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IBM gets new BOS 
• Software to unify disparate platforms 
By Ed Sca ,me/1 

11d Ted Smalley Bowe11 
IBM WILL roll out !he centerpiece 
of its enterprisewide middleware 
strategy this week wilh 1he unveil
ing of its Business Objects Services 
(BOS) sof1ware at IBM Technical 
lnlerchange '97, in Si. Louis. 

BOS makes use of server-based 
objec ts lo we ld togeth e r IBM 's 
C JCS transaction -processing en 
gi ne, MQSeries Transaction Serv
er, and Distribu1ed System Objec1 
Model to offer a single integrated 
progra mmin g environmenl for 
managing widely diverse network 
based objec1s across diverse IBM 
platforms. 

Some observers were surprised 

1ha1 BOS is predominantly based 
on 1he Objecl Managemenl Group's 
CO RBA model. 

Although I BM also will announce 
a deepening of ils commi1men110 
Java Beans ac ross !he enlerprise, ii 
will show Jiule or no commilment 
10 1he Remote Meihod Invocation 
(RMI) slandard pushed by JavaSofl. 

"Whal 1hey are doing is laking 
CORBA and making ii inlo a whole 
produc1,'' said an analysl briefed by 
IBM. "They will slill use Java Beans 
as a high-level componenl formal 
and marry ii 10 1h is CORBA-based 
programming model Iha! is going 
10 emerge." 

I BM sources confirmed !he em
• IBM page 26 

Site set on the enterprise: Microsoft Site 
Server beta bundles tools and 
adds in Commerce Server. 96 

Search panies: Metasites make the 
most of search engines to answer 
your Web queries accurately. 72 

Directories point the way 
Microsoft enlists Cisco Push integration on tap 
By Mattllt'w Woollacott 
MI CROSOFT AND C ISCO announced las! week Iha! 
!hey will form a pannership 10 bring nelwo rk services 
10 Microsof1's Ac1ive Di rec1ory and 10 pon 1ha1 direc
lory's serv ices 10 01her platforms in a bid loconlrol the 
software infras1ruc1ure of !he nelworked enterprise. 

The joint venlure be1ween !he heavyweigh1 s will 
marry Microsof!'s unreleased Aclive Direc lo ry wilh 

• CISCO page 26 

Ry Jim Balderston 
NOVELL AND NETSCAPE have begun finalizing plans 
10 leverage !heir direclor y services as a means of man
aging push lechnology on enlerpr ise nclworks. 

Novell officia ls confirmed 1his week 1ha1 any push 
lechnology 1he company incorporales from 1hird par
lies or builds ilself"will have 10 in1egra1e closely"wi1h 
Novell Dircclory Services. 

• PUSH page 26 

NT scalability 

Microsoft vies 
iriothold 
in clustering 
By Bob Trott a11d Ed Semmel/ 

. M I C ROSOFT
0

S Scalabili1y Day in 
New York 1his monlh will set th e 
s1age for the company's· next assault 
on the enterprise, in which Win 
dows NT and related software will 
be positioned as the link be1wecn 
workgroups and the enlerprise. 

The company is expected to raise 
the curlain on an Enlerprise Edi1ion 
of Windows NT Server 5.0, which 
includes Microsoft's clustering sof1 -
ware, code-named Wolfpack, Trans
aclion Server, and Message Queue. 

Bui ii appears that Wolfpack, key 
to Microsof1's proclaimed scalabil 
ity, will trail behind clustering solu
tions developed for NT by Micro
sof!'s server peers. The firs! release 
ofWolfpack, expec led 10 ship !his 
summer, will no! go beyond a 1wo
node fail-over. 

