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EDITORIAL POLICY

The Journal of the National Cancer Institute
publishes manuscripts that describe new findings
of particular significance in any area relating to
cancer, as well as associated news items, reviews,
and opinion pieces. The Journal employs a process
of rigorous yet rapid review of submitted manu-
scripts so that findings of high scientific and medi-
cal interest can be published with minimum delay.

Review of manuscripts is conducted by the
editorial board, with the assistance of external re-
viewers. The editorial board initially reviews all
submitted manuscripts and, whenever possible, re-
turns to authors within 2 weeks all papers that are
judged to be of insufficient priority for further
consideration. Scientific papers of high interest
will be sent out for external review. Submissions
describing new results originating from the National
Cancer Institute will be subject to review by individu-
als outside the institute.

In most cases, authors will be notified of accep-
tance, rejection, or need for revision within 8
weeks of submission. Papers sent back to authors
for revision must be returned to us within the time
specified in our cover letter or the manuscript will
be retired from further consideration. Acceptance
is contingent on author submission of complete and
consistent data, accurate reference list, and conclu-
sions consistent with results demonstrated in the
study. Inconsistencies and inaccuracies found after
acceptance may warrant return of the manuscript for
resubmission. The decision to publish a manuscript
is solely the responsibility of the editorial board.
Opinions expressed by the authors are not necessar-
ily those of the publisher or the editors.

If papers are accepted for publication, manu-
script copy and figures will not be returned. If
papers are rejected, figures—but not manuscript
copy—will be returned.

The Journal endeavors to appeal to a broad,
multidisciplinary audience. Accordingly, all
manuscripts submitted for publication should be
written with clarity and readability in mind. All
manuscripts are subject to editing to ensure con-
formity with Journal style and editorial stand-
ards. The Journal follows the precepts of the
International Committee of Medical Journal Edi-
tors (also known as the Vancouver Group). (See
Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted
to biomedical journals. JAMA 1993;269:2282-6.)

FORMAT

Articles

Articles describe new findings of major impor-
tance. An Article should contain 4000 words or
less, not counting abstract, Methods section, refer-
ence list, tables, footnotes, and figure legends.
(See “Tables and Figures.”)

Reports

Reports describe significant findings not re-
quiring a more extensive format. A Report should
contain 2000 words or less, not counting abstract,
Methods section, reference list, tables, footnotes,
and figure legends. (See “Tables and Figures.”)
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Brief Communications

Brief Communications are concise descrip-
tions of new findings of general interest. A Brief
Communication should contain 750 words or less,
not counting reference list, tables, footnotes, and
figure legends. A Brief Communication should not
be divided by heads and subheads and should not
contain an abstract. (See “Tables and Figures.”)

Correspondence

Letters to the editor may express an opinion
about material previously published in the Journal
or express views on topics of current relevance to
some aspect of cancer. A letter should contain 500
words or less, not counting reference list (seven
references maximum), footnotes, and figure leg-
end or table. A letter relating to work published in
the Journal will ordinarily be referred to the
author(s) of the original item for a response, which
may be published along with the letter. Complete
references should be given if the letter cites the
work of others; if the letter comments on an item
published in the Journal, that item must be included
in the numbered reference list. Letters must be
submitted both as double-spaced hard copy and on
disk. (See “Disks” and “Tables and Figures.”)

Editorials

Editorials convey opinions on any subject rele-
vant to the Journal’s concerns. They may discuss
the significance of a paper in the same issue of the
Journal, a recent finding published elsewhere, or a
particular topic of significance. Editorials are usu-
ally solicited by the editors, but unsolicited sub-
missions will be considered. Editorials usually
contain about 1000 words, not counting reference
list and footnotes, but length may be negotiated at
the time of invitation.

Commentary

Topical items under this heading convey to the
reader, in relatively nontechnical and informal
style, a summary of current activities or events that
bear on some aspect of cancer. Highlights of sci-
entific meetings, the intersection of science and
public policy, or news items of general interest in
relation to cancer are examples of suitable subject
areas. Pieces are generally solicited by the editors,
but unsolicited contributions are welcome. A Com-
mentary usually contains 2000-4000 words, not
counting reference list, tables, footnotes, and fig-
ure legends. A Commentary should not contain an
abstract. (See “Tables and Figures.”)

