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OPERATING SYSTEMS MARKETPLACE PC PLAYPEN

CP/M's Creator/David Bunnell and
Jim Ediin 32
A PC exclusive interview with

Digital Research's Gary Kildall

about CP/M-86, i:oncurrent

CP/M and other developments

important to IBM PC users.

CP/M Arrives/Jim Ediin 43
IBM releases CP/M-86 for the

personal computer.

Baby Blue/Lawrence Magid 48
CP/M-80 plug-in module from

XEDEX—Does it open up the

CPM toy box for the IBM Personal

Computer?

PC DOS Wins One/Hal Glatzer 54
Minicomputer programs

converted for IBM PC.

EVENTS

At The Faire/Hal Glatzer 56
The biggest personal computer

event ever and there were IBM
Personal Computers and related

products at every turn.

NETWORK TUTORIAL

Discovering The Source/Stuart R.

Schwartz and Ellen Wilson 67
An introduction to telecomputing

for the computer novice.

Used Apples/Lawrence J. Magid ... 72
W'ant to upgrade to the 16-bit

world? Tips on trading vour Apple
for IBM PC.

COMMUNICATIONS

Making Your Link/Clifford Barney . 83
How to get your PC
communicating with networks,

information utilities, data banks

and other computers.

Three Communications Go-

Togethers/Richard Steck 85
Using the Hayes Smartmodem
could be a very smart move, and
here's why.

PROGRAMMING

Using Data Files/B. Boasso 91
Build your own with BASIC— it's

easier than you might think.

Easy-As-Pie Charts/Lon Poole 97
More on PC graphics power and
how you can access it.

PChallenge/Karl Koessel 108
Exciting video game with program

listing.

The Arcade Opens/Les Cowan Ill J

Review of newly released PC
games.

fSee page 72}

PRODUCT REPORTS

Speech Master, VisiSeries, WordStar
and Double-Sided Disks 125 c

SOFTVV'ARE

Going FORTH/Eric Raymond 133 (

A different kind of programming
language.
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AGE OF ALTAIR

Solder to the Right of Them, Solder

to the Left of Them/David Bunnell

and Eddie Currie 175
Part ill reveals the horrors of

computer-kit building.

BOOK EXCERPT

How Not to Choose a

Microcomputer/Adam Osborne and
David Bunnell 178
Mr. Fogartv' enters the Computer
Age.

EDUCATION

Revealing the Poet’s Tools/Dr.

Edmund Skellings 192
Teaching poetrv’ on a PC—

a

surprisingly colorful endearar.

(See page 159/

(See page 48}

BOOK REVIEWS

The Key to the PC/Norman
McEntire 139
IBM’s Technical Reference

Manual.

PC PROFILE

Walking Through the Open Door/

Jeremy Joan Hewes 147
Users in the vanguard of PC
product development.

FOLLOW-UP

The Microsoft/Lifeboat Battle Cry . 159
Should PC-DOS be the 16-bit

standard?

COLUMNS

David Bunnell 19
For ten minutes PC was free.

Zero Base Thinking/Jim Edlin 22
Applying PC Power.

PCounsel/K. Stewart Evans, Jr. 203
Discusses software licensing.

DEPARTMENTS

Letters to PC 9

PCommuniques 27

Communications Briefs 80

Marketplace 118
Oak Computer Furniture. Disk

Emulator. Hard Disks. New
Software, and More.

Book Briefs/Les Cowan 142

Club News/Kathleen Burton 145

User-to-User/Andrew Fluegelman 151
Discoveries and questions shared.
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Advertiser Index 206

Wish List 208
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• Are you an Apple II owner who looks

longingly through the window of your IBM
dealer’s, wishing you could trade your old

Apple for a new PC? Take heart. The sale

of your used Apple may go a long way
. towards paying, for a new IBM Personal

' .Computer Used Apples hold their value

and are relatively easy to sell.

This article is for Apple owners who

.
are thinking of selling their s\'stem to buy

, -an IBM. Someof the tips will also apply to

.^dlo Shack or other equipn>ent. I am not

I .trying to convince anyone to part with his

or her old Computer. Some IBM PC pur-

chasers' are finding constructive uses for
''

their oM Apples, just as some societies

7. provide their able elders with useful jobs

/.rather lhari forced retirement. Read on if

you can't afford or justify keeping an extra

computer around the house or office.

Making the Decision

The first task in "trading up" is to make
the fateful decision. That means taking

stock in your equipment, software, and

data as well as present and future needs.

It's like any buying decision. But changing

from one system to another means letting

go of an investment in time, money, and.

for some, emotional attachment. Remem-
ber. the IBM is a recently released system,

so the realization of its full potential lies in

the future. A system as powerful as the

IBM PC can, in the long run. perform tasks

that have yet to be attempted by earlier

computers such as the Apple.

Consider the value of your hardware,

software, and data. When evaluating soft-

ware. separate that which you really use

from what you have around but hardly

care about. If you absolutely need applica-

tions that can be run only on the Apple,

and there is not yet software that allows

the IBM to perform the same task, then the

decision to trade is premature. If. on the

other hand, your important applications

are focused on such tasks as word-process-

ing. budgeting, and data-base manage-

ment. the IBM may already have as good

or better software than what you now have

on the the Apple. With the introduction of

Baby Blue (see story this issue), the PC can

now run most software written for the CP/
M-80 operating system. If you are one of

more than 30.000 people running an Apple

under CP/M, chances are good that you

can continue to use IBM versions of your

current software.

You should also consider the value of

the data you are storing on Apple disk-

ettes. For some users, that can add up to a

huge investment. There are ways to trans-

fer that data. Files can be transferred via a

communications adapter directly or over

the phone. In some cases they can be

uploaded to The Source. CompuServe, or

some other host computer and then down-

loaded to your new IBM. ComputerLand

dealers sell both IBMs and Apples, so if

' you buy a PC from them, see if they can

help you make the transfer. If worse comes

to worse, you can print out all the data and

re-enter what you wish to keep.

The price you can get for your used

.
Apple depends, in part, on the new retail

; value Df the <;dmponents. Many people'

.
,
think. the IBM Is otuch more expensive

^ rhyi' the Apple II. The difference i$ less
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