In addi1ion, Digilal will demon
strate at the show an NT imple
mentation that scales to 12 pro
cessors on its AlphaServer 8000 
servers, officials said. The company 
also will exhibit 64-bit, very-large-

• MICROSOFT page 26 
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By VICIIW R. &.at 
IF YOV'H LOOKING b 'f'utier 
desktop or ,erm PC1. JOU mar 
not want to r.- out and tiuy a. 
machine with Intel'• Pendmn n 
or Adnoced Mklo Dmcel' K6 
procaton.lntel'IMMX~ 
menu in lntd's Pmtium D 111d 
AMI>'• K6 prooellOlldo not o&r 
muchofa~~in 
geoaai blllinaa appticatio111'n. 
a same.speed lteotiumPro' CPU; 
~tbe-imc-a&om 
Intel and AMD do _provide ,ome 

1> fllllll[f...WS /1"1' 95 

SYSmark32 running 
under Windows NT 

r.,,,,;,mn1ttL1tCcwlds 

HP Vtctra Vl 6/266 (Pentium 11) 

Polywell K6200MX (K6) 

AST Bravo Ms.{;200 (Pentium Pro) 

Polywell K6200MX (MMX) I 
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Site set on t~e enterprise: Microsoft Site 
Server bett1 bundles tools and 
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Sit,Sffler. 
EntNprise Edillon, 
means business 

•(ommerceSerwr 

• Active Server Pages 

• Site Analyst 

• Web Publishing WiiMd 

Searc~ panies: Metasites 111ake the 
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in this issue 

Ed Foster 
Readers respond to the 

ca ll for buyers action 
comminees. 70 

Bob Metcalfe 
Pumped up on Java, 
Corel is ready lo win 

game, se~and match 
vs.Microsofi. 103 

Bob Lewis 
Mainframes are dead but 

IBM isn't.and there's 
a lesson for your career 
in the company's latest 

~urrection.63 

Mark Tebbe 
We must manage our 

bandwidth limits, or the 
explosion in corporate 

lntemet use could be the 
laststraw. 104 

Metcalfe 

challenges 

Corel 's 

Cowpland to 

NEWS 

J BackOffice gains Base Camp, Microsoft 's 
answer to remote access. 

6 Microsoft makes inroads In delivering cross

platform versions of its component models. 

10 Bay Networks narrows it s focus on boost ing 

IP networks and enhancing software. 

15 Adobe will release the first PageMill version 
for Windows, PageMill 2.0. 

17 GTE hopes to climb higher in the telecom
munications market by acquiring BBN. 

19 Lotus enhances cc:Mail and Domino's Inter

net capabilities and protocol support. 

21 Oracle unvei l~ a supply-chain software trio. 

CLIENT 

Jl Compaq lowers the bar in the PC market by 
dropping prices for several lines. 

31 Small PCI boards give users more options for 

upgrading their notebooks. 

31 StreetPrices: RAM 

34 Ont rack releases free d iagnostic software for 

users to troubleshoot their own systems. 

SERVER 

Some application servers can now manage 

flexible connections to databases over the 

Internet. 

J9 Dell and ALR will offer Pentium ii-based entry· 
level servers. 

J9 The Bug Reporr 

NETWORKING 

49 IBM and Alteon make a dea l to bring no-hop 
routing to Gigabit Ethernet. 

49 Cisco 3800 aggregates voice, video, LAN.and 

legacy traffic. 

TELECOM WORLD 

57 An FCC rate·reform plan includes a transition 

period to allow t he system to adjust . 

57 RegulororyRoundup 

57 The Nokia 9000 Communicator combines a 

cellular phone and personal digital assista nt. 

58 eFusion lets ISPs offer different services over 

the same phone line. 
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of more than 4 bllllon clusters. 
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e Hughes Netlock. Version 1.2.2, stands out 
as a network-security guard. 

• lsys:web 2.0 beta Is a solid Information
retrieval application. 
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• Microsoft's Cornelius WIiiis discusses the 
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61 Businesses that see the value of disseminat · 

ing data over the Internet are rushing to 
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INTERNET 
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development of its Fusion authoring tool. 
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