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Claim 1 [le] - “wherein the interface device is configured by
the processor and the memory in such a way that the interface
device, when receiving an inquiry from the host device as to the
type of a device attached to the multi-purpose interface of the
host device, sends a signal, regardless of the type of the data
transmit/receive device attached to the second connecting
device of the interface device, to the host device which signals
to the host device that it is a storage device customary in a host
device, whereupon the host device communicates with the
interface device by means of the driver for the storage device
customary in a host device, and” ...........cccoccvvveeiciireecieeeenne, -35-

Claim 1 [1f] - “wherein the interface device is arranged for
simulating a virtual file system to the host, the virtual file
system including a directory structure.” ..........ccccceevveeeennenn. -42 -

Claim 2 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1, in
which the directory structure has a configuration file for setting
and controlling functions of the interface device or an
executable or a batch file for conducting a routine stored in the
memory or a data file used for transferring data from the data
transmit/receive device to the host device or a help file for
giving help on handling the interface device.” .................... -45 -

Claim 3 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 2
wherein the configuration file is a text file.” ...................... -45 -

Claim 6 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein, in response to a request from the host to read a boot
sequence, the processor is arranged to send a virtual boot
sequence to the host.” ........ccceiiiiiiiiiiiece e - 46 -

Claim 7 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 6
wherein the virtual boot sequence includes a starting position
and a length of a file allocation table, an indication of a type of
the storage device or a number of sectors of the storage device.”

Claim 8 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 7
wherein, in response to a request from the host to display a
directory of the storage device, a processor is arranged for
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transferring the file allocation table and the directory structure
t0 the host.” ..o -49 -

Claim 9 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein the file allocation table and the directory structure is
transferred to the host in response to a request from the host to
read data from or store data to the storage device.” ............ -51-

Claim 10 -“An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein the directory structure includes a data file for
transferring data from the data transmit/receive device to the
host device wherein the processor is arranged to interpret a
request from the host to read the data file as a request for a data
transfer from the data transmit/receive device to the host, so
that data is transmitted from the second connecting device to
the first connecting device and to the host.”....................... - 54 -

Claim 12 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein the file allocation table includes information on
numbers of blocks occupied by the data file wherein the
interface device is arranged for receiving block numbers or a
block number range from the host when the host wants to read
the data file, and wherein the interface device is arranged to
start a data transfer to the host, when the block numbers or the
block number range is received from the host.”.................. - 56 -

Claim 13 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 12
wherein the processor is arranged for formatting the data
acquired by the second connecting device into blocks having a
predetermined size, the predetermined size being suited for the
StOTAZE AEVICE.” ..iiieiiieeiieeeeeiee ettt e e aeeeea - 58 -

Claim 15 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein the storage device is a hard disk.”...........c.c.cccce.e. - 59 -

Claim 16 - “An interface device in accordance with claim 1
wherein the memory has a data buffer for permitting
independence in terms of time of the data transmit/receive
device attachable to the second connecting device from the host
device attachable to the first connecting device.” ............... -59 -
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