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A

sermon.

B {th religious teaching as exp d in ser-
mons: the movies could rival the pulpit as an agency mould-
ing the ideas of the mass public,

2 a raised platform in the bows of a fishing boat or
whaler.

® a guard rail enclosing a small area at the bow of 2
yacht.

= ORIGIN Middle Engiish: from Latin pulpitum ‘scaf:
fold, platform’, in medieval Latin ‘pulpit’

pulpwood » noun (mass nous; timber suitable for mak-
inginto pulp.

pulque ['pulker, ‘pulkil B noun [mass noun] a Mexican
aleoholic drink made by fermenting sap from the
maguey plant.

= ORICIN via American Spanish from Nahuatl pulitihii
‘decomposed’.

pulsar [palsa; b noun Asronamy a celestial object,
thought to be a rapidly rotating neutron star, that
emits regular pulses of radio waves and other elec-
tromagneric radiation at rates of up to one thousand
pulses per second.

= ORIGIN from pulsiating stjar, on the pattern of quasar.

pulsate pal'seit, ‘palsert/ b verb [ obj] expand and
contract with strong regular movements: blood vessels
throb and pulsate.
™ [ofen at ad). pulsating) produce a 5 i
sensation or sound: dance the night away in one of the pul-
sating discos, W [usu. is 2] pulsating] be very exciting:
victory in a pulsating semi-final.

= DERIVATIVES pulsation noun, pulsater noun, pulsa-
tory ["palsat{a)ri/ adjactive,

= ORIGIN late 18th cent. (earlier (Middle English) as pul-
sation): from Latin pulset- ‘throbbed, pulsed, from
the verb pulsare, frequentative of pellere ‘to drive,
bear’

pulsatile ['palsatal/ b adjective chicfy Prysiclagy pulsat-
ing; relating to pulsation: pulsatile tinnitus,

= ORIGIN late Middle English: from medieval Lztin
pulsatilis (in vena pulsatilis ‘artery’), from the verb
pulsare (see PULSATE), . B .-

.. pulsatilia | plsa'ula) & noun a plant of a genus that

includes the pasque flower.
® Ganus Pulsatils, family Ranunculaceae.

= ORIGIN modern Latin, diminutive of pulsatus ‘beaten
about’, expressing the notion "small flower beaten by
thewind'.

pulse’ » noun 1 a rhythmical throbbing of the arter-
ies as blood is propelled through them, typically as
feltin the wrists or neck: the dactor found a faint pulse i
the idea was enough to set my pulse racing,
W each successive throb of the arteries or heart.
2 a single vibration or short burst of sound, electric
current, light, or other wave: a pulse of gamma rays |
[8s mogifier] @ pulse generator
W 2 musical beat or other regular rhythm.

. 4 e e g me e e M LS LU
bustion is intermittent, the ignition and expulsion
of each charge of mixture causing the intake of a
fresh charge,

pulse-label p verb (wih obj] Bicshemistry subject (cells
in 2 culture) to a pulse of an isotopic label.

puise » noun | ] Eleclranics a type
of modulation in which pulses are varied in some
respect, such as width or amplitude, to represent the
amplitude of a signal.

pultrude jpul'tru:d, pal-f - verd [with obj] fusu. as ad).
pultruded] make (a reinforced plastic article) by
drawing resin-coated glass fibres through a heated
die.

= DERIVATIVES pultrusion noun,

= ORIGIN 1960s: from pul(ling] - exTRUDE,

pulverize (also pulverise) b verb [witt o5} ) reduce to
fine particles: the brick of the villages was pulverized by
the bombardment.

W inéarmal, chisfly Brit. defeat utterly: he had o winning car
and pulverized the opposition.

= DERIVATIVES p ion noun, pulverizer noun.

= OriGIN late Middle English: from late Latin
pulverizare, from pulvis, pulver 'dusr’.

pulverulent jpal'verul{sint/ b adjective zrchaic consise-
ingoffine particles; powdery or crumbly.

= ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin pulverulentus, from
pudvis, pubver- “dust’,

PUlVInUS [pal vamss/ b noun (pl pulvini j-narf] Bateny an
enlarged section ar the base of a leaf stalk in some
plants, which is subject to changes of rigidity lead-
ing to mevements of the leaf or leafler.

