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Chips in the fast lane

BM gets new BOS

® Software to unify disparate platforms

By Ed Scannell

and Ted Smalley Bowen

18M wiLL roll out the centerpiece
of its enterprisewide middleware
strategy this week with the unveil-
ing of its Business Objects Services
(BOS) software at IBM Technical
Interchange '97, in St. Louis.

BOS makes use of server-based
objects to weld together IBM’s
CICS transaction-processing en-
gine, MQSeries Transaction Serv-
er, and Distributed System Object
Model to offer a single integrated
programming environment for
managing widely diverse network-
based objects across diverse IBM

nlatforms

DOCKET

_ ARM

that BOS is predominantly based
on the Object Management Group's
CORBA model.

Although IBM also will announce
a deepening of its commitment to
JavaBeans across the enterprise, it
will show little or no commitment
to the Remote Method Invocation
(RMI) standard pushed by JavaSoft.

“What they are doing is taking
CORBA and making it into a whole
product,” said an analyst briefed by
IBM.“They will still use JavaBeans
as a high-level component format
and marry it to this CORBA-based
programming model that is going
to emerge.”

IRM sonrces confirmed the em-

Site set on the enterprise: Microsoft Site
Server beta bundles tools and
adds in Commerce Server. 96

ite Server

g Scarth parties: Metasites make the

most of search engines to answer
your Web queries accurately. 72
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Directories point the way

Microsoft enlists Cisco

By Matthew Woollacott
MICROSOFT AND CIsCO announced last week that
they will form a partnership to bring network services
to Microsoft’s Active Directory and to port that direc-
tory's services to other platforms in a bid to control the
software infrastructure of the networked enterprise.
The joint venture between the heavyweights will
marry Microsoft’s unreleased Active Directory with

> IS0 page 26

Push integration on tap

By Jim Balderston
NOVELL AND NETSCAPE have begun finalizing plans
to leverage their directory services as a means of man-
aging push technology on enterprise networks.

Novell officials confirmed this week that any push
technology the company incorporates from third par-
ties or builds itself“will have to integrate closely” with
Novell Directory Services.

> PUSH page 26
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Microsoft vies
for foothold
inclustering

By Bob Trott and Ed Scannell
MICROSOFT's Scalability Day in
New York this month will set the
stage for the company’s next assault
on the enterprise, in which Win-
dows NT and related software will
be positioned as the link between
workgroups and the enterprise.

The company is expected to raise
the curtain on an Enterprise Edition
of Windows NT Server 5.0, which
includes Microsoft’s clustering soft-
ware, code-named Wolfpack, Trans-
action Server, and Message Queue.

But it appears that Wolfpack, key
to Microsoft’s proclaimed scalabil-
ity, will trail behind clustering solu-
tions developed for NT by Micro-
soft’s server peers. The first release
of Wolfpack, expected to ship this
summer, will not go beyond a two-
node fail-over.

In addition, Digital will demon-
strate at the show an NT imple-
mentation that scales te 12 pro-
cessors on its AlphaServer 8000
servers, officials said. The company
also will exhibit 64-bit. verv-laroe-

N
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Site Server,

Enterprise Edition,
means business

» Commerce Server
» Active Server Pages
» Site Analyst
> Web Publishing Wizard
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By Mark Leon war
JUST AS THE
universal server war is cooling down,
the battle for application servers is
getting hot. Vendors are beefing up
application servers with the capability
to perform complex transactions
over the Internet or intranet by
:ly marrying databases to the
World Wide Web. Rather than forcing
users to build it all by hand, these
» continued in SERVER page 39
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Opinions

in this issue

Ed Foster |
Readers respond to the |
callfor buyers action |
committees. 70

Bob Metcalfe |
Pumped up on Java,
Corel is ready to win
game, set, and match
vs.Microsoft. 103

Bob Lewis

Mainframes are dead but

IBMisn't, and there’s

alesson for your career

3 in the company’s latest
resurection. 63

Mark Tebbe |

We must manage our
bandwidth limits, or the
explosion in corporate
Intemet use could be the
last straw. 104 |

Metcalfe |
challenges |
Corel’s |

Cowpland to

a match, }
page 103 |
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BackOffice gains Base Camp, Microsoft’s
answer to remote access.

Microsoft makes inroads in delivering cross-
platform versions of its component models.

