo prevent these gearshifts (L is possible
to use so-calied upsh1ftp1evention Cornering can be detected bythe acceleraLionofthecar

‘ _ along the driving direction related tothe vehicle speed The Vehiclespeed13ealczulated froin
the tran3m1ssi0n output speedThe acceleIaLiOn Canbe detecLed by an acceleration sensor or
by the diffeience between the nondnven Wheel speeds, In thisWay itis pesmbletop1event the

. upshiftWhencorneiing,resultingin acon31derable1mprovementin vehiclestabillty
The detection ofa Crossing or obstacle approach13 possible by the; detection 0f: ‘11 fast off

oond1t1en of Lhe accelerator pedal AL a:certain gradient of the pedal positionthe upshift13
' This1'3 a conmderable advantage especially When overtaking lOW—speedvehicles

1’ . hiftdelay
Another partofthednvmgSituation detection13th . 1ecognltion ofuphillGIIVIng andfun}.

 

 
 

loadcond1t1onsTh1313 30331313 by aGdingspemalfunctionsto the adaptlveHear shiftcontIol .
 
 W11 " " dnv1n"downh11
' ‘ , ‘: . lldrlvmg can he detected hyacomparisonofthrottle posnion and

Vehicle speedgradient A11 upslnft13 prevented and,in Some spec1al cases, adownshift13 acti-
stated by the electronic GUI

Afurthe " Lionof the self—dreamingfuncLions'13 the environmentalmonitoring with related
shift Strategi special apphcahon ‘c'anbe a3elfiearmng w1nLeIprogramTheWhLC]slipofthe
driven Wheels‘1‘3 tempered

 

 
velopment The effio1encvofthe self—learningfunc-

Lionsha3 leGto a Wideacceptance (1‘ , quippedvehicles.The futuredevelopmentconcerning.
new adaptive-functions andan Improvement of the-alreadyknown functions13 an important
area incontrol developmentThiscanhesupported byan increasing shareofelectromeunitsand
interfaces foi' the commumcation betweenumts.W1th multlpleuse ofsemenprov1d1ngthenec-

; cssaIy inputsignals, the_'to_talsystemgain3increased funchonahtv especiaily W1th bussystem3.
Atpresent,an moreasing' shareofmanual;programsWith anAT canhe registrated TheGn'Ver

instructs theATto shift via asztchor apfish'button In thismanner, the (innercan operatethe
ATlike amanual gearbox independently 7 7 ,gsluft Inap3, with onlythe safety functionsIn]

‘ nee, especrally1n the sports car InaIke't. These rune.
' nall be calibrated and apphed‘hythecarmanufacturer with data relannc to his philos—
 
 

 

(zen, , ntionalATcontrol WithOuL canceling he ,7 dvantages1n diivmgcomfortand safety

(‘3.4 COMMUNICATIONS WITH OTHERELECTRONIC
CONTROL UNITS ,7 7 p . 
  

Wlth' the eXistence of electronie'Control units for various applications111 vehicles,many oppor-
tunitiesexist tohnkth‘ese ECUsandtoestabhshcommunications betWeentliemflhe mainpart—
(Lot Of theTCU is the engine management system Due to the couplingof engine and
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transrmssmn Within 'lI;e vehicle powertrainitis necessary tQ haVe aninterface betweenthese
ECUsforafunctionalcouplingand aninteIchange of signalsIris essentialerthepressure;con-7
trol inside thetransmissioncontrol to sens0I the; engineload the:enginespeed and the t1 Iottle
positionThe engine torunreduction during shiftingisalso important toestablish a goodshift
comfort and a:satisfactorylifetime for the clutchesBy hanQing oyiQr certainSignals like posnion
leVer state, lockupcondition,orshif ornmand othe enginemanagement: ”hefdriVingcomfort;
Ofthevehicle can be, improvedSignificantlyAn.1 Zerfaceto ABS and tractioncontiolis useful.
for Someselflearning functionsfin he gtransmissio ' ontrolwhen usingthe wheel Speeds

ItispossIhle' to implement certain shift strateg IthQ transmissmn control as an active
support for ABS and traction control.A link totheelectronic throttle control Qr cruise con—
trol makesit possibletooptimize certain functionsfor thetotalvehicle,Byinterfaces between
the ECUs;a reduction of the sensor expense results by amultiple use Via communications
Suitablelinks includeespec1ally, PWMor bus configurationsfor trouble-freecommunication
Bus Systems in particular haVe the advantage: ofthe link——up of»additional ECUs without
changing their existinghardware. Additional ocupling requires only a software change. The
interchange ofrequiredsupplementarysignals formew functions1 pQSSible without any prob.—
lems‘ An eXampleof powertrain management by coupling thepowertramlECUs to aohieVQ
leer fuelconsumption,Simultaneouslyimproving thQ driveabihty,is described. as follows.

 

 

 

135 OPTIMIZATION OF THE DRIVETRAIN
 

The newest generation of tiansmissmn controllers has overcome the ermer disadvantage
regarding fuel CfflCICIlCY Adaptivefunctionsin cooperation wrthcarefully deSigned turque
co‘h‘Verte‘r clutch control,a which allows the clutchto be closed even at lowgeais have
improvedfuel consumption Significantly Based on the;driV ’sbehavior together With an
adaptive shiftstrategyas prevrouslydescribedpa of the TC 7 . f’rs adaptiveprogramsoftware
may select an economy or even super-econom shift strategy whenever possible. There'15',‘
hQWQVQr stillmore potentialfor fuelcoonomy“ “Optimizationofthednvetrain

The conceptcalled Mastershiftwis shoWn‘ n Fig. 13ll Thebasic ideais to interpret the
acceleratorpedal pos1tionas anacceleration requestThat acceleration requestor arequest
for wheel torqufie has to be converted by operat g theengineathightorque i. e17 open throt—
tle andlowrpm values In order to realize this, it is necessary to useanelectronicthrottle Con—r
trol system The communication betweenthe electronicthrottlethe engine, and transmission

 
 
  

 

 

:is shownin Fig '1312

MaSterShift, concept for drivetiatn, optimizations

Beetroot economy: with excellent
1‘ Id'rivm‘g‘ dynamic . interpretationof gas pedal position

asacceleration request

E—Y) Operation of engine athigh torque
" (open throttl‘e'Ian'd low Speed

 
Information exchange between

electronic throttle control
:ertronlotranSmissloh control and
electronicengine control

 

FIGURE 13.11 TDrivetrain operation. ' '
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' w?

Mastershiftlogibal stru ture

FIGURE 13.12 Mastershif logicalstructure and conniiunication EbelW'een differentcon-
trol systems I“ i

 
 
 

 

> Insuch a‘ systema Well-defined coordination betWeen the engine .t‘ " " e;1111ai111y given by
throttle position (311‘ mass), fuel masS£,-_andignition angle- on Oneside and Selection of the
appropriate: gear including torque cenvert‘er Clutch on thenth ire Depend-

ing‘ on. thetype ofengine fuel consumption can bereduced 111111 in with this

 

the additional degree of freedom givenbytheelectronic throttle control Itis 1105311316to
operate the throttle angle during the gear shiftin such a Wayas to achieve 60115131111? wheel -
torquebeforeand after downshifts

136 FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS      
    

 
Infutureyears,developmentworkWillbeconcentratedonredesrgnofhardware coniponents for 1
cost reduction, improvementofyield to reducefuel consumptiOn,1éand improvement of drive
ability A{good approachtomeet Costtarget5on the electronichardware side Wouldbetoinfe-
gratetwo ormore individual control modulesinto:a commonhousnig Regarding theelectronic
components,one could continueusingtwoseparatenucrccontrollers ’

 
’I 5 would have theadvan—

tage thatthe Software develOprnentandapplicationcouldbedone individually for twodifferent
systems, for example engine"and trunsmrssrou controllersAnotherApproachcould heto:mount
the TCU en the transmissioii housing itselfiThis could Iead to a signifi 'nt redUCtionin the
expense to: the wiringharness Here, hOWeVer,theproblem of hostileambient temperatureson
electroniccomponentshas to be solVedToday’5stand—alone nematorscouldbeintegratedinto a
commonh0us1ng‘similarto the solutionshown byChrysler Cor-p.111itsA604 transmission.

' The improvement6f- the-yieldis amain topic ferdesigners ofATSOilpumpsand torque
converters are a majorsourceofenergy 105585. A Significantimprovementof yield will he pos:
:sible as soon as torque ConVerter. clutches are availableWith the capability for continnOnsslip
operation The torque ConverterclutCh can then heOperated111‘ IoWgears and at low engine
speedsWithout facing problems fromdrivetrain oSCilla‘tions and/ornoiseemission

The driveabilttyis the most impbrtantfeature for thedrivers acceptanceofATs In addi—'
tion to the self—adaptive functions described,theimplementationofshiftstrategies benefiting
from control algorithms using fuzzy them}!may furtherimprove dil’VCdblllty '
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13.20 CON’ERQL SYSTEMS

  

 

 

 

Traction transntlon during downshlft

 conventiona!

Hmm

Tractionidfqfle—-‘—+   
 

Engine torque—P I A 77’ ,Engmetorquew—Vér

1, FIGUREIBJfl Gongtant traction torque by dpefrafion‘offluoffle op'gsning rigging ggrar‘shifvt.

MSW!
     

ASIC Appliéat‘iqn—s’pe'cificintegrated'circuit. .»
AT; Automatidt‘rzmsmi’ssibn.

ATF Automatié ugnsinission flfiid.

CAN COfiiraller, area network.

CV1? Cuntinuously variable transmssmn

EEPROM 'Elécti‘icalIy arasable, ahd'programmabla read-mfly memory.

EMC‘ ElecunmagneiiCIéompatfibility V

” EPROM Exagablg programmixfilereafl—‘only‘memoxy. V ‘
,: PWM Pulse-width modulation

: RAM Random acceSsmemory

RFI Radio frequency interference

'TCC: Torque converter clutch,

cTCU T:aflsmissibn control unit,
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Richard Valentine
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14 1 CRUISE ONTROL SYSTEM 
 

A vehicle speedcontrol system canrange from asimple throttle latchingdeviCe to a sophisti—
'cated digital controller that constantlymaintainsa set speedunder Vjar‘ying driving conditions
The next generation 0felectronicspeed control systems willprobably stillher: a separatemod-1
ule (black box),the same as preSent~d y; systemsbut will sharedatafromthe engine ABS and
transmission controlSystems.Futuris ccruise control systemsthat include radar sensors to
measure the rateofclosure to other vehicles andadjust the speed to maintaina constant dis-
tancearepossible but need significantcost reductions for Widespread privatevehicle iiSag'e.

The objective: of an automatic vehiclecruise contiolis to sustain a steady Speed under
Valyingroad Conditions thusallowing the vehicle operafter ‘to relaxfrom constant foot th rots
tle manipulationIn some eases the cruisecontrol system may actuallyimprove the vehicle5
fuel efficiency value by limiting throttle excurSions to small stepsBy using the power and
speed of aniicrocontroller device and tuzry logic softwaredesign an excellentcruise contr01,
system can be demgned

14.1511 Functional Elements

Thecruise control system is a closed¥loop Speedcentrol as shown inFig141The key input
signalsaie the driver5 speed setpoint and the vehicle5 actual speedOther important inputs
are the fasteraccelfslowerceas‘t driver adiustmentsresume, oil/off, brake switCh and engine
control messages The: key output signals are the throttle control seIVO actuator values. Addi-
tional output signals include cruise ON Emd serviCe indicators, plus messages to theengine
and/or tianSmis’sion control system and possmly data for diagnostics

1411.21 Perfbrmance Expectations

The ideal cruise system features would include the: following specifications:

3 Speed performance: :iO.51n1/hrcontrol at lessthan 'Svpereent grade, and i1 rn/hreontro‘l or
vehicle limit over‘S percent grader

‘ Reliability Circuit designed to withstand eyervoltagetiansients; reverse voltages, and
power dissipationof components kept tominimum

1411'
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v , 111111.111:

" {Mon 1191.11 : 

 
 ‘ .j InputSlgnal

'~Conditioning
(Eleilters)

(OVR)

 

  

 
FIGURE 14.11 Cruise control SYStem.

- Appizcntzonoptions: BychangingEEPROM viaa simple serial data interface6: over the ;
MUX network the (muse softwarecan be upgraded and opttmize‘d for specific:vehicle-1
types“.These prowsmnsallow forvarioussensors;861vos andSpeed ranges

-Driveradaptabtlzty ’Ihe iesponsetime of thecruisecontrol can beadjusted tomatch the:
driver’3 preferences Within :the constraints ofthe vehmle3performance

 
eontfol medule’s footprint

114.13: safety Considerations[Failsaf'el

Severalsafety factors need to becons1dered foI a vehicle speed cOntrOldesign. The most
basio'isa method designedinto the throttlecontrol ciI uitioinsure afallsafemode of oper—
ationin theevent that themicrocontroller OI actuator dIiv  

brake sw1tch 01 cruise off switch1s activated no matter thebondinon of the MCU orservo
actuator controltransistors. (This asSum'es the actuators are mechanically111 good shapeand
will release)

DtheI safety-reIated items includeprogramcodeto detectabnounal operanngeonditions
and pIeselying into memorythe datapoints associated thhthe abnormal send 7. onfox later
diagnostics Abnormalconditions forexample,could be an inteIniittentvehiclespeed sensor,
or erIatii: driver SWitch signals. A testcould also be made duringtheinitial ignition “key on
time” plus any time the c1111se isactiVated to verify themegfityofthe cruise systeIn,Withany
faults resulting111 a warning indicator to the driver.Obviously,the most SeriOHS iatilt to avoid
is runawayacceleration Centinuous monitoring ofthe MCU and key contgolelements Will
help minimizethe potentialfor this type of fault.
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CRUISE CONTROL: 14.3,

14.2 MICROCONTROLLER REQUIREMENTS FOR CRUISE
CONTROL  

 

TIEMCU fOI'CIIiISC control applications requires highfiinstionality The MCU would IHClnde
the following; " I ' ,

s a precise 'internialitimebaise forithe speed measurementcalculations

a AID inputs

1. BWM outputs.

é-1 timer input capture

:- "ti'imer; output companies

I serial data portfiMUX port),
1.: :ihtejrnal‘watchdog
.1 ,EEPROM '

- lowepower‘CMQS technology

14i21f1 v Inpn‘tiSignals

The speed sensor isone of the most critical partsinthe systembecause the niicrocontroller
calculates ti‘e.vehicle speed from the speed 8611501’5 signal to WIthin /2 m/h.Any speedometer
cable Whip :or oscillation can cause errors to be introduced into the speed Calculation An
averagingroutine in the speed calculationscanminimize this effect The speedometersensor
drives. the microcon‘tiollerz’s timer input capture line or the externalinterrupt line. The MCU
then calculates the vehiclesspeed from thefrequency of the senSOI signals and the MCU
internal timebase The Vehicle3‘ speedvalueis continually updated and stored intQ RAMfor
use by the basm speed control program Speed sensors traditionally haste beena simple ac
generator lecated1n thetransmission or speedometercable.The ac generatm produces an ac
voltage waveform withitsfrequency proportional to the Sensor5 rpm andvehicle speed Opti—
calsensors in the speedometer head can also beincorporated Usually thespeed sensor pro—
doses 91 number ofpulses01 cycles per kin or mileWith themcieasmgABS system usage a
Vbaekupspeed sensor value eculd be obtained from the ABS Wheelspeedsensors TheABS
speed data could be obtained byway ofa MUX netWork

The user COmmand switch signals could either be single MCUinput lines to each sWiteh
contact01 amore complex analog resistor diinder typeto anAd") input line,Other input sig-
nals of interest to the cruise systemprogiani WouId be throttle posttion transmissmn or clutch
status AIC status actuator diagnoshcs enginestatus, etcwhich could be obtained over the
MUXdata netWork

14.2.2 Program Flow

The microcontrolleris programmed to measure the: rate ofvehiclespeed and note how much
andin which direction the vehiclespeedis drifting The standard PI (proportional-integral)
method producesone output signal p thatisproportionalto thedifference between the set—
speed and actual vehicle speed (theerrorvalue) byaproportional gain block Kp Another sig-
nailzisgeneratedthat rampstip or down ata rate set by the erior signal magnitudeThe gains
“of bothKiand Kpare chosen to prdvidea quick response but with little instability In effect
the PI system addsup the error rate over time and,1herefore if an nndetspeed condition
occurs as ina: long Uphillgrade the errorsignal will begin to greatlyIncrease to try to com—
‘pensate Underlevel driving conditions, the integral Controi block Ki will tend toward zero
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ActUator

W ' Control I 7 35591115313531:

 

 
I, Dflvazmln

FIGURE 14.2 'Plspeedserror control.

because thereis less erroI over timeThe vehicles weight engine performance and rolling
'res1stance all factorinto determine the PI gain constantsIn summary, the PI method allows
"fast response to abrupt gradesor mountains andstahle operationunder lightgrades or hills
Figure 14.2 shows the trad1tioiral PI cruisecentroldiagram

14.2.3; Output 'Cfohfrols

When theerror, ‘ ’gnalhas beencomputed an output signal to the sero actuatorsisgenerated »
toincrease,hoi oI decrease the throttleposrtionTheservoisupdatedatarate than:1s within

- the servos mechanical operatingspecrficahonswhichcouldbe several millisecondsTheerror

signalcan be computed ' t a much fasIer rateand,therefore,gives extratime for some ave1_'~
' ‘ l ‘ ’ ii , sensor s1'gnall

Throttlepos1t10111ngf adltionallyeither a vacuum typeservo or motor The vacuumsup-
ply tothe vacuum serv, c uatoris disCharged:as a:failsa‘femeasurewheneverthe brakesys—
tem is engaged"111addition to the normal turn-eff Oftheactuator driver :coils. Electric servo-

typemotors requiremore complex drive electronics and some type ofmechanical failsafe

 
 

 
           14.3 CRUISECONTROLSOFTWAHE '
  
  

The cruise errorcalculation algothmcan be demgnedaroundtradltional mathmodelssuch
as PI orfuzzy logic

14.3}:1- Fuzzy Logic Examples

Fuzzy logicallows Somewhateasierimplementation ofthespeed error calculat1on because its
design syntax uses sirnple linguistics For example: IFspeeddifference negative and small, ,
THENincrease hrottle slightly.

The outputis theiradplsted tosligh V £"1ncrease the throttleThe throttleposrtron Update »
i'ateis determinedbyanother fuzzyp gram Which leeks for the drivers cruiseperformance
request (slow, medium, orfast reactio ‘ the application type (small medium for largeengine
size) andothercruisesystem factory preset parameters. Figure 14.3shOWS one partof a fuzzy
Logic designfor- computmgnormalthrottleposmon Otherpartswould computetheeffects of
otherinputs such asresume driverhabits,engine type and he i .

Other program design requirements include verificatioh that the input sig'ials fall within
expected boundaries For example, abrokenor intermittent speed sensor could he:detracted.
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ERUISE CONTROL 14.5

Vehicle Speed to Setpoint Error

  
 

MRULES

IF VehIcIaSpeed Error NLnrgg? ND D030e0IrieIe Large THEN momm- Large Increase
IF VeficheSpeedError NLargeAND De‘aocal rem Medium THEN ThIquIepoa Medum Increaeel s .

’31
7 OutputSignal

:cammmn .- 1  
is

IF VehIeleSpeed Error Nvemall AND Dawes! raIe‘Vsr’rrsII THEN Eromepogemml IncreauIF ‘ y ,

 I-soaIIng, Interface control,» etc. .7 a2

  
b,

IF VehlckaSpeed Error PLnr’ge‘ ANfi‘WIW‘? LargeTHENTIjrqtflepgs urge Decrease

 .1 TfirdttleICorilrolpqum

Inmjme PQSII‘IQIISIep SIze
Inga mum smug No Smal Medum L‘arbe

Decrease Decrease Decrease Change Increase Increase Increase,

 
ISSUE! E3 14.13» :szy‘spiced 'éIrnIgIQgIaIn flow.

A heavily leaded vehicle With a small engine maynot be; able IMO maintain a high setpoint
speed Upasteep grade and the cruisecontrolneedsto bedIsengagcd to p‘IQt‘éct' the engine

fromsustalned full»IhIottle operalmn undeIa heavy load.This could be preset to occur 20

 
 

   

I fiertanl Conditions; For(#th1316if a highw
' asetpo‘int speedQf 125 kmlh (78 1111111),
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14.6 CONTROL SYSTEMS

driver Itvrfuit‘ously hits the CILuiseIeSutne switch ntthis lowspeedfiht‘; Cruise control inVles a
neat: full—throttle action, and an accident is likely A fuzzy idesign can limit the: acceleration
upon iesume usungsnnpleInlessuch as IFIesume‘ and bigspeedeII‘oITHENInc‘Iease throt"
tieshghfly

14.3.21 Adaptive Programming-

.Thb teSansé time: and gain IIIII (muse IyIIIIIIII IIadjusted‘io mannindividual-driver's.
For exampIe‘ some drivers may prefeI to aIIQW the vehicle; to slow down semen! tr‘When

climbing a grade and thenIespdnd quickly to maintainasetspeed Other driversmay prefera
c0nstant speed atall times, While stillether’ drivers may prefeI a ver slow respondingCruise
system to maximize fueleffimencyThecruisesystemcan beadapted eitheI by 21 than sEi" ' ‘
switch Cslow, mediumfast) or by analyzingthedriveIsaccelerauon/deacceleiation habits
.dfiling noncruis‘e: opeIdtlon Once these habits aIe analyzeLL theycan be groupedinto the
tin e prewousl' (mentioned categoIies. One dIaWbaclc‘ of a‘to III; automaticadaptive cruise

' ' 7 1(111Sdrlveis WithVastly differentdriving preferences operatethe vehicleon
the samet 3111,76cruise system would have to be‘retiained” for eachdriver.

 
 

 

 

Many ofthe ICquiIed eienients0f»demise controlCanbelinegrated1nto7 oneSinglechlpMCU
device F01 example,theactuatm drivers can be deSIgned.1n the MCU if the]:chCI quuire-s
ments are on the loWside ’

€14.45?!E Automatic Cruise system,

 
Figure 14.4 shows anexpenmentai,s terndesign f6Ia Cruise control based upon , ..
tom 8 or 16—bit single--C7hipMCUthatglncorporates special high—pCWer Outputdriverelements '-
and21 built-in voltage regulator

14.4.2 safety Backup examples

The design 'fofa cruise ControlSystem should include many safeguard5.

. A testtodetermine vehicle speed ConditiCns orcommand inpufithntdo nn't fall Mthifithe
11617111211conditions 1071 opeiationbfthe muse control function

I A test to determine if the vehiclespeed has decreased beloWWhEII the Cruise routine can
compensate for.

7- Speedsetpoint minimumsand maximums C30 Inn/h min to1257 kahmax forexample)are
checked and,ifeXceededwillCause the cruise function to turn off

~ SpeedometerCabIe tailineISdetected by checking forspeed sensor electrical Outputpulses
mma100ms lime peIiod and ifthese puises aie absent the system is disengaged

- Softwareprogramtraps shouldalsobe scattered thIoughout, the program and, if memery:
per- 's' ’at theend Cf each progIam. loopThese will catch an out—Qf-centrol pIogIajmand
initiate 7a VeCtoI restart.
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CRUISE CONTROL ~ 14.1

~- , 61:11:12; 3

WEE;SizeadSensor ' >—   
Selectotétfiiflas SQffii-CUSiOm

éon-Off ' , ; ’ :1 1
-Set~Gaaetv: , . MCU:

" ‘.,_;..:Beaqmer'Accia‘! ‘ t *' A A" 7: L: , If; 7 j V
7' ' ' ’ ’ ‘ 1 FY”, .ljljataBua“ ‘ 

 

'1, , if Throttle
, Phaltionar‘

Actuator ‘ 
  

  

  
‘FIGUREVHA Automafie-cruise‘ooritwh

144.3 E1111 and RFl,’ Noise Problems»

As with any electronic design, consuieration mustbe given to suppressmg RFI (radio fre—
quencyinterference) from thecircuit, beSides minimizing effebts: of external EMI (electro-
magnettomterference)and RFI to thecircuit’s normal operation. ItIs not uncommon that the
circuit must operatein RFfields up to 200 V/rn intensny This regimes careful layout of the
module5 PCB (printed Circuit board)11defilterson alllines goinginor out of the module
f’I‘h‘e module case mayeven have to contain some type. of RF shielding Minimizing generated
RFI from thecruisecitsuit; can be accomplishedby operating the MCUS Crystal oscillator at
a minimal powerlevel CthisIScontrolled mostly by theMCU internal design),careful PCB
:trace layoutof the MCU oscillator area, metal shieldingover the MCU groundplaneson the
PCB Underthe MCU, and setting the actuator switching edge transition tinies to OVBf 101115.:
(See Chaps 23’ and28)

T45 FUTURE CRUISE CONCEPTS
 

Severalresearch projects are underway todevelop a erash avoidance:system thatcould be
interconnected with a cruise system. The development ofa low—cost distancesensor thatcan
measure up to a feW hundredInetersawayWith a tight fecal pointin all weather conditiotis‘
isproving to beachallenge.When a practical.vehicular distancesensor is available the cruise
control can be programmedto maintain either constant speed or constant distance to
another vehicle, Othermethods of cruise control could include receiving a roadside signal

that giVes an optimum speed value for the vehiclewhen travellingWithincertain trafficcon-
1101 areas
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13.8 CONTROL SYSTEMS

 
14.5.1 Road COndifiuns lntegfatibn with [VHS

The IVHS(Intelligent Vehlcle‘—Highway System)networkmay he a more practical approach
to settingoptimumcruise speedvalues for groups of Vehicles. The IVES can monitor road

conditionslocal Weatheretcand broadcast optimal speed data values forvehiclesin itszone.
(SeeChap 29.j)

GLOSSARY

Analoginput Sensorsusually generatedeemssignals that aredirectly proportional to the
mechanism being sensed.The Signalis therefore analogorea‘nvary from a mihimum limitto

a maXiinum limitNormally, an 8—bit MCU AID inputusinga SLV reference, the amilog input,
resolutionIS 1 bit,- which15 1/256 of 5 Vor 00193 V. “

Defuzztficatmn The processof translating output grades to analog ‘output values.
Fuzzuficahon Theprocess of translating analog input Values toinputmemberships or labels

1 Fuzzy logic Softwaredesrgn based Upon a reasoning model lather than fixed mathematical
algorithms.Afuzzylogi es‘igfi allows LJiesystem engineer toparticipatein the Softwaredesign
because the fuzzy languageis linouisuc and built upon easy—tocomprehendfundamentals

 

InferenceengineTheintemal softwaiep1ogiaui thatpioduces Outputvalues through fuzzy ,
rules forgiveninput valuesThe mierenoe processInvolVes three steps;fuzzmcahonruleeval-
nation andClGflIZZlfmaUOIL

Input mémberShips The inputsignal or sensor range isdividedinto degrees of;membership,
1e low medium,highot-Cold 'c‘ool, comfortablewarmhotEach of these membershiplabels
isassigned numericalvalues 01 gitades

Outputmemberships The output signalis(loaded intogrades such as off,sloW,medium, faSt
and full--01'1. Numeucal values are asSigned toeachg1tide Grades can beeitheiSingleton (one
value)Or Mandahi (arangeofvalues pergrade)

Rule evaluatmn Outputvalues are computedpertheinputmemberships andtheir1elation-
ship to the outputmemberships The number of rulesis usually Set by thetotalhuniber of
input membershlps and the total numberof output membeishipsThe iules: consmt of IF
mputvarAis :x,AND InputvarBisy, THEN mum is z

jSenIicustom MCU A11MCU (mmrocontroller unit) that incorporates normal MCU ele-
"meritsplususer-spemfiedperipheialdevices such as higher—power portoutputsmpecxal times
:uhils etc Mixed semiconductor technOIOgies, such as high-density CMQS (HCMOS) and
:bipolai analog,are availablein asemicustoin MCUGenerally, ECMOSis limited to 10V
whereas bipolar—analogisusable:to 60V;
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  CHAPTER 22

ON- AND OFF-BOARD *

DIAGNOSTICS, 1 

Wolfgang Bremer, Frieder Heintz, and Robert Hugel
Robert BOSch GmbH

22.1 WHY DIAGNOSTICS? 1% 

The desire for greater safety, driving comfort, and environmental compatibility is leading to a
rapid increase in electronic control units and sensors in upper class, medium-sized, and com—
pact vehicles. Additional functions and their corresponding equipment in today’s cars create

more and more difficult to diagnose faults in such systems and to resolve them within a rea— - .
sonable period. ' | 

2.1.1 Diagnostics in the Past and Today

On-board diagnosis has been limited thus far to a few error displays and fault storage ' . 1
achieved by relatiVely simple means. It has been left more or less to each manufacturer to "
decide to what extent diagnosis would be carried out. Diagnosis always means the working
together of man and machine and consists essentially of three major components. registration a i
of the actual condition, knowledge of the vehicle and its nominal condition, and strategy— '
how to find the smallest exchangeable deficient component by means of combining and com-
paring both the nominal and actual conditions.

All three points are inseparably connected. Only the means to the end have changed over 1
we. The oldest andsimplest method of diagnosis is that done with the help of our sense 1
Organs, but the limits of this kind of diagnosis are obvious. In fact, the objective in the devel- 1

opment of diagnostic techniques1s the extension of human abilities with the aid of diagnostic 1
tools1n order to be able to measure more precisely and more directly, to compare more objec- i
tively, and to draw definiteconclusions;

The development of control techniques was essentially determined by the following items: :
the'development of automotive engineering; the structure of workshops—that is, essentially
the relation between the costs of labor and materials; and the development of electronics and
data processing.

' For a long time, motor diagnosis was limited to ignition control and timing. In the 1960s,
new exhaust--'gas measuring instruments for fuel injection adjustment were developed, but the
mechanic still had to make the diagnosis In the 1980s, the introduction of electronics1n the .
vehicle was followed by a new generatidn of measuring instruments in the workshops. Not . 1

22.1
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22.2 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

 'wmmiiwawmvmmwwmiw,  
FIGURE 22.1 Evolution of diagnostic test equipment.

only were separate measurements combined with comprehensive test procedures, but also the
information about the nominal condition of the vehicle was storedin a data memory. 1 A View
of the developmentis shown1n Fig. 221

As more and more electronic systems were added to cars the more difficult it became to
determine the actual condition1n case of a defect. Soon a multitude of connecting cables and
adapters were required to reach the necessary measuring points. Moreover there was an
increasing amount of information needed to make an effective diagnosis. In the majority of
workshops, diagnosis is carried out as shown in Fig. 22.2. The most important test points of 

 
FIGURE 22.2 Present~day diagnostic connector installation in a vehicle. 
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ON— AND OFF-BOARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.3

control units and sensors are tied to a diagnostic connector Which is plugged into 'the measur—
ing instrument with a corresponding adapter for the respective vehicle. Because of the per- i
manently increasing amount of electronic functions, it is necessary to develop connectors with '
more and more contacts. It is evident that this method soon will become too unwieldy.

‘ Modern electronics in vehicles support diagnosis by comparing the registered actual val-
ues With the internally stored nominal values with the help of control units and their self—diag—
nosis, thus detecting faults. By interconnecting the measuring instruments, a detailed survey of
the entire condition of the vehicle is available and an intelligent on—board diagnostic system
is able to carry out a more precise and more definite localization of_the defect.2'With the help
of an interconnection and standardization of the interface leading to the external tester, the
many different complex and expensive adapters have become superfluous. Modern diagnosis
will look like what is shown in Fig. 22.3.

 

  
  

FIGURE 22.3 Future diagnostic connector installation in a vehicle.

Instead of a multiplicity of adapters there is only a single standardized interface, provided 1 f
by the diagnostic processor. By means of interconnection, the diagnostic processor is provided ;
with all available data and the condition of the vehicle is known. With the help of the diag— 1 ;
nostic processor, the external measuring instrument has access to the measuring and diagnos— ‘
tic values of the sensors and is able to directly reach the actuator for measuring purposes.3

Such a diagnosis also demands a certain change in the functional structure of a vehicle. {
Corresponding hierarchical models have already been presented.4 ‘

      
2 Reasons for Diagnostics in Vehicles

Which are the most important reasons for diagnostics as demanded and desired in today’s
vehicles?

Existing Diagnostic Problems. A number of diagnostic problems must be resolved: .

- Early diagnostic information was related only to single components and control units. In
case of a defective comprehensive system, every unit, component, sensor, and connecting  
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22.4 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

cable of the system had to be tested and controlled. This was a very time consuming and
expensive process.

- Because of the single component and control unit checks, it was impossible to analyze all
the additional data correlated with a particular defect.

- In the case of a defect in single sensors or units, the car was often inoperable. Taking into
consideration all available information about the vehicle, it is possible to use alternative
parameters and proceduresin order to achieve at least a so—called limp-home function and
sometimes continue the use of the vehicle under only slightly limited operating conditions.

- Usually there was only a global error display with an often ambiguous warning light avail—
able for the driver. Drivers desire more detailed information and especially guidelines for
what procedures should be followed.

0 The multitude of adapter cables, plugs, diagnostic equipment, and communication inter-
faces in a workshop has become so complex that the effectiveness decreased dramatically,
with the repair costs increasing diSproportionally.

  

1 New Legal Proposals. Worldwide new legal proposals and governmental regulations [e,g.,
‘ California Air Resources Board (CARB), On Board Diagnostics 11 (OBDII), Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA)] are forcing manufacturers and subcontractors to seek more prof—
itable, effective, and convincing diagnosis of vehicles.

Serial Data Networks New serial data networks for the connection of control units and

vehicle body components, installedin the vehicle, offer the possibility of absolutely new opti-
mum approaches and even anticipate maintenance and diagnosis up to the introduction of
autodidactic data processing systems and external data bases56 7 8

Wmuuminimmmfiwm
International Initiatives for Standardization. Initiated by legislative and governmental
demands for better diagnostics in the area of emission control, initiatives for standardization
in the entire diagnostic field in vehicles were launched during recent years to achieve world-
wide standardization of tools, interfaces, connectors, and protocols.

22.1.3 Diagnostic Tasks in Vehicles

In order to minimize the number of defects or even to completely avoid them a vehicl

requires regular checks. In case of an inevitable defect, a clear and directed diagnosis i
required and has to be followed by a prompt, reliable, and inexpensive repair. Therefor
appropriate diagnostic systems are being developed considering the following targets: simpli
fication of maintenance fault indicationin time, guidelines for the driverin case of a defect
and safer and faster repairs with the help of a specific fault indication .

In addition to technical considerations, environmental aspects are now being taken int

consideration as reflectedin the diagnostic concepts. In the future, only perfect systems will
be accepted, in order to keep environmental pollution to a minimum _Itis understandab
therefore, that legislators insist on increased monitoring standards, particularly for exhau
related components. .

As an example of the new monitoring standards, consider the requirements of CA
and EPAin the United States and the resulting consequences for diagnosis. At the mom
the extent of such a detailed monitoring has to be a compromise between the differ
requirements and the possible technical and economical solutions, but the envi'ronin
aspects will gain more and more importance. The increased amount of available data
certainly permit a considerably higher rate of in—depth fault localization and will also
clear fault identification without interactive outside intervention Having know1edge 9
functional interrelationships and access to all essential data, a picture of the defect

created with the help of individual pieces of information. The driver and the Workshd" 
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ON» AND OFF-B OARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.5

then be provided with“appropriate instructions. In this context, on—board expert systems are
being considered. '

For an effective and successful diagnosis today and in the future the following tasks and
targets can be defined.

Fault Storage with Boundary Conditions. A very important aspect of modern diagnosis is
the clear and reliable analysis of the respective fault. During the self—diagnosis, it is absolutely
necessary to store not only the respective fault information but also all relevant marginal
parameters in the control unit, e.g., ambient temperature, velocity, engine speed, engine
knock, and so on. The additional data can be stored when a defect occurs as well as during
specified intervals around the moment of a' defect. Such additional data is called “freeze
frame” data.9

Fault Localization. Mechanics must be able to locate a defective control unit quickly and
then determine which component of that control unit is at fault so that it can-be replaced.

Data Correlation, Recognition ofImminent Faults. A large amount of data useful for the
analysis of a vehicle is now available and even more will be available in the future. These data

will have to be evaluated and compared with the help of modern data processing techniques,
including fuzzy logic, neural networks, autodidactic systems, and expert systems. These tech-
niques will not only enable the diagnosis of the actual condition of the vehicle but will also
determine future maintenance needs. As a result, the reliability and availability of a vehicle
will be increased and the possible consequences of a defect kept to a minimum. The driver can
also be forewarned about imminent problems and can then take appropriate steps before
starting on a trip.

Parameter Substitution. The breakdown of a sensor in modern diagnostic procedures is not
necessarily followed by a lack of the respective information. After having diagnosed a fault, the
diagnostic computer—with the aid of the available information—is often able to compute an
auxiliary parameter to replace the original one As a result, either a limp—home condition is pos—
sible or else the nominal function can be assured but under slightly limited conditions Simple
examples for such a calculated parameter are vehicle speed (considering the gear and the syn-
chronous speed, or the antilock braking information, or the data of the navigation system), motor
temperature (considering the outside temperature and the operating time), and the amount of
remaining fuel (considering the last actual fuel content and the calculated consumption).

Providing Guidelines. As mentioned earlier, a diagnostic system has to provide clear infor-
mation to the driver in case of a defect. A global warning indication is not sufficient. The
driver needs to learn the extent of the defect and its consequences by appropriate text, graph—
ics, or synthetic voice. In addition, the driver needs to be told the steps that have to be taken
(e.g., “refill cooling water,” “minimum speed to the next service station, risk of engine break-
down,” “stop, brake system out of order”).10

The diagnostic monitoring system can also be used, if there is no service station nearby, as
a substitutional off-board system. The defect is then localized by an interactive working
together of the indicating system and an appropriate input medium.

External Diagnostic Access. For off—board diagnosis, the diagnostic system of the vehicle
has to provide a standardized access to all relevant components, control units, and stored
information. This standardized access might also be used by the vehicle manufacturer, legisla—
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22.6 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

tor, application engineer, and the end—of—the—line programmer. The access itself has to be con-
trolled with the help of an appropriate mechanism to prevent possible abuse.11

Logbook Function. The control unit or the diagnostic computer of the vehicle is supposed
to store every repair that has been carried out in the format of a logbook. It should contain
the time and name of the workshop, every exchanged and newly installed element, every
inspection carried out, and so forth.

 
22.2 ON-BOARD DIAGNOSTICS

The more complex automobiles became, the greater the number of electronic systems and the
more difficult became the registration of the actual condition in case of a defect. To reach the
necessary measuring points, many connecting cables and adapters were required. In addition,
much data about the different systems and their working together was needed to allow a sys—
tem—specific diagnosis. Modern electronics with self—diagnosis supports the service mechanic
by registrating the actual values, comparing them with the nominal values, and diagnosing
faults that are stored for repair purposes. Actually, the internal functions are checked when—
ever an ECU is turned on.

First, the checksum of the program memory is checked together with its function and the
correct version. Then a read and write test of the RAM cells is performed. Special peripheral
elements (e.g.,AD converters) are also checked within this test cycle. During the entire oper~
ating time of the vehicle, the ECUs are constantly supervising the sensors they are connected
to. With the help of an adequate interpretation of the hardware, controllers are able to deter—
mine whether a sensor has a short circuit to ground or battery voltage, or if a cable to the sen—
sor is interrupted. By comparing the measured values and the stored technical data, a
controller is able to determine whether the measured values exceed the limits, drift away, or
are still within the tolerable limits. The combination of information provided by other sensors
allows the monitoring for plausibleness of the measured values.

Sensors are tested similarly to the way actuators are monitored for short circuits or inter—
ruptions of cables. The check is carried out by measuring the electric current or reading the
diagnostic output of intelligent driver circuits. The function of an actuator under certain con-
ditions can be tested by powering the actuator and observing the corresponding reaction of
the system. If discrepancies to the nominal values are diagnosed, the information is stored in
an internal fault memory together with relevant outside parameters, e.g., the motor tempera— «
ture or the engine speed. Thus, defects that appear once or under certain conditions can be. j
diagnosed. If a fault occurs only once during several journeys, it is deleted. The fault memory
can be read later in the workshop and provides valuable information for the mechanic.

In case of a detected defective sensor, the measured values are replaced by nominal value
or an alternative value is formed using the information of other sensors to provide at least

limp-home function. 5
With the help of an appropriate interface, a tester can communicate with the ECUs, rea

the fault memory and the measured values, and send signals to the actuators. In order to b
able to use self-diagnosis as universally as possible, manufacturers aim at the standardizati
of the interface and the determination of appropriate protocols for data exchange. .

Another task of self—diagnosis is the indication of a defect to the driver. Faults are mostl"
indicated by one or more warning lights on the dashboard. Modern developments aim
more comprehensive information using displays for text and graphics, which provide priori
controlled information for the driver. Legal regulations concerning exhaust—gas gave rise
an essential extension of self diagnosis. The control units have to be able to control;
exhaust-relevant functions and components and to clearly indicate a defective function 0 .
exceeding of the permissible exhaust limits. Some of the demanded functions require an en
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ON» AND OFF—B OARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.7

mous amount of additional instructions; therefore, the extent of self—diagnosis already reaches
up to 40 percent of the entire software of the control unit

22.3 OFF-BOARD DIAGNOSTICS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

The continual increase in the use of electronics within the broad range of different vehicles
represents one of the major challenges for customer service and workshop operations. Mod-
ern diagnosis and information systems must cope with this challenge and manufacturers of
test equipments must provide instruments that are flexible and easy to handle. Quick and reli-
able fault diagnosis in modern vehicles requires extensive technical knowledge, detailed vehi-
cle information, and up-to-date testing systems.

Due . to the different demands of the service providers, there are many different test
equipments on the market. They can be subdivided into two main categories: handheld or
portable instruments and stationary equipments. Handheld instruments are commonly used
for the control of engine functions like ignition or fuel injection and the request of error
codes of the electronic control units (ECUs) Stationary test equipment, on the other hand,
covers the whole range of function and performance checks of the engine, gear, brakes,'chas-
sis and exhaust monitoring.

Most of the common testers are used for the diagnosis of the engine The Bosch MOT 250,
for example offers the following functions.

- Engine speed by means of the top dead center (TDC) transmitter, cylinder 1 or terminal 1
signal ,

0 Ignition timing with TDC sensor or stroboscope

- Dwell angle in percent, degrees, or dwell time

0 On/off—ratio in percent

0 Injection timing or other times measured at the valve or other suitable measuring points

.- Electric cylinder balance in absolute or relative terms

- Voltage to ground or floating potential including lambda—sensor voltages or dynamic volt—
age at terminal 1

- Current with two test adapters for maximum 20 A and 600 A

- Resistances from milliohms to megohms

0 Temperature with oil—temperature sensor

For most variables, a maximum of four blocks of measured variables can be stored and
recalled one after the other. Twelve blocks can be stored for the cylinder balance function.A
digital storage oscilloscope records and stores up to 32 oscillograms of ignition voltages, alter-
nator ripple, and current or voltage transients in the electric or electronic systems. Two R8232
interfaces are provided for documentation purposes and data exchange.

For repair, service, and maintenance, many different manuals and microfiches are stored in
the workshops. ItIS a time——c0nsuming task to collect all the necessary information, especially
when vehicles of different makes have to be repaired To avoid unnecessary paper, informa-
tion and communication systems among workshop, dealer, and manufacturer are built up. The
corresponding manuals have to be standardized and distributed on electronic data processing
media, preferably on CD—ROMs.

Every garage or workshop, equipped with the appropriate data system (basically a tester
connected to a PC), will receive servicing aids and updates via telephone line or by periodic
receipt of updated CDs. A committee of the SAE is preparing rules for the standardization
of manuals. There are already published draft international standards (DIS) for terms and
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22.8 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

definitions (J1930) used in the manuals, for diagnostic codes/messages (12012), or electronic
access/service information (12008) (see the following). Most of the available test equipment
is capable of storing operator manuals within its memory and offers menu-guided assis-
tance to the service personnel. Automatic vehicle and component identification by the 3
tester and the availability of corresponding data at the workbench eases troubleshooting

‘ ‘ and repairs.

i 22.4 LEGISLATION AND STANDARDIZATION 

 

 
 
 
  
  

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

 

  
  

  
  
  
  

 

22.4.1 CARB, EPA, OBD II

The following is an abstract of the California Air Resource Board (CARB) Regulations for
On-Board—Diagnosis two(OBDII):

mfit-ficlmmmyemmmmwmwmw  
All 1994- and subsequent model-year passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium-

duty vehicles shall be equipped with a malfunction indicator light (MIL) located on the
instrument panel that will automatically inform the vehicle operator in the event of a
malfunction of any power train component which can affect emission and which pro—
vide input to, or receive output from, the on—board c0mputer(s) or of the malfunction of
the on-board computer(s) itself. The MIL shall not be used for any other purpose.

All 1994- and subsequent model—year passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium-
duty vehicles required to have MIL pursuant to paragraph above shall also be equipped
with an on—board diagnostic system capable of identifying the likely area of the mal—
function by means of fault codes stored in the computer memory.These vehicles shall be
equipped with a standardized electrical connector to provide access to the stored fault
codes . . . Starting with model-year 1995, manufacturers of non—complying systems shall
be subject to fines pursuant to section 43016 of the California Health and Safety Code
for each deficiency identified, after—the second, in a vehicle model. For the third defi-
ciency and every deficiency thereafter identified in a vehicle model, the fines shall be in
the amount of $50 per deficiency per vehicle for non—compliance with any of the moni-
toring requirements . . .

 
 Systems to Be Monitored

OBD 11 Functions. These include catalyst monitoring, misfire monitoring, evaporativ
system monitoring, secondary air system monitoring, fuel systems monitoring, oxygen sense
monitoring, exhaust-gas—recirculation (EGR) system monitoring, and comprehensive comp
nent monitoring. .

Catalyst. Legal requirements (CARB excerpt): “The diagnostic system shall individuall
monitor the front catalyst or catalysts which receive untreated engine out exhaust-gas to
malfunction. A catalyst is regarded as malfunctioning when the average hydrocarbon con
sion efficiency falls between 50 and 60 percent.”

Technical solution: In addition to the oxygen sensor upstream the catalyst, another sen
is mounted downstream.

A properly working catalyst shows a storage effect so that the oscillation of the lamb.
controller appears damped at the downstream lambda probe. A worn—out catalyst ha
reduced damping effect and the signals of up— and downstream sensors are equivalent. .

The ratio of the signal amplitudes is a measure of the conversion efficiency. The elect
system that controls the fuel injection monitors these signals together with other rel
engine conditions to derive the catalyst efficiency.
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ON— AND OFF-B OARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.9

Misfire Detection. Legal requirements (CARB excerpt): “To avoid catalyst damage, the
diagnostic system shall monitor engine misfire and identify the specific cylinder experiencing
misfire.”

Technical solution: Misfire can be caused by worn—out spark plugs or defective electrical
wiring. Unburned fuel reaches the catalyst and may destroy it by overheating. Even the least

amount of misfire rates influences the emission and therefore single misfire events must bedetected.

The speed of the engine is measured very precisely. In case of misfire, the momentum,
which is normally produced by the combustion, is lacking. Thus abnormal variations of speed-
changes at steady state conditions may be considered as misfire. To distinguish clearly
between misfire and other malfunctions, complicated calculations have to be carried out.

If a certain percentage of misfires within 200 or 1000 revolutions is detected, a fault code is
stored in the control unit and the fault is indicated to the driver.

Oxygen Sensor. Legal requirements (CARB excerpt): “The diagnostic system shall mon-
itor the output voltage, the response rate and any other parameter which can affect emission
and all fuel control oxygen sensors for malfunction.”

Technical solution: The control unit has a special input circuit for detecting shorts or
breaks and monitors the switching frequency of the control loop.

By means of a seCond lambda probe behind the catalyst, it is possible to monitor the
lambda probe in front of the catalyst for its correct position. A lambda probe which is subject

~ to an increased temperature for extensive periods may react slower on variations of the
air/fuel mixture, thus increasing the period of the lambda—probe regulation. The diagnostic
system of the control unit controls the regular frequency and indicates slow sensors to the
driver by means of a warning light.

Heated sensors are monitored for correct heater current and voltage by hardware means
within the control unit.

Evaporative System. Legal requirements (CARB excerpt). “The diagnostic system shall
control the air flow of the complete evaporative system. In addition, the diagnostic system
shall also monitor the complete evaporative system for the emission of HC vapor into the
atmosphere by performing a pressure or vacuum check of the complete evaporative system.

From time to time, manufacturers may occasionally turn off the, evaporative purge system inorder to carry out a chec.
Technical solution: At idle position, the canister purge valve1s activated and the lambda

controller'is monitored for its reaction For leak detection of the evaporative system, the out-
put to the active carbon filter is shut off and the canister pressure is decreased to about —1.5
kPa'. Then the complete system is turned off and the pressure within the canister is monitored
for variation with timeThe pressure gradient,together with other parameters like the amount
of fuel, may indicate possible leaks.

Secondary Air System. Legal requirements: “Any vehicle equipped with any form of a
secondary air dehvery system shall have the diagnostic system monitor the proper function-
ing of the secondary air delivery system and any air switching valve.”

Technical solution. The lambda controller is monitored for correlated deviations when the
secondary air flow1s Changed.

Fuel System Legal requirements: “The diagnostic system shall monitor the fuel delivery
system for its ability to provide compliance with emission standards.”

Deviations. of the stochiometric ratio which last for a longer time are stored within the

adaptive mixture controller. If these values exceed defined limits, components of the fuel sys—
tem obviOusly do not correspond to the specification

Exhaust—Gas Recirculation (EGR) System. Legal requirement: “The diagnostic system
shall monitor the EGR system on vehicles for low and high flow rate malfunctions.”

Technical solution: (1) At overrun, the fuel is Cut off and the EGR valve is, completely
Opened. The flow of exhaust gas to the manifold raises the manifold pressure, which is
recorded and allows statements about the function of the EGR valve. (2) Another possibil-
ity is to control the increase of the manifold intake temperature when the EGR valve is
opened.
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22.10 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

In a conclusion to the previously described OBD II requirements and technical solutions,
we can define the following four quality demands for electronic control units:

- Guarantee for exhaust—gas—relevant components with repair costs >$300 for seven years or
70,000 miles for all 1990 and subsequent model—year vehicles (CARB).

‘ - Guarantee for exhaust—gas—relevant components with repair costs >$200 for eight years or
i 80,000 miles for all 1994 and subsequent model-year vehicles (EPA/CleanAir Act).

f ' Guarantee protocols in case of a reclamation rate of exhaust-gas—relevant components
if higher than 1 percent (CARE).

: E i ' Recall of vehicles in case of a calculated reclamation rate of more than 20,000 ppm within a

period of five years/50,000 miles (CARE).
 
 

 
 

 

22.4.2 InternationalStandardizations
MWWQZMWVWXSM3MWummnumus—".4.WW...-._.,...,..

Because of the manifold requirements on modern diagnostics, the national and international
standardization committees soon came to the conclusion that with the help of appropriate

and, if possible, international agreements about protocols, connectors, tools and auxiliaries,
the process of diagnosis can be standardized, thus reducing time and costs.

Figure 22.4 shows how, in a standardized graphic, control units and diagnostic tools are
connected and diagnostic data exchanged.

  
  

 
 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 
FIGURE 22.4 Standardized testing link according to the 081 model.

 
 

For data exchange, electronic systems are structured and described according to a seve
layer model (081 model, open system interconnection) developed by the ISO (Internation,
Standardization Organization). Every unit connected to a data network can be structu
with the help of this model—control units as well as diagnostic tools. '

The diagnostic services that the controller may use during the diagnostic process are r
ulated in the seventh layer. Diagnostic service means definite instructions, which actu
determined and standardized diagnostic procedures, e.g. “stait diagnostic session,” “i.
diagnostic trouble codes,” “read freeze frame data,” and so on. There are different sequen
of bits and bytes code for such instructions. On the hardware level (plugs, cables, poten
the sequences are finally transmitted from unit to unit. The ISO and the SAE (Societ
Automotive Engineers) developed corresponding standards in the area of service defin

 
 H

1 744



1745

 
ON— AND OFF~BOARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.11  

TABLE 22.1 ISO Diagnostic Services—__._____

DiagnOStic management 1
 

StarflDiagnosticSession ' }
StopDiagnosticSession ‘ l
SecurityAccess
TesterPresent

EcuReset ,

ReadEcuIdentification ;DisableNormalMessageTransmission I

EnableNormalMessageTransmission i
 

Data transmission 

ReadDataByLocalIdentifier I

ReadDataByGlobalIdentifier ' lReadMemoryByAddress
WriteDataByLocalIdentifier ‘

WriteDataByGlobalIdentifier l
WriteMemoryByAddress ‘' SetDataRates l
Sto'pRepeatedDataTransmission 

Input/output control i i' l
InputOutp11tControlByGlobalIdentifier
InputOutputControlByLocalIdentifier

Stored data transmission

ReadNumberOflDiagnosticTroubleCodes é! :
ReadDiagnosficTroubleCode , ' I i

g ReadDiag-nosticTroubleCodesByStatus
‘ ReadStatusOfDiag-nosticTroubleCodes

ReadFIeezeFrameData

_ CIearDiagnosticInformation

 

 

 

 
 

Remote activation of routine

i? StartRoutineByLocalIdentifier
E StartRoutineByAddress ‘ ‘
E StopRoutineByLocaHdentifier ' E

StopRoutineByAddi-ess
RequestRoutineResult'sByLocaJIdentifier .
RequestRoutineResultsByAddress ‘ (

Upload download

RequestDownload

RequestUpload , 1
TransferData ‘ 3 iiRequestTransferExit ‘ ’ ‘

 

 

 

 

 

as well as in the area of communication. Table 22.1 shows the diagnostic services as proposed l
by the ISO. . .

