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[54] LICENSE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR [57] ABSTRACT

SOFTWARE APPLICATIONS ) . )

An improved software license management system in accor-

[751 Inventor: Matt Christiano, Saratoga, Calif. dance with the present invention is disclosed. A license

server initializes a license database by receiving a package

[73]1 Assignee: Globetrotter Software, Incorporated, license description that includes component license descrip-

Campbeli, Calif. tions for component software products in a package.

Licenses for software products are also received, and license

211 Appl No.: 508.829 records are created in the license database for components

211 Appl. No ’ and suite packages, where each record includes a number of

[22] Filed: Jul. 28, 1995 licenses available to be checked out. A client computer

system can request a license for a component product in a

6
[51] Int. Cl GOGF 17/30 package. A license is granted to the client when the client is
[52] US. ClL 395/615 allowed to receive the license according to a license policy.
[58]1 Field of Search 395/615, 186 When a component license is checked out, a linked suite
license is also automatically checked out. No other client
[56] References Cited thus may use a component license linked with the suite
license record unless another suite license is checked out.
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS The license management system also provides a number of
4,791,565 12/1988 Dunham et al. werceesreerscess 3951186 ~ modifiers to be included in license records, including an

4924378  5/1990 Hersey et al. ... ... 395/187  overdraft quantity, a fail safe indicator, a minimum license
5014234 5/1991 Edwards, Jr. ... e 395/186 quantity, and a capacity indicator. A finder and a diagnostic
5,438,508  8/1995 WYMAN ...ccvsmremuvcsnrsensensinsnens 395/208 process can be implemented at the client computer system to
5,553,143°  9/1996 Ross et al. ....ccvisrecisnseccsescnsenes 380725 find the license server over a network and provide a tool to
diagnose failures in the license management system.
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