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activated alumina 
o r by adm.i.xture of an impurity c ( 0 : to alter the nature of 
tbe surface of (specific: mineral parcicles in the notation ol 
an ore pulp) so thtlt certain rca~ents wilJ adhere (2) : to tre:tt 
(m:uerial.s, as carbon, day. alom.ina, silica eel} so as to im
p·rove esp. adsorptive properties (as for use in removing 
CC1tors from sugar solutions and other solutions. chemicals 
firom vapor lines, and odors from water) d : to treat by pro
longed aeration so as to favor the sro..vth of organisms that 
will decompose (sewage) e (I) : to start development or (an 
e~s) by fertiliiation or ex.pcrimentaU,y by <:hcm1cals (2) : to 
stimulate to sexual activity : induce heat or rut in 1: to set up 
o r: formally institute (a military unit) with the necessary per
sonnel and cquipmeot-vi: to become active syn sec VITALIZE 

ac"tivated alumtna n : a porous highly ad$0rpti..,e alumina 
made usu. by hcadn; ah.1.mina hydrates and used chiefly in 

a~i:f!~¥e83~r~~ ~~~~fvated charcoal n : a highly adsorbent 

c~~'!:~T:n °~r~:~~~r.:~~~n~c~~~<~ '!~doed u~~-~o~~~ 
shells) and chemic.a.I activation (as by oxidizing a,ase.s) and 

~~~v~~~I~~J~r:g:~r~rogrs *!~~·o~0~rs~0:~~i?~r ~o'i~·t ~: 
covery - called also tzctitt: carbon: compare BONE DLA.CK 

ac.tJvated. s ludge process n : a sewagt: treatment procedure 
io which the decomposition o f the raw sewage is hastened by 
the addition to it of biologically active sewage sludi;e 

ac.u.va 0 tion \,ak~'vish~o\ n ·S : tbe act o r process of ac> 

a~l~~~fon energy n : the minimum amount of energy required 
to con..,cr-t a notmal stable molecule into a reactive molecule 

ac·ti-va-tor \'akt:>,v:id·=>(r)\ n ·S : one that activates: as 
a : a substance that renders anot.her substance active i1:1 a 

~~i~~ts ~~~hn~~: :a~f~~i~r ~i~d~a;se(*Jieai!tit!;~i~~r;,~ 
tion of rubber (2) : a n impurity (as a metal) present in small 

r~~~~!~gc: \~m;~~~~!dsot3~ fa: :::Sf:g~orla!0 aw~~~r~= 
ion) that increases the activity of an cni:yme - usu. dist.in
g\lishcd from ce1.nzyme and kb'l'tUt b tmbryof : a substance 
&ive.n off by developiog tissue that stimulates differentiation 
of adjacent tissue; also : a structure giving olf such a stim
ulant c: ACCEl.&.RATOR l b 

tac.uve \'aktiv, -ev also • .,v\ adj [ME, fr, MF or L ; MF acti/, 
fr-. L octivu.s, fr. octus (past part. or agert to act) + 0 i1.1us 0 ive 
- more at AC£t-rrl 1 : characteri~ed by action rather than by 
oontempl:ition or speculation (an....., man} 2 : productive or 
a<:tion. or movomc(ll ( a dos very much awake and ! il1cd with 
- antaJ:onism - I a.ck Mc Larcn} 3 a of a verb form or voic~ 

in~~~t·~;~~~~ ~~fo~~~~ho: !~:ro~ ~~~~~~d b~/~~eirv~b 
(hits in '"be hil.5 the ball" and .sho!fe in " the sun shone" are. 
- >- contrasted wi1b m lddfe a.nd passiv~ b: expressing action 
as distinct from mete existence or state ("he walks" and "he 