Figure 22.5 presents the determined standards with someessential technical details as i‘
deve10ped for the field of communication. _ 2' y .3

Unfortunately the Whole spectrum of available standards has become very complex and i i
difficult to use The following explanations try to provide a unified system for the existing
standards in the area of diagnosis v
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NFIZ 1» Bit Stuffing Man/Enhanced Man :.
up to 1 MBPS 10/21 /42/83 KBPS W
W W W

130 as 1.2 ms , 850 its

positive Ask. on, W W
Error Flag ,
m m mi

Frames-Code Check Frame&Coda Check. Frame&Code Check
Oubof-Flangg Check

Transmission Interrupt, Transmission Interrupt Transmlsalun Interrupt
Enor Signaling,

Fault Confinement
Fault Confinement In-Frame Response ln-mee Response

6 Message 1?st 

 
FIGURE 22.5 In—vehicle networks

Figure 226 shows a general model for diagnostic concepts. The three main levels compre-
hensively describe the Whole area of diagnostics. The three levels are hierarchically struc-
tured, closely linked together with flowing transition from one level to the other. Although
there are certain similarities between this model and the seven—layer model of the 081, both
models do not correlate.

The upper level comprises the elements, which are essential for the user or generator of
diagnostic applications The term “user” includes the driver the legislator, the mechanic, and
the manufacturer. This upper level can be subdivided into three main fields of activities: user ,

FIGURE 22.6 Model for diagnostic concept.
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ON— AND OFF-BOARD DIAGNOSTICS 22. 1 3

interface, strategy, and diagnostic data. Although presented as layers, these activities do not
correlate hierarchically, but each is associated with a service or group of services.

The “user interface” describes how information flows between the user and the diagnostic
service. This includes a functional description of scan tools, handheld testers, monitoring sys—
tems, and so on.

The term “strategies” stands for strategic details, Which are essential for the diagnosis or
repair of a vehicle, including communication access, diagnostic data and information.

The term “diagnostic data” includes the data that are necessary forthe diagnosis itself. The
details concerning parameters, trouble codes, and so on are described here.

The intermediate level describes the diagnostic services, defining a set of services and a set
of commands for general purpose, which allow the diagnosis of a vehicle. The set of com—
mands is supposed to cover the needs of users concerning repair and maintenance as
described by the strategies and diagnostic data.

The lowest level deals with the communication area. It describes every technical detail that
is necessary for communication and provides the information about how to start communica-
tion (initialization). It also specifies the appropriate Baud rate, the suitable protocol, and the
necessary hardware (connector, cable, and so on).

This model offers a general description of the essential fields of diagnostic interest and
allows the categorization of all ISO and SAE standardization activities in the three main lev-
els of the diagnostic concept model.

Figures 22.7 and 22.8 are presented in the same graphic form (three—level structure).’Ihey
provide a summary of the concrete standardization activities of the SAE and ISO. Figure 22.7
shows the existing standards or drafts of automotive diagnosis for general purpose.

The user interface for general purposes is undefined. The SAE J2186 (Data Link Security)
and the SAE 12008 (Electronic Access/Service Information) are strategic documents, though
most strategies are not standardized and diagnostic data is described in documents SAE
J2012 (Diagnostic Codes and Messages) and SAE J2190—2 (Parameters—in preparation).

On the level of diagnostic services, the standardization activities can be divided in two
fields called service definition and service implementation. The term “service definition”
describes a set of useful diagnostic services, which enable the user to run a diagnostic session

 

  
FIGURE 22.7 Realization for general automotive diagnosis.
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'nostic data is described in the document SAE 12012~Diagnostic Codes and Messages.

DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS
 

 
 

FIGURE 22.8 Realization for CARB and EPA requirements.

independently of the knowledge of any technical detail in the communication area as
described in the level below.

This set of diagnostic services for general purpose can now be mapped on different proto-
cols. Any bit representation of the different services can be built up. This is called service
implementation At the moment, there are two implementations available, the SAE 12190
(Diagnostic Test Modes) and the KWP 2000 (ISO Draft: Keyword Protocol 2000). The 10West
level (the Communication level) shows the standardized details of communication such as the
data formats and the physical layers; e.g., the KWP 2000 uses the physical layer of ISO 9141
or ISO 9141-2, the SAE 12190 uses the SAE 11850 Class B network (ISO/DIS 11519-3). It is
shown that communication can also be built up with a CAN or a VAN network.

Figure 228 shows the standardization activities for the special requirements of the CARB.‘
and the EPA using the same three—level—concept. '

The user interface, a generic scan tool, is standardized Within the SAE 11978, including th
SAE J2205 (Expanded Diagnostic Protocol) and the SAE 12201 (Universal Interface). Som
aspects of the diagnostic strategy are described in the SAE 12186 (Data Link Security), th
SAE 12008 (Electronic Access/Service Information), and some in the regulations. The diag

 
 
 

 
The level of diagnostic services defines one SAE J1979 standardeDiagnostic Test Mode

This standard is a closely linked combination of a service definition and a service implemen
tation (referring to the SAE as “modes”). '

In the field of communication, the possible networks are described in the SAE 1185
(Class B Data Network) and the ISO 9141—2 (CARB Requirements for Interchange of Di
tal Information).

A standard for the physical connector (SAE 11962) has also been developed. Figure 2
shows the status of diagnostic standards for trucks and buses and for passenger cars in Em
and in the United States. It shows also a time schedule for the development of standards
comparison of the communication and diagnostic services levels has already been realiz
The titles of the different SAE and ISO numbers are shown in Tables 22.2 and 22.3, What:

ISO and SAE papers, relevant for diagnostics, are listed. Table 22.3 offers a detailed lis
trucks and bus activities (11939).
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FIGURE 22.9 Status of diagnostic standards.

22.5 fUTgRE DIAGNOSTIC CONCEPTS ,
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

As yet, most vehicle manufacturers have installed a diagnostic connector in the engine com—
partment in order to offer essential electric signals for diagnostic purposes. Due to the multi—
tude of different equipments and philosophies of car makers, the connectors have different
shapes and contact arrangements. Therefore, a workshop has to keep a lot of different expen-
sive cables and adaptors in store.

For future diagnostic systems, the connection between control unit and vehicle is supposed
to be realized with the help of a standardized connector. A connector for the legally
demanded exhaust—gas diagnosis was defined by an SAE draft (J1962), concerning form, con-
tact arrangement, and installation position. (Fig. 22.10)

With this connector and a so—called generic scan tool, anyone is able to read the fault-mem—
ory in regard to exhaust-gas-relevant defects. The interconnection of the control units allows
the access to the entire electronics of the vehicle.

The necessary protocols are partly defined and developed further in standardization. com—
mittees of the ISO. At the moment, there are two actual standards available:

1. IS0 9141-2: Determination of the requirements on hardware and communication proto—
cols. The requirements on hardware are essentially determined by the maximum Baud rate
of data transfer and the maximum number of control units simultaneously connected with
the diagnostic cable.

Communication is started by means of a trigger address, and is followed by a synchro—
nization byte of the control unit(s), which is necessary for the automatic setting of the
Baud rate. The trigger address calls either a particular control unit or a function, that may
also address several control units.

After transmission of the synchronization byte, the control unit waits for the tester to
set the Baud rate, then sends two key—bytes that inform the tester about the suitable data
transfer protocol. The tester responds with the last inverted key-byte, in order to confirm
the correct receipt. The connection between tester and control unit is now established.

1 749

 

  
   

 

 
 

  



1750

“4

22.16 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

TABLE 22.2 ISO and SAE Documents
 

ISO 9141
ISO/DIS 9141—2

E ISO/DIS 11519—1

y- f : ISO/DIS 11519—2
ISO/DIS 11519-3

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ISO/DIS 11519-4

ISO/DIS 11898

ISO/WD 14229
ISO/WD 14230

‘ SAE J 1213/1
SAE J 1583
SAE J 1587

SAE J 1699
SAE J 1708

SAE J 1724
SAE J 1850
5M3 J 1930
SAE J1939/xx

' SAE J 1962
SAE J 1978
SAE J 1979
SAE I 2008
SAE J 2012
SAE J 2037
SAE J 2054
SAE J 2056/1

SAE J 2057/1

SAE J 2106

SAE J 2112
SAE J 2178

SAE J 2186
SAE J 2190
SAE J 2201
SAE J 2205
SAE J 2216

EHEEQESQQ'QQQas0%0’73?
00%
0%

RF 2 Recommended Practice, IR = Information Report
  

 

Road Vehicles—~Diagnostic System-Requirements for Interchange of Digital Information
Road Vehicles—Diagnostic System—Part 2: CARE Requirements for Interchange of Digital

' Information

Road Vehiclesw—Low-Speed Serial Data Communication—Part 1: General Definitions
Road Vehicles~Low—Speed Serial Data Communication—~Part 2: Low Speed Controller

Area Network (CAN)
Road Vehicles—Low—Speed Serial Data Communication—«Part 3: Vehicle Area Network

(VAN)
Road Vehicles—~Low—Speed Serial Data Communication~Part 4: Class B Data Communica-

tion Network Interface (J1850)
Road Vehicles—Interchange of Digital Information—Controller Area Network (CAN) for

High-Speed Communication
Diagnostic Systems—Diagnostic Services Specification
Diagnostic Systems—Keyword Protocol 2000 (3 parts: 1: Physical Layer, 2: Data Link Layer

3: Implementation)
Glossary of Vehicle Networks for Multiplexing and Data Communications
Controller Area Network (CAN),An In-Vehicle Serial Communication Protocol
Joint SAE/TMC Electronic Data Interchange Between Microcomputer Systems in Heavy—

Duty Vehicle Applications
J 1850 Verification Test Procedures

Serial Data Communications Between Microcomputer Systemsin Heavy-Duty Vehicle
Application

Vehicle Electronic Identification (New Task Force)
Class B Data Communication Network Interface

Electricalelectronic Systems Diagnostic Terms, Definitions Abreviations and Acronyms
Thick + Bus, Details next page
Diagnostic Connector
OBD II Scan Tool

E/E DiagnosticTest Modes
Electronic Access/Service Information

Diagnostic Trouble Code Definitions
Off—Board Diagnostic Message Formats
E/E Diagnostic Data Communications
Class CApplication Requirement Considerations (Part 2: IR: Survey of Known Protocols

Part 3: IR: Selection of Transmission Media)

Class A Application/Definition (Part 321R: Class A Multiplexing Sensors, Part 4: TR: Class A
Multiplexing Architecture Strategies)

Token Slot Network for Automotive Control

Diagnostic Technician Questionnaire Summary
Class B Data Communication Network Messages (Part 1: Detailed Header Formats and .

Physical Address Assignments, Part 2: Data Parameter Definitions, Part 3: Frame Ids for j
Single Byte Forms of Headers, Part 4: Message Definition for Three Byte Headers)

E/E Data Link Security
Enhanced E/E Diagnostic Test Modes
Universzfl Interface for OBD II Scan Tool

Diagnostic Specific Functionality Protocol
Application of the CleanAiI Act Amendment of 1990 (Section 200, Paragraph M5)

trimaran-2.91am.»:01":,:0,:.:  
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TABLE 22.3 SAE Truck and Bus Documents 

SAE J 1939
SAE J 1939/01
SAE J 1939/02

SAE J 1939/1x
SAE J 1939/11
SAE J 1939/12
SAE J 1939/13
SAE J 1939/14
SAE J 1939/15
SAE J 1939/21
SAE J 1939/3x

SAE J 1939/31
SAE J 1939/4x
SAE J 1939/5x
SAE J 1939/6x
SAE J 1939/7x
SAE J 1939/71
SAE J 1939/72
SAE J 1939/73
SAE J 1939/81

., SAE J 1939/??

RP Serial Control and Communication Vehicle Network (Class C)
Truck and Bus Control and Communication Vehicle Network (Class C)
Agricultural Equipment Control and Communication Network
Physical Layer, X refers to a specific version
Physical Layer, 250 kBaud,IWisted Shielded Pair
Physical Layer, 125 kBaud, TWisted Pair
Physical Layer, 250 kBaud, TWisted Pair with Ground
Physical Layer, 1 MBaud, Fiber Optic
Physical Layer, 50 kBaud, German Agricultural
CAN 29 Bit Identifier Data Link Layer
Network Layer, x refers to a specific version
Truck + Bus Network Layer
'Dansport Layer, it refers to a specific version
Session Layer, x refers to a specific version
Presentation Layer, x refers to a specific version
Application Layer, x refers to a specific versio‘n
Truck, Bus,Agricultural and Construction Equipment Application LayerVirtual Terminal

Application Layer—Diagnostics
Network Management
Tractor-Trailer-Interface 
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discretionary .
BUS + Line of SAE J1850
discretionary
Chassis Ground
Signal Ground '

. discretionary
K Line of ISO 9141-2
discretionary
discretionary
BUS - Line of SAE J1850

discretionary
discretionary
discretionary
discretionary
L Line of iSO 9141-2

Unswitched Vehicle Battery Positive

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
B
9

FIGURE 22.10 SAE J1962 diagnostic connector.
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22.18 DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

2. Interface according to the SAE .71850 (Class B Data Communication Network Interface):
The SAE J1850 defines means and methods for serial data exchange for automotive appli—
cation at the physical and data link layer of the 081 model. It is used for networked sys—
tems and for diagnostic purposes.

Two implementations are characterized: pulse-width modulation (PWM) at 41.6 kbps
transmitted on twisted pair wires, and variable pulse~width modulation (VPM) at 10.4
kbps, transmitted on a single wire.12

1 A generic scan tool, as mentioned, therefore, has to handle the three different interfaces.
A new protocol, Keyword 2000, is prepared by the ISO committees. It is supposed to com—

bine the protocols that have been used up to now.
With the introduction of more and more diagnostic functions and networked systemsin

the vehicle, the functional structure will be modified (Fig 22.11)

 

 

FIGURE 22.11 Logical structure for future diagnosis.

A diagnostic processor on top of a hierarchical structure of functions has access to every
system via the network. It can request status information of the functions of the levels below
or of the sensors and actuators, and receives warning messages if problems are detected by th
self--diagnosis of the different subsystems The diagnostic processor serves as a manmachm
interface to the driver and as a gate to the outside. Itis the only secure access to the entire sys
tem of the vehicle

GLOSSARY

CAN Controller Area Network (standardized protocol developed by Bosch for network
systems).

CARB California Air Resources Board.
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ON— AND OFF—BOARD DIAGNOSTICS 22.19

CD-ROM Compact dislr read only memory, a data storage medium.

DIS Draft International Standard. ‘

ECU Electronic control unit.

EGR Exhaust-gas recirculation.

EPA Environmental Protection Agency.

Ereeze frame Faults stored together With various related parameters.

HC Hydrocarbon.

ISO International Standardization Organization.

ISO 9141-2 Standardized protocol for data exchange between ECUs and testers.

Lambda controller Electronic system for controlling the air/fuel ratio. 7

Lambda sensor A sensor for air/fuel ratio (oxygen sensor).

MIL Malfunction indicator lamp (indicates emission-related faults to the driver).

OBDII On Board Diagnostics II.

Off-board diagnosis Diagnosis performed by means outside a vehicle.

Oil-board diagnosis Diagnosis performed by means within a vehicle.

051 Open System Interconnection.

PC Personal computer.

PWM Pulse—Width modulation.

RS 232 Standardized data link (hardware).

Scan tool Small tester that can be connected to the diagnostic connector to interrogate
emission—related fault codes.

SAE Society of Automotive Engineers.

TDC Top dead center.

Terminal 1 Connection to a signal related to ignition timing.

VAN Vehicle Area Network (French proposal for network protocol).

VPM' Variable pulse—width modulation. 
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[57] ABSTRACT

A motor vehicle has a manual transmission and means for

indicating to the operator a point in operation for upshifting
to the next higher gear from the present gear. A method of
determining the shift point is provided based upon actual
operating parameters of the motor vehicle effecting current
wheel torque and predicted wheel torque in the next higher
gear. Calibration to a single value representing the ratio of
predicted wheel torque to current wheel torque allows
simple balancing between fuel economy and performance.

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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VECg) LOOK—UP : FtNe, MAP)
417

CALC TQ(g) = FCMAP, VECg), K, EGR, TQLOSS)

431

CALC Nng+1) = F(Ne(g), GR(g), GRCg+1))
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UPSHIFT INDICATOR FOR MANUAL
TRANSMISSION

This invention relates to a shift indicator for a manual

transmission automobile designed to induce the operator to
shift at predetermined points.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Shift indicators are commonly used on manual transmis-
sion vehicles to assist non-expert drivers in determining
when it is appropriate to shift the transmission to a higher
gear in order to maximize driving fuel economy. A system
calibrated such that absolute maximum fuel economy would
be obtained if a shift occurs at the point indicated by a shift
indicator may exhibit a noticeable sag in axle torque at the
shift and therefore resultin an unpleasant shift feel to the
operator. In such situations, operators quickly learn to ignore
the shift indicator thus rendering it ineffective for its
intended purpose of maximizing fuel economy. Fuel
economy figures required to be displayed on new vehicles
for sale in the United States are arrived at through a
customer usage weighting of the fuel economy obtained on
vehicles tested using the upshift indicator light and fuel
economy obtained without using the upshift indicator light.
It is therefore desirable to balance the pleasability of the shift
at the point indicated by the shift indicator with the fuel
economy benefits at that shift point since this will tend to
result in higher customer usage, higher actual fuel economy
and higher fuel efliciency ratings for a particular vehicle.

Conventional shift indicator calibration typically involves
setting manifold absolute pressure (MAP) thresholds at a
variety of speeds. Such a method can be time consuming and
result in non—optimal shift points. Additionally, as actual
engine torque changes due to spark retardation for control of
engine knock as may be practiced in the engine control, the
calibrated shift points based on MAP thresholds may no
longer be appropriate, thereby exacerbating the aforemen-
tioned axle torque sag thus leading to operator disregard of
the shift indicator and reduced fuel economy.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An objective of the present invention is therefore directed
toward an improved method of determining shift points and
indicating the same to a vehicle operator in order to maxi-
mize real driving fuel economy by balancing fuel economy
with maximum shift pleasability.

Another object of the invention is to adapt shift indication
for actual engine torque conditions.

A further object is to simplify the calibration of shift
indicator systems and allow for flexible indexing of the
system according to desired fuel economy versus perfor-
mance profiles.

The control of the present invention calculates a term
referred to as Upshift Torque Ratio (UTR) which represents
the ratio of predicted wheel torque in the next highest gear
to present Wheel torque in the current gear. The UTR is
compared to a predetermined calibration threshold value to
determine if upshift indication is appropriate. The calibra-
tion threshold determines the characteristics and balance of

the shift in terms of fuel economy and performance. A
threshold value close to unity provides a shift point which
will achieve maximum fuel economy, while a threshold
value higher than unity will provide for increased perfor—
mance shifting.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a motor vehicle manual transmission driv—

etrain, spark ignition internal combustion engine and com—
puter based engine control unit.

FIGS. 2—4, 5A and 5B are flow diagrams representative of
computer program instructions executed by the computer
based engine control unit of FIG. 1 in carrying out the
control of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring to FIG. 1, the reference numeral 10 generally
designates a motor vehicle drivetrain comprising a spark
ignition internal combustion engine (engine) 12, engine
output shaft 18 and the combination of conventional manual
clutch, gearbox and final drive assembly (manual drivetrain)
16. Output shaft 22 drives the vehicle wheels (not shown)
for propelling the vehicle at a speed directly proportional to
its rotation.

A throttle 24 controls the ingestion of combustion air
through the engine intake manifold designated by the
numeral 26. Throttle 24 is positioned in a conventional
manner by an operator-manipulated accelerator pedal 28, as
indicated. An exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) actuator 30
additionally returns a controlled amount of exhaust gases to
the manifold 26 in accordance with an EGR control signal
on line 32. Engine fueling is controlled by a conventional
fuel injection apparatus generally designated by the refer-
ence numeral 34 in accordance with a fuel pulse width signal
on line 36.

The engine ignition function is carried out with a con-
ventional spark ignition system (not shown) which cooper-
ates with a conventional electronic spark timing (EST) unit
38 to initiate combustion in the various engine cylinders in
accordance with a spark timing signal on line 40. Spark
timing signals are generated by computer based engine
control unit 42 in a predetermined manner in accordance
with various operating parameters (including sensed engine
knock) of the drivetrain 10 in a manner well known to those
skilled in the art. Control unit 42 receives inputs required by
the present embodiment including manifold absolute pres-
sure (MAP) on line 46, engine speed (Ne) on line 50 and
output speed (No) on line 54. Knock sensing means Kn are
also shown providing signal input via line 56 to control unit
42. Control unit 42 indicates via line 60 the state of an

upshift indicator light or equivalent visual display such as is
found in conventional instrumentation in a motor vehicle.

Line 60 may provide a logic signal to a instrument cluster for
further processing or may drive a lamp directly via a power
driver in control unit 42. Control unit 42 may be mechanized
with a conventional state of the art microcomputer controller
including a central processing unit, memory and input-
output devices.

FIGS. 2—4, 5A ad 5B depict flow diagrams representative
of computer program instructions executed by the computer
based engine control unit 42 of FIG. 1 in carrying out the
upshift indication function of this invention. The flow dia-
gram of FIG. 2 represents an executive or main loop
program which initiates the operation of a number of sub-
routines for performing various engine control related tasks.
The flow diagrams of FIGS. 3—5 represent the subroutines
which are pertinent to the upshift indication function of this
invention.

Referring now more particularly to the main loop flow
diagram of FIG. 2, reference numeral 210 generally desig-
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nates a set of program instructions executed at the beginning
of each period of vehicle operation. The instructions initial-
ize various registers, timers, flags and variables stored in
control unit 42. After initialization at 210, the routine
proceeds to instruction block 220 and enables all software
timer and hardware interrupts for executing subroutines to
carry out various engine control functions. Step 230 is next
encountered and represents an interrupt wait loop together
with return line B1 wherein the control performs various
conventional background functions such as engine diagnos-
tic routines and reading and conditioning oxygen sensor
inputs while awaiting a timer or hardware interrupt to call
subroutines for performing various specific engine control
functions according to predetermined schedules or trigger-
ing events.

In the present preferred embodiment, a timer interrupt
(6.25 INT) occurs at 6.25 millisecond intervals and causes
the execution of the program steps shown in FIG. 3. Instruc-
tion block 310 is first executed for performing various
predetermined engine control functions appropriate for the
frequency of the 6.25 ms interval. Decision block 320 is next
executed to determine if a set of less frequently executed
instructions generally designated by numeral 321 is to be
executed. This may be caused to occur, for example, by well
known and practiced techniques such as the expiration of a
timer, requisite multiple passes through the 6.25 ms INT
routine or separate timer interrupt having priority to execute
and return control to the current 6.25 ms INT routine.

Decision block 320 indicates an exemplary frequency for
execution of instruction set 321 of every 12.5 ms which in
the present embodiment is caused to occur every second
pass through the 6.25 ms interrupt. If it is not time for
execution of instruction set 321, control passes to decision
block 330. Assuming it is time for execution of instruction
set 321, control unit 42 at instruction block 325 reads and
conditions the various input signals applied to lines 4&56,
and calculates various terms used in subsequent steps,
including spark retard, barometric pressure (BARO) and
percent exhaust gas recirculation (%EGR). Instruction block
327 next performs various predeterrrrined engine control
functions appropriate for the frequency of the 12.5 ms
interval. Block 329 refers to the computation of the Upshift
Torque Ratio (UTR) which is set forth in detail in the flow
diagram of FIG. 4 as shown.

Decision block 330 is next executed to determine if a set

of even less frequently executed instructions generally des-
ignated by numeral 331 is to be executed. This may be
caused to occur in any appropriate manner similar to those
discussed for decision block 320 as are well known and

practiced in the art. Decision block 330 indicates a fre-
quency for execution of instruction set 331 of every 100 ms.
If it is not time for execution of instruction set 331, the 6.25
ms interrupt routine is complete and control returns to the
background routine of FIG. 2. Assuming it is time for
execution of instruction set 331, control unit 42 at instruc-
tion block 335 perform various predetermined engine con-
trol functions appropriate for the frequency of the 100 ms
interval. Block 337 refers to the execution of the shift light
logic routine which is set forth in detail in the flow diagrams
of FIGS. 5A and 5B as indicated. Finally, control unit 42
outputs a signal online 60 shown in FIG. 1 for indicating the
state of the upshift indicator light as well as various other
output signals for instrument cluster displays such as vehicle
speedometer, oil pressure and coolant temperature for
example.

Refening now to FIG. 4, a preferred routine for calculat~
ing the Upshift Torque Ratio (UTR CALCULATION) for
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use in upshift indication according to the present invention
is illustrated. The parenthetical designations (g) and (g+l)
where appended to variables as used herein designate cur-
rent gear and next highest gear values, respectively. Where
no parenthetical designations are used, current values are
referenced. A set of steps generally designated by numeral
410 is first executed to determine a current value of engine
torque. Upon entry of UTR CALCULATION, Block 411
calculates the current gear ratio “GR(g)” from current
engine speed “Ne(g)” and output speed “No” according to
the following expression:

GR(g):Ne(g)/No

A check is made at decision block 412 to determine if the

calculated gear ratio matches a known gear ratio and, if no
match is recognized, passes processing to block 421 which
sets upshift torque ratio (UTR) to a default value of two in
the present embodiment and then exits the UTR CALCU-
LATION routine. THE DEFAULT VALUE IS essentially a
“don’t care” value that won’t be used for further processing
as will be seen in later discussion of FIG. 5A, decision block
522. GR(g) will match a given gear provided the manual
clutch is engaged and slip thereacross is minimal. Where the
clutch is disengaged, as may be the case where the operator
has initiated a shift, a gear match may not occur. If the gear
ratio matches a known gear, block 413 calculates the percent
torque loss “%TQLOSS” in the current gear due to the
current amount spark retard. The present embodiment
assumes spark retard is a controlled engine parameter used,
for example, to control engine knock in a manner known in
the art. Spark retard is preferably accounted for in this '
embodiment since it may have a significant effect on engine
torque, especially at low and moderate engine speeds where
both the incidence of engine knock is most prevalent and
more fuel efficient upshifting will typically occur. The
percent torque loss is determined through application of the
expression:

%TQLOSS(g)=SPKRET(g)/SPKRET(100% tqloss)

where SPKRET(g) is the current amount of spark retard and
SPKRET(100% tqloss)is the amount of spark retard needed
for 100% torque loss. Spark retard may be determined from
empirically determined calibration tables. Spark retard may
be a value adaptively derived as shown, for example, in US.
Pat. No. 5,090,382 issued Feb. 25, 1992 and assigned to
Saturn Corporation.

Engine volumetric efficiency “VE(g)” is next referenced
from a calibration table a function of engine speed Ne(g) and
MAP at block 415. Current engine torque “TQ(g)” is then
determined at block 417 according to the expression:

TQ(g)=t(MAP(g)* VEtg)*K)*(EGR(g))—Tf] *(TQLOSS)

where K is a calibration constant predetermined during fuel
metering and related to actual engine displacement, operat—
ing temperature, combustion efficiency, fuel/air energy con-
tent and the universal gas constant; EGR(g) is a gain
substantially corresponding to the complement of current
percent exhaust gas recirculation (1—%EGR); Tf is a torque
offset related to engine mechanical friction at current engine
speed and the term TQLOSS represents a gain substantially
corresponding to the complement of the percent torque loss
attributed to the current spark retard (1—%TQLOSS(g)).

A set of steps generally designated by the numeral 430 is
next executed for the purpose of calculating a predicted
value of engine torque available in the next higher gear at the
current output speed. Preferably, the predicted torque value
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corresponds to a maximum available torque (wide open
throttle) in the next higher gear which simplifies the asso-
ciated predicted torque calculation. The present embodiment
exemplifies calculation of a predicted maximum engine
torque.

Block 431 first calculates a predicted engine speed in the
next higher gear Ne(g+l) based on current engine speed
Ne(g), the current gear ratio GR(g) and the gear ratio in the
next higher gear GR(g+l). It is an assumption at this step
that output speeds at current and next higher gears Ne(g),
No(g+1) would be substantially equivalent and therefore
predicted engine speed is a simple function of the current
engine speed, current gear ratio and next higher gear ratio in
accordance with the following relationship:

Ne(g+l)=Ne(g)*GR(g+] )lGR(g)

Predicted spark retard in the next higher gear SPKRET(g+
l) is calculated at block 433 from predicted engine speed
Ne(g+l), BARO and any amount of adaptive spark retard
(ASR) such as may be apprOpriately applied according to,
for example, previously reference US. Pat. No. 5,090,382.
Since the maximum engine torque available in the next
higher gear is being determined, BARO is preferably used in
lieu of a predicted value of MAP since BARO substantially
represents a maximum torque condition. Alternatively, a
predicted value for MAP could be used.

Predicted percent torque loss in the next higher gear
“%TQLOSS(g+1)” due to predicted spark retard is calcu-
lated at block 435 according to the following relationship in
a manner similar to that provided at step 413:

%TQLOSS(g+1):SPKRET(g+1)/SPKRET(100% tqloss)

where SPKRET(g+l) is the predicted amount of spark retard
(including any amount of adaptive spark retard) as calcu-
lated at block 433 and SPKRET(100% tqloss) is the amount
of spark retard needed for 100% torque loss.

Block 437 next references predicted volumetric efiiciency
“VE(g+1)” in the next higher gear as a function of predicted
engine speed Ne(g+1) and BARO. Again, BARO is utilized
in lieu of a predicted MAP value since maximum engine
torque conditions are assumed. The final step in the set
designated 430 for calculating predicted engine torque in the
next higher gear is designated 439 and calculates predicted
engine torque “TQ(g+l)” according to the expression:

TQ(g+1)=[BARO*VE(g+1) *K)—Tf]*(TQLOSS)

where K is the calibration constant previously disclosed with
regard to block 417; Tf is the torque offset related to engine
mechanical friction at the predicted engine speed Ne(g+l)
and the term TQLOSS represents a gain substantially cor—
responding to the complement of the percent torque loss
attributed to the predicted spark retard (l—%TQLOSS(g+
1)). It is here noted that BARO again is used in lieu of MAP
in the preceding expression. Consistent with the assumption
of maximum engine torque (wide open throttle), the percent
exhaust gas recirculation becomes zero in the present
embodiment. The gain attributed zero %EGR is therefore
unity in the present embodiment thereby accounting for the
absence of an explicit EGR gain term in the expression of
the predicted engine torque.

Finally, block 450 establishes the current and predicted
wheel torques as the product of respective engine torques
and corresponding gear ratios, and establishes the ratio of
predicted wheel torque to current wheel torque to establish
the UTR in accordance with the expression:

UTR=(TQ(g+1)"GR(g+1))/(TQ(g)"GR(g))

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

In the present embodiment, of course, the UTR represents
the ratio of maximum predicted wheel torque to current
wheel torque. Thereafter, program control returns to deci—
sion block 330 illustrated in FIG. 3.

The UTR calculated provides a single dynamic parameter
derived from continually updated inputs having measurable
impact upon the wheel torque available in the current gear
and from predicted wheel torque available in the next higher
gear. Preferably, as illustrated in the present embodiment,
dynamic torque reducing influences such as exhaust gas
recirculation control and spark retard for engine knock
control are factored into the torque calculations to provide
for finely tuned torque estimations responsive to dynamic
driving conditions. It is contemplated that other factors
influencing engine torque, for example fuel composition in
variable fuel vehicles, may likewise be factored into the
expressions where appropriate.

A measure of the ratio of predicted wheel torque in the
next higher gear to current wheel torque in the present gear
(UTR) provides information for control of an upshift indi—
cator in a manner less complicated and more accurately
representative of dynamic driving conditions than conven-
tional MAP threshold techniques. Additionally, the present
invention utilizing UTR is suitable for customizing shift
point indications according to any desired fuel economy/
performance profile. When the UTR is less than one, the
vehicle will decelerate and possibly exhibit undesirable
driveline disturbance if an upshift is completed. With a UTR
substantially equal to one, the operator may need to increase
the throttle position in the next higher gear to maintain
speed. Moreover, a UTR near one indicates an upshift point
which will yield maximum fuel economy. As the UTR
increases beyond one, more performance oriented shifts to
the next higher gear are possible. Therefore, a calibration
threshold against which the UTR is compared will determine
the operation of an upshift indicator and corresponding shift
feel and economy at that indicated shift point. The calibra-
tion threshold can readily be chosen to match the desired
fuel economy/perfonnance profile of the vehicle. The cali—
bration may be so chosen to maximize actual fuel economy
by indicating that an upshift is appropriate at a point where
the pleasability of the shift yields high operator usage at
relatively high levels of fuel economy.

Turning to FIG. 5, and exemplary flow chart is illustrated
for utilizing the UTR previously calculated for upshift
indication according to the invention. The SHIFT LIGHT
LOGIC routine of FIGS. 5A and 5B is executed at step 337
of the 6.25 ms interrupt routine set forth in FIG. 3 and
comprises a set of entry condition steps (blocks 511 through
525) designated generally by numeral 510 and a set of shift
threshold steps (531 through 533) designated generally by
numeral 530. The purpose of the SHJFI‘ LIGHT LOGIC
routine is to establish the state of the shift light flag “SL
FLAG” which in turn controls the state of the shift light.
First, engine speed Ne is checked at block 511 to determine
if it exceeds a predetermined maximum allowable engine
speed threshold K1. If the threshold is exceeded then an
upshift is required regardless of the value of UTR and
control is therefore passed via line 560 to block 542 where
the shift light flag is set to one (SL FLAG=1). If the
threshold at block 511 is not exceeded, decision block 512
is encountered.

Decision block 512 performs a check of coolant tempera-
ture against a predetermined threshold K2. Where the
threshold is not exceeded, the engine has not attained a
predetermined operating temperature and control passes to
line 550 to bypass shift threshold steps 530. Where the
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coolant temperature threshold is satisfied, decision block
513 is next executed.

Decision block 513 determines if the output speed sensor
is operational. If the speed sensor is not operational, control
passes to line 550 to bypass shift threshold steps 530. An
operational output speedsensor allows control to pass to
decision block 514 where a check is performed to determine
if the vehicle is at a standstill (No={)). Where the vehicle is
at rest, block 516 sets GEAR and OLDGEAR to the lowest
gear value of 1 representing first or starting gear; thereafter,
bypass of shift threshold steps 530 occurs via line 550. If the
vehicle is not at rest, decision block 515 is next encountered.

Throttle position “%T” is checked at block 515 against a
closed position threshold K3. Closed throttle is indicative of
vehicle coast, a state of operation wherein the engine is not
imparting torque to the drive wheels and thus does not
necessitate an upshift. Closed throttle may also be indicative
of the operator purposefully using the drivetrain to deceler-
ate the vehicle. Therefore, where a closed throttle is
detected, control bypasses the upshift threshold steps 530
and proceeds with execution of block 552. A non-closed-
throttle position is indicative of the engine imparting torque
to the drive wheels—operation which may benefit from a
gear upshift—and therefore control remains in the entry
condition steps 510 by executing block 522.

A check is performed at block 522 to determine if the
current calculated gear ratio GR(g) matches a known gear
ratio associated with a GEAR value (i.e. 1—5). As mentioned
in connection with step 412 in FIG. 4, an already initiated
shift may account for a no gear match condition. Ifno match
occurs control passes to decision block 526 thereby bypass-
ing the remaining entry condition steps 510 and any shift
threshold steps 530. Block 526 decides if the shift light is
active by checking SL FLAG and if so passes control to line
560 to maintain the current SL FLAG state as one. Where

block 526 decides that the shift light is inactive, control
passes to line 550 to likewise maintain the current SL FLAG
state as zero. Therefore, a no gear match condition maintains
the current state of SL FLAG and bypasses processing of
shift threshold steps 530. A gear match at block 522 passes
control to decision block 523.

The current matched gear is checked at block 523 to
determine if it is the highest gear available in which case no
upshift is possible. If GEAR is equal to the highest gear
available then upshift threshold steps 530 are bypassed via
line 550. If higher gears are available then processing
continues at step 524 with a check if the engine speed Ne
exceeds a predetermined threshold speed K4(GEAR) which
is a function of the current gear and represents a minimum
engine speed appropriate for upshift to the next gear. Where
the threshold engine speed is not exceeded, upshift threshold
steps 530 are bypassed via line 550. Where the threshold
engine speed has been satisfied, a final entry condition step
is performed at block 525 to determine if the current gear
status is steady state. If the current gear does not equal the
last gear (GEARvéOLDGEAR), then a steady state condition
is not present and line 550 is once again used to bypass
execution of the upshift threshold steps 530. A steady state
wherein the last known gear equals the current gear allows
processing to pass into the upshift threshold steps 530.

VVrth the exception of throttle entry condition at block
515, any failed decision block in the entry condition steps
510 routes processing to block 551 which initializes a shift
light on counter “SLONTIM". Block 552 is thereby next
encountered and initializes a shift light delay counter
“SLDLY” to a predetermined threshold value K7. Block 552
is alternatively encountered as a first step after failed throttle
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entry condition at block 515 thereby bypassing block 551
and corresponding reset on SLONTIM thereat. This is done
for the purpose of preventing continual resetting the timer
and cycling of the shift light during closed throttle engine
braking on a downhill grade and also for preventing reset-
ting of the timer if closed throttle is momentarily encoun-
tered. The exact purpose and usage of SLONTlM and
SLDLY will be explained at a later point. Finally, it follows
that since an entry condition was not satisfied in steps 510,
the shift light flag is set to zero (SL FLAG=0) to thus
establish the shift light state as OFF.

Upshift threshold steps 530 are accessed at decision block
531 whereat a determination as to the shift light state is made
according to the status of SL FLAG. If the shift light is off
(SL FLAG=0) then the routine branches to the left and
executes block 533. Block 533 compares UTR to a first
predetermined torque ratio threshold K5 which if not
exceeded causes execution of block 553 thereby maintaining
the shift light flag at a value of zero. If the result of decision
block 533 is that UTR exceeds the threshold K5, then
processing passes to block 541. Retuming to block 531, if
the shift light is on (SLFLAG=1) then block 532 is executed
to compare UTR to a second predetermined torque ratio
threshold K6. In the case where UTR is less than the
threshold K6, then block 553 is executed and sets the shift
light flag to zero. Alternatively, where UTR equals or
exceeds the threshold K6, decision block 541 is executed.
The preceding steps of upshift threshold steps 530 comprise
separate checks of UTR against one of two torque ratio
thresholds K5 or K6 wherein K5>K6, the threshold check
being determined according to the state of the SL FLAG. A
degree of hysteresis is thereby introduced to stabilize the
state of the SL FLAG and corresponding shift light state.

Decision block 541 is executed from either block 533 or

532 when it is appropriate according to the predetermined
torque thresholds for the SL FLAG to be set to one (SL
FLAG=l). Block 541 checks shift light delay counter
SLDLY for expiration, thereby introducing a delay into the
routine prior to setting the SL FLAG at block 542 according
to a predetermined number of passes through upshift thresh—
old steps 530 and on to block 541 without intervening failure
at any preceding entry condition step 511 though 525 to
minimize shift light busyness. Where the shift light delay
counter has not expired, it is decremented at block 543 and
passes control to block 553 thus setting the shift light flag to
zero (SL FLAG=0). An expired shift light delay counter as
determined at block 541 causes processing to proceed to
block 542 where the shift light flag is set to one (SL FLAG:
l). Thereafter execution of block 542, decision block 544 is
encountered and checks if the shift light on counter SLON-
TIM exceeds a predetermined threshold K8. Where the
threshold K8 is exceeded, the shift light flag is set to zero at
block 553 thereby limiting the indicator light on time to
prevent any annoyance continual illumination may cause to
operators who choose to ignore it. Where the threshold K8
has not been exceeded, the shift light on counter SLONTIM
is incremented at block 545. -

When SHIFT LIGHT LOGIC routine shown in FIG. 5
returns control to block 339 in FIG. 3, the state of SL FLAG
is used to establish an output signal on line 60 of control unit
42 to cause illumination of a shift indicator light as previ-
ously described.

While the invention has been exemplified with respect to
a preferred embodiment as disclosed herein, it is contem-
plated that various modifications and alterations will be
apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art and therefore
the embodiment is intended to be taken by way of example
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and not limitation. Accordingly, the invention is intended to
embrace all alternatives, modifications and variations which
are within the scope of the appended claims.

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive

property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:
1. In a motor vehicle having an engine and a manual

transmission for imparting torque to at least one wheel and
an upshift indication means for indicating a shift point by
prompting a vehicle operator to shift from a current gear to
a next higher gear, a method of shift point indication
comprising the steps of:

calculating a torque ratio of a predicted wheel torque in
accordance with the next higher gear to a present wheel
torque in accordance with the current gear;

comparing the torque ratio to a predetermined threshold;
and

outputting a signal when said torque ratio exceeds said
predetermined threshold to thereby indicate said shift
point.

2. A method of shift point indication according to claim 1
wherein said predicted wheel torque substantially corre-
sponds to a maximum wheel torque.

3. A method of shift point indication according to claim 1
wherein said predetermined threshold corresponds to a
torque ratio whcrcat a shift to the next higher gear will
maximize fuel economy.

4. In a motor vehicle having an engine and a manual
transmission for imparting torque to at least one wheel and
an upshift indication means for indicating a shift point by
prompting a vehicle operator to shift from a current gear to
a next high gear, a method of shift point indication com-
prising the steps of:
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calculating a current engine torque value in the current
gear in accordance with predetermined engine param-

.eters;

calculating a predicted engine torque value in the next
higher gear in accordance with said predetermined
engine parameters;

establishing a current wheel torque value from said cur-
rent engine torque value in the present gear and a gear
ratio corresponding thereto;

establishing a predicted wheel torque value from said
predicted engine torque value in the next higher gear
and the gear ratio corresponding thereto;

calculating a torque ratio of said predicted wheel torque to
said current wheel torque;

comparing said torque ratio to a predetermined threshold;
and

outputting a signal when said torque ratio exceeds said
predetermined threshold to thereby indicate said shift
point.

5. A method of shift point indication according to claim 4
wherein said predetermined engine parameters comprise
spark retard.

6. A method of shift point indication according to claim 4
wherein said predetermined engine parameters comprise
exhaust gas recirculation.

7. A method of shift point indication according to claim
wherein 'said predetermined engine parameters comprise
fuel composition.
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[57] ABSTRACT

A shift indication apparatus having an engine rotation
sensor, a throttle valve sensor, and a shift position sen-
sor, a microcomputer having a ROM and RAM for
storing data corresponding to the engine speed, throttle
valve openings, and the shift positions therein, and an
indicator for indicating preferable shift positions to be
performed by a driver in which a torque data map and
a fuel consumption rate data map have stored in the
ROM for calculating various torque and fuel consump-
tion rates so as to obtain preferable shift positions relat—
ing to optimum fuel consumption rate in accordance
with said data detected. With this construction, it be-
comes possible for a driver to run his car in accordance
with the indications of the shift operation on the indica-
tor so as to enable the economical running of the car to
be realized. -

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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OPTIMUM SHIFT POSITION INDICATION
USING SUCCESSIVE TWO-DIMENSIONAL DATA

MAPS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a shift indication unit
which can be used for an automotive vehicle having a
manual transmission and for indicating to a driver
change—speed operations to be performed relating to
preferable shift position with respect to optimum fuel
consumption, and a method of performing the optimum
speed change operation so as to reduce fuel cost.

2. Description of the Prior Art
Recently, the situation and circumstances surround-

ing supply of oils have deteriorated, and various re-
search and development activities have been made in

10

15

response in an attempt to improve efficient utilization of 20
energy in each technical field in industry. The situation
is the same in the autombile industry, where various
research and development for improving engines to
have better thermal efficiencies and for pursuing better
methods for performing effective combustion of fuel for
vehicles with less fuel consumption rate have been un-
dertaken. However, there is a problem that unless oper-
ations including acceleration operation and shift opera-
tion are included, it is not possible for driving operation
to sufficiently demonstrate the improved fuel consump-
tion performance thus reached.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore a main object of the present invention
to provide a shift indication apparatus which is capable
of performing optimum running with a good fuel con-
sumption rate by indicating to a driver preferable shift
positions for the optimum fuel consumption during the
running of the automotive vehicle.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a shift indication apparatus having a microcom-
puter including a speed change instruction indicator and
a ROM in which predetermined torque and fuel con—
sumption maps are stored so as to calculate and indicate
on the indicator preferable shift positions corresponding
to the optimum fuel consumption rate.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide a speed change operation and indication unit
having a microcomputer comprising a ROM and a
RAM into which data corresponding to the 'current
engine speed and current shift position as well as throt-
tle valve opening are stored and expected torque and
fuel consumption rates are calculated from the data read
from the RAM together with the predetermined maps.

According to one feature of the present invention, the
shift indication apparatus is characterized in that the
unit comprises sensors for detecting the engine speed
and the opening of a throttle valve, means for calculat-
ing an expected or assumed fuel consumption rate in
order to generate the same driving horsepower as that
in the current car running conditions at a certain shift
position adjacent to the particular shift position of the
transmission at that time, means for comparing the cur-
rent fuel consumption rate with the assumed fuel con-
sumption rate so as to select a preferable shift position
with the optimum fuel consumption rate, and means for
indicating to the driver shift operation instructions to
the preferable shift position.
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2
These and other objects and advantages of the pres-

ent invention will become more apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description with reference to the ac-
companying drawings. ‘

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an overall construction of one embodiment

of the shift indication apparatus according to the pres-
ent invention,

FIG. 2 is one example of the characteristic curves of
a torque data map stored in the ROM in the microcom-
puter in FIG. 1 and

FIG. 3 is one example of the characteristics of a fuel
consumption data map stored in the ROM in the mi-
crocomputer in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a programmed flow chart of the speed
change operation indicating unit of FIG. 1 for the pur-
pose of explaining the operation of the unit according to
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, the shift indication apparatus
with a manual transmission according to the present
invention comprises an engine speed sensor 1 for detect-
ing the engine speed and for producing pulse signals of
a frequency proportional to the engine speed, a shift
position sensor 2 for detecting the shift positions of the
transmission, a throttle sensor 3 for detecting the open-
ing degree of the throttle valve by means of, for in-
stance, a potentiometer, an A/D converter 4 for con-
verting analog signals from the throttle valve sensor 3
into digital signals, a microcomputer 5 for performing
various calculations in accordance with the different

signals from the sensors, and an indicator 10 for indicat-
ing the result of the calculations.

The microcomputer 5 further comprises an input-
/output port (I/O port) 6, a central processing unit
(CPU) 7, a read only memory (ROM) 8, and a random
access memory (RAM) 9. In the microcomputer 5,
there is provided a bus BUS which communicates the
I/O port 6 and the CPU 7, ROM 8, and RAM 9.

The engine speed sensor 1 is mounted in a distributor
(not shown) and the output of the sensor is connected to
the input of the I/O port 6 so as to transmit the output
pulses to the microcomputer 5 through the I/O port 6
and to store the data corresponding to the engine speed
into the RAM 9. The output of the shift sensor 2 is
connected to the input of the I/O port 6 so as to trans—
rnit the output signals thereof to the microcomputer 5
through the I/O port 6 and to store the data from the
shift sensor 2 into the RAM 9. Similarly, the output of
the throttle sensor 3 is connected through the A/D
converter 4 to the input of the I/O port 6 so as to trans-
mit the output signals thereof to the microcomputer 5
through the A/D converter 4 and to store the data
corresponding to the throttle value opening into the
RAM 9 after converting from the analog signals into the
digital signals. The input of the indicator 10 is con-
nected to the output of the I/O port 6 so as to indicate
each preferable shift position corresponding to the opti-
mum fuel consumption rate in accordance with various
parameters calculated. _

The indicator 10 includes a shift-up indicating lamp
10a and a shift-down indicating lamp 10b.

The indicator 10 may be assembled by light emiting
diodes (LED) so as to perform shift-up and shift-down
indications by up and down directed arrow marks. Al-
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ternatively, the indicator 10 may also be replaced with
other voice combining circuit so as to announce the
shift operations by voice instead of the indications.

Before explaining the operation of the apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention, reference must be
made to the torque data mapshown in FIG. 2 and the
fuel consumption rate data map shown in FIG. 3. The
torque data map indicative of torque curves T as shown
in FIG. 2 has been stored in the ROM 8 in advance. The
fuel consumption rate data map indicative of equal fuel
consumption rate curves B as shown in FIG. 3 has been
also stored in the ROM 8 in advance. In FIG. 2, each

equal torque curve T was prepared by plotting and
connecting equal torque points on the graph with re-
spect to the engine speed vs. throttle valve opening. In
FIG. 3, each fuel consumption rate curve B was pre—
pared by plotting and connecting equal fuel consump-
tion rate points on a graph obtained in advance by ex-
periment data with respect to the engine speed and the
torques thus calculated.

In operation, the microcomputer 5 functions in such a
manner that it determines current torque from the
torque data map stored in the ROM 8 and otherdata
corresponding to the engine speed detected by the sen-
sor l and throttle valve opening detected by the throttle
sensor 3, determines expected fuel consumption rate
from the fuel consumption rate data map also stored in
the ROM 8 and the torque thus determined as well as
the engine speed, and compares the fuel consumption
rate thus determined with an assumed fuel consumption
rate when speed change operation is performed from
the current shift position to the adjacent shift position in
accordance with a control program, whereby an in-
struction signal for changing suitable shift position re-
lating to optimum fuel consumption rate is generated
from the microcomputer and it is indicated on the indi-
cator 10.

The operation of the shift indication apparatus will
now be made with reference to the control program
flow chart shown in FIG. 4.

,2 First of all, the engine speed sensor 1 produces pulse
signals proportional to the engine speed during running
of the automotive vehicle and transmits these signals to
the microcomputer 5. In this case, as shown in FIG. 4,
the operation of a main routine is started at a predeter-
mined timing, e. g. periodical timing pulses from a timer
(not shown) and the detection of the engine speed Ne
from the sensor 1 is carried out and it is stored into the
RAM 9 at the step 20. Then, the engine speed Ne is read
from the RAM 9 and it is compared with a predeter-
mined number N (= 1000 rpm) to determine whether or
not the Ne exceeds the value 1000 at the step 21. If the
result of the decision is YES, the next step 22 is exe-
cuted. That is, in the step 22, the reading in of the open-
ing of the throttle valve is performed through the throt-
tle sensor 3 and the A/D converter 4. In the above case,
if the result of the decision in step 21 is NO, the main
routine is terminated by determining that the shift oper-
ation is not necessary and the engine speed NE is read
again at the predetermined timing and now the opera-
tion returns to the step 20.

In the step 22, the throttle valve opening 0 is detected
by the throttle sensor 3 and is then stored in the RAM
9 after conversion from the analog signals into the digi-
tal signals through A/D converter 4. The next step 23,
i.e. the torque search step is executed. In this step, the
torque Te is determined from the torque curves T on the
torque data map as shown in FIG. 2 and which has been
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4
stored in the ROM 8 in the microcomputer 5, in accor-
dance with the detected data corresponding to the en-
gine speed Ne and the throttle valve opening 0. In this
case, assuming that the engine speed N, is 3600 rpm and
the throttle valve opening 0 is 30 degrees, the torque
value Te=11 kg-m is determined from the cross point
on the torque curve T in the torque data map.

Then in the next step 24, i.e. the torque detemlination
step is executed. In this step 24, a decision is made as to
whether or not the value of the torque Te thus calcu-
lated in the step 23 is larger than 0.05 kg-m, i.e. the
vehicle speed is in the middle of speed reduction or it is
close to the speed reduction. If the result of the decision
is YES, the next step, fuel consumption search step 25,
is executed, if the result'of the the decision is NO, the '
operation of the main routine terminates. In the step 25,
the fuel consumption data is read from the equal fuel
consumption rate curves B on the fuel data map shown
in FIG. 3 which has been stored in the ROM 8 and fuel
consumption rate is searched from the calculated torque
Te and the engine speed N9. 5
‘ Namely, if the shift position is in the fourth speed, as
the torque TE is 11 kg-m and the engine speed is 3600
rpm, the point F4 is obtained on the fuel consumption
rate curves B in the fuel consumption rate data map.
Since the point F4 is in the area of the fuel consumption
rate Be=300 g/psh to 350 g/psh, the fuel consumption
rate of the fourth speed is determined as 300 g/psh to
350 g/psh in this case.

Then the next horsepower calculation step 26 is exe-
cuted. In this step 26, the horsepower P is calculated in
accordance with the following equation.

P=N9X Y‘s/716.2

P=driving power in ps
where

Ne=the engine speed in rpm
Te=torque in kg-m
In the step 27, the detected data from the shift posi-

tion sensor 2 is stored in the RAM 9 in the microcom-
puter 5 through the I/O port 6.