= ORICIN mid 15th cent: from Latin, literally ‘cush-
ion',

puma p- noun chisfiy 8nl a large American wild cat with
a plain tawny to grevish coat, found from Canada to
Patagonia. Also called €OUGAR, PANTHER, and
MOUNTAIN LIoN in North America.
® Faifs concoior family Felidae.

= ORIGIN late 18th cent.: via Spanish from Quechua.

pumice [ pamus/ b noun [mass nou] a verylight and por-
ous valeanic rock formed when a gastich froth of
glassy lava solidifies rapidly. .

W (also pumice stone} [saurtnoun! a plece of pumice
used as an abrasive, especialiy for remaoving hard skin.

P verh [mith 00i) rub with pumice w smooth or clean,

= DERIVATIVES pumiceous [pju: mifas/ adjective.

= ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French pomis,
from a Latin dialect variant of pumex, pumic-. Com-
pare with POuNCE?,

I e verb (p P pum-
lled; US P ] ) [with
oty] strike repeatedly with the fists: he felt like  boxer
who had been pummelled mercilessly against the ropes.
W H.Amer. informal criticize severely: he has been pummelled
by the reviewers,
= oRIGIN mid 16th cent.: variant of POMMEL.
1o b noun variant spelling of romere.

3 the centrai point of energy and ization in an
area or activity: those close to the financial and economic
pulse maintain that there have been fundamental changes.
4 Bicchem'siry 2 measured amount of an isotopic label
given to a culture of cells.

»verb 1 [na obj] throb rhythinically; pulsate: a knot of
muscles at the side of his jaw pulsed,
2 [«ith obj] modulate (a wave or beam) so thart it
becomes a series of pulses. . -
® apply a pulsed signal to (a devite). @ Bishenisiry short
for PULSE-LABEL.

= PHRASES feel (or take] the pulse of determine the
heart rate of (someone) by feeling and timing the pul-
sation of an artery. ® ascertain the general mood or
opinion of: the conference will be an opportunity to feel the
pulse af thase working in the field

= DERIVATIVES pulseless sgjsctive,

= ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin puisus ‘beat-
ing’, from pellere "to drive, beat”.

pulse? » noun the edible seed of 2 leguminous plant,
for example a chickpea, lentil, or bean.
W aplant producing pulses.

= ORICIN Middle English: from Old French pols, from
Latin puls ‘porridge of meal or pulse’; rejated to poL.
LEN.

pulse code modulation » noun jmss nown] Eiectron-
iesa pulse medulation technique in which the ampli-
tude of an analogue signal is converted to a binary
value represented as a series of pulses.

PUmMp? e noun 1 2 mechanical device using suction or

pressure Lo raise or move liquids, compress gases, or
force air into inflatable objects such as tyres: a perral
® [insing.| an instance of moving someching by or as if
by & pump: the pump of blsod o her heart,
2 jwilh mdifier] Physiology an active transport mechan-
ism in living cells by which specific ions are moved
through the cell membrane against a concentration
gradient: the bacterium's sodium pumyp.

W verb iwith obj.] 4 [with adverbial of direction] force (liquid, gas,
et} to move by or as if by means of a pump: the blood
ispumped around the body. -
= (3 oby., with advertial of direction] move in spurts as though
driven by a pump; bload was pumping from a wound in his
shoulder m (Pump something out) produce or emit

hing in large it carmival
bands pumping out music.
2 £l (something such as a tyre or balloon) with
liquid or gas using a pump: 1 fetched the bike and
pumped up the back tyre | my veins had heen pumped
full of glucose.
® infarmal shoot (buliets) into (2 targetl B (pump some-
thing infinte] infirmal invest a large sum of money in
(semething): he pumped all his savings inta building the
foat. W {pump something up) indmal tuen up the vol-
ume of music. ® 3234 pumped o pumped up] infumal
wvery enthusiastic or excited: the team cams out really
pumped up.

s 4 e O LI, Y PILGILY W PEEVEILL SKIG
ding,

4 inizemd! try to elicit information from (someone) by
persistent questioning: she began to pump her friend
for derails,

= PHRASES pump someone’s hand shake a person’s
hand vigorously pump iren inormal exercise with
weights.

= DERIVATIVES pumper noun.

— ORI1GIN late Middle English (originally in nautical
use): related to Dutch pomp ‘ship's pump’ (earlier in
the sense ‘wooden or metal conduit’), probably
partiy of imitative origin.