walked .. have ....., verbs) - now us~ esp. in the s:ramrnar 
of certain American Indian and African lantUaa:es; com
p.a.re NEUTER lb. STATIC, STATIVE c oJ (J grammatical ccn
SJruction : containine an active verb form 4 : quick in 
physical movement : or agile and vigorous habit : XtM'BL£, 

i!~~: ~~"e:~~T~~ (a!,11 ;~~:~~s7ir;> _ ~~~~)iri68a ~ii~~~~: 
practical operation or resu1ts : EFFECTIV& (an....., law) bola 
v.olcanc : eruptina at the present time or at intervals of a few 
ycu'S or havmg a crater that contains flu id lava - compare. 
OORMA~'T. eXTtNCT 7 a: disposed to action : ENEltOETIC. 
DJLJO~NT (to rake an,....., interest) b : eng3gcd in an ac1.ion or 
activity : PARTJCJPATTXO <•n ....., cJub member) 8: engaged 
in full.time serv-ice esp. 1n the armed forces (ordered to ,....., 

~~!,>'~ o~ ~:<~~~ ::ar~:> <~~!:!t~~~k t!~~!~t:)(~ ~ti!; 
ina pub1isher'sc:atalog)(astude1:1t's....., vocabuJary) 10 a: ca
pa'ol-e of acting or reactin& c.sp. in some spcciric manner or with 
more chan ordinary vigor : REACT1VS, ACT'JVATED <-nitrogen) <- charcoal) b : OPTICALLY ACTIVE c : 'RAOIOACTlvt (an 
,_deposit) 11 : still eligible to win the pot i n poktr - used 

~~Ca O~l~~~fin~hi~ ri:: S~~:._d~~ro} C~:pje~~~j~D~ed~n~~: 
or square dances 13 oJ a dlstasc : pro.a.ressing or retrogressing 
<- tubc.rcu1osis) - ac•tlVe·lY \ -t"1vle, -li\ adv- ac.tive.ness 
\ ·ivn-;iis, -~v. also -~v-\ n -~ 

2active \ " \ n •S 1 : one thin i.s active ( fraternity a lumni and 
-.s) 2 a : an active verb b: the acti ve voice of a language 
or a form in it 

active amrcl alcohol n : a liquid Jevorotatory primary alcohol 
f.~:fn~t CH ,)Cli10H occu rring in foseJ oil; levo-2-roe-thyl• 

active bond n. Brlr: a bond be.a.ring a fixed rate of interes t 
from date o r issue 

a c:Uve ca.rbon n : ACTIVAn:t> CAR'OON 
ac tive component n : the a vera,ge pt;>wcr o f an a1ternatinJJ 
eleeuic current divided by the effective voltage in a circuit 

active door n : the one or a pair o f doors that is ordinarily 
used alone 

active duty or aC"tive service n: full-time service in the armed 
forcC$ with regular duties and pay and subject to a ppropriate 
refP)lations 

active immunlty n : immunity commonly lone:-Jasting ae. 
quired through production of antibodies within the or~anism 
in re.sponse to the pre$cncc of antigens (as by in/ecuon or 
injection) - see PA$SlYE IMMUNITY 

a~~v~/i~~~ ~:~~d Cfo~~:!si~i~h;~:r;~0~~~n1~~~rr~5!'iY; 
available ror military duties a nd are receiving fu,I pay 

act1ve mass n l : the concentration of a reacting substance 
•xpr• ue.d usu . in mo1.a per lit•r 2 ! th• eonccn1r~uion o ! 
the portion of a dissolved electrolyte that is d issociaccd into 
ions and hence is capable or carrytng the elec::tric current 

active serum ri : a serum that contains complement 
active trust n : a trust i.n which the trustee is charged with the 

performance or some substantial duties jn respect to the con· 