In the step 28, a neutral position decision is per-
formed. That is, the decision is made whether or not the
shift position stored in the step 27 is in the neutral posi-
tion, i.e. whether or not SP=O is determined. If it is not
the neutral in this case, the step 29 for deciding the fifth
speed is executed. 0n the other hand, if the result of the
decision is neutral, the main routine operation is termi-
nated as it is not necessary to indicate the speed change
operation.

In the step 29, since the shift position SP is deter-
mined as the fifth speed or the upmost shift position, the
assumed processing for shifting up operations shown in
the steps 30 through 36 is skipped and now the opera-
tion moves to the calculating step for the number of
engine rotations at the time of the shifting down in the
step 37.

On the other hand, if the result of the decision in the
step 29 is such that the shift position SP is not at the fifth
speed, the next step 30 is executed. In this step 30, the
engine speed Ng+1 is calculated in the case of one shift-
up. In this case, the equation for calculating the engine
speed Ne+1 is as follows;

Ne+1=NeXgear ratio of shift position SP... l/gear
ratio of shift position SP
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where, each unit indicates: Ne =rpm, Ne+1= rpm, and
the gear ratio is a physical quantity which one of ordi-
nary skill understands is dictated by the physical em-
bodiment of the gears used (and which ratios are stored
as data for use with a particular embodiment).

After executing this step, the operation now moves to
the step 31 for deciding the engine speed Ne+1. In this
step 31, a decision is made as to whether or not the
engine speed Ne+1 at the one step shifting up position
SP +1 is larger than 1000 rpm. In this case, if the result
of the decision is NO, the processing for the main rou-
tine is terminated as the shift operation is not necessary.
However, if the result of the decision is such that the
engine speed Ne+1 is larger than 1000 rpm, the opera—
tion now moves to the next step 32. In this step 32, the
calculation of the torque Te+1 at the one step shifting up
position SP +1 is performed.

The calculation of the torque is performed in accor-
dance with the following equation.

Tg+1=PX 716.2/Ng+]

where, each unit indicated
TE+ 1 =kg/m
P=ps, and
NH 1 = rpm.
And now the operation moves to the next step 33. In

this step 33, the assumed fuel consumption rate is
searched from the data map stored in the ROM 8 in the
microcomputer 5. Namely, one cross point is sought
from the engine speed Ne+1 which was calculated in the
step 30 and the torque Te+1 calculated in the step 32 on
the data map shown in FIG. 4. From the fuel consump-
tion rate indicated in the equal fuel consumption rate
curves B surrounding this point in the coordinate posi-
tions, the assumed fuel consumption rate bg+1 can be
found. For instance, assuming that the engine speed
Ne+1=2800 rpm and the torque Te+1= 12.1 kg-m, the
cross point F5 can be obtained from the data map and
this point F5 belongs to the area of the fuel consumption
rate of 200 g/psh to 250 g/psh in the equal fuel con-
sumption rate curves B. Accordingly, since the one step
shifting up position SP +1, i.e. the current shift is the
fourth speed, the assumed fuel consumption rate be+1
when shifting up to the fifth speed, becomes 200 g/psh
to 250 g/psh.

The assumed fuel consumption rate be+1 thus
searched (i.e., derived) in step 33 is compared with a
predetemined value in the next decision step 34. That is,
the fuel consumption rate be+1 is determined whether
or not it is larger than 5000 g/psh. In this case, a large
number such as 60000 g/psh is inputted in the area
above the full opened torque in FIG. 4. Accordingly, if
the result of the decision is NO, the assumed fuel con-
sumption rate be+1 is compared and is determined in the
next step 35 as to whether or not it is smaller than the
current fuel consumption rate be which was searched
(i.e.,‘derived) in the step 25.

If the result of the decision is YES, that is, the as-
sumed fuel consumption rate be+1 is smaller than the
current fuel consumption rate be, the operation now
moves to the step 43 and the operation for indicating the
shift-up condition is performed in the step 44 after some
delay time. Namely, in this step, the speed change oper-
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ation indicating signal is applied to the indicator or V
display 10 from the microcomputer 5 through the I/O
port 6. As a result, a particular lamp in this case, a shift-
up indicating lamp in the indicator 10, is illuminated,
thus indicating to the driver that the speed change from
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current shift position to the one step shifting up position
SP +1 is preferable. In this case, it is preferable to pro-
vide some delay time as shown in the step 43 so as to
prevent the driver from confusion due to intermittent
illuminations of the lamp of the indicator 10 within a
short time when the fuel consumption rate is on the
critical border lines.

On the other hand, if the result of the decision in the
step 35 is NO, that is, the assumed fuel consumption rate
be+1 is larger than the current fuel consumption rate be,
the operation now moves to the step 36. In this step 36,
the decision is made whether or not the current shift

position SP is the first speed. If the result of the decision
is YES indicating that the current shift position is the
first speed, the processing for the main routine is termi-
nated as no shift-down operation is required, while if
the result of the decision is NO, the operation now
moves to the next step 37 for calculating the engine
speed Ne+1 at the one step shifting down position SP
_1. In this step, the engine speed Ng+l at the time of
shifting down from the current shift position SP to the
one step shifting down position SP _1 is calculated by
the following equation;

Ne~1=Nngear ratio of shift position SP_1/gear
ratio of shift position SP

where, each unit of each parameter indicates
Ne—l=1‘Pm
Ne=rpm.
From the engine speed Ne_1 calculated here and the

driving power which was calculated in the step 26, the
torque Te_1 is calculated by the following relationship
in step 38; ‘

r,_1=Px716,2/N.._1

where, each unit of each parameter indicated
Te_1=kg-m,
P=ps,
Ne_ 1 = rpm.
The torque thus calculated is compared with a prede-

termined value such as 0.05 kg-m in the step 45. If the
result of the decision in step 45 is YES, the operation
now moves to the fuel consumption rate search step 39,
where the assumed fuel consumption rate be_.1 in the
one step shifting down position SP_1 is searched from
the data map in FIG. 3 as in the step 33. Namely, if the
engine speed Ne_1 is 4600 rpm and the torque Te- 1 is 12 ‘
kg-m which were calculated in the steps 37 and 38, the
cross point F3 is determined on the data map in FIG. 4.
Accordingly, in step 39, from the area of the equal fuel
consumption rate curve B of 350 g/psh to 400 g/psh on
which the cross point F 3 is situated, the assumed fuel
consumption rate be_. 1 is searched to be found in the one
step shifting down position SP _1.

With the one step shifting down position SP _1 thus
obtained, i.e. the current shift position SP being as the
fourth speed, the assumed fuel consumption rate when
shifting down to the third speed which is in the shift
position SP _1 thereunder, becomes 350 g/psh to 400
g/psh, and then the next step 40 is executed. In this step
40, the fuel consumption rate be in the current shift
position SP which was searched in the step 25 is com-
pared with the assumed fuel consumption rate be..1 .
Namely, the decision making is performed whether or
not the assumed fuel consumption rate be_1 is smaller
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than the current fuel consumption rate be. If the result
of the decision is NO which means that the be_1 is
larger than the be, the processing for the main routine is
terminated. On the other hand, if the result of the deci-
sion is YES, meaning that the assumed fuel consump-
tion rate be_1 is smaller than the current fuel consump-
tion rate be, the operation moves to the next step 41,
where some time delay processing is performed, and
then the operation now moves to the step 42.

In this step 42, shift-down display is performed.
Namely in this case, the shift down display instruction
signal from the microcomputer 5 is applied to the indi-
cator 10 through the I/O port 6 and the shift-down
indication lamp in the indicator 10 is illuminated, thus
indicating to the driver that speed change operation
from the current shift position to the one step shifting
down position SP _1 is preferable.

In this manner, the operations as indicated in each
step are repeatedly performed and the assumed fuel
consumption rate be+1 in the one step shifting up posi-
tion and the assumed fuel consumption rate bg_1 in the
one step shifting down position from the current shift
position are calculated respectively, and each assumed
fuel consumption rate is compared with the current fuel
consumption rate be, respectively. In this case, if the
current fuel consumption rate be is better than the as-
sumed fuel consumption rate be+1 or the assumed fuel
consumption rate b3_1, the indicator 10 is not ener-
gizedr However, only when either one of the assumed
fuel consumption rates above. is better than the current
fuel consumption rate be, the corresponding shift-up
lamp or shift-down lamp in the indicator 10 is illumi-
nated, thus indicating the necessity of the speed change
operation. As a result, the driver can actually perform
the speed change operations in accordance with the
indications so that the optimum speed running of the car

’ can be carried out with a preferable shift position in the
"5 optimum fuel consumption rate.

In the preferred embodiment according to the present
’27; " invention described in the foregoing, the range of each

' areas indicative of the equal fuel consumption rate
curves B has been indicated as 50 g/psh. However, if
the range of each area is defined more narrow or the
distances between the points is interpolated by calcula-
tion, it is possible to indicate more accurate speed
change operations.

As stated in the foregoing, in the speed change opera-
tion and indication system according to the present
invention, the optimum fuel consumption rate is calcu-
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engine rotation and the throttle valve opening, an as-
sumed fuel consumption rate is calculated for generat-
ing the same driving power as that in the current run-
ning conditions in the shift position adjacent to a partic-
ular shift position at that time, and the current fuel
consumption rate is compared with the assumed fuel
consumption rate, whereby the optimum shift operation
indications are displayed to the driver.

With this construction, it is possible for a driver to
run his car in accordance with the indication of the
speed change operation on an indicator so as to maintain
the optimum fuel consumption of the automotive vehi-
cle, thus enabling the economical running of the car to
be realized. ‘

While the invention has been described in its pre-
ferred embodiments, it is to be understood that various
changes and modifications may be made within the
purview of the appended claims without departing from
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the true scope and spirit of the invention in its broader
aspects.

What is claimed is:
1. An electronically controlled system in an internal

combustion engine for indicating shift position for a
manual transmission thereof so as to maintain optimum
fuel consumption by the engine, comprising:

first detecting means for detecting current engine
speed;

second detecting means for detecting current throttle
position;

third detecting means for detecting current shift posi-
tion;

first determining means for determining current en-
gine torque based on said current,engine speed and
current throttle position in accordance with a first
two-dimensional map of engine speed and throttle
position;

second determining means for determining current
fuel consumption rate based on said current engine
speed and determined current engine torque in
accordance with a second two-dimensional map of
engine speed and engine torque, said second map
including isometric curves representing curves of
equal fuel consumption rates;

calculating means for calculating driving force of the
engine in accordance with current engine speed
and current engine torque, said calculating means
further including:
first comparing means for comparing said current

fuel consumption rate obtained by said second
determining means with an assumed one-step-
transmission upshifted fuel consumption rate
determined by one-step-transmission upshifted
engine speed and one-step-transmission upshifted
engine torque defined by said second map,

second comparing means for comparing said cur-
' rent fuel consumption rate obtained by said sec-

ond determining means with an assumed one—
step-transmission downshifted fuel consumption
rate determined by one-step-transmission down-
shifted engine speed and one-step-transmission
downshifted engine torque defined by said sec-
ond map,

outputting means for outputting a first signal indic-
ative of one-step upshifting, a second signal in-
dicative of one-shift downshifting, or a third
signal indicative of stopping both one-step up-
shifting and downshifting, respectively, when-
ever said first comparing means determines said
assumed fuel consumption rate of one-step up-
shifting is less than the currently detected fuel
consumption rate, said second comparing means
determines said assumed fuel consumption rate
of one-step downshifting is less than the cur-
rently detected fuel consumption rate, or both
values of fuel consumption rate calculated in said
first and second comparing means are detemined
greater than the currently detected fuel con-
sumption rate; and

‘ representing means for alternatively representing
whichever of said three signals are output by said
outputting means. _

2. A system in claim 1 wherein
said first comparing means comprises first determina-

tion means for determining whether the current
gear position is highest gear or neutral position,
and for enabling said comparison of said fuel con-
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sumption rate if the current shift position is not
determined to be said highest gear or said neutral
position; and

said second comparing means comprises second de-
termination means for determining whether said
current shift position is first gear, and for enabling
said comparison of said fuel consumption rate if it is
determined the current shift position is not said first
gear.

3. A system in claim 1 wherein
said first comparing means comprises first calculating ‘

means for calculating one-step upshifted assumed
engine speed obtained from the value of the current
engine speed, multiplied by a known gear ratio for
one-step-transmission upshifted, divided by the
known value for the gear ratio corresponding to
the current shift position, and for calculating as-
sumed engine torque obtained from the value of
current driving force divided by said assumed en-
gine speed multiplied by a constant;

said second comparing means comprises second cal-
culating means for calculating one-step down-
shifted assumed engine speed obtained from the
value of the current engine speed, multiplied by a
known gear ratio for one-step-transmission down-
shifted, divided by the known value for the gear
ratio corresponding to the current shift position,
and for calculating the assumed engine torque ob-
tained from the value_ of current driving force di-
vided by said assumed engine speed multiplied by a
constant.

4. A system as in claim 1, wherein said representing
means makes an indication to keep the shift position
unchanged whenever said engine speed detected by said
first detecting means is greater than a predetermined
value.

5. A system as in claim 1, further comprising:
first permitting means for permitting said second

determining means to determine said fuel consump-
tion rate whenever the value of said engine torque
determined by said first determining means is
greater than a predetermined value; and

second permitting for permitting said second deter-
mining means to determine said assumed fuel con-
sumption rate whenever the value of said assumed
engine torque calculated by said second comparing
means is greater than said predetermined value.

6. A system as in claim 1, wherein said representing
means represents changes in said first, second and third
signals, indicative of upshifting, downshifting and keep-
ing shift position unchanged, respectively, after a prede-
termined time delay.

7. A method for indicating shift position for a manual
transmission associated with an internal combustion

engine so as to maintain optimum fuel consumption by
the engine, comprising the steps of:

detecting the current engine speed;
detecting the current throttle position;
detecting the current shift position;
determining current engine torque based on said cur-

rent engine speed and current throttle in accor-
dance with a first two-dimensional map of engine
speed and throttle position;

determining current fuel consumption rate based on
said current engine speed and determined current
engine torque in accordance with a second two-di-
mensional map of engine speed and engine torque
in accordance with a second two-dimensional map

10
of engine speed and engine torque, said second map
including isometric curves representing curves of
equal fuel consumption rates;

calculating driving force of the engine in accordance
5 with current engine speed and current engine

torque; ,
comparing said current fuel consumption rate with an

assumed one-step upshifted fuel consumption rate
determined by one-step upshifted engine speed and

10 one-step upshifted engine torque defined by said
second map;

comparing said current fuel consumption rate with an
assumed one-step downshifted fuel consumption
rate determined by one-step downshifted engine

15 speed and one-step downshifted engine torque de~
fined by said second map;

outputting a first signal indicative of one-step upshift-
ing, a second signal indicative of one-step down-
shifting, or a third signal indicative of stopping
both one—step upshifting and downshifting, respec-
tively, if the assumed fuel consumption rate of
one-step upshifting is less than the current detected
fuel consumption rate, the assumed fuel consump-
tion rate of one-step downshifting is less than the
current detected fuel consumption rate, or both
values of fuel consumption rate are determined
greater than the current detected fuel consumption
rate;

representing to an operator of said engine the respec-
tive three signals for executing upshifting, down-
shifting and keeping the shift position unchanged.

8. A method as in claim 7, wherein
the first comparing step includes determining

35 whether the current gear position is the highest
gear or neutral position, and for enabling said com-
parison of said fuel consumption rate if the current
shift position is not determined to be said highest
gear or said neutral position; and

40 the second comparing step includes determining
whether said current shift position is the first gear,
and for enabling said comparison of said fuel con-
sumption rate if it is determined the current shift
position is not the first gear.

45 9. A method as in claim 7, wherein
the first comparing step includes calculating one-step

upshifted assumed engine speed obtained from the
value of the current engine speed, multiplied by a
known gear ratio for oneostep upshifted, divided by

50 the known value for the gear ratio corresponding
to the current shift position, and calculating as-
sumed engine torque obtained from the value of
current driving force divided by said assumed en-
gine speed multiplied by a constant; and

55 the second comparing step includes calculating one-
step downshifted assumed engine speed obtained
from the value of the current engine speed, multi-
plied by a known gear ratio for one-step down-
shifted, divided by the known value for the gear

60 ratio corresponding to the current shift position,
and calculating the assumed engine torque ob-
tained from the value of current driving force di—
vided by said assumed engine speed multiplied by a
constant.

65 10. A method as in claim 7, wherein the representing
step includes the step of indicating to keep the shift
position unchanged when the engine speed is greater
than a predetermined value.
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11. A method as in claim 7, further including the steps
of:

permitting the determining of the fuel consumption
rate whenever the value of engine torque deter-
mined in the first determining step is greater than a
predetermined value; and

permitting the determining of assumed fuel consump-
tion rate whenever the value of assumed engine
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12
torque determined in the second comparing step is
greater than the predetermined value.

12. A method as in claim 7 wherein the representing
step includes the step of representing the first, second
and third signals indicative of upshifting, downshifting
and keeping shift position unchanged, respectively,
after a predetermined time delay.i i l I I
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ANSPRI'TCH 

_/"\
r

1. EEinrichtung zur Erzielung eines verbrauchsgfinstigen BetrieBs einer
\v///mit einem Schaltgetriebe ausgerfisteten Brennkraftmasohine, insbe-

sondere der Antriebsmaschine eines Fahrzeugs, dadurch gekennzeich—

net, daB als UND—Schaltung im Ansteuerkreis (2) eines Signalgebers

(4) ein drehzah1~ und ein lastabhéngiger Schalter (6,8) liegenf die‘
nur beim Auftreten von'Befriebspunkfen der Maschine in einem vor-

gegebenen vollastfernen'Betriebsbereich (I) im Leistungs-Dmehzahl—

Diagramm den Ansteuerkreis (2) schlieBen. -

2. Einrichtung nach Ansprfioh 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die UND-

Schaltung ferner einen nur bei eingelegtem h60hsten Getriebegang

den Ansteuerkreis (2) unterbrechenden gangabhfingigen Schalter (10)
enthfilt.

3. Einrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der

vollastferne Betriebsbereich (I) in Diagramm oberhalb einer verge-

gebenen Drehzahl (n1) von etwa 20 bis 50 % der maximalen Drehzahl
liegt.

4. Einrichtung nach einem der-Ansprflche 1 bis 3, dadurch gekennzeich—

net, daB der vollastferne Betriebsbereich (I) im Diagramm unher—

halb der Linie (b) ffir etwa 50 bis 70 % der Maximals‘bellung des Lei-
stungssteuerglieds liegt. '

Vorsilzender Vursland;_ Tar.- Ssrme'. votsuzenuzr ~ Prat. D: lecm. Ems: Fan: - Dr..ur.Fe:er Hen: - Gflnley Henwém
des Aulsichlsrals: Hem :Jflznrar - 0:. rer.pal,\.‘.'erne: P. 52.13:: ‘ fish-.5: El, 5:r::. . Prat. DI. rer. pol. Friedrich Thoméc-
run; arrraaun‘ Silz der Gescllschafl: Wousburg > Amlsgeridn Weltsburg HRE 215
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B.

10.

ZQZESEWU

Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprfiche 1 bis 4, dadurch gekennzeich—

net, daB der Signalgeber (4) eine Leuchte mit der Darstellung ei—

nes nach oben weisenden Pfeils ist.

Einrichtung zur Erzielung eines verbrauchsgfinstigen Betriebs einer

_ mit einem Schaltgetriebe ausgerfisteten Brennkraftmaschine, insbe—

sondere der Antriebsmaschine eines Fahrzeugs, insbesondere nach

einefi der Ansprfiche 1 bis 5, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB als UND-

Schaltung im Ansteuerkreis (3) eines Signalgebers (5) ein drehzahl—

und ein lastabhéngiger Schalter (6,9) liegen, die nur beim Auftre-

ten von Betriebspunkten der Maschine in einem vorgegebenen vollast—

nahen Betriebsbereich (II) im Leistungs—Drehzahl—Diagramm zwischen

dem ansteigenden Ast der’Vollastlinie (a) und einer benachbarten

Linié (c) ffir eine konstante Stellung des Leistungssteuerglieds den

Ansteuerkreis (3) schIieBen.

Einrichtung nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die UND-

Schaltung ferner einen nur bei eingelegtem ersten Getriebegang den

Ansteuerkreis (3) unterbrechenden gangabhfingigen Schalter (11) ent-
hilt.

Einrichtung nacthnspruch 6 oder 7, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der

vollastnahe Betriebsbereich (II) in Diagramm unterhalb einer verge-

gebenen Drehzahl (n2) von etwa 40 bis 70 % der maximalen Drehzahl
liegt.

Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprfiche 6 bis 8, dadurch gekennzeich—

net, daB der dem vollastnahen Betriebsbereich (II) zugeordnete last-

abhfingige Schalter (9) ein Kickdown—Schalter ist.

Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprfiche 5 bis 9, dadurch gekennzeich—

net, daB der dem vollastnahen Betriebsbereich (II) zugeordnete Si-

gnalgeber (5) eine Leuchte mit der Darstellung eines nach unten wei—
senden Pfeils ist.

030063l0283
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11.

12.

13.

2926071}

Einrichtung nach einem der Ansprfiche 1 bis 5 und einem der‘AnspIfi-

che 6 his 10, daduych gekennzeichnet, daB beide Ansteuerkreise (2,5)
eine gemeinéamerSfianpungsquelle (1) enthalten und die drehzéhlab-
hangigen Schalter durch einén Unschalter (6) gebildet Bind.

Einrichtung nach Anspruch 11, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB der Um-

schalter (6) drei Schaltstellungen besitzt, von denen er die mitt-

lere, zu keinem de; Ansteuerkreise (2,3) ffihrende Schaltstellung

bei Drehzahlwerten einnimmt, die zwisghen den die beiden Betriebs—

bereiche (1,11) im Diagramm begrenzendgn Drehzahlen (n1, n2) lie—
gen.

Einrichtung nach'Afispruch 5_und/oder 10, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB
der bzw. die Signa1geber (35) integriert ist bzw; sind in sine Kraft—

stoffverbrauchsanzeige (31).

canoes/0283
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Einrichtung zur Erzielung eines verbrauchs—
gfigstigen Betriebs einer Brennkraftmaschine

Die Erfindung betrifft eine Einrichtung gemiB dem Oberbegriff der Pa—

tentansprfiche 1 und 6. In erster Linie ist dabei an den Einsatz bei

einer Antriebsmaschine eines Kraftfahrzeugs gedacht, jedoch ist die

Erfindung grundsfitzlich auch bei stationfiren Brennkraftmaschinen mit

Vorteil anwendhar, die mit unterschiedlichen Leistungen und Drehzah—
len betrieben warden.

Der Kraftstoffverbrauch einer mit einem Schaltgetriebe ausgerfisteten

Brennkraftmaachine hangt wesentlich von der Lage ihres Betriebspunkts

im Last-Drehzahl-Diagramm der MEschine ab. Dabei lassen sich grundsétz—

lich ZWei Falle unterscheiden: Die Lage des Betriebspunktes der Ma—

achine in einem.vollastfernen Betriebsbereich unter Einschaltung eines

der unteren oder mittleren Getriebegénge ffihrt zwar zur Sicherstellung

der gewfinschten Leistung, jedoch mit einem sehr hohen Kraftstoffver—

branch. EB ist daher zweckmfiBig, in den nichsthfiheren bzw. den hfichsten

Getriebegang hochzuschalten und so einen.vollastn§heren Betriebspunkt

einzustellen. Im zweiten Fall liegt zwar ein vollastnaher Betriebspunkt

vor, aber tibtz Vollgasstellung (Maximalstellung) des Leistungssteuer—
glieda, worunter im.Rahmen der Erfindung bei Vergasermaschinen die Dres—

Vouitzandar Vurslund: up. Smmfiazst, Vars:::sndsr ~ Prat. D‘. tau-.3. Ems: Fuel: . CL 1m. Fem Her: - Sinner Hymns:
des Aufsichhrals: Hurst Min-,zner v 0!. renpui. Werner P. sun-w: - Game: 31.51::5: - Pr:‘. Dr. rel. pm. Fnednm mornée
Hans Bimbaum Sitz der Gaseflschafl: Woltsburg kmlsgeriml Wolfsburg HEB 215
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selklappe und bei Einspritzmaschinen der Einspritzregler zu verstehen

ist, lfiflt sich die gewfinschte Leistung bei eingelegtem hfiheren Oder

hfichsten Gang nicht erreichen; auBerdem ist diese Betriebsweise der

Naschine ebenfalls nicht verbrauchsgfinstig.

Gemeinsam ist diesen beiden Fallen, daB der Nachteil eines hohen Kraft-

stoffverbrauchs durch Hoch- bzw. Eerunterschalten des Getriebes ohne

Verringerung der Leistung der Naschine vermieden werden.kann. Wie
sich aber in der Praxis beispielsweise bei Antofahrern immer wieder

zeigt, herrscht insbesondere bei ungefibten Fahrern, beispielsweise sol-

‘chen, die voiher ein Fahrzeug mit automatisohem Getriebe gefahren haben,
Uhklarheit fiber den EinfluB der Lage des Betriebspunktes der Maschine

auf den Kraftstoffverbrauch sowie Uhsicherheit darfiber, wann ein Gang—
wechsel sinnvoll ist.

Der Erfindung iiegt die Aufgabe zugrunde, eine Einrichtung zu schaffen,
die die Bedienufigsperson der mit einem Schaltgetriebe ausgerfisteten
Brennkraftmaschine, also beispielsweise den Fahrer eines Kraftfahrzeugs,

bei der Einstellung eines verbrauchsgfinstigen Betriebspunktes der Ma-

schine durch Schaltvorgénge unterstfitzt. Die erfindungsgemifle Lfisung

dieser Aufgabe ist gekennzeichnet durch die Merkmale der selbsténdigen
Patentansprfiche.

Ein wesentlicher Vorteil der Erfindung ist darin zu sehen, daB die Ein-
~rich‘bung ein zum Umschalten aufforderndes Signal liefert, das aus dem
der maschine zugehfirigen Leistungs-Dmehzahl——Diagramm gewonnen ist, so

daB subjektive Gesichtspunkte, etwa das — haufig falsche - "Gefuhl" des
Fahrers eines Kraftfahrzeugs, ausgeschlossen sind.

Die Erfindung wird im folgenden anhand der Zeichnuhg erliutert. Es:
stellen dab:

Fig. 1 das Leistungs-Drehzahl-Diagramm einer mit

einem Schaltgetiiebe afisgerfisteten Brenn-

030083/0283

1784



1785

2926-071

kraftmaschine mit zwei hinsichtlich des

Kraftstoffverbrauchs ungfinstigen Betriebs—

bereichen,

Fig. 2 das Schaltbild eines Ausffihrungsbeispiels

der erfindungsgemifien Einrichtung und

Fig. 3 eine vorteilhafte Ausgestaltung des Si-

gnalgebers.

Betrachtet man zunichst Figur 1, so ist fiber der MASchinendrehzahl n

die Leistung N der Maschine aufgetragen. a ist die Kurve der Vbllast-

leistung, b eine Linie konstanter Stellung des Leistungssteuerglieds,

also heispielsweise eine Linie konstanten Drosselklappenwinkels bei ei-

ner Vérgasermaschine. Als MaB hierffir kann auBer dem Dresselklappenwin-

kel aelbst auch der Saugrohrunterdruck dienen. In der Regel wird die

Linie b, die einen ersten unerwfinschten Betriebsbereich I hegrenzt, et—

wa zwischen 50 und 7O % der Maximalstellung des Leistungssteuerglieds

liegen. c ist ebenfalls eine Linie konstanter Stellung des Leistungs-r

steuerglieds bzw. konstanten Saugrohrunterdrucks, die jedoch - im Gegen—

satz zum Bereich I — einen.vollastnahen, ebenfalls unerwfinschten Be-

triebsbereich II begrenzt. Dabei kann die Linie c der Kickdown—Stellung

eines Gaspedals entsprechen. Die Betriebsbereiche I und II warden fer—

ner abgegrenzt durch Drehzahlwerte n1 hzw. n2, von denen der erste in
der Regel zwischen etwa 20 bis 50 % der maximalen Drehzahl und der zwei—

te zwischen etwa 4O und 70 % der maximalen Drehzahl liegt.

Die Zahlenwerte ffir die Grenzen der beiden Betriebsbereiche I und II

31nd verstfindlicherweise vom Einzelfall abhfingig. Generell kann man sa-

gen, daB diese beiden Betriehsbereiche so liegen, daB durch Schaltvor—

gauge Betriebsyunkte im Leistungs-Drehzahl-Diagramm gewonnen warden

kfinnen, die hinsichtlich des Kraftstoffverbrauchs gfinstiger liegen.

Betrachtet man zunfichst den vollastfernen Betriebsbereich I, so last sich

die erwfinschte Leistung mit geringerem spezifischen Kraftstoffverbrauch

030063/0283
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nach Epchschalten in den nichsthfiheren Gang bei einem Betriebspimkfi
erzielen, der in dem Diagnamm nach ~Figur 1 links V011 'dem Betriebsbe- >

reich I liegt, Die erfindungsgemfifle Einrichtung erzeugt demgem'a‘fi ein

die Bedienungsperson, also in der Regel den Palmer; zum Hbchschal'ben

aufforderndes Signal, das in Figur 1 durch den nach oben weisenden

Pfeil innerhalb des Betriebsbereichs I angedeu‘be‘b ist.

Die Lage des Be'bI-ie'bspunktes der Maschine in dem vollas'bnahen Be-

triebsbereich II, also in Figuz: 1 links vonder Drehzahl-nz, hat zu—
nfichs‘b den grunds'é'bzlichen Nach‘beil, daB die gewfinschte h6here Lei-

stung 'bro'bz Vollgass‘bellung des Gaspedals bzw. des Leis‘bungss‘beuer-

glieds nich‘b erreicht wird. Ers‘l: nach Zuriickschalten auf den nachst

niedrigen Gang wird bei héheren Drehzahlen die 'gewiinschte hahere Lei-

s‘bung erreich‘b. Ein wei‘berer Nach'beil der Lage‘ des Betriebspunktes im

Betriebsbereich II ist. der relativ hohe Kraftstoi‘fver‘breuch. Bei Lage

des Betriebspunk‘bes im Betriebsbereich II erzeug‘b die erfind‘ungsge-
mEBe Einrich‘bung ein dem Fahrer zum Zuriiekschalten aufforderndes Si-

gnal, was in Figur 1 durch den nach unten weisenden Pfeil am Betriebs—

bereich II angedeutet ist. An dieser Stelle sei .eingeffigt, «13.8 as zweck-

mafiig sein Ram, Vdem Gaspedal in der Kickdown-Stellung (Linie c) einen

Druckpunkt zuzuordnen. r

Fig-12.1: 2 zeig‘b nun eine Ausfiihrungsform der erfindungsgem'atflen Enrich;

131mg, die mit besonders geringem Aufwnnd untersohiedliche Signale er—

zeug't je nachdem, ob der jeweilige Betriebsplmkt der Maschine in, Be-

trie'bsbereich I oder :lm Eetiiebsbereich II liegt.

Die Sfiannmxgsquelle T ist den beiden in jeweils einem-Ansteuerkreisé

bzw. 3 liegenden Signalgebern 4 und 5 gemeinsam. Beide'Signelgeber Bind

Leuchten nit filer Darstellung eines nach oben bzw. unten weisenden

Pfeils, der die Bedienungsperson bei Bet'a‘iigung des jeweiligen Signal-

gebers zum Hochschalten bzw. Heruntersehal‘ben .auffozgdert.

Die beiden Ansteuerkreise 2 und 3 warden selektiv geschlossen‘durch den
drehzahlabhfingigen Umschalter 6, dem ein dei’ jeWeiligen Maschinendleh—

030033xozée

1786



1787

23280-70

zahl n entsprechendes Signal zugei‘iihrt wird und der so ausgelegt ist,

daB sein Schaltarm 7 bei DrehZahlen, die graser‘sind als die vorgege-

'bene Drehzalll n1 (Biehe Figur 1),in Figur 2 nach oben, dagegen bei

Drehzahlen, die kleiner sind als die vorgegebene Drehzahl n2, nach 1m-
JGen schwenkt aus einer neutralen Mittelstellung, die er also einnimmt,

Helm Drehzahlwerte zwischen n1 und n2 vorliegen.

Die Gewinnung des Drehzahlsignals erfolgt mit bekaxmten Sensoranord-

nungen, die daher hier im einzelnen nicht beschrieben zu werden bran-

chen. So 1531: sich die Drehzahl digital auf induktivem Wege fiber magne-

tische Unsymmetrien an der Schwungscheibe der Maschine oder aus der

Frequenz tier Ziindsignale 'bei einer fremdgezfindeten Maschine bestimmen.

Bekannt ist femer die Gewinmmg von Drehzahlsignalen aus der von ei-

ner Wechselstrom—Lichtmaschine des mi‘l: der Maschine ausgerfisteten Fahr—

zeugs abgegebenen Spannung.

Zur Definition der beiden Betriebsbereiche I und II sind in den An—

steuerkreisen 2 und 3 in Figur 2 femer lastabh'a'ngige Schalter 8 11116. 9

vorgesehen, von denen der erste nur unterhalb der in Figur- 1 mit b be-

zeiclmeten Linie und der Schalter 9 11113: oberhalb der Linie c in Fi-

gur 1 geschlossen ist. Der’ Sohalter 9 km demgem'a'JB ein Kickdown-Schal-
ter sein.

Die Schalter 6 und 8 'bzw. 6 and 9 lie-gen in Reihe und bilden somit eine

UND—Schal'buug im jeweiligen Ansteuerstromkreis fiir einen der Signalge-

her 4 und 5. Da ein Eochschalten mu: mfiiglich ist beim Betrieb in einem

vom hfichaten Gang a'bweichenden Gang, wire as unzweckméifiig, (lurch den

Signalgeber 4 ein zum Hochschalten auffordemdes Signal 21; erzeugen,
wenn berei'bs der hb'chste Gang eingeleg‘b ist. Entsprechend ist ein Zu—

rfickschal'ten nu:- mfiglich, wenn nich‘b der unterste Gang eingelegt ist.

Auch hier ware es unzweckmfiBig, durch den Signalgeber 5 ein Signal zu er—

zeugen, wenn infolge tier getroffenen Gangwahl der durch die Signalg‘abe

verlangte Schaltvorgang nicht miiglich i517. Daher enthalten die beschrie-

benen UND—Schaltung'en jeweils einen gangabhfingigen Schalter 10 bzw. 11.
030063/0233
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Die Kopplung mit dem Schaltgetriebe bzw. dem Sehalthebel ist so ge-

troffen, daB der Schalter 10 nur bei eingelegten hfichsten Getriebe-

gang, dagegen der Schalter 11 nur bei eingelegtem ersten Gang gefiff—

net ist; bei den jeweils anderen Gangen sind dieee Schalter geschlos—

sen und bereiten daher einen geschlossenen.Ansteuerkreis ffir den ihnen
jeweils zugeordneten Signalgeber 4 bzw. 5 var.

Wie ohne weiteres-aus Figur 2 ersichtlich, erfolgt bei einem innerhalb

des Betriebsbereichs I (siehe Figur 1) liegenden Betniebspfinlc‘b der Ma—

echine eine Signalgabe nur durch den Signalgeber 4, dagegen bei einem

Betriebspunkt innerhalb des Betriebsbereichs II eine Signalgabe nur

durch den Signalgeber 5.

Es ist zweckmaBig, zusitzlich zu dieser Einrichtung bei einem Fahrzeug

eine Anzeige des wegbezogenen Kraftstoffverbrauchs vorzusehen. Deranti-

ge Anzeigevorrichtungen sind an sich bekannt; sie arbeiten in_der Regel

mit Ausnutzung des Saugrohrunterdrueks als MaB ffir den Kraftstoffver~

branch. Eine entsprechende Ednrichtnng zeigt beispielsweise die DE—OSV

27 31 065. In diesem Falle iet es_zw,ec]gn'a'.Big, die in Fig'lu: 2 mit 4 und 5

bezeichneten Signalgeber zu integrieren in das Instrument der ver—

brauchsanzeige, wie dies in Figur 3 angedenéefwist. Der Zeiger 3O der

Kraftstoffverbrauchsanzeige fiberstreicht im normalen Fahrbetrieb die

Skala 31, steht dagegen im Leerlaufbetrieb und bei Vollastbesehleuni-

gungen hinter der Abdeckung 32. In die Skala eingelassen ist der Pfeil

33, der einen Bestandteil eines zum Hochschalten auffordernden Signal-

gehers darstellt, der also dem Signalgeber 4 in Figur 2 entspricht.

Bei der bisherigen Beschreibung der Erfindung war ihre Anwendung bei

einem Schaltgetriebe in den Vbrdergrund gestellt warden, bei den alle

Ginge von Hand eingelegt werden. Die Erfindung ist sinngemafl jedoch auch

bei automatischen Schaltgetrieben mit Vorteil verwendbai, die beispiels-

weise mit "1" und “2" bezeichnete Stellungen ihres wahlhebels aufweisen,

in denen hahere Gange gesperrt sind. Aueh bei einem derartigen.Getriebe

kann es zweckmfiBig sein, durch Einsetz der Erfindung den Fahrer aufzu-

fordern, den Wéhlhebel in eine andere Stellung zu bringen.

03006310283
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CLAIMS 

A device for obtaining an operation of an internal combustion engine

equipped with a conventional transmission, which operation is

advantageous in terms of fuel consumption, especially the drive
machine of a vehicle,

wherein an engine—speed—dependent and a load—dependent switch (6, 8)

are situated as AND—circuit in the control circuit (2) of a signal

transmitter (4), which close the control circuit (2) only in the

presence of operating points of the engine in a predefined operating

‘range remote from"full load (I) in the output/engine speed diagram.

The device as recited in Claim 1,

wherein the AND~circuit furthermore includes a gearedependent switch

(10) which interrupts the control circuit (2) only if the highest
gear is engaged.

The device as recited in Claim 1 or 2,

wherein the operating range remote from full load (I) lies above a

predefined engine speed (Di) of approximately 20 to 50% of the

maximum engine speed in the diagram.

The device as recited in one of Claims 1 through 3,

wherein the operating range remote from full load (I) lies below the

line (b) for approximately 50 to 70 % of the maximum setting of the

output control element in the diagram.
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The device as recited in one of Claims 1 through 4,

wherein the signal transmitter (4) is a light that displays an arrow

pointing up.

The device for obtaining an operation of an internal combustion

engine equipped with a conventional transmission, which operation is

advantageous in terms of fuel consumption, especially the drive

machine of a vehicle, in particular as recited in one of Claims 1

'through 5, wherein an engine—speed—dependent switch and a load-

10.

dependent switch (6, 9) are situated as AND—circuit in the control

circuit (3) of a signal transmitter (5), which close the control

circuit (3) only in the presence of operating points of the machine

in a predefined operating range close to full load (II) in the

output/engine speed diagram, between the rising branch of the fulle

load line (a) and an adjacent line (c) for a constant position of the
output control element.

The device as recited in Claim 6,

wherein the AND—circuit furthermore includes a gear—dependent switch

(11), which interrupts the control circuitn(3) only if the first gear
is engaged.

The device as recited in Claim 6 or 7,

wherein the operating range close to full load (II) lies below a

predefined engine speed (mg) of approximately 40 to 70 % of the

maximum engine speed in the diagram.

The device as recited in one of Claims 6 through 8,

wherein the load—dependent switch (9) assigned to the operating range
Close to full load (II) is a kickdown switch.

The device as recited in one of Claims 5 through 9,

wherein the signal transmitter (5) assigned to the operating range

close to full load (II) is a light which displays an arrow pointing
down.

030033/0283
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The device as recited in one of Claims 1 through 5.and in one of

Claims 6 through 10,

wherein both control circuits (2, 3) include a shared voltage source

(1), and the engine—speed—dependent switches are embodied as change~

over switch (6).

The device as recited in Claim 11,

wherein the change—over switch (6) has three switch positions, the

switch assuming the middle position, which does not lead to any of
the control circuits (2, 3), at engine speed values that lie between

the engine speeds (uh In) delimiting the two operating ranges (I,

II) in the diagram.

The device as recited in Claim 51and/or 10,

wherein the signal transmitter(s) (33) are/is integrated into a fuel

consumption display (3i).
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The invention relates to a method according to the definition of the

species in Claims 1 and 6. In the first place, the use in a drive machine

of a motor vehicle is envisioned, but in principle, the invention may also

be used to advantage in stationary internal combustion engines that are

operated at different outputs and different engine speeds.

The fuel consumption of an internal combustion engine equipped with a

standard transmission essentially depends on the position of its operating

point in the load/engine speed diagram of the engine. Basically, two

scenarios can be distinguished in this context: The position of the

operating point of the engine in an operating range remote from full load

with an engagement of one of the lower or middle gears may actually ensure

the desired output, but it is accompanied by very high fuel consumption.

Therefore, it is useful to switch to the next higher or to the highest gear

and to thereby adjust an operating point closer to full load. In the second

case, an operating point close to full load may be present, but despite the

full throttle setting (maximum setting) of the output control element,

0300831028314, Varsuzendcr - PmL'Dn ream, Ems: Eel: - Gr. jbl. Peler Frerk - Gimlnr Harm-d! 
das Aufiid'lttralst Hum Min-Jun! - Dr. venpm. Warmer P. Emma: - Gonna; 34,5325: - Pu', Dr. rsr. pp}, Fneuriau mumée
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which means the throttle valve in carburetor engines.and the injection

controller in injection engines in the framework of the invention, the

desired output is unable to be achieved with an engagement of a higher or

the highest gear; apart from that, this operating mode of the engine is

likewise not advantageous from the aspect of consumption.

Both cases have in common that the disadvantage of high fuel consumption

due to upshifting and downshifting of the gears can be avoided without

reducing the output of the engine. However, in practice it has become

abundantly clear, for instance in the case of drivers of cars, especially

unpracticed drivers such as drivers who previously have driven cars with

automatic transmission, that there is frequently confusion about the

influence that the position of the operating point of the engine can have

on the fuel consumption, and also confusion as to when a change in gear may
be useful.

The present invention is based on the objective of providing a device that

assists the operator of the internal combustion engine equipped with a

conventional transmission, i.e., the driver of a motor vehicle, for

example, in setting an operating point of the engine that is advantageous

in terms of consumption, by way of gear shift operations. The means for

attaining the object according to the invention is characterized by the

~features of the independent claims.

An essential advantage of the invention is that the device supplies a

signal that requests a switchover and is obtained from an output/engine

speed diagram associated with the engine, so that subjective aspects, such

as the frequently incorrect ”feel" of the vehicle driver, are excluded.

The present invention is explained in detail below, using the drawing. The

figures show:

Figure 1 the output/engine speed diagram of an internal combustion

engine equipped with a conventional transmission,

030063/0283
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showing two operating ranges that are disadvantageous

from the aspect of consumption;

Figure 2 the circuit diagram of an exemplary embodiment of the

device according to the invention; and

Figure 3 an advantageous development of the signal transmitter.

As can be seen when viewing Figure l to begin with, output N of the engine

has been plotted across engine speed n. a is the curve of the output at

full load, b is a line that represents a constant setting of the output

control element, i.e., a line that represents a constant throttle valve

angle in a carburetor engine. As a measure thereof, in addition to the

throttle valve angle itself, it is also possible to use the induction

manifold vacuum. Line b which delimits a first undesired operating range I

will generally lie between roughly 50 and 70% of the maximum setting of the

output control element. c is likewise a line of a constant setting of the

output control element or a constant induction manifold vacuum; however, in

contrast to range I, it delimits an operating range II Close to full load

that is likewise undesirable. Line c could correspond to the kickdown
setting of an accelerator pedal. The operating ranges I and II are further

delimited by engine speed values n.1 or mg, the first of which usually lies

between approximately 20 to 50% of the maximum engine speed, and the second

usually lies between approximately 40 and 70% of the maximum engine speed.

The numerical values of the limits of the two operating ranges I and II are

of course dependent on the individual situation. In general, it can be said

that these two operating ranges lie in such a way that by shift operations,

it is possible to achieve operating points in the output/engine speed

diagram that are more favorable in terms of fuel consumption.

Looking initially at operating range I remote from full load, the desired

output at a lower specific fuel consumption is able to be achieved after,

03006310280
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upshifting into the next higher gear, at an operating point that lies to

the left of operating range I in the diagram of Figure 1. Accordingly, the

device of the present invention generates a signal that asks the operator,

i.e., normally the driver, to shift to a higher gear, which is indicated in

Figure l by the upward pointing arrow within operating range I.

The position of the operating point of the engine in operating range II

close to full load, i.e., to the left of engine speed n2 in Figure 1, first

of all has the basic disadvantage that the desired higher output is not

obtained despite the fact that the accelerator pedal or the output control

element is in the full throttle position, Only after shifting to the next

lower gear will the desired higher output be achieved at higher engine

speeds. Another disadvantage of the position of the operating point in

operating range II is the relatively high fuel consumption. When the

operating point lies in operating range II, the device according to the

present invention generates a signal that asks the driver to downshift,

which is indicated by the downward pointing arrow at operating range II in

Figure 1. It should be added at this point that it may be useful to assign

a pressure point to the accelerator pedal in the kickdown position (line
c).

Figure 2 shows a specific development of the device according to the

invention, which generates different signals at an especially low outlay,

depending on whether the particular operating point of the engine lies in

operating range I or in operating range II.

Voltage source 1 is shared by both signal transmitters 4 and 5 situated in

a control circuit 2 and 3, respectively. Both signal transmitters are

lights displaying an arrow that points up or down, which asks the operator

to shift up or down upon actuation of the respective signal transmitter.

The two control circuits 2 and 3 are selectively clOSed by engine—speed

dependent change-over switch 6, to which a signal that corresponds to the

030063f0233
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individual engine speed n is forwarded and which is developed in such a way

that at engine speeds that are greater than predefined engine speed n4 (see

Figure 1), its shift lever 7 pivots upwardly in Figure 2, but at engine

speeds that are smaller than predefined engine speed n2, it pivots in the
downward direction from a neutral center position, which it therefore
assumes when engine speed values between n1 and n2 are present.

The engine speed signal is obtained with the aid of known sensor systems,

which therefore need not be described in further detail here. For example,

the engine speed is able to be ascertained digitally in inductive manner

via magnetic asymmetries at the flywheel of the engine, or from the

frequency of the ignition signals in an engine having externally supplied

ignition. It is furthermore known to obtain engine speed signals from the
voltage that is output by an AC alternator of the vehicle equipped with the
engine.

Furthermore, to define the two operating ranges I and II, load—dependent

switches 8 and 9 are provided in control circuits 2 and 3 in Figure 2, the

first of which is closed only below the line denoted by b in Figure l, and

switch 9 is closed only above the line denoted by c in Figure 1. Switch 9

thus may be a kickdown switch.

Switches 6 and 8 or 6 and 9 are set up in series and consequently form an

AND—circuit in the control current circuit of one of signal transmitters 4

and 5. Since upshifting is possible only in an operation using a gear that

differs from the highest gear, it would not be useful for signal

transmitter 4 to generate a signal requesting upshifting in a case where

the highest gear is already engaged. Conversely, downshifting is possible

only if the lowest gear is not engaged. Here, too, it would be impractical
for signal transmitter 5 to generate a signal if the shift operation

reguested by the signal output would be impossible due to the gear

selection made. For this reason, each of the described AND—circuits

includes a gear—dependent switch 10 and 11, respectively.
U3ODB3I0283
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The coupling with the conventional transmission or the gear lever is

'implemented in such a way that switch 10 is open only when the highest gear

is engaged, while switch 11 is open only when first gear is engaged; the

switches are closed for the respective other gears, and thus prepare a

closed control circuit for the individual signal transmitter 4 or 5 that is

assigned to them.

As is readily apparent from Figure 2, in an operating point of the engine

that lies within operating range I (see Figure 1), a signal is given only

by signal transmitter 4, whereas in an operating point within operating

range II, a signal is given only by signal transmitter 5.

It is useful if in addition to this device, a display of the route—specific

fuel consumption is provided in a vehicle. Such display devices are known

per se; they generally utilize the induction manifold vacuum as a measure

of the fuel consumption. A.corresponding device is shown in DE-OS 27 31

065, for example. In this case, it is useful to integrate the signal

transmitters denoted by 4 and 5 in Figure 2 into the instrument of the fuel
consumption display, as sketched in Figure 3. During standard driving

operation, pointer 30 of the fuel consumption display SWeeps scale 31,

while it is hidden behind cover 32 during an idling operation or at full—

load accelerations. Incorporated in the scale is arrow 33, which

constitutes part of a signal transmitter requesting upshifting, which

therefore corresponds to signal transmitter 4 in Figure 2.

Up to this point, the use in a conventional transmission, in which all

gears are shifted manually, has been the focus in the description of the

present invention. By analogy, however, the present invention is able to be

used to advantage in automatic transmissions as well, which, for example,

feature positions denoted by "l" and "2" on their selection lever, in which

higher gears are blocked. In transmissions of this type as well, it may be

useful to employ the preSent invention in order to ask the driver to switch

the selector lever to a different position.
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[57] ABSTRACT

An anti-collision system for vehicles includes a speed
sensor for sensing the speed of the vehicle, a space
sensor for measuring the distance of the vehicle from an
object, a computer for computing a danger-of-collision
distance to the object, an alarm actuated by the com-
puter when the sensed distance of the object is equal to
or less than the danger-of-collision distance compared
by the computer, and a brake light actuated upon the
actuation of said alarm. The system also includes a con-
trol panel having parameter presetting means for preset-
ting preselected parameters concerning the vehicle, the
vehicle driver, and the environment, which are utilized
by the computer for computing the danger-of-oollision
distance to the object.
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ANTI-COLLISION SYSTENl FOR VEHICLES

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to an anti-collision sys-
tem for vehicles. The invention is especially useful for
passenger cars, taxis, trucks and buses, and is therefore
described below particularly with respect to such vehi-
cles, but the invention, or some aspects of the invention,
could also advantageously be used for other types of
vehicles, e.g., trains and aircraft.

One of the most frequent causes of vehicle accidents
is the failure of a vehicle to maintain an assured safe

distance behind another vehicle to prevent a rear end
collision should the front vehicle suddenly stop. The
assured safe distance required to prevent such a rear-
end collision depends on the reaction time of the vehicle
driver before the brake pedal is actually depressed, and
the braking distance traversed by the vehicle before it
comes to a complete stop after the braking pedal has
been depressed. Both of these factors vary according to
the surrounding circumstances at the time of driving.

In order to prevent collisions, many parameters,
which are constantly changing during the year or even
during a trip, may affect the stopping distance of the
vehicle and therefore should be taken into account.

These parameters include: the condition of the driver,
such as the driver’s reaction time; the condition of the
vehicle, such as the vehicle load, the tires pressure; and
environmental conditions, such as road type, visibility,
skidding condition.

It is very important that the computer determines the
danger-of-collision distance according to the specific
conditions existing at the time the vehicle is being oper-
ated. Thus, if the determined danger-of-collision dis-
tance is too high for the specific operating conditions,
there will be a high rate of “false alarms”; this will
reduce the credibility of the system to the driver, which
can result in a true collision condition being ignored. 0n
the other hand, if the determined danger-of-collision
distance is too low for the specific operating conditions,
this could result in failure to actuate the alarm in time

when there was truly a collision condition.
Many anti-collision systems have been proposed, but

insofar as I am aware, none has yet gained any wide-
spread use, probably because the proposed systems
have not taken into consideration the variable nature of

the many parameters which influence the reaction time
and/or the braking distance involved at any particular
time for determining the assured safe distance required
to be maintained.

An object of the present invention is to provide an
anti—collision system which is more closely responsive
to the actual driving conditions for actuating an alarm.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention, there is provided
an anti-collision system for vehicles, comprising: means
for determining the speed of the vehicle; means for
measuring the distance of the vehicle from an object; a
computer for receiving a number of parameters, includ-
ing the speed of the vehicle, and for computing from the
parameters a danger-of-collision distance to the object;
and a Collision alarm actuated by the computer when
the measured distance of the object is equal to or less
than the danger-of-collision distance computed by the
computer; characterized in that the system also includes
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a control panel having parameter presetting means for
presetting preselected parameters which are utilized by
the computer for computing the danger-of-collision
distance to the object.

According to further features in the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention described below, the system
also includes a Safety alarm actuated by the computer,
before actuating the Collision alarm, when the mea-
sured distance is equal to or less than the danger-of-col-
lision distance multiplied by a predetermined safety
factor.

According to further features in the described pre-
ferred embodiment, below, the control panel also in-
cludes distance presetting means for presetting a se-
lected fixed distance from an object, the computer being
effective to actuate the Collision alarm also when the

sensed distance to the object is equal to or less than the
fixed distance.

According to still further features in the described
preferred embodiment, the preselected parameters in-
clude: at least one vehicle parameter concerning a pre-
selected condition of the vehicle; at least one driver
parameter concerning a preselected condition of the
vehicle driver; and at least one environmean parame-
ter concerning a preselected condition of the environ-
ment. In the described preferred embodiment, the pre-
setting is effected by a plurality of depressible keys on
the control panel.

