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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for selecting and retrieving com 
puter data ?les from a remote computer includes an auto 
matic ?le translation mechanism. In one embodiment, the 
data being retrieved and the ?le translation mechanism are 
located on the same computer. The method of the invention 
includes establishing a data transfer link with the remote 
computer, displaying the ?les available for retrieval from the 
remote computer, selecting a ?le to be transferred, and 
translating the ?le prior to transfer. In one embodiment, the 
apparatus includes a pen-based computer and the remote 
computer is a desktop computer. 

19 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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