ag".~tv~~~~:'~r:)t,'vf~C:.,?~~~zti~n-:rc~cdlc~i5vtir!~~rfi;_ aktiv 
active (tr. L activu.s} + ·i.smus -ism - more at ACTIVE) 1 : ei
ther of two philosophical doctrines: (1 ) 1he mind is active, 
n ot passive, ln perception or ( 2) activity is ereat.h•e or funda· 

~n~a~~'frn~A~:~r~ti~~~!~e e~~h~~::~·~g~~;~sma~~~ 
(as the use of force fo( politic.al ends) 

1ac0 Uv0 is t \-.v~st\ n -s CG aktivtst, fr . aktiv + .. /st] : one tbat 
advocate-s or practices activism 

2activtst \ "\ also ac•tiV·is·tic \: ..... :vistik, -Ck\ adj : of or 
belonaing 10 or havina: the characteristics or act1.,.ism or 
activists : advocating or practicing activism 

ac-tiv· l·ty \ ak'tiv;xt.c, ~te. -i\ n -ES [MF octivitt, fr. ML 
actlvitat-, actlvitas, fr. L acrfvus active + •1'tot-... ftas .. jty -
more at ACTIVE) 1 : the quality or state or being active (the 
sphere of his-> (solar-) 2 : physjcal motion or extrc.ise of 
force: ·as a : vigorous or e nergetic action : u vEUNESS {to (e
s trict his-) b: adroit or skillful physical 3Ction : ACltrTY (an 
athlete's-> 3 : natural or nottnal functjon or operation ( ....... 
on the stock exchange) : as a : a procus (as moving or 

~us~i~') .:C~.~~ aali~:aa;~:n~a~~a~npj~~t~~~i~c1~in°l 
dcsirin&. lcaming. or writing} that actua.lly or potentially 
involYcs mental function ; sptc(/ : an educationa l procedure 
d esigned to stimulate leaminc by firsthand experience or 
observation, experiment, inquiry. and discussion <- pros:n:i.m) 
- compare PROJECT, UNIT 4 a : an actuating force b some
times cap : a creauve a.ecney or process; up : an ultimate 
or underh•cd co.smic agency 5 a : an occupation. pur
suit, or recreation in which a person is active - often used 
in pl. (busintcss activities) ( social activities) b : a form 
or organized~ supervised, aod often extracurricular recreation 
(as athletic games, dramatics, or dancing} 6 chtm a : the 
c:haracteristic of acting rapidly or of promoting a rapid rea.c· 
l ion (the-of adsorbent carbon) (.the-of il catalyst) b: chc 

:gfu3J~~t a~r;:~~JivbY ~~a:b!~!!~~~ gf ~es~~~:C~~ce ~d~~ 
~v;;e~~:!1l~ignfn s~;~ ~it~~t~~~~r ~i~t,;:Su~ t~~n::c~i:; 
relatiV# Jugacity 7 : an orga.nizatiooaJ unit for performing a 

22 
specWc runctioo; also : its duties or function <navr supp1ie$ 
procured from the nearest shore -> (the food·mspection 
- of the health department) 
a~~~~~rC:fv~~ b; ;~fch'?r ~~~;!~~:mal with a trcadwbcel 
activity coeffic ient n : the ratio of chemical activity io actual 
conoenmnion : :m arbitrary quanti;.:y that in the case of solu
tions is a measure or the deviation ot a more or Jess concen
trated solution from an ideal ~lution 

a;~i~~uf':S~~hE~e~~·~~i~r~Jichr t~;~~b?ccfs{:.f c~rJ~1:3 
are permitted to act out their repressed impulses io the pres-
encc of a nonparticipating therapi.st 

:~tt~'t'!~~o~~~·1:o~ci:). ~~~':f:-!~1o"l .Ja:~;~~in~nccs 
issued by the Court of Josticiary for regula tina the procedure 
in that court a:nd the inferior criminal courts 

