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Ppulmonary wedge pressure 1564

pulmonary wedge pressure (PWP), the pressure pro-
duced by an inflated latex balloon against the inner wall of
a pulmonary artery. A pulmonary artery catheter (PA cathe-
ter) or similar balloon-tipped catheter is inserted through a
subclavian, jugular, or femoral vein to the vena cava and on
through the right atrium and ventricle to the pulmonary ar-
tery. The balloon is inflated briefly, during which time it
measures left ventricular diastolic pressure. The procedure is
used in the diagnosis of congestive heart failure, myocardial
infarction, and other conditions. Also called pulmonary ar-
tery wedge pressure. )
pulmonary Wegener’s granulomatosis, a rare fatal dis-
case of young or middle-aged men, characterized by gran-
ulomatous lesions of the respiratory tract, focal necrotizing
arteritis, and finally widespread inflammation of body or-
gans. Pulmonary infarction and glomerulonephritis may
occur.

pulmonic. See pulmonary.

-pulmonic, combining form meaning “the lungs™: apul-
monic, gastropulmonic, intrapulmonic.

pulmonic stenosis. See pulmonary stenosis.

pulmonologist /p351'ma-nol’a-jist/ [L, pulmo, lung], an
individual skilled in pulmonology.

pulmonology /pB51'mdnol’a-j&/ [L, pulmo, lung], the sci-
ence concerned with the anatomy, physiology, and pathology
of the lungs.

pulp [L, pulpa, flesh], any soft coherent solid spongy tis-
sue, such as that contained within the spleen, the pulp cham-
ber of the tooth, or the distal subcutaneous pads of the fin-
gers and the toes. —pulpy, adj.

pulp abscess [L, pulpa, flesh + abscedere, to go away|, a
pus-producing abscess that develops in the pulp cavity of a
tooth

pulpaceous /pulpa’shos/, pertaining to a substance that is
pulpy or macerated.

pulpal /pul’pal/, pertaining to pulp.

pulp amputation. See pulpotomy.

pulp canal. the space occupied by the nerves, blood ves-
sels, and lymphatic vessels in the radicular part of the tooth.
Also called root canal.

pulp canal therapy. See root canal therapy.

pulp cavity, the space in a tooth bounded by the dentin and
containing the dental pulp. It is divided into the pulp cham-
ber and the pulp canal.

pulpectomy /pulpek’tomé&/ [L, pulpa, flesh; Gk, ektome,
excision], the surgical removal of all or part of the pulp of
a tooth.

pulpifaction /pul'pifak’shan/, the act of reducing some-
thing to a pulp.

pulpitis /pulpT'tis/, infection or inflammation of the dental

pulp.

pulpless tooth /pulplas/, a tooth in which the dental pulp
is necrotic or has been removed. Also called devital tooth,
nonvital tooth.

pulpodontia. See endodontics.

pulpotomy /pul-pot’s-mé/, root canal therapy consisting of
partial excision of the dental pulp. Also called pulp ampu-
tation.

ulp pinch. See pinch.
:ulg f:none See denticle.
pulp test. See vitality test.
pulpy. See pulp.
pulsate /pul'sat/ [L, pulsare, to beat], to throb or vibrate
rhythmically, as does the heart during its contraction-
relaxation cycle.

pulsatile /pul’satil/ [L, pulsare, to beat], pertaining to an  pulse MR, g magnetic resonance W

activity characterized by a rhythmic pulsation.
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pulse height analyzer, a devi amplitude

pulseless disease. See T contiB®;
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pulsatility index /pu]'s;mqtgse" Y
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by a bulging, pulsating eyeball, %’1: dlsome, "
nous aneurysm involving the interng] Cauge ;
cavernous sinus of the orbit, Carotig h,
ulsation /pal-sa’shan/ ulsati, b
pbeat, as of the heart, (L. pulsatio), Athrob oy
pulse [L, pulsare, to beat], 1, a thythgs: l‘hmm:
ing movement. 2. a brief electmmagnm- A W"“’h
ular, recurrent expansion and contraction :fml ey
duced by waves of pressure caused by the e an ey !
from the left ventricle of the heart as it gpr 210ty
is easily detected on superficial arteries, gy
and carotid arteries, and corresponds 1
heart.
pulse curve, sphygmogram,
pulsed Doppler, a type of ler device i
transmission of a shoﬂ-duralit?nop bgrs: ofs;a:]n m"‘;’h
gion to be examined. The Doppler-shified signals an y
cessed from a limited depth range. The depth g
termined by a sample gate whose position and size gy
can be selected by the instrument operator. '
pulse deficit, a condition in which a peripheral pulse s
less than the ventricular contraction rate as ausculiasdz
apex of the heart or seen on the electrocardiogrn Tt
condition indicates a lack of peripheral perfusion.
pulsed laser, a laser that emits short bursts of enera
fixed intervals rather than a continuous stream of ey
pulse duration, (in ultrasonics) a measure of the !
transducer oscillates for each pulse. The shorter the i
duration, the better the axial resolution. e
pulse-echo response profile, a graph of the ampist
an ultrasound echo from a small reflector V“?'B‘b'd":
from the reflector beam axis. The reflector is Wm
p«indicular to the axis of the ultrasound transdee
pulse-echo ultrasound, a diagnostic techmbe " .
short-duration ultrasound pulses are Wﬁ%
gion to be studied, and echo signals resulting
and reflection are detected and displayed-
reflective structure is inferred from the del2y
transmission and echo reception. :
pulse generator, the power SOurce fﬂfa.”‘“"impuw’
system, usually fueled by lithium, sUppIY 28
implanted electrodes, either at a fixed
grammed pattern.
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electronic pulses according to their
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tricular muscle contraction from ﬂ_lt";t;spw d,af
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nin, which slows throughout child-

At about 12 years of age, females

gher pulse rate than males.

requency (PRF), (in ultrasonics) the
pulses transmitted per second.
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