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[57] ABSTRACT 

Methods of electronic software distribution are provided in 
which software products may be wrapped by their publishers 
in a straightforward, secure manner, but in such a way as to 
allow for the addition of information by downstream distri­
bution channel partners, e.g., distributors and merchants 
(resellers). Distribution policies, or business rules, govern­
ing the distribution process may be fixed by the software 
publisher or may be left to the discretion of channel partners. 
The software product itself, however, is secured against 
tampering or inadvertent infection by a virus. A tool facili­
tates the foregoing incremental wrapping process without 
requiring sophistication in computer technology on the part 
of channel partners. The publisher may use a conventional 
setup tool of the publisher's choice to prepare a setup file set 
for distribution. That is, the wrapping tool need not influence 
the publisher's choice of setup tools. 
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