act ot bankruptcy or act ot insolvency : an act specified 
by law as subjectm,g a person to be proceeded again.st as a n 
involuntary bankrupt or insolvent 

a~~~n~a}!t1fti~r;;:ci}~ ~~rg~~~/1 1: a.n act requirina or dis· 
act of god cop G : a n e:nraordfoary interruption by a natural 
qose (a$ a severe flood or earthquake) of the usual course or 
events that experience, prescience, or care cannot reasonably 
foresee or prevent - compare IN'!VITABLE ACCIDENT 

ac t of grace : an act extending clemency to offenders before 
the law (as one at the beginning of a new reign gun ting pardon 
or amnesty to numerous offenders) 

act ot honor : an acceptance or payment for honor o f a pro
tested bill of exchange; also : the i.osuument reciting such 
protest a nd acceptance· or payment 

act ot indemnity 1 : an act p.issed to relieve persons (as 

g~,~~:i~~ ~t~~~~~~ ~~~~~ ~el~1~ t~rrh~~~o~~me ii~~~ 
act paued to provide compensation for damage incurted in 
the service of the go,·c.r.nment or resulting from some public 
measure 

act ot law : a change or a person•s lepl riaht.s, obligations, or 
liabilities (as i1:1 the acquisition o( a ria:bt o r exemption from 
a liability} a rising from the legal effect o f some event such as 
bankruptcy 

a ct of sederunt Scots law. usu pl : one o f various rotes of the 
Courl o! Session for reguJatins procedure in that court 

ac·to·IDY·O•Sin \,akt~'mi~~n\ n (IS V octin + -o· + myosln: 
orig. formed u G tzktomyMi1t] : t1 viscous subs1anoc that 
cons-is:tt of 3 complex of :1.cu n :and myo$.in, has the p roper\y of 
contractility, and is postulau:d to be concerned together with 
ade nosinc triphosphate in muscular contraction - formerly 

a~~~~ \~ks:o\ n ·S CME oketoun~ t r. OF aktton, cotton wo.ol, 
paddjng, padded jacket. fr. OProv or OSp: OProv alcoron 
cott.on. fr. OSp, fr. Ar al.qutun the cotton]: a stuffed Jacket 
worn under the ma.ii of mcdie..,a l body armor; also : a Jacket 
plated with steel 

ac 0 tor \'akt>{r) also -.tO(>)r 0' -<>Co)\ n -s [ME actou' doer. 
pleader, fr . L actor, ft . octus (past part. of ager~ to drive, do) 
+ -Qr - more at AGS?>.'T] 1 Romon law : one that conducu a 
legal action : rt.eAota: a : l'l.Al:O.TIFF - opposed to reus 
b : an i dvocate in civil causes c : the oftioer o r a Roman 

:~~!~0d1n~h:;rS:b~~~hg.ftr~~~~!~1f l~w;~i~n!11t~~~ -:~ai~ 
a staee play, molion picture, radio or television play, or dra
matic sketch b : tt tbeatrica1 pcrrorme.r (a profcss1onal - > 
~a~~~ ~~tatrr:i~v~P!~~~:~~4 (t~:r~a~~ ~g~em~~~i~k~ 
the leading,...,, are shcddina new light on the inside story of 
government -J.A.R.Pimlott) b : WRONGOO£A;, TORT-fEASOR 

ac.tor 0 isb \'aktQri.Sb\ adj : having the cha1:'acteristiC$ of a 
professional actor; <SP : noticeably histrionic or stagy in 
appearance or mannerism (much too slick and ,..., to be con
vmcing; as a cheap hustler - Stuart Byron) - ac.tor.tsh.ly 
a4• 

