
IBM EX. 1009

1 of 33  

(19) United States

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2002/0103892 A1
Rieger, 111

US 20020103892Al

(43) Pub. Date: Aug. 1, 2002
 

(54)

(76)

(63)

SYSTEM FOR COMMUNICATING
THROUGH MAPS

Inventor: Charles J. Rieger III, Potomac, MD
(us)

Correspondence Address:
STERNE, KESSLER, GOLDSTELN & FOX
PIALC
1100 NEW’ YORK AVENUE, N.VV., SUITE 600
WASHINGTON, DC 20005-3934 (US)

Applr No: 10/025,880

Filed: Dec. 26, 2001

Related US. Application Data

Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/524,888,
filed on Mar. 14, 2000,

WON
105
J 

 
 

client
Ul Tools
 

  
111
g

The Internet

I!

Publication Classification

(51) lnt.Cl.7
(52) U.S.Cl.

, G061“ 15/173
.......... u 709/223

 
 

(57) ABSTRACT

A communications system to post arbitrary information to
any geographical region simply by outlining the region on a
map in the system's user interface and attaching the infor-
mation to the outlined region is provided. The outlined
region can be of any size, e.g., a city block, a neighborhood,
a county, and defines the inlormation’s “region of rel-
evance”. Any riser of the system can also browse and receive
these geographically relevant postings simply by identifying
a point or region of interest on one of the system’s maps.
Uses of the system range from personal communication of
questions and announcements to a geographically identified
group, to governmental and commercial news and
announcements aimed at a particular population, to “virtual
billboards" [or advertising.
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