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[57] ABSTRACT 

A stent loading apparatus for loading a deformable stent 
onto a deployment device. The stent loading apparatus 
includes an elastic member defining a passage therein 
formed for longitudinal receipt of the deformable stent in an 
uncrimped condition. A first member includes a first com 
pression region; and a second member includes a second 
compression region positioned substantially adjacent the 
first compression region at a first position. At this first 
position, the elastic member and the deformable stent in the 
uncrimped condition may be received between the opposed 
first and second compression regions. The first compression 
region and the second compression region are further con 
figured to provide rolling support and compression of the 
elastic member during relative movement between the first 
position and a second position for rolling radial compression 
of the deformable stent onto the deployment device. 
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