The system described below also includes a plurality
of condition sensors for sensing any one of a plurality of
selected conditions, and for automatically feeding to the
computer information with respect to the sensed condi—
tions, which information is also utilized by the com-
puter for computing the danger—of-collision distance to
the object. One of the described condition sensors in—
cludes a condition—of-driver sensor comprising a plural-
ity of depressible keys, means for displaying a random
sequence in which the latter keys are to be depressed,
and means for comparing the actual sequence in which
the keys are depressed with the displayed random se-
quence to provide a condition-of-driver parameter,
which parameter is also utilized by the computer for
enabling or disabling vehicle operation and/or for com-
puting the danger-of-collision distance to the object.

According to another feature in the described pre-
ferred embodiment, the system further includes a sealed
recording device which records all incidents in which
the computer actuates the alarms.

As will be described more particularly below, an
anti-collision system constructed in accordance with
some or all of the foregoing features enables the system
to be more closely responsive to the actual conditions at
the time of driving the vehicle, including the condition
of the vehicle, the driver, and the environment, in deter-
mining the danger-of-collision distance to avoid a rear-
end collision. Such a system is useful not only for pas-
senger vehicles, but also for other types of vehicles,
such as trucks and buses. The condition-of-driver sensor

referred to above, and also the sealed recording device,
are particularly useful in buses, trucks, trains and air-
craft, to test the condition of the driver, to assure that
the driver is in proper condition for driving the vehicle,
and/or to maintain a record which can be later checked
as to all incidents in which an alarm was actuated by the
computer.

According to a further feature, the system includes an
actuator for actuating a mechanical system of the vehi-
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cle, e.g., the brakes of a train, or steering of an aircraft,
at the time the collision alarm is actuated.

Further features and advantages of the invention will
be apparent from the description below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention is herein described, by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 diagrammatically illustrates one form of vehi-
cle equipped with an anti-collision system in accor—
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the system control
panel to be mounted in the driver’s compartment to
enable presetting various parameters and also to display
various information;

FIG. 3 illustrates another type of control panel that
may be used in the anti-collision system;

FIG. 4 illustrates examples of menu-type displays
which may be included in the control panel of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 illustrates a driving ability test device used as
a condition-of-driver sensor for sensing the condition of
the driver and/or for enabling or disabling operation of
the vehicle;

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrates the microcomputer in the
anti-collision system of FIG. 1 and all the inputs into
and the outputs therefrom;

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating one form of
electrical circuit which may be used;

FIG. 8 illustrates one example of a pattern of pulses
that may be used by the vehicle in determining its dis-
tance from an object;

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating the overall opera-
tion of the system;

FIGS. 10A—10B, together, constitute flow charts
illustrating the overall operation of the Calculation
module in the microcomputer of FIGS. 6A and 6B;

FIG. 11A—11H, together, constitute flow charts illus-
trating the operation of the deceleration alarm module
in the microcomputer of FIGS. 6A and 6B;

FIGS. 12A—12B, together, constitute flow charts
illustrating the operation of the output data module in
the microcomputer of FIGS. 6A and 6B;

FIGS. 13A—13B, together, constitute flow charts
illustrating the operation of the black box module in the
microcomputer of FIGS. 6A and 7B;

FIGS. 14A—14D, together, constitute flow charts
illustrating the operation of the driving ability test mod-
ule in the microcomputer of FIGS. 6A and 6B;

FIG. 15 illustrates another control panel which may
be used to include additional presettable parameters;
and

FIG. 16 illustrates a control panel particularly useful
with trains.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Overall System

The anti-collision system illustrated in FIGS. 1—14 is
particularly useful for motor vehicles (passengers cars,
buses, trucks) in order to actuate an alarm when the
vehicle is travelling at a distance behind another vehicle
or in front of another, which is equal to or less than a
danger-of-collision distance computed by a computer
such that if the front vehicle stops suddenly there is a
danger of a rear-end collision. For this purpose, the
system includes means for continuously determining the
speed of the vehicle; means for measuring the distance
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and computing the relative speed between it and the
other vehicle or object; presettable means for presetting
various conditions of the vehicle, vehicle driver and/or
environment; and sensors for automatically sensing
other conditions. All of these are taken into consider-

ation by the computer for determining the danger-of—
collision distance. By thus taking into consideration all
the foregoing parameters, which may vary widely
under varying driving conditions, the system is more
closely responsive to the actual conditions existing at
the time the vehicle is operated, and therefore provides
a more creditable alarm.

In the system described below, there are two alarms:
a Collision alarm, which is actuated when the vehicle is
determined to be within the danger-of-collision dis-
tance; and a Safety alarm, which is actuated before the
Collision alarm, at a distance greater than the danger-of—
collision distance by a predetermined safety factor, e.g.,
1.25. For example, if the danger-of-collision distance is
determined to be 100 feet for particular driving condi-
tions, the Safety alarm will be actuated when the vehi-
cle is within 125 feet, and if this distance continues to
decrease, the Collision alarm will be actuated when the
vehicle reaches 100 feet from the object. The Safety
alarm alerts the driver and is preferably both an inter-
rupted beep and a continuous visual indicator on the
panel; whereas the Collision alarm is preferably a con—
tinuous, higher-intensity beep and a flashing visual indi-
cator on the control panel.

The control panel also includes a distance presetting
means for presetting a selected fixed distance from an
object, so that when a constant distance alarm is made
effective the driver can maintain a fixed distance behind

another vehicle if he so desires. The computer is effec-
tive to actuate one of the alarms, e.g., the Safety alarm,
when the distance to the object is equal to or less than
the fixed distance.

Automatic sensors

FIG. 1 diagrammatically illustrates, for purposes of
example, a plurality of automatic sensors and other
electrical devices included in a vehicle equipped with
an anti-collision system constructed in accordance with
the present invention.

Thus, the vehicle, generally designated 2, is equipped
with a microcomputer 4 having a control panel 6 in-
stalled in the passenger compartment of the vehicle at a
location conveniently accessible to the driver. FIGS. 2
and 3, to be described below, illustrate two types of
control panels that may be used for this purpose.

Vehicle 2 further includes a front space sensor 8 for
sensing the space in front of the vehicle, such as the
presence of another vehicle, a corresponding rear space
sensor 10, and a pair of side sensors 11. All the space
sensors are in the form of pulse (e.g., ultrasonic) trans—
mitters and receivers, for determining the distance of
the vehicle from an object, e.g., another vehicle, at front
or rear. Space sensors may also be provided at the sides
of the vehicle. Vehicle 2 is further equipped with a
speed sensor 12 which may sense the speed of the vehi—
cle in any known manner, for example using the speed
measuring system of the vehicle itself, or a speed mea-
suring system independent of the vehicle, e.g., an accel-
eration sensor, or by calculations based on the Doppler
effect, etc.

The automatic sensors on vehicle 2 further include a

daylight sensor 14, a rain sensor 16, a vehicle load sen-
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sor 18, a trailer-hitch sensor 20, and a reverse-gear sen-
sor 22.

In addition to the foregoing sensors, the vehicle 2
illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a brake light 24 at the rear
of the vehicle controlled by a brake light actuator 26, It
also includes a start-up enable device 27 for starting the
engine of the vehicle.

The illustrated vehicle further includes a black box

shown at 28. In this black box are reported every inci-
dent in which an alarm condition was experienced by
the vehicle, including pertinent parameters with respect
to the incident, particularly time, speed of the vehicle,
and the distance from the object when the alarm was
triggered. This information may be periodically read
out of the black box and is particularly useful with
respect to taxicabs, trucks, buses, trains, vehicles trans-
porting dangerous cargo (e.g., explosives), ambulances,
fire department vehicles, etc.

Further, the vehicle includes an automatic actuator
29, e.g. for actuating the brakes in case of a train, or the
steering in case of an aircraft.

Control Panel

FIG. 2 illustrates one form of control panel 6 for
presetting various parameters into the system, for dis-
playing the status of the presettable parameters, and for
providing the alarms. The parameters are preset by
depressing selected keys in the control panel, each key
being illuminated by a light source when it is depressed
to indicate its depressed condition. Control panel 6
illustrated in FIG. 2 also includes a number of displays,
and also a driving ability testing device which will be
described more particularly below.

With respect to the presettable parameters, control
panel 6 illustrated in FIG. 2 includes a group of keys 30
for presetting the Reaction Time of the driver. Thus,
key 30a would be depressed to indicate a regular reac-
tion time, key 30b would be depressed to indicate a long
reaction time, and key 30c would be depressed to indi-
cate a very long reaction time. The reaction time would
be influenced primarily by the age of the driver, but
could also be influenced by other factors, e.g., the alert-
ness condition of the driver, etc.

Control panel 6 includes another group of presettable
keys 32 to indicate the load condition of the vehicle.
Thus, depressing key 32a indicates a partial load, key
32b indicates a full load, and key 32c indicates a trailer
is hitched to the vehicle. The foregoing presettable
parameters concerning the load condition of the vehicle
may be used in the absence of the sensors 18 and 20 for
automatically sensing the load of the vehicle and the
hitching of a trailer, respectively, as described earlier
with respect to FIG. 1.

Control panel 6 includes two keys 34 indicating the
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condition of the road with respect to the danger of 55
skidding thereon by the vehicle. Thus, key 34a would
be depressed to indicate a slippery condition of the road
and therefore a high danger of skidding, whereas key
3417 would be depressed to indicate an unslippery condi-
tion of the road (e.g., dry) and therefore a low danger of
skidding.

Two keys 36 on the control panel 6 indicate the visi-
bility condition of the road. Thus, key 36a would be
depressed where the visibility condition is high,
whereas key 36b would be depressed where it is low,
e.g., because of fog, sandstorm, snow, etc.

Three keys 38 indicate the type of road over which
the vehicle is travelling. Thus, the depression ofkey 38a
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6
indicates an asphalt road, key 38b a concrete road, and
38¢ a dirt or gravel road.

Keys 40 indicate the daylight condition while driv-
ing. Thus, if it is daytime key 40a would be depressed,
and if it is nighttime key 4013 would be depressed.

The control panel 6 includes two keys 42 to select the
mode of operation of the system. Thus, key 42a selects
the Collision Danger mode of operation, wherein the
alarm would be actuated whenever a collision danger is
present as will be described below. However, at times
the driver would like to know whether or not his vehi-

cle is within a predetermined fixed distance behind
another vehicle. In such case, the fixed distance would
be selected by keys 44, and key 42b would be depressed
to select the Constant Distance mode, whereupon the
system would actuate an alarm whenever the sensed
distance is equal to or less than the selected constant
distance. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, keys 44
enable the selection of any one of three distances,
namely 50, 100 and 150 meters, by keys 44a, 44b and
44c, respectively. It will be appreciated, however, that
other parameters and distances, and other means of
selecting such parameters and distances, could be pro-
vided in the control panel 4.

Control panel 6 further includes a front distance dis-
play 46, in which are displayed the distance to the front
vehicle (in region 460), in which direction (by arrow
46b), and whether or not there is a collision danger
(region 46c). A similar display, shown at 48 and having
regions 48a, 48b and 48c, is provided with respect to the
rear of the vehicle equipped with the system, whether a
rear collision danger exists, and the status of the rear
brake light.

The actual speed of the vehicle is shown in the speed
display 50. As indicated earlier, this speed may be taken
from the conventional speed measuring system of the
vehicle, or may be independently measured or calcu-
lated using the front space sensor, e.g., by the Doppler
effect. Control panel 6 further includes a real time clock
having a time display 52.

Control panel 6 further includes a speaker 54 for
producing an audio alarm in the event of a collision
danger, in addition to the visually-indicated alarms of
sections 46c and 48c of the displays 46 and 48. A key 56
on the control panel enables presetting the volume of
the audible alarm.

Control panel 4 further includes a driving ability test
device, generally designated 60, which enables the
alertness condition of the driver to be tested. This de-

vice includes a line of depressible keys 61 and a display
62 controlled by the microcomputer 4 for randomly
displaying sequences in which keys 61 are-to be de-
pressed. In the example illustrated in FIG. 4, display 62
indicates that keys 61 are to be depressed in a forward
sequence (left to right) eight times, then depressed in the
reverse sequence (right to left) another eight times, and
then to be depressed in the forward sequence a further
eight times. When the driving ability test is to be con-
ducted, a Start/Stop key 63 is depressed whereupon a
timer is started. When the driver completes the test, he
again depresses key 63. The time is measured between
the two depressions of key 63 thereby providing an
indication of the time required by the driver to depress
the keys according to the required sequences.

This time is a measure of the “alertness” of the driver.

It may thereby be used to provide a parameter of the
driver condition and inputted into the microcomputer 4.
In the illustrated system, however, depressing the dis-
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played sequences of the keys in the right order within a
predetermined time period is a condition required to be
met before the vehicle can be started, as will be de-
scribed more particularly below with respect to the
flow chart of FIG. 14. Failure to meet the condition is 5

indicated by display 65, and passing the condition is
indicated by display 64. If one attempt fails, another
attempt may be made by depressing Reset key 66. Such
a driving ability test device is particularly useful with
respect to trucks, buses, vehicles carrying dangerous 10
cargoes, aircraft, and trains, to make sure that the driver
is fit to operate the vehicle before enabling the vehicle
for operation.

FIG. 3 illustrates an alternative type of control panel,
therein designated 70, which may be used instead of the 15
control panel 6 illustrated in FIG. 2. Control panel 70 is
of the “menu ” type, in which a menu display 71 dis-
plays the various categories of information or Options
that may be selected or preset into the computer or
displayed in the control panel. The menu display 71 is 20
controlled by a Select key 72 which advances the dis-
play each time the key is depressed (or continuously
until the key is permitted to return), and an Enter key 73
which enters the selection shown in the display 71 at the
time that key is depressed. In this panel, the status of the 25
driving conditions is displayed whenever selections or
other displays are not made or shown.

FIG. 4 illustrates the examples of various types of
menus which may be shown in the menu display 71.
Thus, one display is the Main Menu as shown at 75, 30
which lists the various modes of display that may be
selected, namely the following: a Status display, as
shown at 71 in FIG. 3; an Alarm Mode Selection dis-
play, as shown at 760 (FIG. 4), which enables the selec-
tion of the desired Alarm mode, namely Collision Dan- 35
ger, or Constant Distance; and if Constant Distance is
selected, display 76b enables the selection of the dis-
tance; a Parameters Input mode 770, which enables
selection of the parameters input, each category of
which includes a further display and enables the selec- 40
tion of one item within the respective category, as
shown by the Reaction Time display 77b; and a Black
Box alarm display 78, which displays the printed data
stored within the black box 28.

By thus utilizing a menu display as shown in FIGS. 3 45
and 4, it will be appreciated that a large number of
operational modes may be provided, a large number of
parameters may be preset with each parameter divided
into a large number of classifications, and a large num—
ber of displays may be made, in a relatively compact 50
control panel, as compared to the control panel 6 illus—
trated in FIG. 2.

The control panel 70 illustrated in FIG. 3 includes the
other displays and devices shown in FIG. 2, and there-
fore have been identified by the same reference numbers 55
to facilitate understanding.

FIG. 5 illustrates a more complicated driving ability
test device that may be included in the control panel, or
in a separate control panel.

Thus, the driving ability testing device 80 illustrated 60
in FIG. 5 includes, instead of a single line of keys (keys
61 in FIGS. 2 and 3), a matrix of keys 81 arranged in a
plurality of horizontal rows and vertical columns. De-
vice 80 further includes a horizontal display 82 and a
vertical display 83. The horizontal display 82 displays, 65
for each vertical column, the random sequences and
directions in which the keys are to be depressed and the
random number of times such keys are to be sequen-
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tially depressed. The vertical display 83 also displays
the random sequence, and a number of times, the keys in
each of the three horizontal rows are to be depressed. A
further display 84 indicates whether the sequencing of
the vertical columns or the horizontal rows is to be

effected first (F) or last (L).
Thus, in the example illustrated in FIG. 5, display 84

indicates that the random display 82:: is to be first exe-
cuted, and then the random display 83 is to be executed.
Random display 82 indicates that the first vertical col-
umn of keys are to be depressed consecutively in two
sequences starting from the bottom, the middle column
of keys are to be depressed in one sequence, starting
from the top; and the rightmost column of keys are to be
depressed consecutively in three sequences starting
from the bottom. Display 83 indicates that the first
horizontal line of keys are to be depressed once from
right to left, the second horizontal line of keys are to be
depressed three times, from left to right, and the third
horizontal line of keys are to be depressed twice, from
right to left.

The driving ability testing device 80 illustrated in
FIG. 5 includes the other keys of device 60 shown in
FIG. 2, namely keys 85, 86, 87 and 88, corresponding to
keys 63, 64, 65 and 66, reSpectively, in the device of
FIG. 2.

The Microcomputer

FIGS. 60, 6b, are a block diagram illustrating the
microcomputer 4 and its inputs and outputs described
earlier which enable it to continuously monitor the
operation of the vehicle and to actuate first a Safety
alarm, and then a Collision alarm whenever the vehicle
may enter a danger-of-colljsion situation according to
the various preset parameters and automatic parameters
introduced into the computer.

The microcomputer 4 as illustrated in FIGS. 6a, 6b is
divided into various functional modules, as follows: a
calculation module 90, which receives data concerning
the various parameters briefly described above and as
will be described more particularly below to enable it to
make the necessary computations for actuating the
Safety alarm and the Collision alarm; a real time clock
91 which keeps track of time in a real time manner; a
switches/sensors output data module 92 which controls
the various displays on the control panel; a deceleration
alarm module 93, which controls the Safety alarm and
Collision alarm on the control panel, the brake light
actuator 26 and (e.g., in the case of a train) the vehicle
brakes automatically; a black box module 94, which
controls the information recorded into and read out of
the black box 28; and a driving ability test module 95,
involved in the driving ability test 60 in the control
panel of FIG. 2, or 80 in the control panel of FIG. 5.
The operation of each of these modules (except the
clock 91) is described more particularly below with
reference to the flow charts of FIGS. 9—14.

Thus, module 90 receives inputs from the front space
sensor 8, the rear space sensor 10, and the vehicle speed
sensor 12. Module 90 also receives inputs from the sen-
sors in case there is no depressible key, e.g., the daylight
sensor 14, the trailer sensor 2!], the reverse gear sensor
22, the rain sensor 16, and the vehicle load sensor 18.

With respect to the preset parameters, the module 90
receives as inputs the reaction time as preselected by
keys 30, the vehicle load condition as preset by keys 32,
the skidding danger condition of the road as preset by
keys 34, the visibility condition as preset by keys 36, the
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road-type condition as preset by keys 38, the daylight
condition as preset by keys 40, as preset by key 32c.

Computer module 90 also receives an input from the
mode selector 42 and the constant distance selector 44,
to indicate whether the system is to operate according
to the Collision Danger mode as preselected by key 420
to actuate the Safety alarm or Collision alarm whenever
the vehicle approaches or is within the computed dan-
ger-of-collision distance, or the Constant Distance
mode as selected by depression of key 42b. In the latter
case, the alarm would be actuated whenever the vehicle
is within a fixed distance as preset by depressing keys
44.

Computer module 90 also receives an input from the
driving ability testing device 60 of FIG. 2 (or 80 of FIG.
5), which introduces the driver alertness condition as a
parameter in the computation to be made by the com-
puter, and/or as a condition to enable the vehicle for
operation.

Computer module 90 also includes information about
the vehicle braking distances as a function of speed.
This is preferably in the form of a look-up table, for
example, provided by the manufacturer for predeter-
mined defined conditions concerning road type, skid-
ding danger, vehicle load and tires pressure, and is
stored in a ROM (read-only memory) of the microcom-
puter so that it can be changed periodically if necessary.

Computer module 90 also includes information con-
cerning specific days during the year, or specific hours
during the day, which are defined as dangerous driving
days or hours. Examples of the latter include Saturday
nights, Christmas Eve, New Year’s Eve, dusk hours,
etc., statistically known as dangerous driving times.
This information could be introduced into the calcula-

tions by the computer in one of the safety factors or
coefficients used by the computer in its calculations.

Computer module 92 controls the various displays,
including the clock display 52, the distance display 46,
48, the speed display 50 and other displays such as the
key displays, namely the indicator lights which illumi-
nate each of the keys (30, etc.) on the control panel
whenever the key is depressed, as described earlier.

The deceleration alarm module 93 controls the Safety
and Collision alarms. As indicated earlier, the Safety
alarm is first actuated to alert the driver that the vehicle

is approaching the danger-of-collision distance from an
object, or another rear vehicle is approaching the dan-
ger—of—collision distance. This alarm may be in the form
of an Interrupted Audio alarm from speaker 54 and 3
Continuous Visual alarm from the collision danger dis-
play 46c or 48c. The Collision alarm, which is actuated
when the vehicle is within the danger-of-collision dis-
tance, may be in the form of an Continuous, Higher-
Intensity Audio alarm from speaker 54, and a Flashing
Visual alarm from display reg-ion 46c or 48c.

The deceleration alarm module 93 further controls

the brake light actuator 26 to alert drivers that may be
trailing the vehicle involved, and also a brake light
actuator display, shown at 26a in FIG. 6, to indicate this
to the driver of the vehicle equipped with the safety
system.

In some vehicles, such as a train or aircraft, the de-
scribed system may also be provided with an actuator
for automatically effecting a control of the vehicle, e.g.,
for automatically actuating the brakes in a train, or a
steering control in an aircraft, in response to a danger-
of-collision condition. This is schematically indicated
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by block 96 in FIG. 6 as controlled by the deceleration
alarm module 93.

The black box module 94 controls various displays,
generally indicated by block 97 in FIG. 6b, carried by
the black box itself to read out the information recorded

in the black box concerning alarm incidents which oc-
curred, including the time, speed of the vehicle, and
distance from he object, for each alarm incident.

The driving ability test module 95 controls a start—up
enable device, generally designed 98, which enables the
vehicle to be operated only when the test has been
satisfactorily passed, and a display, such as display 64 in
FIG. 2, indicating that the driver has satisfactorily
passed the test and therefore the vehicle is enabled for
operation.

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of the microcomputer 4
and the other components of the electrical system. The
microprocessor is indicated by block 100, its power
supply by block 102, and its watchdog circuit by block
104. It includes a transmitter 106 and a receiver 108 for

transmitting and receiving the pulses (e.g., RF, ultra-
sound, laser, IR, etc.) in the front space sensor 8 and the
rear space sensor 10 for measuring the distance of the
vehicle from objects in front of, and to the rear, of the
vehicle, respectively. The microprocessor 100 includes
inputs from all the automatic sensors, and from the
presettable keys on the control panel, as described
above. For purposes of example, only one of the sen-
sors, indicated schematically at 110, and only one of the
presettable keys indicated schematically at 111, are
shown as inputs into the microprocessor. Since the
circuit illustrated in FIG. 7 is well known and commer-

cially available, further details of its structure and mode
of operation are not set forth herein.

Distance Determination

As indicated earlier, the distance of the vehicle from
an object is determined by the front space sensor 8 with
respect to objects in front of the vehicle, and by the rear
space sensor 10 with respect to objects at the rear of the
vehicle. Each of these space sensors may be of known
construction, including a transmitter as indicated at 106
in FIG. 7, and a receiver as indicated at 108. Thus,
pulses are continuously transmitted by each transmitter,
and the echoes from the objects in front of or to the rear
of the vehicle are received by the respective receiver.
The computer then measures the round-trip time from
the pulse transmission to the echo reception in order to
determine the distance of the vehicle from the object.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of the pattern of pulses
transmitted by the transmitters. Each pulse is identified
by a twelve-bit code. As shown in FIG. 8, the first eight
bits do not change and identify the vehicle transmitting
the pulses, whereas the next four hits change with each
transmission and thereby identify the pulse then being
transmitted, such that the computer can compare the
return pulse with the transmitted pulse and thereby
determine the round—trip time of the respective pulse.
The receiver is “opened” to receive echoes for a prede-
termined “window time” so as to eliminate echoes from

distances which are defined as too long.

OPERATION

General

The operation of the described anti-collision system is
illustrated in the flow charts of FIGS. 9—14. The abbre-
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viations included in the flow chart are identified by the
following table:
 TABLE

AS Approach speed
A Maximum permissible time for performing driving

ability test
AL Alarm
ALSF Alarm stopping front counter
ALSR Alarm stopping rear counter
ALCF Alarm collision front counter
ALCR Alarm collision rear counter
ALFA Alarm stopping front accumulator
ALRA Alarm stopping rear accumulator
AM Alarm mode
BD(AS) Braking distance as a function of approaching speed
BF Braking factor
CL Carload or vehicle load
CD Collision distance
CDM “Constant Distance” mode distance
CSF Collision safety factor
DI. Daylight/darkness
DD Driving duration
DDHF Dangerous driving hours factor
FADR Front alarms to driving duration ratio
I Counter
ICD Constant Distance Alarm Counter
M Maximum permissible time for checking collision

danger existance in front when at rear there was no
danger last time checked.

MD Measured distance
RMD Rear MD (measured distance)
RADR Rear alarms to driving duration ratio
RV Reverse gear (RV = ‘1’ when reverse)
RT Reaction time
RF Rmction factor
RP Road type
RRT Rear RT (e.g., RRT=RT+3 Standard deviations)
RRF Rear RF (RRF :1)
RED Rear BD
RCL Rear CL
RBF Rear BF (REF :1)
RST Rear ST (RST 21)
RSF Rear SF (RSF él)
Rx Receiving echo
RSD Rear stopping distance
RCSF Rear CSF
SD Stopping distance
SO Sensors output
SK Skidding danger
ST Stopping factor
SF Safety factor
T Time
TFA Total front stopping alarms
TRA Total rear stopping alarms
TO Time over (for the receiver “window—time")
Tx Transmission command
m Time of Rx
T'Tx Time of T):
V Vehicle speed
VC Visibility conditions
X Trip number 

As shown in the foregoing table, many factors are to
be included in making the various computations. These
factors may be determined for each case in order to
make the appropriate computation for actuating the
collision alarm, and before it the safety alarm, as close as
possible to the actual conditions at the time of driving,
including the driver conditions, vehicle conditions, and
the environmental conditions as described above. The
ALSF and ALSR counters, the ALCF and ALCR
counters, and the ALFA and ALRA accumulators in
the above table, and referred to in the flow charts be-
low, would be provided in the black box 28 which
records all the incidents in which the safety alarm and
collision alarm were actuated, including the time, vehi-
cle speed and vehicle distance for each alarm incident.
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Overall Operation

The overall operation is illustrated in the flow chart
of FIG. 9. Thus, after the system is reset (block 120), all
the parameters are initialized (block 122), and the pulse
transmitters in the front and rear space sensors 8 and 10
are incremented one pulse count (block 124), by incre-
menting the last four bits of the twelve-bit pulse, as
described above with respect to FIG. 8. The pulse is
then transmitted (block 12,5), and the time is measured
until its echo is received within a limited duration

(blocks 128, 130). This time is used for calculating the
approach speed of the vehicle with respect to an object
(block 132). The vehicle speed is then determined, e.g.,
as read from a speed sensor on the vehicle" or as deter-
mined independently, e.g., by the Doppler effect (block
134). All the parameters as preset by the presettable
keys on the control panel 6, as well as the outputs from
the various sensors as illustrated in FIG. 1, are then read
(block 136), and the computer then determines whether
there is a collision danger, i.e., whether the measured
distance is within the collision-ofdanger distance
(block 138). If so, it actuates the alarms; and if not, it
returns to increment and transmit the next pulse (blocks
140 and 142),

Operation of the Calculation Module 90

As indicated earlier, the illustrated system includes
two alarms, namely a Collision alarm which is actuated
whenever the measured distance of the vehicle from an

object is within the danger-of—collision distance as com-
puted by the computer; but before that alarm is actu-
ated, a Safety alarm is first actuated to alert the driver
that the vehicle is approaching the above collision
alarm distance. For example, the safety alarm may be
actuated when the vehicle is determined to be within a

distance which is increased by 25% as compared to the
collision distance, in which case the collision distance is
multiplied by a safety factor of 1.25 to determine the
distance for energizing the safety alarm.

The foregoing is more clearly illustrated in the flow
chart of FIGS. 10a, 10b which illustrates the operation
of the calculation module 90.

Thus, the system is first initialized as shown by block
150, and then the various factors concerning the reac—
tion, braking and stopping distances, and other parame-
ters (representing the rear vehicle and driver parame-
ters), that are not presettable from the keyboard, and are
read into the computer as indicated by block 152. The
driving date and hour are then read (block 154), and a
determination is made whether that time is a dangerous
time (e.g., a high-accident rate time, block 156). If so,
safety factors (SF and RSF) are introduced to compen-
sate for this danger time (block 158), before the reaction
time (RT), as well as the other presettable parameters,
including approach speed, braking distance as a func-
tion of approach speed, etc., as shown in box 160, are
introduced.

The system then makes the computations illustrated
(as an example) in block 162 to determine the stopping
distance SD, which is equal to the reaction distance plus
the braking distance multiplied by a stopping factor ST
and a safety factor SF. In the illustrated example, the
stopping distance is the sum of the reaction distance and
the braking distance. The reaction distance is the prod-
uct of the reaction time, visibility condition, daylight
condition, reaction factor and speed; and the braking
distance is the product of the braking distance (as sup-
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plied by the manufacturer), road type, skidding danger,
vehicle load and braking factor. The stopping distance
(SD) includes further safety factors, and determines
when the safety alarm will be actuated to first alert the
driver of an approaching collision danger.

A determination is also made of the collision distance

CD which is equal to the stopping distance SD divided
by the collision safety factor CSF, e.g., 1.25 in the exam-
ple illustrated above, such that should the distance be-
tween the vehicle and the object come within the colli-
sion distance CD, the collision alarm is then actuated.

The foregoing calculations of stopping distance SD
and collision distance CD with respect to objects at the
front of the vehicle are also made with respect to ob-
jects at the rear of the vehicle, these calculations being
RSD and RCD, respectively, also shown in block 162.

Whenever the distance between the vehicle and an

object to the front of the vehicle or to the rear of the
vehicle comes within the stopping distance SD and the
collision distance CD, the system operates according to
the deceleration alarm module 93, as indicated by block
164.

Operation of Deceleration Alarm Module 93

The function of this module is to actuate the safety
alarm or collision alarm, and also the brake light, at the
proper time, and also to record the events within the
black box 128. The operation of this module is more
particularly illustrated in FIG.11a—11h.

After the system initializes (block 200), it checks to
see whether the Alarm mode or the Constant Distance

mode has been preset (block 202). If the Constant Dis-
tance mode has been preset, it continuously checks to
determine whether the measured distance is less than

the preset constant distance, and if so, it actuates the
alarm (blocks 203—207); at the same time, it also incre-
ments the constant distance alarm counter (block 206) in
the black box 28.

If the system is in the Collision Danger mode, it con-
tinuously compares the measured distance with the
computed stopping distance, and whenever the mea-
sured distance is equal to or less than the computed
stopping distance, it actuates the alarm; at the same
time, it increments an alarm counter (ALSF) and also
records the time, distance and speed in the black box
(blocks 208—211).

The above operations are repeated with respect to the
rear measured distance (blocks 212-217). During these
operations, the system also checks to determine
whether the vehicle is driving in reverse, and if so, the
reverse stopping distance (RSD) is considered to be the
stopping distance (SD), as shown by blocks 213, 214.

This information is also recorded in the black box

(block 217). During this operation, the system also
checks to see whether there was a problem with the
front (block 218); if not, it repeats the foregoing opera-
tions (starting with block 208). If, however, there was a
problem at the front, the system compares the measured
distance with the collision distance (blocks 219, 220). If
there is a collision danger, the Collision alarm is actu-
ated (block 221); at the same time, the Collision alarm
counter in the black box is incremented (block 222), and
the time, distance and speed of the vehicle are recorded
in the black box (block 223). If the system is included in
an anti-collision system for trains, then the actuation of
the collision alarm would also be accompanied by the
actuation of the braking system of the train (block 221).
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Where the measured distance was greater than the
collision distance, the system monitors the measured
distance now with the stopping distance and if it is
greater than the stopping distance, the value in counter
ALSF is accumulated in accumulator ALFA, and then
the counter is reset to zero (blocks 224-227). The sys-
tem then returns to the beginning of the loop, point C.

Whenever the measured distance is equal to or less
than the stopping distance (block 225), the system incre-
ments the alarm stopping front counter (block 228),
records the time, distance and speed in the black box,
and also actuates the safety alarm (block 229).

The system also checks to see whether there had been
a problem with the rear the last time this had been
checked; if so (i.e., ALSR not equal to zero), the system
proceeds to point B. As will be described more particu-
larly below, point B checks to determine whether there
is a rear collision danger.

Ifthere had not been a problem with the rear the last
time it was checked, and the last time it was checked is
less than a predetermined maximum time (blocks
231,232), the system again checks to determine whether
there is a collision danger in the front (point D); but if
the maximum time was exceeded, it then returns to the

beginning of the loop (point C).
When it was determined that there is a problem with

the stopping distance which actuated the Safety alarm
(block 215) or that there was a problem with the stop-
ping distance at the rear (block 230), the system checks
whether there is a Collision danger at the rear (block
233). If the vehicle is being driven in reverse (block 234)
it considers the computed rear collision distance to be
the same as the front collision distance (block 235), and
then checks to determine whether the measured rear

distance is equal to or less than the computed rear colli-
sion distance (block 236). If there is a danger of collision
(block 237), the Collision alarm is actuated, etc. (as
described above with respect to point F).

If there is no danger of a rear collision, a check is
again made to determine whether the vehicle is in re-
verse, and if so, the computed Rear stopping distance is
considered to be the same as the front stopping distance
(blocks 239, 240). The system then checks to determine
whether the rear measured distance is equal to or less
than the computed rear stopping distance (block 241). If
the rear measured distance is greater than the computed
rear stopping distance (block 241), the value in counter
ALSR is introduced into accumulator ALRA, counter
ALSR is reset to zero, and the system then returns to
the beginning of the loop, point C.

If, however, the rear measured distance is equal to or
less than the computed stopping distance, the Safety
alarm and the brake light are actuated, and the same
operations are repeated with respect to the information
stored in the black box as described above (blocks
242-244). The system then checks to determine whether
there had not been a previous problem with the front
stopping distance, and whether the last check had been
within a previous time interval. If so, it returns to check
the collision danger from the rear; but if not, it returns
to the beginning of the loop at point C, or continues to
check the front collision danger (point D) if there was a
problem at the front (i.e., ALSF is not equal to “0”).

Operation of the Switches/Sensors Module 92

FIGS. 12a, 12b, are a flow chart illustrating the oper-
ation of the switches/sensors output data module 92.
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During this operation, the system first reads the pre-
settable parameters according to the settings of the
reaction time key 30 (block 300), the carload-trailer key
32 (block 302), the skidding danger key 324 (block 304),
the visibility condition key 36 (block 306), the road type
key 38 (block 308), the daylight key 40 (block 310), the
Alarm mode key 42 (block 312), and the constant dis-
tance key 44 (block 314). The system also reads the
position of the reverse gear sensor output schematically
shown at 22 in FIG. 1 (block 316), reads or calculates
the car speed (block 318), reads the front and rear car
distances (block 320), and reads the clock time (block
322). The foregoing parameters are displayed by actuat-
ing the clock display 52, the distance displays 46, 48, the
speed display 50, and the key display 30, etc. (block
324). If no change is made in these settings, the system
continues to read or calculate the car speed, etc., until a
change occurs, at which time the system begins the loop
at point A.

Operation of the Black Box Module 94

As indicated earlier, the black box (28, FIG. 1) main-
tains a record of all incidents during which the safety
alarm and collision alarm were actuated, recording the
time, speed and relative distance between the vehicle
and object for each such occurrence. This record is
accumulated within the black box and may be read out
at any desired time, e.g., by operators of taxicabs, buses,
trucks, trains or aircraft, to provide a record of what
occurred during the vehicle trip. This information can
be recorded for a predetermined number of trips.

The flow chart of FIGS. 13a, 131) more particularly
illustrates the operation of the black box module 94,
wherein it will be seen that a record is made with the

driving duration at all times in which the vehicle is
moving during the current trip (block 350), during
which the various accumulators (ALFA and ALRA),
and counters (ALSF and ALSR) are recorded (block
352) and accumulated (block 354). These are used to
calculate the total number of front stopping alarms and
the ratio thereof to the driving duration, and may be
displayed at any time when requested (e.g., by using the
blackbox alarm data menu 78 illustrated in FIG. 4,
blocks 356, 358 and 360). In the same way, the total
collision alarms may be calculated and the ratio thereof
to the driving duration.

In the case of trains or aircraft where the vehicle itself

was automatically controlled, e.g., automatic actuation
of the brakes in a train, this is also displayed (block 362
).

Operation of Driving Ability Test Module 95

FIG. 2 illustrates one form of driving ability test, at
60, and FIG. 5 illustrates a more complicated driving
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the driver to operate the vehicle. The result of this test
may be used as one of the parameters indicating the
condition of a driver to be used in calculating the colli-
sion distance before either the collision alarm or the

safety alarm is actuated. The results of this test may also
be used to disable the operation of the vehicle unless
and until the driver has successfully passed the test. The
latter operation is more particularly illustrated in the
flow chart of FIGS. 14a—14d.

Thus, as shown in FIG. 14a, a counter I, which accu-
mulates the number of attempts by the driver to pass the
test, is first initialized (block 370), and then a predeter-
mined number A, representing the maximum permissi-
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ble time to perform the test, is read (block 371). With
respect to the more complicated device illustrated in
FIG. 5, the random values in the horizontal display 82,
vertical display 83, and first/last (F/L) display 84, are
then read into the system (block 373); these set forth the
sequences and directions in which keys 81 are to be
depressed and the number of times in each sequence
they are to be depressed.

The driver then depresses the Start/Stop key 85, and
then executes the test depressing the keys 81 according
to the random displays 82, 83 and 84, and as soon as this
has been completed, the Start/Stop key 85 is again
depressed. These operations are indicated by blocks
374—381 in FIG. 14. Following this, a determination is
made whether the keys were depressed in the right
order and in the correct number of times as displayed
(block 382), and within the maximum permissible time
allowed (blocks 383, 384). If so, the test was satisfacto—
rily passed, and the operation of the vehicle is enabled
(blocks 385 and 386).

On the other hand, if the test was not satisfactorily
passed, either because the keys were not properly de-
pressed or the specified time limit was exceeded, the
FAIL display 88 is energized. The system permits the
operator to make another attempt by depressing the
reset key 86 provided the maximum number of attempts
had not been exceeded, e.g., ten attempts (blocks
388—393). If the driver failed the test a prescribed num-
ber of times, the vehicle is disabled for a prescribed
period (e.g., thirty minutes) before the driver can again
attempt to pass the test.

Some Variations

FIGS. 15 and 16 illustrate two further variations that

may be made in the control panel.
FIG. 15 illustrates a control panel which is the same

as in FIG. 2, except for the following changes.
One change is that three further parameters may be

preset into the system, to be taken into consideration in
computing the collision distance and safety distance.
Thus, in addition to the other presettable parameters as
illustrated in FIG. 2, the control panel shown in FIG. 15
includes an additional group of keys 400 for presetting
the tire pressure (which parameter could also be auto-
matically sensed by a sensor), keys 402 for presetting
the road condition, and keys 404 for presetting whether
the vehicle is being driven in an urban area or on a high
speed highway (e.g., a freeway or toll road).

Another change included in the control panel illus-
trated in FIG. 15 is that it includes a depressible key 405
marked DTAD, standing for Dense Traffic Alarm Dis-
able. Thus, this key may be depressed by the driver
when driving in a dense area and, if depressed, would be
effective to disable the alarm whenever the distance to

another object is less than a predetermined minimum
distance, or whenever the speed of the vehicle is less
than a predetermined minimum speed, or whenever the
product of the above two factors is less than a predeter-
mined minimum value.

The control panel illustrated in FIG. 16 is particu—
larly useful for trains, since it also includes a set of keys
410 indicating many different load levels, e.g., corre~
sponding to the number of cars in the train.

In all other respects, the control panels illustrated in
FIGS. 15 and 16 may be substantially the same as de—
scribed above.

While the invention has been described with respect
to several preferred embodiments, it will be appreciated
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that these are set forth merely for purposes of example,
and that the invention, or various aspects of the inven—
tion, may be advantageously used with other modifica-
tions or in other applications.

What is claimed is:

1. An anti-collision system for moving vehicles, com-
prising:

means for determining the speed of a moving vehicle;
means for measuring the distance of the moving vehi-

cle from an object;
a computer for receiving a number of parameters,

including the speed of the vehicle, and for comput-
ing from said parameters a danger-of-collision dis—
tance to said object;

and a collision alarm actuated by said computer when
the measured distance of said object is equal to or
less than said danger-of-collision distance com-
puted by the computer;

characterized in that said system also includes a con-
trol panel having parameter presetting means for
presetting preselected parameters which are uti-
lized by said computer for computing said danger-
of-collision distance to said object;

said preselected parameters including at least one
vehicle parameter concerning a preselected condi-
tion of the vehicle, and at least one environmental
parameter concerning a preselected condition of
the environment.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the sys-
tem also includes a safety alarm actuated by said com—
puter, before actuating said collision alarm, when said
measured distance is equal to or less than said danger-
of-collision distance multiplied by a predetermined
safety factor.

3. The system according to claim 2, wherein said
control panel also includes distance presetting means
for presetting a selected fixed distance from said object,
said computer being effective to actuate one of said
alarms when the distance to said object is equal to or
less than said fixed distance.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
preselected parameters further include:

at least one driver parameter concerning a prese-
lected condition of the vehicle driver.

5. The system according to claim 4, wherein said
driver parameter includes a selected one of a plurality
of relative reaction times of the vehicle driver.

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
vehicle parameter includes a selected one of a plurality
of relative load conditions of the vehicle.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
environmental parameter includes a selected parameter
indicative of the danger of the road to skidding.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
environmental parameter includes a selected parameter
indicative of the visibility condition at the time of driv-
mg.

9. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
environmental parameter includes a selected parameter
indicative of the type of road over which the vehicle is
travelling.

10. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
environmental parameter includes a selected parameter
indicative of whether or not it is daylight at the time of
driving.

11. The system according to claims 1, wherein said
presetting means includes a plurality of depressible keys
on said control panel.
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12. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
vehicle includes a brake light indicator which is auto-
matically actuated when said collision alarm is actuated.

13. The system according to claim 2, wherein said
vehicle includes a brake light indicator which is auto-
matically actuated when said safety alarm is actuated.

14. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
control panel includes presettable means for disabling
said collision alarm when said measure distance, said
determined speed, or the product of said measured dis-
tance and said determined speed is less than a predeter-
mined minimum.

15. The system according to claim 1, further includ-
ing a plurality of condition sensors for sensing any one
of a plurality of, said selected conditions, and for auto-
matically feeding to said computer information with
respect to said sensed conditions, said information also
being utilized by the computer for computing said dan-
ger-of-collision distance to said object.

16. The system according to claim 15, wherein said
condition sensors include a condition-of-driver sensor,
comprising: '

a plurality of depressible keys including a start key
and further keys;

means effective upon depressing the start key for
displaying a random sequence in which said further
keys are to be depressed;

and means for comparing the actual sequence in
which said further keys are depressed with said
displayed random sequence to provide a condition-
of-driver parameter, which said condition-of-
driver parameter is also utilized by the computer
for enabling or disabling vehicle operation or for
computing said danger-of-collision distance to said
object.

17. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
system further includes a sealed recording device which
records all incidents in which said computer actuated
said alarm including the time, speed and relative dis-
tance between the vehicle and said object for each inci-
dent.

18. The system according to claim 1, wherein said
system further includes an actuator for automatically
actuating a mechanical system of the vehicle at the time
said collision alarm is actuated.

19. An anti-collision system for moving vehicles,
comprising:

means for determining the speed of a moving vehicle;
means for measuring the distance of the moving vehi-

cle from an object;
a computer for receiving a number of parameters,

including the speed of the vehicle, and for comput—
ing from said parameters a danger-of-collision dis—
tance to said object;

and a collision alarm actuated by said computer when
the measured distance of said object is equal to or
less than said danger-of-collision distance com—
puted by the computer;

characterized in that said system also includes a con-
trol panel having parameter presetting means for
presetting preselected parameters which are uti-
lized by said computer for computing said danger-
of-collision distance to said object;

said preselected parameters including at least one
vehicle parameter concerning the load carried by
the vehicle, and at least one driver parameter con-
cerning a preselected condition of the vehicle
driver.
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20. An anti-collision system for moving vehicles,
comprising:

means for determining the speed of a moving vehicle;
means for measuring the distance of the moving vehi-

cle from an object;
a computer for receiving a number of parameters,

including the speed of the vehicle, and for comput‘
ing from said parameters a danger-of-collision dis-
tance to said object;

and a collision alarm actuated by said computer when
the measured distance of said object is equal to or
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less than said danger—of—collision distance com-
puted by the computer;

characterized in that said system also includes a con-
trol panel having parameter presetting means for
presetting preselected parameters which are uti—
lized by said computer for computing said danger-
of-collision distance to said object;

said preselected parameters including at least one
driver parameter concerning a preselected condi-
tion of the vehicle driver, and at least one environ-
mental parameter concerning a preselected condi-
tion of the environment.I! it it it SI
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[57] ABSTRACT

A control system which controls the number of fuel-
injected cylinders is used with an electronic type of
automatic transmission system and includes compensat-
ing means or an engine operating parameter changing
unit for changing a parameter fed to the transmission
system to properly operate the same, thus increasing
fuel economy or reducing fuel consumption.
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FUEL INJECTION CONTROL SYSTEM FOR AN
INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE OF A

VEHICLE

This invention relates in general to a fuel injection
control system for an internal combustion engine of a
vehicle, and particularly to a fuel injection control sys-
tem controlling the number of cylinders to which fuel is
injected, and more particularly to such a fuel injection 10
control system for use with a conventional electronic
type of automatic transmission system.

Certain electronic types of automatic transmission
systems have been proposed which are disclosed for
example in US. Pat. Nos. 2,995,949 and 3,052,134. 15
However, when these conventional automatic transmis-
sion systems are employed together with a fuel injection
control system for controlling the number of cylinders
to which fuel is injected, the following disadvantage
can be pointed out. That is, when employing such a fuel 20
injection control system, the number of the cylinders to
which fuel is injected is determined such that manifold
absolute pressure becomes generally within the range
from 100 to 150 mmHg in order to attain fuel economy
or decrease fuel consumption. Therefore, the opening 25
degree of a throttle is adjusted to maintain the above
described manifold absolute pressure. On the other
hand, the shifting of gear ratios in the automatic trans-
mission system is determined depending upon vehicle
velocity and also a suitable engine operating parameter. 30
However, when the fuel injection control system is
employed together with the automatic transmission
system, the opening degree of the throttle or the mani-
fold absolute pressure is used as the engine operating
parameter. In this instance, however, the opening de- 35
gree of the throttle or the manifold absolute pressure is
not preferable because it is no longer a proper parame-
ter for controlling the shifting of gear ratios. This is
because the opening degree of the throttle is always
controlled to maintain the manifold absolute pressure 40
within the above described range. Therefore, if the
opening degree of the throttle or the manifold absolute
pressure is used as a parameter without any compensa-
tion, a gear ratio change is liable to take a lower position
than intended. For example, even if a second gear ratio 45
is desirable from a viewpoint of fuel economy, gears are
shifted into the first gear ratio for reducing engine
torque. This contravenes the concept of the aforemen-
tioned fuel injection control system, reducing the fuel -
conomy. 50

The present invention therefore contemplates an im-
proved fuel injection control system, which controls
the number of cylinders to which fuel is injected, in
order to remove the above described defect.

In accordance with the present invention, an im- 55
proved fuel injection control system for use with an
electronic type of automatic transmission system for an
internal combustion engine of a vehicle comprises in
combination: a plurality of injection means respectively
provided at corresponding cylinders of the engine; a 60
first sensor for sensing the opening degree of a throttle
or a manifold absolute pressure to generate a signal
representative thereof; a second sensor for sensing vehi-
cle velocity to generate a signal representative thereof,
which second sensor is connected to a transmission 65
control unit of the automatic transmission system to
supply the same with the signal; a control unit con-
nected to said first and said second sensor receiving the
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signals therefrom for determining the number of cylin-
ders to which fuel is injected, and controlling the plural-
ity of injection means connected thereto; and compen-
sating means connected to the first sensor for receiving
the signal therefrom and also connected to the control
unit of the fuel injection control system for receiving a
signal representative of the number of the cylinders to
which fuel is injected, and generating a signal represen-
tative of the opening degree of the throttle under the
condition that fuel is injected ’to all of the cylinders,
regardless of the cylinders to which fuel is actually
injected, said compensating means being connected to
the transmission control unit for supplying the same
with the signal therefrom, whereby the transmission
control unit determines a proper shifting of gear ratios
based on the signals from both the compensating means
and from the second sensor.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
remove the above described defect by providing an
improved compensating means in order to properly
control a control unit of an automatic transmission sys-
tem of an electronic type, which transmission system is
used with a fuel injection control system for controlling
the number of cylinders to which fuel is injected.

This and other objects, features and many of the
attendant advantages of this invention will be appreci-
ated more readily as it becomes better understood by
reference to the following detailed description, when
considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like parts in each of the several figures are
identified by the same reference characters, and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 2 is a detailed illustration of a unit in FIG. 1 in

conjunction with its pheripheral units for better under-
standing of the present invention.

Reference is now made to the accompanying draw-
ings, first to FIG. 1, which illustrates a schematic block
diagram of a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention. A fuel injection control unit 5 feeds a control
signal to a control unit 4, which control signal repre-
sents an optimum quantity of fuel to effectively operate
an internal combustion engine (not shown) of a vehicle.
In the followings, detailed description of the fuel injec-
tion control unit 5 will be omitted because the present
invention is not concerned therewith. The control unit

4 determines the number of cylinders to which fuel is
injected, and controls fuel injection through a plurality
of fuel injection valves 3 which are respectively posi-
tioned on the cylinders. The determination of the num-
ber of the cylinders to which fuel is injected is per-
formed based on signals from a throttle opening sensor
1 and a vehicle velocity sensor 2. The throttle opening
sensor 1 is connected to the control unit 4 and converts

the opening degree of the throttle into a proportional
electrical signal. As to the vehicle velocity sensor 2,
which is also connected to the control unit 4, a conven—

tional speedometer is available. With this arrangement,
when the signal from the vehicle velocity sensor 2 ex-
ceeds a predetermined level and at the same time the
signal from the throttle opening sensor 1 falls below
another predetermined level, the control unit 4 deter-
mines the number of cylinders to which fuel is actually
injected based on the two signals applied and stops
injection of fuel to specified one or more cylinders.
Under this circumstance, in order to maintain the origi-
nal engine operating condition, the vehicle driver
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should depress the accelerator pedal (not shown) more
to open the throttle more. Therefore, the opening de-
gree of the throttle is changed to a desirable value
where fuel consumption is desirably decreased and the
engine is running efficiently. , 5

An engine operating parameter changing unit or
compensating means 6 receives the signal from the
throttle opening sensor 1 and also the signal from the
control unit 4. The signal from the control unit 4 repre-
sents the number of the cylinders to which fuel is not 10
injected. Then, the compensating means 6 feeds an elec-
trical signal to a transmission control unit 7. The signal
from the compensating means 6 represents the opening
degree of the throttle when fuel is injected to all of the
cylinders, regardless of the number of the cylinders to 15
which fuel is actually injected. This means that the
transmission control unit 7 is not affected by the provi-
sion of the control unit 4 which controls the number of

fuel-injected cylinders for maintaining the manifold
absolute pressure within the range from 100 to 150 20
mmHg as previously referred to. Thus, the transmission
control unit 7 can properly cntrol the automatic shifting
of gear ratios in the transmission.

In the above, the signal from the control unit 4 can be
changed to represent the number of the cylinders to 25
which fuel is actually injected, and the throttle opening
sensor 1 can be replaced by a sensor for sensing a mani-
fold absolute pressure. ’

FIG. 2 illustrates a detailed circuit of the engine oper-
ating parameter changing unit or the compensating 30
means 6 together with its peripheral units 1, 4 and 7.
Suitable resistors 15, 16 and 17 are respectively con-
nected in series with suitable electronic switches 18, 19
and 20, and these three series circuits are then con-
nected in parallel with one another as shown. The 35
switches 18, 19 and 20 are connected to the control unit
4 and controlled by the signal therefrom such that one
of the switches is energized or closed in order that the
compensating means 6 generates a signal which repre-
sents the condition where fuel is injected to all of the 40
cylinders. An operational amplifier 22 is connected at its
input terminal to a junction 21 and at its output terminal
to a resistor 24. A feedback resistor 23 is connected

across the operational amplifier 22. A capacitor 25 is '
connected between one terminal of the resistor 24 and 45

the ground forming a smoothing circuit together with
the resistor 24. A junction 26 between the resistor 24
and the capacitor 25 is connected to the transmission
control unit 7.

In operation, when fuel is actually injected to all of 50
the cylinders, a signal is fed to the switch 18 from the
control unit 4 through a conducting line 10 to close the
same with the switches 19 and 20 open, so that the
signal from the throttle opening sensor 1 is applied
through the resistor 15 and the switch 18 to the opera- 55
tional amplifier 22. As is well known, the amplification
degree of the amplifier 22 is determined by the resis-
tance ratio of the resistor 23 to resistor 15. Therefore,
when the resistances of the resistors 15 and 23 are made

equal to each other, the signal from the sensor 1 is tran- 60
ferred unchanged in its magnitude to the transmission
control unit 7.