actor-proof \·· ·!•\adj : err~ctive no matter bow b3dly acted 
- usu . used or a play or a part 

ac-tory \'ah~rE\ od) : ACTORISH 
act out vt 1 a : to represent in action (my childhood was 
spent in rcadi.ng and acting out what I read) b : to translate 
into action (unwillins to act out their beliefs? 2 psychoanoly· 
11& : to express (repressed or unconscious Lmpulses) directly 
in overt behavior without awareoess or insight esp. during 

a~(Yp~;~h~rc,t~~ i:•~e~~::~~~CY conceived. as the study of the 
individual act esp. for meaning and i1:1tent - called also in
ttntlonollsm; cootrasted with cont1.nr psychology 

ac•tress \'aktr~\ n ·ES [actor + -essl 1 obs : a worna.n that 
takes part in a ny afrtir 2 : a female actor 

a c -tressy \-sC:\ adj : having the characteristics of a profes
sional 3;Ctress: elp : noticeably histrionic or stagy in appea r· 
ancc or mannerism 

acts pl oj ACT. p r ts Jd sing of AC't 
-acts pl of -Ac:r 
•ac-tu0 al \"akcho(wo)I, -ksh-\ adj[MI!, active, existing, fr. MF 
octu~I. Ir. L L actuahs active, practical, fr . L ac11.is act + -alis 

d~cds :"!.~:it (h~l !.a~~~ i~~~lv:,C:~c~r ~ct;!~f:r~a~~!! ~ 
Shak.) 2 a : existing in act (our - intentions) : EXISTENT 
- contrasted with pattntfal and p0ssiblt b : existing in ract 
o r reality : really acted or actin& or carried out - contra$ted 
with ideal and ltyp01hetical (in - life) (the ....., conditions): 
distinguished ftom apparent and nominal (the - cost of aoods) 
3 : not spurious : R&AL, GtNU1?-:& (an - blizurd) (,..,, false
hood) ( ha.rd-pressed but not in ,..., poveny) 4 : in existence 
Or Utkin9 p l3ce 3t the tim e : T'nESEh"T", cvn.n.eur (C3ught in \he 
- commission or the crime} 5 plt)'sics : x:rr-.irrrc; also : M04 

nvt, SENSJBL& - used of energy syn sec REAL 
2.actual \ .. , n -s: 1 : something, that is a.ctoal or exists in £act 

: REALITY 2 : somethi.ng actually received o r a t hand (as a 
cash receipt o i: a market commodity) as distinct from estimated 

a~fti~~~~eW:~n:n1~i:'f1 <;s aat~{~~~~~se\~c~~~~ute·ry, or 
moxa) used to destroy tissue by heat - comp:ire POT£1'.'TIAL 
CAUTERY 

actual cost n : cost based o n the roost factual allocation of 
historical cost factors - compare tsrlMAT&D COST. STANDARD 
COST 

actual fraud n : FRAUD la( l) 
actual horizon n : HORl'tON 1 b(2) 
ac0 tu0 al0lsm \'akch;(w~).liz~m. -ksh·\ n -s (lactuol + ·Ism ] 
1 : a philosophical doctrine that all existence is acti"'e or 
spiritual, not inert or dead, or 1hat reality is founded on ae
uvity or consists of proc:e$S 2 : the theory that the self is a 
buodle or successive perceptioos rather than a uo.i!icd sub· 
staocc o r entity 

ac·tu.al .is t \ ·J;;tt\ n -s ['actual+ -ist] l: one who deals 
with, aims at, or considers actoality 2 : an adherent of 
philosophical actuaJism - ac.tu0 al0 iS 0 tic \ :• •(•):listik\ adj 

ag;:~~":;,!:tfr. i.:tk;~~~:·:;~:t :1~!~-~it;jtl.1 ·nh~ q~1:Ht~\~~ 
state or being ae1ual : FACT. R EALITY; esp : phenomenal reality 

