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(57) ABSTRACT

Tiresome entry of numerousletters of the alphabet into a
hand-held device for assembling a short text message for
transmission via a short message service (SMS)to a second
terminal is avoided by the sending of a short voice message
(SVM). The SVM is recordedin the sending terminal and
sent to a SVMservice center (SVMSC). The SVMSCmay
notify the intended recipient of the arrival of the SVM and
awail acceptance before sendingit. The second terminal may
then commence a bidirectional communication so that an

instant voice message session can be established. Alterna-
tively, the problem can be overcome by converting the
spoken SVM totext in the user terminal by meansofvoice
recognition software and sending the converted text to the
recipient by meansofthe traditional SMSinfrastructure for
display as text or for playback as text converted to voice.
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SENDER USER EQUIPMENT RECEIVES SIGNAL FROM SENDING 12
PRINCIPAL THAT SVM IS TO BE ENUNCIATED

SENDER USER EQUIPMENT PREPARES TO RECEIVE SVM be

SENDER USER EQUIPMENT PROVIDES SIGNAL TO SENDING 18
PRINCIPAL TO BEGIN ENUNCIATING SVM

SENDER USER EQUIPMENT RECEIVES AND STORES SVM DURING 22

ENUNCIATION

SVM CONCLUDED a

RECIPIENT SELECTED BY SENDING PRINCIPAL

SVM SENT TO IM/SMS SERVICE BY SENDER EQUIPMENT AND 28
FROM THERE TO INSTANT INBOX OF RECIPIENT

RECIPIENT RECEIVES A NOTIFICATION VIA INBOX UA "

RECIPIENT DECIDES TO RECEIVE SVM AND SIGNALS REQUEST 34
FOR DELIVERY/PLAYBACK

IM/SMS SERVICE OR INBOX PROVIDES DELIVERY/PLAYBACK OF 36

SVM TO RECIPIENT
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