On the other hand, when fuel is not injected to one of
the cylinders, the signal from the control unit 4 is fed
through line 11 to the switch 19 closing the same with 65
the other switches 18 and 20 open. Therefore, the signal .
from the sensor 1 is fed to the operational amplifier 22
through the resistor 16 and the switch 19. In this case,

4
the resistance ratio of the resistor 23 to resistor 16 is

determined such that the magnitude of the signal fed to
the unit 7 represents the condition where fuel is injected
to all of the cylinders. Therefore, the transmission con-
trol unit 7 receives the signal the magnitude of which is
equal to that of the first mentioned signal.

Whilst, when fuel is not injected to two cylinders, the
signal from the control unit 4 is fed through line 12 to
the switch 20 closing the same with the other switches
18 and 19 opened. As a result, the signal from the sensor
1 is fed to the operational amplifier 22 through the resis-
tor 16 and the switch 20. In this case, like in the second
mentioned one, the resistance ratio of the resistor 23 to
resistor 17 is determined such that the magnitude of the
signal fed to the unit 7 represents the condition where
fuel is injected to all of the cylinders. Therefore, the
transmission control unit 7 receives the signal the mag-
nitude of which is equal to that of the first mentioned
signal.

The integration circuit consisting of the resistor 24
and the capacitor 25 serves to smooth an abrupt change
of the output signal from the amplifier 22 when the
number of the fuel-injected cylinders changes. The
provision of the integration circuit is preferable to pre-
cisely determine a proper shifting of gear ratios.

In the above, as aforementioned, the signal fed from
the control unit 4 to the switches 18, 19 and 20 can be
changed to represent the number of the cylinders to
which fuel is actually injected.

It is apparent from the foregoing that, in accordance
with the present invention, the fuel injection control
system, which controls the number of the cylinders to
which fuel is injected, properly operates together with
a conventional electronic control type of automatic
transmission system by merely providing the engine
operating parameter changing unit or the compensating
means 6. Thus, fuel economy can be achieved in com-
parison with the absence of the compensating means 6.

What is claimed is:

1. A fuel injection control system for use with an
electronic type of automatic transmission system for an
internal combustion engine of a vehicle, said electronic
automatic transmission system including a transmission
control unit for generating a signal representative of a
proper shifting of gears,

said fuel injection control system comprising in com-
bination:

a plurality of injection means respectively provided
at corresponding cylinders of the engine;

a first sensor for sensing the opening degree of a
throttle to generate a signal representative thereof;

a second sensor for sensing vehicle velocity to gener-
ate a signal representative thereof, which second
sensor is connected to said transmission control

unit supplying the same with the signal;
a control unit connected to said first and said second

sensor receiving the signals therefrom for deter-
mining the number of cylinders to which fuel is
injected, and controlling said plurality of injection
means connected thereto; and

compensating means connected to said first sensor for
receiving the signal therefrom and also connected
to said control unit for receiving a signal represen-
tative of the number of the cylinders to which fuel
is injected, and generating a signal representative
of the opening degree of the throttle under the
condition that fuel is injected to all of the cylinders,
regardless of the number of the cylinders to which
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fuel is actually injected, said compensating means
connected to said transmission control unit for

supplying the same with the signal therefrom,
whereby said transmission control unit determines
the proper shifting of gear ratios based on the sig-
nals from said compensating means and said secondsensor.

2. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 1,
in which said compensating means comprises:

an amplifier;
an input circuit connected between the input terminal

of said amplifier and said first sensor and also con-
nected to said control unit of said fuel injection
control system, said input circuit changing the
amplification degree of said amplifier in accor-
dance with the signal from said control unit so that
said amplifier generates the signal representative of
the opening degree of the throttle under the condi-
tion that fuel is injected to all of the cylinders.

3. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 2,
in which said input circuit includes a plurality of series
circuits which are connected in parallel with one an-
other and each of which consists of an electronic switch

and a resistor, the resistance of each of the resistors
being different from one another and determined to
properly change the amplification degree of said ampli-
fier, and each of the electronic switches being con-
trolled by the signal from said control unit to electri-
cally connect one of the series circuits between the
input terminal of said amplifier and said first sensor.

4. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 2,
in which said amplifier is an operational amplifier across
of which a feedback resistor is connected.

5. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 3,
in which said compensating means further comprises a
smoothing circuit including a resistor and a capacitor.

6. A fuel injection control system for use with an
electronic type of automatic transmission system for an
internal combustion engine of a vehicle, said electronic
automatic transmission system including a transmission
control unit for generating a signal repesentative of a
proper shifting of gear ratios,

said fuel injection control system comprising in com-
bination:

a plurality of injection means respectively provided
at corresponding cylinders of the engine;

a first sensor for sensing manifold absolute pressure to
generate a signal representative thereof;

a second sensor for sensing vehicle velocity to gener-
ate a signal representative thereof, which second
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sensor is connected to said transmission control

unit supplying the same with the signal;
a control unit connected to said first and said second

sensor receiving the signals therefrom for deter-
mining the number of cylinders to which fuel is
injected, and controlling said plurality of injection
means connected thereto; and

compensating means connected to said first sensor for
receiving the signal therefrom and also connected
to said control unit for receiving a signal represen-
tative of the number of the cylinders to which fuel
is injected, and generating a signal representative
of manifold absolute pressure under the condition
that fuel is injected to all of the cylinders, regard-
less of the number of the cylinders to which fuel is
actually injected, said compensating means con-
nected to said transmission control unit for supply
ing the same with the signal therefrom, whereby
said transmission control unit determines the

proper shifting of gear ratios based on the signals
from said compensating means and said secondsensor. .

7. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 6,
in which said compensating means comprises:

an amplifier; -
an input circuit connected between the input terminal

of said amplifier and said first sensor and also connected
to said control unit of said fuel injection control system,
said input circuit changing the amplification degree of
said amplifier in accordance with the signal from said
control unit so that said amplifier generates the signal
representative of the manifold absolute pressure under
the condition that fuel is injected to all of the cylinders.

8. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 7,
in which said input circuit includes a plurality of series
circuits which are connected in parallel with one an-
other and each of which consists of an electronic switch
and a resistor, the resistance of each of the resistors
being different from one another and determined to
properly change the amplification degree of said ampli-
fier, and each of the electronic switches being con-
trolled by the signal from said control unit to electri-
cally connect one of the series circuits etween the input
terminal of said amplifier and said first sensor.

9. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 7,
in which said amplifier is an operational amplifier across
of which a feedback resistor is connected.

10. A fuel injection control system claimed in claim 8,
in which said compensating means further comprises a
smoothing circuit including a resistor and a capacitor.t l l i i
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[57] ABSTRACT

An electronic integrated engine and vehicle manage-
ment and control system includes an electronic vehicle
control module and a fuel injection control module, in
communication with each other, which together con-
trol the total vehicle and engine operation functions of
a heavy duty vehicle. A novel fuel injection timing
device is utilized with the control module to allow

precise and sophisticated control of engine timing based
on a number of engine and vehicle operating parameters
as determined by the control modules. Functions such
as engine Speed control, vehicle road speed control,
engine protection shutdown, fuel economy, braking
control and diagnostics are performed by the system.

8 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets

 
 
 

 1;; ,\\81§'1'L.
  

 
 

   
 
  
 

. - ”ll/115" v,1 ' 1 ‘ :F‘\\L\ \\~R€\:\;\' E/Zé i-MER 5min
s\\f\\§\w%“ .\\k\

} ,. 0\§§§m21‘. ' ‘ '="a ”If '25 -~' [\‘I
“LII-.1: “6&5; 'Ii’ufifié T

1_, '"isis: in
“E; fit} LI“

1 852



1853

US. Patent

SENSORS

ZOI

SPEED AND FUEL

QUANTITY DATA

DR IVER

ALARM

SPEEDOMETER

AND

TACHOMETER

DATA

I05

 

 

  
 

June 9, 1992 Sheet 1 of 8 5,121,324

FUEL DYNATARD® FUEL
QUANTITY ENABLE SHUT

SIGNAL SIGNAL -OFF

203 205 207

FUEL-NJECTION-ONTROLMODULE

-EXTERNAL PCOR OTHER DATA

PROCESSOR

S. A. E.

DATA LINK

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT FAULT

AND CONTROL MODULE LAMP

 
T l MING

SENSORS ACTUATOR

SIGNAL

IOI I03

FIG.|

1 853



1854

US. Patent June 9, 1992 Sheet 2 of 8 5,121,324

IOOI

IOOS 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 MICRO-

PROCESSOR FUEL REQUEST SIGNAL III
3

I005 TACHOMETER SIGNAL

PEEDOMETE GNAL
|0|3 PULSE S R 3'

OUTPUTS FAULT LAMP I09

DRIVER ALARM I07
IOI5 CURRENT

'03

IOII ANALOG

-
1007 PULSE

1009 20

INPUTS

"BUSY" I0 S.A.E.

2m;
3° RECEIVE

FIG.2

1 854



1855

US. Patent June 9, 1992 Sheet 3 of 8 5,121,324

 FUEL RACK

ACTUATOR

DWVE

DYNATARD®
ENABLE

20H 
FUEL
SHUT

ACCELERATOR

PEDAL POS

SENSOR 2004

ENGINE SPEED 2005 FUELINJ.
CONTROL
MODULESENSOR

2002 2003

COOLANT 2006
TEMPERATURE

SENSOR

FUEL RACK 2007

POSITION

SENSOR

  
TORQUE 2008

 
LIMTTER

SWITCH '0 DATA LINK
, 20

SAEL 
SPEED AND FUEL
QUANTTTY DATA

(TACH.SGNAL,FUEL REQUEST
$GNAL)

FIG.3

1855



1856

US. Patent June 9, 1992 Sheet 4 of 8 5,121,324

INJECTION PUMP PISTON

PORT CLOSURE T.D.C.

T2

TIME

Tl A1 T3

TIMING EVENT ENGINE POSITION
SENSOR PULSE SENSOR PULSE

N MICRO— ENGINE TIMING

RPM PROC. DEGREES B.T.D.C.

RELATIVE LOCATION OF

ENGINE POSITION PULSE

TO PISTON T.D.C.

FIG.4I

1856



1857

007..

5,121,324

me2300

Sheet 5 of 8June 9, 1992US. Patent

mummam

mawoom

 
1857



1858

5,121,324Sheet 6 of 8June 9, 1992US. Patent

_.7
m

szwifl

@—\\\\W\\M777'77
//__/////..

 
 

 7

_mNJJmW-57777741...-
..__

1.7777--J
_

_N.NntotmN:_wONWMN§\\\    ///_/,//JJ  \77717777 him550.N.\|\\./4
\“~.‘s-,1_\_EVER\12%\V.To...

_

_.WJm>mwn_wowzjamiw
w>4<>

 

 

@277-inhdll.._J_H”.
>Jm2wwm<

QozwnJowlNNommm
ZJ

T
 

0.0.“.
m7123.".Jun...

577/145JJ4..J
J.

J
JJL

1858



1859

US. Patent June 9, 1992 Sheet 7 of 8 5,121,324

 
 

CRUISE CONTROL ACTIVATED

 

  

 

SERVICE
BRAKE

APPISIED

YES

  

DECELERAT ION

RATE )3PMPH/SEC.

9
DECELERATION

RATE )6 :DMPH/SEC.

DEACT IVATE

CRUISE CONTROL MODE

 

 
 

FIG.7

1859



1860

US. Patent June 9, 1992 Sheet 8 of 8 5,121,324

  

 

ROAD SPEED

> LQ/IIT

 
 RPM / MPH

( MIN RATIO

P

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ENABLE NORMAL

FUEL QUANTITY

FOR X SEC.

SET

FUEL REQUEST
=0

FIG.8

1860



1861

5,121,324
1

MOTOR VEHICLE MAGAGEMENT AND
CONTROL SYSTEM INCLUDING SOLENOID

ACTUATED FUEL INJECTION TIMING
CONTROL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to control systems
for motor vehicles, and more particularly to integrated
electronic motor vehicle management and control sys-
tems specifically useful in heavy duty vehicles such as
trucks, in which various engine and vehicle functions
such as engine timing and speed control, road speed
control, vehicle safety functions, fuel exhaust emissions
monitoring, fuel economy and diagnostic and mainte-
nance functions are performed and monitored by an
integrated microprocessor based control module sys-
tem.

In the past, most engine and vehicle control functions
in heavy duty vehicles were performed mechanically in
response to very simple parameters such as engine
speed. The execution of such functions was thus limited
and optimization in terms of fuel economy, engine per-
formance and engine emissions quantities was not possi-
ble. In addition, certain diagnostic and maintenance
functions were left to human performance and thus such
functions were not necessarily performed optimally or
performed in a manner interrelated with the perfor-
mance and parameters of other vehicle functions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a management and
control system for a motor vehicle in which engine
speed and timing control and various vehicle functions
such as engine system monitoring, display, diagnostics
and maintenance are controlled by a microprocessor
based electronic control module. The control system is
further provided with programming capability for opti-
mizing control functions with respect to particular vehi-
cle parameters based on the type of vehicle within
which the control system is installed, including such
parameters as engine size and type, tire size and proper-
ties, and carrier ratio.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electronic vehicle and
engine management and control system according to
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the vehicle
management and control module of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a detailed block diagram of the fuel injec—
tion control module of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a graphical illustration of the calculation of
engine timing according to a method of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram of a detection circuit for
detecting the occurrence of data transmission on a serial
data communication line as illustration in FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a novel fuel injec-
tion timing device used in conjunction with the control
module of FIG. 2;

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of a cruise control safety algo-
rithm; and

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of an out-of-gear algorithm for
road speed governing.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electronic control
system for a heavy duty vehicle according to one pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention. The system
is based on two control modules, a vehicle management
and control module 100 and a fuel injection module 200,
interconnected by a serial data communication line 10
which conforms to standards set by the Society of Au-
tomotive Engineers (S.A.E.). The control modules 100
and 200 are also connected by a general data bus 20
through which data relating to engine speed and fuel
quantity are transmitted. The serial data communication
line 10 is also connectable to an external computer such
as a personal computer or equivalent data processing
device, which allows external programming and modi-
fication of data used in the performance of the various
algorithms by the control modules.

The vehicle management control module 100 has
inputs connected to a plurality of sensors 101 which will
be further described in conjunction with FIG. 2. In
response to the sensor signal inputs, the vehicle manage— ,
ment control module 100 produces a fuel injection tim-
ing signal 103, speedometer and tachometer data signals
105, a signal to alert an operator of the vehicle of a fault
condition by activating an audible or visual driver alarm
107, signals driving various fault lamps 109 to indicate a
problem with data received by the control module 100,
and appropriate data through communication lines 10
and 20 to the fuel injection control module 200 to coor-
dinate proper fuel injection.

The fuel injection control module 200 has inputs
connected to various sensors 201 to be described in
further detail with reference to FIG. 3, and outputs a
fuel quantity signal 203, a DYNATARD ® enable sig-
nal 205, and a fuel shut—off enable signal 207. The
DYNATARD ® system converts the operation of the
engine to an air compressor by opening the exhaust
valves near the end of a compression stroke to increase
engine braking. The DYNATARD® system is acti-
vated by a dashboard toggle switch.

The operation of the vehicle management and control
module 100 will be more clearly understood with refer-
ence to FIG. 2. The vehicle management and control
module 100 is composed of a microprocessor 1001, a
random access memory 1005, and an EPROM 1003, and
an EEPROM 1004. The inputs to the microprocessor
1001 comprise a number of pulse width modulated
(PWM) inputs 1007, a plurality of digital data inputs
1009, and a plurality of analog inputs 1011. The pulse
inputs include a pulse signal from an mph sensor which
is mounted near the vehicle’s transmission output shaft
so as to provide an electrical pulse each time one of the
teeth of a tone wheel mounted on the transmission out—

put shaft passes the tip of the sensor. The frequency of
the mph sensor output pulses is proportional to the
rotational velocity of the transmission output shaft. The
road speed of the vehicle can thus be calculated by
factoring the number of teeth on the tone wheel, the
gear ratio between the transmission output shaft and the
vehicle axle shaft, and the rolling circumference of the
drive axle tires. These data values can be programmed
into the module memory for each specific type of vehi-
cle in which the system is installed. The timing event
sensor is mounted proximate the fuel injection pump
camshaft of the vehicle engine and generates a pulse
when the fuel injection pump camshaft attains an angu—
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lar position corresponding to port closure or beginning
of fuel injection for a predetermined plunger of the
injection pump. The engine position sensor is mounted
proximate the engine crankshaft and generates a pulse
when the crankshaft attains an angular position related
to top dead center (TDC) of the corresponding piston
of the cylinder to which the plunger is coupled, on its
power stroke. The data line 20 is a pulse width modula-
tion signal line which communicates engine speed and
fuel quantity data to the microprocessor 1001 from the
fuel injection control module 200.

The digital inputs comprise a plurality of switches
including a clutch switch, an engine shutdown override
switch, and speed control switches for cruise control,
engine idle speed, and engine speed control for power
take off (PTO) functions. A coolant level sensor is
mounted within the radiator of the engine and provides
a coolant level signal representing the amount of cool-
ant in the coolant system.

The analog inputs include an oil pressure signal from
an oil pressure sensor mounted within the vehicle
crankcase to measure the oil pressure of the system.

A coolant temperature sensor is also provided in the
coolant system and transmits a serial data signal to the
microprocessor over the SAE data link 10. .

The microprocessor also includes a plurality of PWM
outputs 1013 and dc current outputs 1015. The pulse
outputs 1013 include a fuel request signal which is trans»
mitted to the fuel injection control module 200. and
tachometer and speedometer signals which are trans—
mitted to display devices on the vehicle dashboard. The
tachometer signal is also inputted to the fuel injection
control module 200 through the data line 20 to provide
a redundant signal to the fuel injection control module
which is used in the calculation ofthe amount of fuel to

be injected by the fuel pump.
The current outputs 1015 include outputs to drive a

fault lamp 109 to indicate the presence of a fault in the
control module, a driver alarm 107 which warns the
driver of a problem with the operation of the engine
which requires immediate attention, and a timing actuac
tor signal 103 which is applied to the fuel injection
pump to control the timing of fuel injection into the
cylinders of the engine.

The fuel injection control module 200 is further de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 3. The fuel injection
control module 200 is a commercially available device
obtainable from Robert Bosch, for example. The con-
trol module is a microprocessor based system and in-
cludes basic functional components including a micro—
processor 2001, and random access and read only mem-
ories 2002 and 2003. The microprocessor is connected
via interfaces to the SAE serial data communication
link 10 and the data line 20 to enable communication

with the vehicle management and control module 100
as well as to other various control devices in the vehi-

cle. The control module 200 reads input signals from an
accelerator pedal position sensor 2004, an engine speed
sensor 2005, a coolant temperature sensor 2006, a fuel
rack position sensor 2007, and a torque limiter switch
2008. The accelerator pedal position sensor includes a
potentiometer connected to the accelerator pedal in the
vehicle cab and provides a voltage signal proportional
to the position of the acceleration pedal relative to the
floor of the vehicle cab. The engine speed sensor is
mounted proximate the engine crankshaft and generates
a pulse signal whose frequency is proportional to the
speed of rotation of the engine crankshaft. The coolant
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temperature sensor 2006 provides a digital signal reprev
sentative of engine coolant temperature. The fuel rack
position sensor 2007 provides a voltage signal propor-
tional to the position of the fuel rack of the fuel injection
pump, which relates to the amount of fuel injected dur-
ing each cycle of engine rotation. The torque limiter
switch 2008 is a transmission mounted toggle switch
which is activated by the vehicle operator. In response
to the five input parameters, and supplemental speed-
and fuel quantity data information from the control
module 100, the injection control module 200 deter-
mines the amount of fuel to be supplied by the fuel
injection pump to the engine and generates a fuel rack
actuator drive signal 2009, which is a pulse width modu-
lated signal that controls the position of the fuel rack by
energizing a proportional solenoid. The module 200
produces a signal 201] which prevents DYNATARD
operation when fuel is being injected into the engine.
The fuel shut-off signal 2010 provides a safety measure
by energizing a solenoid valve to allow fuel to be sup-
plied to the fuel pump. In the case where power is re-
moved from the fuel injection control module, the fuel
shut—off signal 2010 will go low to deenergize the sole- ,
noid and cut off the flow of fuel.

The various functions of the vehicle management and
control module 100 will now be described. FIG. 4 illus—

trates a timing diagram for determining the engine tim-
ing. Control module 100 receives a timing event sensor
pulse at time T] which indicates the beginning of fuel
injection to a specified cylinder of the engine. At time
T2, the engine crankshaft reaches an angular position
equal to top dead center (TDC) of the piston in the
specified cylinder. The engine position sensor is config—
ured to produce a pulse at a crankshaft positiOn related
to the top dead center, which is generally longer than
the interval from port closure to top dead center to
allow a more accurate timing measurement to be taken.
The difference in time AT between the reception of the
timing event sensor pulse and the engine position sensor
pulse represents a measure of angular rotation of the
crankshaft in degrees. Since the time between T2 and
T3 is known in advance, the calculation of timing in
degrees before top dead center (BTDC) can be calcu-
lated,

Desired engine timing is based on experimental crite—
ria related to the amount of fuel being injected and the
engine speed in rpm. Desired engine timings as a func-
tion of rpm and fuel quantity are stored in a look up
table in the module memory. Once the desired engine
timing is determined in accordance with the engine
speed calculated from the engine position sensor signal
and the fuel quantity from the fuel injection control
module, the microprocessor determines a change in
current for the injection timing actuator signal 103.
Signal 103 is provided to a solenoid of a fuel injection
timing device which will be described later with refer-
ence to FIG. 6. The change in timing is designed to
reduce the difference between the desired engine timing
and the measured engine timing to zero. The new tim-
ing information is communicated to the fuel injection
control module via the SAE serial data communication
link 10.

Control module 100 constantly monitors engine oil
pressure, engine coolant level and coolant temperature
to determine whether the engine is operating within
prescribed parameter limits. Ranges of oil pressure,
coolant level and coolant temperature have been deter-
mined empirically to indicate engine malfunction.
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These ranges are stored in the control module memory
as either single values for all engine operating condi-
tions, or as functions of engine speed, temperature,
power output, or other operating parameters. Upon
reaching a first limit beyond normal operating parame—
ters, the control module will activate the driver alarm
107 to alert the operator that the engine should be
stopped. If the operator has not shut off the engine in
response to the alarm, and the signal values have
reached a second level beyond normal operating param-
eters, the control module will transmit a fuel request
signal 111 to the fuel injection control module on the
data line 20 that will set the amount of fuel being in-
jected to bring the engine to idle speed, and further
transmits a command on the SAE serial data link 10

directing the fuel injection control module to stop the
engine. A shutdown override switch can be provided
on the vehicle instrument panel which, when activated,
delays the automatic shutdown of the engine by some
preset period of time, such as 30 seconds, to allow the
vehicle operator to move the vehicle safely off the road
before losing engine power.

The control module 100 monitors vehicle road speed
and engine speed in conjunction with information from
various switches indicating application of brakes,
clutch, and switches mounted on the instrument panel,
to maintain vehicle operation within specified limits.
These limits, such as minimum and maximum engine
speeds and maximum vehicle road speed can be pro-
grammed into the control module memory via the SAE
serial data communication link from an external com-

puter such as a PC, which can be interfaced with the
control module through a serial port connector at-
tached to the data communication link 10. If the control
module determines that any modifications are needed to
maintain vehicle and engine operation within the pre-
scribed limits, the fuel quantity required to maintain the
desired operating parameters is calculated and its value
is transmitted as a fuel request signal 111 to the fuel
injection control module, with a confirming signal
being sent via the SAE data communication link 10.

The control module 100 continuously monitors the
validity of all inputs in order to detect invalid input
states. Upon detection of an input being outside an ac-
ceptable range, the control module starts a timer to
allow the state of the input to settle back to normal. If
the invalid condition has not cleared upon timing out of
the timer, a fault condition will be assumed. Upon de-
tection of a fault, the fault lamp 109 will be turned on to
indicate a presence of a fault, and a fault message will be
sent on the SAE data link 10 to advise other devices of

the failure. The normally utilized data for the fault will
be replaced by a “bad data” signal advising other de-
vices to ignore the sensor data. A default value is then
utilized for calculations requiring data from the faultysensor.

The control module 100 also performs a cruise con-
trol function in which an operator can set a predeter-
mined vehicle speed through actuation of a switch on
the instrument panel which will then cause the control
system to adjust fuel injection quantity in order to main-
tain the desired speed.

Since the cruise control function must be disengaged
upon application of the service brakes to maintain safe
operator control of the vehicle, correct operation of the
service brake indication switch is continuously moni-
tored. Referring to FIG. 7, when in the cruise control
mode, the control system monitors the deceleration rate

10

15

20

25

3O

35

4D

45

SO

55

65

6
of the vehicle by calculating the derivative of the vehi-
cle road speed. If the vehicle decelerates at a rate
greater than or equal to an empirically derived rate
above which it would be impossible to achieve without
the application of service brakes, the cruise control
function will automatically be disabled. However, since
deceleration rates above the derived rate can occur

without application of service brakes in certain condi-
tions, such as application of the engine brake or climb-
ing a grade, the control system of the present invention
monitors the fuel quantity signal to determine whether
fueling of the engine is occurring or not. If, in a cruise
control mode, the engine is fueling to maintain a Specific
speed, it would be impossible to experience a decelera-
tion rate greater than the empirically derived rate of 3
mph/sec, unless the service brakes are applied. In this
condition, the cruise control function will be automati—
cally disabled. However, if, in the cruise control mode,
the engine is not being fueled, which would be indica-
tive of climbing a grade, the control system will use a
deceleration rate higher than the derived rate, such as 6
mph/sec without service brake application, to deter—
mine whether the service brake switch has failed.

In the case where the control module detects a vehi-

cle road speed above the preset road speed limit, the
module generates a fuel request signal which causes the
fuel injection control module to stop fueling the engine
to insure that the vehicle operator would not be able to
exceed the stored limit. It is possible, however, for a
loaded vehicle to exceed the stored road speed limit
while going down hill. In such a case, the control mod-
ule would transmit a fuel quantity request signal of zero
to disable any additional increase in vehicle speed. If the
vehicle transmission should jump out of gear and into
neutral at such time, the operator will not be able to fuel
the engine to increase engine speed sufficiently to place
the transmission back into gear. To eliminate such an
occurrence, the control module detects a ratio of engine
speed to vehicle road speed and compares this calcu-
lated ratio with a prestored minimum engine speed to
road speed ratio. FIG. 8 is a flow chart explaining this
operation. The minimum stored ratio is determined
based on the minimum possible engine rotational speed
at the road speed limit. As long as the actual vehicle
speed is above the stored road speed limit and the trans-
mission is in gear, the engine speed-to-vehicle speed
ratio will be above the stored minimum. However, if the
engine speed-to~vehicle speed ratio is below such mini-
mum, the transmission must be out of gear. Upon the
occurrence of such a condition, the road speed limiting
function will be disabled for a specified period of time to
allow the operator to rev up the engine and place the
transmission back into gear.

The control routines of FIGS. 7 and 8 are executed as

part of a larger overall control loop which is continu-
ously repeated by the control module microprocessor.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional diagram of a fuel injection
timing device for advancing and retarding the timing of
fuel injection to correspond to the desired engine timing
represented by the timing actuator signal 103 from the
management and control module 100. The fuel injection
timing device consists of a housing 1 enclosing, an annu-
lar outer shaft 2, a cylindrical inner shaft 3, a splined
sleeve 4, and a solenoid valve assembly 27. The housing
1 is mounted on the engine 23. The outer shaft 2 is
driven by a suitable engine gear 21 through a gear 6
which is mounted at the end of the shaft 2 by a screw 7.
The cylindrical inner shaft 3 is coupled to the outer
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shaft 2 by the splined sleeve 4. The sleeve 4 has linear
splines 24 on the inner surface thereof which mesh with
corresponding linear splines on the outer surface of the
inner shaft 3. Splined sleeve 4 also has helical splines 25
on the outer surface thereof which mesh with corre-

sponding helical splines on the inner surface of the outer
shaft 2. The inner shaft is retained within the outer shaft
in the axial direction by means of a thrust washer 8 and
a screw 9 at one end thereof. The opposite end of the
shaft 3 is coupled to a camshaft of fuel pump 18 through
a splined coupling 19 which is mounted on the fuel
injection pump camshaft. All moving pans of the timing
device are lubricated with engine oil from engine oil
supply 31 through ports 120 and 12b in housing 1, port
15 in shaft 2, and ports 16 and 20 in inner shaft 3. Outer
shaft 2 is axially retained within housing 1 by means of
a shoulder on the shaft and a retaining ring 10.

Solenoid valve assembly 27 is mounted on a top
flange of the housing 1 and consists of a solenoid 29, a
spool valve 30, input port 33, output port 35, and drain
port 34 which is connected to drain port 14. The fuel
injection timing actuator signal 103 is coupled to the
solenoid 29 via current signal lines 32. The spool valve
is shown in a null position which corresponds to a par-
tially energized solenoid, the current required to flow
through the partially energized solenoid being null cur-
rent, At null position, port 33 is partial opened allowing
a minimal amount of oil to flow through ports 33 and 35
to compensate for oil leakage out of work space 28.
When engine timing is to be advanced, an increased
electric current is applied to the solenoid 29 which
moves spool valve 30 to the right which enables in-
creased oil flow through supply port 33, output port 35,
and modulated oil pressure port 13. This allows in-
creased oil flow into work space 28 between a shoulder
of splined sleeve 4 and outer shaft 2 which causes sleeve
4 to move to the left to advance fuel injection timing by
advancing the phase angle between the outer shaft 2 and
the inner shaft 3. When it is desired to retard engine
timing, the fuel injection actuator signal current is re-
duced below the null level which causes solenoid 29 to

move spool valve 30 to the left completely closing sup—
ply port 33 and opening drain port 34. As a result, oil in
work space 28 flows out through parts 13, 35, and 34
into drain port 14, by action of a spring 11 mounted
between piston 26 of sleeve 4 and a spring seat 5 which
biases sleeve 4 to the fully retarded position. Any time
that the solenoid valve returns to the null position, the
sleeve 4 remains in the position where it was last moved.
Two piston seal rings 17a and 17b constitute the only
dynamic seals used in the injection timing device for
sealing the modulated oil pressure in port 13 from the
lubricating oil in ports 120 and 12b.

The fuel injection timing device of FIG. 6 allows
engine timing to be controlled by a sophisticated injec-
tion control algorithm implemented by the management
and control module 100 which takes into account nu-

merous operating parameters of the engine and thus
represents a significant improvement over prior art fuel
injection timing devices which were able to control
engine timing as a function of engine speed only.

The invention having been thus described, it will be
obvious to those skilled in the art that the same may be
varied in many ways. Such variations are not to be
considered a departure from the spirit and scope of the
invention, all such modifications are intended to be
included within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:
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1. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle, comprising:

electronic vehicle control means for controlling oper-
ations of the vehicle and an engine mounted within
said vehicle, including
means for reeeiving a timing event signal represent-

ing the injection of fuel into a specific cylinder of
said engine from a fuel injection pump,

means for reeeiving an engine position signal repre—
senting a predetermined position of a piston of
said specific cylinder relative to Top Dead Cen—
ter (TDC) occurring after the detection of said
timing event signal,

means for calculating engine timing as a function of
the time difference between said engine position
signal and said timing event signal,

means for calculating engine angular velocity as a
function of the frequency of said engine position
signals,

means for receiving a fuel quantity signal repre-
senting the amount of fuel being injected into the
cylinders of said engine,

means for determining a desired engine timing as a '
function of said engine angular velocity and said
received fuel quantity signal,

means for calculating the difference between said
desired engine timing and said calculated engine
timing,

means for developing a timing advance/retard
signal proportional to said calculated difference
for advancing or retarding the engine timing to
reduce the difference between said desired and

calculated engine timings to zero,
means for receiving an oil pressure signal repre-

senting the amount of engine oil pressure in said
engine,

means for receiving a coolant level signal repre—
senting the amount of engine coolant in said
engine,

means for receiving a coolant temperature signal
representing the temperature of said engine cool-
ant,

means for comparing said oil pressure, coolant
level and coolant temperature signals with
stored signal values indicating engine malfunc-
tion, generating an alarm signal warning an oper-
ator of possible engine damage at a first level of
malfunction, and generating an engine shutdown
signal for stopping operation of said engine at a
second level of malfunction,

means for receiving a signal proportional to vehicle
road speed and calculating the road speed of said
vehicle,

means for storing a maximum vehicle road speed,
means for storing minimum and maximum engine

speeds,
means for comparing said calculated road speed

and engine angular velocity with said stored
road and engine speeds,

means for developing a fuel quantity request signal
for controlling the amount of fuel supplied to
said engine to keep said road and engine speeds
within said stored ranges,

means for calculating the deceleration rate of said
vehicle,

means for receiving a service brake signal repre-
senting application of vehicle service brakes,
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means for comparing said deceleration rate with
said fuel quantity signal in the absence of said
service brake signal and disengaging a cruise
control function when the rate of deceleration

exceeds a first value when fueling, and when the
rate of deceleration exceeds a second value

higher than said first value when not fueling,
means for calculating a ratio of engine speed-to-

road speed,
means for storing a minimum engine speed-to road

speed ratio, and
means for comparing said calculated ratio with said

stored ratio, determining that the transmission of
said vehicle has jumped out of gear when said
calculated ratio is less than said stored ratio, and

overriding said fuel quantity request signal,
when said road speed is higher than said stored
maximum road speed;

electronic fuel injection control means for controlling
the injection of fuel into the cylinders of said en-
gine, including
means for receiving an accelerator pedal position

signal representing the position of an accelerator
pedal of said vehicle indicating the road speed
desired by an operator,

means for receiving an engine speed signal repre-
senting the angular velocity of said engine,

means for receiving a fuel rack position signal rep.
resenting the position of a fuel rack on a fuel
injection pump of said engine,

means for receiving said fuel quantity request sig-
nal from said electronic vehicle control means,
and

means for developing a fuel rack actuation signal
for controlling the position of said fuel rack to
adjust the amount of fuel being injected into said
cylinders, in response to the values of said accel-
erator pedal position signal, engine speed signal,
fuel rack position signal, and fuel quantity re—
quest signal;

fuel injection timing means responsive to said timing
advance/retard signal for modifying the timing of
fuel injection into said cylinders relative to piston
position from TDC; and

a serial data communication line interconnecting said
electronic vehicle control means and said elec-

tronic fuel injection control means for transmitting
digital data therebetween.

2. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein said serial data
communication line conforms to SAE (Society of Auto-
motive Engineers) standards for such communication
lines, said system further comprising:

a detection circuit for detecting the transmission of
data on said serial data communication line, includ-
mg
means for generating a clock pulse signal,
counter means for counting said clock pulse signals

up to a predetermined count,
logic means connected to outputs of said counter

means for providing a transmission enable signal
and disabling clock pulse signal input when said
counter means has reached said predetermined
count, and

means for resetting said counter means when said
serial data communication line is transmitting
data.
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3. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle according to claim 1, further comprising:

a serial data connector coupled to said serial data
communication line for interconnecting said serial
data communication line with an external data

processor to enable imputing of said maximum
road speed, said minimum and maximum engine
speeds, and values of other parameters used in
calculations performed by said electronic vehicle‘
control means.

4. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle according to claim 1, wherein said fuel injection
timing means comprises:

a cylindrical housing;
an annular outer shaft within said housing being

driven by said engine;
a cylindrical inner shaft within said outer shaft being

coupled to a camshaft of said fuel injection pump;
a splined sleeve coupling said outer shaft to said inner

shaft and movable in an axial direction to change

the phase angle of rotation between said outer and
inner shafts; and

sleeve driving means responsive to said timing advan- .
ce/retard signal for driving said splined sleeve in
said axial direction for modifying the timing of fuel
injection to correspond to said desired engine tim-
ing.

5. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle according to claim 4, wherein said sleeve driv-
ing means comprises a solenoid valve assembly includ-
ing a solenoid for receiving said timing advance/retard
signal, a spool valve selectively movable by said sole-
noid when energized by said timing advance/retard
signal, said spool valve controlling the amount of oil
pressure applied to said splined sleeve which in turn
controls the axial position of said splined sleeve relative
to said outer and inner shafts.

6. A management and control system for a motor
vehicle, comprising:

electronic vehicle control means for controlling oper—
ations of the vehicle and an engine mounted within
said vehicle, including _
means for receiving a signal proportional to vehicle

road speed and calculating the road speed of said
vehicle,

means for calculating the deceleration rate of said
vehicle,

means for receiving a service brake signal repre-
senting application of vehicle service brakes,
with a fuel quantity signal in the absence of said
service brake signal and disengaging a cruise
control function when the rate of deceleration
exceeds a first value when fueling, and when the
rate of deceleration exceeds a second value

higher than said first value when not fueling,
means for calculating a ratio of engine speed-to-

road speed,
means for storing a minimum engine speed-to road

speed ratio, and
means for comparing said calculated ratio with said

stored ratio, determining that the transmission of
said vehicle has jumped out of gear when said
calculated ratio is less than said stored ratio, and

overriding a fuel quantity request signal, when
said road speed is higher than said stored maxi-
mum road speed.

7. A fuel injection timing device for a fuel injection
pump of an internal combustion engine, comprising:
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a Cylindrical housing;
an annular outer shaft within said housing being

driven by said engine;
a cylindrical inner shaft within said outer shaft being

coupled to a camshaft of said fuel injection pump;
a splined sleeve coupling said outer shaft to said inner

shaft and movable in an axial direction to change
the phase angle of rotation between said outer and
inner shafts; and

sleeve driving means responsive to a timing advan-
ce/retard signal for driving said splined sleeve in
said axial direction for modifying the timing of fuel
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injection to correspond to a desired engine timing
represented by said timing advance/retard signal.

8. A fuel injection timing device according to claim 7,
wherein said sleeve driving means comprises a solenoid
valve assembly including a solenoid for receiving said
timing advance/retard signal, a spool valve selectively
movable by said solenoid when energized by said timing
advance/retard signal, said spool valve controlling the
amount of oil pressure applied to said splined sleeve
which in turn controls the axial position of said splined
sleeve relative to said outer and inner shafts.t I! t t I!
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[5 7] ABSTRACT

A warning system for providing an indication when
the fuel consumption of a throttle controlled vehicle
having an internal combustion engine with an intake
manifold exceeds pre-established levels. A vacuum
transducer generates a signal-having a magnitude rep—
resenting the instantaneous intake manifold vacuum
level. A vehicle speed transducer generates a speed
signal having a magnitude varying with vehicle speed
which, in combination with a reference signal, .estab-
lishes a manifold vacuum trigger level which repre-
sents, at each instantaneous vehicle speed, fuel con-
sumption in excess of a pre-established level for that
speed. A comparator comparesthe manifold vacuum
trigger level with the vacuum signal and energizes an
indicator when the vacuum signal represents an intake
manifold vacuum level below the manifold vacuum

trigger level so as to provide an indication of fuel con-
sumption in excess of the pre—established level for the
instantaneous vehicle speed.

'2 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure
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SPEED COMPENSATED FUEL CONSUMPTION
WARNING DEVICE ’

This invention relates to a fuel consumption warning
device and more particularly to a warning system for a
vehicle having a throttle controlled internal combus-
tion engine with an intake manifold which provides a
warning when the intake manifold pressure decreases
to a pre-established level which is varied as a function
of vehicle speed.

Systems for providing a warning to a vehicle operator
when the vehicle intake manifold pressure decreases to
a pre—established level in order to provide an indication
of uneconomical operation of the vehicle are generally
known. In all of these known systems, an intake mani-
fold vacuum level at which a warning is provided is se-
lected which is applicable at all vehicle operating
speeds. Although the selected level may be truly indica-
tive of excessive fuel consumption at one operational
speed, it may not be indicative of excessive fuel con-
sumption at all other speeds.

In View of the foregoing, it is the general object of this
invention to provide an improved speed compensated
fuel consumption warning device for use with a vehicle
powered by a throttle controlled internal combustion
engine having an intake manifold.

It is another object of this invention to provide a fuel
consumption warning device for a vehicle powered by
an internal combustion engine having an intake mani—
fold which provides a warning when the vehicle intake
manifold pressure decreases below a level which is var-
ied as a function of vehicle speed.

These and other objects of this invention may be best
understood by reference to the following description of
a preferred embodiment and the drawing which is a
schematic diagram illustrating the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention.

Referring to the drawing, there is illustrated a warn-
ing device for providing an indication of excessive fuel
consumption by a vehicle powered by a throttle con-
trolled internal combustion engine having an intake
manifold. A conduit 10 pneumatically couples the in-
take manifold vacuum to a vacuum transducer 12. The
vacuum transducer 12 is effective to generate a voltage
having a magnitude which progressively changes with a
progressively increased intake manifold vacuum level.
In the preferred embodiment, the magnitude of the
voltage generated by the vacuum transducer 12 pro-
gressively decreases with an increasing intake manifold
vacuum level. The voltage generated by the vacuum
transducer 12 is coupled to the positive input of a sum-
ming switch 14 through a resistor 15. The resulting cur-
rent supplied by the vacuum transducer 12, hereinafter ,
referred to as the vacuum signal, progressively de~
creases with increasingjntake manifold vacuum level.

A potentiometer 16 includes a resistive element 18
coupled between a positive voltage source B+ and
ground potential and a wiper arm 20. The positive volt-
age source B+ may take the form of the positive termi-
nal of the vehicle battery whose negative terminal is
grounded. The wiper arm 20 is coupled to the negative
input of the summing switch 14. The potentiometer 16
functions to supply a current, hereinafter referred to as
the reference signal, having a magnitude substantially
equal to the magnitude of the vacuum signal at a speci-
fied intake manifold vacuum level which has been de-
termined to represent excessive fuel consumption when
the vehicle speed is zero. The summing switch 14 takes
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2
the form of a high gain differential amplifier 21 with a
feedback resistor 22 as illustrated in the drawing.

The output of the summing switch 14 is coupled to
the anode of a diode 23 whose cathode is coupled to
ground through a resistor 24 and to the base electrode
of an NPN transistor 26 through a resistor 28. The
emitter electrode of the transistor 26 is coupled to
ground and the collector electrode thereof is coupled
to the positive voltage source B+ through a lamp 30.
The lamp 30 may be located at the vehicle instrument
panel or any other location where it is readily observ-
able by the vehicle operator. Alternatively, the lamp 30
may be replaced with a buzzer to provide an audible in-dication.

When the output of the summing switch 14 is a posi-
tive voltage, the transistor 26 is biased conductive to
energize the lamp 30 and conversely, when the output
is negative, the transistor 26 is biased nonconductive
and the lamp 30 is extinguished.

With only the elements described above, the lamp 30
would be energized to provide a warning whenever the
manifold vacuum level decreased below a level repre-
sented by the reference signal supplied by the potenti-
ometer 16. Although this level may truly be indicative
of excessive fuel consumption at one specific vehicle
speed it may not be indicative of excessive fuel con-
sumption at other vehicle speeds. For example, the
manifold vacuum level representing excessive fuel con-
sumption increases from the level represented by the
reference signal supplied by the potentiometer 16 when
set as indicated above as vehicle speed increases. By
vehicle testing, the magnitude of this increase for each
vehicle speed may be determined.

To provide a manifold vacuum trigger level which in-
creases with increasing vehicle speed, a speed trans-
ducer 32 is provided which generates a series of voltage
pulses having a frequency progressively increasing with
increasing vehicle speed. The speed transducer 32 may
take the form of a slotted disc rotated by a vehicle
wheel adjacent a magnetic pickup whose output is a se-
ries of voltage pulses having the frequency related to
vehicle speed. These voltage pulses are supplied to a
frequency-to-voltage converter 34 whose output is a
voltage having a magnitude progressively increasing
with increasing vehicle speed. The output of the fre-
quency-torvoltage converter 34 is coupled to the posi-
tive input of the summing switch 14 through a resistor
35. The resulting current supplied by the frequency-to-
voltage converter 34, hereinafter referred to as the
speed signal, has a magnitude progressively increasing
with increasing vehicle speed. ,

By conventional circuit design techniques, the mag-
nitude of the speed signal may be made to equal the dif-
ference between the magnitude of the reference signal
and the magnitude of the vacuum signal when the man-
ifold vacuum is at the level determined to represent ex-
cessive fuel consumption at the instantaneous speed
represented by the output of the speed transducer 32.
‘ By combining the speed signal in proper sense with
the reference signal, the manifold vacuum level at
which the output of the summing switch 14 swings posi-
tive to effect energization of the lamp 30, hereinafter
referred to as the manifold vacuum trigger level, may
be increased as a function of vehicle speed. This is ac-

complished by the coupling of the speed signal from the
frequency-to-voltage converter 34 to the positive input
"of the summing switch 14 so as to be summed in sub-

tractive fashion from the reference signal supplied by

 
1870



1871

3925353
3

the potentiometer 16.
in operation, when the vehicle speed is zero, the out—

put of the frequency-to-voltage converter 34 is also
zero and the summing switch 14 generates a positive
voltage to bias the transistor into conduction and ener-
gize the lamp 30 when the vehicle is Operated in a man—
ner such that the intake manifold vacuum level de—

creases below the vacuum level represented by the
magnitude of the reference signal supplied by the po—
tentiometer 16. This signal provides an indication of
fuel consumption in excess of the predetermined
amount at zero vehicle speed.

At increased vehicle speeds, the frequency-to-volt—
age converter 34 generates the speed signal which is
coupled to the positive input of the summing switch 14.
Consequently, the required vacuum signal output of
the vacuum transducer 12 to cause the summing switch
14 to generate a positive signal output decreases corre—
sponding to the desired increase in the manifold vac-
uum trigger level. When the vehicle is operated in a
manner such that the manifold vacuum decreases

below the manifold vacuum trigger level established at
the instantaneous vehicle speed, the output of the sum-
ming switch 14 swings positive to effect energization of
the lamp 30 to provide an indication of fuel consump—
tion in excess of the predetermined amount at that
speed.

The potentiometer 16 may be positioned in the vehi—
cle compartment so as to allow the vehicle operator to
adjust the wiper arm 20 and shift the vacuum trigger
level for all vehicle speeds and thereby selectively es—
tablish desired fuel consumption warning levels. For
example, if the vehicle is under a heavy load, the vac-
uum level at each vehicle speed which is indicative of
excessive fuel consumption may be less than when the
vehicle is under normal load. The vehicle operator may

compensate for the heavy load condition by adjustment
of the wiper arm 20 to vary the magnitude of the refer-
ence signal and provide for lower manifold vacuum
trigger levels at all vehicle speeds

In the preferred embodimentillustrated in the draw—
ing, the summing switch 14 summed the output of the
frequency-to-voltage converter 34 and the potentiome-
ter 16 in subtractive fashion since the output of the vac-
uum transducer 12 progressively decreased with pro—
gressively increasing manifold vacuum. As can be seen,
if the signals generated by the various transducers var-
ied in a different manner, they must be combined in the
proper sense to achieve the desired manifold vacuum
trigger level change in response to vehicle speed
changes. For example, if the vacuum transducer 12
supplied a signal which had a magnitude progressively
increasing with increasing intake manifold vacuum
level, the output of the frequency-to-voltage converter
34 would then be summed in additive fashion with the

reference signal at the positive input of the summing
switch 14 and the vacuum signal would be coupled to
the negative input thereof.

What has been described is a fuel consumption warn-

ing device for use with a vehicle having an internal
combustion engine with an intake manifold. wherein a
warning of excessive fuel consumption is provided
when the intake manifold vacuum level decreases
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below a manifold vacuum trigger level which is varied
as a function of vehicle speed.

The detailed description of the preferred embodi-
ment of this invention for the purpose of explaining the
principles thereof is not to be considered as limiting or
restricting the invention since many modifications may
be made by the exercise of skill in the art without de-
parting from the scope of the‘invention.We claim:

1. A fuel consumption warning device for use with a
vehicle powered by a throttle controlled internal com-
bustion engine having an intake manifold, comprising:
a vacuum transducer pneumatically coupled with the
intake manifold for generating a vacuum signal having
a magnitude progressively changing with a progres-
sively increased manifold vacuum level; means for gen-
erating a speed signal having a magnitude substantially
equal to the difference between the magnitude of the
vacuum signal at a manifold vacuum level representing
a predetermined excessive fuel consumption at zero ve—
hicle speed and the magnitude of the vacuum signal at
a manifold vacuum level representing a predetermined
excessive fuel consumption at the instantaneous vehi-
cle speed; means combining said speed signal and vac—
uum signal and generating an output signal when the
magnitude of the combined signals differs with a fixed
polarity from the magnitude of the vacuum signal at the
manifold vacuum level representing the predetermined
excessive fuel consumption at zero vehicle speed; and
an indicator responsive to the output signal for produc-
ing an operator observable indication representing ex-
cessive fuel consumption at the instantaneous vehicle
speed.

2. A fuel consumption warning device for use with a
v vehicle powered by a throttle controlled internal com-
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bustion engine having an intake manifold, comprising:
a vacuum transducer pneumatically coupled with the
intake manifold for generating a vacuum signal having
a magnitude progressively changing with a progres—
sively increased intake manifold vacuum level; means
for generating a reference signal having a magnitude
substantially equal to the magnitude of the vacuum sig-
nal at an intake manifold vacuum representing a prede-
termined excessive fuel consumption at zero vehicle
speed; a vehicle speed transducer for generating a
speed signal having a magnitude progressively changing
with a progressively increased vehicle speed, whereby
throughout a predetermined speed range, the magni-
tude of the sum of the speed signal and the reference
signal is equal to the magnitude of the vacuum signal at
an intake manifold vacuum representing a predeter-
mined excessive fuel consumption at the instantaneous
vehicle speed; means for combining the vacuum signal,
the speed signal, and the reference signal and generat-
ing an output signal when the magnitude of the sum of
the reference signal and the speed signal represents a
manifold vacuum level exceeding the manifold vacuum
level represented by the vacuum signal; and an indica-
tor responsive to the output signal for producing an op—
erator observable indication representing excessive ,
fuel consumption at the instantaneous vehicle speed.>1: 1: * * II!
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(57) Abstract

The system comprising
a controller fitted to a subject
vehicle (16) and sensor means
(20) operable to sense a distance
of separation and relative velocity
of a trailing vehicle (18). Also
input to the controller is a
velocity signal derived from
a velocity sensing means (97)
determining the ground speed
of the subject vehicle using
a doppler radar system. The
controller calculates a safety
envelope and activates a visible
warning device attached to the
rear of the subject vehicle if the trailing vehicle penetrates the safety envelope. An enhanced safety envelope determined by adverse road
conditions is also established. any incursion into the enhanced envelope resulting generally in the visible warning being at a less prominent
level. If however the closing speed of the trailing vehicle exceeds a predetermined threshold. penetration of the enhanced envelope results
immediately in the full warning being displayed with full prominence to the driver of the trailing vehicle. The system has application to
improving the safety of road vehicles.
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SAFETY SYSTEM FOR VEHICLES

The invention relates to vehicle safety systems including

warning means which provide safety information for example

to drivers of following vehicles.

A known warning means comprising a vehicle display system

is described in WO93/15931 which provides a display system

which indicates discrete ranges of deceleration of a

vehicle and which can also provide a display to indicate

that the vehicle is stationary. All the features of that

display system are incorporated in this specification

especially when referring to 23 progressive brake warning

(PBW) or ‘vehicle stationary indicator (VSI) display. A

known ground speed measuring device is disclosed in

WO92/Ol951 which uses a double horned radar device, again

the teachings of that specification are incorporated

herein.

The invention seeks, inter alia, to improve known vehicle

display systems and ground speed measuring systems.

According to one aspect of the invention there is provided

a safety system for vehicles comprising a controller fitted

in use to a subject vehicle, sensor means fitted to the

subject vehicle in use and operable to sense a distance of

separation and/or a relative velocity of a trailing vehicle

and operable to input data signals representative thereof

to the controller, velocity sensing means operable to sense

the velocity of the subject vehicle relative to the ground

and to input to the controller a velocity signal

representative thereof, wherein the controller is operable

to processes the received velocity signal and data signals

to determine the existence of an unsafe condition, and the

safety system further comprising warning means controlled
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by ‘the controller and operable to warn a driver of the

trailing vehicle of the existence of the unsafe condition.

Preferably the controller is operable to determine the

existence of the unsafe condition by determining a safe

distance corresponding to a safety envelope to the rear of

the subject vehicle within which any incursion by the

trailing vehicle constitutes the existence of an unsafe

condition.

This provides the advantage of assisting the driver of the

trailing vehicle to more accurately determine the safe

distance, drivers typically tending to underestimate the

safe distance in the absence of any such warning system.

The safe distance may be determined to be substantially the

safe stopping distance of a vehicle travelling at the

velocity of the trailing vehicle.

The safe stopping distance may be determined to be

proportional to the velocity of the subject vehicle.

Preferably the warning is terminated after the measured

value reaches a safe value. The warning can be provided by

a display operably carried by the subject vehicle and

positioned for viewing by the driver of the trailing

vehicle, and the display can comprise a row of lights.