~~~a~l;,,~~ t~~~ ~~~t~~f~~~~f ~~;~~nfor~:;ew~t :;~~ 
the most novel is. in -. merely the revival or something 

~1~i;h~a~~~~~ s~~fu~~~~ns8a~~!~1lhe~~.f-~s~~fi~~~le ;:~ 
A ristotellanism : the being of a.n existent object insofar as it 
is not merely po tential but is endowed with form - compare 
ENTtLECHY b in Hegelianism : the status of an entity enjoying 
relative independence and S(:tf~sufficicney ( the....., of a com· 
monwealth) c : the nature of a thing as realized in existence 
d : something that embodies actuality 4 : a film record or 
radio or television broadcast of an event as it actually occurs 
<- film) ( ...... program)- comp3re DOCU'M£NTARY 

ac0 tu0 al0 lz 0 a 0 ble \:akcbo(w~):11,,.bo1, -ksl1o\ ad} : capable ol 
being made actual 

ac0 tu-al 0 i 0 Za0 tion \,akch;(w~)J~'zish;n, -ksh·, ·.ll'z·\ n --s 
: the act ot process of actualizing : REALlZA TION 

ac-tu·al·ize \'akch;(w~).l:U. -k!h-\ Yb ·ED/~rt-.'O/·S see -ite 
in Explan Notes. vt : to ma.ke actual (be was placed in a 

acushfa 
position calculated to - his worst potentialities - P.R .Leavis) 
- vi : to become actual 

ac-tu0 aJ 0 Jy \ 'aksh(Q)IC. 'akch~I·, -Ii; 'akch;w~J ... , -c.hU.1-. --ksh-: 
rap. or cltiefJy sub$tand 'aks(~)I-\ adY CMB. fr . 'act"al + . /y] 
1 : in act or tn fact : REALLY ( nominally but not - independ· 
eat - Karl Loewenstein) 2 : at the present moment : for 
the time being (the transmis.sion screeo showing the picture 
that was - on the air -Denis Johnston) 3 : in point of fRct 
: in truth - used to imply that one would expect the ract to 
be the opposite o f what is stated (she,..,, spoke Latin) 

ace.ual neurosis n : a neurosis cbaractenicd by hypochon· 
driacal complaints or somatic manirestatjons believed by 

fn~b1titgo ~ ~~~:i\~ubJh~t}'t~i~ ~~~~::::.!:!"Ii from "xual 
actual neurotic n : one suf(crlng from an actu31 neu(osis 
actual sin n, Roman Ca1f1ollc;sm : sin traceable to tbe personaJ 

will of the sinner - distin,ujshed from original sin 
actual tare n : ta.re determined by the actoa1 weight o[ the 
contai_ner 

a~~~~tf::ea~ :at~h~1J'!~ ~~~d~:r~~YJ!~~~r~0orn1o~ r-;~~~ 
~r!~~~~Jcdco:!'a:~~: ~e'1v~~:~~ w~k~~~:r~ ~i\ih: 
St2ndard time or a n allowed time 

actual truth n : EMPYR.1C,...t. "TROTH 
ac. tu0 at0 i·al \:akcb;):werl;t. ·ksh-\ od} : of or relating to 
actuaries : determined by actuaries : relating to siatistica.I 
~r~1~;)~~~fu.~~.1l!ii~f~J:ney (a plan based oJl,..., prin· 

actuaries' table n : COMBll"El) tXPER.lli.?"o:ct TABLB 
ac- tu.ary \'akch~.were. ·ksh .. , · ri\ n ·ES [LL octuariu.s, fr. L . 
sh onha.nd writer, writer of accounts. fr. actum oublic trans
action, record + -orius -ary - more at AC'r] l obs : a clerk or 
registrar orig, or a law court 2 : one trained in math~matics and statistics whose business it is to catcolue insuranee and 
annuity premiums. reserves .. and dividends 

ag;!~·:~;t. ~~k;~:~:~ [;~~-de,~~ ;~~;~::i-~ c::~t;:u:~j 
YI' 1 : to put into mechanical action or motion (most of the 

~rs~~~~li;~~Y c o1y~~~~ ~\CV~~.~~uipi~~~ ~~·v~cr;::r::ti~~ 
(cultural devefopmcnts which - and guide stylistic trends in 
art -Ratph Wlc-kiser) : stir or inspire to activity (mo1ives 
wbich ....., religious fanatics - M.R.Cohen} (individuals actu· 
tzc~d by economic self-interes t - Doual.as Bush) ,,..,, vi : co be
co me active syn see MOVE 