PUmMPp: - noun a light shoe, in particular:

W chuelly N. English 2 sports shoe: a plimsoll. m 8t a light
shoe for dancing. ® 4. Amer, a court shoe,

= oRrIGIN mid 16th cent.: of unknown origin.

pump-action p adjective 1 denoting a repeating
firearm in which 2 new round is brought from the
magazine into the breech by a slide action in line

with the barrel: o pump-action shatgun.

24 ing an unp ized spray disg for
liquid that is worked by finger action rather than by
internal pressure (as in an aerosol),

pumpernickel | pumpa ntk(a)l. 'pam-/ b noun fmass
noun] dark, dense German bread made from coarsely
ground wholemeal rye.

= ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: transferred use of German
FPumpernickel 'lout, bumpkin', of unknown ultimare
origin.

PUmMPp gun » noun a pump-action rifle with a tubular
magazine,

pumpkin p neun 1 a large rounded orangeyellow
fruitwith a thick rind, the flesh of which can be used
in sweet or savoury dishes.

2 the plant of the gourd family which produces
pumpkins, having tendrils and large lobed leaves
and native to warm regions of America.

® Genus Cucwbita, family Cucurtvacess: several species, in par
ligular C. pepe.

= Eril another term for sauasH?,

= ORLGIN late 17th cent.: alteration of earlier pumpion,
from obsalete French pompon, via Latin from Greek
pepin ‘large melon’ (see PEPO),

pumpkinseed b noun (pl same or pumpkinseeds)
a small, edible brightly coloured freshwater fish of
the sunfish family, native to North America. It is
popular in aquaria and has been introduced into
many Furopean waters, .
 Lepomis gibby , family C i

Pump-priming » noun [massnoun] 4 the introduction
of fluid into a pump to prepare it for working,

2 the stimulation of economic activity by invest-
ment: {ss mogifier] a pump-priming fund.

= DERIVATIVES pump-prime vrh, pump-primer noun.

pump room » noun a room, building, or compart-
ment in which pumps are housed or from which
they are controlled.
¥ 3room ata spa where medicinal water is dispensed.

PUM-pUM |pumpum/ & noun W. indisn wigsr slaag the
female genitals.

= ORIGIN from a West African language.

pun’ p noun a joke explioiting the different possible
meanings of a word or the fact that there are wards
which seund alike but have different meanings.

P verh (puns, punning, punned) [f3 08].] [2hen 35 2d]. pun-
ning| make a pun,

= DERIVATIVES punningly zdvert, punster noun.

= ORIGIN mid 37th cent.: perhaps an abbreviation of
obsolete pundigrion, as a fanciful alteration of Punc-
TILIO.

Pun? b verb (puns, punning. punned) fwith okj.] Brit. con-
solidate (earth or rubble] by pounding it.

= DERIVATIVES punner noun,

= ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: dialect varfant of Pouno?,

Puna ['pu:na b noun 1 a high treeless plateau in the
Peruvian Andes,
2another term for ALTITUDE SIGKNESS.

- ORIGIN Via American Spanish from Quechua,

Punan fpunani » noun (o same or Punans] 1 a
member of any of various groups of Dayak peoples
inhabiting parts of Borneo.
2 [mass noun] any of the related languages of the
Punan, now with fewer than 4.000 speakers.

P adjective relating to the Punan or their languages.

= ORIGIN the name in Dayale

CONSONANTS: b but d dog f few g get
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pronounced same} ene of a number of women who
sat and knitted while attending public executions
during the French Revolution.

= ORIGIK French. from tricoter to knit".

tric-trac » noun fmass noun’ hiswarical a form of backgam-
mon.

= 0RIGIN late 17th cent.: from French, from the click-
ing sound made by the game pieces.

tricuspid jtrarkaspid) » adjective 1 denoting a tooth

with three cusps or points.
2 denoting or relating 10 a valve formed of three tri-
angular segments, particularly that between the
right atrium and ventricle of the heart: tricuspid
atresia.

= ORIGIN late 17th cent: from TRi- ‘three’ + Latin
cuspis, cuspid-'cusp”.

tricycle b noun a vehicle similar to a bicycle, but hav-
ing three wheels, two at the back and one at the
front.
® a three-wheeled motor vehicle for a disabled driver.

= verb [no oy ] {aften as noun tricyeling] ride on a tricycle.

= DERIVATIVES trieyclist noun.

tricyclic /irar saklk/ » adjective Chemistry jof a com-
pound} having three rings of atoms in its melecule.

