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8.4. U.S. Pat. No. 5,715,402 to Popolo

9. GROUND #1: CLAIMS 1-3, 7-11, 15-17, AND 19-23 OF THE 918
PATENT ARE UNPATENTABLE AS OBVIOUS OVER

BERNSTEIN IN VIEW OF PEIRCE

9.1. It Would Have Been Obvious To Adapt Bernstein To Include

Peirce’s CIAS
9.2. Claim 1 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce

9.2.1.

9.2.2.

9.2.3.

9.24.

9.25.
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Claim 1: [1.P] A method for effecting currency
transactions between a first user and a second user
over a network, the method comprising the

FOHOWING STEPS: ...,

[1.1] A) a Currency Issuing Authority trusted
server (CIAS) receives payment instructions from
said first user to transfer a first monetary sum to

SAIA SECONA USET, ..o

[1.2] wherein the CIAS is programmed to receive
payment instructions from said first user only over
a network connection between said first user and a

Currency Issuing Authority (CIA); vvevvvevieveeeeiee,

[1.3] B) the CIAS accesses electronic currency in a
first active electronic currency area located in a
first data storage area, said electronic currency

having been provided by said CIA; ........c.cccoevvvvnenen.

[1.4] C) the CIAS manipulates the electronic
currency located in said first active electronic
currency area to withdraw a second monetary sum
therefrom by (i) deleting electronic currency that
equals the second monetary sum and/or (ii)
generating a record containing information on the
amount withdrawn that equals the second
monetary sum and/or (iii) generating a record
containing information on the amount of electronic
currency remaining in said first active electronic
currency area after withdrawing the second

monetary SUM; and.........cccovveveeiie e
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9.3.

9.4.

9.5.

9.6.

9.7.
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9.2.6. [1.5] D) the CIAS creates new electronic currency

corresponding to a third monetary sum. ............cccccoene... 35
Claim 2 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce.............cccccu...e. 38
9.3.1. Claim 2: [2] The method according to claim 1,

further comprising the step of: E) the CIAS
transmits the new electronic currency to a second

data storage area associated with the second user.......... 38
Claim 3 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce.............ccccu..... 39
94.1. Claim 3: [3] The method according to claim 1,

wherein the new electronic currency is used to
create a record of the third monetary sum to be

paid to the SECONd USEr........cccevvvevieiie e, 39
Claim 7 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce.............cccoeuvenen. 41
9.5.1. Claim 7: [7] The method according to claim 1,

wherein the CIA provides the first data storage

(TS PSP PPPPPPPR T 41
Claim 8 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce.............cccccve..e. 42
9.6.1. Claim 8: [8] The method according to claim 2,

wherein the CIAS transmits the new electronic
currency to the second data storage area, wherein
the second data storage area is provided by the

CLA e 42
Claim 9 is obvious over Bernstein in view of Peirce.............ccccevvenen. 44
9.7.1. Claim 9: [9.P] A system for effecting currency

transactions between users over a network,

(010 0 0] o] (1 [0 SRS 44
9.7.2. [9.1] A) a Currency Issuing Authority trusted

SEIVEL (CLAS) i 45
9.7.3. [9.2] B) a first active electronic currency area

associated with a first user provided in a first

storage medium, said first active electronic

currency area having electronic currency and being
accessible to the CIAS; ..o 45
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9.7.4. [9.3] C) a communication line programmed to
receive from the first user, only over a network
connection between said first user and the CIA,
payment instructions to issue a first monetary sum
£0 @ SECONA USEIeiiieeiiiieeetteiii et 48

9.7.5. [9.4] D) data transfer and manipulation apparatus
programmed to: i) access said first user's one or
more electronic currency in said first active
eleCtroniC CUITENCY Ar€a;.......cceevveerveeiireeeirreesiveesneesieeens 48

9.7.6. [9.5] ii) withdraw a second monetary sum from
said first active electronic currency area by (a)
deleting said first user's electronic currency in the
first active electronic currency area that equals the
second monetary sum and/or (b) generating a
record containing information on the amount
withdrawn that equals the second monetary sum as
spent and/or (c) generating a record containing
information on the amount of electronic currency
remaining in said first active electronic currency
area after withdrawing the second monetary sum;

AN, 50
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