The system may comprise means for warning that the subject

vehicle is stationary. The system can further comprise

means for providing warning of different levels of

deceleration of the subject vehicle. The warning means can

comprise an orange light display for the relative speed

and/or relative separation conditions and a red light

display for the vehicle stationary and/or levels of
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deceleration conditions. The relative separation and/or

relative speed warning may be overridden by the level of

deceleration warning.

The system in a preferred embodiment has a radar device

having two receiver antenna which device operably

communicates with a controller which is able thereby to

determine the direction of motion of the vehicle, and

warning means which is automatically actuated by the

controller to provide a warning when the vehicle moves.

A further warning means can be automatically activated when

the vehicle reverses and may comprise an array of lights

and/or means for generating sound.

The controller- may be operable to determine an enhanced

safe distance corresponding to an enlarged safety envelope

and the warning means may be further operable to indicate a

first level of warning corresponding to incursion by the

trailing vehicle into the enlarged safety envelope and a

second level of warning which is more prominently presented

to the driver than the first level of warning and

corresponds to any incursion into the safety envelope.

The size of the enhanced safe distance and enlarged safety

envelope will generally be predetermined so as to

correspond to typical parameters appropriate for driving

under adverse road conditions. These parameters may for

eXample be stored in a look up table allowing the

parameters to be determined from the signals received by

the controller together with the parameters defining the

normal safety envelope.

The safety system may comprise ground condition

communication means operable to input to the controller a
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signal representative of the condition of the ground and or

other driving conditions and wherein the controller is

operable to determine the enhanced safe distance

corresponding to the enlarged safety envelope according to

the extent to which the ground condition communication

means indicates adverse ground conditions likely to affect

traction between the subject vehicle and the ground.

The enhanced safety distance and enlarged safety envelope

may thereby be made adaptable to the prevailing driving

conditions and the ground condition communication means

would preferably function automatically to input data such

as whether rain, ice or snow was presenting a driving

hazard, the source of the data being either on board

sensors or telemetric links to an external system providing

relevant data.

Preferably the sensor means is operable to sense both the

distance of separation and the relative velocity of the

trailing vehicle and the controller is operable to

determine whether the relative velocity of the trailing

vehicle relative to the subject vehicle when entering the

enlarged safety envelope is greater than a threshold value

of relative velocity and, if so, is operable to actuate the

warning means to indicate the second level of warning.

This has the advantage of delivering a warning with full

prominence to the driver of the trailing vehicle before the

trailing vehicle has reached the main safety envelope in

order to give the maximum available warning to the driver

that his closing speed to the subject vehicle is excessive.

In a preferred embodiment the ground condition

communication means comprises means fitted to the subject

vehicle for sensing at least one of rain, snow and ice and
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communicating a signal representative thereof to the

controller.

The sensor means for sensing the distance and velocity of

the trailing vehicle may comprise a radar system

transmitting and receiving radar pulses, from which

received pulses information is derived sufficient to

determine both the proximity and relative speed of the

trailing vehicle.

The safety system may comprise communication means operable

between the controller of the subject vehicle and a warning

device fitted in use to the trailing vehicle, whereby the

warning means is operable to indicate a warning to the

driver of the trailing vehicle via the warning device.

The velocity sensing means may comprise a conventional

speed sensing device fitted to the vehicle's transmission

train and may for example include a hall effect sensor.

The velocity sensing means may alternatively comprise a

sensor mounted on the subject vehicle and responsive

independently of elements of the subject vehicle's

transmission train to movement of the ground relative to

the subject vehicle.

In a preferred embodiment the velocity sensing means

comprises a sensor constituted by a doppler shift radar

device.

An advantage of such sensing means is that it is free from

the errors inherent in determining velocity via the

transmission train which arise from variation in tyre

diameter due to varying inflation pressure, tyre wear or

other factors.
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The controller may also be operable to actuate an impact

absorbing device deployed internally or externally of the

subject vehicle.

The impact absorbing device may comprise an air bag

inflatable so as to be deployed externally of the subject

vehicle and/or bumpers extensible by means of hydraulic

rams operable to absorb energy upon impact.

The effects of impact may thereby be attenuated prior to

the point of collision between the subject vehicle and an

object which may be a trailing vehicle for example.

Another aspect of the invention provides a system for

vehicles having means for determining the magnitude of

acceleration and deceleration of the vehicle and output

means enabling the magnitude of acceleration and

deceleration to be interpreted by a third party remote from

the vehicle. The output means can comprise a visible

display having a first form of representation for

acceleration and a second form of representation for

deceleration. The display can comprise an array of lights

mountable on the side of a vehicle. A first coloured array

intensity of actuated lights of a given colour represents

the magnitude of the acceleration or deceleration.

This aspect of the invention has application for example to

racing cars and motorcycles where a visible display mounted

on either or both sides of the vehicles enable spectators

and cameras to perceive the rate of acceleration or

deceleration of the vehicle thereby adding interest and

enjoyment. Such displays would not be visible necessarily

1880



1881

WO 96102853 PCT/6395101670

10

15

20

25

3O

35

7

to the leading or trailing drivers so as to cause minimal
interference with the conduct of racing.

Also disclosed herein is a management system for a vehicle

comprising a ground speed sensor having means for

determining the true speed and direction of travel of the

vehicle and means for communicating the speed and direction

of travel of the vehicle to a controller which operably

controls a second vehicle device in response to the speed

or direction information.

Preferably the system is adapted to perform any one, or any

combination of the following functions: active sensing for

cruise control, or comparison with actual wheel speeds for

anti—lock braking systems and/or active traction control,

provision of any one of the following: driving speed over

ground display, distance covered, fuel economy measurement,

elapsed journey time and estimating time of arrival at

destination, average fuel economy over journey; automatic

triggering of airbags; change gear in electronic automatic

transmission vehicles.

Such a system can also include the features of all the

other aspects of the invention.

According to a further aspect of the invention there is

disclosed a safety system for vehicles comprising an anti—

lock braking system fitted to a subject vehicle and

operable to regulate operation of the subject vehicle's

brakes in response to a signal generated by a speed sensor

and representative of the speed of the subject vehicle

relative to the ground, characterised in that the speed

sensor is a radar system operable to direct radiation

towards the ground and to determine the speed by receiving

and analysing radiation reflected from the ground.
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The radar systenl may be operable to determine speed by

measurement of a doppler shift in the frequency of the

reflected radiation.

According to a further aspect of the invention, there is

disclosed a safety system for vehicles comprising at least

one impact energy absorbing device fitted to a subject

vehicle, sensor" means fitted to the subject vehicle and

operable to detect the proximity and closing speed of an

object external to the subject vehicle, determining means

responsive to output signals of the sensor means for

determining whether the object is about to impact with the

subject vehicle and actuating means responsive to the

determining means to actuate the at least one impact energy

absorbing device so as to be deployed at a position

externally of the subject vehicle so as to be between the

object and the subject vehicle.

The impact energy absorbing device may be an inflatable bag

device comprising two or more inflatable bags deployed when

inflated so as to constitute successive layers including an

inner bag proximate the subject vehicle and an outer bag

distal to the subject vehicle.

The safety system preferably comprises deflation means

operable to deflate one or more of the bags in response to

pressure within the respective bag exceeding a

predetermined pressure level.

The deflation means may be operable to deflate bags in

successive layers at pressure levels which decrease

progressively from the inner bag to the outer bag whereby

in use the outer bag is deflated prior to deflation of the
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inner bag in response to impact between the object and the

subject vehicle.

The deflation means may comprise rupturable membranes

forming parts of side walls of respective bags and arranged

to rupture at respective predetermined pressure levels.

In a preferred embodiment the air bag device comprises

three inflatable bags.

(The preferred comprising a plurality of air bag devices

located so as to be deployed at the front, rear, left side

and right side respectively of the subject vehicle

Alternatively the impact energy absorbing device comprises

at least one bumper extensible by means of hydraulic ram

means capable of absorbing energy when the bumper receives

an impact.

A yet further aspect of the invention provides a safety

system for vehicles comprising" a ground speed measuring

device and/or input detection means and a controller

operable to activate a spraying device to release safety

chemicals such as foams when an accident is likely.

Another aspect provides an antenna for a radar system

comprising means for coupling the antenna to a radar system

to enable electromagnetic radiation from the radar to be

transmitted through the antenna and for reflected radiation

to be passed back to the radar through the antenna, said

antenna further comprising a body portion which is wedge—

shaped. The wedge can taper to a tip of less than 1mm

thickness. Preferably the antenna is made at least

partially of PTFE.
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Yet another aspect of the invention provides a housing for

a radar system having means for communicating

‘electromagnetic radiation into a waveguide which directs

the radiation along two paths in two separate directions

each leading to an output, the housing being adapted to

accommodate receiving antennas in each of the radiation

paths, the housing further comprising wedge—shaped antenna

at the outputs for transmitting and collecting reflected

radiation. The receiving antenna accommodation can be

separated by half a wavelength of the radiation.

Another aspect of the invention provides a housing for a

radar system having an inlet for electromagnetic radiation

which leads to a waveguide which directs the radiation

along two paths to two separate outlet/inlet horns wherein

the horns taper along their length in one transverse

dimension relative to their longitudinal axis.

The horns can taper outwardly. The horns can be turned

inwardly such that radiation emitted from one horn is

directed to intersect with the radiation from the other.

Preferably the housing is adapted to accommodate two

receiving dipoles equidistantly spaced from a point where

the two paths meet.

Embodiments of the inventions will now be described, by way

of example only, with reference to the accompanying

drawings, in which:—

FIGURE 1 is a schematic front elevational view of vehicle

display systems according to the invention;

FIGURE 2a is a schematic plan view of two vehicles fitted

with a vehicle display according to the invention;
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FIGURE 28 shows a second embodiment of the display shown in

Figure 1 in an active state;

FIGURE 3 shows a front elevational view of part of the

radar system according to the invention;

FIGURE 4 is a plan view from below of the radar part shown

in Figure 3;

FIGURE 5 is a rear elevational view of the radar device

shown in Figures 3 and 4; whilst

FIGURE 6 is a sectional view taken along 6-6 of Figure 5;

FIGURE 7 provides five views (A to E) of a wedge device

suitable for use in a radar system according to the

invention;

FIGURE 8 provides three views of a second embodiment of a

wedge according to the invention;

FIGURE 9 is a sectional side view of a second radar system

according to the invention;

FIGURE 10 is a plan view of a vehicle having an airbag

system according to the invention; and

FIGURE 11 provides two sectional side elevation views of a

door panel having airbags according to the invention.

Referring to Figure 1 there is shown a display system 10

according to the invention comprising a safety display

constituted by a first light array 12 for providing warning

signals relating to relative parameters between a subject

vehicle 16 and trailing vehicle 18 as shown in Figure 2a.
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A display comprising a second light array 14 can provide

information relating to the level of deceleration of the

subject vehicle and/or whether the vehicle is stationary or

not. Thus the second light array 14 is similar to that

described in WO93/15931 and can be operated in the same

manner as described therein or alternatively using the

system to be described here. The second light array 14

comprises a central lamp 15a and four pairs of lamps 15b,

15c, 15d and 15e. Central lamp 15a can be a central high

mount stop lamp (CHMSL) which is triggered by a switch on

the brake pedals of a vehicle and not used under PBW or VSI

conditions. Pairs of lamps 15b to 15e can then act in the

same manner as lamps 10 to 17 described in w093/15931 for

example.

When acting as a vehicle stationary indicator (VSI) a

preferred from of display is to illuminate all lamps 15 in

the second light array 14 at a starting point in a cyclic

variation in the number of lamps illuminated. The second

stage is to deactivate central lamp 15a, then to illuminate

all lamps, followed by deactivating both lamps 15b and then

lighting all lamps. This is followed by deactivating both

lamps 150 momentarily and then activate all lamps and so on

until all pairs of lamps have been deactivated in

succession and the cycle begins again. For example, the

time period for each step could be less than 1 second and

preferably in the order of 0.1 second.

As can be seen from Figures 1 and 2b, the individual lamps

15 are preferably distinguishable frOm one another. The

Width of separating sections 11 between lamps 15 can be as

much as the width of the lamps for example. In another

form, section 11 can have a variable width to ensure that

the lamps remain distinguishable when a trailing vehicle 18

is some distance behind. A proximity sensor, if used only
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for the function of determining separation need only

comprise a one horn version of the radar described later.

Thus the stationary indication signal is found to be very

effective since a clear array of lamps, such as red lamps,

is displayed at the rear of the subject vehicle 16 which is

‘apparently expanding due to the outward motion of the

deactivated pairs of lamps. With regard to use of second

light array 14 as progressive brake warning display (PBWD)

it is found that the initial levels at which the pairs of

lamps 15 are illuminated are optimally for deceleration in

the ranges 0.05—0.1g and 0.1-0.25g, say. Advantageously,

by using a ranging device, or proximity sensor, these

ranges can be varied depending on the proximity and/or

closing speed of the trailing vehicle 18. For example the

initial level of PBW could be illuminated for deceleration

in the range 0.025 to 0.05g; the second level becoming 0.05

to 0.19, for example, and so on. Thus, of course, the PBw

signal could be illuminated at the same time as the first

light array 12 to provide an enhanced danger warning to a

driver of a trailing vehicle, or other forms of display as

described later could be provided.

In an improved system over that described in wo93/15931, a

radar system similar to that described in wo92/01951, or as

described later herein, can be used to provide information

regarding subject vehicle velocity and direction of travel.

By sampling ground speed measurements rapidly and using a

time reference a microprocessor control system can for

example provide accurate information about a vehicle's

acceleration or deceleration at any given time.

Accordingly, such a system can suitably be used to control

the display shown on the second light array 14.
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Such a microprocessor control system linked to such a

ground speed sensor can be used to provide a velocity

readout to the driver of the subject vehicle 16, also

information regarding the distance covered in a given

journey can be relayed to the driver or otherwise logged.

A key feature is that the speed sensor can very accurately

measure actual, true or absolute, speed over the ground, or

changes therein. It is not dependent for example on the

diameter of tyres as is a system which counts the rate of

rotation of a vehicles' tyres. Such known systems are

prone to large errors in the order of 5% of the actual

speed and critically this error increases with use of the

tyres due to wear (and a reduction of tyre diameter) and

also critically with increasing speed of vehicle.

By inputting information to the microprocessor regarding

the fuel consumption of an engine, fuel economy can be

calculated and for example information can be provided to

the driver regarding the most appropriate gear to be

selected. Information regarding acceleration or

deceleration can be provided to the driver. Additionally,

in a preferred form, an acceleration and deceleration

display is provided by an array of lamps comprising two

rows, one to indicate the level of acceleration for example

in green and a second row to indicate the level of

deceleration in red. Such an array of lamps can be

attached to the side of a racing car for example such as a

formula one vehicle in order to provide spectators with an

indication of the changing speed of the racing car. Of

course, alternative displays on the vehicle might be used

instead of rows of lamps.

By providing a keypad or other communication means for a

driver to input information to the microprocessor, a

sophisticated vehicle management system can be provided.

1888



1889

 

WO 96/02853 PC'I‘IGB95I01670

10

15

20

25

30

35

15

For example, the driver could inform the system of his

present location and destination such that the system can

calculate the distance of journey from a database of

journey distances. The driver can then be provided with

distance remaining information and estimated times of

arrival, as well as average fuel economy over journey.

Alternatively, the information might be stored rather than

displayed to the driver and extracted for example when

servicing the vehicle in order to observe if any

significant change in performance of the vehicle has taken

place.

The ground speed sensing system of wo92/01951 as adapted

herein, can also be used in active sensing for cruise

control applications. Additionally, comparison of ground

speed with wheel speed can be used in anti-lock braking

systems and traction control systems for either two or four

wheel vehicles for example. Thus, accurate ground speed

measurement can be used to control the optimum rate of

pumping of brakes in an ABS system. In particular, an

intelligent ABS system can be provided which when the

vehicle is travelling at low speeds, overrides the anti—

lock braking system in order to allow wheel locking which

can be useful in certain conditions such as in snow or

similar conditions. Similarly, the accurate ground speed

measurements can be used to compare the speed of revolution

of tyres, or other traction means such as trail wheels or

tank treads for example, of a vehicle in order to enhance

traction control systems. In known systems an independent

vehicle speed measurement is not made and thus the present

system can be used to accurately predict the required tyre

revolution rate for a given speed.

The display constituted by the first light array 12 shown

in Figure 1 comprises an array of seven lamps 13 which are
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operated using a microprocessor control system not shown.

The control system is designed to activate display 12 to

provide a warning signal to a driver of the trailing

vehicle 18 when the trailing vehicle is closing too rapidly

on the subject vehicle 16 for example, alternatively a

warning signal is displayed when the trailing vehicle 18 is

too close to the subject vehicle 16. Even if they are

travelling at the same speed for example, there are known

safe stopping distances such as those published by the

Minister of Transport, in which a vehicle will stop when

the brakes are applied. Accordingly, by knowing the

velocity of the subject vehicle 16 for example preferably

using the radar ground sensing system described herein,

which provides therefore a true ground speed, or other

means in communication with a microprocessor control system

and by using a proximity sensor 20 to determine the

separation of the subject vehicle 16 from the trailing

vehicle 18 a safety envelope can be created behind the

subject vehicle 16. Intrusion in the envelope by the

trailing vehicle 18 causes an initial level of lamps 13 in

array 12 to be lit.

For example, all lamps 13 could be illuminated.

Alternatively, only lamps 13a and 13b might be illuminated

in the first instance when the safe distance is broken by

the trailing vehicle 18 and pair 13c might be illuminated

if the trailing vehicle then encroaches a further

predetermined distance and similarly 13d could be activated

upon a further encroachment. For example, the safe

separation distance (or stopping distance) of vehicles

travelling at 30mph is 25 metres such that in an example

lamp 13a might be illuminated if the trailing vehicle 18

encroaches more than 25 metres behind the subject vehicle

16, lamp 13b could be illuminated in addition to lamp 13a

if the trailing vehicle gets closer than 20 metres. Lamp
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13c could be illuminated if 'the trailing vehicle comes

closer than 15 metres and 13d could be illuminated when the

trailing vehicle reaches 10 metres from the subject vehicle

16. In a further example, all the lamps may be turned on

and off if the trailing vehicle gets still closer.

Thus a warning system has been described using a ground

speed sensor for a subject vehicle 16 coupled by a

microprocessor with a proximity sensor 20. In a more

sophisticate version, proximity sensor 20 could be a radar

device described herein for measuring velocity and could

therefore be used to measure the relative velocity of a

subject vehicle 16 and trailing vehicle 18. By knowing the

closing speed of the trailing vehicle 18 predetermined

values could be used to trigger warning displays if the

closing speed is too great. For example, a look-up table

or database could again be provided for unsafe closing

speeds. This look-up table might again be varied according

to the velocity of the subject vehicle 16 in a similar

manner to the safe stopping distance, or safety envelope

distance. Therefore, whilst the safety envelope distance

at 30mph is 25 metres, if the trailing vehicle is closing

too rapidly, say, a difference in speed of 30mph, then the

warning signal could be activated even when the trailing

vehicle 18 is 50 metres behind the subject vehicle 16.

In an alternative form, the activation of the warning

display, in other words the value of the safe limit,

depends on the prevailing road conditions. It might be,

for example that, a keypad or other communication means is

provided so that the driver can input information regarding

weather conditions. Alternatively, a sensor could be

provided which is linked to the microprocessor to indicate

whether the road is wet and the severity of the wet, icy or

snowy conditions. Alternatively, such information could be
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provided on a local basis using a regional radio system to

update a microprocessor memory via a radio receiver. In

this way hazardous weather conditions can automatically be

put into a vehicle management system comprising the

processor herein described. Additionally, this system is

advantageous in that when the vehicle is driving over long

distances changes in weather conditions from one region to

another can automatically be input to the microprocessor.

The information regarding the weather might be obtained for

example by enabling the warning system controller to

ascertain if the windscreen wipers are in use or have been

in use recently due to rain (and not used with a water

spray to clean the windscreen). Alternatively, or as well,

frost sensors, such as air temperature sensors (with

adjustment for wind chill e.g. through look—up data) can be

used. Thus, safe stopping distances can be adjusted for

prevailing weather conditions, again by providing stored

values according to weather and possibly for different

severities of poor weather. Alternatively, a two level

warning system can be provided wherein, a first warning,

e.g. turn on all lamps 13, when a trailing vehicle 18

encroaches within the safe stopping distance of the subject

vehicle 16 for poor weather, and a second warning e.g.

flash all or some lamps 13, if the trailing vehicle

encroaches within the safe stopping distance for good

conditions. The latter warning is intended to be

especially irritating to cause the driver to pull back.

Multiple levels of warning for closer encroachment could be

an increase in the frequency and/or intensity of the

flashing lamps. For example flash rates could be increased

in 2H2 increments from 2H2 upwards for increasing

proximity. Also, it is possible to illuminate lamps 13 in

different patterns, e.g. randomly, or 13a alone then all

pairs 13b, 13c and 13d together.
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Thus, the display constituted by the first light array 12

could be used in a two—stage signal for example

illuminating only lamps 13a and 13b in good weather

conditions but illuminating all seven lamps 13a to 13g when

weather conditions are poor even though the value of the

safety envelope has been increased.

Naturally, when the trailing vehicle 18 falls away from the

subject vehicle 16 beyond the safety envelope limit or

decelerates to a level below the unsafe closing speed, then

the warning display can be automatically deactivated.

In a preferred form of the display system 10 the row of

lamps 15 are red whilst lamps 13 are yellow. They are

preferably positioned in the lower part of the rear window

of the subject vehicle 16 or similar position so that they

can easily be seen the by a driver of the trailing vehicle
18.

In an alternative form of the safety warning system, rather

than providing the first light array 12, it would be

possible to link the microprocessor to an existing fog lamp

on 'the subject vehicle 16 and to activate the fog lamp

automatically when any of the present conditions are

violated. Naturally, rather than using a database of look-

up tables, the microprocessor might use an algorithm to

calculate safe values for any given set of conditions.

In an alternative form, only a single row of lamps is

provided so that the first' light array 12 is dispensed

with. The individual portions of the second light display

such as 15a and 15b could comprise reflectors or

translucent coverings of different colours in front of

bulbs actuated for the different systems (safety envelope,

VSI, PBW). In another preferred form, say seven red LED's
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are provided for each lamp portion (15a say) to represent

the progressive brake warning display and the vehicle

stationary indication whilst seven yellow LED's are

provided for each segment to represent the safety warning

display. In this case, the progressive brake warning

system could take priority over the safety envelope

information and for example expand the number of red lights

could chase yellow lights outwards such that depending on

the level of deceleration and the extend of violation of

the safety distances, both red and yellow lights could be

displayed at the same time. For example, if the proximity

violation signal was set, causing illumination of central

lamp 15a and pair of lamps 15b, any light braking would

automatically change lamp 15a to red (in this manner acting

as a CHMSL) whilst lamps 15c could also be actuated to emit

yellow light as well as lamps 15b. Naturally, since the

subject vehicle 16 is decelerating at this time, further

yellow lamps might be illuminated if the trailing vehicle

18 does not take appropriate action by decelerating itself.

In an alternative form, the severity of encroachment or

level of deceleration can be displayed by increasing the

intensity of the lamps actuated in the display system 10.

A useful way of varying the light intensity is to drive

LED's using a pulse train, the frequency of which is

increased in order to increase intensity. For example, by

driving a first lamp or LED array at say 67 Hertz (or other

frequency above that perceived by the eye as flashing) a

first level of intensity is perceived. As a second stage

of illumination, a first and second lamp might be driven

at, say, 90 Hertz or approximately a 30% increase in rate.

A further level of severity depicted by the warning display

can be achieved by increasing the number of lamps

displayed, for example, lamps 15a to 15c and increasing the

rate of illuminating by a further 30%. A yet further level
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can be achieved for example by illuminating lamps 15a to

15d and further increasing the repetition rate by say 40%

so 'that the lamps are actuated twice as quickly as the

original rate. This results in an increase in intensity of

the lamp of some 40 to 50%. By way of example of the

display, Figure 2b shows the situation of light braking

discussed earlier and also vehicle encroachment within the

safety envelope. Hence, CHMSL 15a is illuminated and also

essential and in a pair of lamps of the first light array

12 are illuminated.

Beneficially the rise time to near maximum intensity of an

LED is much shorter than that for a standard bulb, this

means, for example, that a much quicker initial display

effect can be achieved as well as enabling the pulse

control just described for relatively short 'on' pulses

without loss of performance. A further advantage of using

LEDs is that they can emit light e.g. directionally and

thus the drivers of cars in lanes adjacent the subject

vehicle 16 need not have the safety display forced on them,

or at least not a bright display. Means can be used to

make the LEDs appear as one light - such as by a focusing

lens, or the display can allow the LEDs to be seen

individually.

For all the systems described a similar safety display can

be provided inside the trailing vehicle 18 which is visible

to the driver. Thus communication means between vehicles

can be used.

Referring to Figures 3 to 5 there is shown a first

embodiment of a housing 30 comprising a front plate 31 for

a radar device according to the invention. Housing 30

comprises an input channel 42 which splits into two

channels 40 which lead to two outlet/inlets or horns 32 and
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34. A radiation generator 36 produces electromagnetic

radiation of a suitable wavelength such as in the microwave

or radio wavelength regime. For example, microwave

radiation in the order of 24.125 giga Hertz can be used

where the dimension E of input waveguide or channel 42

could be 4.32mm. The basic operation of the radar is known

from wo92/01951 and it will be appreciated therefore that

the radiation passes through channels 40 and horns 32 and

34 which then also act as receivers which return reflected

radiation back to channel 40 where a signal is received by

dipole antennas or, as referred to in the art, diodes 44

suitably positioned equidistantly from axis C running

through channel 42. The diodes 44 can be positioned one

quarter wavelength apart from axis C such that dimension D

could be about 17mm and naturally the wavelength of the

radiation could be varied in order to ensure that the

diodes 44 are suitably positioned. Other electronics used

in the processing of the signal from diodes 44 can be

placed in cavity 38 between the horns 32 and 34.

Preferably the cavity is protected by a plate 52 as shown

in Figure 4 which extends across cavity 38 from the ends of

housing 30.

It can be seen from Figure 4 that whilst horns 32 and 34

are flared in the front elevation shown in Figure 3, they

have a uniform depth. This is quite unlike known housings

of this type wherein the horn is also tapered in this

direction. This provides the benefit of reduced

manufacturing costs when preparing front plate 31 for

housing 30. For example, the housing block can be cast,

moulded or milled or otherwise suitably formed but does not

now require a difficult shape to be produced for the horns

32 and 34. As shown in the front elevational view of rear

plate 48 of housing 30 and in particular in Figure 6 of the

section taken along line 6-6, the rear wall 50 of back
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plate 48 is flat from left to right and so it too is no

longer tapered in the transverse direction. Additionally,

by providing a large cavity particular advantages are

obtained in being able to place all the electronics used to

drive the radar within this cavity. This is also found to

reduce manufacturing costs as well as reduce

electromagnetic interference in operation. Additionally,

benefits are obtained in the ease of fitting the radar

system to the subject vehicle 16 for example or other body

since only the housing itself needs to be attached and a

simple communication channel can then be connected to the

radar to communicate with the vehicle or other system. For

example a simple cable connection could be used for a

communication path and this could also provide a path for

power supply to the radar.

In an alternative embodiment a wedge such as 60 or 70 as

shown in Figures 7 and 8 respectively is used in place of a

horn on a radar device of Figure 3. For example, housing

plate 31 could be used by removing horns 32 and 34 along

with the rest of the casing to leave a rectangular aperture

at point 46 at the ends of channel 40. A wedge 60 or 70

having a suitably sized connecting lug 62 or 72

respectively can then be inserted into the channel at point

46 to provide both a transmitter and receiver for the

radar. A radar 90 is shown in Figure 9 which could

comprise wedges 60 or 70.

As can be seen from Figure 7e, the antenna 60 can be seen

to be wedge shaped, tapering in its transverse dimension

from a rectangle at the connecting end adjacent to lug 62

to a tip 66 at the other end. Three views are provided of

a further embodiment of a wedge shaped antenna 70 where its

dimensions could for example be as follows: 80, 10.68mm;

81, 10mm; 82, 13mm; 83, 60mm; 84, 10.68mm; 85,
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approximately 1mm but preferably less; 86, 4.68mm; and 88,
6mm. The antenna could for example be made from PTFE but

other suitable materials could be used which are

transparent to microwaves and, radiowaves, or the

particular type of radiation being used.

As can be seen from the drawings, the antenna tapers in

only one dimension and is therefore relatively simple to
manufacture. The orientation of the antenna relative to a

suitably adapted housing 30 is such that antenna 60 or 70

is positioned so that its inwardly directed taper is in the
same direction as the outwardly directed taper of horns 32

and 34 shown in Figure 3. Thus, if inserted at points 46

in Figure 3, antenna 60 would appear as shown in Figure 7a.

A particular benefit of using wedge antennas is that they

themselves prevent the ingress of dirt or other particles

into the radar housing.

As is known from W092/01957, there are certain critical

factors necessary to obtain accurate directional and speed

information front a radar of the type having two mixing

points for reception of a signal by two diodes. The
skilled man is therefore referred to that document for

reference to how to obtain the information from such a

system, and all such information is incorporated herein by
reference.

It is found that by reducing the cost of manufacture and

improving for example the ease of fitting of a suitable

radar system, a device can be provided which can more

economically be produced and viably used to obtain the

benefits of the system.

The reduction in cost of this type of radar enable it to be

used for example in proximity sensing to determine the
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speed and direction monitoring. Therefore, a radar system

'of the above designs can be used in relation to the display

system described in W093/15931 to provide both the

information for determining deceleration of a vehicle

independent of the braking system and also for providing a

proximity sensor in order to terminate the display signal

as described in that patent. Since the data devised from

such a system provides directional information, it can be

linked to any safety system described herein to give a

warning regarding the direction of movement for example of

a vehicle. This is beneficial for large vehicles

especially when reversing and an audible as well as visual

warning can be given.

Figure 9 shows a radar system 90 capable of the various

functions described herein, where the waveguide horn 60 are

additionally perfected by a housing comprising a series of

shields 92, 93 and 94 which protect the radar waveguide and

horns from outside elements. Each of the protection panels

92 to 94 comprise an aperture 95 which enables a beam B to

be reflect on an internal reflector 91 thereby enabling

beams to be received and transmitted from horn 60. The

radar system 90 comprising an incoming waveguide 96 from a

radar or microwave source for example, and receiving diodes

not shown.

Beneficially the radar, or ground speed sensor 90, is easy

to manufacture, low cost and can house all the electronics

at the back of its casing thereby reducing space

requirement and enabling ease of fitting to the underside

of a vehicle chassis for example. Advantageously, the

surrounding casing 97 protects the antenna 60 and

electronics from water and dirt for example. Thus, the
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attenuation of signals due to these factors can be

mitigated.

Figure 10 shows a vehicle V having an airbag system

according to the invention. The airbag system comprises

airbags 100, 102, 104 and 106 which protrude outwardly from

the side and end panelling of the vehicle. The entire side

and end surfaces of a vehicle could be protected with such

an airbag system in a preferred form. In Figure 10 the

airbags 100 to 106 are shown in an expanded operable

position ready to absorb impact from another vehicle or

crash barrier for example.

Figure 11 shows one airbag e.g. 102, in a contracted state

within a recess 108 in the vehicle side panel P. The

airbag can be expanded using for example a pressurized gas

system 110, in an emergency. Each airbag and airbag

chamber can be inflated separately. For example, airbags

at the front of the vehicle can be activated upon rapid

deceleration of the vehicle detected by a ground speed

sensor described herein for example. As a very final

response level in the intelligent safety envelope system

described herein, airbag 106 could be expanded or deployed

if the safety system detects that the trailing vehicle 18

is approaching vehicle V at a rate that impact is

inevitable.

In a preferred form as shown here, the airbags e.g. 102

comprise a series of airbag compartments such as 118, 120

and 122. All three airbags are housed within recess 108

and protected by device 116 which can attach to the vehicle

side panelling. In the expanded state, all three protrude

from the vehicle side panelling as to provide cushioning

against impact. Preferably, the compartments are

rupturable separately from one another and are not of the
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known vented type. More preferably the compartments are

rupturable at different internal pressures by for example

airbag 118 ruptures at a lower pressure than airbag 120

which in turn explodes at a lower pressure compared to

airbag 122. Thus a cascade of energy absorbing impacts

between the airbags and an external body is provided.

For example, the individual airbag compartment 118 etc can

be made for example from a somewhat elastic resilient

material which is provided with a rupturable device of some

description which is calibrated to allow gas to escape from

the compartment when the internal pressure within the

compartment exceeds a predetermined level. In an

alternative form, the internal bag bursts at the lowest

pressure with the cascade working in the opposite sense

described above. In alternative forms, any number of bags

or compartments can be provided in a series extending

outwardly from the vehicle from say 2 to 10 or more.

Beneficially, the airbags help to prevent intrusion of an

outside object into a vehicle. Additionally, the corners

of a vehicle can be protected by providing overlapping

airbags from the sides and ends of a vehicle as shown at

position 0 in Figure 10. The airbags could be made from

extremely strong materials such as plastics or fibrous

composites for example which resist bursting other than by

the designed rupturable means. Thus, the airbags will

protect the driver or passengers in the vehicle from sharp

objects since the bags will tend to resist intrusion of a

sharp object due to the strong materials.

The side input airbags/compartments can be inflated upon

detection of a closing object using a proximity sensor

positioned to detect objects at the side of the vehicle.

Preferably the sensor enables calculation of the closing
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speed of the object and whether impact is inevitable.

Inflation of any of the external airbags could also be used

to cause inflation of any internal airbags.

The air bags of Figure 10 may be replaced by bumpers

disposed along the rear of the subject vehicle and

optionally the sides and front of the subject vehicle, the

bumpers being mounted on rapidly extensible hydraulic rams

of a type which facilitate the absorption of impact energy.

Instead of inflating air bags as described above, the

hydraulic rams could be actuated by the controller in order

to deploy the bumpers in order to provide means for

absorbing impact energy. The controller would therefore be

operable to determine from proximity and closing velocity
information whether an impact with a trailing vehicle or

other object was likely to be about to occur and to actuate

the impact energy absorbing means accordingly so as to

deploy either the air bag or bumper devices to positions

externally of the subject vehicle and between the object

and the subject vehicle at the expected point of impact.

Throughout the description and claims the term trailing
vehicle is used to indicate a vehicle separate from the

subject vehicle and which is generally proceeding so as to

follow the subject vehicle, typically along a common

roadway or railway.
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ELAEEE

1. A safety system (10) for vehicles comprising a

controller fitted in use to a subject vehicle (16), sensor

means (20) fitted to the subject vehicle in use and

operable to sense a distance of separation and/or a

relative velocity of a trailing vehicle (18) and operable

to input data signals representative thereof to the

controller, velocity sensing means (97) operable to sense

the velocity of the subject vehicle relative to the ground

and to input to the controller a velocity signal

representative thereof, wherein the controller is operable

to processes the received velocity signal and data signals

to determine the existence of an unsafe condition, and the

safety system further comprising warning means (10)

controlled by the controller and operable to warn a driver

of the trailing vehicle of the existence of the unsafe

condition.

2. A safety system as claimed in clain1 1 wherein the

controller is operable to determine the existence of the

unsafe condition by determining a safe distance

corresponding to a safety envelope to the rear of the

subject vehicle within which any incursion by the trailing

vehicle constitutes the existence of an unsafe condition.

3. A safety system as claimed in claim 2 wherein the safe

distance is determined to be substantially the safe

stopping distance of a vehicle travelling at the velocity

of the trailing vehicle.

4. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 1 and 2

wherein the safe stopping distance is determined to be

proportional to the velocity of the subject vehicle.
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5. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 2 to 4

wherein the controller is operable to determine an enhanced

safe distance corresponding to an enlarged safety envelope

and wherein the warning means is operable to indicate a

first level of warning corresponding to incursion by the

trailing vehicle into the enlarged safety envelope and a

second level of warning which is more prominently presented

to the driver than the first level of warning and

corresponds to any incursion into the safety envelope.

6. A safety system as claimed in claim 5 comprising

ground condition communication means operable to input to

the controller a signal representative of the condition of

the ground and or other driving conditions and wherein the

controller is operable to determine the enhanced safe

distance corresponding to the enlarged safety envelope

according to the extent to which the ground condition

communication means indicates adverse ground conditions

likely to affect traction between the subject vehicle and

the ground.

7. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 5 and 6

wherein the sensor means is operable to sense both the

distance of separation and the relative velocity of the

trailing vehicle and wherein the controller is operable to

determine whether the relative velocity of the trailing

vehicle relative to the subject vehicle when entering the

enlarged safety envelope is greater than a threshold value

of relative velocity and, if so, is operable to actuate the

warning means to indicate the second level of warning.

8. A safety system as claimed in clainl 7 wherein the

ground condition communication means comprises means fitted

to the subject vehicle for sensing at least one of rain,
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snow and ice and communicating a signal representative

thereof to the controller.

9. A safety system as claimed in any preceding claim

wherein the sensor means comprises a radar system

transmitting and receiving radar pulses, from which

received pulses information is derived sufficient to

determine both the proximity and relative speed of the

following vehicle.

10. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 5 to 9

wherein the warning means comprises a display (10) carried

by the subject vehicle and positioned for viewing by the

driver of the trailing vehicle.

11. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 5 to 10

further comprising communication means operable between the

controller of the subject vehicle and a warning device

fitted in use to the trailing vehicle, whereby the warning

means is operable to indicate a warning to the driver of

the trailing vehicle via the warning device.

12. A safety system as claimed in any preceding claim

wherein the velocity sensing means comprises a sensor (97)

mounted on the subject vehicle and responsive independently

of elements of the subject vehicle's transmission train to

movement of the ground relative to the subject vehicle.

13. A safety system as claimed in claim 12 wherein the

velocity sensing means comprises a sensor constituted by a

doppler shift radar device.

14. A safety system as claimed in any preceding claim

wherein the controller is operable to actuate an impact
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absorbing device (100, 102, 104, 106) deployed internally

or externally of the subject vehicle.

15. A safety system as claimed in claim 14 wherein the

impact absorbing’ device comprises an air bag (100, 102,

104, 106) inflatable so as to be deployed externally of the

subject vehicle and/or bumpers extensible by means of

hydraulic rams operable to absorb energy upon impact.

16. A safety system for vehicles having means fitted in

use to a subject vehicle for determining the magnitude of

acceleration and deceleration of the subject vehicle and

connected to a visible display mounted on the subject

vehicle operable to indicate to an observer remote from the

vehicle the magnitude of acceleration and deceleration.

17. A safety system as claimed in claim 16 wherein the

visible display comprises an array of lights mounted on the

side or sides of the subject vehicle.

18. A safety system as claimed in claim 17 wherein a

first coloured array of lights represents acceleration and

a second coloured array of lights represents deceleration,

the number and/or intensity of actuated lights of a given

colour representing the magnitude of the acceleration or

deceleration respectively.

19. A safety system for vehicles comprising an anti-lock

braking system fitted to a subject vehicle and operable to

regulate operation of the subject vehicle's brakes in

response to a signal generated by a speed sensor and

representative of the speed of the subject vehicle relative

to the ground, characterised in that the speed sensor is a

radar system (97) operable to direct radiation towards the
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ground and to determine the speed by receiving and

analysing radiation reflected from the ground.

20. A safety system as claimed in claim 19 wherein the

radar system is operable to determine speed by measurement

of a doppler shift in the frequency of the reflected
radiation.

21. A safety system for vehicles comprising at least one

impact energy absorbing device (100, 102, 104, 106) fitted

to a subject vehicle, determining means responsible to

output signals of the sensor means for determining whether

the object is about to impact with the subject vehicle and

actuating means responsive to the determining means to

actuate the at least one impact energy absorbing device so

as to be deployed at a position externally of the subject

vehicle so as to be between the object and the subject

vehicle.

22. A safety system as claimed in claim 21 wherein the

impact energy absorbing device is an inflatable bag device

comprising two or more inflatable bags (118, 120, 122)

deployed when inflated so as to constitute successive

layers including an inner bag (122) proximate the subject

vehicle and an outer bag (118) distal to the subject

vehicle.

23. A safety system as claimed in claim 22 comprising

deflation means operable to deflate one or more of the bags

in response to pressure within the respective bag exceeding

a predetermined pressure level.

24. A safety system as claimed in claim 23 wherein the

deflation means is operable to deflate bags in successive

layers at pressure levels which decrease progressively from
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the inner bag to the outer bag whereby in use the outer bag

is deflated prior to deflation of the inner bag in response

to impact between the object and the subject vehicle.

25. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 23 and 24

wherein the deflation means comprises rupturable membranes

forming parts of side walls of respective bags and arranged

to rupture at respective predetermined pressure levels.

26. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 21 to 25

wherein the air bag device comprises three inflatable bags.

27. A safety system as claimed in any of claims 21 to 26

comprising a plurality of air bag devices (100, 102, 104,

106) located so as to be deployed at the front, rear, left

side and right side respectively of the subject vehicle.

28. A safety system as claimed in claim 21 wherein the

impact energy absorbing device comprises at least one

bumper extensible by means of hydraulic ram means capable

of absorbing energy when the bumper receives an impact.
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ENGLISH-ASST:

Apparatus for optimizing operation of an engine—driven vehicle. The apparatus includes a
processor subsystem, a memory subsystem, a road speed sensor, an engine speed sensor, a
manifold pressure sensor, a throttle position sensor, a radar detector for determining the

distance separating the vehicle from an object in front of it, a windshield wiper sensor for
indicating whether a windshield wiper of the vehicle is activated, a brake sensor for determining
whether the brakes of the vehicle have been activated, a fuel overinjection notification circuit

for issuing notifications that excessive fuel is being supplied to the engine of the vehicle, an
upshift notification circuit for issuing notifications that the engine of the vehicle is being
operated at an excessive engine speed, a downshift notification circuit for issuing notifications
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that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an insufficient engine speed, a vehicle
proximity alarm circuit for issuing an alarm that the vehicle is too close to an object in front of
the vehicle and a throttle controller for automatically reducing the amount of fuel supplied to

the engine if the vehicle is too close to the object in front of it. Based upon data received from
the sensors and data stored in the memory subsystem, the processor determines whether to
activate the fuel overinjection notification circuit, the upshift notification circuit, the downshift
notificationcircuit, the vehicle proximity alarm circuit or the throttle controller.

NO-OF-CLAIMS: 32

NO-OF-FIGURES: 3

NO-DRWNG-PP: 3

SUMMARY:

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to an apparatus for optimizing vehicle operation and,

more particularly, relates to a system which both notifies the driver of recommended
corrections in vehicle operation and, under certain conditions, automatically initiates selected
corrective action.

2. Description of Related Art

It has long been recognized that the improper operation of a vehicle may have many adverse
effects. For example, the fuel efficiency of a vehicle may'vary dramatically based upon how the
vehicle is operated. More specifically, operating a vehicle at excessive speed, excessive RPM
and/or excessive manifold pressure will result in both reduced fuel economy and increased
operating costs. The aforementioned increased operating costs can be quite considerable,
particularly for an owner or operator of a fleet of vehicles. To correct these types of improper
vehicle operations are often surprisingly simple. For example, upshifting the drive gear will

typically eliminate an excessive RPM condition. However, even when the solution is quite
simple, oftentimes, the driver will be unaware of the need to take corrective action.

A variety of patents have disclosed systems, commonly referred to as "shift prompters", which
monitor the operation of a vehicle and advises the operator of the vehicle when to take certain

actions. Numerous ones of these devices include sensors which measure engine speed and
vehicle speed. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,492,112 to Igarashi et al., U.S. Pat. No.
4,631,515 to Blee et al. and U.S. Pat. No. 4,701,852 to Ulveland. Certain ones, however,
disclose the use of other types of sensors as well. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,524,460 to
Weber is directed to a driving aid indicator which includes vehicle speed, manifold pressure,

throttle position and engine speed sensors. U.S. Pat. No. 4,752,883 to Asakura et al. and U.S.
Pat. No. 4,868,756 to Kawanabe et al. are directed to upshift notification devices which include
sensors for measuring engine speed, vehicle speed, manifold pressure and cooling water
temperature. Finally, U.S. Pat. No. 4,853,673 to Kido et al. discloses a shift indicator system
which includes sensors for measuring engine speed and throttle position. Generally, the above-
listed patents all provide displays intended to enable the driver to operate the vehicle in a ’
manner leading to uniform performance and maximum fuel economy. However, Blee et al.
discloses the use of audible warnings as well as a speed controller to prevent further increases
in engine speed if the driver ignores previously issued warnings.

Improper vehicle operation has other adverse effects as well. It is well known that the faster a
vehicle travels, the longer it takes to stop. Thus, what may be a safe separation distance
between successive vehicles when a vehicle is traveling at 35 mph may be unsafe if that vehicle

is traveling at 50 mph. Road conditions also play a role in determining the safe separation
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.distance between vehicles. For example, greater separation distances are generally
recommended when roads are wet. As a result, therefore, based on the combination of a

vehicle's speed, the distance separating the vehicle from a second vehicle in front of it and road
conditions, many vehicles are operated unsafely. To correct this situation, a reduction in

operating speed, an increase in vehicle separation or some‘combination thereof, is required.

It may be readily seen from the foregoing that it would be desirable to provide a system which
integrates the ability to issue audible warnings which advise the driver to correct operation of
the vehicle in a manner which will enhance the efficient operation thereof with the ability to

automatically take corrective action if the vehicle is being operated unsafely. It is, therefore,
the object of the invention to provide such a system.

In one embodiment, the present invention is directed to an apparatus for optimizing operation
of an engine-driven vehicle. The apparatus includes a processor subsystem, a memory

subsystem, plural sensors, including road speed, manifold pressure and throttle position
sensors,.for collectively monitoring operation of the vehicle and a fuel overinjection notification

circuit for issuing notifications that excessive fuel is being supplied to the engine of the Vehicle.
The processor subsystem receives data from the sensors and, from the received data,
determines when to activate the fuel overinjection circuit. In one aspect thereof, the processor
subsystem determines when road speed for the vehicle is increasing, determines when throttle
position for the vehicle is increasing, compares manifold pressure and a manifold pressure set
point stored in the memory subsystem and activates the fuel overinjection notification circuit if

both road speed and throttle position for the vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for

the vehicle is above the manifold pressure set point. _

In further aspects thereof, the sensors may include an engine speed sensor and the processor
subsystem may determine when road speed for the vehicle is decreasing, when throttle position

for the vehicle is increasing, when manifold pressure for the vehicle is increasing, when engine
speed for the vehicle is decreasing and may activate the fuel overinjection notification circuit if
both throttle position and manifold pressure for the vehicle are increasing and road speed and

engine speed for the vehicle are decreasing.

In still further aspects thereof, the apparatus may also include an upshift notification circuit,

activated by the processor subsystem based upon data received from the sensors, which issues

notifications that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at excessive engine speeds. In this
aspect, the processor subsystem determines when road speed for the vehicle is increasing,
when throttle position for the vehicle is increasing, compares manifold pressure to a manifold
pressure set point stored in the memory subsystem, compares engine speed to an RPM set

point stored in the memory subsystem and activates the upshift notification circuit if both road
speed and throttle position for the vehicle are increasing, manifold pressure for the vehicle is at

or below the manifold preSSure set point and engine speed for the vehicle is at or above the
RPM set point.

In still yet further aspects thereof, the apparatus may also include a downshift notification
circuit, activated by the processor subsystem based upon data received from the sensors, which

issues a notification that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an insufficient engine
speed. The processor subsystem may determine when road speed for the vehicle is decreasing,
when throttle position for the vehicle is increasing, when manifold pressure for the vehicle is

increasing, when engine speed for the vehicle is decreasing and may activate the downshift
notification circuit if both road speed and engine speed are decreasing and both throttle position
and manifold pressure for the vehicle are increasing. '

In still further aspects thereof, the fuel overinjection circuit, the upshift notification circuit or the
downshift notification circuit may include a horn for issuing a tone for a preselected time period.

In another embodiment, the present invention is of an apparatus for optimizing operation of a
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vehicle, The apparatus includes road speed, engine speed, manifold pressure and throttle
position sensors, a processor subsystem coupled to each of the sensors to receive data
therefrom and a memory subsystem, coupled to the processor subsystem, for storing a
manifold pressure set point, an engine speed set point and present and prior levels for each one
of the sensors. The apparatus further includes a fuel overinjection notification circuit, an upshift
notification circuit and a downshift notification circuit, all of which are coupled to the processor

subsystem. The fuel overinjection notification circuit issues notifications that excessive fuel is
being supplied to the engine of the vehicle, the upshift notification circuit issues notifications
that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an excessive engine speed and the downshift
notification circuit issues notifications that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an
insufficient engine speed. Based upon data received from the sensors, the processor subsystem
determines when to activate the fuel overinjection circuit, the upshift notification circuit and the
downshift notification circuit. In one aspect thereof, the fuel overinjection circuit includes a first
horn for issuing a first tone for a first preselected time period, the upshift notification circuit
includes a second horn for issuing a second tone for a second preselected time period and the
downshift notification circuit includes a third horn for issuing a third tone for a third preselected

time period. .

In another aspect thereof, the processor subsystem may determine when road speed for the
vehicle is increasing or decreasing, engine speed is increasing or decreasing, throttle position
for the vehicle is increasing and manifold pressure is increasing; may compare manifold
pressure to the manifold pressure set point and engine speed to the RPM set point; and may
activate the fuel overinjection notification circuit if both road speed and throttle position for the
vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for the vehicle is above the manifold pressure set
point or if both throttle position and manifold pressure for the vehicle are increasing and road
speed and engine speed for the vehicle are decreasing, the upshift notification circuit if both
road speed and throttle position for the vehicle are increasing, manifold pressure for the vehicle
is at or below the manifold pressure set point and engine speed for the vehicle is at or above
the RPM set point and the downshift notification circuit if both road speed and engine speed are
decreasing and both throttle position and manifold pressure for the vehicle are increasing.

In another aspect, the present invention is of an apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle
which includes a radar detector for determining a distance separating a vehicle having an
engine and an object in front of the vehicle and at least one sensor for monitoring operation of
the vehicle. The apparatus further includes a processor subsystem, a memory subsystem and a
vehicle proximity alarm circuit. The processor subsystem is coupled to the radar detector and

the at least one sensor to receive data therefrom while the memory subsystem, in which a first
vehicle speed/stopping distance table and present levels for each one of the at least one sensor

are stored, and the vehicle proximity alarm circuit are coupled to the processor subsystem.
Based on data received from the radar detector, the at least one sensor and the contents of the
memory subsystem, the processor determines when to instruct the vehicle proximity alarm
circuit to issue an alarm that the vehicle is too close to the object.

In one aspect thereof, the at least one sensor further includes a windshield wiper sensor for
indicating whether a windshield wiper of the vehicle is activated and a second vehicle

speed/stopping distance table is stored in the memory subsystem. In another aspect thereof, '
the apparatus further includes a throttle controller for controlling a throttle of the engine of the
vehicle. The processor subsystem may selectively reduce the throttle based upon data received
from the radar detector, the at least one sensor and the memory subsystem or may also count
a total number of vehicle proximity alarms determined by the processor subsystem and
selectively reduce the throttle based upon the total number of vehicle proximity alarms, as well.

In yet another aspect thereof, the at least one sensor further includes a brake sensor for

indicating whether a brake system of the vehicle is activated.

In other aspects thereof, the apparatus may be further provided with a fuel overinjection

notification circuit for issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to the engine of
the vehicle, an upshift notification circuit for issuing a notification that the engine of the vehicle
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is being operated at an excessive engine speed or a downshift notification circuit for issuing a
notification that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an insufficient engine speed. If a
fuel overinjection notification circuit is provided, the apparatus includes a manifold presSure
sensor and a throttle position sensor which also provide the processor subsystem with data
used, together with a manifold pressure set point and prior levels for the sensors stored in the
memory subsystem, to determine when to activate the fuel overinjection circuit. If an upshift
notification circuit is provided, the apparatus includes an engine speed sensor which also
provides the processor subsystem with data used, together with an RPM set point stored in the
memory subsystem, to determine when to activate the upshift notification cirCUit. Finally, if a
downshift notification circuit is provided, the processor subsystem determines when to activate
the downshift notification circuit based upon the data received from the plurality of sensors.

In still another embodiment, the present invention is of an apparatus for optimizing operation of
a vehicle which includes a radar detector for determining a distance separating the vehicle from
an object in front of it, a plurality of sensors, including a road speed sensor, an engine speed
sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and a throttle position sensor, which collectively monitor the
operation of the vehicle, a processor subsystem, a memory subsystem, a fuel overinjection
notification circuit for issuing notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to the engine of
the vehicle and a vehicle proximity alarm circuit for issuing alarms if the vehicle is too close to
the object. Based upon data received from the sensors, the processor subsystem determines
when to activate the fuel overinjection circuit. Based upon data received from the radar

detector, the sensors and the memory subsystem, the processor s‘ubsystem also determines
when to activate the vehicle proximity alarm circuit. -

In one aspect of this embodiment of the invention, the processor subsystem determines when

'road speed for the vehicle is increasing or decreasing, when throttle position for the vehicle is
increasing or decreasing, compares manifold pressure to a manifold pressure set point stored in
the memory subsystem, determines when manifold pressure for the vehicle is increasing or

decreasing and determines when engine speed for the vehicle is increasing or decreasing, In
this aspect, the processor subsystem activates the fuel overinjection notification circuit if both

road speed and throttle position for the vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for the
vehicle is above the manifold pressure set point or if both throttle position and manifold

pressure for the vehicle are increasing and road speed and engine speed for the vehicle are
decreasing.

