T U A

United States Patent [ (1] Patent Number: 5,715,402
Popolo 1451 Date of Patent: Feb. 3, 1998
[54] METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR MATCHING Primary Examiner—Gail O. Hayes

SELLERS AND BUYERS OF SPOT METALS Assistant Examiner—Steven R. Yount

Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Brooks & Kushman P.C.

[75] Inventor: Carl A. Popolo. Carlisle, Mass.
[57] ABSTRACT
[73] Assignee: Spot Metals Online. Bloomfield Hills,
Mich. A system for managing steel inventories in order to reduce
the time and expense associated with selling prime and
[21] Appl. No.: 554,899 secondary steel that is no longer needed for the original
i intended application. The system permits sellers to post
[22} Filed: Nov. 9, 1995 detailed specification of an item for sale and permits buyers
[51] Int. CL® GOGF 17/60 to browse or search the posted inventory to locate items
[52] US.CL 395/237; 395,227  filling specific needs. A buyer may bid on part or all of an
[58] Field of Search ... 395201, 226,  item posted and the seller may accept or reject any bid. The
395/227. 23i buyer and seller engage in an auction by electronic mail and
optionally by facsimile. The detailed specifications of the
[56] References Cited item may be expressed in a variety of unit of measure.
Regardless, of unit of measure used by a seller in posting an
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS item. the system performs the necessary conversions to
4,674,044  6/1987 Kalmus et al. . display information to an interested buyer in a unit of
4677552  6/1987 Sibley, Ir. . measure set by the buyer. A hierarchial menu structure
:’;ggigf é; }ggg g]‘“"'t etal. . permits ease of use in selecting available options during
) agner . . e .
4992940 2/1991 Dworkin .. 39526 Posting or bidding an item.
5,168,446 12/1992 3951237
5283,731  2/1994 .. 395/201 9 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
POST ITEM
==
iz FOR SALE
LOAD BLANK
11672 SHEET
SELECT ASK DESC,
COMMODITY CONDITIONS SIZE QUANTITY PRICE T&0 LOCATION
\ {
170 / l___l 177 178 180 190) \ 198 . 196
5 SET ENTER UNIT 2 182 192
172 ATTRIBUTES WEIGHT
51 PICKATTRIBUTE SHIPPING L
174 VALUE DIMENSIONS 184
T YES
¥
SELLER MODIFY
SuB REFERENCE ASKPRICE [~ 194
ATTRIBUTE \
?
176 186
YES

188

DOC KET

_ ARM

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

U.S. Patent Feb. 3, 1998 Sheet 1 of 8 5,715,402

OEM #2 PROCESSOR #1
MILL #1 FAX FAX
PHONE CALL l
1 MILL #2 FAX ——1 BROKER #1
PHONE CALL
v
SERVICE CENTER #1 0EM #1

7. 7
(PRIORART]

5. 2
522 242 i.2'6 ZBL

TERMINAL PC TERMINAL PC
l | L |
Y
s SWITCHING SWITCHING |2 32
30 COMPUTER COMPUTER
L
|
SWITCHING 2 34
COMPUTER
16 14 12
f /_&f (Y YYYY
SERVERS (| ) COMPUTERS MODEMS | <~ 36

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

U.S. Patent Feb. 3, 1998 Sheet 2 of 8 5,715,402

REBOOT & WAIT
FOR CALL
(38

l

INITIALIZE

l

USER LOGIN

42

VALID
SUBSCRIBER
?

NO

44

46
DISPLAY —2_ 48
UPDATE
Y
MAIN
MENU < 50
A\ ]
Y y Y )
PERSONAL || NEWS i
BUYERS || SELLERS MAIL REPORTS || s | sutcerms f| - QU

T TN, T, % )

51 52 53 54 55

y
ONOBORGCHIRO

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

U.S. Patent Feb. 3, 1998 Sheet 3 of 8 5,715,402
FAX
5 = | NUMBER
\ 4
59 — PRINTER AUTO FAX —2_ 64
BRAND ON BID
Y Y
50 UNITS OF AUTO FAX ON -
T MEASURE BID REPLY 65
) Y
COVER PAGE ON
61— TIMEZONE xS 2 6
Y Y
62 —
CURRENCY SALE — 67
T&C
y /
63> | INACTIVITY PURCHASE L2 68
TIMEOUT T&C

59 £

DOCKET

_ ARM

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

U.S. Patent Feb. 3, 1998 Sheet 4 of 8 5,715,402

75 ®

74
S
MAIL
MENU
76 78
1 80 f
SEND SEND/READ READ
/
T0? [ 82 92— IN BOX
' 84
S
SUBJECT & SELECT &
MESSAGE 94 14 READ
NO DELETE,
REPLY, PRINT
86 102
88 YES
SEND y
MAIL
L REPLY PRINT DELETE |}
y, J J
NO 96 98 100
PRINT
a0
YES

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




