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(57) ABSTRACT

Management of configurable applications programs on a
network is provided by using two program files for each
configurable application program. The two program files are
provided to a network server station which operates as the
on-demand server for software deployment and may also act
as the application server. The on-demand server makes the
first (configuration manager) program available to an admin-
istrator to obtain preferences for the configurable prefer-
ences of the application program which have been desig-
nated as administrator preferences. The on-demand server
also provides a second (application launcher) program to its
client stations. The application launcher program not only
provides for a user interface to execute the application
program itself but also allows a user to specify one or more
of the configurable parameters of the application program.
An icon is displayed on the screen of the client station
through which a user may initiate execution of the applica-
tion program. The application launcher program provides
the identity of the user to the server along with the request
to initiate execution of the application program. The
on-demand server then initiates execution of the application
program using stored values for the user and administrator
set preferences or, if no preferences have yet been obtained
for the particular user, obtains user preferences before ini-
tiating execution of the application program.

18 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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