
(12) United States Patent 

US007020704B1 

(10) Patent N0.: US 7,020,704 B1 
Lipscomb et a]. (45) Date of Patent: Mar. 28, 2006 

(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR (58) Field of Classi?cation Search ...... .. 709/217A219, 

DISTRIBUTING MEDIA AssETs T0 USER 709/225i226, 229, 2319232, 311, 2019203, 
DEVICES vIAA PORTAL SYNCHRONIZED 713/2, 705/1 
BY SAID USER DEVICES 

(76) Inventors: Kenneth O. Lipscomb, 3449 Sheridan 
Chase, Marietta, GA (US) 30067; John 
B. Petritis, 3405 SWeetWater Rd., Apt. 
617, LaWrenceville, GA (US) 30044; 
Richard D. Robison, 2385 TangleWood 
Rd., Decatur, GA (US) 30033-2006; 
Kelly P. Morrison, 4109 Paces Station 
Close, Atlanta, GA (US) 30339-0037; 
Michael D. Hirsch, 2299 Tristan Cir., 
Atlanta, GA (US) 30345; Eric Neal 
Muntz, 3449 Sheridan Chase, Marietta, 
GA (US) 30067; John Paul 
Whitehead, III, 896 Los Angeles Ave., 
Atlanta, GA (US) 30306 

( * ) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 65 days. 

(21) App1.No.: 09/679,688 

(22) Filed: Oct. 5, 2000 

Related U.S. Application Data 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/177,783, ?led on Jan. 
24, 2000, provisional application No. 60/177,884, 
?led on Jan. 24, 2000, provisional application No. 
60/177,867, ?led on Jan. 24, 2000, provisional appli 
cation No. 60/176,833, ?led on Jan. 19, 2000, provi 
sional application No. 60/177,063, ?led on Jan. 19, 
2000, provisional application No. 60/176,830, ?led 
on Jan. 19, 2000, provisional application No. 60/ 176, 
829, ?led on Jan. 19, 2000, provisional application 
No. 60/157,736, ?led on Oct. 5, 1999. 

(51) Int. Cl. 
G06F 15/173 (2006.01) 

(52) U.S. c1. .................... .. 709/226;709/217;709/218; 
709/219 

x ______________________ .EFEK‘EMQ'EEQE'P ____ _ .1 

See application ?le for complete search history. 

(56) References Cited 

U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

5,638,443 A * 6/1997 Ste?k et a1. ................ .. 705/54 

5,751,672 A 5/1998 Yankowski 
5,754,306 A * 5/1998 Taylor et a1. ............. .. 358/400 

5,862,325 A * 1/1999 Reed et a1. 709/201 
6,199,077 B1* 3/2001 Inala et a1. ..... .. 715/501.1 

6,226,618 B1* 5/2001 Downs et a1. ....... .. 705/1 

6,256,623 B1* 7/2001 Jones ............. .. 707/3 

6,345,256 B1* 2/2002 Milsted et a1. .... .. 705/1 

6,643,669 B1 * 11/2003 Novak et a1. ............. .. 707/201 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

EP 0765062 A2 * 3/1997 
W0 WO 99/27681 6/1999 
W0 WO 01/53963 A1 * 6/2001 

* cited by examiner 

Primary ExamineriBeatriZ Prieto 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or F irm4Gregory Scott Smith; Smith 
FrohWein Tempel Greenlee Blaha LLC 

(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for distributing digital media assets to 
a plurality of users. A portal is provided comprising at least 
one server computer. The portal executes a media library 
database server application that manages access a master 
library of media assets that can be accessed by users via one 
or more communication networks. A plurality of media 
player devices communicate With the portal to access media 
assets for use. Each media player device may comprise a 
processor that executes a database client application that 
manages media assets licensed for use by a user. 

10 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 

1

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

kjackson
2046

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Mar. 28, 2006 Sheet 1 0f 11 US 7,020,704 B1 

A 

Era L |_ ,./ M v m 

H. . ,. m 

Lm2mwo=5< ,., , 6 1 . . . 1H 

=q l; mm? .I. own / H 

F A / H 

2

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


3

U.S. Patent Mar. 28, 2006 Sheet 2 0f 11 US 7,020,704 B1

200

Digital Walkman/ PDAConvergence DigitalCell Phone

m
9

a):
D 2
a E

‘3 3n.

g o.'0
OJ
2

400

Network(s) Satellite Wireless 
  

 
 Fig.2

 

 
  
 

  
a
C
0u
C
O
U 

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Mar. 28, 2006 Sheet 3 0f 11 US 7,020,704 B1 

own 

.EotmE QMBEMI Empgw 95980 

ommk 

mwmn?mo >653 @622 6322 @omtBE vcmnumohm 

m .90 

EBtmE 2.256: Em6>w @5930 3828 E26 mEmcm 6>mE @622 8622a @5266: 899cm @5930 mEmcw .635 982 

4

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


U.S. Patent Mar. 28, 2006 Sheet 4 0f 11 US 7,020,704 B1 

50 0696 151i! 
56mm _ 

W , V. .. 0, g ,,,,,,,,, é 

wSIE 

QUEEN-+01 

A: 25 222 ii . 

xz: Qz< EwEQEwE/Q, 352 W 

22.. 25 i5 

5

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