Reviews

A good Review provides a comprehensive
overview of an area of cancer biology, epidemiol-
ogy, prevention, treatment, or behavioral science.
While Reviews should be accessible to knowledge-
able readers not expert in the subject area, Reviews
should be prepared with the same rigor as a re-
search paper reporting specific results. (See J Natl
Cancer Inst 1997;89:6—7 for detailed guidelines on
preparing reviews for this journal. A copy of the
guidelines can be obtained by contacting the Jour-
nal Office, P.O. Box 31110, Bethesda, MD 20824-
1110; telephone: 301-496-6975; fax: 301-402-0212.)
While most Reviews are solicited by the editors,
unsolicited submissions are also welcome. A Re-
view should contain 6000 words or less, not count-
ing abstract, reference list, tables, footnotes, and
figure legends. (See “Tables and Figures.”)

Book Reviews

Book Reviews are solicited by the book review
editor and contain 1000 words or less.
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SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
Submission of Manuscripts,

Including Letters to the Editor

New submissions of Articles, Reports, and Brief
Communications originating in Europe (those whose
corresponding authors have European addresses)
should be sent to: Prof. J. Gordon McVie, European
Editor of the Journal of the National Cancer Insti-
tute, Cancer Research Campaign, 10 Cambridge
Terrace, London NW1 4JL, UK. Articles, Reports,
and Brief Communications from other areas and all
Editorials, Commentary, Reviews, and letters to the
editor (Correspondence) should be submitted to:
Editor-in-Chief, Journal of the National Cancer In-
stitute, P.O. Box 31110, Bethesda, MD 20824-1110
(telephone: 301-496-6975); express mail address:
7550 Wisconsin Ave., Rm. 114, Bethesda, MD
20814. All revised manuscripts should be sent to the
Editor-in-Chief, at Bethesda.

Manuscript title page, the body of the manu-
script, reference list, footnotes, and figure legends
must be typed double-spaced; allow sufficient space
between lines of type so each page contains no more
than 26 lines (plus page number). Tables may be
single- or double-spaced, but the type must be large
enough and the lines of type sufficiently well spaced
to be easily read. Send an original and three copies
of the manuscript. Do not staple figures to the manu-
script. Four clear, camera-ready (reproducible) sets
of all illustrations must be provided; do not send
photocopies of photographs, photomicrographs,
gels, blots, or similar material. The cover letter for
the manuscript must conform to requirements stated
in the “Cover Letter” section below. Manuscript
submissions not meeting these requirements (i.e.,
cover letter statements, number of clear copies of
illustrations, number of manuscript copies, and
spacing in hard copy of manuscript) will be returned
to the author without review.

Letters to the editor and solicited manuscripts
must be submitted initially both as double-spaced
hard copy and on disk. (Authors of other types of
manuscripts will be asked to provide disk copies at
time of acceptance.)

Keep a copy of your manuscript.

Disks

Manuscripts on disk should be in Microsoft
Word for PC with all formatting codes removed,
except for paragraph indentations. Do not send
manuscript sections (e.g., title page, references,
and tables) as separate files. Do not send figures on
disk. Write the first author’s name on the disk label.
along with the name and version of the program
used to create the file. Please virus check the disk
and verify that it contains the correct file.

Express Mail Decision Letter

Authors wishing to receive as rapid a response
as possible should include a pre-paid, self-ad-
dressed express mail envelope with their submis-
sion. If no pre-paid envelope is included, or if the
express mail carrier refuses our pickup request, the
decision letter will be sent by first-class mail
through our mail room.

Title Page

The title should be brief (14 words or less) and,
except for Editorials and Correspondence, should
not be in sentence form. If a letter to the editor
pertains to an item published in the Journal, the title
of the original item should be the title of the letter,
preceded by “Re:.” The title page should give the
full name and affiliation of each author and the
name and address of the single author to whom
correspondence and/or reprint requests are to be sent.
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