» noun (usu. trieyelies) Medicine any of a class of ant-
depressant drugs having molecules with three fused
rings. :

= ORICIN late 1gth cent: from TR ‘three’ + Greek
uklos ‘circle’ = -1e.

tridactyl juardakul] b adjective Zoclogy (of a verte-
brate limb) having three toes or fingers.

= DERIVATIVES tridactyly noun,

= ORIGIN early 1gth cent.: from TRi- ‘three’ + Greek
dektulos “finger’,

trident b noun 1 a three-pronged spear, especially as
an attribute of Poseidon [N r Bri ia.

2 {Trident) a US design of submarine-launched long-
range ballistic missile.

= ORGIN late Middle English: from Latin trident-, from
71 “three’ + dens, dent ‘tooth’.

Tridentine [ur'dentan, war-! b adjective relating to
the Council of Trent, especially as the basis of Roman
Cathelic doctrine. .

= ORIGIN from medieval Latin Tridentinus, from
Tridentum “Trent’,

Tridentine mass p noun the Latin Eucharistic lit-
urgy used by the Roman Cathalic Church from 1570
o 1964.

triduum [ 'tndjosm, ‘trar-/ B noun [in sing ] fespecially in
the Roman Catholie Church) a period of three days’

NG 1ce, specifically Maundy Tt Good Fri-
‘day, and Holy Saturday.

= ORIGIN Latin, from mi- ‘three’ + dies ‘day’.

tridymite ['trdmartj b noun (mase nour] a high-tem-
perature form of quartz found as thin hexagonal
crystals in some igneous rocks and stcny meteorites,

| = oRIGIN mid 191k cent.: from German Tridymit, from

Greek tridumos ‘threefold’, from ti- ‘three' + dumos
{as in didumos ‘twin’), because of its occurrence in
groups of three crystals.

tried past and past participle of TRY. -

= PERASES tried and tested (or tried and trusted or
N. 4mar. tried and true] denoting something that has
proven in the past to be effective or reliable: a trisd-
and-tested recipe.

triene [trai:n » noun Chemistry an unsaturated hydro-
carbon containing three couble bonds between
carbon atoms.

triennial jiza'enssl] b adjective recurring every three
vears: the triesinial meeting of the Association.
® lasting for or relating to a period of three years.

B noun a visitation of an Anglican diocese by its bishop
every three years. )

= DERIVATIVES triennially aoverb.

= 0R1GIN mid 16th cent.; from late Latin triennis (from
Latin tri-'three’ + annus "year’) + -AL.

triennium jtrarzasmf » noun ipl, triennia [-nzsf or tri-
enniums)| a specified period of three years.

- ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Latin, from tri- ‘three’ +
annum "year',

Trier jiisf a city on the River Mosel in Rhineland-
Palatinate, western Germany; pop. 99,200 (est. 2002).
French name TREvESs. Established by a Germanic
tribe, the Treveri, c.400 Bc, Trier is one of the oldest

nowever unsuccesstul they may be: Kelly was described
by her teachers as a real trier.

»-iett (trigs, trigging, trigged; (wif ot ) make neat and
smart in appearance: he has rigged her and trigged her

2 3 person or body responsible for § igating and
deciding a case judicially: the jury is the trier of fact.

Trieste jtri'est/ a city in NE Italy, the largest port on
the Adriatic and capital of FriuliVenezia Giulia
region; pop. 209,520 (2001). Formerly held by Austria
(1382-1518), Trieste was annexed by Italy after the
First World War. The Free Territory of Trieste was cre-
ated after the Second World War but returned to
Itdly in 1954,

trifa | trarfa) b adjective another term for TREFA

trifacial nerve ftrarfer/{s)l/ » noun another term
fOr TRIGEMINAL NERVE.

trifecta fira'fekts) B noun N Amer. & Austrai/iZ a bet in
which the person berting farecasts the first three fin-
ishers in a race in the correct order.
® [irsing.] a run of three wins or grand events: ke will
amemnpt a trifecta of the long jump, triple jumg, and
120-meter high hurdles.

= ORIGIN 1970$: from TRi- ‘three’ + PERFECTA,

triffid » noun (in science fiction] 2 member of a race of
predatory plants which are capable of growing to a
Eigantic size and are possessed of locomotive ability
and a poisonous sting,

= orlcin coined by John Wyndham in Day of the Triffids
(1951).

trifid | tzasfid] b adjective 4 chiefly Bickogy partly or wholly
splitinto three divisions or lobes,

2 falso trefid) [of an antique spoon) with three
notches splitting the end of the handle.

= ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from Latin ifidus, from tri-
‘three’+ fid- ‘split, divided' (from the verb findere).

trifle » noun 1 a thing of little value or importance: we
needn't trouble the headmaster over such trifles.
® [insing.} a small amount of something: the thousand
yenhe'd paid seemed the merest irifle,

2 rit. a cold dessert of sponge cake and fruit covered
with layers of custard, jelly, and cream.

B verb [n00b).] 1 [trifle with) treat without seriousness or
respect: he is not @ man to be trifled with | men who
trifie with women's affections.

2 yrenaic talk or act frivolously: we will not trifle—life is
tog short.

m [wilh okj ] (trifle something away) waste {sumething,
especially time)} frivolously,

~ PHRASES a trifle a little; somewhat: kis methods are a

= DERIVATIVES trifler noun,

= ORIGIN Middle English (also denoting an idle story
told to deceive or amuse): from Old French mrufle,
by-form of trufe ‘deceit’, of unknown origin. The verk
derives from Old French truffler ‘mock, deceive’.

trifling » adjective unimportant or trivial: a trifling
Sum.

= DERIVATIVES triflingly acverh,

trifluoperazine | ramfu:a(u) persziing ® noun [mass.
noun] Medicine anm antipsychotic and sedative drug
related to phenothiazine.

= ORIGIN 1§508: fTom TRI- = flus{rine] + (pijperazine.

trifocal » adjective {of a pair of glasses) having lenses
with three parts with different focal lengths.

P noun (trifocals) a pair of glasses with trifocal lenses,

trifold [ trarfzuld] b adjective triple: threefold: a mifald
partnership between government, employers, and students,

trifoliate juarfoulisy W adjective (of a compound
leaf) having three leaflets: dark green trifoliate leaves,
® {of a plant) having trifoliate leaves. ® (of an object
or design} having the form of 2 trifoliate leaf: o bronze
trifoliate key handle.

triforium jtrar'fairiami b noun (pi. teiforia [-ria) a gal-
lery or arcade abeve the arches of the nave, choir,
and transepts of a church,

= oRiGIN early 18th cent: from Anglo-latin, of
unknown origin.

triform b adjective tecnrical composed of three parts:
strawberries nestling among their triform leaves.

trifurcate p verb [‘trarfaken) [na obj.) divide into three
branches or forks. .

»adjective -'fazkst] divided inte three branches or
forks. .

= DERIVATIVES trifurcation naun.

= ORIGIN mid 1gth cent.: from Latin trifurcus ‘three
forked” (from tri-‘three’ + furca "fork'] + -aTE2.

with paint and spar.

= oriciN Middle English (in the sense ‘faithful,
trusty’): from Old Norse tryggr: related to TRue, The
current verb sense dates from the late 17tk cent.

trigamous ['trigamas/ B adjeetive having three wives
or husbands at the same time.

= DERIVATIVES trigamist noun, trigamy noun,

- or1cin mid 19th cent.: from Greek trigames {from tri-
‘three’ + gamos ‘marriage’) = ~ous. The nouns trigam-
istand trigamy date from the mid 17th cent.

trigeminal nerve jirardzemm(s)l B noun Analamy
each of the fifth and largest pair of cranial nerves,
supplying the front part of the head and dividing
inte the ophthalmic, maxillary. and mandibular
nerves.

trigeminal neuralgia » noun [mass noun] Medicine
neuralgia involving one or mere of the branches of
the wigeminal nerves, and often causing severe
pain.

] Jerar » noun (pl. trigemini

f-natf) Anatomy each of the trigeminal nerves.

= oriGIN late 19th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘three
born at the same birth', extended to mean ‘three-
fold'.

trigger » nouna small device that releases a spring or
catch and so sets off a mechanism, especially in
order to fire a gun: he pulled the trigger of the shotgun,
® an eventthat is the cause of a particular action, pro-
<85, of siluation: the trigger for the strike was the closure
af amine.

B verb [iith obj ] cause (a2 device) to function: burglars fled
empty-handed after triggering the alarm.
= (also trigger something off) cause (an event or situ-
ation] to happen or exist: an allergy can be triggered by
STTESE OoF guerwork,

= PHRASES quick on the trigger quick to respond.