Bay Networks narrows its focus on boosting
IP networks and enhancing software.

Adobe will release the first PageMill version
for Windows, PageMill 2.0.

GTE hopes to climb higher in the telecom-
munications market by acquiring BBN.

Lotus enhances cc:Mail and Domino’s Inter-
net capabilities and protocol support.

Oracle unveils a supply-chain software trio.

CLIENT

Compagq lowers the bar in the PC market by
dropping prices for several lines.

Small PCl boards give users more options for
upgrading their notebooks.

Street Prices:RAM

Ontrack releases free diagnostic software for
users to troubleshoot their own systems.

Some application servers can now manage
flexible connections to databases over the
Internet.

Dell and ALR will offer Pentium Il-based entry-
level servers.

The Bug Report
NETWORKING

I1BM and Alteon make a deal to bring no-hop
routing to Gigabit Ethernet.

Cisco 3800 aggregates voice, video,LAN,and
legacy traffic.

TELECOM WORLD

An FCC rate-reform plan includes a transition
period to allow the system to adjust.

Regulatory Roundup

The Nokia 9000 Communicator combines a
cellular phone and personal digital assistant.

eFusion lets ISPs offer different services over
the same phone line.

@ For all the highlights of this
week's InfoWorld Electric, go to
http//www.infoworld.com.

FORUMS '

@ The mainframe:is it dead? If
so,did IBM kill it?

@ X2 technology: What good is a faster mo-
dem if you can't get it to work?

@ Open letter: Now Is your chance to spout
off at the CEO of your choice.

OPINIONS

@ Plugged In: Document-centered comput-
ing sounds pie-in-the-sky, but the ubiqui-
tous Web browser could make it a reality.

@ Inside the Firewall:Public and private orga-
grapplewith| o

9

issues.

@ Loose Cables: In the corporate romper
room, raising one’s hand is now an art form.

@® Advice I.In'e: Does futzing hinder or help
productivity?

FEATURES

@ FAT-32 is here, allowing the management
of more than 4 billion clusters.

PRODUCT REVIEWS

@ Hughes NetlLock, Version 1.2.2, stands out
as a network-security guard.

@ Isys:web 2.0 beta is a solid information-
retrieval application.

INTERVIEWS

@ Microsoft’s Cornelius Willis discusses the
Iationchin b Java and Wind

IBM’s Mark Klein outlines
plans for the company’s Enterprise

Integration Business Unit,
page 49

ENTERPRISE COMPUTING

61 Businesses that see the value of disseminat-
ing data over the Internet are rushing to
acquire data-access wares.

INTERNET

65 Thelnternet’s list of domain names is getting
bigger.

Internet Performance Index
65 The Web Hotlist

66 NetObjects hands out an SDK for Java-based
of its Fusion auth tool,

COMPARISON

72 Youwantyour employees to take advantage
of the wealth of information on the World
Wide Web, but you don't want them wasting
time. Thankfully, metasites dig up relevant
hits in a snap — and they're free.

PRODUCT REVIEWS

Pentium Il and K6

-

96 Microsoft Site Server, Enterprise Edition 2.0,
beta

98 Applet Designer Professional 1.5

98 RBase for Windows 6.0

100 QuickBooks 5.0, QuickBooks Pro 5.0 for Win-

dows

From the News Desk / Michael Vizard
35 Window Manager/ Brian Livingston
46 Help Desk / Brett Glass

6

IS Survival Guide / Bob Lewis
70 The Gripe Line /Ed Foster
70 To the Editor

7

-

From the Editor in Chief / Sandy Reed
7

-

InfoToon / Carolyn Fisher

103 From the Ether / Bob Metcalfe
103 Notes From the Field / Robert X. Cringely

104 Down to the Wire / Nicholas Petreley
104 Between the Lines /Mark Tebbe

93 Reader Resources

QuickBook’s interface
organizes accounting tasks in an
easy-to-use design, page 100

Compared

in this issue

Web search solutions

Search engine solutions
AltaVista

Yahoo

Monitoring and search
engine solutions
Smart Bookmarks 3.0
and Excite

Tierra Highlights2
and Excite

Metasearch software
solutions
Intemet FastFind

WebCompass 2.0

Metasite solutions
MetaCrawler

SavvySearch

ALR’s
Revolution 2x2
converts from
tower to
rack-mount,

page 39
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Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