In a further aspect thereof, the apparatus may also include an upshift notification circuit for
issuing notifications that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an excessive engine

speed, the processor subsystem determining when to activate the upshift notification circuit
based upon data received from the sensors. In a related aspect thereof, the processor
subsystem determines when road speed for the vehicle is increasing, determines when throttle
position for the vehicle is increasing, compares manifold pressure to a manifold pressure set
point stored in the memory subsystem and compares engine speed to an RPM set point stored
in the memory subsystem. In this aspect, the processor subsystem activates the upshift
notification circuit if both road speed and throttle position for the vehicle are increasing,

manifold pressure for the vehicle is at or below the manifold pressure set point and engine
speed for the vehicle is at or above the RPM set point. '

In still another aspect thereof, the apparatus may also include a downshift notification circuit
for issuing a notification that the engine of the vehicle is being operated at an insufficient
engine speed. In this aspect, the processor subsystem determines when to activate the
downshift notification circuit based upon data received from the sensors. In a related aspect

thereof, the processor subsystem determines when road speed for the vehicle is decreasing,
determines when throttle position for the vehicle is increasing, determines when manifold
pressure for the vehicle is increasing and determines when engine speed for the vehicle is
decreasing. In this aspect, the processor subsystem activates the downshift notification circuit if

both road speed and engine speed are decreasing and both throttle position and manifold
pressure for the vehicle are increasing.
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DRWDESC:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention may be better understood, and its numerous objects, features and
advantages will become apparent to those skilled in the art by reference to the accompanying
drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus for optimizing vehicle performance constructed in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention; and

FIGS. 2A-B is a flow chart of a method for optimizing vehicle performance in accordance with
the teachings of the present invention.

DETDESC:

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring first to FIG. 1, a system 10 for optimizing vehicle performance constructed in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention will now be described in greater detail.

The system 10 includes a processor subsystem 12, for example, a microprocessor, and a
memory subsystem 14, for example, the memory subsystem 14 may include a nonvolatile
random access memory (or "NVRAM"), coupled together by a bus 16 for bi—directional
exchanges of address, data and control signals therebetween. The system 10 is installed in a
vehicle (not shown) for which optimized performance and driver assist capabilities are desired.
Although it is contemplated that the system 10 is suitable for use with'any type vehicle, most
commonly, the system 10 shall be installed in a truck.

Also coupled to the processor subsystem 12 are a series of sensors, each of which are
periodically polled by the processor subsystem 12, to determine the respective states or levels
thereof. The sensors include a road speed sensor 18, an RPM sensor 20, a manifold pressure

sensor 22, a throttle sensor 24, a windshield wiper sensor 30 and a brake sensor 32. The
sensors are selected to be either state or level sensors, depending on whether the information

to be collected thereby is a state, i.e., on/off or a level, for example, 35 mph. The road speed
sensor 18 and the RPM sensor 20 are level sensors which respectively provide the processor

subsystem 12 with signals which indicate the operating speed and engine speed for the vehicle.
The road speed sensor 18 and the RPM sensor 20 may derive such information from any one of
a variety of sources. For example, the road speed sensor 18 may be-connected to receive the

speed input signal transmitted to the vehicle's speedometer while the RPM sensor 20 may be
connected to receive the RPM input signal to the vehicle's tachometer.

The manifold pressure sensor 22 is a level sensor which is positioned downstream of the
throttle valve in the intake manifold of the vehicle to measure manifold pressure thereat. The
throttle sensor 24 is a level sensor, attached to the throttle, which measures the extent to
which the throttle is opened. The windshield wiper sensor 30 is a state sensor which determines

whether the vehicle's windshield wipers are on or off. In alternate embodiments thereof, the

windshield wiper sensor 30 may be electrically coupled to the on/off switch for the windshield

wiper or to an output of the windshield wiper motor. Finally, the brake sensor 32 is a state
sensor which determines whether the brakes of the vehicle have been engaged. For example,

the brake sensor 32 may be electrically coupled to the brake system to detect the activation
thereof.
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Preferably, the memory subsystem 14 should include first and second registers 14a and 14b,

each having sufficient bits for holding the state/level of each of the sensors 18, 20, 22, 24, 30
and 32. The first register 14a is used to hold the present state or level of each of the sensors
18, 20, 22, 24, 30 and 32 while the second register 14b is used to hold the prior state or level
for each of the sensors 18, 20, 22, 24, 30 and 32. Each time the processor subsystem 12 writes
the present state or level of the sensors 18, 20, 22, 24, 30 and 32 to the first register 14a, the
prior contents of the first register 14a is written to the second register 14b which, in turn,
discards the prior content thereof. The memory subsystem 14 is also used to hold information
to be utilized by the processor subsystem 12 to determining whether to take corrective actions
and/or issue notifications. Typically, such information is placed in the memory subsystem 14

while the system 10 is being initialized. The information includes one or more speed/distance
' tables which, when used in a manner which will be more fully described below in combination

with data collected by the system 10, enable the processor subsystem 12 to determine if the

vehicle is being operated unsafely and if corrective action is necessary. Speed/stopping distance
table. The information also includes two pre—set threshold values——a manifold psi set point and

an engine RPM set point. As will also be more fully described below, the processor subsystem
12 uses these threshold values to determine when to issue notifications as to recommended

changes in vehicle operation which, when executed by the driver, will optimize vehicle
operation. The speed/stopping distance tab|e(s) are based upon National Safety Council

guidelines, vary according to the class of the vehicle and provide the relationship between the
speed at which a vehicle is travelling and the distance which the vehicle will require to come to
a complete stop if travelling at that speed, The manifold psi set point and RPM set point are
selected based upon the manufacturer's guidelines for proper operation of the vehicle, vary
based upon horsepower and engine size for the vehicle and represent thresholds above which
the manifold pressure and engine rotation speed, respectively, for the vehicle should never
exceed.

The system 10 also includes a throttle controller 26 capable of opening and/or closing the
throttle, a radar detector 28 positioned to determine the distance separating the vehicle and an

object in front of the vehicle, for example, a second vehicle travelling in the same direction, a
series of circuits 34, 36, 38 and 40 for notifying the driver of the vehicle of recommended

corrections in vehicle operation and alerting the driver to unsafe operating conditions and a
power supply, for example a +12 v battery, for providing power to the energy—demanding

components of the system 10. The circuits 34, 36, 38 and 40 include an upshift notification
circuit 34 for notifying the driver that an upshift is recommended, a downshift notification
circuit 36 for notifying the driver that a downshift is recommended, an overinjection notification
circuit 38 for notifying the driver that too much fuel is being supplied to the vehicle and a
vehicle proximity alarm circuit 40 for alerting the driver when an object in front of the vehicle is
too close. The circuits 34, 36 and 38 may be configured to provide visual and/or audible

notifications, for example, using lights and/or horns. For example, the upshift circuit 34, the
downshift notification circuit 36 and the overinjection notification circuit 38 may each include a

horn, or other tone generating device, from which an audible notification may be generated at a
selected pitch. Preferably, each of the notification circuits 34, 36 and 38 may be configured to

provide distinct audible notifications, for example, tones at distinct pitches, so that the driver
‘ may readily distinguish which of the notification circuits 34, 36 and 38 have been activated by
the processor subsystem 12. The proximity alarm circuit 40 may include one or more visual
and/or audible warning devices such as lights and/or horns. For example, the proximity alarm
circuit 40 may include a warning light and a warning horn. If desired, the proximity alarm
circuit may also include a display for displaying the speed of the object in the vehicle's path
and/or the stopping distance in feet. The proximity alarm circuit 40 may be further equipped to

provide audible indications of the speed of the object in the vehicle's path and/or the stopping
distance in feed as well as selector circuitry for selecting both the information to be provided as
well as the manner in which the information is to be conveyed.

Finally, the processor subsystem 12 is further provided with one or more mode select input
lines which enable operator configuration of the operation of the system 10. For example, as

described herein, the corrective operations consist of the combination of an automatic reduction

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=6ffe6l b7bcd467c4cf87572aa62fd7ea&csvc=b... 5/22/2014

1936



1937

Search - 1 Result - patno= 5954781 Page 10 0f 20

of throttle and audio/visual alerts that the vehicle is being operated unsafely. It is specifically
contemplated, however, that the system 10 include a mode select line for switching the system
10 between an "active" mode where both automatic throttle reduction and audio/visual alerts

are generated and an "inactive" mode where only audio/visual alerts are generated.

Referring next to FIGS. 2A-B, a method for optimizing vehicle performance in accordance with

the teachings of the present invention will now be described in greater detail. The method
commences by powering up the processor subsystem 12, for example, by closing switch 42,

thereby coupling the processor subsystem 12 to the power source 44 via line 43. Alternately,
the processor subsystem 12 may be connected to the electrical system of the vehicle such that
it will automatically power up when the vehicle is started. Of course, any of the other devices
which also form part of the system 10 and require power may also be coupled to the line 43.
Appropriate voltage levels for the processor subsystem 12, as well as any additional power-
demanding devices coupled to the power source 44, would be provided by voltage divider
circuitry (not shown).

Once the system 10 is powered up, the method begins at step 50 by the processor subsystem
12 polling the road speed sensor 18, the RPM sensor 20, the manifold pressure sensor 22, the
throttle sensor 24, the windshield wiper sensor 30 and the brake sensor 32 to determine their
respective levels or states and places the acquired information in the first data register 14a. Of
course, it should be noted, however, that polling of the sensors by the processor subsystem 12
is but one technique by which the processor subsystem 12 may acquire the requisite
information. Alternately, each sensor 20, 22, 24,30 and 32 may periodically place its level or

state in one or more bits of the first data register 14a. The processor subsystem 12 would then

acquire information by checking the contents of the first data register 14a at selected time
intervals.

Proceeding to step 52, the processor subsystem 12 examines the contents of the first data
register 14a to determine the operating speed of the vehicle. If the processor subsystem 12
determines that the vehicle is stationary, i.‘e., the operating speed of the vehicle is zero, the

processor subsystem 12 will return to step 50 where the road speed sensor 18, the RPM sensor
20, the manifold pressure sensor 22, the throttle sensor 24, the windshield wiper sensor 30 and
the brake sensor 32 will be repeatedly polled until an operating speed greater than zero is
detected at step 52. While polling may be conducted at a variety of time intervals, a polling
period of one second appears suitable for the uses contemplated herein.

Returning to step 52, once an operating speed greater than zero is detected by the processor
subsystem 12, the method proceeds to step 54 where the processor subsystem 12 again polls
the operating speed sensor 18, the RPM sensor 20, the manifold pressure sensor 22, the

throttle sensor 24, the windshield wiper sensor 30 and the brake sensor 32, to determine their
respective levels or states and places the acquired information in the first data register 14a. In
turn, the contents of the first data register 14a is placed in the second data register 14b.

Proceeding now to step 56, from the polled value of the road speed sensor 18, the processor
, subsystem 12 determines whether the vehicle is travelling faster than 20 mph. If the operating

speed of the vehicle is less than 20 mph, the method returns to step 54 where the sensors 18,
20, 22, 24, 30 and 32 will be repeatedly polled and the value of the road speed sensor
examined until the processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is travelling faster than
20 mph. If, however, the processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is travelling
faster than 20 mph, the method proceeds to step 58 where the processor subsystem 12 then

determines if the vehicle is travelling faster than 50 mph, again by checking the contents of the

first data register 14a.

Past this juncture, the method of the present'invention will proceed through a series of steps
designed to optimize vehicle operation. However, prior to optimizing vehicle operation, the
processor subsystem 12 will determine if the vehicle is being operated unsafely. If so, the
processor subsystem 12 will initiate corrective operations before commencing vehicle operation
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optimization. More specifically, if the processor subsystem 12 determines at step 58 that the
vehicle is travelling at a speed greater than 50 mph, the processor subsystem 12 will initiate a

process by which it will determine whether the vehicle is being operated unsafely.

The processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is being operated unsafely if the speed
of the vehicle is such that the stopping distance for the vehicle d is greater than the distance
separating the vehicle from an object, for example, a second vehicle, in its path. In order to
make this determination, the processor subsystem 12 is provided access to at least one

speed/distance table. For example, stored at location 14c within the memory subsystem 14 is a
first speed/stoppingrdistance table. The speed/stopping distance table contains the relationship
between vehicle speed and stopping distance. Thus, for any given speed, the processor
subsystem 12 may look-up the stopping distance for that speed. Preferably, the memory
subsystem 14 should contain multiple speed/stopping distance tables so that differences in road

conditions and/or vehicle class may be taken into account. For example, the speed/stopping
distance table stored at location 14c may be a speed/stopping distance table for dry roads while
a speed/stopping distance table for wet roads may be stored at location 14d. If desired, the

memory subsystem 14 may also contain additional speed/stopping distance tables for other
vehicle classes. If such additional tables were provided, however, the disclosed method would

need to be modified to include additional steps in which the operator provides the vehicle's

class and the processor subsystem 12 selects the appropriate speed/stopping distance tables
for the indicated class of vehicle.

To make the aforementioned determination of unsafe vehicle operation, the method proceeds to
step 60 where the processor subsystem 12 sets the value of the expression ALARM to 1. The

method then proceeds to step 62 where the processor subsystem 12 examines the state of the
wiper sensor 32 and selects a speed/stopping distance table based upon the state of the wiper

sensor 32. If the state of the wiper sensor 32 indicates that the windshield wiper is off, the
processor subsystem 12 concludes that the vehicle is being operated in dry conditions and

selects the speed/stopping distance table stored at the location 14c of the memory subsystem
14. If, however, the state of the wiper sensor 32 indicates that the windshield wiper is on, the
processor subsystem 12 concludes that the vehicle is being operated in wet conditions and
selects the speed/stopping distance table stored at the location 14d of the memory subsystem
14. From the selected speed/stopping distance table 14c or 14d, the processor subsystem 12

then retrieves the stopping distance for the speed at which the vehicle is travelling.

Continuing on to step 64, the processor subsystem 12 determines the distance of the vehicle to

an object in its path, i.e., a second vehicle travelling in front of the vehicle and in the same
direction. To do so, the processor subsystem 12 instructs the radar device 28 to determine the

distance between the vehicle and the second vehicle in front of it. Upon determining the
distance separating the two vehicles, the radar'device 28 transmits the determined separation
distance to the processor subsystem 12. At step 66, the processor subsystem 12 determines if
the two vehicles are separated by a safe distance. To do so, the processor subsystem 12

compares the distance separating the two vehicles to the retrieved stopping distance for the
vehicle. If the determined distance separating the Mo vehicles is greater than the retrieved
stopping distance for the vehicle, the processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is

being operated safely. If, however, the determined distance separating the two vehicles is less
than the retrieved stopping distance, the processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is
being operated unsafely.

If the processor subsystem 12 determines at step 66 that the vehicle is being operated
unsafely, the processor subsystem 12 initiates appropriate corrective action. At step 68, the
processor subsystem 12 determines whether the vehicle brake is on by examining the state of
the brake sen'sor 32. If the brake is on, the processor subsystem 12 concludes that the driver is
taking corrective action and that further corrective action is not necessary. If, however, the

processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle brake is off, the method proceeds to step
70 where the processor subsystem examines the level of the vehicle speed sensor to determine

if the speed of the vehicle is less than 35 mph. If the speed of the vehicle is less than 30 mph,
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the processor subsystem 12 concludes that no further corrective action will be taken.

If, however, the processor subsystem 12 determines that the speed of the vehicle is greater
than 35 mph, the method proceeds to step 72 where the processor subsystem 12 selects a
throttle reduction value based upon the value of the expression ALARM. Generally, the severity
of the corrective action to be initiated by the processor subsystem 12 is varied depending on
the number of times that corrective action has been taken and, more specifically, the severity
of the selective corrective action increases with the value of the expression ALARM. For

example, in the embodiment of the invention disclosed herein, if ALARM=1, a 25% throttle
reduction is selected, if ALARM=2, a 50 throttle reduction is selected and, if ALARM.gtoreq.3, a
100% throttle reduction is selected. By reducing the throttle, the transport of fuel to the engine
is retarded and the vehicle will begin to decelerate.

Continuing on to step 74, the processor subsystem 12 determines the extent to which the
throttle is open using the throttle level provided by the throttle sensor 24 and, using throttle
control 26, reduces the throttle by the selected percentage. At step 76, the processor
subsystem 12 selects an alert mode, again based upon the value of the expression ALARM. As
before, the severity of the alert, mode may increase with the value of ALARM. For example,
when ALARM=1, a warning light may be activated in a flash mode while, when
2.|toreq.ALARM.ltoreq.3, an audible alert which lasts for a first selected time period, for .
example, two seconds, may be activated in combination with the flashing warning light and

when ALARM.gtoreq.4, an audible alert which lasts for a second, longer, time period, for
example, six seconds, may be activated in combination with the flashing light.

Proceeding to step 78, the processor subsystem 12 issues an alert to the operator of the vehicle
in accordance with the selected alert mode. To do so, the processor subsystem 12 activates

vehicle proximity alarm circuit 40 in accordance with the selected alert mode. After issuing the
alert at step 78, the method proceeds to step 80 where the processor subsystem 12 waits a
selected period before taking any further action. The wait period is intended to provide

sufficient time to see if the previously initiated corrective action eliminates the hazardous
condition. As disclosed herein, a wait period of 10 seconds is suitable. However, wait periods of

various lengths should be equally suitable for the uses contemplated herein.

Upon expiration of the wait period, the value of the expression ALARM is incremented by one at
step 82 and, at step 84, the processor subsystem 12 again polls the operating speed sensor 18,
the RPM sensor 20, the manifold pressure sensor 22, the throttle sensor 24, the windshield
wiper sensor 30 and the brake sensor 32, to determine their respective levels or states and
places the acquired information in the first data register 14a. The method returns to step 64
where the distance between the vehicle and the object in its path is re-determined. The

processor subsystem 12 continues to take corrective action until it determines that the vehicle
is no longer being operated in a hazardous manner. More specifically, the processor subsystem
12 will conclude that the hazardous condition has been corrected when it either: determines at

step 66 that the distance separating the vehicle and, the object is within the stopping distance
for the vehicle, determines at step68 that the vehicle brake is on or determines at step 70 that
the speed of the vehicle is less than 35 mph. Upon making such a determination, the method
proceeds to step 86 where the processor subsystem 12 deactivated the vehicle proximity alarm
circuit 40 to turn off the flashing light.

The method of optimizing vehicle operation in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention will now be described in greater detail. Returning now to step 58, if the processor

subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle is travelling slower than 50 mph, or if the processor
subsystem 12 determines at step 66 that the distance separating the vehicle and the object is

within the stopping distance for the vehicle or if the processor subsystem 12 determines at step
68 that the vehicle brake is on or if the processor subsystem 12 determines at step 70 that the

speed of the vehicle is less than 35 mph, the method proceeds, after deactivation of the vehicle
proximity alarm circuit 40, to step 88 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if the road

speed of the vehicle is changing. To do so, the processor subsystem 12 compares the speed of
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the vehicle maintained in the first register 14a to the speed of the vehicle maintained in the
second register 14b.

If the vehicle speed maintained in the first register 14a is greater than the vehicle speed
maintained in the second register 14b, the vehicle is accelerating. If so, the method continues
to step 90 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if the throttle position is increasing.

To do so, the processor subsystem 12 compares the throttle level, i.e., the extent to which the
throttled is opened; maintained in the first register 14a to the throttle level maintained in the
second register 14b. If the throttle position has not increased, the processor subsystem 12
determines that, since the vehicle is accelerating but fuel consumption is not increasing, no
modification of vehicle operation is necessary. Accordingly, the method returns to step 54 for a
next polling of the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32,

If, however, the processor subsystem 12 determines at step 90 that the throttle position has

increased, the method proceeds to step 92 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if the
manifold pressure level maintained in the first register 14a has exceeded the manifold pressure
set point for the vehicle. If the vehicle's road Speed and throttle position are increasing and the
manifold pressure for the vehicle is at or below the manifold pressure set point, the processor
subsystem 12 proceeds to step 93 where the sensors 18, 20, 22, 24, 30 and 32 are again
polled and on to step 94 where the processor subsystem 12 compares the engine speed level

maintained in the first register 14a to the RPM set point stored in the memory subsystem 14 to
determine if the engine speed has reached the RPM set point. If the engine speed has not
reached the RPM set point, the method returns to step 93 where the sensors 18, 20, 22, 24, 30
and 32 are repeatedly polled until the processor subsystem 12 determines that the engine

speed has reached the RPM set point. Once the engine speed has reached the RPM set point,
the processor subsystem 12 determines that the vehicle needs to be upshifted and, proceeding
to step 95, the processor subsystem 12 will activate the upshift notification circuit 34 to issue
an audible alert for a selected time period, for example, 6 seconds, thereby notifying the driver

that, in order to optimize vehicle operation, an upshift should be performed. The method then
returns to step 54 for a next polling of the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32.

Returning to step 92, if the'vehicle's road speed and throttle position are increasing and the
manifold pressure for the vehicle is above the manifold pressure set point, the processor

subsystem 12 determines that too much fuel is being provided to the engine and proceeding to
step 96, the processor subsystem 12 will activate the overinjection notification circuit 38 to
issue an audible alert for a selected time period, for example, 6 seconds, thereby notifying the
driver that, in order to optimize vehicle operation, the amount of fuel being supplied to the
engine should be reduced. The method then returns to step 54 for a next polling of the sensors
18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32.

Returning to step 88, if the processor subsystem 12 determines, when comparing the speed of

the vehicle maintained in the first register 14a to the speed of the vehicle maintained in the
second register 14b, that the speed of the vehicle is decreasing, the method proceeds to step
98 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if the throttle position is changing. To do so,
the processor subsystem 12 compares the throttle level, i.e., the extent to which the throttled
is opened, maintained in the first register 14a to the throttle level maintained in the second
register 14b. If the throttle position has either remained constant or decreased, the processor
subsystem 12 determines that, since fuel consumption is either constant or reduced, no
modification of vehicle operation is necessary. Accordingly, the method returns to step 54 for a
next polling of the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32. '

If, however, the processor subsystem 12 determines at step 98 that the throttle position has
increased, the method proceeds to step 100 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if
the manifold pressure is increasing. To do so, the processor subsystem 12 compares the
manifold pressure level maintained in the first register 14a to the manifold pressure level
maintained in the second register 14b. If the manifold pressure level maintained in the first

register 14a is less than the manifold pressure level maintained in the second register 14b, the
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processor subsystem 12 determines that, since manifold pressure is decreasing, no modification
of vehicle operation is necessary. Accordingly, the method returns to step 54 for a next polling
of the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32.

If, however, the manifold pressure level maintained in the first register 14a is greater than the
manifold pressure level maintained in the second register 14b, the processor subsystem 12
determines that the manifold pressure for the vehicle is increasing and the method proceeds to
step 102 where the processor subsystem 12 determines if the engine speed is increasing. To do
so, the processor subsystem 12 compares the engine speed level maintained in the first register
14a to the engine speed level maintained in the second register 14b. If the engine speed level
maintained in the first register 14a is less than the engine speedlevel maintained in the second
register 14b, the processor subsystem 12 determines that, since engine speed is increasing, no

modification of vehicle operation is necessary. Accordingly, the method returns to step 54 for a
next polling of the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32.

If, however, the engine speed level maintained in the first register 14a is less than the engine
speed level maintained in the second register 14b, the processor subsystem 12 determines

that, since the manifold pressure is increasing while the engine speed is decreasing, too much
fuel is being supplied to the engine. Accordingly, at step 104, the processor subsystem 12
activates the overinjection notification circuit 38 to issue an audible alert for a selected time

period, for example, 6 seconds, thereby notifying the driver that, in order to optimize vehicle
operation, the amount of fuel being supplied to the engine should be reduced.

Proceeding on to step 106, the sensors 18, 20, 22 24, 30 and 32 are again polled and, at step

108, the processor subsystem 12 determines if the engine speed is decreasing, again by
comparing the engine speed level maintained in the first and second registers 14a and 14b. If
the engine speed has not decreased, the method returns to step 104 where the processor
subsystem 12 again activates the overinjection notification circuit 38 to issue another audible

alert notifying the driver that, in order to optimize vehicle operation, the amount of fuel being
supplied to the engine should be reduced. Thus, the driver will be repeatedly notified of the’
overinjection condition until the processor subsystem 12 determines, at step 108, that the

engine speed is decreaSing. The method will then proceed to step 110 where, since the
processor subsystem 12 has determined that, since the engine speed is decreasing, the vehicle
should be downshifted. Accordingly, at step 110, the processor subsystem 12 activates the
downshift notification circuit 36 to issue an audible alert for a selected time period, for example,

6 seconds, thereby notifying the driver that, in order to optimize vehicle operation, the vehicle
should be downshifted. The method then returns to step 54 for a next polling of the sensors 18,

20, 22 24, 30 and 32. The method will repeatedly loop through the aforementioned process to
continuously determine if the vehicle is being operated unsafely, take appropriate corrective
action and to provide notifications to the driver as to how operation of the vehicle may be
optimized until the processor subsystem 12 is powered down or the vehicle is turned off.

Thus, there has been described and illustrated herein, an apparatus for optimizing vehicle

operation which combines both operator notifications of recommended corrections in vehicle
operation with automatic modification of vehicle operation under certain circumstances. By
incorporating the disclosed apparatus in a vehicle, not only will certain hazardous operations of

the vehicle be prevented but also the driver will be advised of certain actions which will enable
the vehicle to be operated with greater fuel efficiency. However, those skilled in the art will

recognize that many modifications and variations besides those specifically mentioned herein
may be made without departing substantially from the concept of the present invention.

Accordingly, it should be clearly understood that the form of the invention described herein is
exemplary only and is not intended as a limitation on the scope of the invention.

ENGLISH-CLAIMS:

Return to Top of Patent
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1. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a plurality of sensors coupled to
a vehicle having an engine, said plurality of sensors, which collectively monitor operation of said
vehicle, including a road speed sensor, an engine speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and
a throttle position sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to each one of said plurality of
sensors, to receive data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled to said processor
subsystem, said memory subsystem storing therein a manifold pressure set point, an RPM set

point, and present and prior levels for each one of said plurality of sensors; a fuel overinjection
notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said fuel overinjection notification
circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to said engine of said vehicle;

an upshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said upshift notification
circuit issuing a notification that said engine of said vehicle is being operated at an excessive

speed; said processor subsystem determining, based upon data received from said plurality of
sensors, when to activate said fuel overinjection circuit and when to activate said upshift
notification circuit.

2. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 1 wherein said processor
subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
increasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; and

. means for comparing manifold pressure to said manifold pressure set point; said processor
subsystem activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit if both road speed and throttle
position for said vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for said vehicle is above said
manifold pressure set point.

3. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 1 wherein said fuel
overinjection circuit further comprises a horn for issuing atone for a preselected time period.

4. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 1 wherein said processor
subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
decreasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; means
for determining when manifold pressure for said vehicle is increasing; and means for
determining when engine speed for said vehicle is decreasing; said processor subsystem
activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit if both throttle position and manifold
pressure for said vehicle are increasing and road speed and engine speed for said vehicle are
decreasing.

5. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 1 wherein said processor
subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
increasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; means
for comparing manifold pressure to said manifold pressure set point; and means for comparing
engine speed to said RPM set point; said processor subsystem activating said upshift
notification circuit if both road speed and throttle position for said vehicle are increasing,
manifold pressure for said vehicle is at or below said manifold pressure set point and engine
speed for said vehicle is at or above said RPM set point.

6. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 1 wherein said upshift
notification circuit further comprises a horn for issuing a tone for a preselected time period.

7. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a plurality of sensors coupled to
a vehicle having an engine, said plurality of sensors, which collectively monitor operation of said
vehicle, including a road speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and a throttle position
sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to each one of said plurality of sensors, to receive data
therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled to said processor subsystem, said memory

subsystem storing therein a manifold pressure set point and present and prior levels for each
one of said plurality of sensors; a fuel overinjection notification circuit coupled to said processor
subsystem, said fuel overinjection notification circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is

being supplied to said engine of said vehicle; a downshift notification circuit coupled to said
processor subsystem, said downshift notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine of
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said vehicle is being operated at an insufficient engine speed; and said processor subsystem

determining, based upon data received from said plurality of sensors, when to activate said fuel
overinjection circuit and when to activate said downshift notification circuit.

8. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 7 wherein said processor

subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
increasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; and

means for comparing manifold pressure to said manifold pressure set point; said processor
subsystem activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit if both road speed and throttle
position for said vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for said vehicle is above said
manifold pressure set point.

9. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 7 wherein said fuel

overinjection circuit further comprises a horn for issuing a tone for a preselected time period.

10. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 7 wherein said processor
subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
decreasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; means
for determining when manifold pressure for said vehicle is increasing; and means for
determining when engine speed for said vehicle is decreasing; said processor subsystem
activating said downshift notification circuit if both road speed and engine speed are decreasing
and both throttle position and manifold pressure for said vehicle are increasing.

11. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 10 wherein said

downshift notification circuit further comprises a horn for issuing a tone for a preselected time
period.

12. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 7 wherein said processor
subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
decreasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; means
for determining when manifold pressure for said vehicle is increasing; and means for
determining when engine speed for said vehicle is decreasing; said processor subsystem

activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit if both throttle position and manifold
pressure for said vehicle are increasing and road speed and engine speed for said vehicle are
decreasing.

13. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a plurality of sensors coupled

to a vehicle having an engine, said plurality of sensors, which collectively monitor operation of
'said vehicle, including a road speed sensor, an engine speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor
and a throttle position sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to each one of said plurality of
sensors, to receive data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled to said processor

subsystem, said memory subsystem storing therein a manifold pressure set point, an engine
speed set point and present and prior levels for each one of said plurality of sensors; a fuel
overinjection notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said fuel overinjection
notification circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to said engine of
said vehicle; an upshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said upshift
notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine of said vehicle is being operated at an
excessive engine speed; a downshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem,
said downshift notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine of said vehicle is being
operated at an insufficient engine speed; said processor subsystem determining, based upon
data received from said plurality of sensors, when to activate said fuel overinjection circuit, said
upshift notification circuit and said downshift notification circuit.

14. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 13 wherein: said fuel

overinjection circuit further comprises a first horn for issuing a first tone for a first preselected
time period; said upshift notification circuit further comprises a second horn for issuing a
second tone for a second preselected time period; and said downshift notification circuit further
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comprises a third horn for issuing a third tone for a third preselected time period.

15. Apparatus for optimizing vehicle performance according to claim 13 wherein said processor

subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said vehicle is
increasing or decreasing means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is
increasing; means for comparing manifold pressure to said manifold pressure set point; means

for comparing engine speed to said RPM set point; means for determining when manifold
pressure is increasing; and means for determining when engine speed is increasing or

decreasing; said processor subsystem activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit if
both road speed and throttle position for said vehicle are increasing and manifold pressure for
said vehicle is above said manifold pressure set or if both throttle position and manifold

pressure for said vehicle are increasing and road speed and engine speed for said vehicle are
decreasing; said processor subsystem activating said upshift notification circuit if both road
speed and throttle position for said vehicle are increasing, manifold pressure for said vehicle is
at or below said manifold pressure set point and engine speed for said vehicle is at or above
said RPM set point; and said processor subsystem activating said downshift notification circuit if
both road speed and engine speed are decreasing and both throttle position and manifold

pressure for said vehicle are increasing.

16. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 15 wherein: said fuel
overinjection circuit further comprises a first horn for issuing a first tone for a first preselected
time period; said upshift notification circuit further comprises a second horn for issuing a
second tone for a second preselected time period; and said downshift notification circuit further

comprises a third horn for issuing a third tone for a third preselected time period.

17. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a radar detector, said radar
detector determining a distance separating a vehicle having an engine and an object in front of
said vehicle; at least one sensor coupled to said vehicle for monitoring operation thereof, said

at least one sensor including a road speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor, a throttle
position sensor and an engine speed sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to said radar

detector and said at least one sensor, to receive data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled
to said processor subsystem, said memory subsystem storing a first vehicle speed/stopping
distance table, a manifold pressure set point, an RPM set point, a present level for each one of

said at least one sensor and a prior level for each one of said at least one sensor; a vehicle
proximity alarm circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said vehicle proximity alarm circuit
issuing an alarm that said vehicle is too close to said object; a fuel overinjection circuit coupled
to said processor subsystem, said fuel overinjection circuit issuing a notification that excessive
fuel is being supplied to said engine of said vehicle; an upshift notification circuit coupled to
said processor subsystem, said upshift notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine

of said vehicle is being operated at an excessive speed; said processor subsystem determining,
based upon data received from said radar detector, said at least one sensor and said memory

subsystem, when to activate said vehicle proximity alarm circuit, when to activate said fuel
overinjection circuit, and when to activate said upshift notification circuit. '

18. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 17 wherein: said at least
one sensor further includes a windshield wiper sensor for indicating whether a windshield wiper

of said vehicle is activated; and said memory subsystem further storing a second vehicle
speed/stopping distance table.

19. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 17 and further
comprising: a throttle controller for controlling a throttle of said engine of said vehicle; and said,

processor subsystem selectively reducing said throttle based upon data received from said
radar detector, said at least one sensor and said memory subsystem.

20. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 19 wherein said at least
one sensor further includes a brake sensor for indicating whether a brake system of said vehicle
is activated.
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21. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 19 wherein said
processor subsystem further comprises: means for counting a total number of vehicle proximity

alarms determined by said processor subsystem; means for selectively reducing said throttle
based upon said total number of vehicle proximity alarms.

22. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 17 and further

‘ comprising: a downshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said downshift

‘ notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine of said vehicle is being operated at an
insufficient engine speed; and said processor subsystem determining, based upon data received
from said plurality of sensors, when to activate said downshift notification circuit.

23. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a radar detector, said radar

detector determining a distance separating a vehicle having an engine and an object-in front of
said vehicle; a plurality of sensors coupled to a vehicle having an engine, said plurality of
sensors, which collectively monitor operation of said vehicle, including a road speed sensor, and
engine speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and a throttle position sensor; a processor
subsystem, coupled to said radar detector and each one of said plurality of sensors, to receive
data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled to said processor subsystem, said memory

subsystem storing therein a first vehicle speed/stopping distance table, a manifold pressure set

point, an RPM set point, and present and prior levels for each one 'of said plurality of sensors; a
fuel overinjection notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said fuel

overinjection notification circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to

said engine of said vehicle; an upshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem,
said upshift notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine ‘of said vehicle is being

operated at an excessive engine speed; said processor subsystem determining, based upon
data received from said plurality of sensors, when to activate said fuel overlnjection circuit and
when to activate said upshift notification circuit; a vehicle proximity alarm circuit coupled to
said processor subsystem, said vehicle proximity alarm circuit issuing an alarm that said vehicle

is too close to said object; said processor subsystem determining, based upon data received
from said radar detector, said at least one sensor and said memory subsystem, when to
activate said vehicle proximity alarm circuit. ,

24. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 23 wherein said

processor subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said
vehicle is increasing or decreasing; means for determining when throttle position for said
vehicle is increasing or decreasing; and means for comparing manifold pressure to said
manifold pressure set point; means for determining when manifold pressure for said vehicle is
increasing or decreasing; and means for determining when engine speed for said vehicle is
increasing or decreasing; said processor subsystem activating said fuel overinjection notification

circuit if both road speed and throttle position for said vehicle are increasing and manifold
pressure for said vehicle is above said manifold pressure set point or if both throttle position
and manifold pressure for said vehicle are increasing and road speed and engine speed for said
vehicle are decreasing; -

25. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 23 wherein said
processor subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said
vehicle is increasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is

increasing; means for comparing manifold pressure to said manifold pressure set point; and
means for comparing engine speed to said RPM set point; said processor subsystem activating
said upshift notification circuit if both road speed and throttle position for said vehicle are

increasing, manifold pressure for said vehicle is at or below said manifold pressure set point
and engine speed for said vehicle is at or above said RPM set point.

26. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a radar detector, said radar

detector determining a distance separating a vehicle having an engine and an object in front of
said vehicle; a plurality of sensors coupled to a vehicle having an engine, said plurality of
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sensors, which collectively monitor operation of said vehicle, including a road speed sensor, and
engine speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and a throttle position sensor; a processor
subsystem, coupled to said radar detector and each one of said plurality of sensors, to receive
data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled to said processor subsystem, said memory

subsystem storing therein a first vehicle speed/stopping distance table, a manifold pressure set
point, RPM set point, and present and prior levels for each one of said plurality of sensors; a

fuel overinjection notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said fuel

overinjection notification circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to
said engine 'of said vehicle; a downshift notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem,
said downshift notification circuit issuing a notification that said engine of said vehicle is being
operated at an insufficient engine speed; said processor subsystem determining, based upon
data received from said plurality of sensors, when to activate said fuel overinjection circuit and
when to activate said downshift notification circuit; a vehicle proximity alarm circuit c0upled to

said processor subsystem, said vehicle proximity alarm circuit issuing an alarm that said vehicle
is too close to said object; said processor subsystem determining, based upon data received
from said radar detector, said at least one sensor and said memory subsystem, when to
activate said vehicle proximity alarm circuit.

27. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 26 wherein said

processor subsystem further comprises: means for determining when road speed for said
vehicle is decreasing; means for determining when throttle position for said vehicle is
increasing; means for determining when manifold pressure for said vehicle is increasing; and
means for determining when engine speed for said vehicle is decreasing; said processor
subsystem activating said downshift notification circuit if both road speed and engine speed are
decreasing and both throttle position and manifold pressure for said vehicle are increasing.

28. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a plurality of sensors coupled
to a vehicle having an engine, said plurality‘of sensors, which collectively monitor operation of
said vehicle, including a road speed sensor, a manifold pressure sensor and a throttle position
sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to each one of said plurality of sensors, to receive data
therefrom; a fuel overinjection notification circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said fuel

overinjection notification circuit issuing a notification that excessive fuel is being supplied to

said engine of said vehicle; said processor subsystem determining whether to activate said fuel
overinjection notification sensor based upon data received from said road speed sensor, said
throttle position sensor and said manifold pressure sensor.

29. Apparatus according to claim 28 and further comprising: a memory subsystem, coupled to
said processor subsystem, said memory subsystem maintaining a manifold pressure set point;
said processor subsystem activating said fuel overinjection notification circuit upon determining

that: (1) based upon data received from said road speed sensor, road speed of said vehicle is
increasing; (2) based upon data received from said throttle position sensor, throttle position for
said vehicle is increasing; and (3) based upon data received from said manifold pressure
sensor, manifold pressure for said vehicle exceeds said manifold pressure set point.

30. Apparatus according to claim 28, wherein: said plurality of sensors coupled to said vehicle
further include an engine speed sensor; said processorsubsystem activating said fuel
overinjection notification circuit upon determining that: (1) based upon data received from said
road speed sensor, road speed of said vehicle is decreasing; (2) based upon data received from'
said throttle position sensor, throttle position for said vehicle is increasing; (3) based upon data
received from said manifold pressure sensor, manifold pressure for said vehicle is increasing;

and (4) based upon data received from said engine speed sensor, engine speed for said vehicle
is decreasing.

31. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle, comprising: a radar detector, said radar
detector determining a distance separating a vehicle having an engine and an object in front of
said vehicle; at least one sensor coupled to said vehicle for monitoring operation thereof, said

at least one sensor including a road speed sensor; a processor subsystem, coupled to said radar
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detector and said at least one sensor, to receive data therefrom; a memory subsystem, coupled

to said processor subsystem, said memory subsystem storing a first vehicle speed/stopping
distance table; a vehicle proximity alarm circuit coupled to said processor subsystem, said
vehicle proximity alarm circuit issuing an alarm that said vehicle is too close to said object; said
processor subsystem determining whether to activate said vehicle proximity alarm circuit based
upon separation distance data received from said radar detector, vehicle speed data received
from said road speed sensor and said first vehicle speed/stopping distance table stored in said
memory subsystem.

32. Apparatus for optimizing operation of a vehicle according to claim 31 wherein: said at least
one sensor further includes a windshield wiper sensor for indicating whether a windshield wiper
of said vehicle is activated; and said memory subsystem further storing a second vehicle
speed/stopping distance table; if said windshield wiper sensor indicates that said windshield
wiper is deactivated, said processor subsystem determining whether to activate said vehicle
proximity alarm circuit based upon data received from said radar detector, said road speed

sensor and said first vehicle speed/stopping distance table stored in said memory subsystem; if
said windshield wiper sensor indicates that said windshield wiper is activated, said processor
subsystem determining whether to activate said vehicle proximity alarm circuit based upon data.

received from said radar detector, said road speed sensor and said second vehicle
speed/stopping distance table stored in said memory subsystem.
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Velocity owns U.S. Patent No. 5,954,781 ("the '781 patent"). On November 21, 2014, Velocity
filed the instant action against Mercedes-Benz, alleging infringement of the '781 patent. On the
same day, Velocity filed separate actions in this district against Defendants
BMW of North America, LLC and BMW Manufacturing ~Co., LLC (collectively, "BMW");

Audi of America, Inc. 7(IIAUdi"); Chrysler Group, 'LLC ("Chrysler"); [*2] and Jaguar Land
Rover North America, LLC ("Jaguar"), alleging infringement of the same patent at issue in the

Mercedes-Benz litigation. Pursuant to Local Rule 40.1, each of the suits was randomly assigned.
On December 30, 2013, Velocity moved to reassign all cases to Judge Darrah v, pursuant to
Local Rule 40.4. On January 7, 2014, Velocity's motion was granted with respect to the cases
against Chrysler and Jaguar, and a briefing schedule was set to allow BMW and Audi to
respond. On January 23, 2014, BMW responded without objection to reassignment. Audi, in No.

13- cv--8418, persists in its opposition to Velocity' 5 Motion to Reassign. For the reasons set forth
below, the Motion is granted.

LEGAL STANDARD

Random assignment of cases is the normal process within the Northern District of Illinois. Local
Rule 40.1. However, Local Rule 404 provides for cases to be reassigned to a particular court.
Such reassignment requires two showings.

First, the moving party must establish the cases are related. This is achieved by showing one or

more of the following conditions are met: (1) the cases involve the same property; (2) the
cases involve some of the same issues of fact or law; (3) the cases grow [*3] out of the same
transaction or occurrence; or (4) in class action suits, one or more of the classes involved in the
cases is or are the same. L.R. 40.4(a).

If related, a case may be reassigned to the calendar of a judge hearing an earlier—numbered
case only if (1) both cases are pending in this Court; (2) the handling of both cases by the

same judge is likely to result in a substantial saving ofjudicial time and effort; (3) the earlier
case has not progressed to the point where designating a later filed case as related would be
likely to substantially delay the proceedings in the earlier case; and (4) the cases are
susceptible of disposition in a single proceeding. L.R. 40.4(b).

ANALYSIS

Velocity argues that the Audi case is related to the Mercedes-Benz case because both allege
infringement of the '781 patent. (Pl. '5 Mot. to Reassign at 2. ) Alleging infringement of a single

patent is not, on its own, enough to establish relatedness. He/ferich Patent Licensing v. New
York Times Co.,No.10—cv- 04387, 2012 U. S. Dist. LEXIS 56151, 2012 WL 1368193, at *2 (N. D.

Ill. April 19,2012) (citing Global Patent Holdings, LLC v. Green Bay Packers, Inc. No. 00 C
4623, 2008 US. Dist. LEXIS 33296, 2008 WL 1848142, at *3 (ND. Ill. April 23, 2008)).
However, [‘4] Velocity alleges more: that the nature of the alleged infringement will likely
result in "common factual and legal issues relating to claim construction and the scope and
content of prior art." (P|.'s Mot. to Reassign at 2.) Velocity contends this allegation satisfies the

condition that "the cases involve some of the same issues of fact or law." Audi does not argue
this point.

Rather, Audi argues first that Velocity has not demonstrated that reassignment would result in
a substantial saving ofjudicial time and effort. Specifically, Audi argues that, because each of
the Defendants is an "unrelated competitor in the automotive industry and sell[s] different,
unrelated consumer automotive products," that "each lawsuit will present at least different

claim construction, non—infringement, and damage issues . . . ." (Def.'s Resp. at 4—5.) Yet, the
mere existence of differences between cases does not preclude substantial savings. "Patent
cases often require a significant investment of the Court's time due to the potentially

complicated nature of the subject matter underlying the litigation." 21 sr/ v. Enable Holdings,
Inc., No.09 C 3667, 2009 US. Dist. LEXIS 115530, 2009 WL 4884177, at *2 (ND. Ill. Dec. 9,
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2009). Although [*5] it is true that claim construction "takes place in the context of a specific
accused infringing device or process," this context simply enriches the court's ability to properly
construe the claim. Wilson Sporting Goods Co. v. Hillerich & Bradsby C0,, 442 F.3d 1322, 1326-

27 (Fed. Cir. 2006). Indeed, "claims may not be construed with reference to the accused
device." Id. at 1330. By avoiding claim construction in multiple courts, substantial judicial time
and effort can be achieved by reassignment.

Audi also argues that the requirement that the cases "be susceptible of disposition in a single

proceeding" has not been met. (Def.'s Resp. at S.) This argument's basis echoes that of Audi's
argument against judicial savings: that Audi is a separate company with its own product at
issue. But this fact is not dispositive of an inability to dispose of two cases in a single

proceeding. Pact/v Corp. v. Multisorb Technologies, Inc., No. 10 C 461, 2011 US. Dist. LEXIS
15991, 2011 WL 686813, at *5 (ND. Ill. Feb. 15, 2011.) "Rather, the issue is whether both

actions involve fundamentally similar claims and defenses that will likely be amendable to

dispositive treatment in unified proceedings, whether in claim construction, summary
[*6] judgment or trial." Id. (citations and quotation marks omitted). Velocity has alleged an

infringement of the '781 patent that is likely to feature similar issues in each of the cases. This
is not to say that the cases wi/I'be disposed of at the same time, but only that they are
susceptible. This has been shown here.

CONCLUSION

For all of the foregoing reasons, the Audi case and the Mercedes—Benz case are deemed related,
and all conditions of reassignment required by Local Rule 404(b) are met. Velocity's Motion to
Reassign is granted. Case No 1: 13— cv-8416, Velocity Patent LLC v.
BMW of North Amer1ca,LLC-; Case No 1: 13— cv- 8418, Veloc1ty Patent LLC v.
Audi ofAmeri'ca, Inc. v; Case No. 1: 13—c—v8419, Veloc1ty Patent LLC v. Chrysler Group, vLLC;
and Case No. 1:13cv-8421, Velocity Patent LLC v. Jaguar Land Rover North Amenca, LLC, are
reassigned to Judge Darrah ..

Date: 4/24/2014

/s/ John W. Darrah .

JOHN WIDARRAH v

United States District Court Judge
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US District Court Civil'Docket

U.S. District - Illinois Northern

(Chicago)

1:13cv8413

Velocity Patent Llc v. Mercedes-Benz USA, Llc et al

This case was retrieved from the court on Monday, May 12, 2014
 

Date Filed: 11/21/2013

Assigned To: Honorable John W. Darrah

Referred To: Class Code: OPEN

Nature of suit: Patent (830) Closed:

Cause: Patent Infringement Statute: 351271
Lead Docket; None Jury Demand: Plaintiff

Other Docket: 1:.13cv08419 Demand Amount: $0
1:13cv08416 NOS Description: Patent
1:13cv08418

Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Litigants Attorneys

Velocity Patent Llc . Aaron Charles Taggart
Plaintiff A'lTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Email:Ataggart@mavllp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mavl|p.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 881—7438
Email:Hlevin@mavllp.Com

James A Shimota

https://courtli-nk.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163... 5/22/2014

1956



1957

LexisNexis CourtLink — Show Docket Page 2 of l l

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216—1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mav|lp.Com

Mercedes-Benz USA, Llc Celine J Crowson
Defendant LEAD ATTORNEY;PRO HAC VICE;A‘i‘rORNEY TO BE

NOTICED

Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600

Email:Celine.Crowson@hoganlovells.Com

Anand C. Mathew

ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED,
Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312) 701-9300
Email:Mathew@sw.Com

David L DeBruin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA ‘

(312)701-9300
Email:Debruin@sw.Com

Raymond A Kurz
PRO HAC VICE;A‘I‘I'ORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 Thirteenth Street
Nw

Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Raymond.Kurz@hoganlove|ls.Com

Robert J. Weinschenk

‘ ’ PRO HAC VICE '

[Term: 02/24/2014]
Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637—5600 _
Email:Robert.Weinschenk@hoganlovel|s.Com

Steven A. Weiss
ATTORNEY-TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163... 5/22/2014

1957



1958

LexisNexis CourtLink - Show Docket - Page 3 of 1]

One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312) 701-9300
Email:Weiss@sw.Com

Mercedes—Benz US. International Inc. Celine J Crowson
Defendant LEAD ATFORNEY;PRO HAC VICE;ATFORNEY TO BE

NOTICED

Hogan Lovells Us Lip
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Ceiine.Crowson@hoganiovells.Com

Anand C. Mathew
ATrORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP .
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago, IL 60606
USA

(312) 701-9300
Email:Mathew@sw.Con1

- David L DeBruin

,ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago, IL 60606
USA

(312)701-9300
Email:Debruin@sw.Com

Raymond A Kurz
PRO HAC VICE;ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED

1 Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 Thirteenth Street
Nw

Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Raymond.Kurz@hogan|ovei|s.Com

Robert J. Weinschenk
PRO HAC VICE

[Termz 02/24/2014]
Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw .
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Robert.Weinschenk@hoganlovells.Com

Steven A. Weiss
AITORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA
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(312) 701-9300
Email:Weiss@sw.Com -

Bmw of North America, Llc
Respondent

Bmw Manufacturing Co., Llc
Respondent

Mercedes-Benz US. International Inc. Celine J Crowson

Counter Claimant LEAD ATI'ORNEY;ATI'ORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637—5600
Email:Celine.Crowson@hoganlove|ls.Com

Anand C. Mathew
ATrORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312) 701-9300
Email:Mathew@sw.Com

David L DeBruin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312)701-9300
Email:Debruin@sw.Com

Raymond A Kurz
ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 Thirteenth Street
Nw

Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Raymond.Kurz@hoganlovells.Com

Robert J. Weinschenk

[Term: 02/24/2014]
Hogan Lovells Us Up
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
EmailzRobert.Weinschenk@hogan|ovells.Com

Steven A. 'Weiss
ATrORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
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USA

(312) 701-9300
Email:Welss@sw.Com

Velocity Patent Llc Aaron Charles Taggart
Counter Defendant ATIORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Email:Ataggart@mav|lp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATIORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mavllp.Com

Howard E Levin
A‘ITORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312-216—1620

Fax: (630) 881-7438
Email:H|evin@mav|lp.Com

James A Shimota
ATI'ORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mavllp.Com

Mercedes-Benz USA, Llc Celine J Crowson
Counter Claimant LEAD ATFORNEY;ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED

. ' Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Celine.Crowson@hoganlovells.Com

Anand C. Mathew
ATrORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312) 701—9300
Email:Mathew@sw.Com
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David L DeBruin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA .

(312)701-9300~
Email:Debruin@sw.Com

Raymond A Kurz
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Hogan Lovells Us Up
555 ThirteenthStreet
Nw

Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637—5600
Email:Raymond.Kurz@hogan|ove|ls.Com

Robert J. Weinschenk

[Termz 02/24/2014]
Hogan Lovells Us Llp
555 13th Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 637-5600
Email:Robert.Weinschenk@hoganlovells.Com

Steven A. Weiss‘
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Schopf & Weiss LLP
One South Wacker Drive 28th Floor

Chicago , IL 60606
USA

(312) 701—9300
‘ Emai|:Weiss@sw.Com

Velocity Patent Llc Aaron Charles Taggart
Counter Defendant ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Email:Ataggart@mav||p.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP

180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215
Chicago , IL 60601
USA ‘

(312) 216—1626
Emai|:Abrausa@mavllp.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215
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Date

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013'

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/25/2013

11/25/2013

11/26/2013

12/02/2013

https://court1ink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/Sh0wDocket.aspx?Key=1 63 ...

