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General Protection Fault

General Protection Fault \jen ar-al pro-tek shon
talt, folt\ y2. The error condition that occurs in an
80386 or higher processor running in protected
mode (such as Windows 3.1) when an application
attempls 1o access memory oulside of its authorized
memory space or an invalid instruction is issued.
Acronym: GPF (G P-F7). See also protected mode.

General Public License \jen or-3l pu’blik 117 sans\
1. The agreement under which software, such as
the GNU (GNU's Not UNIX) utilities, is distributed
by the Free Software Foundation. Anyone who has
a copy of such a program may redistribute it to
another party and may charge lor distribution and
support services, but may not restrict the other party
from doing the same. A user may modify the pro-
gram, but if the modified version is distributed, it
must be clearly identified as such and is also cov-
ered under the General Public License. A distributor
musl also either provide source code or indicate
where source code can be obtained. Also called
copyleft. See alsofree software, Free Software Foun-
dation, GNU,

general-purpose  computer \jen ar-al-pur-pas
kom-pySotar\ n. A computer that can perform
any computational task. Each task depends on
specific software,

general-purpose controller \jen ar-al-pur-pos
kon-trdlor\ 7. A controller that is designed for
multiple uses. See also controller,

General-Purpose Interface Bus \jen ar-al-pur-
pas in“tar-fas bus\ »n. A bus developed for the
exchange of information between computers and
industrial automation equipment. The electrical
definition of this bus has been incorporated into
an IEEE standard, Acronym: GPIB (G™P-I-B”), See
also IEELE 488.

general-purpose language \jen ar-al-pur-pas lang™
woj\ 7. A progranuing language, such as Ada, Basic,
C, or Pascal, designed for a variety of applications and
uses. By contrast, SQL is a language designed to be
used only with databases.

general-purpose register \jen or-ol-pur-pas rej’-
a-stor\ m. 1. A register within a microprocessor
that is available for any use rather than being
reserved, like a segment selector or stack pointer,
lor a specific use by the processor design or oper-
ating system, 2, Any digital circuit capable of stor-
ing binary data.
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generation \jen or-a’shan\ 7. 1. A concept used
to distinguish stored versions of a set of files. The
oldest is called the grandfather, the next oldest is
the father, and the newest is the son. 2. A concept
used to distinguish among a process, another pro-
cess that it initiates (its child), and the process that
initiated it (its parent or the child’s grandparent).
See also process'. 3. A category that distinguishes
products, such as computers or programming lan-
guages, according to the technological advances
they represent. See also computer,

generic icon \jo-nar’ik 1’kon\ ». An icon on a
Macintosh screen that identifies a file only as a
document or an application. Ordinarily the icon
for an application will be specific to that applica-
tion, and the icon for a document will be specific
to the application that opens it. If a generic icon
appears instead, the information that the Macin-
tosh Finder uses to identily the application has
heen damaged. See also Finder, icon, Macintosh.

GEnie \j¢ né\ n. Acronym for General Electric net-
work for information exchange. An online infor-
mation service developed by General Electric (GE)
Information Services. GEnie provides business
information, forums, home shopping, and news
and can exchange e-mail with the Internet.

géographic information system \jé-s-grafik in-
for-ma“shon si'stam\ 7. An application or suite of
applications for viewing and creating maps. Gen-
crally, geographic information systems contain a
viewing system (somelimes allowing users to view
maps with a Web browser), an environment for
creating maps, and a server for managing maps
and data for real-time online viewing. Acronym:
GIS (G'I-S").

geometry \jé-om o-ur&\ #. The branch of mathe-
matics that deals with the construction, properties,
and relationships of points, lines, angles, curves,
and shapes. Geomelry is an essential part of com-
puter-aided design and graphics programs.

GeoPort \j&'0-pdrt™\ n. A fast serial input/output
port on a Macintosh Centris 660AV, Quadra 660AV,
Quadra 840AV, or PowerMac computer. Any Mac-
intosh-compatible serial device can be connected
to a GeoPort, but with GeoPort-specific hardware
and software the GeoPort can transmit data at up
Lo 2 megabits per second (Mbps) and can handle
voice, fax, data, and video transmission.
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