:1.e-tu0 a 0 tion \ ..... 'w?is.h~n\ n -s : a b ringing into a.;tion : f J.f

P OC...StON, OP£RATI0N 

a~;!~Ua:·~~~ ~·:~ri!~~a~rl;tri~~0h~~uifc: :~~n~~";a~~t~a::~: 
anisms by means or which something is rooved or comrolled 
indirectly ins1ead of by hand (as a motor that turns the ruddet 
o f a large ship or moves the etevators of an a irplane or an air• 
brake cylinder operated by a. motormtln) 

a.ct UV 1:i 1 : to act in a way different from that wbic.h i$ natural, 
normal, usual, or expected : as a : to behave in an unruly, 
recalcitrant. or capricious manner (skittish a nd inclined to 
act u11 with an unaccustomed rider) (occasionally the river 
acts up} ( I'd advi:te you not to act up with me) b: to .show 
off (children acting up for the benefit of anyone who cared to 
notice) c : to function improperly (this typewriter is actint 
up apin) 2 : to be.come active or acute (as or a physical ln
fi t m1tY) aftet beini quiescent (an old injury to bis right fore
foot beean to acr up again -New Yorker) 

ac-tns \'akt:.s. esp in sense 2 'Uk,tUs\ n. pl aetus [ L, lit., 
driving. doing. act. deed - more at ACT] l Roman law : the 
rlght to drive a beast or a vehicle over another's land - disiin
guishcd from it er and via 2 CM L (l'rans. or Ok ¢11erg~ia), Ir. L 
o.:tu.r - more a t eNtl\GY] : an act or thin$: done; spcci) : a 
mental or spiritual act - used in SehoJasticism to render 
Aristotle's tcnns «ntr1teio a.ad entelecheia: compare ENtaov, 
£"'TEU.CHY 

acu - c<1mb Jorm CML. rr. L acu, abl. of acu1 needle; akin to L 

a~~~:ta~f: Ca~:;.~!(:>~~ ~~:~~ (NLC:Si~. <:;:!'~n::,~r:~ : a 
genus or spiruroid nematodes that include destructive parasites 
of the J itta.rd walls o( gallinaceous birds having intermediate 
st ages in grasshoppe-rs or other lnscc.ts or crustaceans 

1ac 0 u.ate \'aky~.wi't\ ad} CME acuat, Ir. (assumed) ML 
acuarus, Ir. L acusTneedle + ·atus .ate - more at ACUTE] 
: havina a sharp point : shaped like a need.le : SHARPE.t.."ll> 

2acu.ate Y/ ·£0/ -INO/ -s obs: to make pungent or sharp 
acnchi var oj ACOUC.HI 
acuer0 do \~'kwcr(,}dO, Sp t'kwer!hO\ n, pl acucrdos \ --<iOz. 
·!.hOs\ [Sp, fr. acordo.r to resolve, agree., fr. (assumed) Vt. 
o.cconfard- more at ACCORO] 1 : a resolution or decision of a 
deliberative body or a tribunal ln certain Latin American 
countries 2 : a session of a tribunal: also : the members of it 

afi~~~:~ \~~kr1~:iu~·-st;::~: -~~i~t~ ~}1b~c:ittt1~~t~~~ ~~ 
sharp (ft. LocutuJ) + -et4 -ity-moreat ACt1TEf: SRARPS&SS, 
ACU"rENESS : keennC$$ of sense percept.ion <- of hearing} or 
acuteness or perceptiveness of mind (Wordsworth's- is ext.r
ci .. sed on common objects - Herbert Read) - see VISUAL 
ACUITY 

acu0 1ea \o'kyUll~\ n. pf acule·ae \-IC,C\ CNL. alter. or L 
aculeus point. sting] : a minute sploous outgrowth on the wine 
membrane of certain insoc:ts 

acu 0 1e0 a 0 ta \ • .kyUlc'•d ·•. -ad .. \ n pl, cap [1''L. fr. L. neuc. pl. 
o:f ac"lt atus havinti stings or prickles. stinging, fr . ocultus + 
-atus ...ate] : a division or Hymcnoptera including the bees, 
ants. and rroe wasps all ch3:racteristically having 1he ovipositor 
modified into a sunr. 