= DERIVATIVES triggered adjsctive,

= ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from dialect tricker, from
Dutch trekker, from trekken ‘to pull’.

trigger finger » noun 1 the forefinger of the right
hand, as that with which the trigger of a gun is typic-
ally putled.
2 jmass noun] Megicine a defect in a tendon causing a fin-
ger to jerk or spmap straight when the hand is
extended,

triggerfish b noun {1l same or triggerfishes) a mar-
ine fish oecurring chiefly in tropical inshore waters.
Ithas a large stout dorsal spine which can be erected
and locked into place, allowing the fish 10 wedge
itselfinto crevices.

iy

trigger hair » noun 1 Zooiogy (in a coelenterate) a fila-
ment at the mouth of a nematocyst which triggers
the emission of the stinging hair when touched.
2 gotaay a bristle on the leaf of a Venus fyrrap which
triggers the ciosure of the leaf around an insect.

trigger-happy b adjective ready to react viclently,
especially by sheoting, on the slightest provocation:
territory comtrolled by triggerhappy bandits.

trigger point » noun 1 a particular circumstance
which causes an event: the army’s refusal to withdraw
from the territory was the trigger point for military action.
2 Physiv'ogy & Medicine a sensitive area of the body,
stimulation or irritation of which causes a specific
effect in another part, especially a tender area in a
muscle which causes generalized museculoskeletal
pain when overstimulated.

Triglav ['tri:glaf] a mountain in the Julian Alps, NW
Slevenia, near the ltalian border. Rising to 2,863 m
{9,392 ft), it is the highest peak in the mountains east
of the Adriatic. .

triglyceride |ira'glissraid/ B acun Chemistry an ester
formed from glycerol and three fatty acid groups.
Triglycerides are the main constituents of natural
fats and oils. .

triglyph | traigid] » noun Achitiue a tablet in a Doric
frieze with three vertical grooves altérnating with
metopes.

= DERIVATIVES triglyphic zdjecthe.

-oRIGIN mid 16th cent: via latin from Greek
trigluphos, from - ‘three’ + gluphé 'carving”,

trigon ['trargon) - noun archaic term for TRIANGLE.

VOWELS: a cat ararm. & bed & hair o ago o her 1sit icosy i see o hot o saw A run o put w too a1 my
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Watteau ['wotsu/, Jean Antoine (1684-1721), French
painter, of Flemisk descent. An initiator of the
rococo style, heis also known for his invention of the
fere galante.

watt-hour p noun 3 measure of electrical energy
equivalent to a power consumption of one watt for
onehour,

wattle’ 'wot(a)lj » noun 1 [mass neun) 2 material for
making fences, walls, etc., consisting of rods or
stakes interlaced with twigs or branches.

W [count cun] dialect a wicker huzdle.

2 chiefly Austal, an acacia,

® Genus Acacia. family Legumincsas: many species, Incuding
the golden wattle,

P verb [with aty.] make, enclose, or ill up with wattle.

= or16iN Old English watul. of unknown origin.

wattle? "woi(a)l/ » noun a coloured fleshy lobe hang-
ing from the head or neck of the turkey and some
other birds.

— DERIVATIVES wattled adjecfive.

= ORIGIN early 16th cent.: of unknown origin.

wattle and daub W noun [mass noun] a material for-
merly or traditionally used in building walls, consist-
ing of a network of interwoven sticks and twigs
covered with mud or clay.

wattlebird » noun 1 the largest of the honeyeaters

found in / with a wattle | from each
cheek.

. Ganus { , family

Jour specs

species,

2 a songbird of a New Zealand family distinguished
by wattles hanging from the base of the bill.
® Family Cabiaciiae: the saddieback and the kokako, together
with the extint huia.

wattle-eye » noun a small African flycatcher with a
celoured patch of bare skin around or gbove the eye,
typ:ca!ly having black and whne p]umage

& Genus P family F
several species.

wattmeter p noun a meter for measuring electric
‘power in watts.

Watts!, George Frederick {1%17-1004). English

painter and sculptor. He is best known for his por-
traits of public figures, including Gladstone, Tenny-
son. and J. 5. Mill. He was married to the actress Ellen
Terry from 1864 to 1877,

Watts?, Isaac (1674-1748). English hymn writer and
poet. remembered for hymns such as ‘0 God, Our
Help in Ages Past’ (1719).

Watusi ws'tusi/ (also Watutsi jwa'tutsi) W noun
1 [treated 35 pl.} the Tutsi people collectively inow dated

in English use).
2 an energetic dance popular in the 1960s.

