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1 Introduction 
Film coating is a process which involves the deposition of a membrane-con­
sisting of polymer, plasticizer, colourant and possibly other additives-on to the 
surface of a pharmaceutical dosage form, typically a tablet or a granule. Over the 
past decade there has been a dramatic increase in the use of this process in the UK. 
An estimate of the growth can be obtained by studying the growth in the sales of 
low viscosity grades of hydroxypropylmethylcellulose, arguably the most com­
monly used film former for tablet film coating (Fig. 1) 1• Current UK sales of these 
grades of polymer are in excess of 30 tonnes per annum which if used to film coat a 
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Fig. 1. Growth of tablet film coating in the UK as indicated by the growth of sales of low viscosity 
grades of hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. 
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