':tt:u-to.ato \ .::1 ' kyU1'6t, - ,St\ #ti/ CL #cllle~tiu] 1 : m:uk~ by 
incisiveoe$$ (,....., language) : POINT!D, STINOI N'O 2 : having 

4 (~nla!t~:;:~ ~c-~i:J~1r~r~),~~d~~hg;;pn~ ot~:c~t;~~c(!! 
or the wings of certain moths) 

2aculeate \ '"\ n •$ : one of the Aculeata 
acu.1e0 l0 fonn \•'lcyUleo.fOrm. ;akyo:I~-\ adj USV acule- (Cr. 
L tJcul~u.s prickle, sting) + -iJormJ : like a prickle in shapt:; 
.spec/} : resembling an aeuleus 

ac·u·IC· O·late \;aky•:l~~I><. ·,li e\ ad} [L aculeolos small 
n.eedle (dim. of acuft us prickle, sting~ + E -oteJ : having ... cry 

a~~~!ll.~:fJ;s\~{~~~·1=e~1~;~~.a~18:gu~~.i1 \ · ,li \ CNL. dim. 
of oculeus]: a small acuJeus 

a;~Y~i~·~?m~~~~Y~d!:S~c~dic1 ~!6~~! ~;1~1~~o!f ': ~· sra~~t; 
pointed e rocess; specif : a.a insect's oviposator esp. when 
modified rnto a s ting 

aC'U 0 men \~'kyi.im,;n also a'-; 'akya-m~n also ·.men\ n ·S CL. 
Ii 1., point. fr. o.cutre to sharpen - more at ACUTE] 1 : acute· 
ncss of mind : keenness of perception. di.s.ccrnment. or dis· 
crimination : shrewdness C$p, in practical mnttcrs ( loses con· 

~~0t:dl~i~~~ ha~~,f~~i~\'r~.!.;Tt;t~~iTiri~nel(c~:)i"2"~ 
: a tapering point (as of a leaf) 3 : a short spio.e o n the 

1~~J:~rp·~t~ c\!'f~~ll::o~t:h~:nWt\$t:~ja{L acuminatus, past 
pa.ti. of acumlnare to make pointed, sharpen, fr. acumin-. 

2:~~':'~1.':i~~]~-~~~~{in~ t?i~J.1::g;~ Pc°{n~;ur:;J:~~] vr: to 
make sharp or acute - ff : to (3:J)Cr or come to a point 

a cu 0 mi•na.t1on \~.kyUm;'nish~n. ,a.k·\ n ·S : a sharpening or 
giving point to: also : a tapcrina point 

acu -mi·nous \~'kyi.lm:m~ a '·\ adj CL ocumin·, acumtn sharp 
point + E -ous - more a t AC0~1w] l : chataeterized by 
acumen 2 : ACUMINAT£ 

ac 0 u ·min°U•late \!akya:mioy~l~t, --,lit\ adj [ blend of 1acuml· 
nar~ and -ule ]: minutely acuminatc 

acu.punc.ture \ 'ak:yU + \ n-s [a~u- + punctUr6] 1 : the 

~~~8: ~~Jn~ sfi~!~t~~p~n~~:;°<fi~~~e bo~y: ;~t~c::r~i~} 
t.be skin or 1issue by a needle (as for vaccination or the re · 
moval of fluid) - acu.punc.tur-tst \,••'J>QO(k)ch.,~s~ 
-(k)sh-\ n ·S 

a cush•la \~'kllshl~. :>•k-\ n -$ [ lrGael a cuisle oh darlinJ. fr. 
a oh + cuis lt darlins. lit .• pulse, vein, fr . Olr cusle; akm to 
SeGacl culsl~ pulse, vein] Irish : OARUl"O 
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