»verb 9, [no obj.) dance
the Watusi.

=~ ORIGIN a local name, from the plural prefix wa- +
TuTsi.

Waugh? jwa:, Evelyn (Arthur 5t John) (1503-66), Eng-
lish novelist. His work was profoundly influenced
by his conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1930.
Notable works: Decline and Fall (1928); Brideshead
Revisited (1945).

Waugh? fwo:], Steve (bagss), Australian cricketer,
captain of Australia 1g99-2004.

waul fwa:l] b verb {no obj ] give a loud plaintive cry lile
thatofacat.

= ORIGIN early 16th cent.: imitative.

wave b verb 1 [no 23] move one's hand to and fro in
greeting or as a signal: he waved to me from the train.

m [with ob,.| move [one’s hand or arm, or something

held in one’s hand) to and fro: he waved @ sheaf of papers

in the qir. W [withobi] convey (a greeting or other mes-
sage] by waving one's hand or something held in it; we
waved gur farewells | [wilr tro objs] she waved him goodbye.

™ [with obj. and adverbial of cirection] instruct (somecne) to
move in & particular direction by moving one's hand:

e waved her back. m [with obj.] (wave someonelthing
down) use one's hand to give a signal tostopoa

driver or vehicle.

2 [no obj] move to and fro with a swa)mg motion
while remaining fixed to one point: the flug in
the wind.

3 [wiln by ] style (hair) so that it cusls slightly: her hair
had been carefully waved for the evening.

m [rocbj.] (of hair) grow with a slight curl: [3s ad).

warving] thick, waving grey hair sprouted back from his
forehead.

form and breaking on the shore: he was swept out to sea
by a freak wave.

¥ aridge of water between two depressions in open
water: gulls and cormorants bobbed on the waves. # 2

shape dedas bling abrealing wave: ¢ wave
of treetons stretched to the horizen, W (the waves) ligrary

the sea.

2 a sudden occurrence of or increase in a phenom-
enon, feeling, or emotion: a wave of strikes had para-
lysed the gavernment | fear came over me in waves.

3 a gesture or signal made by meving one's hand 1o
and fro: he gave a lirtle wave and walked off.

4 a slightly curling lock of hair: his hair was drying in
unruly waves.

W finsing.| a tendency to curl in a person's hair: her hair
fas g shight natural wave

5 Prysics a periodic disturbance of the particles of a
substance which may be propagated without net
movement of the particles, such as in the passage of
undulating motion. heat. or sound. See also sTAND-
ING WAVE and TRAVELLING WAVE.

® asingle curve in the course of this motion. ® a simi-
larvariation of an electromagnetic field in the propa-
gation of light or other radiation through a medium
arvacoum.

— PHRASES make waves informal create a significant
impression: he has already made wawes as a sculptor
w cause trouble: [ don't want to risk her welfzre by mak-
ing warves.

= DERIVATIVES waveless xdjsclie, wave-like adjective,

- oR1GIN Old English wafian {verb). from the Germanic
base of waveR; the noun by alteration {influenced by
the v:rbw_t Middle English wawe ‘(sea) wave'.
[uUSage 3l waive,

waveband p noun 2 range at’ waw:lcngths falling
bler.wu-n two given limits, used in radic transmis-
5101

wave » noun a differential
eqnamn expressing the properties of motion in
waves.

waveform p noun Prysics a curve showing the shape
of a wave at a given time.

wavefront » noun Piysics a surface containing points
affected in the same way by a wave at a given time.

wave function » noun "hysics a function that satis-
fies a wave equation and describes the properties of a
wave,

waveguide b noun a metal tube or other device con-
fining and conveying microwaves.

wavelength [wenvlegh, -lepk0] b noun 1 Physics the
distance between successive crests of a wave, espe-
cially points in 2 sound wave or electromagnertic
wave. [Symbol: )

m this distance as a distinctive feature of radio waves
from a transtnitter.

2 a person’s ideas and way of thinking, especially as
it affects their ability to communicate with: others:
‘when we met we hit it uff:mmed:ately—wr! on the same
wavelength.

wavelet » noun a small wave of water; a ripple.

wave machine proun a machine thatr creates
waves in the water in a swimming pool.

wave mechanics b plural noun [irated 35 sing.) Physics
a methed of analysis of the behaviour of atomic
phenomena with particles represented by wave
equations.

wave number b noun Physics the number of waves in
aunit distance,

wave packet » noun Physics a group of superposed
waves which together form a travelling localized dis-
turbance, especially one described by Schradinger's
equation and regarded as representing a particle.

waver pverb [no otj] 1 move in a quivering way:
flicker: the flame wavered in the draught,

2 Pecome weaker; falter: his love for her had rever
wavered | {253d) wavering] she gove a wavering smile,

& be undecided between two opinions or courses of
actdon: she never wavered from her intention.

