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(76) Inventors: David A. Matthews, Seattle, WA (US);
Charles Cummins, Seattle, WA (US); 57 ABSTRACT
Fabrice A. Debry, Bellevue, WA (US); . L
Justin Mann, Redmond, WA (US); The present invention is directed toa method ar.ld system for
Hillel Noah Cooperman, Sammamish, allowing a user to control the user interface environment and
WA (US); Timothy P. McKee, Seatle, specifically a sidebar within the user interface environment.
WA (US) The method controls tiles within a sidebar to respond to a

manipulation request by a system user or by an application
to manipulate a selected tile. The method includes deter-

Correspondence Address: mining a current status of the selected tile and selecting an
SHOOK, HARDY & BACON L.L.P. appropriate rule for manipulating the tile based on the status
2555 GRAND BOULEVARD of the tile and an identity of the manipulation requestor. One
KANSAS CITY, MO 64108-2613 (US) rule set is provided for the application and another rule set

is provided for the user. The method further includes
manipulating the selected tile in accordance with the appro-

(21) Appl. No.: 10/764,500 priate rule. The user rules allow insertion of the tile in most,
if not all cases, whereas the application rules may prohibit
22) Filed: Jan. 27, 2004 insertion of the selected tile.
b
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