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57 ABSTRACT

A valve loading apparatus is provided for loading a crimped
prosthetic valve into a lumen of a delivery system. The valve
recoil adapter can counteract recoil of a compressed pros-
thetic valve, and maintain the valve at its desired crimp diam-
eter. An integrated bioprosthesis/delivery system is provided
for delivering a bioprosthesis to a target area within a body
lumen is provided. The delivery system includes a valve
covering member and a compressing member, which com-
presses the valve covering member to surround, hold, and/or
compress the valve during delivery to the target area.
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