#

1

10

11

Chicago , IL 60601
USA -
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 8817438
Email:Hlevin@mavl|p.Com

James A Shimota
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mav|lp.Com

Proceeding Text

COMPLAINT filed by Velocity Patent LLC; Jury Demand. Filing fee $ 400,
receipt number 0752-8957333. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Ex. A)(Shimota,
James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by James A
Shimota (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CIVIL Cover Sheet (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED to the Honorable Samuel Der—Yeghiayan. Designated as
Magistrate Judge the Honorable Michael T. Mason. (nsf, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Howard E Levin
(Levin, Howard) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Adam Robert

Brausa (Brausa, Adam) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

SUMMONS Issued as to Defendants Mercedes-Benz US. International Inc.,
Mercedes—Benz USA, LLC (pg, ) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Velocity Patent
LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Rule 3.4 Notice of Claims Involving Patents by Velocity Patent LLC

(Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013) ‘

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Samuel Der-Yeghiayan: The Clerk of
Court is to arrange for this case to, be transferred to the Patent Case Pilot
Program. Mailed notice (mw, ) (Entered: 11/25/2013)

MAILED patent report to Patent Trademark Office, Alexandria VA. (mb, )
' (Entered: 11/25/2013)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: It appearing that 1.3 C 8413, Velocity
Patent LLC v. Mercedes-Benz USA LLC, et al., pending before the Hon.
Samuel Der-Yeghiayan, has been identified for transfer to the Patent Case
Pilot Program in which this Court is participating, therefore It is hereby
ordered that 13 C 8413, Velocity Patent LLC v. Mercedes—Benz USA LLC, et
al., is to be reassigned by lot to one of the district judges participating in
the pilot program. Case reassigned to the Honorable John W. Darrah for
all further proceedings. Signed by Executive Committee on 11/26/2013.
(td, ) (Entered: 11/26/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Mercedes-Benz
USA, LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013. (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/02/2013)
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12/04/2013

12/04/2013

12/04/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/13/2013

12/16/2013

12/16/2013

12/16/2013

12/16/2013

12/20/2013

12/20/2013

12/30/2013

12/30/2013

12/31/2013

https://courtl ink.lexisnexis.com/Control Support/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key= 1 63 . ..

12

13

14

15'

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Aaron Charles
Taggart (Taggart, Aaron) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Mercedes-Benz

U.S. International Inc. on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013. (Shimota,
James) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

order: Initial status hearing set for January 21, 2014, at 9:30 am. Signed
by the Honorable John W. Darrah on 12/4/2013:(mb, ) (Entered:
12/05/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants Mercedes-Benz U.S. International
Inc., Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC by Anand C. Mathew (Mathew, Anand)
(Entered: 12/11/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants Mercedes~Benz U.S. International
Inc., Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC by David L DeBruin (DeBruin, David)
(Entered: 12/11/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants Mercedes-Benz U.S. International
Inc., Mercedes—Benz USA, LLC by Steven A. Weiss (Weiss, Steven)
(Entered: 12/11/2013)

MOTION by Defendants Mercedes-Benz U.S. International Inc., Mercedes—
Benz USA, LLC for extension of time to file Unopposed Motion for
Extension of Time to Respond to Plaintiffs Complaint (Mathew, Anand)
(Entered: 12/11/2013)

NOTICE of Motion by Anand C. Mathew for presentment of motion for
extension of time to file 18 before Honorable John W. Darrah on 1/8/2014

at 09:30 AM. (Mathew, Anand) (Entered: 12/11/2013)

ORDER Defendants' Unopposed Motion for an Extension of Time to Answer
or Otherwise Plead 18 is granted. Defendants to file their responsive
pleadings on or before January 27, 2014. No appearance is necessary on
January 8, 2014. The initial status hearing of January 21, 2014, is reset to
January 28, 2014, at 9:30 am. Signed by the Honorable John W. Darrah
on 12/13/2013: (mb, ) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752—9029306. (Kurz, Raymond) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee 3; 50, receipt number
0752-9029608. (Crowson, Celine) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/16/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752—9029764. (Weinschenk, Robert) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Mercedes-Benz
USA, LLC and Corporate Disclosure Statement (Mathew, Anand) (Entered:
12/20/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Mercedes—Benz
U.S. International Inc. and Corporate Disclosure Statement (Mathew,
Anand) (Entered: 12/20/2013)

MOTION by Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC to reassign case (Attachments: #
1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C, # 4 Exhibit D)(Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/30/2013)

NOTICE of Motion by James A Shimota for presentment of motion to
reassign case 27 before Honorable John W. Darrah on 1/7/2013 at 09:30
AM. (Shimota, James) (Entered: 12/30/2013) .

NOTICE of Motion by James A Shimota for presentment of motion to
reassign case 27 before Honorable John W. Darrah on 1/7/2014 at 09:30
AM. (Shimota, James) (Entered: 12/31/2013)
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01/06/2014

01/07/2014

01/07/2014

01/23/2014

01/27/2014

01/27/2014

01/29/2014

01/29/2014

01/29/2014

01/31/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/18/2014

02/18/2014

02/20/2014

02/20/2014

https://cou_nlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.apr?Key=163...

30

31

32

33

34.

35

36

37

38

39

4o

41

42

43

44

'45

46

47

RESPONSE by Defendants Mercedes-Benz U.S. International Inc.,
Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC to motion to reassign case 27 (Mathew, Anand)
(Entered: 01/06/2014)

ORDER Entered by the Honorable John W. Darrah: Pro hac vice motions
are granted [21, 22, 24]. Mailed notice (tlm) (Entered: 01/08/2014)

ORDER Entered by the Honorable John W. Darrah on 1/7/2014: Plaintiff's
motion to reassign cases is granted in part 27. 13 C 8419 and 13 C 8421
will- be reassigned to this Courts calendar. 13 C 8416 and 13 C 8418 will
not be reassigned at this time. Objections/responses for 13 C 8416 and 13
C 8418 to be filed by 1/29/14, reply by 2/5/ 14. Status hearing set for
1/28/14 is re—set to 4/10/14 at 9:30 a.m. Mailed notice (tlm) (Entered:
01/08/2014)

- BMW of North America, LLC &amp; BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC's
Response to Velocity's Motion to Reassign - by BMW of North America,
LLC, BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC (Reynolds, Steven) (Entered:
01/23/2014)

Mercedes—Benz U.S. International, Inc.'s ANSWER to Complaint Affirmative
Defenses, and COUNTERCLAIM filed by Mercedes-Benz U.S. International
Inc. against Velocity Patent LLC . by Mercedes—Benz U.S. International Inc.
(Weiss, Steven) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC's ANSWER to Complaint Affirmative Defenses,
and COUNTERCLAIM filed by Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC against Velocity
Patent LLC . by Mercedes—Benz USA, LLC(Weiss, Steven) (Entered:
01/27/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Objectors Audi of America, Inc, Audi of

America, LLC by Jeffrey Mark Drake NON-PARTY (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered:01/29/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Objectors Audi of America, Inc., Audi of

America, LLC by Ryan Christopher Williams NON- PARTY (Williams, Ryan)
(Entered. 01/29/2014)

RESPONSE by Objectors Audi of America, Inc., Audi of America, LLC to
notice of motion 29 and Motion to Reassign (dkt no 27) (Williams, Ryan)
(Entered: 01/29/2014)

REPLY by Velocity Patent LLC to Response 38 (Shimota, James) (Entered:
01/31/2014)

NOTICE by James A Shimota of Change of Address (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Howard E Levin of Change of Address (Levin, Howard)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Aaron Charles Taggart of Change of‘Address (Taggart, Aaron)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Adam Robert Brausa of Change of Address (Brausa, Adam)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

ANSWER to counterclaim by Velocity Patent LLC(Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/18/2014)

ANSWER to counterclaim by Velocity Patent LLC(Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/ 18/2014) .

MOTION by counsel for Defendants Mercedes—Benz U.S. International Inc.,
Mercedes—Benz USA, LLC, Counter Claimants Mercedes—Benz U.S.
International Inc., Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC to withdraw as attorney
Unopposed Motion to Withdraw as Attorney of Record (DeBruin, David)
(Entered: 02/20/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by David L DeBruin for presentment of motion to

1964
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02/24/2014

04/03/20 14

04/03/2014

04/10/20 14

04/ 1 1/2014

04/17/20 14

04/23/2014

04/24/20 14

04/24/20 14

05/07/2014

05/12/2014

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

withdraw as attorney, 46 before Honorable John W. Darrah on 2/26/2014
at 09:30 AM. (DeBruin, David) (Entered: 02/20/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Defendants' motion
to allow Robert J. Weinschenk to withdraw as attorney of record 46 is
granted. No appearances necessary on February 26, 2014. Status hearing
set for April 10, 2014, at 9:30 am. remains as scheduled. Mailed notice
(maf) (Entered: 02/24/2014) '

NOTICE by David L DeBruin of Change of Address (DeBruin, David)
(Entered: 04/03/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 04/03/2014)

ORDER: Status hearing held and continued to 4/17/14 at 9:30 am. Joint
claim construction chart and status report to be filed by 2/15/15. Claim
construction hearing is set for 3/11/15 at 1:30 pm. Signed by the
Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/10/2014. Mailed notice. (et, ) (Entered:
04/10/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: The Court's 4/10/14
order is amended to reflect the following: Joint claim construction chart
and status report to be filed by 2/25/15. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
04/11/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 4/24/14 at 9:30 am. Opinion to follow. Counsel for BMW
in case 13 C 8416, and counsel for Audi in 13 C 8418 shall be present at
the 4/24/14 status. Plaintiff shall notify them of the 4/24/14 date. Mailed
notice(maf) (Entered: 04/17/2014)

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS held on 04/10/14 before the Honorable

John W. Darrah. Court Reporter Contact Information: Mary M. Hacker,
(312) 435—5564, Mary_Hacker@i|nd.uscourts.gov. IMPORTANT: The
transcript may be viewed at the court's public terminal or purchased
through the Court Reporter/Transcriber before the deadline for Release of
Transcript Restriction. After that date it may be obtained through the

,Court Reporter/Transcriber or PACER. For further information on the
redaction process, see the Court's web site at www.i|nd.uscourts.gov
under Quick Links select Policy Regarding the Availability of Transcripts of
Court Proceedings. Redaction Request due 5/14/2014. Redacted Transcript
Deadline set for 5/26/2014. Release of Transcript Restriction set for
7/22/2014. (Hacker, Mary) (Entered: 04/23/2014)

ORDER: Status hearing and ruling on motion hearing held. For the reasons
stated in the attached memorandum opinion and order, the Audi case and
the Mercedes—Benz case are deemed related, and all conditions of
reassignment required by Local Rule 40.4(b) are met. Velocity‘s Motion to
Reassign is granted. Case No. 1:13-cv-8416, Velocity Patent LLC v. BMW
of North America, LLC; Case No. 1:13—cv-8418, Velocity Patent LLC v.
Audi of America, Inc.; Case No. 1:13-cv— 8419, Velocity Patent LLC v.
Chrysler Group, LLC; and Case No. 1:13-cv-8421, Velocity Patent LLC v.
Jaguar Land Rover North America, LLC, are reassigned to Judge Darrah.
Enter Memorandum Opinion and Order. Status hearing set for 5/7/14 at
9:30 am. Signed by the Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/24/2014. Mailed
notice (td, ) (Entered: 04/25/2014)

MEMORANDUM Opinion and Order Signed by the Honorable John W.
Darrah on 4/24/2014.Mailed notice (td, ) (Entered: 04/25/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John'W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 8/19/14 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
05/07/2014)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee 3; 50, receipt number
0752-9472073. (Raffetto, Joseph) (Entered: 05/12/2014)

Page 10 ofll
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US District Court Civil Docket

US. District - Illinois Northern

' (Chicago)

1:13cv8416

Velocity Patent Llc v. Bmw of North America, Llc et al

This case was retrieved from the court on Monday, May 12, 2014
 

Date Filed: 11/21/2013

Assigned To: Honorable John W. Darrah . Class Code: OPEN

Referred To: 1 Closed:

Nature of suit: Patent (830) Statute: 35:271

Cause: Patent Infringement Jury Demand: Both

Lead Docket: None ‘ Demand Amount: $0

Other Docket: 1:13cv08413 NOS Description: Patent

Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Litigants - Attorneys

Velocity Patent Llc James A Shimota
Plaintiff , LEAD A1TORNEY;ATTORNEY TO BE NQTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mavllp.Com

Aaron Charles Taggart
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL, 60601
USA

(312) 216—1627
Email:Ataggart@mavllp.Com -

Adam Robert Brausa _
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mavllp.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx’?Key=163... 5/22/2014
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180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312—216—1620

Fax: (630) 881-7438
Email:H|evin@mavlip.Com

Bmw of North America, Llc Andrew Neal Stein
Defendant PRO HAC VICE;A1TORNEY TO BE NOTICED’

Dla Piper Llp (us)
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5026
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799-4782
Email:Andrew.Stein@d|apiper.Com

Joseph P. Lavelle
PRO HAC VICE;AITORNEY TO BE NOTICED
DLA Piper LLP
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5034
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799 4780
Fax: 202 799 5022

Email:Joe.Lavel|e@d|apiper.Com

Steven John Reynolds
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper US LLP IL
203 North Lasalle Street 20th Floor

Chicago , IL 60601
USA
312 368 3467

Email:Steven.Reynolds@d|apiper.Com’

Bmw Manufacturing Co., Llc Andrew Neal Stein

Defendant PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Dla Piper Llp (us)
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5026
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799-4782
Email:Andrew.Stein@dlapiper.Com

Joseph P. Lavelle
PRO HAC VICE;ATIORNEY TO BE NOTICED
DLA Piper LLP '
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5034
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799 4780
Fax: 202 799 5022

Email:Joe.Lavelle@d|apiper.Com

Steven John Reynolds
ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper US LLP IL
203 North Lasalle Street 20th Floor

Chicago , IL 60601

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163... 5/22/2014
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USA
312 368 3467

Email:Steven.Reynolds@dlapiper.Com

Bmw of North America, Llc Joseph P. Lavelle
Counter Claimant PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper LLP
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5034
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799 4780
Fax: 202 799 5022

.Email:Joe.Lave||e@dlapiper.Com

Steven John Reynolds
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper US LLP IL
203 North Lasalle Street 20th Floor

Chicago , IL 60601
USA
312 368 3467

Email:Steven.Reynolds@d|apiper.Com

Veiocity Patent Llc James A Shimota
Counter Defendant LEAD ATTORNEY;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mavllp.Com

Aaron Charles Taggart
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216—1627
Email:Ataggart@mav|lp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mav|ip.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 881-7438

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163... 5/22/2014
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Email:H|evin@mavllp.Com

Bmw Manufacturing Co., Llc - Joseph P. Lavelle
Counter Claimant PRO HAC VICE;ATI'ORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper LLP
500 Eighth Street, Nw Suite 5034
Washington , DC 20004
USA

(202) 799 4780
Fax: 202 799 5022

Email:Joe.Lavelle@dlapiper.Com

Steven John Reynolds
A'I'I'ORNEY TO BE NOTICED

DLA Piper US LLP IL
203 North Lasalle Street 20th Floor

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312 368 3467

Email:Steven.Reynolds@diapiper.Com

Velocity Patent Llc James A Shimota
Counter Defendant ' LEAD ATTORNEY;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mavllp.Com

Aaron Charles Taggart
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Emaii:Ataggart@mavllp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mav|ip.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 881-7438
EmaiI:Hlevin@mavllp.Com

https://c0urtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=l63... 5/22/20l4
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Date

11/21/2013

11/21/2013.

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

I 11/21/2013

11/27/2013

12/02/2013

12/02/2013

12/02/2013

12/04/2013

12/09/2013

12/09/2013

12/09/2013

12/09/2013'

12/12/2013

12/17/2013

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=l 63

_ #

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

17

Proceeding Text

COMPLAINT filed by Velocity Patent LLC; Jury Demand; Filing fee $ 400,
receipt number 0752-8957703. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Ex. A)(Shimota,
James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CIVIL Cover Sheet (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by James A
Shimota (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED Designated as Magistrate Judge the Honorable Arlander
Keys. (Entered in error) (nsf, ) Modified on 11/21/2013 (lw, ). (Entered:
11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED to the Honorable Harry D. Leinenweber. Designated as
Magistrate Judge the Honorable Arlander Keys. (nsf, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Howard E Levin
(Levin, Howard) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

SUMMONS Issued as to Defendants BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC, BM/W of
North America, LLC (pg, ) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Adam Robert
Brausa (Brausa, Adam) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Velocity Patent
LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Rule 3.4 Notice of Claims Involving Patents by Velocity Patent LLC.
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Entered in error. (mgh, ). (Entered: 11/27/2013)

NOTICE of Correction (mgh, ) (Entered: 12/02/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to BMW of North
America, LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013. (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/02/2013) ' V

MAILED patent report to Patent Trademark Office, Alexandria VA (mgh, )
(Entered: 12/02/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Aaron Charles
Taggart (Taggart, Aaron) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC, BMW
of North America, LLC by Steven John Reynolds (Reynolds, Steven)
(Entered: 12/09/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by BMW
Manufacturing Co., LLC, BMW of North America, LLC (Reynolds, Steven)
(Entered: 12/09/2013)

MOTION by Defendants BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC, BMW of North
America, LLC for extension of time to file answer regarding complaint 1
Unopposed Motion For Extension of Time to Answer or Otherwise Plead to
Complaint (Reynolds, Steven) (Entered: 12/09/2013)

NOTICE of Motion by Steven John Reynolds for presentment of motion for
extension of time to file answer, motion for relief 15 before Honorable
Harry D. Leinenweber on 12/12/2013 at 09:30 AM. (Reynolds, Steven)
(Entered: 12/09/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Harry D. Leinenweber2The Unoposed
Motion for extension of time t01/27/2014 in which to answer or otherwise

plead 15 is granted.Mailed notice (wp, ) (Entered: 12/18/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to BMW
Manufacturing Co., LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013.

1971
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01/23/2014

01/27/2014

01/27/2014

01/27/2014

01/28/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/18/2014

02/18/2014

04/03/2014

04/24/20 14

04/24/2014

05/07/2014

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/Controlsupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163...

19

20

21

22

23

24-

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

(Shimota, James) (Entered: 12/17/2013)

BMW of North America, LLC &amp; BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC's
Response to Velocity's Motion to Reassign by BMW Manufacturing Co.,
LLC, BMW of North America, LLC (Reynolds, Steven) (Entered:
01/23/2014)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752-9139260. (Lavelie, Joseph) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

ANSWER to Complaint with Jury Demand , COUNTERCLAIM filed by BMW
of North America, LLC against Velocity Patent LLC . by BMW of North
America, LLC(Reynolds, Steven) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

ANSWER to Complaint with Jury Demand , COUNTERCLAIM filed by BMW
Manufacturing Co., LLC against Velocity Patent LLC . by BMW
Manufacturing Co., LLC(Reynolds, Steven) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752-9142672. (Stein, Andrew) (Entered: 01/28/2014)

NOTICE by James A Shimota of Change of Address (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Howard E Levin of Change of Address (Levin, Howard)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Aaron Charles Taggart of Change of Address (Taggart, Aaron)
(Enter‘ed: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Adam Robert Brausa of Change of Address (Brausa, Adam)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

ANSWER to counterclaim by. Velocity Patent LLC(Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/18/2014)

ANSWER to counterclaim by Velocity Patent LLC(Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/18/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 04/03/2014)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: Case reassigned to the Honorable John
W. Darrah for all further proceedings, in accordance with the provisions of
Local Rule 40.4 of this Court. Signed by Executive Committee on
4/24/2014. (For further details see order). (mgh, ) (Entered: 04/25/2014)

ORDER Signed by the Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/24/2014: Ruling on
motion hearing held. Pro hac vice motions are granted [20, 23]. Status
hearing set for 5/7/14 at 9:30 a.m.Mailed notice (mgh, ) (Entered:

04/28/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 8/19/14 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
05/07/2014)

Copyright © 2014 LexisNexis 'CourtLink, Inc. All rights reserved.
*** THIS DATA IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY ***
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US District Court Civil Docket

U.S. District - Illinois Northern

(Chicago)

1:13cv8418

Velocity Patent Llc v. Audi of America, Inc. et al

This case was retrieved from the court on Thursday, May 22, 2014
 

Date Filed: 11/21/2013

Assigned To: Honorable John W. Darrah
Referred To: Honorable Michael T. Mason

Nature of suit: Patent (830)

Cause: Patent Infringement
Lead Docket: None

Other Docket: 1:13cv08413

Class Code: OPEN

Closed:

Statute: 35:271

Jury Demand: Both

Demand Amount: $0

, NOS Description: Patent

Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Litigants Attorneys

Velocity Patent Llc Aaron Charles Taggart
Plaintiff = ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Emai|:Ataggart@mavllp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

1 Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago, IL_ 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mav|lp.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 881—7438
Email:Hlevin@mavllp.Com

James A Shimota
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?K‘ey=l63... 5/22/2014
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180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mavl|p.Com

Audi of America, Inc. Georg Reitboeck
Defendant LEAD ATTORNEY;PRO HAC VICE;A'|TORNEY TO BE

NOTICED

Kenyon & Kenyon
One Broadway
New York , NY 10004
USA

(212) 908-6439
Email:Greitboeck@kenyon.Com

Jeffrey Mark Drake
ATFORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone
225 W. Washington Suite 2600
Chicago , IL 60606
USA
3124604234
Fax: 3124604201

Email:Drakej@mi|lercanfield.Com

Michael J Lennon
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Kenyon & Kenyon
One Broadway
New York, NY 10004
USA

(212) 425-7200
Email:Mlennon@kenyon;Com

Ryan Christopher Williams
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone PLC

225 West Washington Street Suite 2600
Chicago , IL 60606
USA
312 460 4200

Email:Williamsr@millercanfield.Com

Susan Ann Smith

PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Kenyon & Kenyon LLP
1500 K Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington , DC 20005
USA

(202) 220—4321
Email:Ssmith@kenyon.Com

Audi of America, Llc Jeffrey Mark Drake
[Term: 01/30/2014] ' ATIORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Defendant Mill'er, Canfield, Paddock and Stone

225 W. Washington Suite 2600
Chicago, IL 60606

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/C0ntrolSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163... 5/22/2014
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Date

1 1/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/25/2013

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=l 63...

USA
3124604234
Fax: 3 124604201

Email:Drakej@millercanfie|d.Com

Michael J Lennon
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Kenyon & Kenyon
One Broadway
New York, NY 10004
USA

(212) 425-7200
Email:Mlennon@kenyon_.Com

Ryan Christopher Williams
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone PLC

225 West Washington Street Suite 2600
Chicago , IL 60606
USA .
312 460 4200

Email:Wi|Iiamsr@millercanfield.Com

Susan Ann Smith

Page 3 of 8

PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Kenyon & Kenyon LLP
1500 K Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington , DC 20005
USA

(202) 220-4321
Email:Ssmith@kenyon.Com

Proceeding‘Text

COMPLAINT filed by Velocity Patent LLC; Jury Demand. Filing fee 35 400,
receipt number 0752-8957811. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Ex. A)(Shimota,
James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CIVIL Cover Sheet (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by James A

Shimota (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED to the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall. Designated as

Magistrate Judge the Honorable Geraldine Soat Brown. (nsf, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Howard E Levin
(Levin, Howard) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Adam Robert
Brausa (Brausa, Adam) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

SUMMONS Issued as to Defendants Audi of America, Inc., Audi of America,
LLC (pg, ) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Velocity Patent
LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Rule 3.4 Notice of Claims Involving Patents by Velocity Patent LLC
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ORDER: Status Hearing set for 01/17/14 at 9:30 AM. Plaintiff is directed to
advise the defendants of the status hearing forthwith. Pursuant to LR 5.2

1975
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12/02/2013

12/04/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/06/2013

12/09/2013

12/16/2013

12/18/2013

01/09/2014

01/27/2014

01/27/2014

https://courtlink.lexisnexiscorn/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163...

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

(f), a stapled and/or bound paper copy of all electronically filed
documents, must be delivered to chambers (2356) within one business
day. Noncompliance with LR 5.2(f) will result in the imposition of a
$200.00 fine payable to the Clerk of the Court, 219 South Dearborn
Street, 20th Floor, Chicago, Illinois 60604. Parties are directed to discuss
settlement of case, consent to proceed before the Magistrate Judge, and a
proposed discovery plan. See Judge Gottschall's civil case management
information regarding pretrial case management procedures at
http://www.ilnd.uscourts.gov., Set/reset hearings. Mailed notice(vcf, )
(Entered: 11/26/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Audi of
America, LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013. (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/02/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Aaron Charles

Taggart (Taggart, Aaron) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants Audi of America, Inc., Audi of
America, LLC by Jeffrey Mark Drake (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered:
12/06/2013) .

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendants Audi of America, Inc., Audi of
America, LLC by Ryan Christopher Williams (Williams, Ryan) (Entered:
12/06/2013)

PAYMENT by Audi of America, Inc., Audi of America, LLC of Pro Hac Fee $
50, receipt number 0752-8998643. (Lennon, Michael) (Entered:
12/06/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice (Lennon, Michael) (Entered:
12/06/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee 3; 50, receipt number
0752—8998762. (Smith, Susan) (Entered: 12/06/2013)

MOTION by Defendants Audi of America, Inc., Audi of America, LLC for
extension of time to file answer regarding complaint 1 UNOPPOSED
MOTION (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered: 12/06/2013)

NOTICE of Motion by Jeffrey Mark Drake for presentment of motion for
extension of time to file answer, motion for relief 16 before Honorable
Joan B. Gottschall on 12/18/2013 at 09:30 AM. (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered:
12/06/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschal|:Attorney Michael J.
Lennon's application to appear pro hac vice 14 on behalf of the defendants
is granted. Attorney Susan A. Smith's application to appear pro hac vice
15 on behalf of the defendants is granted. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered:
12/09/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Defendants'
motion for extension of time to file answer 16 is granted. Defendants to
answer or otherwise plead by January 27, 2014. Motion hearing set for
12/18/2014 at 9:30 is stricken. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

SUM MONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Audi of
America, Inc. on 11/26/2013, answer due 12/17/2013. (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/18/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: By the agreement
of parties, status hearing set for 01/17/2014 is stricken and reset for
2/14/2014 at 09:30 am. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 01/09/2014)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Audi of America,
Inc., Audi of America, LLC (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

MOTION TO DISMISS FOR FAILURE TO STATE A CLAIM (Drake, Jeffrey)
(Entered: 01/27/2014)
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01/27/2014

01/27/2014

01/30/2014

01/30/2014

01/30/2014

01/30/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/20 14

02/07/2014

02/14/2014

02/18/2014

02/18/2014

02/18/2014

03/04/2014

03/04/20 14

03/04/2014

03/11/2014

httpsz/lcourtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.aspx?Key=163...

24

25

26

27

28

29

3O

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

MEMORANDUM by Audi of America, Inc., Audi of America, LLC in support
of Motion to Dismiss for Failure to State a Claim 23 (Drake, Jeffrey)
(Entered: 01/27/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by Jeffrey Mark Drake for presentment of Motion to

Dismiss for Failure to State a Claim 23 before Honorable Joan B. Gottschall.
on 1/31/2014 at 09:30 AM. (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Plaintiff's
Responses to Motion to Dismiss 23 due by 2/21/2014; replies due by
3/7/2014. Motion hearing set for 1/31/2014 is stricken. No appearance is
required. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 01/30/2014) '

NOTICE of Voluntary Dismissal by Velocity Patent LLC (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 01/30/2014)

AMENDED complaint by Velocity Patent LLC against Audi of America, Inc.
and terminating Audi of America, LLC (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Ex. A)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 01/30/2014)

First Amended Rule 3.4 Notice of Claims Involving Patents by Velocity
Patent LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 01/30/2014)

NOTICE by James A Shimota of Change of Address (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Howard E Levin of Change of Address (Levin, Howard)
(Entered: 02/04/2014) '

NOTICE by Aaron Charles Taggart of Change of Address (Taggart, Aaron)
(Entered: 02/04/2014) ,

NOTICE by Adam Robert Brausa of Change of Address (Brausa, Adam)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 02/07/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Status hearing
held. Defendant's motion to dismiss 23 is moot. Status hearing set for

5/16/2014 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 02/14/2014)
Second MOTION TO DISMISS FOR FAILURE TO STATE A CLAIM (Williams,
Ryan) (Entered: 02/18/2014)

MEMORANDUM by Audi of America, Inc. in support of Motion to Dismiss for
Failure to Statea Claim 36 (Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 02/18/2014)

NOTICE ofMotion by Ryan Christopher Williams for presentment of Motion
to Dismiss for Failure to State a Claim 36 before Honorable Joan B.

Gottschall on 3/5/2014 at 11:00 AM. (Williams, Ryan) (Entered:
02/18/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Plaintiff‘s
Responses to Motion to Dismiss for Failure to State a Claim 36 due by
3/19/2014; replies due by 4/2/2014. Motion hearing set for 3/5/2014 is
stricken. No appearance is required. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered:
03/04/2014)

MOTION by Defendant Audi of America, Inc. to amend/correct , MOTION
by Defendant Audi of America, Inc. for protective order (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit 1 - Proposed Protective Order, # 2 Exhibit 2 - Redlined Protective
Order, # 3 Exhibit 3 — Assignment, # 4 Exhibit 4 - Mavrakakis Bio, # 5
Exhibit 5 - Velocity Patents)(Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 03/04/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by Ryan Christopher Williams for presentment of motion
to amend/correct,, motion for protective order, 40 before Honorable Joan
B. Gottschall on 3/12/2014 at 11:00 AM. (Williams, Ryan) (Entered:
03/04/2014) ‘

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Plaintiff‘s Response
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03/17/2014

03/18/2014

03/19/2014

03/25/2014

04/02/2014

04/08/2014

04/08/2014

04/09/2014

04/09/2014

04/09/2014

04/09/2014

04/10/2014

04/10/2014

04/10/2014

04/11/2014

04/24/ 20 14

04/24/20 14
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43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

to defendant's motion to amend protective order 40 due by 3/18/2014 ;
replies due by 3/25/2014. Motion hearing set for 3/12/2014 is stricken.
Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 03/11/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: On the court's own
motion, Status hearing set for 5/16/2014 is reset for 5/30/2014 at 09:30
AM. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered: 03/17/2014)

RESPONSE by Velocity Patent LLCin Opposition to MOTION by Defendant
'Audi of America, Inc. to amend/correct MOTION by Defendant Audi of
America, Inc. for protective order 40 (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A, # 2
Exhibit B)(Shimota, James) (Entered: 03/18/2014)

RESPONSE by Velocity Patent LLCin Opposition to Second MOTION TO
DISMISS FOR FAILURE TO STATE A CLAIM 36 (Shimota, James) (Entered:
03/19/201‘4)

REPLY by Audi of America, Inc. to response in opposition to motion, 44 to
Amend/Correct Protective Order (Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 03/25/2014)

REPLY by Audi of America, Inc. to response in opposition to motion 45 to
dismiss First Amended Complaint (Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 04/02/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by James A Shimota for presentment of before
Honorable Joan B. Gottschall on 4/11/2014 at 09:30 AM. (Shimota,
James) (Entered: 04/08/2014)

MOTION by Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC to compel LOCAL PATENT RULE
2.1(b)(1) DISCLOSURES AND RESPONSES TO DISCOVERY (Attachments:
# 1 Exhibit A, # 2 Exhibit B, # 3 Exhibit C, # 4 Exhibit D, # 5 Exhibit E, #
6 Exhibit F, # 7 Exhibit G)(Shimota, James) (Entered: 04/08/2014)

MOTION by Defendant Audi of America, Inc. to transfer case to Eastern
District of Michigan (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered: 04/09/2014) ,

MEMORANDUM by Audi of America, Inc. in support of motion to transfer
case 50 (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1 — 16)(Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered:
04/09/2014)

DECLARATION of Robert A. Arturi regarding memorandum in support of
motion 51 , motion to transfer case 50 (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered:
04/09/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by Jeffrey Mark Drake for presentment of motion to
transfer case 50 before Honorable Joan B. Gottschall on 4/16/2014 at

09:30 AM. (Drake, Jeffrey) (Entered: 04/09/2014)

MOTION by Defendant Audi of America, Inc. to stay and limit discovery
(Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 04/10/2014)

MEMORANDUM by Audi of America, Inc. in support of motion to stay 54
and limit discovery (Attachments: # 1 3—4-14 Velocity RFPs to Audi, # 2
3-4-14 Velocity R095 to Audi)(Wi|liams, Ryan) (Entered: 04/10/2014)

NOTICE of Motion by Ryan Christopher Williams for presentment of motion
to stay 54 before Honorable Joan B. Gottschall on 4/16/2014 at 09:30 AM.
(Williams, Ryan) (Entered: 04/10/2014)

‘MINUTE entry before the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall: Motion hearing
held. Responses to Plaintiff's Motion to Compel 49 , Motion to Transfer 50 ,
and Motion to Stay 54 due 5/9/2014. Replies due 5/23/2014. Motion
hearings set for 4/16/2014 are stricken. Mailed notice (ef, ) (Entered:
04/11/2014)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee 3; 50, receipt number
0752-9419562. for Georg Reitboeck (Reitboeck, Georg) (Entered:
04/24/2014)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: Case reassigned to the Honorable John
W. Darrah for all further proceedings pursuant to local rule 40.4. Signed
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04/24/2014

04/28/2014

04/28/2014

04/29/2014

' 04/29/2014

05/05/2014

05/07/2014‘

05/08/2014

05/08/2014

05/09/2014

05/09/2014

05/13/2014
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62

60

61

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

7O

71

by Executive Committee on 4/24/2014. (vcf, ) (Entered: 04/25/2014)

ORDER: Ruling on motion hearing held. Pro hac vice motion is granted

58 . Defendant's motion to transfer 50 is entered and briefed as follows:
response by 5/9/14, reply by 53/23/14. In court hearing/ruling is set for
8/19/14 at 9:30 am. Defendant's second motion to dismiss 36 ,
defendant's motion to amend the protective order 40 , and defendant's
motion to stay and for limited discovery 54 are entered and continued to
5/7/14 at 9:30 am. Status hearing set for 5/7/14 at 9:30 am. Signed by
the Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/24/2014. Mailed notice(vcf, )
(Entered: 04/28/2014)

Pursuant to Local Rule 72.1, this case is hereby referred to the calendar of
Honorable Michael T. Mason for the purpose of holding proceedings related
to: discovery motions and discovery disputes, including plaintiff's motion
to compel 49 . Any extension to the discovery deadline must be heard by
Judge Darrah. Mailed notice. (maf) (Entered: 04/28/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Michael T. Mason: This case has been
referred to Magistrate Judge Mason. An initial status hearing is set for
05/13/14 at 9:00 am. in courtroom 2266. Counsel shall confer with each

other and submit an Agreed Proposed Scheduling Order to the proposed
order inbox at: Proposed_0rder_Mason@ilnd.uscourts.gov by 05/08/14.
The response and reply dates previously set 57 stand for plaintiff's motion
to compel 49 . Pursuant to Local Rule 5.2(f), the parties are reminded to
submit courtesy copies to chambers, room 2270, within one business day
of filing. (rbf, ) (Entered: 04/28/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Audi of America, Inc. by Michael J
Lennon (Lennon, Michael) (Entered: 04/29/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Audi of America, Inc. by Georg
Reitboeck (Reitboeck, Georg) (Entered: 04/29/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for/Defendant Audi of America, Inc. by Susan Ann
Smith (Smith, Susan) (Entered: 05/05/2014)

ORDER: Status hearing held. The Court being advised from the parties
that the following motions are fully briefed: defendant's second motion to
dismiss 36 and defendant's motion to amend the protective order 40 , a
status hearing/ruling is set for 8/19/14 at 9:30 am. Defendant's motion
to stay and for limited discovery 54 is entered and continued to 8/19/14 at
9:30 am. Signed by the Honorable John W. Darrah on 5/7/2014. Mailed
notice(vcf, ) (Entered: 05/08/2014)

STATUS Report by Velocity Patent LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered:
05/08/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 05/08/2014)

RESPONSE by Velocity Patent LLCin Opposition to MOTION by Defendant
Audi of America, Inc. to transfer case to Eastern District of Michigan 50
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1, # 2 Exhibit 2, # 3 Exhibit 3, # 4 Exhibit 4, #
5 Exhibit 5, # 6 Exhibit 6, # 7 Exhibit 7, # 8 Exhibit 8, # 9 Exhibit 9, # 10
Exhibit 10, # 11 Exhibit 11, # 12 Exhibit 12, # 13 Exhibit 13, # 14 Exhibit
14, # 15 Exhibit 15)(Shimota, James) (Entered: 05/09/2014)

RESPONSE by Audi of America, Inc.in Opposition to MOTION by Plaintiff
Velocity Patent LLC to compel LOCAL PATENT RULE 2.1(b)(1)
DISCLOSURES AND RESPONSES TO DISCOVERY 49 (Attachments: # 1
Exhibit 1, # 2 Exhibit 2, # 3 Exhibit 3, # 4 Exhibit 4)(Drake, Jeffrey)
(Entered: 05/09/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Michael T. MasonzMagistrate Judge
Status hearing held on 5/13/14. The Court will rule by mail on plaintiff's
motion to compel 49 and set a future status hearing at that time, if
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necessary. (rbf, ) (Entered: 05/13/2014)

05/22/2014 72 REPLY by Velocity Patent LLC to response in opposition to motion, 70
(Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1, # 2 Exhibit 2, Part A, # 3 Exhibit 2, Part B, #
4 Exhibit 3, Part A, # 5 Exhibit 3, Part B)(Shimota, James) (Entered:
05/22/2014)

Copyright © 2014 LexisNexis CourtLink, Inc. All rights reserved.
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US District Court Civil Docket

U.S. District - Illinois Northern

(Chicago)

1:13cv8419

Velocity Patent Llc v. Chrysler Group, Llc

This case was retrieved from the court on Thursday, May 22, 2014
 

Date Filed: 11/21/2013

Assigned To: Honorable John W. Darrah
Referred To:

Nature of suit: Patent (830)

Cause: Patent Infringement
Lead Docket: None

Other Docket: 1:13cv08413
Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Litigants

Velocity Patent Llc
Plaintiff

Class Code: OPEN

Closed:

Statute: 35:271

Jury Demand: Both

Demand Amount: $0

NOS Description: Patent

Attorneys

Aaron Charles Taggart
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1627
Emaii:Ataggart@mav|lp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA -

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mavilp.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312—216-1620

Fax: (630) 881—7438
Email:H|evin@mav|lp.Com

James A Shimota
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
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180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661—2555
Email:Jshimota@mavllp.Com

Chrysler Group, Llc Brian William Bell
Defendant _ ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Swanson, Martin & Bell
330 North Wabash Suite 3300

Chicago, IL 60611 ‘
USA

(312) 321-9100
Email:Bbe|l@smbtrials.Com

Charles J. Monterio , Jr.
PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Dickstein Shapiro Llp
1825 Eye Street Nw
Washington , DC 20006
USA

(202) 420-2200
Email:Monterioc@dicksteinshapiro.Com

Frank C Cimino , Jr.
l ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Dickstein Shapiro LLP
1825 Eye Street Nw
(202) 912 — 5000
Washington , DC 20006
USA

Email:Ciminof@dicksteinshapiro.Com

Marla Harumi Kanemitsu
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Dickstein Shapiro LLP
1825 Eye Street, Nw
Washington , DC 20006»
,USA

(202) 420-4859

Email_:Kanemitsum@dicksteinshapiro.Com

P. Stephen Fardy

ATTORNEY TO. BE NOTICED
Swanson, Martin & Bell
330 North Wabash Suite 3300

Chicago, IL 60611
USA

(312) 321-9100
Email:Sfardy@smbtria|s.Com

Date # Proceeding Text Source

11/21/2013 1 COMPLAINT filed by Velocity Patent LLC; Jury Demand. Filing fee $ 400,
receipt number 0752-8957934. (Attachments: # 1 Errata Ex. A)(Shimota,
James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

11/21/2013 2 CIVIL Cover Sheet (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)
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11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/22/2013

11/22/2013

12/02/2013

12/02/2013

12/03/2013

12/04/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/12/2013

12/19/2013

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserContro]s/ShowDocket.aspx?Key= 1 63

3

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by James A
Shimota (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED to the Honorable Edmond E. Chang. Designated as
Magistrate Judge the Honorable Maria Valdez. (nsf, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Howard E Levin
(Levin, Howard) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Adam Robert
Brausa (Brausa, Adam) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

SUMMONS Issued as to Defendant Chrysler Group, LLC (pg, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Velocity Patent
LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Notice of Claims Involving Patents Pursuant to Rule 3.4 by Velocity Patent
LLC (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

MAILED patent report to Patent Trademark Office, Alexandria VA (tg, )
(Entered: 11/22/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Edmond E. Chang: Status hearing set
for February 6, 2014 at 8:30 am. The parties must file a joint initial
status report with the content described in the attached status report
requirements at least 3 business days before the initial status hearing.
Plaintiff must still file the report even if not all Defendants have been
served or have responded to requests to craft a joint report. Additionally,
the parties must read Judge Chang's Case Management Procedures on the
Court's website; those Procedures are considered standing orders in this
case.Mailed notice (Attachments: # 1 Status Report Requirements) (slb, )
(Entered: 11/22/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Chrysler
Group, LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013. (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 12/02/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Edmond E. Chang: The status hearing
of 2/6/2014 is reset to 1/7/2014 at 9:30 am. The status report is due at
least 3 business days before’the initial status hearing. Mailed notice (slb, )
(Entered: 12/02/2013)

MINUTEentry before the Honorable Edmond E. Chang: Plaintiff's counsel
called the courtroom deputy to say that Plaintiff had intended to check the
box on the Civil Cover Sheet form that states there is a related case (13 C
08413) in Section IX of the form. Counsel asked whether there was a way
to administratively correct the form in order to have the case reassigned
as related; counsel was instructed to file a motion (where all parties may
weigh in) rather than rely on some other mechanism. Mailed notice (slb, )
(Entered: 12/03/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Aaron Charles
Taggart (Taggart, Aaron) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Chrysler Group, LLC by Marla
Harumi Kanemitsu (KanemitsurMarIa) (Entered: 12/11/2013)

MOTION by Defendant Chrysler Group, LLC for extension of time to file
answer regarding complaint 1 (Attachments: # 1 Unopposed Motion for a
45 day Extension of Time)(Kanemitsu, Marla) (Entered: 12/11/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
07529017144. (Cimino, Frank) (Entered: 12/12/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Edmond E. Chang: Defendant's
unopposed extension motion 15 to answer is granted to 01/27/2014. The
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12/23/2013

01/06/2014

01/07/2014

01/07/2014

01/07/2014

01/10/2014

01/27/2014

02/04/20 14

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/24/2014

04/03/2014

04/10/2014

04/17/2014

04/21/2014

04/24/2014

05/07/2014

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

motion to proceed pro hac vice 16 is granted. With regard to noticing-up
motions, the extension motion did not appear on the CM/ECF system for
some reason. (Icw, ) (Entered: 12/19/2013)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Edmond E. Chang: In light of the new
answer deadline, the status hearing of 01/07/2014 is reset to 02/06/2014
at 8:30 a.m. The joint written status report is due on 02/03/2014. (Icw, )
(Entered: 12/23/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752—9073340. (Monterio, Charles) (Entered: 01/06/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Chrysler Group, LLC by P. Stephen
Fardy (Attachments: # 1 Certificate of Service)(Fardy, P.) (Entered:
01/07/2014)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Chrysler Group, LLC by Brian
William Bell (Attachments: # 1 Certificate of Service)(Bell, Brian)
(Entered: 01/07/2014)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER. Case reassigned to the Honorable John

W. Darrah for all further proceedings. Signed by Executive Committee on
1/7/2014. (tg, ) (Entered: 01/08/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing set
for 4/10/14 at 9:30 a.m. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered: 01/10/2014)

ANSWER to Complaint with Jury Demand by Chrysler Group, LLC(Fardy,P.) (Entered. 01/27/2014)

NOTICE by James A Shimota of Change of Address (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Howard E Levin of Change of Address (Levin, Howard)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Aaron Charles Taggart of Change of Address (Taggart, Aaron)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Adam Robert Brausa of Change of,Address (Brausa, Adam)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

Updated Corporate Disclosure by Chrysler Group, LLC (Fardy, P.)
(Entered: 02/24/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 04/03/2014)

ORDER : Status hearing held and continued to 4/17/14 at 9:30 a.m. Joint
claim construction chart and status report to be filed by 2/15/15. Claim
construction hearing is set for 3/11/15 at 1:30 pm. Signed by the
Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/10/2014. Mailed notice (tg, ) (Entered:
04/11/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W, Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 4/24/14 at 9:30 a.m.Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
04/17/2014)

ORDER: Pro hac vice motion is granted 19 . Signed by the Honorable John
W. Darrah on 4/21/2014. Mailed notice (tg, ) (Entered: 04/21/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 5/7/14 at 9:30 a.m. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
04/24/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 8/19/14 at 9:30 a.m. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
05/07/2014)
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US District Court Civil Docket

U.S. District - Illinois Northern

(Chicago)

1: 13cv8421

Velocity Patent Llc v. Jaguar Land Rover North America, Llc

This case was retrieved from the court on Thursday, May 22, 2014
 

Date Filed: 11/21/2013

Assigned To: Honorable John W. Darrah Class Code: OPEN
Referred To: ' Closed:

Nature of suit:

. Cause:

Lead Docket:

Other Docket:

Patent (830) ’ Statute: 35:271

Patent Infringement
None

None

. Jury Demand: Both
Demand Amount: $0

NOS Description: Patent

Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Litigants Attorneys

Velocity Patent Llc James A Shimota
Plaintiff LEAD ATTORNEY;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Fax: (773)661-2555
Email:Jshimota@mav|lp.Com

Aaron Charles Taggart
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216—1627
Emailetaggart@mavllp.Com

Adam Robert Brausa
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
180 North Lasalle Street Suite 2215

Chicago , IL 60601
USA

(312) 216-1626
Email:Abrausa@mavl|p.Com

Howard E Levin
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Mavrakakis Law Group LLP
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180 N. Lasalle Suite 2215

Chicago, IL 60601
USA
312-216-1620

Fax: (630) 881-7438
Email:H|evin@mavllp.Com

Jaguar Land Rover North America, Llc Cassius K. Sims
PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICEDDefendant

Date

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

https://courtlink.lexisnexis.com/ControlSupport/UserControls/ShowDocket.apr?Key=163...

#

Latham & Watkins LLP
885 Third Avenue

New York , NY 10022
USA

(212) 906-1200
Email:Cassius.Sims@lw.Com

Clement Joseph Naples

Page 2 of 4

PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Latham & Watkins LLP
885 Third Avenue

New York , NY 10022
USA

(212) 906—1200
Email:Clement.Nap|es@lw.Com

Kristopher R. Davis
ATTORNEY TO BE .NOTICED
Latham & Watkins LLP
330 N. Wabash Avenue Suite 2800

Chicago , IL 60611
USA

(312) 876-7700
Fax: (312) 993—9767
Email:Kris.Davis@|w.Com

Matthew John Moore

PRO HAC VICE;ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
Latham & Watkins LLP
555 Eleventh Street Nw Suite 1000

Washington , DC 20004
USA'

(202) 637-2200
Email:Matthew.Moore@lw.Com

Proceeding Text

COMPLAINT filed by Velocity Patent LLC; Jury Demand. Filing fee $ 400,
receipt number 0752—8958007. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit Ex. A)(Shimota,
James) (Entered: 11/21/2013) ‘

CIVIL Cover Sheet (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by James A
Shimota (Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

CASE ASSIGNED to the Honorable Robert W. Gettleman. Designated as

Magistrate Judge the Honorable Jeffrey T. Gilbert. (nsf, ) (Entered:
11/21/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Howard E Levin
(Levin, Howard) (Entered: 11/21/2013)
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11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/21/2013

11/22/2013

11/25/2013

1 1/26/2013

1 2/02/20 13

12/04/2013

12/10/2013.

12/10/2013

12/10/2013

12/10/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/11/2013

12/16/2013

01/07/2014
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Adam Robert
Brausa (Brausa, Adam) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

SUMMONS Issued as to Defendant Jaguar Land Rover North America, LLC
(pg, ) (Entered: 11/21/2013) .

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by All Plaintiffs
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

Rule 3.4 Notice of Claims Involving Patents by Velocity Patent LLC
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 11/21/2013)

MAILED patent report to Patent Trademark Office, Alexandria VA. (tlm)
(Entered: 11/22/2013)

ORDER the Clerk is to arrange for this case to be transferred to the Patent
Case Pilot Program, signed by the Honorable Robert W. Gettleman on
11/25/2013: Mailed notice (gds) (Entered: 11/25/2013)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: It appearing that 13 C 8421, Velocity
Patent LLC v. Jaguar Land Rover North America LLC, pending before the
Hon. Robert W. Gettleman, has been identified for transfer to the Patent
Case Pilot Program in which this Court is participating, therefore It is
hereby ordered that 13 C 8421, Velocity Patent LLC v. Jaguar Land Rover
North America LLC,, is to be reassigned by lot to one of the district judges
participating in the pilot program. Case reassigned to the Honorable Elaine
E. Bucklo for all further proceedings. Signed by Executive Committee on
11/26/2013. (td, ) (Entered: 11/26/2013)

SUMMONS Returned Executed by Velocity Patent LLC as to Jaguar Land
Rover North America, LLC on 11/22/2013, answer due 12/13/2013.
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 12/02/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Plaintiff Velocity Patent LLC by Aaron Charles
Taggart (Taggart, Aaron) (Entered: 12/04/2013)

ATTORNEY Appearance for Defendant Jaguar Land Rover North America,
LLC by Kristopher R. Davis (Davis, Kristopher) (Entered: 12/10/2013)

NOTIFICATION of Affiliates pursuant to Local Rule 3.2 by Jaguar Land
Rover North America, LLC (Davis, Kristopher) (Entered: 12/10/2013)

MOTION by Defendant Jaguar Land Rover North America, LLC for
extension of time to file answer regarding complaint 1 — Defendant's
Unopposed Motion for Extension of Time to Answer or Otherwise Plead
(Davis, Kristopher) (Entered: 12/10/2013)

NOTICE of Motion by Kristopher R. Davis for presentment of motion for
extension of time to file answer, motion for relief 15 before Honorable
Elaine E. Bucklo on 12/17/2013 at 09:30 AM. (Davis, Kristopher)
(Entered: 12/10/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752-9012819. (Sims, Cassius) (Entered. 12/11/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752-9013079. (Naples, Clement) (Entered: 12/11/2013)

MOTION for Leave to Appear Pro Hac Vice Filing fee $ 50, receipt number
0752-9014790. (Moore, Matthew) (Entered: 12/11/2013)

‘ MINUTE entry before the Honorable Elaine E. Bucklo: Defendant's
Unopposed Motion for extension of time until 1/27/2014 to answer or
otherwise plead 15 is granted. Application to appear pro hac vice of
Cassius Sims 17 , Clement J. Naples 18 and Matthew J. Moore 19 as
counsel for defendant are granted. Scheduling Conference set for
1/31/2014 at 9:30 AM. Mailed notice (jdh) (Entered: 12/16/2013)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ORDER: Case reassigned to the Honorable John
W. Darrah for all further proceedings. Related Case No. 13cv8413. Entered
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01/10/2014

01/27/2014

01/28/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

02/04/2014

04/03/2014

04/ 10/2014

04/11/2014

04/17/2014

04/24/2014

05/07/2014
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23

24

25

26

27

28

29

3O

31

32

33

34

by Executive Committee on 1/7/14.(gcy, ) (Entered: 01/08/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing set
for 4/10/14 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered: 01/10/2014)

ANSWER to Complaint with Jury Demand by Jaguar Land Rover North
America, LLC(Davis, Kristopher) (Entered: 01/27/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable Elaine E. Bucklo: This case having
been reassigned to Judge Darrah, the scheduling conference set for
1/31/2014 before Judge Bucklo is stricken. Mailed notice (jdh) (Entered:
01/28/2014)

NOTICE by James A Shimota of Change of Address (Shimota, James)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Howard E Levin of Change of Address (Levin, Howard)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Aaron Charles Taggart of Change of Address (Taggart, Aaron)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

NOTICE by Adam Robert Brausa of Change of Address (Brausa, Adam)
(Entered: 02/04/2014)

REPORT of Rule 26(f) Planning Meeting (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1)
(Shimota, James) (Entered: 04/03/2014)

ORDER: Status hearing held and continued to 4/17/14 at 9:30 am. Joint
claim construction chart and status report to be filed by 2/15/15. Claim
Construction hearing is set for 3/11/15 at 1:30 pm. Signed by the
Honorable John W. Darrah on 4/10/2014.(gcy, ) (Entered: 04/11/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: The Court's 4/10/14
order is amended to reflect the following: Joint claim construction chart
and status report to be filed by 2/25/15. Mailed notice(maf.) (Entered:
04/11/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 4/24/14 at 9:30 a.m.Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
04/17/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 5/7/14 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
04/24/2014)

MINUTE entry before the Honorable John W. Darrah: Status hearing held
and continued to 8/19/14 at 9:30 am. Mailed notice(maf) (Entered:
05/07/2014)
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United Sane: Patent and Trademark OfficeAddie": COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSRot BOX 1450

Alexandria, Vugini- 22313-1450www.mptotgov 
CONFIRMATION NO. 9999

Bib Data Sheet

FILING OR 371(c)

SERIAL NUMBER 1 DATE GROUP ART UNIT ATTORNEY
90/013,252. 05/22/2014 3993 DOCKET NO.

RULE

AIA (First Inventor to File): YES

INVENTORS

5,954,781, Residence Not Provided; .
VELOCITY PATENT LLC. (OWNER), ATHERTON, CA;
VOLKSWAGEN GROUP OF AMERICA, INC. (3RD PTY. REQ.), HERNDON, VA;
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KENYON & KENYON LLP, NEW YORK, NY
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