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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for manufacturing pharmaceutical
capsules use an aqueous solution of a thennogelling cellu-
lose ether composition and use capsule body pins and
capsule cap pins as molds. The method involves heating the
pins, dipping the pins into the solution to cause the solution
to gelatinize on the surface of the pins. removing the pins
and drying the gelatinized solution on the surface of the pins
to form capsule bodies and capsule caps. Pins are heated
pre—dip and post-dip to facilitate gelating. Counterflow air is
applied to provide drying from the inside. Capsule parts are
removed by gripping. Capsule parts may have a thick wall
and a stiffening ring.

20 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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