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 arithmetic expression

arithmetic expression \arith-metik eks-presh~-
an\ v, A series of elements, including data labels
and constants as well as numbers, that are joined
by arithmetic operators, such as + and —, and can
be calculated to produce a value.

arithmetic logic unit \ar-ith-metik  lojik
yoonit\ ”. A component of a microprocessor
chip used for arithmetic, comparative, and logical
functions, Acronym; ALU (A°L-U"). See also gate
(definition 1).

arithmetic operation \a-rith*mo-tik op-ar-a ‘shan,
ar-ith-metik\ #. Any of the standard calculations
performed in arithmetic—addition, subtraction,
multiplication, or division. The term is also used in
reference to negative numbers andabsolute values.

arithmetic operator \ar-ith-metik op“ar-a-tar\ 7.
An operator that performs an arithmetic operation:
+, -, x, or /, An arithmetic operator usually takes
one or two arguments. See a/so argument, binary,
logical operator, operator (definition 1), unary.

.arj \dotA-R-J°\. m, The DOS file extension used
with archive files created with the ARJ compres-
sion program.

-army.mil \dot-ar°mé-dot-mil*, dot-ar°mé-dot-M-I-
L*\ ». On the Internet, the major geographic
domain specifying that an address belongs to the
United States Army.

ARP \A°R-P’, arp\ 7. Acronym for Address Resolu-
tion Protocol. A TCP/IP protocol for determining
the hardware address (or physical address) of a
node on a local area network connected to the

Internet, when only the IP address (or logical
address) is known. An ARP request is sent to the
network, and the node that has the IP address

respondswith its hardware address. Although ARP
technically refers only to finding the hardware
address, and RARP (for Reversed ARP)refers to the

reverse procedure, ARP is commonly used for
both senses. See also IP address, TCP/IP.

ARPANET\ar’pa-net’, ATR-P-A-N"E-T’\ 7. A large
wide area network created in the 1960s by the U.S.
Department of Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency (ARPA, renamed DARPA in the
1970s) for the free exchange of information
between universities and research organizations,
although the military also used this network for
communications. In the 1980s MILNET, a separate
network, was spun off from ARPANET for use by

the military. ARPANET was the network from which
the Internet evolved. See also Internet, MILNET,

ARP request \irp* ra-kwest’, A-R-P’\ 7. Short for
Address Resolution Protocol request. An ARP
packet containing the Internet address of a host
computer, The receiving computer responds with
or passes along the corresponding Ethernet
address. See also ARP, Ethernet, IP address, packet.

array \or-a°\ mn, In programming,alist of data val-
ues, all of the same type, any element of which
can be referenced by an expression consisting of
the array name followed by an indexing expres-
sion. Arrays are part of the fundamentals of data
structures, which, in turn, are a major fundamental
of computer programming. See also array element,
index, record! vector.

array element \or-4° el’a-mant\ 1. A data value in
an array.

array processor \ar-a° pros e-sar\ nm. A group of
interconnected, identical processors operating
synchronously, often under the control of a central
processor.

arrow key \ar°6 ké\ . Any of four keys labeled
with arrows pointing up, down, left, and right,
used to move the cursor vertically or horizontally
on the display screen or, in some programs, to
extend the highlight. See the illustration.

Arrow keys
(when Num Lockis off)

 
Arrow keys

Arrow key. When Num Lockis off, the arrow keys
on the number keypad can be used.

article \dr‘ta-kal\ n. A message that appears in an
Internet newsgroup. Also called post. See also
newsgroup.
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