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VALUE OF FINGERPRINT EVIDENCE

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS and the general public associate
fingerprint evidence with criminal investigations and the ap-

prehension of criminals more than any other category of phys—
ical evidence (Fig. 31). In fact, fingerprint evidence is applica-
ble to almost all investigations; fingerprints are specific in that

they prove the presence at a crime scene of the person who made
the impressions and establish that a person once had contact with
an evidentiary item.

Unfortunately, fingerprint evidence and physical evidence in

general are not sought after by investigators as diligently as they
should be. The Science and Technology Task Force Report

(President’s Commission, 1967) describes a Los Angeles case

study of 626 burglaries in which a fingerprint technician was re-
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Figure 31. The trilogy of evidence.
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