= DERIVATIVES waverer now, waveringly adverd,
wavery :iective.

= ORIGIN Middle English: from Old Norse vafra
“flicker’, of Germanic origin. Compare with wave.

WAVES p plural noun the women's section of the US
Naval Reserve, established in 1542, or. since 1948, of
the US Navy.
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piece of music.

wave theory » noun Physics, nistorical the theory that
light is propagated through the ether by a wave
motion imparted to the ether by the mojecular vibra-
tions of the radiant body.

wave train b noun a group of waves of equal or simi-
lar wavelengths travelling in the same direction.

wavicle ['wervikiz)l] » noun Frysics an entity having
characteristic properties of both waves and particles.

- ORIGIN 15205: blend of wave and PARTICLE.

‘wavy b adjective (wavier, waviest) having or consist-
ing of a series of undulating and wave-like curves: she
had long, wavy hair.
® (u5u. postpasitiva] Heraidry divided or edged with a line
formed of alternating shallow curves.

= DERIVATIVES wavily advarh, waviness noun.

Wa-Wa b noun variant spelling of wan-wamH.

wax! » noun [mass noun] 1 a sticky vellowish mouldable
substance secreted by honeybees as the material of a
honeycomb; beeswax,
m awhite translucent g
and purifying beeswax and used for such purposes as
making candles, modelling, and as a basis of polishes.

W a similar viscous substance, typically a lipid or
hydrocarbon. m earwax.

2informzl used in reference to gramophone records: he
didn't get on wax until 1959,

verb [witn obj.] 1 cover or treat (something) with wax or
a similar substance, typically to polish or protect it:
Twashed and waxed the floor.

o remove unwanted hair from (a partof the body) by
applying wax and then peeling off the wax and hairs
together.

2 inkormal make a recording of: he waxed a series of tracks
that emphasized his lead guitar work | [as nour waxing)
the latest waxing by the Grams.

= DERIVATIVES waxer noun,

= ORIGIN Oid English wax, weax, of Germanic crigin;
related to Dutch was and German Wachs, The verb
dates from late Middle English.

wax? - verb [noobi] 4 (of the moon between new and
full) have a progressively larger part of its visible sur-
face illuminated. increasing its apparent size,

o literary become larger or swonger: ks anger waxed.

2 [with complement] begin to speak or write about some-
Rhmg in the specified manner: they waxed lyrica
about the old days.

- PHRASES wax and wane undergo alternaze
increases and decreases: green sentiment has waxed and
waned.

—oRr16IN Old English weaxan, of Germanic origin:
related to Dutch wassen and German wachsen, from an
Inde-European root shared by Greek auxanein and
Latin augere 'to increase’.

wax® b noun fusy. in sing ] Brit. informal, dated a fit of anger:
she G in awax aboul the delay to the wedding.

= ORIGIN mid 1gth cent.: origin uncertain; perhaps
from phrases such as wax angry.

waxberry » noun a shrub with berries that have a
waxy coating, in particular a bayberry.

waxbill » noun a small finchlike Old World song-
bird, typically brightly coloured and with a red bill
thatresembles sealing wax in colour.

® Family Estrilgdae (the waxbill family): aboll thres genera,
.sm'kva The wincbill ftamity also

inchedes h cordon-bieu,

zebra ﬁnch. etc., many baing popular as cage birds.
waxcloth » neun [mass noun] cloth that is impreg-

nated with ofl for covering fivors and tables; oil-

cloth.

» noun an jacket made of a
fabric that has been impregnated with wax to make
itwaterproof.

waxed paper » noun [miss noun] paper that has been
impregnated with wax to make it waterproof or
greaseproof, used especially in cooking and the
wrapping of foodstuffs. .

waxen » adjective 1 having a smooth, pale, transiu-
cent surface or appearance like that of wax: a canopy
of waxen, creamy blooms,

2 srehaic o terary made of wax: a waxen effigy.

‘wax flower » noun a plant bearing flowers with a

WaXy appearance:
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