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compressing the tube longitudinally. The elastic tube
decreases in length and expands in thickness radially to
crimp the stent onto the balloon catheter. Once pressure is
relieved from the chamber, the piston moves away from the
elastic tube, which restores to its original shape. The
crimped stent and catheter can then be withdrawn. The
piston may be driven by a power screw in place of fluid
pressure.
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