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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention comprises a method and apparatus for 
enforcing softWare licenses for resource libraries such as an 
application program interface (API), a toolkit, a framework, 
a runtime library, a dynamic link library (DLL), an applet 
(eg a Java or ActiveX applet), or any other reusable 
resource. The present invention alloWs the resource library 
to be selectively used only by authorized end user softWare 
programs. The present invention can be used to enforce a 
“per-program” licensing scheme for a resource library 
Whereby the resource library is licensed only for use With 
particular softWare programs. In one embodiment, a license 
text string and a corresponding license key are embedded in 
a program that has been licensed to use a resource library. 
The license text string and the license key are supplied, for 
example, by a resource library vendor to a program devel 
oper Who Wants to use the resource library With an end user 
program being developed. The license text string includes 
information about the terms of the license under Which the 
end user program is alloWed to use the resource library. The 
license key is used to authenticate the license text string. The 
resource library in turn is provided With means for reading 
the license text string and the license key, and for 
determining, using the license key, Whether the license text 
string is authentic and Whether the license text string has 
been altered. Resource library functions are made available 
only to a program having an authentic and unaltered license 
text string. 

75 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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